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Tug dolorous way that led Him to the tree
The King of Sorrows, leaving Heaven’s lighted hall,
Walked in His love, Through ranks angelical
He pass’d not visibly ; but by town or sea,
(Deep in its mountain-cup of Galilee,
Azure in burning gold) as if through all
The dreary wards of some long hospital,
From moans and feverish breathings never free,
His progress lay. And ever from that heart,
Our nature's centre, did He feel along
The vast circumference of human woe.
And still with more than medicinal art,
Virtue went forth to heal the suffering throng.

A heavenly lustre gleam’d upon life's snow.

1X.

Ah! through those long and dreary wards He went,
And to that dewy touch of cool surprise,
Ever in our diseased humanity’s
Lengthen'd pn,u-g-ﬁriun some sad form was bent,
Of love to be a type and monument.
Alone, the saddest thing beneath the skies,
The idiot’s spirit from those calm deep eyes
Never drank healing. Yet to us are lent—
To us on whom the ends of the world are come—
New miracles of love (when sages said
That miracles were o'er) like life from the dead,
Water from rocks, or music from the dumb.
For lo! to thoughtful touch of Christian care
-llhu idiu['5 }_};L}:]Jllng ]I'i;'" hj‘u;l”ll;‘ ﬂJl‘L-}l a ]'_]1'.'!.}'!.'1'.
W.







THE TRAINING

[DIOTIC AND FEEBLE-MINDED CHILDREN.

[r is not very long since we used to see boys and girls,
and sometimes stunted men and women, running wild in
our streets and villages in a state of idiocy. These re-
pulsive objects were usually half-naked, their walk or
crawl ungainly, their features distorted, with saliva run-
ning from their mouths. They were carefully avoided, as
the continual worrying of the village urchins had soured
their tempers and rendered them in some cases dangerous.

Then, again, on visiting the poor, we have from time to
time seen a bundle of rags in a corner, and, on Inguiry,
have ascertained that it contained an idiot child, living in
dirt and degradation, worse than one would permit his
dog or pig to live in.

Prejudice and popular ignorance respecting them have
led to strange treatment of this afflicted class. By the
Hindoo they are superstitiously venerated, while by many
Furopeans these helpless ereatures have been regarded as
human beings without souls. Some poor parents faney
that, as their children cannot remember what they hear,
their brain must be soft, and apply poultices of oak-bark
in order to tan or harden the fibres ; others, finding it
impossible to make any impression on the mind, conclude
that the brain is too hard, and they torture their unhappy
offspring with hot poultices of bread and milk, or plaster
the skull with tar, keeping it on for a long time. Others,
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again, give mercury to act as a solder to close up the sup
posed crevices in the brain.

Such is the class of human beings, known as idiots,
which ouar attention is directed.

The utmost stretch of humanity has hitherto thrust then
out of sight in our workhouses, where they are suffered s
exist uncared for and untaught.

Christian philanthropy has at last reached and purposs
to ameliorate them.

The idiot and the insane are usually classed togethe
There cannot be a greater mistake. Let us first cleary
understand the difference. Mr. Locke describes madme
not as aflected by want of quickness, activity, and motio
in the intellectual faculties, whereby they are deprived o
reason, like what he calls “ naturals,” but as suffering fron
the other extreme. He considers that, “having joinel
together some ideas very wrongly, they mistake them for
truths, and err as men do who argue right from wrong
principles.” On the other hand, he regardsidiots as “ thos

who cannot distinguish, compare, and abstract,” and points

to the importance of an exact observation of their sevenl
ways of faltering, for discovering their state and its canses

The distinction is clear and marked—the madman suf-
fers from an unnatural development of brain: the idiof
from an ill-developed brain. In the one the mind is nof
in proper balance ; in the other it is not in proper power.

Imbecility generally arises from a want in the intelles
tual capacity, or in the memory, or in the moral sense, a:
compared with such in a healthy child; a want generally
depending on a fault in the corporeal structure—nota flav
in the immortal soul; but a defect in the organization by
which the soul acts—by which it receives and transmits
its impressions of outward things.

This want varies, of course, in intensity from the lowes
type of idiocy to the least degree of imbecility.

The number of these poor ereatures is greater than i
generally imagined. Except when the “natural” is lef
to run wild in the village, the existence in a family of &
idiotic member is generally carefully concealed. Indeel
it often occurs that the parents themselves do not realiz




i

the sad truth of the imbecility of their offspring for some

years; and touching cases are re slated of the anxious watch-
ings of the parent for the first gleam of lTl!.t,“l""L‘]ILL—_fUI’

the dawn of reason in the beloved object—watchings

doomed to be bitterly disap l:nultwl when the dreadful
iruth is realized that the child is an idiot.

[t is ealeulated that there are about 50,600 of these
helpless creatures in the United K[nlrdum; they abound
in I] e manufacturing districts of England. Seotland boasts

y fewest number of idiots, their number being uuder
:‘..I.-l}ll ; and in this respect, their character, as a long-headed
and strong-headed pe ople, is borne out.

[n Ireland, according to the Census of 1861, there were
about 7,000 1imbeciles.

Our treatment of this class has been most blameworthy.
We have made no provision whatever for the instruction
of those who are improvable. With the exception of Swift's
L--::[Jit;ﬂ for lunatics and idiots, we have not even opened
an asylum for the hopelessly incurable. Even the dumb
animal has been tltniiml with more consider ation ; for we
“.Lw, very properly, societies for the prevention ut cruelty
to animals ; and the sentimental philanthropy of an eccen-
tric lady has founded a refuge in London for the reception
of wandering dogs, while, until very recently, there was
no asylum whatever for the imbeeile.

But it is asked, what can be done for them? What are
their capabilities of improvement ¢

We may admit at once that for the minds of the lowest
type of idiocy little can be done. Many of these have no
intelligence whatever, being ignorant of all self-control,
filthy in habits, and unable to feed themselves, while some
are afilicted with epileptic and other fits. Still, even for
this class, would it not be a great boon to tlmm *s.ml their
parents that they should be lr]{:l‘lrll:h,d with a comfortable
home, and taught habits of eleanliness,and be Lllldlytl‘ ated?

While, lunn yver, little can be ’U:mmpiishul for the worst
cases of idioc Y, 1t h 1s now been demonstrated that many
are capable of considerable improvement—to what extent
will appear as we proceed with our story of a visit, paid
in April last, to the great National Asylum at .l:d.I'l.h*

-—_-.n_-—-.h—.—-—rﬂ‘-“—l—-- M‘ y T Bl B S,
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wood, near Redhill, and of visits subsequently paid to fhe
Larbert Asylum, near Falkirk, and the Baldovan A sylum,
near Dundee, in Seotland,

But before conducting our readers throngh these instity.
tions, it may be useful to give a short history of the varions
efforts which have hitherto been made to ameliorate the
condition of the imbecile.

