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DEAR MOTHER, = Ty g -
Ix one of mvy last letters 1 [P
:' 3 !!li:-»l'|| (H¥] ;-_“rl:li.ll for vour amusement an _J.,\.I.-!-':I,_j,“j'l.,-,u": Dgmes
= lic Sketeh :—not with the hope of conferring upon it any
addition to the interest which seems to attach itself to almost
every thine Euastern, 1|1|-'|5-_|| 1|=.;|1, in abler hands, !|!I:"E|L prove 1o arduous

task ; but from a conviction that, to you, ans thing, however trifling,
would be interesting, connected with a foreign land, in which it has
;:'I'u'-\::'“.l.: ]:Il't:"n':hl'lll'l_' :-:I.;,! |_|;I_" |_||| il |!j.'|_"' |||.1|_||'|:' I'.iill.l['i_'ll -"'.:ll.'.ll.i. |.||.' L8

. s H i
'.-|Jlli.l.-C|‘ |I'|l:|. 1 ,'|||,'|', IR -

['\III'L_, the land of enchantment, the treasur

nation cullz 1ts brightest i|||.l_'_1|':-i of "|-'|'-.'||I|-.ZIIL'- —the ** rolden orient™ _L:.]:r.il".'i.l_!

in the best brilliance of sun and song, peopled by the creations of * The
Vrabian Nights”—the * Chersonese” abounding “ in gold and silver and all
manner of precions stones”—Iland of promise and hope I"#

The homely task which is before me, however. calls for no aid of enchar

leed, would not wake a note of spell

ment. The utmost fury of my breath, i
bound hern to arouse an atom of the latent charm.—nor would northern
wizard, or eastern Pur'ee, CHeOnrage ny Erl'-:':-IIII.E:-'I-I-III. or relieve my i|:||-|-
tency.—I cannot draw one tittle upon a treasury i which 1 hold not the
inheritance of a barleycorn You will not expect from me the attempt to
'I"hL|| to my epistle even a tint of the imasinative or the IL:lu--L-IiC'—-" the
pretty wnd the pastoral™—the rustic or the wild,

In the words of our peet, D, L. ..

eregl no kindred immees of pows
JEHr ol \'.=I.||.r TEEsirannl . —

They are all, in short, ”llll:i]?l.li.i"\-.. as foreien to the associations of Anclo-
Indian domestie life in Caleutta, as they would be i:.;:.'.n..] the stretch of 1wy
£X :||'.|-:;.|J].' mettled™ ;ZI-.IIII-.'i:..' wits—which are * of the earth, *'.'-..'I|:_~.-h o, to
use, with rather liberal construction, the langruagre of the ¥ m

feathered of too humble a plumage for any lofty

wood craft,” are

* East lndia Sketch Book. ¢ View of Caleatta.




With the nature of the climate of Bengal, you are perhaps sufficiently
acquainted to know, that our attention and most cunning stratagems are
the amelioration of our condition

l‘L'!IL-IltlJ:l”}' directed to one grrand uhjru!..
—disarming of their potency, in effect at least, the very beams of the sun—
the spring of all men’s joys, yet the source of our chief woes—during at
that all our notions of comfort are modelled

least six months of the year;
upon and estimated in proportion as they tend to this desideratum ; that a
l]l'q‘i'.l}_:'hi of cold water in the months of ?'LI-EI}' and J1|r1L': is sweeter far than
wines of Burgundy or famed Shiraz ; that a cool breeze for a few moments is
more valued than steam of banquet viands; that to divest ourselves of all
superabundant clothing is more grateful than being appareled in the finest
clothes of Eneland, the robes u[_l'u}. iL!lt:'.'.| or the shawls of Kushmeer : and that
the morning air, an evening breeze, and a night’s sound sleep, are more preci-

ous than gold,—* yea than fine gold.”
Thus much may serve for my Depicariox, Morro, and Prerace.

Now for my * work,” which, being without * the fear of critics* before
my L‘}'-:_‘.'i,"‘ I enter upon with all the impmh‘.m:u of L;unl.p]ulu SeCurity.
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May they now show their magnammity by scorming the advantaee olfered them !
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Ir, after having renounced all claims
upon the imaginative, I may venture so far
upon its aid, I would now not only desire to
suppose you “ hic et ubique,” like the ghost in
Hamlet, but that you should join in the decep-
tion,—call in Bishop Berkley or the carpet of
Prince Houssain to your assistance, and clos-
Ing your eyes upon oaks and elms, imagine
the white Cliffs of Albion receding from your
view,—the Western Isles, the “ghy-scaling
Peak of Teneriffe,” Ferro, Palma, and other
of the l:_':tn:l]'}' and Cape-Verde Islands, each, in
its turn, to have been sighted, admired, and
left behind,—not forgetting that you have eaten
grapes and visited the monasteries at the beau-
tiful Island of Madeira:—that vouhave had your

ship dismasted in a gale off the Cape of Goaod

Hope,—put into the sombre mountain-girt

bay of Africa’s southern shore,—beguiled the

weary hours of the voyage by watching

the slow and sober gambols of the bulky

Whale,—the stealthy, playless, persevering

course, of the blood-thirsty Shark—* roing

about geeking whom he may devour,”’—shoals

of the affrighted Flying-Fish, pursued by the

* sportive Dolphin®—the Albicore, and

* fleetest conrser of the finny race,”

the Porpoise ;—above, the soarings of those soli-
tary ocean birds, the great-winged Albutross,—

“ the silver tropic bird”

SS———




which

high o'er hewd

Dazzhng the sigp

it, hangs, quivering like a lark,®

—the variegated Pigeon from “ Afric’s burning shore,”—and the pro

phetic I1i1!i|15_;ﬁ,
ol | it and down
From the base of the wave to the billow's erown,”

of the little Hlfll'lli}'-lll.‘lt‘l't'l s—that you have visited the tombs, as you are as-
sured, of Paul and Virginia at the Mauritius,—nearly fainted under the influ-
ence of the spice-gales from off the Island of Ceylon !—sighted at length
the palm-girt shore of Coromandel,—taken in your Pilotat the Sand-heads,—
made the low land of Bengal—the tiger-haunted Island of Saugor, and in
two days, by aid of steamer, safely landed in, and a thousand times welcomed

i,

¢ MThe EOFTeOIs realims of ITmd™

The heat of our excitement upon your arrival tempered down to the more
]H':‘.lllJ:l.' Lone I.Inil‘ e .'|,|:|-i|||I:,I-.' 1':J||.r|'!||1‘.,-"--—l_|5-:' :i.::]l.-l,lll"i 1:||' r|||_‘ |1|||1||'.—~1;;4_':¢ 1_-;'|||,||,'|'1'|;I
to the *° Burra Mem,”$—and the morning meul, as common to India, of boil-
ed rice, fried fish, egoes, omelet, toast and tea, as ImMay best have suited your
inclination, past,—1 must make the most of the little time a day can afford
me, by at once begging yon to accompany me in a domestic ramble.

Relinguishing, therefore, by your leave, the style L-~|;LH",|-IL1|'}'. [ assume

that of the colloguial.

Permit me, then, in greater form, to introduce you to the exterior of
the house.—one which 1 concetve to be well ;|||:|]alu-d tor the |,-|1_il-|_".,-. and
the illustrations I have in view,—a comfortable, well raised, lower-roomed
dwelling,] which is not only highly characteristic of its class, but of Anglo-
Indian residences in general, be they great or small. The rent of such
a house you will doubtless consider exorbitant, being seventy roopees per

* Ocean Sketelies;, DL L. R. t Great or chicl Lady. I Plate 1.
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mensem. Rent in Caleutta is indeed extremely high, but there are no taxes
on the tenant.

The houses of Calcutta are of all shapes, ranging through the whole
table ||t'5_':'n|[|i'll'ii'!|] firures,—of all sizes, but of one colonr—if white a colour

be : but however bir—and some resemble |_';l.=:‘,l|_',~.., —however fantastical. or

however handsome—and you are aware our city is called the City of Pa-
faces,” their nternal arrangements ditfer but little, consequent ly, in describing
one, I describe all, though upon a larger or smaller scale as the case may be.

The |II|]:.'. L'l'il”l'.' marked, distinetion rests between upper and Jower
roomed houses ; the upper portion of the former you may coneeive to be nothing
more than a repetition, both in size and arrangement, of the rooms below,—
which, if .“Lll'lllt'-lt‘ll”_'n' raised from the ;{l'f.:lll]l:l and ventilated to be habitable.
are the coolest during the day, being more protected from the sun’s rays ;
the upper possess the iL-Z.l'.'iI'II|;=._:_:'L":-i of pure air and itz free circulation : one so
essential Lo :-»l:.'l'p. and both so :J:Il:li.-']!l:"lle-.j',iltl_' to health. The lower roomed
house, with the flat roofs of its rooms exposed to the beams of the sun, is of
course the ]Llﬂ.lﬂ‘.-—'.:.-:"uiI::_-:, ot nl;]_-.' circulation, hu'l, what elevation can
alone give, wholesome air ; considerations which render upper roomed houses
the most desirable. 1 may add that they are the most common also, for out
of 11215 dwelling houses in Caleutta, 6376 are of this kind.

g r N . = - 1 -~
['he form and arrangement of an English residence evidently owe their

origin to the Bungalow of the middling classes of natives—modified by the

better dwellings of the higher ranks, and thus partaking of the character
of each. To the former the bungalows of I:I]Elil:l.l':'.'

agfficers and others in the moofussul are more elearly
- > e e |

and directly ref

Take, for instance, the ground plan of a native’s i S l
I‘IlllE;hEn'.'l.'. The centre s{uare or apartment, accord- | L,.-}_-'-’_L_-,
ing to the circumstances of the individual, may be

divided, or not, whilst the thatched roof, l.".'wl.';!rllil.ill_'_f

considerably over all sides, is *'-'l‘!““'h"ll at the extreme edges o bamboo or

—— o1




wooden pillars,—thus forming a covered veranda round the building. The
European resident, improving upen this, encloses the
veranda by erecting either a mat or brick wall, and,
in like way, throwing partitions across the corners,
converts the veranda into little rooms for the
convenlence either of himself or visitor friends. The

= roof being carried bevond 1|u'.-“-_L as ':|L~Flr1'¢-., would

complete nearly all which exists in the I".I_'|;'|_'I=r|.-'.'|.||1:-

bungalow of the present day.

Rude as this may appear, these demi-rustic tenements

, 1n one of which
a week, are, | assure vou, often, not only very pretty, but very
comfortable,—their thick straw roofs, and airy loc

habitations.

I once spent

ality, rendering them conl

The residences of the respectable and rich Hindoos, form a remarkable
contrast with thoze of their poorer countrymen, being built of brick. and in
form directly the reverse of those I have slightly described. Instead of an
apartment surrounded by a veranda, it is a veranda surrounded by apart-

ments,—reminding one of some of the old innsin the borough of Southwark.
1e buildine is an open court yard or area, but which, in times
of festivities, is converted into

The centre of t

a large apartment, by temporarily matting



and carpetting the floor, and covering in the room with an immense cloth

In India, a man’s house is, indeed, his castle, being built alone—sus

rounded by a wall, and a durwan, or warder, retained to Lee p chirge of the
NLrance.

The exterior of the building will, T doubt not, be sufficient to Linpress
your mind with an idea of absence from old England,—inducing vou in. ex=-

claim with the Scot's bride,

Thizs 13 no mine

I ken by the

—but now step into it ;—not through floor-clothed passage, into which you
have been admitted wpon ring of bell, or sonorous L'];||J of l'._-_{u'1'-h|;~;|_;|v|_l
knocker, by man or maid,—but, from the veranda and outer principal door,
that during the day is always open, you enter at once into the hall, which, in
such a house as this, having but one hall and four rooms, answers all the
purposes of [1:1.'|-'|'-II', E|illi::u, l:i.l':L"-'.iI?.'_{ and hi.lliil_![ romns, titles not _-_:l-m-“l]]‘,-
—the first never—heard in these latitudes. :
I should here observe that the introduction of m Ly ]-'.;|r.-;|1;-;_,-| customs
and conveniences amongst the opulent, does not interfere with the longr estab-
lished characteristics of Anglo-Indian life existing at the present time, that-
alone affording matter of rl-;'r'.'t'it} and L'ml-'L:l|1LL't|1|_'. of interest to :--:HI—I am
anxions to ]H'iu_'_{ to your notice, and of which, the rreatest ll:'rl]:u.l]'['iu” iz to be
found in society midway between the opulent and the needy. Step we into

some of the Chowringhee mansions and we shall find objects, your only




interest in which would arise from their familiar aszociations :—marbled outer
halls or passages, carpetted foors, cil-clothed stairs, fire l;l;u'rﬁ_ with all their
decorative accompaniments, window curtains, chandeliers, stained glass, and,
in short, the thousand and one ornamental elegancies of fashionable life that

would do no diseredit to St. James’s. Theze, added to the advantages offered

]I_l. |.|1L" IMMEense size, ;;_:'I'l.".'l| e :."l':kti.lillh -C:|1l:| I:I'i?L"'I'JEI!':-:-' nf 1i:|.'!-i:‘$_"'ll E'lJiI]'.'L{".'!'l".‘HZl.IIL'_

an Indian |',1.-Iz.=-_-._:_r,n':- to 1t an dppearance of eastern erandeur, commonly

concelved by the imaginative at home, to pertain to the condition of that
undefined creature, a  Nabol™*—(as our authors will have it) of Bengal.

| could indeed shew vou a dw I.‘”-I:I_'_'.. not one hundred miles from Fort

William here. which might go far to realize the imaginines of the most ima
native ;—where amidst the orim 1'1|_:'1|:L':4 of

war, Peace appears to have set up her taber-

Macie s—mn |L|.".'|.'i|'.. |-.|;.|II!I".'.'.!H:'_’L :I.i:'l..:. hl!";.;lj I:'!in_ljl

a crimson  damasked sofa, resting on a
Brussels carpet, and environed by all the
elegancies of modern European decorations,
you might yet—borrowing the current of
your thoughts from surrounding objects—
dream of Arcadian bowers, where

“ Henven's breath smells woolngly”' —

where

“ The marden glows, and fills the liberal air

With lavish fragrance :"—

and, from this ““bowered walk of covert
close,™
“ Innumerous songsters, in the freshening shads

OFf new Bprung leaves, their modulations mix

Mellifluoue.—

all ¢ El]'cu:“:._;iL] of hiLI'tu-:Ju].'f ** —the whole
affording one of the neatest com-
binations of the elegant and the
I'L]:-»Iil:_'. on a small .-=r;.'l|l'. lt".'{'i'
remember to have seen, and as
unlike the general interior as-
pect of our Indian dwellings, as

7 it is characteristic of the owner’s

- C:I.'IiIIU'ﬂ"ﬂ'il_'_';l.'(] taste and refine-

ment.

arruplian o1 Weneanh—a M oh

un fitle : Prince @ Vieggerent : Governor
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With respect to the rooms, as many of these large houses are of immense
size—containing probably sixteen or twenty apartments—there are, of course,
not only enough for drawing, sitting, and dressing rooms, nurseries and
libraries, but to spare, for the convenience of friends or visitors,—who I may
add, in a land where the inhabitants seem to shift with the dropping and
weighing of every anchor in the river, are not lacking for the exercise of the
rights of hospitality.

In all upper-roomed houses, there will be found two or more halls,
which may be used alternately, to suit either the time or the season as
breakfast or dining hall,

To return however, to our lower-roomed house, which you perceive,
admits not of such diversity. Here we have the Hall, {Plate 2) a room of
about thirty-five feet long, by twenty-five broad. Does it not appear mighty
bare ! the windows curtainless and, reaching to the ground, oceupy nearly
the whole end of the room ;—no paper on the walls and no wainscotting,
”il”lillg but the pure chunam white-wash from top to bottom ; no
mantel- [Ji:'i!l‘. decorated with :mT.i:lmr gems and rare curiosities, zleaned
from the four elements and the four fquarters of the ;_{lubt- 3 N I'al.'L*-lll;ni_‘n::
with its numerous accompaniments of ])u]ih:hm! steel, litl]-le-ile'I] brass,
sSCrecns, bell ropes and mirrors : so that if we have none of the charms of the
winter’s evening and the * blazing hearth,”—if we cannot with Cowper,

# —— atir the fire, and close the shutters fast
Let fall the certaing, wheel the sofs round,
And, while the bubbling and loud hissing urn
Throws up a steamy column, and the cups,
That cheer but not inebriate, wait on each,”

“ — welcome peaceful evening in ;"

we can at least boast of an exemption from one of the ¢14'|:ighl5 of a foul
chimney and a heavy atmosphere, and the dread moreover of that most dis-
tressing calamity, and appalling ery—* Fire.”