France appears to deserve the credit of the first edues
tional experiments on idioey. In the beginning of this
century some attempts were made in Paris to do something
for this class. Itard experimentalised on a single idiot,
He was followed by Mr. Edward Segunin, who by his
writings and his example enlisted the active co-operation
of others. M. Ferrus, chief physician of the asylum of the
Bicétre, organized in 1828 a school for his fatuous patients
where they were taught habits of order and industry, and
instructed in reading, writing, arithmetie, and gymnastics,
Mnch skill and perseverance marked his efforts, and strik-
ing improvement was manifested in his pupils. He wrote
a valuable work upon the subject ; and after a visit of in-
pection, Dr. Conolly, of London, bore testimony to his
success, stating that it was difficult to avoid falling into the
language of enthusiasm on beholding such an apparent
miracle. Dr. Voisin established another school in 1839,
and Dr. Lenret and Mr. Vallée lent their powerful aid to
the work,

In Great Britain public attention was early directed to
this subject by Dr. Poole, of Aberdeen, who advocated the
expediency of subjecting idiotic children to medical treat-
ment and edncational training. From his “Treatise on
Edueation,” which appeared in the Encyclopeedia Edinensis,
in 1819, and which was subsequently published in a
separate volume, we make the following extract :

 Where there are many manifest indications of imbeci-
lity it is recommended to have recourse to medieal skill
for the purpose of putting into practice every means
caleulated to invigorate the constitution. Few persons
perhaps, are aware of the different effects produced on the
state of both the intellectual and moral powers by peculi-
arities in diet and regimen. It is surely obvious, then,




that there is ground for employing medical advice in cases
of general imbecility presented in early life ; and there
cannot be a doubt that cases of this kind, which are
llowed, by despair, to become confirmed and deteriorated
nicht have been relieved by professional interference. In
addition to the employment of medical aid, it is of the
utmost consequence to proportion the mental exercise to
the mental strength. This may be so little as to render
every sort of study absolutely improper, and every em-
ployment of the senses, beyond a certain degree, injurious.
[n that the individual must be treated at first much as a
plant, and that a sickly one, with simple nourishment and
exposure to good air. The next step is that of mere
animal life, as characterized by sensations and perceptions,
which will require suitable exertion. The manifestation
of the intellectual or moral powers is an advancement of a
sill more promising nature, and may be hailed as the
basis of some moderate endeavours towards ordinary
edueation.”

Travellers in Switzerland are familiar with the poor
‘cretin,’ It is stated that in the Canton of the Valais one

in twenty-five of the population is a cretin, in the Canton
of Vaud one in twenty-seven. Their appearance is most
loathsome, and is a sad drawback to the pleasure of a visit
to their beautiful land. It has been well said, “If you
wish to hear God’s voice go to Niagara ; if you wish to see

His hand go to Switzerland.” But even to these the hand
of charity hasbeen extended ; and many travellers in that
country have borne testimony to the devotedness of Dr.
truggenbiihl, who established in 1839 an institution on
the Abendberg, near Interlachen, for the cure of eretinism,
The first published account of his efforts was written by
the late Dr. William Twining.
. But although foreign countries led the way in this
important movement, England, as usual, soon outstripped
them all, not only in the magnitude of her institutions,
but also in the scientific knowledge brought to bear upon
the subject,

The first attempt to train idiot children was on a very
small scale, and was made by the Misses White, who

A o
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opened a small asylum at Bath in 1846. Commenciy,
with but four pupils, the number reached fifteen by the
end of 1848, This institution is now carried on at 35
Belvedere, Bath, and accommodates twenty-four pupils,

But the most important movement in favour of the idig
was originated by Mrs, Plumbe, who enlisted the sympathy
of her minister, the late Rev. Dr. Andrew Reed, f
Hackney, a well known philanthropist. He organized s
rmmmtl{,e, and established in 1848 an asylum for the in-
becile in an old mansion at Highgate, called Park-hous.
large enough to accommodate seventy- five pupils.

Tn the first week the committee admitted twenty-seve
children, Iml‘t]\r 11? election and par HV npon pay |!1|L'Ilt, ani
a mntlp_} group tlm} must have ptewntcd Some had de.
fective sight, most had defective or no utterance, many
were lame in limb or muscle, and all were of a weak and
perverted mind. Many had been spoiled, others neglected,
and not a few ill used. Some were clamorous and re-
bellious, some sullen and perve rse, and some unconseious
and inert. Several were screaming at the top of their
voice, others making constant and involuntary noises from
nervous irritation, aml a few terrified at scorn and il
treatment, hid themselves in’ &' ‘Gormer from ‘the fisedl
man as fmm the face of an enemy. Windows wer
smashed, wainscoting broken, boundaries defied, and the
spirit of mischief and disobedience prevailed. Tt seemed
as though nothing less than a prison would meet the wants
of such a family. Many who witnessed the scene retired
from it in disgust, and others in despair.

Nevertheless the experiment was successful, In their
report of 1850, the managers were enabled to write thus:—

“It is their privilege to speak of efforts partially res
lized, and in some instances of a marked and delightful
character. It has been their happiness to observe the ey
that had no useful sight begin to see ; the ear to relish
sweet sounds ; the tm]:_im., tit 1t was :lumh to articulate
the language of men, and the limb that was {311p[+JEl
or inert put forth to useful and active service, Bal
habits have been overcome ; power has been created for
the care of the person ; the lmsl} has been brought under
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the control of the will, and both have become subject to 2
mild authority. The power of imitation has been fostered ;
music and drawing are beginning to find a place in the
school : reading, writing, and even figures, which are the
severest test to the weak mind, are now claiming general
attention. And above all the moral affections have been
exercised, and the effects are found in the harmony of the
family, and the greater readiness of the mind to recognise
and worship an invisible and gracious Presence. There
is now order, obedience to authority, classification, im-
provement, and cheerful occupation. Every hour has
its duties, and these duties are steadily fulfilled. Win-
dows are now safe, boundaries are observed without walls,
and doors are safe without locks., The desire now is not
to get away but to stay., They are essentially a happy
family, And all this is secured without the aid of cor-
rection or coercion. The prineiple which rules in the house
is love, charity, divine charity.”

[n 1850 Sir S. Morton Peto granted upon extremely
liberal terms to the committee, as a supplementary insti-
tution, a large house near Colchester, called Essex Hall,
which was calculated to accommodate 150 pupils. To
this establishment two other houses were added, where
forty-five inmates were received, making a total of 195
cases located at Colchester.

Essex Hall is a large building in the Italian style, situ-
ated near the Colchester Station of the Great Eastern
Railway. It was orviginally a large railway hotel, and
contains forty-six lofty apartments. It is surrounded by six
acres of land, laid out in flower grounds, shrubberies, and
cardens, affording ample space for healthful exercise. A
separate building has been erected on the lawn, at a cost
of £700, fitted for the accommodation of twenty of the
more afflicted cases. In the grounds there is a gymnasium,
and pheasant-house containing some gold and silver phea-
sants, the pupils taking especial pleasure in tending dumb
animals,

The suceess of the undertaking and the manifest impor-
tance of amalgamating the families at Highgate and Col-
chester, for the purpose of concentrating effort, induced the
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committee to undertake the foundation of a national asylum
on an extended scale. The estate of Earlswood, near Rel.
hill, on the Brighton Hailw:ty, being for sale by auction,
was deemed an eligible site; but the Board were outhij
by the late Judge Talfourd, who valued it highly from
old associations. As soon, however, as the large-hearted
Judge heard that the property was required for the idiof
children, he generously relinquished his purchase in their
favour. A large and magnificent structure has been erected
on the estate at a cost approaching £30,000, the first stone
having been laid in July, 1853, by the late Prince Con-
sort, by whom also it was opened in 1855,

Subsequently the old asylum at Essex Hall was re
opened as a local institution for the eastern counties, and
continued under the zealous superintendence of Mr, W,
Millard, who has recently published an interesting account*
of this asylum, from which I make the following extracts,
showing its present condition :—

“ After the cases have been received from the July elec-
tion, 1864, there will be ninety-nine pupils in the Eastem
Counties Asylum ; about one-third upon payment, and the
remainder by the votes of subseribers. The health of the
children has been on the whole remarkably good. By
the contributions of a few friends, many of the pupils are
favoured with an annual excursion to Walton-on-the-Naz,
and the capable pupils are treated every year with a trip
to the Crystal Palace. Live animals are kept as a sonree
of enjoyment for the patients, and various modes of amuse-
ment are provided. During the summer cricketing is
much enjoyed, and in the winter musical performances,
magic lantern entertainments, and suitable readings are
carried on with beneficial effect. The pupils are taught
the manufacture of cocoa-nut fibre matting, tailoring, gar-
dening, and household work. Dr. Duncan’s drill and
speaking lessons are used with advantage, and the schodl
exercises are adapted to the feeble capacities of the pupils.
The matron and assistant master have been connected with

* “The Idiot and his Helpers: A brief History of the Essex Hall

Earlswood, and other Asylums for the Idiot and Imbecile,” By W.
Millard. London: Simpkins. 1864. Price One Shilling.
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the work for about fourteen years. Whilst happy in the
work themselves, thfiy naturally desire to promote the
happiness of the inmates, and this is done so successfully,
that though, by way of a change and to keep up relative
ties, several of the pupils go home occasionally for a holi-
day, they almost, without exception, have an equal wish
to return to the institution. One of the adult cases who
is here upon payment, has often said, ¢ Break my heart to
leave here. Another, when asked how he 15, replies
‘Happy,” sometimes adding, ° Happy Essex Hall. A
young man who was useless at home, prone to violence
when provoked, and who, when he first came, was thought
to be insane, has been trained to habits of industry and
good behaviour. At the end of two vears he was allowed
to see his friends, and whilst at home the clergyman wrote
the following satisfactory letter:—¢We all rejoice to see
William very much improved. I caunot give him too
high a character so far as his conduct here is concerned,
William worked nine hours a day for the last four days by
his father’s side, and we hope that when he returns home
he will be able to earn his living’ The youth continues
to make progress, and though likely to be able to earn his
livelihood, he will need the guidanee of his friends as to
spending it. Yet how great the boon conferred in the
family by placing him at Essex Hall! He came idle and
passionate, he has become industrious and well-behaved ;
and instead of being a burden and hindrance to his parents,
he will return to be a help and to assist materially in
earning money for their maintenance. The gratitude of
the pupils is sometimes very touching, and their suscepti-
bility to religious impressions is marked and striking.
Upon one oceasion, a boy, hearing the name of God men-
tioned, said, ‘I like Him. At another time he looked
up at the moon, which was shining brightly, and said,
“How kind of God to hang out the moon to give us light ;
[ll tell him so when I get to heaven,” On a Sunday
afternoon the attendant overheard the following conversa-
tion of the boys. One boy said, * Will there be any beds
In heaven? ~Another gave the beautiful reply,—¢ No,
F"rmhlj.-'_. we shan’t want to go to sleep there; adding, ¢ we
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shall have hfups to play and crnwm upon our heads.” The

same lad having been told that God hears prayer, at one
re phL& “Yes, nul answers too.” He was heard one night
praying bvlm bedside in the following beautiful manner:—
‘ Lord, lﬂr,--, my father and my mother, bless my sisters and
my brothers s, make my father’s house a house of prayer;
incline them to love and serve thee. I ask this for my
Lord and Saviour’s sake. Amen.’ Some of the pupiﬂ
attend church in the morning and in the afternoon, and g
special service is held at lmme in the evening. ﬂt one of
the Sabbath evening services, when the love of Jesus was
referred to, one miimtul boy, who could neither speak na
walk, shouted out with such delight, that the proceedings
were temporarily disturbed.”

The first practical effort made for the imbecile in Seot-
land was set on foot h}r Sir John and Lml_} Jane Ugﬂt}l
who erected, at their own expense, an as Vlum for the
treatment of idiot and imbecile children, on their estate
at Baldovan, near Dundee. It was opened in 1854, and
has accommodation for forty patients. No children are
admitted over thirteen years of age, and the most im-
provable are preferred. All the patients pay for their
board and training sums varying from £13 10s. Od. per
annum each, according to age and accommodation re
quired. The low charges made for most of the patients
are insufficient to defray their cost ; the deficit is made
up by voluntary subscriptions. .['hh asylum is under the
supervision of the Board of Lunacy for Scotland.

The only other Scotch institution is the ..f‘ua}]urn for Im-
beciles at Larbert, near Falkirk, which owes its origin fo
the self-denying labours of Dr. and Mrs. David Brodie. I
was first ﬁp{:nu:l in the year 1835, in (;‘1.‘} Ei(,]d—szlunn?,
Edinburgh, where it was continued for four years, when it
was removed to a more suitable house at Colinton DBank
in the suburbs of that city.

Subsequently the committee feued nine acres near the
Larbert Station of the Scottish Central Railway, on which
they commenced, in 1861, the erection of an institution
calenlated to accommodate 200 children.

The most recent movement in favour of the idiot is the
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foundation of a Western Counties Asylum for idiots, under
the auspices of the Earl of Devon. A house, with two
acres of land, at Stareross, near Exeter, has been fitted up
for the reception of twenty-one pupils, and will be shortly
ened. Cases will be admitted by election and on TH!_}'IH{‘H"E.
[n Ameriea the duty of educating imbecile children has
been more fully recognised than in any other country,
Throughout the United States, and especially in the New
England States, not only is every child legally entitled to
education, but even to the feeble-minded is conceded a
right to suitable trairing. For example, in the preamble to
the Act of the Legislature of Ohio, incorporating the Ohio
State Asylum for the Education of Idiotic and Imbecile
Youth, the arguments in their favour are thus foreibly and
happily expressed :—¢ Whereas the State has t'L‘a'u‘f,{‘!ll‘r'-';'w[ the
education of its youth as a duty incumbent upon the State,
and has provided for those who are not susceptible of
improvement in common schools, modes of instruction
adapted to their wants and capabilities ; and whereas it
appears, by the report of the Secretary of State, that there
are a large number of idiotic youth resident within its
borders, who are ineapable of improvement in ordinary
or private schools, who are a burden to their friends and
to the community, objects of commiseration, degraded and
helpless ; and whereas experience has satisfactorily demon-
strated that, under the system of instruction adopted in
schools for idiots in other States, and in Europe, these
youths may be elevated, their habits corrected, their health
and morals greatly improved, and they be enabled to ob-
tain their own support : now, therefore, in the discharge
of the duty of the State to educate its weak and helpless
children, as well as the gifted and the strong, and to ele-
vate a hitherto neglected class : Be it enacted,” de.

When will the hard reasoning of our political economists
be thus leavened with true wisdom?

The oldest establishment in the States is the Massachu-
setts School for Idiotic and Feeble-minded Youth, founded
in the year 1847, It is gratuitously superintended by the
l.iE‘?"tt:lI].;:'IJ:l.‘:'h{‘.El philanthropist, Dr. Howe, of Boston, the
widely-known instructor of Laura Bridgman, The State
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Legislature grants annually 9,000 dollars to be devoted
to f.(“'l(’hlll" :uui training 1ndluent idiotie children belong.
ing to the uammuuwmith and has also granted 25,000
dollars towards the ]J'll'l‘ﬂ}hl.-"uﬁ of ground and the erection
of school buildings. There are now seventy pupils under
training in this school.

The New York State Asylum for Idiots is located within
a mile of the city of £ H}fmulw in the north-west part of
the State. It has been in operation for thirteen years,
and contains 135 pupils. About 80 acres of land are at-
tached to the institution, upon which forty of the boys
are employed. It is presided over by Dr. Wilbur, and
is in most effective working order. In 1863 seven of the
pupils completed the term uf their education. Three of
them entered on self- -:.up]:mtm" engagements, and one was
]J‘:l'h(‘ll by the Regimental Surgeon as competent to serve
as a Volunteer.

The Pennsylvania Training School for Feeble-minded
Children was established in 1853. It is situated at Media,
within twelve miles of Philadelphia. There are about 130
children in the school, but the buildings are designed to
accommodate 150. The buils lings are erected on the south-
ern slope of a hill of consider: able elev: wtion, and command
views of an extensive and varied landscape, on the moral
effects of which Dr. P a.trlc-h, the Superintendent, lays very
great weight. There is a farm of fifty acres, and ten
acres of w umlhnd embosomed in which is a a.maIl ceme-
tery, the I‘E‘:t]ll“’-PhﬂG of a few little slumberers.

The Legislatures of Connecticut, Rhode Island, New
Jersey, Delaware, Kentuck v, and Indiana have also made
grants for the tmmmn‘ of their feeble-minded poor.