Fires we have indeed in this our city, and to an extent of devastation
1,1'|,1]:.' :i-]hl:ll_';-:ilt:':. The huts of the natives, built -.'h-ll.'i'!':.' of straw, are }'.;;er_a,'
in some quarter, subjected to this visitation ; and as it always takes place at a
time of the year when the straw is in excellent order for fuel, and a high
wind acting as a powerful auxihiary, whole villages are sometimes destroyed
in a few hours. It was supposed formerly that these fires, in nine cases out of
ten, were caused by incendiaries, who, two days afterwards, were very proba-
bly called, in their vocation, to re-thatch the dwellings they had themselves
destroyed ; and although we have still reason to believe that some cases owe
their origin to this cause, later l!llliﬁl]]’j{":ﬂ and considerations have tended to
show that such occurrences are oftener to be attributed to the extreme care-
lessness of the natives, who, never having read the  Interesting questions of
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Mrs. ‘l.‘lu'h:.” with the * Ingenious answers of Mre. Becanse," wre l.:l_:;ll} i
ignorance of * cause and effect,” and light their fires and smoke their pipes
a8 though grass were a mineral, or combustion no longer one of its necessary
linbilities. '
I never heard of more than two instances of European buildings in
Calcutta being burned. One of these was in consequence of the house being
in the immediate vieinity of a fire in some native village or bazar ; the other
was the destruction ‘of our little Chowringhee |J'|'l:|:'_-.' and can hardly be ac-
counted a fair instance at all, seeinz  that theatres are as full of combustibles
as bomb-ghells, and casd cigar ends ave admirable slow-fires.
1 B However, were there a stove in every room of the house,
{ 5 liability to fire in an Indian dwelling would be but small :
-"f.i'.ﬂ'm the walls and the HI.III[':‘-C are masses of brick, the former
; |||,-;-,|_",-3,' two feet in thickness: the beams with the smaller

divisional battens, and the doors and windows, are the

only portions of wood to be found in the house, unless I
Fil add—where there are upper rooms—the stairs, and even
¥ i i these are [-!'t"lil.ll."llr_':j,' formed of Masonry or brick.

" 5 So frequent, at one [H.‘I'inlrl of the VEr, are fires amongst
: the native huts, that lofty look-out posts are erected at
n I 1 stations in warions directions in and near (.'il|<.'l:t-'.i4, and
. men employed by the police for no other purpose than to
4 I £ git in a little kennel-like |:-].'cL—|.-urn:| at the top,—there, with

that * timorons accent and dire vell’” suited to such ocea-

siong, to gound an alarm when needed. We cannot as vyet
boast of horses to our engines, which, with a tremendous
hullabuloo, are dragged through the streets by a dozen
or twenty Bheesties, Claushees, and Chowkeydars, headed
by a |';|Ll'-|3:-l~::'| Constable.

Chnece more, let me direct your attention to the room.

Louk to the cetling : its height which is nearly twenty feet,

15 mot l.l.'l|1'}' I!Ii:_'hl.:l. :I.".|.'.':|.I|'I:I.:_;1.'|:II,:M |!|'.l|,, where the breath of
heaven is at times so scavce, absolutely necess-
ary. The beams painted a French rrey, vou will
observe, are not only visible, but, with the EXCEep-
tion of the upper surface, entirely exposed. Those
destructive little wretches, the f.“.-r.-.'-."r'—.!:ﬂ_-"_i_., oave
: A.—ri_,l;in to this custom of exposing the beams, which,
if hidden and consequently subjected to the undis-
”'-‘rf.:irnd..h —durbed settlement of a I.'ll]l.lLI_'L' af these little |_Jiu-
neers, for the space of but a few days, would become much like the dusty
apple of Arab story, and Utimately bring a house tumbling about its

tenant’s ears as a monument, to commemorate the hereulean pPowers of this
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Liliputian and extraordinary race of destructionists. Notwithstanding this
precaution, the removal of old beams, and substitution of new, is a common
and necessary occurrence.  As a curiosity, and a specimen of the industry of
the white ant, you may remember our :-l::iu]j:lg home to YOI suimne riddled ...|-L1'_.
¢le of clothing which more resembled a net, or spider’s web, than aught else.

On either side of the hall, and situated precisely at each corner, you
will observe the doors that communicate with the inner apartments, which,
though not invariably so in all houses, correspond in size and form with each
other. T'o one of the further there is attached a small bathing room for the
use of the ladies: that for the ® he-creatures’ which in somne houses it is
tlll.i,l-:' Elll'—.:—.;_i]El_' l::-_':'l.i':l-ll,'_‘i the LJ;l[:.'J-p._I.;_J corner, we ghall find in anotler l]:ll_'t of
the premises. At present our business is with the four rooms, which differ

trom the hall in being but hualf its size, and possessing a greater number

of windows: of these, i.‘l';i.l.';.'l.]_, in our desire after the I,uIa;:g-giJ_--_-;.; and an
abundance of fresh air, wany Indian apartments appear to be prineipally
formed.

In addition to windows, lower rooms generally have one, if not two
doors leading into the compound or enclosed ground,—by weans of which,
uu:]ﬁp:luputl}'_. any of these rooms can be entered from without. Thus Vi
will see the necessity of the premises being enclosed, and also of J."!:LEIi.I]];l_:_{
the services of a durwan.

Before quitting the doors and windows, their construction, in which
they differ very widely from those of Eunglish houses, offers some little mat
ter for our observation.

Without the previous information that the premises are enclosed, it
would appear rather strange that the only solid doors in the house are those
which separate the apartments from each other, whilst the outer doors of all
hmlbi'.ﬁ-_ are, if not illk'iLJ'iLl|J|j-', at least VEry H'-:”‘-"-'*"”'}': venetianed from the
top to the bottom.

Venetians form a VEIy marked feature in Indian houses ; three sides of
a room (part possibly of what was .,ri_.-_;i“;lll:‘. intended for the veranda) being
in many instances, formed of nothing wore than immovable venetian shades.
Such apartments make very agreeable sleeping rooms during some of our
sultry nights, but in the rains, generally become worse than useless. Indecd
the movable venetians of the other rooms are often so |:|;L-.i|:.r' constructed
that, unless protected by shades above, the rain, beating up beneath theun,

runs down the glasses in litile streams into the room.

These venetians, you will perceive, are not of the delicate fabric of

those attached to Ei glish windows, with their little urn-shaped brass knoba

in the centre, suoited to the tender digits of the fair occupants of the par-

lour, but of a manufacture some five-fold greater mugnitude, opened and

L'i-l:'l'.ik'd |.-'". LHiekns 'i.i']: ik j.i-l.'l'iiln.lllJ”I.I:'.J.]H.L' i H T U-f ‘.\-'I:ll.'llj. 1Hill.’}J-\'.L'l.i tn T.l-l." celia
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o " A, of each valve, and renerally so ill-ftted. or so
S e L - i 5 2 : :

| ey clogged with paint, as to leave wide interstices

e for the admittance of the rain and dust.

Arainst these evils, our only i:'l'."'fl.'l.:'!i.'-"l'- 18
|3 the folding glass doors that vou may observe

| ‘.'I-'iﬂlil'. the venetiaus, th ::L;:h_ az | have ;|_||'1';J_||_l,'

N—
f_‘-'j
-
=

o ] o ol i e

il stated, the rain is often but turned in its course

- ————

— - Ml to flow i, from beneath, upon the mat.
H — ' zi. The windows, throughout the house, differ
| '—: : % from the doors but in one small partienlar,—
e = | 1 that the wvenetians or * Jilmills,” though
JI. "]'I ; : ; t-xl.l'r||:|i||;_1 to the .:_:I.'u!.ll'.l!, admit -::'I.I.:,' their pper
! —_\. | L_ - portion to be opened out,—the lowe part, ot

the wusual height, being of course s fixture,

e
11}

d "".-ur-l-:r"v-ln—;' e i e R -*"‘ﬂ"-i_

...'n‘l_'JJ,_I_..

lest, as a chief consideration, and more parti-

il larly in upper-roomed houses, children and

=
(Sl
Li

i somuoambulists should be |-\;|::-|'E|:|:-||::|} L=
el ing too deeply on the laws of gravitation.
- Fn T =gy x .

L — Bl Ihus, then, our filmills answer for cur-

e taing, venetian shades and shutters, whilst

g o t-:ll.‘:_f‘|.|=.-:- [ EM rtionof both doors and windows,

instead of being raised and lowered by ropes and pullies, as in most houses

at howme, fold inwards. The Writers® Buildings, a range of rovermment

chambers here, originally intended and used for the reception of Yo

men in the company’s civil service on their arrival, affords the only instance
I have yet met with of windows constructed on the Eoerlish Eﬂ;“l'

The bed-room contains nothing |i'-'i.i"..i|"liul.|fn.' novel or '.1-||'I|'.I1' of notice
except the bed itself. This is not, as you may probably have imagined it,
enveloped in ample folds of heavy curtaing, with mattress, feather-bed two feet
deep, sheets, blankets and counterpanes, but a plain mahogany, and in many

places, gigantic, four post bedstead, with green gauze musquitoe curtains,—

=

- H 3 . o] " e R " = | i 33 1 2 x 5 T - Tan : | iR’
a ::IZII:‘_[lI II'I-.I.|[Il':—."_-.—!'|-||ll.x|. either with horse hair or CoLr, Or, econoimicilly—

by a division of the mattress—with both, the one above the other. The re
Illil-‘ii.L*.' sheets, and an abundance of |J:.'.5.|J.- 5, conmplete the usual warm weather

complanent of bed clothing. During the day, the sheets—occazionally made

of silk '—are covered with a counterpane, either for the sake of appearance
Or as a ]ll'l.ili.'l.'ﬂilll i|j_=,'.Li|L:-1. dust and the hot air. In the cold season, there will
be the addition of a ‘.*]rl;_'h' Dlanket, but with those

LU nae blood anee boa Lim

The dull cold hand of age resirains,
some additional covering may be needed, and which some old up-coun-

I:L'].' residents will pl'ubuh]f seek in o 1i.1'.-::|':.i_|'.iu|*. of soft ||.:|II termed a
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ruvaee. In the hot season, under the sheet may possibly be found a * see'tul
pat'ee’”’ or cold mat, much resembling both in material and workmanship the
little table mats at home.

Speaking of mats reminds me that we have as vet forgotten to look
beneath our feet.  Here we find no boarded ground with Brussels or Scotch
carpet, but a firm, smooth, tile and plaster floor, covered with an Indian

mat of very neat workmanship,—close-grained, and made from a long grass

termed madoor-kalee,—~very cool. strong. and, when new,
il I. of an L'v'»'i'uiin-_{l:.' agreeable scent,—not unlike that de-
“ 1 Ik‘:- '.;.'_ih:lﬁlll:.' n."i'rd.'!-'l:in-_-; odour H{Jriﬂ_,l_{iu-_; from new hay, or a
i rlli!' 1':||1a‘.':Lh‘d_‘|r|fl after a shower of rain.
F ” 1 An Indian bed-room—more [:I:H'tiz‘ﬂ]:trh' a bachelor's—
{ill = generally presents an aspect which is likely to strike an
] ” ] eye fresh from Europe, as being bare and empty. For,
| ]J at least, eight months in the vear, we cannot appreciate

1? '” what in England you so much esteem,—a snug little
! ], room.” Cowfort and snugness here consist in ample

{§| room and verge enough ;"”—we avoid therefore overstock-
i ing an apartment with furniture and lnmber, as they

FI E not n:lll|}' rob us of space for circulation of ;1_:”;-’ bt

‘ harbour dust, and afford shelter and encouragement

rt
fl] ‘N o il I'

thrown wpen, or—if too much exposed

to insects.
1
I"'-..' At night, during the hot season, unless a draught

be feared, all the windows and doors of the roOm are

the jilwills only raised, to permit
a free admission of air. In the former case, from the number of doors
and windows often observable,—the great space which they oceupy, leaving
but narrow strips of wall between them,—and more particularly, as is some-
times the case, where the formation of the apartment permits three of its
sides to be thus open, the room assumes the appearance of a bird-cage or
a summer-house, Notwithstanding this, I have been compelled, when
residing in an ill-raised lower-roomed house, to rise at 2 and 3 o’clock in the
morning, and walk about the compound, whilst my cot became cooler, and
| had taken breathing time,

In the heat of the day the remedial measure is reversed, as it then
becomes a domestic axiom, that the darker the room the cooler the air. The
rlass windows are thrown back and the venetians closed, which throws a
pleasant cool hue over the room. By this manceuvre the atmosphere of the
apartment becomes |!I-!I-r4.".'.1il”r',-' changed for the better ; the glare of the sun
18 kept out, and the air, if there be any worth having, passes through the
venetians ;—but should it be so impregnated with heat as to vield only a

Aot wind, the dernier recourse then is, to close the gl“ﬁ,su:‘ also,
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I have alluded to inusquitoe curtains, but have said nothing as to the use
or necessity of these appendages, of which however it wonld require but
one Jl.'lgh:’i attempt to L:-i-fl'r‘-'ll:%l! with their services, to convince you maost

thoroughly. The thick-hided denizens of the forest are ha

r exempt from
the necessity of some protection from the annoyance against which these

curtains form our defence : even the bulky elephant may be seen covering
his head and back, and sweeping his huge sides with the umbrageous boughs
of the ]u.--.*,.l.'f' which he has _:'.!.L||-'|':‘-| for his food. I do uot however assert
that these precautionary and remedial measures are confined, in their refer-
ence, to I!:.L'. musquitoe, which is but one— though the principal, and cer-
tainly the most troublesome to man—ont of the eountless tribes of insecta
11.|=.i..'-|'| vou will readily conceive so abound in the low and marshy plains of
Iﬁr.'n.[;:ii.' Of these, !|~.I:1|:.L annoy only by their numhbers, and their obtrusion
into our vessels -——of others, which occasion more decided annoyance and
mizgchief in domestics, I may presently find hint to speak, whilst some
few mot onlv stine. but inflict wounds, from which, in the leg of the horse
for i:|4‘:.:|-::"-.- 1 have seen the blood trickling down as from a lancet eut. You

may often therefore see the horses’ legs inserted in stockings, or bound about

with wisps of straw.

With reference to the musquitoes, I have said that they are the most
troublezome to man, becanse, though aware that many hold them to be a less
evil than the common flies, the former inflict a positive pain, and sometimes

u

an injury of long continuance. Their bite is not only painfully annoying,

but, when in combination with the heated state of the blood, and the irrita-

tion from scratching, will often give rise to the most obstinate sores.

it
'T|||- COMon musagtos r.' '-"'|'i" I.'.lr'.'.-h' -"'-“'..I '.*- E |:-:':§':"-'I.', =0 i- |||, i||f|':|] ','.'i[l]
LI ! f
| .

the European gnat as to be but a variety of the same genus,—differing

.

either in it= hal r of virulenee which 1s very great. Gnats, if

3 or its powi

I remember rightly, are found more without the honse than within,—soaring

0 a hodv most pertinaciously over one’s head upon a summer’s evening, a
in a body most pertinaciously over on head upon a summer’s evening, and
althoeeh 1 remember instances of their bite producing very serions effects,

I cannot tax my memory with thelr being sud

|' asgnlants as the m I'--:'.'.:_!:‘-{':-'.._

Both are produced in the same manper, that is, from the water of ditehes

and starnant pools,—but whilst the Ll:';l'il of an English winter destroys the

ernat, the cold of the tropics i3 sulficient only to drive our Indian tormenter
within the house. Here he |-'.'_ wipally infests the bed-rooms, and being of
the most determined sanguinivorous habits, is well plensed when—to other
than him—an unseen, friendly rent i the bed curtains allows him claim
to a point in your L-;a.l-u'.|,'|.4'|~|'.-:--—L'ﬂl:‘ honors and the p:-hilvgvs of your
blood.

A new arrival forms the chief delight of the musquitoes ;—they seem to
revel in the freshness of their prey. With an experienced resident, their
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hum 5::-'-1111.'];_: the alarm fnr an artive ;||:|!.1|Li_:'.’|1:.|:ll'| of the handkerchief or ¢ 10WTY
aronnd the head, but the unfortunate new-comer, as though imagining with
the poet such a sound to be the * song of birds, or buz of ||;|i.~|-:. hee,™ pa-
tiently permits the settlement of a score of them,—is the next minute sur-
n:];-:-,-.l 1 a burnine and itehing of the bitten parts, and the i‘c:]}--uil.; day ap-
‘|m:.;.~: '.'.'i-lh face and hands elaborately embellished with red =spots.

The personal attack of these little ]:-l.".:'ln'r: 15 not the il‘::l:n, IConvenience

we suffer from theim, for, a8 voun well conceive every breath of air to be

y
‘-'.|'|'.I.'L|'-:I'. the l'l'.'.:"'li|_-:i||:||.* curtaing, however delicate their fabrie, rob us of

some portion of it : and where even Lhere 18 not sufhcient action to stir a

pogsnmer, the enclosure alone ':'l_: of additional eloseness and

IIZli.liI'I.i.I.I.!:I'.I'!Ii; from which I have at times been _'_-;|:.u to escape even ab the risk
of annovance from the ever-vigilant musguitoe.

Next in order of our ent mological plagues come the anfs, which I may
notice according to their coloars,—black—white, und red,—of which the
fairest is the foulest.

" : . . 8 - i . Fal .
The while-ant or ftermife, with teeth of adamant,—digestion of the ostrich,

—destructiveness and celerity of the wind,—more in ity than the bee,—

in its avocations

civil and milit iy architect and enrineer,—its 'J.I-_|'i-E.:.'1

unegqualle ,—in |ii4|'f:_|'_f:,:= a British soldier,—in valour a hero,—in devotion

a martyr,—in its labours a Hercules, but in dimensions, if not in appearance,

a marrot—th is, in its destrnctive state—alone attucks your property.
ly those containing either

1'|||' Lihg reason, artcies Ol Lre, l_l.lllll. TRLILY
clothes or papers. should be well raised from the ground and separated from the

§ a3 1 i L o
wall in order to admit the free exhibition ol the ialr, Droom, and GusLET dally.