It is highly creditable to our tranzatlantic brethren,
that the unhappy contest in which they are engaged has
not arrested the prosecution of this good uﬁrL nor has
the bitter feeling of enmity of the North against the South
crushed all charitab le feelings. On the a:'nntmr}' we learn
from the report of the Pcmmyha,nm Training School, that
ten children from the southern states, left on their hands
without the ordinary remittances for their maintenance,
have been retained and nurtured with the usual care ; and
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in order that this should be done without embarrassment
to other parts of the work, the physician, officers, and
teachers voluntarily and cheerfully agreed to suspend the
payment of one-half of their salaries until the Southern
claims could be collected, and to take the rigk of their eol-
lection.

In Germany, Bavaria, Denmark, and Prussia, the care of
the imbecile has likewise been recognised as a public duty.

Such is a rapid summary of the various efforts already
made on behalf of the idiot and imbecile.

[ shall now proceed to give a more detailed description
of the institutions I have inspected, commencing with
the National Asylum at Earlswood, which I visited last
spring, 1n company with Mr. Jonathan Pim and surgeon
Wharton, Medical Inspector of Lunatics under the Court
of Chancery. Mr. Pim has for some time been interested in
this subjeet, and is the anthor of a valuable paper “On the
necessity of a State provision for the Education of the
Deaf and Dumb, the Blind and the Imbecile,” read before
the Statistical and Social Inquiry doclety of Dublin, in
January last,

Liarlswood is delightfully situated about a mile and a-
half from the Redhill Station of the London and Brighton
Railway, bordering on the grounds of the Philanthropie
Society. On approaching the institution, we were surprised
0 see an extensive pile of building, handsomely orna-
mented, and bearing more the appearance of a palatial
residence than an asylum. On first thoughts it may
appear a mistake to erect so grand and imposing a strue-
ture for such a purpose ; but, on reflection, the majority
will, T think, come to the conclusion that beauty has its
effects in the education of the imbeeile, and that the ad-
ditional cost of a handsome design over a plain one is well
expended. Moreover, we found on inquiry that the eost
of the structure per head was less than is usual for pauper
linatic asylums in England. The style is composite, be-
tween English and Ttalian, with a handsome central tower,

and another on each wing. There is a gate-lodge at
entrance, and a fine carriage drive to the building, which

‘s immediately surrounded by beautifully laid out parterres.
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The building consists of two wings, one for boys, the other
for girls, The number of pupils at present at Earlswood
1s 400, viz., 278 boys and 122 glrl«

We entered a lofty and spacious hall, on the left of
which is a small 1'vaptmn room for visiters, where may
be seen specimens of the work of the inmates—mats, fn:l:}
work, baskets, drawings—all on sale. These various
articles demonstrate the marvellous improvement of which
they are capable.

Dr. Down, the able and intelligent Superintendent, gave
up nearly the whole of the day in order to show us the
various departments of the institution, and explained witl
patience the different modes of teaching. What I saw
and keard I shall now endeavour to narrate, and in my
observations shall refer to the writings of the Rev. Edwin
Sidney, by whose able exertions the cause of the idiot has
been greatly furthered. He has on numerons occasions
advocated their interests on the platform and in the press
and directed the attention of many distinguished philan-
thropists to their condition.

Doctor Down first conducted us to the dormitories,
which are spacious, clean, and well ventilated, and remark-
ably free from the closeness so ”{,num]l} ohservable i
public institutions. Twenty of the improved pupils assist
in making the beds and keeping the rooms clean, Near
the tImnutm les 1s the general wardrobe, a room surrounded
by shelves, divided into t_.U]Il}hlli.Il]LIil'b, each belonging to
one pupil, in which the clothes are neatly arranged. There
is no particular costume adopted. Pupils appointed to
that {illt}, take the elothes in baskets labelled with the
owners’ names, to their respective bedrooms. All the clothes
of both boys d,l]t[ girls are made in the house. In this the
f«uumrr-nmrimm gives most effectual Inzlp.

The baths are white- tiled, and there is an abundance of
hot and cold \'v.:’lE.L':l‘ all through the house. Under each
bed is a basket, made by the pupils, for holding their
clothes. The windows command expansive views, which
conduce to the health and happiness of the 111111:1tus.

We were next pointed out the private rooms of the pay-
patients.




19

There are three classes of pay-patients. The children
of we: |[L.]v persons, who pay 150 gnineas a-year for their
board, LtttE_‘!]iE.LIH.,, .iml instruction. The children of the
gentry, who can only afford 100 guineas a-year; and
[ul]d]'-.r children T-‘.]..u s¢ parents are in limited circum-
stances, and cannot give more than 50 guineas a-year.

Each one of the first elass has a small sittine-room and
bed-room, furnished with great neatness, and has the ad-
vantage (Jf a special attendant to himself,

All ﬂu second class patients dine together, and every
six of them have private bed-rooms; while the third
class live altogether with the free admissions.

The dining-rooms of the pay-patients are comfortable,
well-furnished apartments. The table is supplied with a
neat china dinner service. They have also sideboards,
equipped as 1s usual in the houses of the ge ntry, so t]mt
the patients may be taught to live as persons in their rank
of life should do in their homes.

We were then conducted to the long ecorridors, from
which the various apartments open. These passages are
ornamented with beautiful engravings, presented by friends,
and framed by the pupils themselve g, with a few drawi Ings,
the work of another lmp'll From the ceilings are sus-
pended cages of canaries and other birds, and frl 188 globes

r"U] 1 and silver fish ; the windows being ornamentec 1 with
glass cases of ferns, refreshed with running water.

From the corridor we looked down upon the dining-
hall: here we saw over 200 pupils seated at tables, the
boys on one side, the g girls on the other. On this our first
sight of the Ii]luia, we were greatly surprised to see them
behavi ing with perfect propriety. Order reigned through-
out. The tables were eovered with neat white cloths, and
L‘.i[,h pupil had a knife and fork, and a mug. On a signal
given they all rose, and grace was sung ‘u.]th decorum.
The effect of the voices of so m: \ny imbeciles joining in
this act of devotion was ve ry impressive.

Immediate I} the dinner was wheeled In on tiers of
shelves from a hot eloset in the kitchen and quickly dis-
tributed. It had been previously served out on lillt(“
meat, greens, and potatoes. In five minutes the whole
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room was supplied, and the pupils were soon husilj,r at
work ; but without any greediness or slovenly feeding,
This sight alone evidenced the marvellous improvement
which training had made in their habits. Most of those
we now saw so well conducted at table knew not how to hold
a knife and fork when they were admitted. Some had
been in the habit of feeding themselves with their fingers
others of snatching and bolting their food like animals,

We were afterwards conducted to the kitchen, which
adjoins the dining-hall. It is large and well provided
with all culinary requisites. The cooks are assisted by
several of the pupils, dressed as men-cooks with whife
aprons and linen hats, and who enjoy their employment
and set about their duties with an amusing sense of their
mmportance. These at their admission could not have
been permitted near an open fire. One of them was
engaged in mincing food for those who cannot masticate,
He had charge of an ingenious apparatus which reduced
the food to a state like that of potted meat. Another is
called the historical cook, on aceount of his surprising
memory for historical facts. He can repeat whole pages
of history. We asked him several questions, nearly all of
which he answered with marvellous accuracy. Amongst
his replies he gave us an account of the Pelopennessian
war, showing that he was intimately acquainted with its
details. He mentioned its duration, date, and cause ; the
resources of the combatants ; the gains and losses on either
side ; the temporary peace ; the renewal of the war after
the Spartan success, and the final defeat of the Athenians
by Lysander.