But for these precautions nothing would be safe from the ravages of the
white-ants. “ The amazine ereat and sudden mischief L Mr. Sme ithman)
thev |'|-:-|| iently do to the property of pe -|I:l.' in 1|':-iJi":.} climates, makes them

feared i'l'-,' the

well known and greatly wmbitants,—for not :|i|a:; less hard thun

metal or stone cau escape their most destructive jaws.”#
I'he red ants, as far as my knowledere extends, are of three kinds or

¥ i

o pR——— er from them arises

urh the :.l.'l'.l.'i||:|] annoyvance which we sufi

from their unbounded love of grocery, larder and dairy stores, they are not

u]'n:c-l_i'.l'r free from the charee of assuiling our persons as well as our ll‘;'-_;'.i_
sions. 1 remember upon one accasion beine attacked v, I believe, no more
than one small red ant, the bite of which |J:|J|'i'.|f..‘.'::. the most l.'.\;'.'.'.u-rl'l}:uzll'}'
effects. l,'|':-|1 i}.ll'ilh:_': my arin, the scene of the little wreteh’s l;"::_lul]if~', the
whole surface, from the wrist to the shoulder, presented a mass of swollen
bites, which having united, formed the appearance of one large and inflam-

ed Dblister.

* Smeathman s* Accoant of the White Ants,’ extracted from the Philosophical Trana-
sctions. Thacker and Co., Calcuile, 1820

RO

e
e
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Of the Sfack anfz | have also observed three wvarieties either 1 size ot
kind. One resembles the little industrious creature of Kurope—if 1 err
not—both in appearance and habits,—is not known to hhn‘_. or to molest
other stores than the sweet. Another is about twice its size, and the third
measures full half an inch in length. Referring to these, Mr. Statham,
in his interesting ** Recollections,” says, * so fiercely do they sting as to be
terrors even to bullocks and buffuloes, who carefully avoid lying down on
their territories.”* I have felt the force of their nippers myself. Jumping
through a hedge, 1 was covered, in an instant, with numbers of them, and
a0 ftazt did 1||.|-!,' hold that it was with L]]!'I']:.'ulll.' I conld free m].'m_'ll' from
their grip.

Alluding to the red ants, Mr. Statham truly states—* the earth liter-
.’L||].' teems with them, and the utmost caution and EIEIiI'.h are necessary to
preserve viands from their destructive jaws."

In speaking, however, of the evils they oceasion ns, let me not ungrate-
fully neglect notice of the good,—for few in this reading and improving age
will doubt either the assurance of the ILI-.'|.".IH‘|'-!J|'_-' 4|':u‘L;|'.IL‘:".."1 or the apho-
rism that * God made nought in vain.”” Te adwit either one or the other,
little assistance I conceive need be sought from surmise or conjecture, and
the good to mankind which the reverend and learned Mr. Kirby} suggests
may exist in the inflictions of the musquitoes, will perhaps best be found
in the persuasive warning they afford to avoid the localities which muost
they h wunt,—the

a : swampy fens
Where putre faction into life ferments

,-"l.::|| breathes destroctive myriads.”

Open, airy, and therefore healthy situations, are comparatively free from the
:LlltII'I}'i.l'lli'L'_

With L'|-:~lJL'::T to the ants, 1 need |:|n'|:.' remark that if we are erate-
ful for the timely services of kites, vultures, cranes and hosts of crows,
that permit no accumulation of impurities to taint the air around us, we
chould not withhold the meed of acknowledement to these onr domestic little
seavengers. ¢ Their great functions (says Mr. Kirby) scems to be to remove
every 1-].'“”_; that appears to be out of its |_J'::|rc'. and cannot o about its own
business.”—Dead cockroaches, centipedes, lzards, and nuwmerous other
impurities upon a small scale, therefore, find no more resting place within
the house, than dead dogs, vats, and other offal, without!. The services of
the little ant do not end here : the moralist i= furnizhed with a theme for
admonition and instruction, and the nataralist Ay find in 1t not |:u|ﬁ_-.' a

th.

mewater Treatises,  Treatise

o : , LN = :
Indian Recollections, by the Rev. J. Stathamn.




suliject for his study, and a marvel for his iration, but a willing adjunct

in his labours. To secuare without cost or trouble very exeellent osteslooieal

is but necessary to place the desired subject, stripped of the

preparations, it

AT - e - e S 1 -
muss of its substance, in any situation freely exposed to the red ants, and in

from an Indinan sun, a cleansed il

a few days, aided hy the ine i
H i 111 ¥ H
whitened skeleton will alone remain

Thourh my dut

PR ! P 1 ¥ "
v 15 not that of entomolorist, T may mention thiat upon

a cotton '|:-=:|,|'|': in the garden, I have obzerved either an r'\_|'t||-\.':_1‘|‘|. winwed
'L';L'."h"!].', or some of the domestic kinds in a '-LEl.;qu atabe, hoth black and red.
or—what would be more strictly descriptive of all the so called red ants—of
a brown or * ferruginous colour™ like the teee ant of Colonel Svkes.

In ]'.Ilg|:irlt|. we should consider that we were badly enough off on find-
i:l;_{ ourselves within vicinitv of that most L|':.=_-:..-Ii|-.-_-" of insects the Huy.—
but what would vou sav to discover the same abomination with vz on fiis

[

7 ¥ - pe 10 1 - I 2 i
lll.-'-'-'l'-f R ]IIL:.':_LETIE\,.{' nimsell on :\-,.i-ili.' Cea-talme ]..Il.ul'*-u.—'. NUWEVER, 111 the -

mediate vicinity of certain trees which the flying-bugs appear more paricu-
larly to infest, (though 1 have been no close observer of their habits) and in
which unhappy case they compel the clositig of every accessible entrance to

the room, the nmsance 12 -"-',li'.fJ_.rJ--'-""-’r'-"-"f'_-.r FAre i 1-:il--il‘!lll.-._. —hut 1n many parts

of the moofussal, where jungles are plentiful, and houses few and far betwee::,

o

these pests, during the rains, positively swarm. The lights have been nearly

extinguished by the numbers which have fullen into the oil-burners,—plates,
filled with hot water, and lJl;l.l!l'l:| €0 a8 to entrap them, have been L'l.'llli.l:ljll."‘ll.‘|_','
covered, and changed zeveral times in the course of an evening, and they
have been 5'\.'.'{_"I_'EI1I:.| up i Live nanoe ILiI'.'_': from the door ways i litkle |IL".l|:I.‘, thiit
ht call to mind the Divine inflictions upon |",-_-;_l.'!:-l. T hese thines—not

1t | have seen,

the Egyption, but our Indian visitations—1 may not suy |
and the more blessed therefore hath been iy atate, —but this 1 can SiY, that
the presence of one of these loathsome visitors, more particularly when its
h_.{:;ﬂ:_l:.' cannot be |]L'11':'T:'-;i_, and ||:||_'l |_;'|]|':-:-i|.-t|. as it breathes forth its l]l.‘1|;*_—:=1
ed odours, is sufficient to fright a whole room * from its propriety.”

There is another insect, which, in the opinion of an eminent prelate, as
Mr. ]{']gh:,- informs us, might bear more 1mmediate reference to the ]*:-L"."ii'li_

an horrors than any others that 1 have yel named. This is the Cockroach,

o R =

; & £ q i ¥
H vVery llll_l-ilr:_lﬁlllfl" INHIYORONns I||,'|.||':'I|!|_1III_' l'n'll:l.'ll !ll:lkl'.\ ks .'Ll]'tll"',:l,l'4'1||l'|'

imn great numbers during the rans. and the ul:ini..-:: to which | alluded
is identical with the flies of the fourth plague. The colour of the
cockroach now found in E"._-_{}iﬂ i% -:II'-IIH'i.|.l:I‘i|].' black : its Hebrew name is
that IJ:..' which also the raven is distineuished : the same word sienifies
evening, amd at that time -|:||1'x the Egyptian cockroach emerges from its

pluce. These are the circumstances that seem to favor the supposi-

tion of the divine.
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Here, also, the cockroach is seen only in the evening ; it is of a dark
mahogany colour, but there is one variety—such it is called—seldom, if ever
*h

It is a wost determined foe to literature, its chief haunts appearing to be

seen abroad, wh is of a darker hue and variegated with white marks.

amongst neglected books and papers, where it creates a havoe exceeded

at of the white-ants., The common cockroach likewise bears o

oy oy
character for destructiveness, but far more than any anticipated mischief,

does its vifensive odour, and that even less than 1ts bulk, tend to render it

: T ; -
20 unwelcome @ visihor. When ¢ l.l:li.‘.'-':lu however, with tae

and the numbers of this insect often met with on board ship during an
India vovage, it is but in a sm Al dewree that we are i."'l'.-ll.'li.:.;._-.' troubled by
icht

almost Lmacine that the last Gly wules of light freight shipped in harbour,

it on shore. At sea, npon the app ach of rain or a sguall, you 1

had been a consignment of cockronches, which had eaten through their
bonds and risen through the hatchways !

% i F Y | 1 F R e w5 i T P s
Sp much for the enemy. The little defences we ind necessary o effici-

- 1 J FIYl i 1
ent against their aun IFANCE Are 5001 described. The frst velates to all the

We rest the feet of

|
ants except U

: a5 1 :
s invincibles the w
i ] t i s F Fiimtis . A ey | P .
Ll | Dbed-posts and other articles of furniture which may demand
£ oo the ‘l:i'!'l';i..:l,-||_|'l, upon gtone or metal stands, in which there is
g T .
L5 a oroove or mont around the centre filled with water, and with

57 a similar view we place dishes containing eatables within
= other and larger vessels filled in the like manner.

: 1 With re ‘-'|r:':'l ta the more li'_{hl.-l'--ul-"t]. but less mischievous

== [=F] insects, wl ich both in number and kind, from the rhinoceros-
= @i5 Dbeetle, moth and srasshopper, down to the most minute of flies,

=

necessity we are under of keeping open the windows—have free access to the

are very numerous at the close of the rains, and—from the

table, our defences refer principally to the drinking glasses and tea cups:
for these, accordingly, you will see little covers of metal or black horn.

Our formidable little foe the wusquitoe, however, is not only the most
troublesome. but tlie most expensive to us. This it might not be if the
common and coarse eurtain material of ]EL'H!_:_:I.], which 1s sold for about two
POOPHEES the ]'iw.'v, offered l.':ll:.:ugl advantazes w ith the more ﬂ."JHL}' liUlliﬂl”"-i-Ill-}"
of China. |_1=--_..;-|-;-|i'-,5|:_..1 then, on the most economical l:'.:u;_. that of uh’.il.:.tli;l_;.;,
through some friend, the curtain ganze direct from that land of self-glori-
fying, woman-toriuring, truce-breaking notoriety, where it sold for about
12 or 14 roopees the piece, the expense 18 comparatively trifling, bu lJI:!'c']iilS-
ing the same in the Calcutta market, a set of curtains to a bed of comunon
dimensions will cost about 30 roopees. H_'.' the less :i;u-':[lg method of pur-
chase, * as per order,” the expense is of course much greater. There 18

now in the house a set of curtains (to an immense bed certaiuly,) for which
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the upholsterer charged 80 roopees ; but the charge was probably exorbi-
tant.

Miss Emma Roberts, however, in her East India Voyager, suggests that
a greater value should be attached to the curtains than belongs to them as

protections merely from musquitoes. She says— [t is never advisable to

relinquish this protection, slight as it may be, from the miasma with which

the atmosphere is frequently loaded,—the moisture which is often found on
the outside of theze curtainsg showing how much “'-l':‘-' tend to Preserve the
party sleeping within them from actual contact with baneful influences.”
This is more particularly applicable to the exc

geason, and to the early morning, and must be of greater or less importance

essive damp nights of the rainy

according to the situation of the house and bed room.

There is Vel another defensive |JI':I'-'E-Ciuu I omitted to ||'.1.:t'1t5l;i:'l:I L?:;;t_.
unless made of the Bengal material, would be more L‘H[II‘:IHE'-'L' than E~'i1‘:11:lt‘.
curtaing of any kind. This is the -'-*"-""r""'-’l;l"-'f""fr’-'-'-'- a strange ]“‘U:ii“.'—I
machine. not common in Caleutta, but often 1 believe met with in the moofus-
gul : and on board hoat, when traversing those |Jfli'i-"~‘?1_ the Indian rivers skirted
with much jungle, and consequently with an abundance of its winged denizens,
such a contrivance must be invaluable. "The musquitoe-room is sufficiently
':|]a-ur-iuw; to admit a tea-table and chairs beneath, and i1s made up of the usual
curtain gauze stretched, sometimes from the tops of four movable posts, but
;_-':-m-ru'.'.:.. over thin frame work, in which one door serves for entrance and for
exit.

— Enough of the intruders,—diptera, hemiplera or hymenoptera, and
all which relates to them :—with but one glance more at the musquitoe cur-
tains you will observe that at night, by an unsparing application of the chowree
within., and a careful :l,(ijl.'.-'l!l'll'!l1 and tucking around, we are tmi_i-l'n_':,t]:,' BOCUre
1.|'|,||'t| i|H_.':,-;'i., aof i||-.|.'|:'1 of :|_i|_'m --:illtl.

The chowree of which I have just Hill.ll:-.l.'l': 19 @ little switch broom, of such

neat '.'.III'!.:'I|'Ii|_'I:3-C:|iEl as to be :-CI.':|I':'='|_'. less ornamental than useful. There are
several kinds. The common, which are sold at the trifling price of 4 and 5
I;lic'q- each, are made from the fibrous divisions of the leaf of the date tree ;
others, much handsomer, are formed of horse hair, and =ell for half 2 roopee ;
but the handsomest, which may be obtained in the bazar for three roopees., are
made of the bushy white tail of the little vak or Thibet cow. 1I-1|.-i,|_‘]! one of
these two kinds, Erooms are ;,-;-:-m-:'uii:\ |:r|:l."u:l-':i when in attendance abroad on

thelr masters horses.




20

T . - B &
| e bed—or rather col—for a single person, is characterized by an un
presuming simplicity and lightness, which 1s in keeping perhaps with the—
generally esteemed—unimportant, careless condition of the owner. By favor

of this lightness and consequent portability, many bachelors, during the hot

geazon, will have thewr cots c: «l to the house top, (if not overlooked) and

there, with heaven for their canopy, sleep during the night. I have never

tried this experiment myself, though | have enjoyed the luxury of

-
-

L sleeping

bunealow which 1 built in the same locality, but I have known a person, who,

independent of bed and bedding, and every thing but a pillow, w wild throw
i

. 1 have known

himself down on the bare terrace and sleep there till mor

4 [ | I- o} N 11 B III
him also on a sultrv dav during the rains, (for there are such days even at that

time] go up. lic down on the terrace in the rain, get * a good bath,” come
down, change his clothes and suffer nothing.

An old Civilian, well known in India, has often mentioned that when a
voung man, it was his custom, after a jovial party, to lie down on a cof, and
with a mushk, or water bag, for a pillow, have the contents of another Flllli.l'l'l;
over him. A very stout A rmenian gentleman, moreover, cave me his assur-
ance that he slept in sheets which had been previously soaked in water,- and

a friend informs me that his custom often was to wipe the seetul pitee or

eold mat, which 1 deseribed as being lfl':u'mi heneath the sheet., with a wet
towel ere going to sleep. =uch |'x]:u'l:|i-.=.'|1:-; arainst extremities of chimate
mayv I think be claszed with that of the poor northern, who slew his horse and
|;'|'|,'|,'|1{'-:| within it for warmth !
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H In the hall vorr will ebserve that most extraordinary |m5ki:|;_{.'|E1]'rL'-!|:|.'L5=jc

» ' 1 % ] 1 - 15 L &l ¥ I -
the Punkah suspended from the ceiling. This may be rated as first amongst
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our refrigerating ways and means,—not so much for effectiveness, in which it
might 1."1(:](] to another [ shall presently deseribe. as for its general cons el1l-
ence and utility.

The punkah is constructed of a coarse kind of cloth, or flimsy canvas,

termed do'soofee or fwoe Hhreads, stretched over a light frame of wood, and

ELIETS L]E'L Li

-washed, with a neat linen fringing attached to the lower ]_hl'.“...

e
I 1S

Some are covered with a coarse deseription of light brown s

ser, with fringing of the same material ; others are ormamented with gold
beadings and coronets, and a few garnished with paintings which exhibit a
-] | o 2 z <

COnsi independence of style from the schools of art, either ancient or

< PR i . : ’
modern. Hu , at the residence of a pentleman in ( alcutta, I have seen an

exception to this violation of taste. in a very pleasing design, the work of one
e #1 : F !
amongst the few artists of estimation who have had their locality in the city of

J}Iil.lill.‘i.".-.. The design consists of a

group of |'l‘:J:|l]:—:. who, with fan in hand,
are humanely -

the favors of Folus upon all of mortal

i"&j"l.('. wiio EJ]-L' tlh.| 1gelves within their revivis 167 in .11_[|,_] e,

FTYE, = 1 1 i 5 §55
I'his celestial punkah, however, is '.|I|n'|:l'l,|, d for its motion to a lik

HnKg huami .-:..
agency with the terrest

1als,—that is, a line attached to the centre, and pul-

led by one of the house bearers, or, pos iblv, & punkah wdlld speci:
- - 4
ed for the purpose. [ have only to add that its cordage, or, as sail

gay, its gear, both standing and run

is smarter than anvy rigo

majesty’s navy, being .'L»:':.||I-. covered with white, red, or green clof
When the artificial breeze from this machine by any accident cease

the heat becomes tenfold more oppressive than if no punkah had been in

use : the consequence 15 that those who accustomn themselves to its con-

stant aid, live, in one respect, in greater mise ry of their hot weather lives
than those whose circumstances or professions command fewer indulgences,
but who are thus

, In the case of the punkah, rendered somewhat independent
L

of 18 services. 1he one may enjoy as a relief, but the other demand as a

necessity, and are unable to gtir from under the punkah for an instant but in
the ',__;':'c:'.ll.."-c! Ij:.m.'illl'.::ﬁ'.lj'l.'.

In many houses |J|'.r|]- 1hs are to be found not only in ever

gitting room, but in the gles ping apartments, suspe:

b= the beds for the purpose of ':,'L-:*:;.: usged throughout the

¥ | My |: L i < - F 1 *

f[lAe Sometimes they are made to super ede the necessity of mu
e guitoe curtains, but in that case all is at the mercy of the
il S S e iy By b lanl i s

|" puller ; should his hand slack-—the Philistines be upon the sleeper

4| | [ believe the more generally adopted plan is to suspend the punkah
| necessarily a very small one—within the curtains. Be this as it

miay, the great

in view 1z effected by passing a line through a hole i
: 1 : : ! -
Lhe '-‘-iL”._ Or over o pull  and through the floor, into another apartment. where

the bearers (of whom I shall hereafter speak) take it by turns to pull and

. % 3 ! i 1.5 e
gleep ;—indeed | may say to do both together,—lor as soldiers and tra
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are known oceasionally to sleep on their horses, so these proor fellows may

be seen at their duty, with nodding heads—closed eyes, and in all postures,—

possibly lying their backs—pulling by their feet !
The plan of passing the line int

-

o another ;|]:;Lrl|1|c-nl is ;Ll:|ll|:lll.'t| in ANy

gitting as well as bed rooms, and possesses the advantages of greater freedom
and comfort to the servant, and convenience to the famaly, ]5ill'1lll'l.lljill'5:n.' if the
room he small.

Several attempts have | believe been made to effect a self moving
FI'.||||1:||| for the night, but for certain obstacles, the chief of which, I under-
stand, is the great power required and the consequent expense of machinery,
the matter remains a desideratum.  ** When I'|'..':I'!|:I||".':'. CHAE Miss Emma
Raberts] shall be more |','-,,'||"|:-i".|'|_'; introduced into India, the |-l--::=|h'r|1- will

HE EVEDY rodnnn il tlll.' I'li""ll-“-‘.' at

1'c:1|||>;u'.11:-'.|-i1 =mall expense, o hlessinge of most inestimable im]:-lrl;:lu'l' in
such a :'-ILI'|1"].."

Towt in order of our refrirerators is indeed an effective one when there
Next in or

ie anv air. cither hot or cool, astir. This is the Khuss Khuss Tutles, the
full value of which is perhaps appreciated by none but those who have felt
rl-“- |:|i?‘1.|-i|_--,: |||I EIII. Tl fr';,-,---"_m:_ 1I.'|',i|:'|'._ |||||||_i:'|‘. eJt'-'iL"-Ci||F|i|.|l_:.,' '.'i:-Ci1:.II_L: ':*iLll:'ll.‘I‘Iil..

Are  WnCornon anid I|'i|"_i|'._'_! in intensity when 1'¢>||||:-;L|'1'|i to those of the upper

provinces, where even serious affections of the eyes are amongst their attend-
ant evils,

“ Patties are made of the roots of that lone rriSs of which most of

the jungles in India consist.— #* #* The fibres are of a rusty brown colour,
devious in their direction and may be from ten to twenty inches in length ;
we see among us clothes brushes and carpet brooms made of it. he

Hindoostanee name is “° Kuss Kuss,”" and the general price may he about four
roopees per maund (of 52 Ibs.
This material is enclogsed within a latticed frame of H|1|i*. hamboo, |:I!.'II'I'I‘|

before a door or window, and 5----|‘I l"|.'|':;||||:|l_|_'. wiet ‘”." a b'hishtee, or water

CATTieT. n.'l'.llllc‘_'-ul to throw water a it it from without. The I'-'-|'icl CVE -

ration which follows, causes a verv grateful, and so0 thorourh a cooling of the

;|5||!-::-:=||||| re, as to render dangerous r—i'-li'.l_:_{ too closely within its ;rl'u.x'l!l'-ﬁ_l.'.
When new its value is heightened by the refreshing and arreesble odour which

It POSSEsSes ; but there is one kind that I have met with, as brought from Ma

dras, and made into thick hand punkahs, the fragrance of which 18 more

. w - | |
111Er. 'or three months in the vear tattees may :‘_"l.'l'.l'l':lil'.

be seen attached to shop and o

keens, also, are often provided with cheeks or flexible curtains, made of khuss

powerful and endu

= doors or windows. {';r.'rin;l.u and EHI]iIil

* Willlam=on's E. I. Yade Mecum.




khuss., which, wetted and hanging over all sides of the vehicle, effectually

preserve a cool atmosphere within.

4
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There is another. and to a new camer, rather a novel pairt of the house, to
which—if my desire to show you all that is curious, gain me pardon for sub-
jecting you to such a wearisome cork serew trudre—I must not omit to intro
duce you. Thisis the terrace or house top,—in ninety-five cases out of a hun
dred, the

foot. Here, in the cool of the even

wtest extent of :;_:'|'|;',i:|c|_ trodden i WHY of exercise, 1:-:. |':.Ii|-:-|J-:'.'!.I'I

e ALY [u:n-.-.:éu'.x be seen assembling the

three temperaments of human life,—the |'-:-II||Ji":__" the sentimental, and the
sober. It forms a play ground to the first,—a cool retreat and sitting room
where the verandah may not be preferred—to the last, and a [I‘.'II:I:I':'I:I.I.II.' Lo

the ntermediate grade, who, whether
% Charmed with sable coloured melancholy,™
o '|1|-||:.|-.:-_u;-¢-:| with o due sense of the value of thosd

“ Moments of life that

Moments of mool

are, 1 need 'Il;u'l‘“jt LH the last to til:i1 it

The communication with the terrace 18 sometimes from without,.—some-
times from within, but generally from both; a low arched door at the base,
.'|I||| ik hi]l.l HI'EI.'L”I.".' O II|:IL.'Ii'I5_' :-!'Illl'. e :li- !|||, COMNMer _':i.l;l:'.l':l'||.':||:\-\. -|||'!|||- ||;|!|3-L|'

alike leading on to the winding stairs, The little dome surmounting the
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tower-like projection that encloses them, forms another exterior characteristie
feature of Anglo-Indian houses.

-
s
S
e
% ot L0
«.1‘-_..

Now, ere
#“—Tyrant heat, dispreading through the sky
With rapid sway, his burning influence darta™
pray continue your peregrinations and step with me to take a look at the out.
offices.
The Baw'wr'chee-kienafi—cook-house, or kitchen—if it merit such a
name—first claims attention, and what a mass of um'rlt:.' i8 here '—Where i3

the dresser i—where the stove *—the range —the oven ¥—the copper }—** and
echo answers where *” [P'm aslmost ashamed of introducing to vou their sub-

1 § o | - . P ] . o3 S
stitutes. ]I.I.'I.l.l'.| II:ZI'.n-l.“.-\.'I.. are the fire ]_:Il.l.li_ﬁ_":-:’

sometimes a dozen in & row, contained in a brick and plaster building,—being,




in short, but an improvement upon the common cheol hds. These are nothing
more than thick vessels of clay, formed by plastering that material over small
earthenware :_f'l|||h]i|.-. I|'|||‘1.' are used by the natives

of the country, who either buy them ready sun-dried

:Ill-\.',_ 0, '-l.III':I 1."il.‘.".'||:rll_". |I'.<'::-.' .!“." SECN l'l.lll_'.:h

shaping them of clay upon the banks of the river, where

and por

the boat 18 made fast for the |;i:_'|'.l.—15|r IIL'T-IIJIZI of the

Y, people’s second meal.
The front row of fire niches—generally used for

charcoal only—have attached to them grated bottoms,

* to which the square apertures beneath form the cinder

1 holes, he hinder row, as well the larger chool'his
‘i& ™ mnear the ground that are intended for wood fires—for

K |"r.-.'.'|'l.'\' ares I:4L‘||——.3I:|".'-E' 117 ;-:'I'-:!.T-i

:, bt are -c:|!:|.!'. hollowed out of the brick

work. . The httle eminences, or mounds, you will at once perceive, form the

hobs or supports for the cooking vessels. The larre arch on the |'i:-_-'|':l 18 used

merely as a receptacle for wood, an immense bundle of which, unless, as is
usually the case, laid up in I‘.|r=:|1]||ll. stores, is brought ith the marketing for
the day.

The elevated portion of roof that you may observe on the outside of the

dozen rectangular e-|-:-||5||:':-» on either side, is the

o}

building. ]ZII'-S'*:I'II':iI'.-“ about a
chimney ; one broad slip of the ceiling, the full breadth of the room, being left
open beneath for the purpose. . \

The r'n.c:.lncling Ij|;'||'~1-|:;'i- - I,I|i|t i:-'. the _".:-Ciil‘l"ul' I||||'Ii|||| of them, (for |!'-|I:_"].F]|
kettles, pots and pans are also in -_‘I.'|_|.|-|'-‘i'.:u:;l'.,. [ have here mustered in a heap

;. 1 H o 4 v - | ] N - I TRR" 5 oy
for your inspection. In some families, they are nearly all of earthenware, and

in others, thourh similar in ghape, all of copper.  The former, which are un




26
glazed, have consequently to be frequently changed, and are sold at the trifling
prices of from three to nine pice (about 3d). The copper, unlike the metal-
ware of England, is re-tinned, both inside and out, every three or four
weeks,—an operation, as conducted here, the most simple you can imagine.

Men, whose business it is, go round to their regular houses, and muster
ing the pots and pans in some waste part of the compound, they light a charcoal
fire, making a communication into the midst of i h_i' means of a little l-];|l1.- ar
mud tunnel. To the outer II[JL'!I-I.:I.*_-_" of this '||L¢':; apply the mouth (for want of
a nosle) of a most |J|'i|1|i15l.'l~ pair of bellows, being nothing more than a ]:“'f-TL'
leathern bap, one entire side of it left open, serving for valve, and which, by
ald of bamboo laths sown to and strengthening the Iii”"‘ 15 of course u];-t-m;:l
and closed ]::.' hand. The wvessels being well scrubbed with mud or ashes, and
cleaned, are placed on the fire, when the bellows are brought into requisition
and the vessels soon thoroughly heated. A powder of calcined sal-ammoniae
15 then :4]:1'=-.'u| over with a handful of cotton.—the tin ?IJJ[J]iL'tl in little dabs

—rapidly rubbed on with the powdered cotton, and the whole operation con-

cluded in the space of a few minutes.

And now vou will ask how we roast.——1 might, 1f ] desired to avoid the
fll'll."‘ti.l'.ln'l. inform vou with some ;u:lx'u-TI'. that we haw amongst us a few English

kitchen ranges,— but 1 must |.:-:u-.-T|_'. Cconless my fear that we could not muster




many more than a sufficiency of them to roast the joints of a Herefordshire ox |
or an Airedale heifer.
Probably, however, the introduction of all the roods, chattels and fixtures of
an English kitchen wonld do but little towards an anglicizing of the cook-room,
unless there were also introduced the intelligent moveables—the English ser-
vants, who could use them. In short, until kitchens and servants become mar-
vellously altered, there will be but little temptation, I imagine, for ladies to visit
and inspect their bawurchee-khanas. 1 do not mean by this that there are no
ladies who evince so much of the spirit of housewifery as to overcome the ob-

stacles of long established custom—disinelination, and a heated atmosphere, and

S —

the greater credit is therefore due to them,—but that it is neither general nor
systematic,—and until it become so,—until gufficient courage bhe summaoned to
=et on foot a .:1|'i|]i_|:-_|“r and reformation, I need 1|.‘Lr:l|‘r Ry that little i.l!l|JrIZl'.l!-
ments will or can take place,—0Of the climate you have some conception ;—the
kitechens are j:ll"{:l]?i.lh]r'.' gitusated hifty or sixty yards from the house,—whilst the
servants, generally speaking, wedded to old customs, and in their habits par-
taking literally of the character of the scripture Pharisees, who made clean 1l
 the outside of the cup and of the platter” but left within all uncleanness, are

unable to appreciate FKnglish notions of nicety, though they generally well

know how, in the presence of their lord or mistress, to “ assume a virtue if i
they have it not.,” * Those who consult their health” says Dr. M’Cosh

¢ will do wiscly in making oceasional visits to their cook-rooms ;> —Fair ad-

vice,—for which, however, many |1:|l:hih:sul:uh".u';ll persons are content to

substitute the “ somewhat musty™ adage, that *“ what the eye seeth not P '
you know the rest.

Referring once more to the I';t'|=-|:||.'ws'.-', [ may state, that the mtroduction |
of coal as an article of fuel for any purpose has been a very recent event indeed. {
It was first discovered in Burdwan in 1804, but little more than talked of for
twelve years afterwards. It has since heen found in various ;r;||'1:~'-::1' India, but
only of late, when the increasing demands of steam navigation have given an
impetus to enquiry and speculation, has it fairly been brought into use. Indeed I
it was not until the year 1837 that a committee * for investigatine the coal
and mineral resources of India® sent in the Hl.'|:'llt':. of their Hl'l.‘:'l.‘!::l':l., Dir. [
MeClelland, to Government, when about fnrl':' different sites of coal existing
on the continent of India were enumerated.

Were coal, therefore, even c‘]:i';iilm'1|:.'n1 it is,—about nine annas the maund,
which is about eighteen-pence per hundred weight,—or were wood dearer than
it is,—from four to five maunds for the roopee—say six-pence half-penny per
hundred weight, and equally adapted with the last for the Indian fire-places, we
could not expect its immediate adoption for domestic purposes. At present
] 1'”]!"“”1&]!15“1[ rests ‘-'fi-”l onur steamers, foundries, IJ:I':l I'Ilil]-t,-—'|i'|.ii!'-:"l_1.
of considerably greater importance thun all the operations of the gastrono-

mist, i
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With this :L]:uh:-;:r'!i.x' I:I-II.':I'I.'-“-":illI!l 1 |J~:‘;.{ to introduce the cause of 'LT?—lhl-

very antipodes to every thing that is English—neat, or apparently cleanly,—

but here it is :(—

You will here notice that the fire, which is of charcoal, is kindled within

paper to prevent its cIr:.‘in;.-; or |1lll'ili||f_f1 is cooked but a small degree in advance

the centre of a heap of ashes, and that the meat, which is probably wrappec

of the fire, whilst u dish is placed beneath the cooking article, and almost in
the burning embers, to receive the drippings. The spit is generally turned
|:_l.' hand, for Roasting Jacks are more rare even than stoves,

For the other culinary operations the English frying-pan, and grid-iron
.III.1- (;l'lll_'I imn to l|||,||| respective offices : whilst a “'“lj!" of ﬁ.}-“]g IIKL]H!L'[“H,
I - r Fl | " P b ] o - . 3
-_] &8 . | the one filled with hire, forming a lid to the other, g:r:u"r.;:lh‘r-'um:h'
the place of oven for home-made tarts and patties. For larger baked dishes,
unless the cook-room contain an oven, which, thongh not common, is far from

rare, the serviees of the baker are available.

Such and so furnished then is the interior of an Indian cook-house. ~that

ts—lest I even vet appear to generalize—the mejorily of cook-houses,

We next find the Boltle-bhanul, which, in external appearance, differs
from the cook-house but in the absence of the chimnies. Here the Musal-
chee or scullion is at home,—the crockery-ware is kept and cleaned, and
wines and beer are cooled for the table,

l cannot i this place omit noticing an illustration—called to mind by that
all-engrossing verb fo cool—of the very gingular wants which the [_']I“]]I;It-p anid
habits of a country may induce upon its inhabitants, - The services of two
ships—each of 5 or GO0 tons burthen—are retained by an American specula-
tist for no other purpose than that of supplying the people of Caleutta, yearly,
with ecommon tee,—and the l:ut‘crj:h" of Calecutta—that is the richer I}I:.II."til..lI:I of
them—not only receive it with joy, but have built a house, of a very peculiar

construction, for its rl'l'l']l'.itll'l and preservation, from whence the 1‘.||!|Jli:: obtain
their daily :-11I|_J:_J]i.l."h' at the rate of three annas per seer. With those, therefore,
who avail themselves of the ice,—saltpetre—patent refrigerators, and all foreign

contrivances are discarded for the more :1'EI'||.E_II|_' and efficacions material of na-
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ture’s own preparing,—by aid of which, wine, beer, or drinking water, can
be reduced from a state positively tepid, to a degree nearly that of zero.—1I will

not talk of nmectar or Elysium, but I will say that if there be a lurury here
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Not alone, however, as an article of luxury is the ice valued : it has
been of great service used medicinally, partieularly as a local application in
cases of fever, so common to this country. 1 but lately met with a gentleman
who attributed his recovery from sickness and excessive debility to having
substituted small lumps of ice, which he swallowed, in place of every kind of
warm diluent.