The institution is provided with a splendid laundry,
constructed on the most improved prineiples, and supplied
with a 12-horse power engine, purchased at the Inter
uational Exhibition, which performs its work most satisfac-
torily. Here we saw some of the lads turning the mangle
with right good will. There are drying closets and iron-
ing stoves, and every appliance for the rapid performance
of washing, drying, and distribution of the clothes, Over
8,000 pieces of clothing necessary for the establishment
pass through the laundry per week. A large tank, caps-
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ble of holding 30,000 gallons, has been erected near the
lanndry to collect the rain-water from the roof of the
asylum,

The workshops next engaged our attention. The first
employments to which the children are put are picking
cocoa nut fibre for mats, splitting rods for baskets, or pre-
paring horse hair for mattresses. These teach them to sit
quietly, to which they are naturally much disinclined.
These employments also awaken their attention, and in-
struct them in voluntary motion ; they learn to use their
fingers, a first step in their education.

They are then taught in the mat shops to plait the
cocoa fibre, and to make mats. In time they become
adepts in making figured hearth-rugs and hall’and door
mats. Upwards of seventy boys are engaged as mat
weavers and helpers. As they turn out of their shop more
than is required for the use of the establishment, matting
for corridors, or church and fancy mats may be had to
order by purchasers, who can benefit the institution ma-
tertally by favouring it with their orders,

One of the mat makers acts as postman to the institu-
tion, and is intrusted with the letter-bag, of which he is
most proud.

Dr. Down explained to us, that according as each pupil
shows a predilection for a trade, he is placed in the work-
shop ; at first they are mere lookers-on, but after a time
they say “I should like to trythis,” and thus they are led on.

We next visited the tailors’ shop, and here we found
above a dozen boys sitting crosslegged on a raised board,
busy stitching away, under the superintendence of a
master tailor, who cuts out and allots the work. We ex.
amined their work, and found it very creditable. All the
clothes for the pupils, and the uniform for the attendants,
are made in the tailors’ shop. Mr. Sidney on one occasion
found them in high glee over a humorous job. Mr. Punch
had been brought in to have his nose and Jacket repaired,
Preparatory to a grand performance. They set about his
Tépairs in earnest, and soon put this capital figure of that
distinguished personage into performing order. Here is
also found one of the assistant cooks who had changed his

e

= —
= ep——— 3
i ——




white dress, and is busy at his needle. Of this pupil it i
recorded that his reception into the asylum has been a great
boon to him. He is naturally amiable and gentle, thougl
visibly imbecile, and is believed to be truly influenced
by genuine piety. He has a knowledge of the Seripturs
that is quite surprising, and a really enlightened appreci
ation of the simple truths of the gospel. The happy effeet
of this knowledge are marked in all he does. He is clearly
one of the ¢ poor in spirit,” blessed indeed in his feeble con.
dition, whose ¢is the kingdom of heaven,” knowing his
Saviour, and humbly obeying His precepts, and striving
to follow His blessed example.

We passed on to the shoemaking department, of whic
the historical cook is a member. Here we saw thirteen
boys at work, soleing, heeling, and repairing. They
showed their work with much satisfaction, and wen
pleased with our commendation. All the shoemaking
work of the institute is done here, and we were shown
shelves of new and old boots and shoes in stock.

One amusing fellow delighted in getting hold of a news
paper, and pretending to read from it. He could not read
a line, but had a faculty for inventing extraordinary ac
counts of imaginary events. Ie would make a capital
“ penny-a-liner.” I do not recollect the comical stories he
improvised for us ; but remember his cunning expression
after he had delivered his effusions.

In the basket-room, about a dozen of the boys were em
ployed making plain and fancy baskets. All the ordinary
baskets used in the house are made by them.

The earpenters’ shop presented a busy scene. Sixten
lads were employed under a skilled artisan in making
boxes. Most, if not all of the bedsteads and cupboards
and ordinary furniture of the institution are made in thi
shop. Each of them had some article of his own manw
facture to exhibit; and it was very touching to see the
poor creatures showing the fruits of their labour, and to
find them comforted and encouraged by our inspection
and by a few words of commendation. _

The boys' school-rooms were deeply interesting, and I
was marvellous to see the order kept among such uniq




classes. No greater testimony can be given to the skill
and patience of the teachers. Kindness is the talisman ;
anything approaching restraint or severity has been found
to fail. When we remembered the harsh pedagorue with
his cane for ever within reach, and called to mind the con-
tinual raps on the hands and knuckles which followed
every miss, we wished that all teachers could see 1n this
asylum the better effects of patient kindness,

The utmost exercise of patience is needed, with con-
stant kindness. The little ones are taught to put beads
upon a wire—to arrange beads of different colours in some
definite order, in twos, threes, or fours—to build up little
blocks of wood, or put together pieces of different form.

Then there are special speaking lessons : the pupils go
throngh movements with their lips, tongue-gymnasties fol-
low, and various sounds are taught., Sometimes a com-
mencement 18 made with labial sounds, and sometimes
with vowel sounds; and they are taught the names of
animals by means of small models held up before the class.
[n order to promote improvement in speech, a cabinet of
bjects has been provided, the utterance of the names of
which includes all the sounds of the English language.
For example, if the sounds are those of the letter ¢, the
teacher first holds up a ¢op, which the pupils are made to
name collectively, then a letter, and lastly a pot. For d
he shows a dog, a ladd, r, and an object coloured red.

As they improve they are advanced to finger lessons,
reading, writing, and arithmetic, Writing from dictation
18 tried with more advanced pupils. They first spell out a
sentence, and then write it on the board. They are taught
numbers by means of painted cubes on wires. There are
:1!.-.] writing and dra wing rooms. By means of drill exer-
cises, ease and rapidity of movement is taught, as well as
T}ﬂi*!j{ obedience to the word of command, and attention to
ume and tane. Classes are formed for teaching the pro-
¢ess of dressing, and the children are taught to get into
their clothes, and are initiated into the intricacies of the
tutton-hole and the perplexities of the knot and tie.

The increased experience of the medical superintendent
has led him to introduce various expedients for eliciting
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observation, and cultivating habits of order and usefulpess
The use of objects, as a means of instruction, has been «y.
tensively introduced. Cabinets fitted up with specimens
of natural curiosities have been found beneficial in strength.
ening the power of observation. Different coloured pieees
of wood, which can be joined together and form geometri.
cal h'furm and ietters, are found attractive, and lessons are
given, in the imitation-room, on the form, colour, taste,
smell, size, weight, and use of the various objects. Itis
also intended to have a printing press, to teach the advaneed
class the art of printing.

The girls’ department is quite distinet from the boys
They have a skilled governess, who seems peculiarly quali-
fied for her post; and it is no easy one. We witnessed her
mode of training a room full of little ones. It was done
by imitation : whatever the teacher did was duly copied.
They were exercised by various motions of the arms and
hands, marching round the room, singing all the time,
or repeating w ords after the n11-.«t1‘e-*.~.. ‘b'u*muq 1]{“;11:9:.
are resorted to, to instruct them ; first movable letter
boards, then le-ﬁmm on sheets, dﬂil g0 on to books, They
are pu*tmlhr[y fond of stories, and their attention IHIE:LIIII“
awakened by them. Inutuwtmn in numbers is given |r1,
objects, ball-frames, black-boards, and slates. Their play-
rooms are fitted up in every manner that can conduce fo
their enjoyment ; and as they delight in the care of dumb
animals, they have a large aviary “of about fifty canaries,
which tht:}i' tend w1t11 great care. In the first-class gitld
school-room, thc_j,r are pl‘lnmp:ﬂ]y engaged in useful work,
part of the time being allotted to tln, making of fancy
articles for sale, of which some beantiful specimens may
be seen in the reeception-room. They love to show their
work, and were much pleased with our commendation. Un
the walls are hung large maps on rollers, and the room is
ornamented with stands of flowers and ferns.