For the cooling of wines or beer it is only necessary that the bottles and
the ice he 1]1~[]q:ﬁit:-tl in a basket or tub of straw, and covered with a blanket 2
but I have seen a very convenient gpparatus, fitted with receptacles for bot-
tles, decanters, butter pot, jellies and what not, surrounding a chamber in
the centre for the ice. The '|'I.|HJ.|I.‘.. limed '||i|.'|.l|.'ll',,':]ll'H|'| with Aanupel. lead or

nwarhle, united neatness with utility.

The mention of wines and beer suggests notice of several other domestic
matters of which 1 may not find a more ﬁl1§||:;|;||_1;_||||'|L|*.|i1:|.' to :-a|:1-u_l-.. In
England they would be referred immediately to wine wvaults, brewers, and
the innumerable and varied shops which grace and diversify the streets of the
great uwtrn]:mli.l: 2 but in onr great [|L|,'[t"|'|l]|il|iﬁ you shall learn that it is jros-
sible for us to be independent of them all, by aid of a mart which I would
denominate the most miscellaneous f]r]:ul in the world. I allude to a Cal-
eutta anclion.—for it is thus, at a lmlr]'sv out-cry, that we obtain, |JL'II|JEE}I|.:-\,,
more than three-fourths of our :-:L:|r|1|]t':<_.. both J':1l|'43|11'1".'|1 and Asiatic,

Of the nature of goods thus brought to the hammer I could not possibly
furnish you with a more full, true, and particular account, than by allowing a
few selections from the title pages of these auction sale catalogues, in their
usual form, to speak for themselves. IHere are a couple of examples. They
are not literal copies of any fwe, but so characteristic of all, that 1 believe
the auctioneers themselves might be deceived into believing them the work

of their own ].ulli.r:lg clerks :(—
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When I tell vou that these auctions are held :l]1L'I'II:l1L“]:..‘ every [|:L].' in the
week, and that 1 have seen the catalogue for one day’s sale exhibit lots to the
number of 3,37 1% you may conceive as well the amazing mass of business
daily gone through at these marts, as the extent of supplies poured into Cal-
cutta through their channels.

In brief, the auctioneers of Caleutta are the general agents of many whole-
sale tradesmen at home, (who by the way occasionally favor us with the refuse
of their shops,) and the auctions, three in number, are marts for all descrip-
tions of goods, for sale of which, until of late years, a very limited establish-
ment of European shops has been found ; for land and household property, up-
on the demise or return home of Europeans ; for whole investments of English
and American books, including, in the last, reprints of London works, which
have actuallv. in some ingtances, been known to l:illl[‘r-ti'i]:l the nr‘i:_fin:tl_ ]*',ngljeg.lg
editions in their passage here ; for the stoeks in trade of persons giving up

business ; for carriages and horses, as at Tattersall’s in London ; for elephants,

cattle, and wild beasts from all parts of the country ;—in short nothing comes
amiss, from a Hhif’ of 800 tons burthen, its anchors or chain-cables, down to
Mechi’s magic razor-strops, and Sharp’s gold-eyed needles.

Our city, however, is now wonderfully improving in the shopping, and
{of the domestic character) manufacturing way also.

Of those whose business occupations more immediately concern domes-
tic matters, Calcutta now possesses as many as 12 General Shop-keepers,
25 Wine Merchants,—5 Chemists and Druggists,—5 Cabinet-makers,—14
Bakers, Confectioners, Provisioners and Oilmen,—(exclusive of 2 great hotels

from whenee provisions and confectionary are also procurable,)—I1 General
Hardware-man,—9 Tailors and Habit-makers,—13 Boot, Shoe and Harness-
malkers,—9 Miliners and Dress-mukers,—4 Hair-dressers and Perfumers, and
5 Leather-manufacturers: all these being independent of about 21 principal
native shop-keepers regident in the old and new China bazars.—I might fur-
ther mention, as they are so near the city, the extensive four-mills of
Cossipore, the steam-worked biscuits of which manufactory are in deservedly

great repute. At Howrah, also, on the opposite shore to Calcutta, chemical

works have lately been established, where, amongst other things, brown and
white bar soap are manufactured at a cost not much exceeding the London
price of the same articles.

In the Cossitollah, a street to which European tradesmen are gradually
in:p;l.‘.'ﬁrl,r_f a 1'1'%]:;‘¢'L:1|1i|-|l:.' to which it was before a stranger, an attempt was
made some time back by a |".L|1'-:r|:|:"<m to introduce a butcher’s shop, which
might recall our half-scattered recollections of Covent-garden or Fleet-mar-
ket,—but the times were not, 1 SUpPPOSE, Hllﬂlli‘il‘lllh' rife for 1|Li!~'_. and in a
short time the shop had disappeared.

* Mackenzie, Lyall and Co.'s catalogue, 15th March, 1843,
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In this same Cossitollah (which, by the way, literally means ** butcher’s
place,” as I am given to understand it formerly was) may be observed about
twenty-five Chinese shoe-makers, whose services are chiefly,if not exclusively
in requisition for the more delicate fabrication of ladies’ and children’s shoes.
These they manufacture with much taste and at moderate charges. In matters
of skill and neatness the Chinese mechanics and artizans may claim prece-
dence of all the other orientals: a carpenter of their body is a valu-
able, though an expensive acguisition. The shoe-makers are, however, not
mere labourers.—To myself there appears a sober industry, cleanliness, hones-
ty and independence about them which claims respect and good will. Some
of them have their little show-glasses and many possess sufficient business to
require the services of four or five Bengalee assistants.———Nay, more than
this, there is one happy, good-humoured looking young man amongst them,
who, with his wife, attired in English costume, at his side, may be seen
driving abroad in his buggy !

¢ -yt s GALIITL )
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I the list which I liave just enumerated, 1 confined myself to respectable
tradespeople, from whom, consequently, genuine merchandize is procurable,—
but in a city where Europe goods are dear, and rogues plentiful and ingenious,

—being in ‘short prolific of spurious articles in imitation of British or French
manufacture—an infinitude of petty shop-keepers are to be found in the
bazars whose wares are of a. more questionable character. The kind of articles
pickles

sauces—blacking—inks—salad and other oils—pomatum—essences,—and

with which this species of roguery is practised are beer—wines

what is worse than all these and a host of other such things—medicines,—
which many persons have been thoughtless enough to confide in, and spme
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unfortunate enough to suffer by. The lithographed labels inplace of the genuine
wood-cuts of Day and Martin and Warren, are distinguishable without a very
nice eye, but in other cases the labels offer fewer difficulties for imitation,
In the moofussul—I mean the country far H!Il{l near, around the l:'i!.].'—uf
whichl have now to speak, various articles of an inferior deseription are manu-
factured

sent to Calcutta, and sold as the prru]nr:a‘ of ]-'1"1“'”1]'-'- It iz not in
all cases that they are made to deceive, nor, indeed, but for people’s prejudices,
would it be necessary. The factis that many articles of country workman-
ship are very fair productions, (although imitations,) but the bazar venders,
LV :I.i];!]li{ themselves of the established ]'t‘f!lll;lli.ml of I';L]I‘uln::l.u g{:udﬁ, find an
advantage in deceiving.

At the French settlement of Chandernagore, a few miles above Seram-
pore, su;L[J—turJth and other brushes

perfumes—hair-oil, (some in imitation
of Macassar,) and such like trifies are manufactured. Monghyr is famous for
its guns and pistols,—Caewnpoor for its harness-ware, and Balasore for its
cutlery, all of which are sufficiently good to allow the Caleutta bazar people
to pass them upon indifferent judges for European manufacture.

Of a character offering no inducement for deception, are several kinds of

iron-ware peculiar to the country,—baskets—fans and toys, from Monghyr ;
table linen

wax candles and various articles pertaining to the ladies’
tollette and wardrobe from Patna,—whilst Moorshedabad— Bunares— Dacen

—Bhaugulpoor and Berrampoor furnish supplies of the various kinds of silk,.

muslin, and other fabrics for which they are known and reputed.

Awn revoir,—in connection with the bottle-khanah and the ice, there are

:.'l‘i some matters too '-Ill111!=]'t:l.lﬂ‘- to be lJ.':t-triq‘d over in silenee.

The cooling of wines is an operation nearly as well known in England
as in India, I believe, but with regard to ale or beer 1 should suppose that
warming would, at home, be a more acceptable preparation than cooling,
which here, is essential during five or six months of the year to render the
beverage drinkable, 1 may also remark that the drinking of the said bever-
age 18 not after the same fashion here as in England, nor, 1 imagine, in the
same quantity in parallel circles of society.

Despite the injunctions of some medical writers at home, to those visi-
ting tropical elimates, respecting the use of fermented liquors, there appear
to be few terrors here attached to the ““ bold John Barleycorn : * even amongst
medical men it is more usually recommended than prohibited. 1 am far
from meaning that this recommendation extends to dyspepties, who are ge-
nerally persons of sedentary habits, and should wholly abstain from it, but to
those in health, faking sufficient exercise, and to the peculiar constitutions of
some others, who may be said never to take any, its moderafe use appears to
be unattended by evil.

N
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My kind friend Dr. Corbyn, indeed, though a stanch opponent of stim-
ulants himself, yet affords a fair instance in support of this opinion. For
the last twenty-eight years neither water, (save in combination with tea, coffee
or soda,) or spirituous liquors of any kind, have passed his lips but upon some
extraordinary or compulsory occasions,—beer, tea and coffee being his sole
diet drinks. I may add that during the last ten years of this period he has
never known an hour’s sickness : so much for habits of regularity, temperance
and cheerfulness, even with a constitution which had received some shaking
from severe and repeated fevers, consequent on hard military service in
jungly, marshy countries. *

< Moderate stimulation,” says Dr. Brett, * is requisite to the European
in India ; water-drinkers are not observed to be the healthiest people.”t
¢ Some stimulus,’” says Dr. M*Cosh, * is absolutely necessary during the
hot weather, when the heart labours and the system is exhausted. In the
cold weather the want of such stimulus is litile felt.” §

On the other hand Dr. Js. Johnson in his well known work on tropical
climates, writes :—*“ In short, the nearer we approach to a perfectly agqueous
regimen in drink during the first year at least, so much the better chance
have we of avoiding sickness ; and the more slowly and gradually we deviate
from this afterwards, so much the more retentive ghall we be of that invalu-
able blessing health 1’ §

Dr. Corbyn supports this opinion and adds—* The most athletic
people in the world are water-drinkers,”” and in favour of the assertion in-
stances many of the Hindoo sipahees, who in walking, wrestling, lifting
weights, or other gymnastic feats, and in the endurance of fatigue, can, he
declares, scarcely find their equals.

In order to reconcile the doctor’s theorv and practice, it is but necessary
to state, that although he has drank beer for so many years, but in modera-
tion, and exclusively at 4 p. . dinner, and thus established a habit not essen-
tially opposed to his health, he yet conceives that had he established the
habit of water-drinking instead, it would have been preferable. 1t is neces-
sary, however, to add that water so exclusively used should be carefully
chosen, and be either rain water or that which has been boiled.

Now “ who shall decide when doctors disagree @’
# A gevere attack of spasmodie cholera during the late cxtreme prevalence of that
disease in Calentta, and since the above was ready for the press, in no way militates against
the facts stated. .

% Brett on Surgery in India—drt : Health of Lurepeans,—Bvo. Thacker and Ca.
Caleutta,

% Medical Advice to the Indian Stranger.—Dy John M'Cosh, 12me. Allen and Co.
Lanadon.,

§ The Influence of Tropical Climates on European Constitution.— By Ja. Johnson, M.
D. and James Ranald Martin, Esq., 8vo. Gth edn. 1841
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It only remains, therefore, for enquirers to satisfy themselves by observa
tion. Whilst the question of water versus stimulating liguids has, 1 believe, long
been held as at rest in I':!II'{)[JI‘ and America, where the claims of the primitive

Fll'l'i‘l':!;.{t' have been :|'I:|:|1' :u'|nln-"-'.'|:1'li_'.;'l'|i. the wonder w HrL:.'H;: peasant of Silesia,

Vincent Priessnitz, has probably demonstrated that if there be a panaces upon
earth, it should be songht only in cold spring-water. To this I would add that
such experiments as that of Dr. Beddoes with the twelve anchor-smiths, *—
six of whom, breathing an atmosphere almost enough to bake a dish of inani-
mate matter, yet declared, after a week’s water- (in place of beer) drinking,
that ** they had never felt so fresh in all their livex as they had felt through
that week,”—might even be allowed to overrule the objection which elimale
suggests, and seems to justify. Doubtless, were cold sprng-water obtainable
in Calcutta, there would be many proselytes to a system which falls back
upon nature and nature’s laws. As it is, for seven or eight months in the vear,
to procure even cool, and not the best water, some trouble and E::Li:upa.-trq-
]H'I'l‘.‘-i:-iill"].'.'—'l.'.'hi.'.“l' to obtain it r'r.u"r.", assistance must he .==||IL1-_:'||.I from the ice.

With respect, however, to the brewed stimulant, this much is certain,—
moderation forms the Freat :-l.':'ll.l‘i.l_'n' of all :—I would grant as short a
lease upon the life of a great beer-drinker in India, as i that of
systematic dram-disposer ;—spirits are proscribed in toto;—by Dr. Brett’s
¢ gtimulation™ I am aware he refers only to beer and the most simple wines :

Dr. M?Cosh |1|'|||1;|t.r].1.' does the same,—and in reference to malt liqquor Dy,
Corbyn says,—** If for Europeans in India, any substitute for spirituous
|i:|:|r|r:-; be allowed, that substitute should be deer, which for the India mar-
ket 15 of a r-'ll]h.‘l'i.cll' brew to that for home I.'-Ir|-I.|1|||JriHr| i J"..Ii_'_{l..j.;l|[|.“ This
last assertion may appear singular, but I have heard it before, and I leave the
initiated to corroborate or correct it.

A late writer in the Fndia Medical Jowrnel, under the head of © J".-';'.-:.-'.-':.;.-.'I-J.'
_||I':..l'l|'.l-"|"|:l".ln'l"-!"|" in the Eazl ™ after discussing the virtues of various I.i.-;l_lil.ll':-i. remarks.
—fi a_,l'- fable beer could be brewed in ]!1|:|1|:I._. it might 34"]:"-"""""5'-“ all other diet
drinks generally,” At Mussoorie, I am told, this has been already done, and
that the beer there brewed is |]:"l."|l'l.'|"|"1'1|- to that :Ii‘-'-]ﬂ'd"l"'t'*l from ]1-“""|"‘- H'll:\'
it has not also been done in Bengal, I am unable to say,—unless there be
truth in the report that it has been the result of opposition from an “interested
cligque.™

In November 1840, the :"-.]i'li[;n.'].' board, anxious to pTH‘-"lI}I‘ heer for the
gnldiers as a substitute for H|J§t']|.‘-: communicated with the Agricultural Societ ¥s
seeking information *° relative to the cultivation of hops in India, and any other
suggestions that might facilitate the process of brewing in this country.”—A
letter from Licut. Kirk, read at the 1||-:'1'l'm'_';. stated that a Mr. Hunter had

brewed largely at Fort Glo’ster, and established retail shops in Caleutta, but

* Naticpal Temperance Advocate.
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the proceeding was abandoned for want of encouragement. In a subsequent
communiecation from Captain H. Kirke, (I presume the same gentleman,) we
learn that the progress of his hop cultivation in Deyrah, Upper Mussoorie,
and Lower Mussoorie, was “ very encouraging,” and that he considered it
unnecessary to send to England for seed.*

It is, however, to be lamented that, as yet, whatever may be deing, no-
thing has been done. A wholesome and cheap beverage of the kind in Bengal
might do much towards abolishing the use of spirits amongst many whose
means do not warrant the patronage of Allsop and Bass, either at five roopees
the dozen in bottle, or from forty-five to sixty roopees the hogshead as im-
ported.

The quantity of beer consumed in most private dwellings in Calentta
would I think surprise you.t It is regarded by many, whether erroneously
or not, as the very prop of their existence, and during the hot weather is
used, by ladies as well as gentlemen, to almost the exclusion of wine.

Beer—or more properly speaking, ale—is of course imported and bought
in the wood,—bottled and allowed to ripen for the space of three months.
Porter 18 an article seldom used in India, being considered too ]n‘:u':.'_, ancl
to my unsophisticated taste, moreover, inferior in all respects to the porter
drawn from the wood at the public inns of the great metropolis. §

——— (ne word more of the ice.—Whether our American friend selects
originally clenn water for us,—or whether we are indebted to that law of
nature by which dirty water becomes purified when freezing, it matters little,
— it is, of course, as clear as |::|"_|.'.~=1'.LL |1|151~]:L'|1Elv|]ﬂ}', therefore, of its exdernal
*'L]’E"j:‘":”.’”” to bottles, it is :lt]lil-I_L'ﬂl infernally to drinking glasses, where,
whether in water, schedam, or cognac,—sparkling like some * gem of the
billows,” it more truly, effectually, and far more economically, enriches the
beverage than did the ancients of Rome, theirs, when they—

# Threw pearls of great price in their goblets of gold,
More costly to render the draught.”

The object which now claims our inspection is the Godown or general
store-house. In many houses a plurality of this office may be met with,
—the one h"‘;“.ﬁ used as wine-cellar, the other for the house stores. COur
business is with the latter.