The progress made by very young children has been
most encouraging. It is very llnpm tant that the training
should commence at an early age. The poor gvnura]‘
postpone all efforts to have their idiot children trained
until they are fourteen or fifteen years of age, when they




become mischievous or dangerous, and so ecause them
trouble and anxiety : they are then most difficult to im-
prove ; and their habits and u}?-;;tiu;m]-.* are injurious to the
'-'JE'!I'_‘:' e'EI”-.'l!‘c_‘Tl.

In one room we came across a class engaged in I’L“ ing a
shopkeeping. This combination of amusement and instruc-
tion is intended to tcvh ll them the value and use of money,
so that on their return home th ey may be able to purchase
little necessaries for their parents. One pupil stood behind
a connter and acted as salesman, while the others sat on
benches 1--..*!'01'[* him, and in turn advanced to the counter
and acted as customer, The shopman had a set of drawers
filled with sugar, tea, rice, nuts, marbles, &e.; and the
buyer had various coins. One boy advanced and asked for a
pound of sugar, which the shopkeeper proceeded to weigh.
He put some into the scales and the lookers on were asked
if it was the right quantity. If it was not enough he put
in more, and if too much he put back a .«pfl[:nilt! When
the accurate measure was arrived at, the purchaser pro-
ceeded to make his payment, and with the help of the
master’s teaching, was enabled to understand the exact
amonnt he had to pay for the pound of sugar. The master

|;Wi11* nded the proceedings, and f']']”ELT them the value
of money and of the articles w]t[ and 11-1j:11wr1 to them
gome knowled; re of \H_“ FFJT‘- ang 1111{ asures, and the IHEL[-’{H .l
1-,u.|: ation of number. The interest and attention which
the poor idiots evineed in this oecupation,and the marked ad-
vancement in their powersof observation elicited our wonder.

The doetor eonducted us also to the nursery for young
r‘|| dren, which then contained forty-two ]r111;1|*- . of these
seven were unable to walk from paralysis or other causes,
twelve could not feed t }]l'[ll"'-'ll"l_l“", thirty could not dress
themselves, and the remaining twe ]'H‘ though able to
put on their elothes, eould not Ihtr.‘tl Un“n on or attend to
::'I ' Own “'.l'lh:”_t-[_]'t]'-

”n asylum also compre hends sanatoriums for boys and
girls, a large |:rnpmtmn of whom require their food to be
minced, and feed themselves with spoons, and a few require
to be fed. Some can only partially dress themselves, and
many cannot assist themselves at all.
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We also paid a visit to the infirmary, where we sy
several patients in bed. The room was remarkably cley
and well ventilated. Every care and consideration appeare|
to be taken of the sick ones; and for the nse of the con
valescent patients a raised l:].llfm'][l was erected at egel
window, to enable them to sit and chju}f the scenery.

The doctor informed us that there was very little sicknes
in the asylum ; owing, no doubt, to the good air, regu hrtt'
of ]n'mn_r, and t]m watchfulness of the sup (‘1I11ti‘11£{l‘t 1ts.

Curious cases oceur in sickness. One pupil had neve
been heard to speak a word till confined to bed by
painful disorder. He was thought by all to be cmnp]l*tq"
dumb. While here he :w]'mum] to the .ln![]\lllh]]]fll_"ll[t]
those present, “ Why do I suffer thus?” He then spoke
of his father and mother with affection. Strong impres.
sions sometimes elicit speech from idiots regarded s
dumb ; here pain did it. Anger has been known to
this. A boy considered dumb had learned to write a littl
on a slate, and was proud of his copy. In his absence it
was rubbed out, and on his return, to the amazement of
those who believed him speechless, he frowned and ex
claimed, *“ Who rubbed it out ¢’

In another dpartin ent we saw the incurable cases, for
whom little can be done save to treat them with kindnes
and keep them from harm. These are the most nnpleasant
objects, and should be kept in a separate asylum. We
were shown some neat and easy ecarriages for erpplo ;, and
informed that the other Pul:ﬂb take P](:w.lru in drawing
them about the grounds.

After pa_rm]uurr of refreshment with the worthy doctor,
we were conducted through the extensive ,;rr':mmh of tlm
institution, which consist " of 140 acres. Nmrly thirty o
the pupils were engaged in farming operations, dressed in
farmers’ frocks and thick buskins. Some had charge o
the cattle, consisting of cows, sheep, and pigs. They
enjoy the outdoor me oreatly, and r]e!urrht in .Lttf"ﬂ(l.l"
on the animals of the farm. One poor idiot showed us th
cow-sheds, where a fine stock of cows was housed. Ther
15 also an extﬂlnnu kitchen-garden, covering nearly sevel
acres, which fully supplies the house ; and some of the lad
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were allowed to have small gardens for themselves. The
varden and farm are a valuable addition to the institution,
they offer v aried t'lnp]nvliwilt adapted to different inte ch—
tual grades, and afford sunitable oce -1E=gmuu for those who
are not equal for indoor work. Shrubs and trees have
been planted for the purpose of shade, and paths of a
diversified pature have been made round the estate,
fording leasant walks for the pupils within the boun-
daries of the institution. Garden-seats have been made
and painted by the carpenters.

Earlswood, being on so extensive a scale, admits of a
pe ri' -{-; -1.~'l]11 of classifieation. On the admission of a

. Down endeavours to ascertain 1.1- peculiarities.
lL notes accurately the physical condition of the patient
ind his mental capacity, and graduoally observes his ineli-
nation to any particular pursuit, These particulars are
renerally ascertained while the pupil is passing through
he probationary period. Here he is brourht into some
sort of order, taught the use of a knife, fork, and spoon,
and corrected of his filthy habits of feeding. He is then
put into a class under the care of a nurse, where the
example of the other children helps him on.

Even the amusements of the pupils are classified. There
18 a series of }uhn-muuh in which they are placed ac-
cording to their mental capacity. In these rooms various
quiet games are promoted ; and there is a large room on
the ground-floor, where football and nine-pins may be
played in wet weather. In the grounds provision is made
for ericket, ekittles, and swir 128, A ¢ apits 1] gymn: 1sium 1s
provided with all kinds of tﬂ,m*]l tlc' vppliances, by means
of which boys who could not stand, balanee themselves 5, OF

grasp anything, bave been taug flt feats of agility, and
nOW enjoy exercises from which at first the Y turned with
H | -lalli.

Musie bears a prominent part in their training, Most
idiots are affected by it. Ewven the very dullest in intel-
leet may be aroused EJ-", the aid of music. At dinner 'rhe:,,r
sing the grace, led 1:} the master, and sometimes ]rnn in
chanting a psalm and in singing a hymn, and it 1s sur-
prising to hear idiots singing so well together. Several
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patients have been taught to play on the concertina,
and drom, and a few on the piano ; teaching them
value of notation is, however, beyond their capacity, ay
18 too abstract for them to realize. The servants arey
taught musie, so that a very respectable band is formed,
drum being played by the artist-pupil, who is among t
few idiots in the asylum who can count time or play frm
notes. In summer this band performs once a week on the
terrace, and fétes are held at which games of agility a
practised, and processions of the pupils, rendered gay ly
flags and banners, perfom evolutions to the sound of mery
musie. Balloons are occasionally sent up. Private theatn
cals are sometimes got up for their amusement, and “ Pupg
and Judy” is an especial favourite. Mr, Sidney witness
its performance on one occasion in the great hall, where “}
found 210 pupils, and Punch at the further end ; the fram
made by the carpenters, and painted by the artist-pupi.
One of the attendants, concealed by the frame, was th
performer, and did the whole most humorously. The de
light of the spectators was intense ; and I must confes
that they realized amazingly the blows inflicted on poa
Judy by her tyrannieal husband ; but far more did they
applaud where Judy in return banged him till his skl
rattled again,”

In winter, one evening in each week is given up
amusement, when shadow pantomime, the galanti show,
“Punch and Judy,” the magic lantern, the oxycalcium
microscope, and the band of stringed instruments, by
turns, entertain the patients,

At Christmas Dr. Down indulges them with a pants
mimic concert, in which the attendants take the principal
parts, but with the assistance of forty of the pupils. The
costumes and scenes are executed in the house. The artis
pupil paints the proscenium, and the woodwork is as wel
prepared in the carpenter’s shop as in that of any cabinet
maker. Dr. Down writes the dialogues, and Mrs. Dows
designs the costumes and scenic arrangements, At the
last of these charade performances, 310 pupils were pre
sent, and manifested extreme pleasure, and numbers d
the neighbouring gentry attended the entertainment, and
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xpressed the utmost satisfaction at witnessing the delight
t'-.i?l'i'-k nced by the patients, _

In order to enable the pupils to visit the Crystal Palace
on the occasion of any spec 1al attraction, a savings-bank
has been established for their pocket- money and presents.

H]{- ”Utlui ‘-il':}-ﬁ-l l1 s a 1I]u':i ] {:ll a4 Man=o f-n.u, ][h]tf:‘ IT
an inmate. His talent for dr: aw ing was deve ]UE:L*L[ 80 con-
siderably t hat some of his {_'ufl e8 evinced great taste and
ability. At the Jlm of the Crimean war, he drew a battle-
,'_._-I;l;iu which the Russians are made to run away, and
only one Englishman 1s killed. l]lh drawing he di spl: Lyed
with great xm] exclaiming, ° Pl.~~m run. One E nglish
dead—only one.” Several of his drawings have been sold
i':.-i' i I-mLtJull each ; and one of his u-.'-u s of a picture ]I‘I,’

Landseer um submitted to the attention of the Queen, who
Wi n.ﬂuuu. } lnh‘: sed to accept of !t: and to prese [-.zr, Lhim
with two guineas for pocket-money. It has now a con-
spicuous place in the palace. He onece saw the picture of

vessel on a ]hli.?n'..‘T.}J andkerchie f, and str: rhtw: ay set to
work to comstruct the model of a ship; il s first efforts
were imperfect, but having obtained the secret of be nding

wood by steaming it, he wir-tlmtul the marvellous ship
now to be seen at Barlswood. When we saw him, he was

lan |1|1|Lr a model of the Great Easte rn, thirteen fe n;t and a
half ]u.]tn but was much puzzled for space large enough
to build it in. We also saw some of his drawings, which
are 80 well executed that we were disposed to doubt his
1dioey; however, on conversing with him, we found he was
unmistakably a “natural.”

We did not fail to observe that Dr. Down had gained
the affection of the children. From a careful observation
of the pupils we are enabled to te stify that the law of kind-
ness 18 the rule of the house. An expression of happiness
was visible on the faces of the children. They appeared
to be free from all fear, though they knew fali..} ]HHHEUIJE_‘V
The Doctor is a striet tlmlflnmrhm and is evidently
specially qualified for his duties, which are of the most
arduous nature.

He has contributed a very interesting and instructive
paper to the Lancet, on the condition of the mouth in
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idiocy, the result of a careful examination of upwards
200 cases, and has in preparation a treatise of a psychol.
gical and physiological nature, collected from bis study of
the mental and physical condition of the idiots of Earls
wood, the largest imbecile population in the world.

As evening drew near, we were oblizged to conclude o
visit to this interesting 'mal unique institution. Such an.
other day we had never spent. It may be th:m"’tt that
we have exaggerated. Many who have ‘heard the account:
of Ldrlhmuml with a eredulous shake of the head, haw
tested their accuracy by personal inspection, and the in-

variable result has Leen to fill them with amazement and
admiration, and to draw forth the exclamation— * The half
was not told us.” Let those who doubt, go and judge fu
themselves. The asylum is open daily to visiters.

The government of this Institution is vested in a boan
of management, appointed annually at a general meeting,
All persons subscribing half-a-guinea a year, or five guinea
at one time, are member: g, and have the 11H1|t of mtmfr l
the elections. The pupils are admitted Iw the open Llet
tion of the members,

During my last summer vacation, I took the opportunity
of paying a visit to the Scotch tb}]umn. That at Larber,
whose origin is stated at page 14, is sitnated on the
Seottish Central lt:tilwu}*, within twenty minutes walk o
the station.

The asylum consists of two picturesque houses, built in
the Gothic style. It is intended that three similar buili
ings should be erected, with a large central kitchen,laundry,
fuui other offices, so th'Lt the ﬂhulc will consist of four
wings and a LLI!thll block. We were first shown inl
the drawing-room. Unfortunately, Dr. Brodie was absesl
from home. He had left a few days before on a tour o
the continent, where he purposed to visit several asylum:
for the idiotic and insane ; but we saw his excellent wift
Mrs. Brodie, who gave us many interesting details, and
conducted us over the in‘:titmiuu She first showed us 8
photograph of a poor girl, who was born without ear
but was able to 1[1*~t1n='u:-l1 sounds slightly through her
nose and mouth, and =11w'13% manifested pleasure w hen she




heard bells ringing, which she could answer without being
told to do so by IJLI 1LJ]<m -servants, She had been f*whh
vears in the .l‘*'l.lll[]l wnd had become so Jmllu wed as to be
advanced to the post of housemaid, for which she receives
wares, and to be intrusted "-‘r]t[l the care of Mrs. Brodie's
::]uu':[;fu-n‘.r:. [t 15 a re kable fact that many of these
half-witted oirls make better servants than some who have
the full use of their understandings.

We were then taken over the completed wing, which is
oecupied chiefly by the election and reduced payment
CASes. I[l 1_.|- *nl[h ] I'ooln [ut' 2 were H ,lt Oor nine Lr;:_..‘_
and girls seated in charge of a nurse, 1]-“ governess being
;,-‘;.,a:._-;'.t] and were singinge the 1|r~.';|m= “1 want to be an
angel.” rI']u v See tmx[ much lltu\ ed at seeing Mrs. Brodie,
who spoke to them with great tendernes ",'L]Hl asked them
to sing a verse of the hy mu she ]..l.l.l tanght them the clw
before on the text, * Suffer little []iIIHILH which t lm_j,
sang very nicel y— -[-.4, Brodie leading the hymn. Several
of the I.EII|] el h ad a vacant senseless ]_'!![JE\, tr.!1|'1'~; showed
much 1‘|tn*|]'-"r*m'c‘ but all had a strange unnatural expres-
sion of mouth. Um* poor girl had been born a health y child,
but was injured | by a fall from a bed, and was now very
helpless. All of the children seemed tractable and Il.Jl'liH,’

The dormitories are most comfortable, ele: an, and air Y,
containing from two to ten beds in each, There are several
bath-rooms constructed on the newest plans. One called
the spray bath, is formed by a number of perforated brass
pipes, through which the water spurted like a shower all
over the body. The house appliances are calculated to
make the unfortunate inmates happy and contented.

A remarkable feature among these poor afflicted ones is,
that kind treatment always results in overcoming the most
obstinate and wayward, and in rendering them submissive
and obedient. At the time of our visit 1ht, institution was
in vaeation, and the most intelligent of the pupils were
absent at tiun homes ; it is a lvmu r tribute to the kind
care and attention 11:[} rece n‘e th.m; 1!1(*" were Tl‘*}h:llt!_‘:l as
glad to return, and the friends of the children express much
”..J..Llfili ation at the nup]mmmnt manifested even after a
short period of training. Some write grateful letters of
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thanks, others express a wish that their afflicted ones may
be soon taken back, as they cannot make them as happy
and comfortable at home as at “ school.”