Here, independently of hermetically sealed and other European pro-

* . Cantor states that the hop-plant * may almost be said to cover” Chusan, (now a
British possession in China,) and such of the surrounding islands as he had an opportunity
of visiting.
1 The Imports for the years 34 and & give a return of about 6,400 hogsheads, and for
35 and 6 about 4,519, besides an average, of abont 2000 dozens in cach year, in hottle.
Rell's Comparafive View f:,l" the External Commerce .-,:f' }ff-,-ryml'l 1834-5 and 6.
{ Of the 4519 hogsheads of beer imported in 33-G, only 91 were of porter, ex-
clusive of about 800 dozens in bottle,
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visions,—with detail of which you may observe the auction-sale eatalogue so
plentifully stocked—we find the usual monthly and imperishable stores, such
as rice, sugar, oil, salt, ghee, (clarified butter used in cooking,) soap, fire-
wood, and curry -stuffa,—which last consist of a variety of spices and dry
vegetables., In the absence of a separate wine-cellar, beer and wines, also,

are here |!|.~l]r|.-;i11'1'i. Ta this list we Ay, pf:rh:tll.‘:, add ;_[I':L]il for horses,

cows, goats and fowls,—each and sometimes all of these being Li-'[J! in some
families in Calcutta either for convenience or economy.

Attending the distribution of such of these articles as may be necessary
for the Li:L_I."H l'l.l[l!'il]]ll'lﬂirlrjﬁ ;_':'!:'I:IL‘I'.':“:-, forms one of the morming s rrit'l]u:-_( duties

of an Anglo-Indian housewife,—unless independent circumstances, or—dare

| say f—indifference to E‘ﬁ'l'lii:.' interests, throws this and other duties (with

their concomitant advantages) upon the head-man or Khansaman.

For want of a Dairy, which, with probably three or four solitary excep-
tions, no 1l-.1.'e-||'|1|:1_:.=i- in Calcutta, I believe, possess, we will falk ever those
things which commonly pertain to such a place in our native land.

At the hour of seven in the |:||m'|:|'|1r.-_:1t1:|.].' be seen L'IIIL‘]"IH_*_; the gate tie
old Gwala and Gwalin, with their cow and the

ittle calf trotting up behind
to -:lir:!nlh' claim with its foster-brother—man. [T!u: n:lm'h:n'ri, you |~;:|t:l.'.',—1]|;:l
is those who wrife for our benefit—say we are all, more or less, ¢alves in our
diet.) If there be no cow at the door, it may be assumed that the milk has
received an addition of water ;—but look at that poor half-starved diminutive
brute—now returning from its morning’s round—and what quality of bever-

age can you expect, unadulterated though it be?
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The cows of this [rart of Hﬂlghl are, in lI'LEth: a poor sel of ereatures @ vEry
amall,—slender-limbed, and, from bad fodder and little or no pasturage, thin
as i plough.  They are, almost invariably, l.'III;IlI‘I.‘]:.' white and exceedingly ti
mid, with & !I]I:l.':-iiLl::IHI'II'Iil' expression that, notwithstanding their jet-hlack

eves, might seem to hl“'q'ﬂi—-l_lli”;u and water itself,
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The contrast which they form with most other of the horned cattle of
India is remarkable. 1 may instance the impudent brahmunee-hull, sleek as
a race-horse and fatted as though for prize competition,—or the fine, gigan-
tic oxen of the upper provinces, but, above all, the savage and ferocious
buffaloe, an animal which, when pl'm'u]{L'EL may be ranked amongst the most
fierce, daring and powerful of the Indian jungle. He fears neither EH‘:HI.'.E
man nor lordly tiger: in a conflict with the latter even a domesticated one
has been known to come off victorious. In ¢ Williamson’s Oriental Field-
Sports” mention is made of a wild buffaloe measuring six feet high at the
shoulder, nearly a yard in breadth across the chest, with horns five feet
and a half in length!

I have had no opportunities of observing this beast in the freedom of
its native wildnesses, but the same animal may be seen in a state of sub-
jection all over the country. I say subjection, because it cannot be termed
tameness, some caution being necessary in keeping them.—Williamson says:—

“ The whole race, whether wild or tame, have an eye full of mischief,
and are never on any occasion to be trusted. Even among the domesticated
herds there appeats a certain jealousy of strangers, and especially of Euro-
peans, whom they view with a suspicious glance, and not unfrequently
attack without any warning; all the cattle in India have a similar propen-
:.-ir_r,—”

Domestic buffaloes are to be met with even near Calcutta, but their
use is more general, and their services more needed, by planters and agri-
culturists residing near the animal’s natural regions, the interior portions of
the country, where jungles and swamps abound. They are used for plough-
ing, draught, and sometimes load, and although they only work from morning
until noon, their great strength and size, though much deteriorated as com-
pared with the condition of the original wild stock, accomplish as much work
within that pc-:-irul. as an ordinary bullock can get through in a whole day.
Their keep may be said to cost little more than the wages of the herdsman,
for, as T understand they are not commonly allowed grain, the jungles furmsh
them with the whole or principal part of their food. At or before noon they
cease work, retire to the lakes or swamps and wallow until sun-set. They are
then driven home, fastened, by a peg in the ground, near a fire, and well
gmaked, to clear and protect them from the r1llIHl;lliTm'S+ with a very largze
description of which tormenter the jungles up the country are infested. This
done, t|1|:],' are driven to Ehu;*jlm{_f![‘rc to graze all ui:l_{h!.. the herdsman, “ seated
on the loins of his favourite,”” confident of safety, though in the very haunts
of the dreaded L]:r_;t'l',

Upaon first sight of these animals, when in the enjoyment of their sweet-
est luxury the bath,—not in * stream pelucid * but in quagmire muddy—they
might pass, with a careless eye, for little heaps of earth, or logs of wood, pro-
jecting from the water,—their colour, a slate-black, rendering them almost
indistinguishable, till a near approach, from the turbid pool in which they
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may be wallowing. Nothing more, probably, is visible, than a small portion
of the back—their muzzles and horns, which in a general way are full a yard
l:p:[;_(,—-|:1:1_ l:ll.g'l_{'L"[i s in COWE, upri_::!lT. or ﬂu‘u‘[ll‘d, but hu'lill.[n_'_{ h:u'l-x, s0 that in
butting, the head is bent down between the fore-legs in order to throw the horns
forward. The impetuosity of their rush, which prevents their turning or recover-
ing suddenly, together with the fact of their losing sight of the object of their
fury after they have once taken aim,affords the only chance of a person’sescape.

—To oppose an offended buffaloe, otherwise than with a rifle-ball, is vain: to
fly—with other than a swift horse, useless : presence of mind to stand still
till he is up, and then slip aside and seek a hiding or retreat, are, I understand,

the only terms upon which he is likely to part with a visitor,

and what a set of savages will

———— But where am I leading you'!
you take us to he that I miu:._;h‘ wild buftaloes with our domestic niatters !

Let U8, T]u'n_, return to the affairs of the []lli]"'l.'} anid 1|m1|:|_:h I cannot :.'01‘
dismiss the buffaloe from your attention, I will at least render the sl.ﬂle-':T_HuI‘]-
gervient to the legitimate ul]jt'{:l:-‘. of our survey.

Having noticed the extreme poorness of the cow-milk in Caleutta, you
will conclude that the butter partakes but in due proportion of its virtues.
“ Excellent butter,” says Miss Emma Roberts, © may be made in India, if care
be taken that the cows be well fed. Where they can get plenty of lucerne
and other nourishing grasses, their milk is rich, and easily churned into the
very best :]E"Ht:l'iptiﬂll of butter 3 but under less favourable circumstances it
will never attain the proper degree of consistence.”
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So poor, however, is our city commodity that, in order to get rid,
as much as possible, of its aqueous portion, it is a general practice to boil
the milk before bringing it to table. It is seldom therefore, in Caleutta,
that we have the pleasure of eosoling our tea with milk, which is brought to
the board steaming hot. Scalding milk, moreover, which is not intended for
immediate use, prevents its accidulating ; and it is in effecting this end that
milk, obtained otherwise than from the cow, at the door, 15 found to have
become smoky, in consequence of the cow-herd's habit of drying their earthen
vessels, inverted, over a fire to purify them.

Buffaloe-milk, though preferred by the natives, and not ull_n;:(_-'l]u‘r re-
jected by Europeans, is not used by the latter where other ean be obtained.
It is exceedingly rich, thick and nutritious : mixed with rice and cooked after
various fashions, it forms a principal ingredient in the food of the herdsmen,
who are a healthy, athletic set of ;n.-uj;.].;-, Butter made from buffaloc-millk, par-
tales, of course, of its peculiarities, and is not therefore (knowingly) used by
Europeans, to whom its * tallowy™ flavour is objectionable ;3 but I am told
that the natives are in the habit of availing themselves of the richness and
cheapness of the milk by mixing it with that of the cow from which they
manufacture our butter.

In the process, to which I have now alluded, as commonly conducted in
Calcutta, the dairy-maid is abroad indeed. A post being fixed in the ground,
before the door of the butter-man’s hut, and probably in a dusty read, an
earthenware vessel, containing the milk, is fastened to its side. The churn-
rod, which is nothing more than a piece of bamboo, split across at one extre-

mity, and kept open by two small pegs or cross-picees, is then inserted into
the vessel,—its upper and middle parts working within rings constructed of
twisted bamboo. The dairy-man now squatting himself before it, and
passing a cord twice round the churn-rod, twirls it backwards and for-
wards, and as the small Ir:u'lic'h'h' of butter rise to the surfauce, an assistant
gkims them off with his hands, proceeding in like manner till the work is
;-;.111]p]|;1,1~:1. The water |H"L1|I'_: then [Jrl:-:-l::-;'d from it, --ur]n‘.rh;l.p:-: not, for that
:lq'[||':|t]?{ upon the rate at which it is to be Huhi-—-l{ull have the Caleutta butter.

We are not, however, dependant upon the Caleutta manufacturers. The
services of men who will bring or send it a distance of 12 and 16 miles daily
may b u'l:b:l',_fl.‘l]:l and from whom it can be obtained of a far :-l'lljlt'l."iul' :lll:iﬁi‘}'
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to any made in the city. From Acra, and Budge-Budge, villages to the south
of Caleutta, and also from the military cantonment of Barrackpore, or its op-
posite neighbour Serampore, very excellent butter is procurable.

I know nothing of the operation at these latter places,—I1 dare
gav conducted with no meoere taste than here,—~but at Acra, where a Mr.
Greenfield has an English farm, matters ave of course far differently managed,
—Mrs. Greenfield herself superintending the affairs of the dairy. Originally
the proprietor’s object was, I believe, confined to the provisioning of ships,
but the attention of private families is now directed to the various produce
of the farm, with which they can be supplied, free of all conveyance charges,
on making the necessary arrangement. The superintendance at this ex-
tensive establishment, I have been assured, (for I have never seen it) is of
such a nature as to ensure a fair parity, in respect of produce, with even the
best of England.

To greater care of the makers at the places I have mentioned, will be
added superior food for the cows. The further from the city, the better pas-
turage, consequently, better milk and better butter. At Bandel, a Portuguese
settlement about thirty miles up the river, you may obtain cheese, which might
be compared to York cream-cheese. At Daccea, a city to the N. E. of Caleutta,
—the chief scat of the famous muslin manufactures, and once the capital of
Bengal, a description of cheese is manufactured, somewhat inferior, perhaps, to
single Gloucester, and much like what I should suppose the Dulch-cheese would
be if divested of its salt. At Hissar, also, a small town situated to the N. W.
of Dehlee, in the Hurriana country, 1:m|[.‘1§r|ing & government stud establish-
ment, where a large body of cows—(a cross breed between the Hurriana, Eng-
lish, and Nagore cattle,) are kept for the purpose of affording nourishment to
the :'u]h:} a waste of the m-g-.-p]u;{ milk 15 avoided |h:.' the manufacture of butter
the latter
is held by many persons as being equal to Permaezan, andd Miss . Ioberts

and cheese.—The former is considered the finest in upper India;

alls it super-excellent. The supply is, however, limited, and I do not be-
lieve it is prm‘uril]:h‘ in Caleutta.

It was at this place, Hissar, where the celebrated Colonel Skinner had
a large establishment of cattle, and a farm which formed an object of attrac-
tive interest to all European comers.
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A manufactare of more extensive mercantile importanee than that of which
we have just disposed, though arising out of it, and of considerably less value,
now claims our notice. The use of butter is almost exclusively confined to the
Kuropean population, but the consumption of ghee—the substitute for the form-
er article, and universal accompaniment to almost every alimentary compound
amongst the natives, whether worshippers of Brumha or Muhummud, extends
throughout their almost countless numbers ﬂ!nm the Himalayas to the sea.

This indispensable article of Indian diet is nothing more than butter,
melted, simmered, and skimmed over a slow fire, and then cooled. in which
condition it will remain sweet fora l{'n:_ﬂfl [.It-15[]][‘,—]3["2511'.'['][_'; gix months, if
kept in a cool situation. There are two kinds. The one is made from
milk of the cow,—the other from that of the buffaloe. The former is TENer-
ally prepared from the remnant of a previous day’s butter, which in India’is
seldom esteemed fit for use beyond a day after that of its manufacture, but

where cows are plentiful and butter in no demand, i'IJ'u'I'—le._‘l."|;|I,"{H can do no

"

better than convert the overplus of milk into ghee.—The buffaloe produce,

which is more common, more plentiful, and one-sixth cheaper, is a preparation

unconnected with any U‘l]IE"I', an article, as [ have :1|.|‘1.'i|.|.]:.' intimated, of consi-
derable commerce, and sent down to Caleutta, from all parts of the interior, in
large quantities.* Its price is about one half that of butter, the rate of which
raries from twenty to twelve chuttaks for the roopee, or from one !-i|:|i.||illll_;.' tin
cirhteen pence per b,

Ghee iz uzed for all 1'L15i.|1:l1':.‘ purposes, and in a country, the poor of
which consists almost entirely of Hindoos and Moosulmiing, the one spar-
ing, the other abominating the hog, a material bar exists to the introduction
of the only other fitting material for the like purposes.

As you have doubtless often heard of the extreme simplicity in diet of

the natives of India, you may perhaps be surprised to find the extent to which

this article, ghee, is in use amongst them, —for many of the Hindoos, though
cating no animal food, live even more richly than those who do. A lady,
endquiring of a Hindoo how it was that, refusing to touch cow-meat, he would
make such plentiful use of the milk, was answered——* Mem, we drink of
our mother’s milk, but we cannot eat of her flesh.”

“ Ghee and idlencss,™ says Willinmson, * caunse one-half of the natives

* This may be true of certain classes, but is not altogether applicable

atlings,’
to the lower orders, with the greater portion of whom, notwithstanding, more
Ilil.l'lil'.'li:illi']_'.' the Caleutta Moosulmins, who are later risers, and more dissolute
in their habits, than the Hindoog, the term .-c-"u,‘,n’.:f};f,-:.w,v.c |:_|i5_:|;t well accord.

voluntary activity or energy being seldom observable in anvthing they do.

* The Import Manifests of Goods (as received at the various ghits, or landing-places
of Caleutta) from July Sth to .."LII":'“:-IZ 2nd 1839, gpive a total of 275 COBMLE, which, at a rough

average of 2 maunds to a coopa, would be nearly 20 tons.
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To the natives generally, however, I believe that nothing can be too rich ; |

they are as fond of grease as the E':.-itlu-lllliﬂlﬁ. and eat the raw ghee in |:1r4__f|'

I.|lI:LItTi1;1':=. with their rice and bread.

i Williamson states that the natives * scruple not to eat a pound or more of
it, and that [JI.'!']LE!EIH not of the sweetest sort, without any :ln'm:uFr;m'mu-m of
bread, &ec.””—But I have the assurance of a gentleman that he has known an
up-country hindoo eat two seers of rhee 1|;ﬁl:|,', and Aeard of much more h|-':||-_[
eaten. *‘ Half aseer (1 Ib.) per diem is the quantity used by those who can
afford to fatten themselves'—so savs the same authority,®

Indeed ]".urnpt::l]l:{thL"l:l'.-t'h €85 are, per Iu‘t'L'Hﬂit}', somewhat freeconsumers
of this article. Instead of hl'i.-rh_': |:II.‘IJ'|';II:]I.‘I:] with food of that 1:|i|'m nature best
suited to the climate, it seems to be the opinion of too many of our Indian
purveyors, when left to themselves, that nothinge is so proper :.-_q that which 1s

swimming in grease, or furnace hot with chillies,.—and the hahit thus acquired

!rj.' MAny j':m'u!n':mﬁ, but more [1:11'15|'l1'|.'|,|'|1.' by persons born and bred in the
country, of living ou rich and  stimulating food, so strengthens with its growth

as to be neither observed nor checked.

We have now exhausted all that 1 am aware can afford interest in connec-
tion with the dairy,—unless yonder small horned group be allowed to suggest
the addition of a few words.

Goat milk, is I believe, in requisition chiefly for infants,—though in some

eages a danperous diet—and goats in India are not only E}1L=1|_1_-|'|-|.E|e in number,
but in kind. 'The finest are those which are bred in the country about Ulla-
habad and the Jumna river,—thence called, by those who reside UpoT its nor-

thern side, Jumna-paree,~—that is—over the Jumna.

i
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Let us now take a peep into the stable.

In a climate so uncongenial to European habits and constitutions, where
a burning sun at one time, and almost incessant rains at another, fill up the
chief portion of the cycle, you will at once recognize the necessity of a con-
veyance, of some kind, for those persons whose professions summon them
from home.

The modes of conveyance are six in number.—First—the English cha-
riot,—used by our * governors, and judges, and elders and rulers of the pro-
vinces.” To these 1 may add our doctors,—whilst in the evening, hl.l’r.pr-:rh-:l]ﬂ:f
in open carriages, suited to the period of the day, may be seen the ladies, not
only of the functionaries I have named, but of many other gentlemen who, I
believe, c»::u.-a'uivr.'rlv]:; ].:t'vl:l them more for the use of their wives and di’l'ﬂ_h_',‘]ltl‘l':"-
than themselves.

The ground which forms the Caleutta ride is a circuit of remarkably fine
road on the south face of the city,—full three miles in extent, and encom-
passing the noble and ingenious stronghold of Fort William,—but the portion
almost 1'xc'1|::-]1.'-;'|_1 chosen for the evening’s drive is that part of it on the bank
of the river, running between the city and Fort William, termed the Strand.
—This, between the hours of 6 and 7 ». s, presents the appearance of
an animated mass—a living moving line, which I can compare to nothing else
(unless to a similar scene in Hyde Park,) than a little communication which
the ants may have discovered with the jam or jelly-jar,—but—to carry the simile
yet further—finding an insurmountable gap, are traversing the brink in haste
anil ;L:l.xit't:.'. The Knglish ﬁhi.il:-j. breasting at times, in a ling, the whole road,
appear to act like magnets from the north; forming the connecting link with
home, family, and friends ; recalling the most endeared associations of the
past, and the novel and interesting reminiscences of the voyage ; towards the
identical barque, haply, on which that strange and isolated period was spent—

i Ag the sun-flower to its God,”

so many a wishful, longing eye is turned.
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We have lately had rather a novel, and, to English eyes, very welcome
addition to the necessarily somewhat limited gaieties and attractions of our
Esplanade :—nothing less than a * London and Brighton™ coach
the road * to Fort William in Bengal 1**

It ¢ astonished the rJ:lt'L'.'EH;" and [JFI:LJ]‘('I-I‘JI'!EI[]H, alike 1|L'|'tg_§hh![i the young

plying on

and the old,—many of the latter not having seen such a thing for thirty and
forty years! Tt was landed from the Zenobiz in the same condition in which
it had left the docks in London,—garnished with the very mud of the
English roads, and which it seemed almost a sin to wash from the wheels,

The first appearance of this 1‘.xlri1ur[1]n:tl‘:.' booted machine, with its
g[;lnr:[iid team, qi.'i:z;]fm;_[ I.h]"tHIIL:]'J Calcutta, under the ;’_:nitlmu‘.i‘. of its skilful
and spirited owner Mr. Thomas Holroyd, created no small sensation in so,
comparatively, sober a community.

The second description of conveyance is the Palkee Garree or Palan-
keen Carriage ; a very light, neat and convenient vehicle, peculiar to the coun-
try. Like other carriages it will require as many grooms as horses, of which
there may be one or two [gﬂwru]l}' the latter) :l['l;,‘[ﬂ'[.l.lllll_{ to the size of the
garree. Then follows the smaller desecription of Palankeen Carriage, having
sliding pannels instead of doors, and requiring but one horse,—being, indeed,
but an improvement upon the little Brownberry. This last, which is nothing
more than a poleless Palankeen placed on wheels, dispenses with a ﬂ::rlc"]im.'i:;,
the syee, or groom, running by the horse’s side.—According to report it took
its rise from a circumstance I may briefly mention.

In the year 1828 there was a general ¢ strike™ of the Palankeen or Palkee
Ooriah bearers,—an immense body of men, natives of Orissa, who may be
called the porters, sedan chair—or hackney-coachmen of India, Now if you
can im:tghu_' the iml:lu.ki'lﬂi:nls to which the lumlﬂn[‘: of London would be Eauhjw_:t-
ed, were there no laws to regulate hackney-coach affairs, you will also be ena-
bled to form an idea of the greater extent of inconvenience suffered by the
inhabitants here up to the period 1 have mentioned, for there were no regula-

———
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tions. The grievances at length occasioned public complaints—police affairs,
and magistrates’ meetings, when it was resolved that certain restrictions should
be placed upon the bearers,—the palkees be numbered, and the men ecom
pelled to wear a small brass ticket on the arm. To this innovation, as they
deemed it, they were as (Im-;prr.‘ﬂc']j.' averse as the unfortunate Hi_if]llil.ndﬁ‘rri
were to the lowland garb and loss of their arms in © 45. Wearing the ticket,
ihe bearers declared would oceasion the loss of their casfe. They found the
magistrates, however, not so young upon such points as to be deceived,—so,
negociations proving fruitless, the malcontents drew off—assembled in a body
on i:hu'-'l'l'iuf_fht‘t‘ :||.1'.ﬁ||—11'fu!~'r:l to work, and talked of 1|1;:u'hil|g en maasze to
their own country. There was, of course, no authority like that exercised
over the Edinburgh brewers, to compel them to work, and so upon Chowrin-
ghee plain they remained for several days. In the mean time, other, com-
monly termed Hindoostanee—Up Country, or Rowwanee bearers, made their
appearance in Calcutta, and carriages and buggies were brought more into
requisition.

Amongst others who suffered the general inconvenience was a Mr.
Brownlow, who, having, like many more, no other conveyance than a palkee,
which was Lis own property, clapped a pair of shafts and four wheels to it,
and with a poney and running groom, went to office in his new vehicle.—The
idea was caught like an epidemic,—acted upon like a universal cure, and the
little machine became denominated—a Brownaberry. As the history goes, this
struck a final blow at the independence of the Ooriah bearers, who, finding
that their services were thus becoming of diminished illlpnrlmu‘i', were not
so difficult of being brought to terms.—A meeting was held,—rates were
fixed—palkees numbered, and the bearers ticketed. Duke Cumberland
would not have terminated the affair half so well.

Fifth on the list may be placed the Buggy or hooded chaise, which former
name, however, [ believe is now as common in England as here.

Though last, not least in importance of our conveyances is the Palan-
keen or Palkee,—a vehicle the amusement and the puzzle of all new-comers,
who, troubled even to get in, are almost sure to sit the wrong way when they
:-'=1l(‘v['t'l.'l:i,—]?l:ll:.ll!_'.{ their backs :lgiti.l:!ﬂ. the brass knob of the drawer situated
in front, and their feet upon the cushion intended for their backs /! Upon the
bottom, which is caned like a chair, is placed an elastic mattrass, with back
and side eushions to match,—in ticea palkees covered with fine matting, and
in private very often with morocco leather.

The palkee, if used regularly, whether private or hired, is a much more
expensive mode of conveyance than either the buggy or small palkee carri-
age. The pay of a private palkee bearer is-—if a Rouwanee, 4,—if an Ooriah, 5
roopees per month: of the former there will be six men,—of the latter (with




many exceptions to the rule) five, so their expenses are balanced within a roo-
pee. Of the first, the whole six run with the palkee,—of the second, four only,
tl:]l' I‘l“:l'l Imian ]'4'I'|II|:I|”'-|I|.‘_-|" at I"ll:ll:lll' to l:'!ll'll.{ |:|;|.‘-'| ‘I'I]l.'ll.!lil.'ll.i(“l?*" fl:ll.llj -i1.|||l|. answer ;l.'ll:-'
1]l'||'|i|.]||:|:‘\- “l]i.l'h ]]'-Ei':- ]Il" [liillll" |:i|'||r| llii‘"\. ."'\-("l".'!ll'l.'!'i Ii” tl]l" IH:III.'S"\-I.'.

Ticea, or hired bearers, charge one roopee four annas* per day for them-
selves and palkee. The four annas, we are told, is paid for the use of the
conveyance, which, precisely after the arrangement of the hackney-coaches in
England, is not the property of the working men, but hired from a stand of
palkees belonging to one individual of their own tribe. The remainder proceed
being then divided amongst the bearers, yields each man about seven roopees
eight annas, or fifteen .l-;hiHiu_:_{:a, per month., This Supposes them to obtain full
hire 1l.;|i]].'_,".'.'h]t']t of course is not the case,—but on the other hand, as short trilw,
whether the remuneration be according to time or distance,yield a greater pro-
[lnl'liclrluh' profit, thl,‘}' doubtless, on the average, realize the sum I have men-
tioned. Private bearers generally calculate upon having to carry their masters,
if in office, to town in the morning and home in the evening only, though they
are of course at his and the family’s service all day, and upon occasions of
having to go any, above the ordinary, distance, they, as well as ticca bearers,
will very probably desire the addition of two more men,

Thus, then, a palkee, independent of casualties, and being a conveyance
for only one person, with private bearers, costs twenty-five Roopees (or £2
10) per month, and a ticea palkee and bearers, thirty-five. No persons in
their senses, however, would continue the use of the latter long : the extra ten
Hh‘.jli‘l' mensem would soon amount to the ]H'iﬂ":' of a new lll'E'r':lTl‘ |PE‘-H-€.N‘1
which, I may add, differs from the ticca in being slightly larger and more
handsomely fitted up. To those, therefore, who have not a constant use for
bearers,—whose professions may call them out, not at any stated hours, but at
all hours—in all weathers, and for all periods,—when it wovld be neither po-
litic nor perhaps humane to keep a horse working and standing out in the sun

* An anna in the sixteenth part of a reopee.
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and the rain half the day, the most approved method is to have a light private
palkee, and hire bearers as their services may be required.

I say light, because 1 cannot advocate the use of the ordinary * Europe
made palkee™ as it is termed, the price of which is as oppressive to the
pocket as is its weight to the shoulders. That so much weight or bulk is
unnecessary, few I believe will deny, unless they can at the same time prove
that the climate of Calcutta, so far from favouring the old doctrine of “waste™
in our systems, makes Falstaffs of us all, in which case it would be full time to
seek a race of bearers of the lineage of Ajax or of Atlas, This much however
I can indeed say, whether or not in favor of the Grisenthiwwaitean, or new
doctrine of anti-waste, I am not sufficiently learned to declare, but that there
are some so decidedly of Pharoah’s fat kine, that spite of May, June and July,
they continue, like a genus of fish described by Ichthyologists, to increase
in bulk all the t|:!|:|.".-i. of their lives !

Having made a display of my advocacy in favor of the quadruped, 1 ought
to evince my consistency by shewing that 1 was not doing so0 at the expense
of the biped. This I hope to effect by simply Stiltiug that the latter, !Imugh
decidedly the hardest labourer in Bengal, has yet rest in his labours.
The horse, kept from his food, and harnessed, standing in the rain or the
sun, cannot be said to be at rest,—but the bearer, seldom taking food at other
times than morning and evening, has no sooner lodged his charge whi-
ther visit or business may have led, than, spreading out one of his clothes in the
veranda of the house, or rolling it up for a pillow, he lays himself down to
rest, and in two minutes is fast asleep. Thus, possibly, he remains for one or
two hours, and is occasionally idle even all day,—sleeping, smoking, or gaming
with his fellows. This, though of course accidental, is yet far from rare or un-
usnal, .'!I:]tl'tm:}' therefore be allowed to illustrate one of the .-;dvnnt;;gpg fa-
vouring the man labourer. Further I need not pursue the com parison,
for, proceeding on the mere question of humanity, as the bearers are not
slaves, but willing lubourers, I know not, if they heard me, that they would be
Oover ;,{r:l.t{*ful were 1 to advocate the use of horse instead of man, more ;!:I.I'ti-
cularly as it could not he shewn fere, in the land of the |!:.1!r;|. o caste,” that
an avocation providing employment for a body of about eleven thousand five
hundred men, Hlll,'_{hl. with :k{!mnhugv b :159En-u.~ami with, and the men’s labours
turned into other and better channels.

The possession of a private palkee is desirable for several reasons: the

F

foremost need not be dwelt upon long.
ally by all classes and ranks,—from ladies in muslin and blonde,—encircled in

Che palkee is used occasion-

an atmosphere of Bergamot or milleflewr, through a variety of occupants
breathing one of cigars—cognac— oil—hookas, and i}ﬁ.ll,zlrltl to the sick, the
diseased, or dying patient being conveyed to the hospital. I may state,
further, that the bearers, though not commonly, yet m:::rusimmll:.'_. convert
their palkees into sleeping apartments for the night.
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With respect, then, to a vehicle, within which it is customary to recline,
or to lie down, those indescribable feelings of comfort and assurance arising
from the absence of any obtrusive imaginings which the associations 1 have
just enumerated are calculated to create, afford, I think, considerations
in favor of its being ** aw yer ain,” which are not to be regarded with
indifference.

One further item respecting the palkee and we will take our leave of it.—
Having neither mail nor stage coaches,—post chaises nor steam carriages,—the
palkee forms the substitute for the whole of them in what is termed * Dik*
or post travelling, which, like the travelling of England, ceases not for the
lli,liht;u and is in other respects ;1r]':||n_<_;r|:1 after the like m:mm-r':-—-fr-.*.i-'-]t I'l't:l:,'*.i of
bearers being laid at certain fixed distances on the road. Indeed, so far as the
men’s labour is concerned, the coolness of the night renders that period pre-
ferable, for notwithstanding tigers and other wild beasts are then most alert,
travellers are protected from their approach by the blaze of torches borne by
men engaged for the purpose. To the interior of the dak palkee are added
such little conveniences as extra drawers and pockets, lamps, hat slings,
glass and bottle racks, and fire-arm receptacles.

The rate of travelling by this means, instead of being very slow, will |
think surprise you by its rapidity. The journey to Allahabad, a distance of
five hundred and fourteen miles, occupies the traveller seven days. He has
* within two
hours of starting, but is under the necessity of giving five days notice. The
expense of such a trip is two hundred and fifty-seven roopees, or about £25.

This application of the palkee I could with pleasure see abolished,—for, to
say nothing of the inferior rate of travelling when compared with what could
be accomplished in a wheeled vehicle, the manual labour, though not actu-

not the advantage, however, of being enabled to “take a place

ally so great as the Calcutta ticea-work after a day’s summing up, is yet far
from adding to the ease of a sensitive traveller,—and as to personal comfort,
I can only state that those who speak from experience declare it to be weari-
gome in the extreme, and compare it to nothing better than travelling in a
coffin. It is acceptable, therefore, to learn thatat this wery time a Mr, J.
Cameron, coach-builder of Calcutta, is engaged in bringing forward a little
invention which promises to substitute for the present travelling palkee, one
that may be either pushed or driven forward upon wheels, in place of being
sarried on the shoulder,—and which, with all the paraphernalia of wheels—
driving seat, and harness for poney, will not exceed the allowed weight of
the dik palkee ; so that when * needs must’” the bearers have only to
‘% ghip’* the poles in their accustomed places and shoulder their burthen as
usual.

Independently of these six conveyances there are three others, of an in-
ferior order, which, though possessing little connection with domestics, yet
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being oceasionally seen in Caleutta, merit a passing notice.—The first is the
Ruranchee, a kind of burlesque upon an English |I.'u‘]«.m"}' coach, and about
half its size. It is a native conveyance, drawn by a pair of miserable-look-
ing tuttoos or ponies, but upon occasions of emergency, or for a night trip,
when palkees may not be obtainable, is sometimes used by Europeans, who
very carefully drop the red curtain cloth, which hangs around the upper part
of the coach, to screen them from observation !—The second is the Rut, a very
smartly decorated, four-wheeled, and exclusively native conveyanee, drawn by
a pair of bullocks, and used by respectable natives in various parts of India,
but seldom in Bengal.—The third is a one horse, and somewhat diminutive
conveyance, termed an Eeke, and this also is exclusively used by the natives,
though, like the rut, it is little seen in Calcutta.

Having disposed of the vehicles, we may now look more closely at the
stable. Externally it differs from that of England in the total absence of a
door. This, i.hll'i:lh;.',' our cold weather, and more ]J:lrticuhwi}' in some houses
where the building is exposed to an open space or road, becomes a fault,
for the nights at that season are not only cold, but very often excessively fog-
gy. The evil is not lessened when it is remembered that the syce generally
domesticates with his charge,—his charpaee, or cot, being often placed at the
foot of the horse’s stall. Inthis case a common deseription of mat, called
durma, propped against the archway, is too often the only observable protec-
tion possessed
and cold.

Internally the arrangement and economy of the stable offer more notice-
able peculiarities. First in respect of the food.— Very few horses—and these
I imagine only imported English

by man or beast against those insinuating visitors, rain, fog,

are fed exclusively upon oats,—though

racers, hunters, and many of the better sort of riding and harness horses, have

with their usual food an equal portion of that grain, which is an article ge-
nerally too scarce and dear for common consumption, were it even desirable.