We were next conducted over the central block, which
contains Dr. Brodie’s apartments, besides rooms furnishe
for the accommodation of patients of the higher classes, wh
pay for special apartments and attendants for their afflicte]
children. In the first room were two little boys, of about
twelve years of age ; they could neither walk nor talk, and
seemed quite helpless, and were not able even to feed them.
selves. They had a nurse in constant attendance on them,
[u the next room was a most interesting little boy of ning
years of age; he was recovering from a severe fit of
epilepsy, to which he is liable every six weeks. He has
quite a passion for books, though he can read but little
He was turning over the pages and examining the pic
tures, and constantly asking for more books. His photo-
graphic album was handed to him, and he could tell at
once all the likenesses of the different members of his
family ; when he came to bis own likeness, he said it was
Georgy ; but when asked where was the real Georgy, im-
mediately he was puzzled, and could not answer. M
Brodie asked him who had made him better ; he replied,
“Dr. Brodie.” “ But,” said she, “ who helped Dr. Brodie "
he answered, “ Mr. Reid” (his tutor). Mrs. Brodie then
explained to him that it was God, Dr. Brodie’s Father and
his Father, One little boy, who could not walk or speak,
always delighted in anything bright. One evening as the
sun was setting, like a ball of fire, Mrs. Brodie took it as
a lesson, and pointing to the glorious object, told him that
God was light, and was the maker of the sun. A gleam of
new light flashed across his countenance, such as she had
never seen before; and that night Mrs. Brodie repeated for
him a short prayer before going to sleep, and since then
nothing will induce him to go to sleep without his prayer
to God. The subject of one of the pictures in the drawing-
room 18 “ Christ blessing little children.” Mrs. Brodie told
us that when this dear child was naughty she had only to
bring him to look at this picture, and point out the bright
kind face of Jesus, and the light shining on the faces o
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ihe little ones, telling him that his face looked dark when
ohtv, and light an 1 bright like Jesus when good.

We also visited the Bale lovan Asylum, near Dundee. Tt
is a pretty bu ilding, situate in pleasant fields, having been
erected En, ]“ul-:r Jane Ogilvy, on her estate. The inserip
tion round the entrance door is as follows—* God hath
chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the
wise.” OUn "1*1|"~ yaching the house we were accosted by
one of the imbecile girls, who acts as servant. She shook

; with us, and seemed very friendly disposed. Mr.
}rij'.l;f]:;r-.*: the superintendent, conducted us through the
house, which then eontained twenty-six patients, Its
internal arrangements are by no means so complete as at
Larbert, and the dormitories were not so clean or well

ventilated. In the school-room we found seven or 1'-];:]15'

boys and girls singing a hymn, :|[-t'm|111:111h'<l by a small
harmonium. One of the }H;H. read tolerably, but all of
them looked foolish and had a vacant stare.

The next room we entered was devoted to hopeless cases,
of which there were eight or nine—most pitiable and
wretched objects. It is a remarkable fact that some of
the “lr:rv idiots” are quite insensible to feeling or pain.
A pin might be run into their flesh without their fee ling
it. Mr. Dickens alludes to the case of a former pupil 411:
the asylum at Highgate, who thrust a buckle through his
tongue, felt no pain or inconvenience, but was as vain of
the ornament as a woman of 1 ll]’j,'E]l‘n.l would be of a nose
ring ; but even in this state I]H“-; are capable of some 1m-
provement. In the tailors-room were five or six boys
sitting ecrosslegged at work, One of them had nearly
finished a pair of trowsers, remarkably neatly worked.
He could not speak, but H[]tul much lhuL-ul at being
comme |||l-.-1. Others were merely making trial of their
needles. Ome of them, on being asked if he could read,
shook his head ; but when asked if he liked to hear the hlmr
and to be told about Jesus, he smiled and looked pleased.

The = uperintendent then took us to his office, where he
had two of his best pupils in to read to us, which they
accompl lished very tolerably.

The most notew orthy feature, in regard to this afflicted
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class, and that one which, I confess, chiefly indugy
me to take an active interest in their improvement, i
their susceptibility to religious impressions. All theiy
teachers, not only in this country, but also in Amerig
bear testimony to the fact that the simple truths of the
(Gospel find a ready response in their hearts. Does g
this encourage us to spare no effort in training their minds
and bringing them within reach of divine truth?

The Rev. Edwin Sidney, whom we have before quoted
frequently alludes to this trait ; and we quite concur with
him in the opinion that the tI*nmu:* of the idiot owe
much of its success to keeping this c:nlim.lIItI}"Irl view, and
to the touching and simple lessons of the Gospel mos
anxiously imparted to those who are enabled to receir
instruction, which they seem to remember with mon
interest than anything else. He narrates several anee
dotes bearing on this subject, from which we select the
tollowing. One huy in passing through the corn fields when
they were ripening was heard to say, “ The fields stand
so thick with corn that they langh and sing ;* and also, ai
the opening of a new year, remarked of his own aceord,
“I want this year to be holier and holier, and better and
better ; I want to give God all my heart, and all my love.
Another little fellow whose gentleness and patience in sick-
ness were indicated in every look, when asked what made
him so comfortable, and in whom 11!., trusted, replied quietly,
but with IJ.‘.'MC:ML emotion, * MV Saviour.” “ What did he
do for you?"—* Died for me,” was his answer. “Why dil
he die for you 1"—*For my sins, that I may go to heaven.”
All this was said with a simplicity of manner which it was
a profitable lesson to witness, and showed what a gracious
compensation God had given him for the defeets of his
bodily powers and mentdl abilities, and the illness which
was wasting his feeble constitution,

At divine service the conduct of the improved idiots is
exemplary ; and they are reported to attend to it with
apparent reverence and devotion, and even to remember
and talk of what they hear.

Mr, Sidney, who has assisted more than once at the
hour of prayer, testifies to their attention and decorum
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He says :—" ‘The slightest undue attitude or gesture on
the part :II thu vmm"ll children is xmuntn]l\, mpwuwfl
hv the others, who are further ads ranced, by a shake of
the head, or a movement of the hand. In lwlng L‘lﬂ“btnﬂl.[_"l
on the simple truths of the Gospel, their answers have
often surprised me ; and it is certain that under its influ-
ence lying idiots have become truthful, and pilferers
;..mt*:'i; nor does the impression leave them when they
quit the as sylum.”
The late Joseph John Gurney, of Norwich, published the
following lines, as written by an idiot :—
“ Could we with ink the ocean fill—
Were the whole earth of parchment made—
Were every single stick a quill,
And every man a scribe by trade—
To write the love of God above
Would drain the ocean dry;
Nor could the zseroll contain the whole
If stretched from gky to sky.”

In ]*"I]v then to the ques stion, what ean be dome for
the 1diot T we mlrtu] to the Tuln"'unl" accounts as satisfac-
tory El‘ﬂlﬂllhtl vtion that

Jad habits have been corrected ;

The senses have been educated ;

,1 o many who could not articul: m* the faculty of speech

s heen imparted ;

llw muscular and physical powers have been improved.

Some have been trained to industrial pursuits, so as to
be able to earn a livelihood ;

The intelleet has been developed

The moral feelings have been aroused ;

And, above all, the veil which bedimmed the soul has
heen rendered tmmimn nt, so that the light of truth has
illuminated the darkened understanding of the poor idiot.

And if it cannot be gainsayed that the condition of the
1diot and imbecile ean ]:e thus unlumml 18 not our duty
plain ?

Jut what shall we answer for our past neglect? Verily
we are guilty in this matter. -

The future, however, is before us, Shall we not re-
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deem the time, and gird up our loins to make up
deficiency by a strenuous effort on bel
class ?

ful‘ Ims{
1alf of this neglected

There are three courses open for adoption :—

I. The foundation of a general institution for the recep-
tion of all degrees of idiocy, from the hopeless to the mos
improvable.

II. The opening of an asylum for the pure idiots, wh
are not susceptible of much improvement, but who can ke
housed, cared for, and cured of bad habits,

III. The establishment of a training school for the im-
provable cases, where, as in the asylums of which I haye
attempted a deseription, they may be trained to habits of
usefulness, rendered able to earn a livelihood, and be
taught the way of salvation.
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