In Arabia, Turkey, Persia, and Afghanistan, horses are fed upon barley,
barley straw, and green grass; in Burmah,—from whence we obtain an in-
valuable race of ponies—upon paddy, (that is, rice in the husk) and green
grass,—Dbut in India the grain almost universally in use is a species of vetch,
chick pea eicer arietinum), termed in English parlanee gram,—by the natives,
Chunna. 1t is esteemed more nourishing than ocats in consequence of the
large portion of saccharine matter it containg. European horses generally be-
come accustomed to and fond of it in a short time, whilst some will take to i
the very first day. In flavour it is so agreeable even to the man, that  Chunna
Jore gurm,’” or hot parched gram, is almost as common a cry in the streets of
Calcutta, as hot pies or potatoes in those of London. The price of gram va-
ries from fourteen annas (say ls. 7d.) per maund (80 lbs.) in time of plenty, to
two roopees, eight annas, or Js., in that of scarcity,
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The best comes from the neighbourhood of Patna. From two and
a half to four, and sometimes even six seers, aor twelve pounds, of this are
given daily, mixed oceazionally with one more seer of bran, and a table-
spoonful of salt. Before being washed for use, the gram is, by many persons,
very advisedly split. This is generally done by means of a small description

of the common asiatic mill, identical with the stone hand-mill of H'l'i]:ll'.qu-_"-

and which is used for the grinding of our corn even to the present day. Two
women may be seen thus employed at the mill ;—at but a short distance also
as the author of the Eosf-Tudia Skeich

Book,referring to these and other illustrations of scripture observable around us,

the oxen to tread out the corn, and-

remarks—** |'-'i:l1li|ii|t'-lrj.' makes us forget that these things were thus when the
steward of Abraham first met the fair Hebekah at even-tide, on his journey
for the bride of his master’s heir.”

But to return to the chunna. Some II:I."I'.-iIZII].‘iirl.—iTl,".'l,-:l of :-'~_|il|i”i-l'lif the _LTI'HEH.
soak it until soft, thourh it is thus rendered less nutritious. [t is then
done up, three times a day, with the proportionate gquantity of bran and salt
in the form of a cold mash. Of this, however, such is the roguery of many
coachmen and syces, that, unless fed in your presence, the poor animal will
very probably receive about two-thirds,—the remaining portion being either
sold, or ground to powder, and cooked in his keeper's food ; or it may be that
certain goats, tethered near the syce’s residence, are in better condition than

could well follow upon a grass diet.f

® Bea Mar

wers and Customs of the Jews, 18mo, E.-|:|<i||||I pape 44, or Hilsle Cyelopoedia, page
BGT. J. W. Pa or. London,

| Biae .Ilil"i':"" ral use of clnng is for the fead of ecatile: flonr iz zlzo made aof it and weed 1A

making cakes. Green Chuna is used like green peas ; and the plant, when tene having an mead

lazte, forms a good viegetnhle for l'l.:i||;|.r:| purposes, The dried ||'!i|.|‘|‘!\. zerye as fodder for cattle
Deewaw Pusuxo.,  Tramslafed by Mr. Lewis Decosta,

et the name of the aathor) that Shak-j

= 1t 1= related in one of the Historbes of India (1 §

Juban, one of the Emperors of Dehlee, being confined by his dutiful son, Ourungzeeh Alumgeer, and




To ensure safety on this point my own plan is, not only to see the horse
fed, but to feed him with my own hands, by which means I accomplish three
good ends; first, securing the animal his food :—second, under the osten-
:c':hfu,' motive of ;_Ij;:iuil]g_f the horse’s .'1.”:H'|!III1E“'|![, :-'.;n.'il:-_f the BVOE, who I':Ii[_f]ﬂ
poasibly be innocent of this thing, the mortification of feeling himself watch-
ed ; and third, courting as much friendship with my horse as his nature will
permit,—a matter of no small consequence in a country where horses (Arabs
excepted) are not so docile and gentle as those of England, but will on ocea-
gions, as I can testify, make free with the hand which proffers, in preference
to the gift that is proffered, or, rising upon hind legs, fell the unwary inten-
ded rider with the fore. These and similar propensities have gained many
of the Indian horses the appellations of man-eafer—liger —cannibal, and the
like.

How far that spirit of kindness toward the animals, or that jockey pride
in their Lc::q:u and appearance which seem to animate the English Ero0m, but
appear wanting in the Bengalee, might in due course, serve to soften their dis-
positions, it is difficult to say, but many think them altogether incorrigible.
We are, however, far from wanting European skill and judgment in the im-
provement and training of horses. There are in Caleutta four European livery
stables, two of which are very extensive, and where, besides a large body of
horses at livery—for sale—training or shoeing, may be seen as true and wor-
thy specimens of the genus Jockey—horse-breaker, and horse-dealer, as could
be found in London or Yorkshire.

Ascending higher in the scale of science and importance, and, indeed,
more intimately connected with domestic matters, I should not omit to men-
tion the extensive veterinary establishment of Messrs. Hughes and Templer,
than which I question whether one wore complete and efficient could be
found in England. Besides the town establishment, where between nine hun-
dred and a thousand horses are shod monthly, (at double the expense, 2 Rs.
per mensen, but treble the ﬁt‘i‘l.LI'i.tj.' of the native farriers) there is the Bally-
gunge branch establishment, about two miles from town, as a sanitarium
for the reception of sick horses that may require the advantages of air, quiet
and seclusion, and where, conjointly with the house in town, about one
hundred patients are received monthly,

Indian hay—of which I may now say a few words—in its little rough bun-
dles of not more than a foot and a half ]""?L and two Spans in circumference,
being asked what two groins he would like to be fed wpon during the remainder of his life, replied,

Chaen'e ol wice, It is stated that this was dome on the ajesty’s cook, who said that he

1 : : :
would vary the dish every day of the year. In contin r réconded, and wonderful to

relnte, that the aforesaid sook gave his majesty o new dizh for one year and ten days. 1, myself,

had o man, in Dehles, in my service, who conld cook 23 different dishes of chuna and riee, and who

dechared he was descended From the fumous cook of Shab-1-Jaban ' Nl ..' ram FFrivale Cori ']'-".ln'l':l-'n'l{'l'.




bears but small resemblance to the produce of our English fields, in its mas-
Hiu'_. 1'-1|:||15|l'!, trimmmed, and fl'ui_;:'il.lll trusses. The liI::LHt'_L of our Indian com

modity, notwithstanding, 18 esteemed very fair,—that 18 to say, of the one
kind only which is fit for stable use. This is the doob grass, which the an-
thor of the Easi-Tudia Vade-mecum T have so often alluded to, states, exactly
answers to a description of grass discovered in Ireland many years ago, called
Fiortn., 1t is short, |ia|(|l:l::. and from the manner in which 1t is mowed. or
rather weeded up, 1-:}_-_5L‘1hm' with the fact of its 11L|iir]:: fresh root at whatever
joints may touch the ground, very muddy, which renders it necessary to beat
or wash it well before hl':'.ug used. You must not jl!l:l:.{ilu- it shaken down
from the hay loft into the rack, after the manner of those ¢ foreign barba-
rians of the North-west,* ”r.'_.',.' ."-ﬁ_j"-‘a' we have none; racks, 1'n|t:-'.v:|||_.:-|113}-,
none or few,—for where their introduction into use has been attempted, the
general result, I believe, has been, that the horses, not relishing the trouble
of stretching their necks a yard high, and familiarized to old customs, have
only dragged the hay down to eat it from off the ground. This, at least, was
the result in the attempt I made myself. Many horses, and all that are sick,
are fed entirely upon green grass, which may be supplied either by contract,
|1:1|E:.,',, or h}- a l'.'.l'.-.-.'.-.-l.llm.-'.-r_ or erass-eutter, retained as a servant on a monthly
salary of three or four roopees. The expense of either method is nearly 4.'||:.I;I:|
with that of the consumption of hay,—about one hundred or one hundred and
fifty bundles of which are sold for a roopee.

A few words respecting the syce or groom, and 1 will not further prolong
your stay where so little can be seen of a charncter to interest a lé:l.i}'.

The wages of a syce vary from four to five rupees monthly. If you have
two horses you must keep two syces. Indeed, in Calcutta, generally speaking,
whether you possess two or fifty, it 15 necessary to retan an equal number
of STO0MmSs, A% One Iman will attend to mii}' one horse ; but in the moofussul,

two men will attend upon three,—three upon five,—four upon six and seven,
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and so on in the like proportion. This attendance will not, perhaps, be
thought very extravagant when the singular duty to which the man is liable
15 taken mto consideration. 1f attached to a saddle horse in town the :n:‘-.-;-r':u
duty is generally light enough, as few but ladies, children, and the excessively
timid, except when travelling or visiting, require the syce to run with the ani-
mal,—and this is the duty to which I have alluded.

The custom, I need hardly say, is of purely Asiatic origin ; nevertheless
remembering what I have said respecting the Indian horses, their question-
able disi]u.-lit'lutm and L:I_i_f!'_h’ tricks, it is Very often considered an advisable cus-
tom. A gentleman, by any accident unhorsed, or induced to dismount, may
find himself, if without a syce, also without his horse’s permission to re-mount.
I have, myself, trusting master Pooskfius to a strange man at a friend’s door,
been struck to the ground, as a butcher fells an ox, and only saved from
further mischief by timely interference.®

Mounted grooms are nearly unknown in India. Indeed, the men them-
selves—those commonly met with here—have not the slightest knowledge
of riding, and in most instances never crossed a horse in their lives! This is
not the case with SyCes from the northern parts of |u|]':;|:| and in Ir:ll'[i.t'l[':.‘ll‘ of
one class of men termed Punjabee, who not only are horsemen, and so attach-
ed to their charges as, it 1s said, ever to give them the first morsel of their
own food, but have the reputation of being, in some degree, horse-doctors.
[ndependently, however, of the equestrian consideration, and even supposing
the Byce u‘i!lllng to attend to an extra horse for his own use, or that such a
companion, in an Asiatic city, where the saddle is never, or seldom, occupied
but for an hour in the morning or evening, would be otherwise than a super-
fluity, it would be rare to find saddle horses so quiet or so well matched as to
permit their being held by one man.

Should the syce be attached to a gentleman travelling or to a vehicle, his
duty becomes somewhat heavier than that of the town saddle-horse attendant.
In the case of travelling, whilst the ghusyara has been sent on at three in the
|1|u]'|gi|::_: with I_h|_' l']L':I!I-Ills_[_.. 1l'|-|Ill.‘1'iJI:'_f, and !‘t*ct]ing [Jnrillnhi'l‘lh'ﬂi:l.. the syce
remains behind to saddle the horse and accompany his master on foot,—
which, ﬁl{'ﬁirih' Trul!t]nf.___" and cantering to !:IEHJL: ]H_' q_:mLI.r'lI.'L*:-i_., with bare feet

=

* The country horses are very vicious; they all both bite and kick in the stable; on
the road also they exhibit many vicious tricks. Should they throw their riders, they attack
the first horse they see; it such horse happen to have a rider, that rider may think himself
fortunate if he escape. | would much rather come within a hundred j‘:tl'l’!:—'\. of a tiger ; the
latter perhaps would not attack me, the former most certainly would. Several officers have
been, killed by them. 1 was onee chased, but fortunately, escaped. They sometimes kill
their grooms ; we have one now in the troop stables, that has killed two, and injured others.
Yery lately one attacked a European officer, when he had merely dismounted it, close to
the barracks : he 1‘:'-'."': it off for a time with his sword, but was at ]\'II:’_';1.!1 abliFed o eut it
down.”

* A letter from India,” by J. B, L.—V. 5. Horse Arill ry
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and girded loins, to do during a stage of probably twelve miles! One e,
which is ten kos, or twenty miles, iz, I am informed, not an unusual distance !
The running capabilities of a moofussul syce are indeed truly wonderful : the
f]ll]}' |r5!j.' is l.llt'_\' are often so 3".-L"|-'{'l'l.']:.' tested. Yet the men themselves seem
to think little of it, and I have, myself, seen them come in after a run of
five miles out, and five home, without apparent aceeleration of breath !

In the case of the vehicle, instead of remaining at home or sitting by his

master’s side in fine livery,—though we are not without instances of such con-

sideration, good taste and indulgence—the syce, holding by any available pro-
Jection, runs by the side of the horse or vehicle, and, by an admonishing ery,
gives warning to all before him of the approaching danger. This vou will
better understand by my stating that there are no foot or side paths to the
roads in India, which, consequently, present a confused mass of men, women,
carriages, buggies, horses, bullock carts and palkees.

I have only now to add that whilst this practice of running with the
horse 1s sometimes necessary and prudent,—sometimes voluntary and un-
necessary, it arises in other instances, from  inconsiderateness on the part
of the master, and thus the Calcutta groom may m'.c'.'mimml.l}' be seen—
in an open road, and under a blazing sun at noon—running h:,- the side of the

horses, when a moment’s consideration would place him either behind the
carriage or in the vacant seat or other part of the buggy.

I doubt not, however, these matters will share in the general march of
improvement and refinement which may be observed at this time to exist on
the highway of Indian life. With respect to the syce, even now I observe
el ]il.(l."l.' '—:I.Ill.i t HL1r 1(l||i .‘i]“' -IH not il..|1||:'_f|'||']|."]' Hill_'_fl.l]i_l.l'—'lfli” II!I;I}' ]FI;"' Seen, al
early morn, accompanied when riding out, by a booted and spurred,—buck-
skinned and turbaned—mounted groom.
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There yet remains one apartment or out-house to which 1 have nof
directed your attention,—the Ghosul-khanuh or bathing-room

In India, as it should be elsewhere, it is the custom for every person to
hathe VETY I~|'4,-L|u|-e-|'|1'|:.'.\ if not EVEry Jll::ul'rlil;_:: !ﬁ;‘r.-rrlr.h".-ur:f {he year, and which
many systematic old residents would not neglect for the sea’s worth. In
such a climate T need |:|:L|'L”_r tell you that the custom—made a Cerenany
of at least, if nothing more, by the most dirty and vulgar of the lower classes
of Hindoos—is essentially requisite, not only for common cleanliness—

e 24ill to be pure "en did it not conduce”
(As much it dees) to health,—

but, as the poet intimates, the preservation of that inestimable treasure, the
value of which few appreciate until it is wanting.

I cannot say that there exists any authority to recomment

poet just quoted, that we should, into

, with the

¢ e the wide flood that laves rich Indostan,

Plunge thrice a day, and in the tepid wave

Untwist” our * stubborn pores ;"
because, though many bathe twice—once a day is held to be sufficient ; and as
to plunging into * the flood that laves rich Indostan™ the merciless alligators
forbid it '—

to culinary proposes—exposed—or otherwise unsuitable for bathing. Swim-

Even the tanks attached to ]:-1'i,'.':LlL' houses are,—if not sacred

'|l|-|=|_‘-i~ therefore, 15 a recreation seldom within reach of ]‘:':Il':rprimz-' in Calcutta,
who are thus obliged to confine their aguatic exploits to either the public
bath, which is expensive, or to the scene of our present survey.
Should your imagination, borrowing its colouring from Laffa Kookk or
the Alif Laila our Lailg of the Arabian entertainments, have pictured us in In-
®dia luxuriating in marble baths—

i -— where nothing but the falls

(Of fragrant waters, gushing with cool sound,

From many a jasper fount is heard around,"
it will now be more sobered. Not that T would BiLy there are no such 1]|i_|||_:|..
as marble baths in India, and in European’s houses too; nor that “ fragrant
waters™ are altogether unknown, seeing that 1 have heard of ladies bathing
in rose waler, but that such things, (the latter |n;*11|lu_; mere matter for mirth)
are “ caviare to the general,” and form no charaeteristic of Caleutta life.

The ]::Lf|1i||;’-l'urll1|, hu:r'l.l.'l't'-.'t', without either j:L:-']u-r fount or ['|':|:;1'.L||r

waters, decidedly affords a luxury, a reviviscent luxury, which none but those
who have spent wearisome nights during owr summer, or taken morning exer-
cise in our latitude, can well appreciate, and which luxury even jasper founts
and fragrant waters could hardly enhance. Yet is its importance, over and
above this luxury, as singularly overlooked by many as the nature of its
utility is misunderstood by others,—who, ignorant of the beneficial effects of




the application of cold water to the region of the lunges, and of all that has
been said and sung on the subject of bathing, very probably forego its advan-
tages altogether during the cold weather, and conceive its Hll]:. end to be
that of cleansinge the skin or refreshing the [||11:.1.'_.—t'|:u'.:-:in\:; it, in short, with
a wet towel and a bottle of Soda-water,

“ Now there is nothing, (observes Dr. Js. Johnson,) which steels the
human frame with more certainty against the effects of these [atmospheric
vicissitudes] than the cold bath. We are the very creatures of habit; and,
{'I.II]:H':"I]'.II.'I]l'l."I.', fiabifwafion is the surest |}1'-!l]:'|1}"|ll.{‘li{‘.. The cold bath not
only counteracts the influence of heat by suspending its operation for the
time, but it H:lﬁ'l}' inures us to the sudden illJEJEirutimL of eold, the fruitful
source of so many disorders.—The use of the cold bath, then, should be

regularly and daily persevered in, from the moment we enter the tropics.

Another point on which both mistake and debate have arisen is the
manner of this :1]]-]|L||:||:I|'t:=|m up:‘l'uli.ml.

On this subject there appears to be one rule which, from pretty general
agreement of opinion, may be held as orthodox.—This is that when the body
is exhausied by fatigue, and the animal heat has been expended by profuse
perspiration, the bath, for that time should be avoided ; but many, earrying
this idea to an extreme,—adhering to old ]:l‘m‘j’al:“n‘tﬁ and fearful of experi-
mentalizing, as they deem it, may be seen, when moderately warmed either
by exercise or clothing, waiting till they are © thoroughly cool,”——a precau-

tion which modern medical enlightenment will, I believe, pronounce to be the

precaution of a suicide !
In order to secure this very warmth thus thrown away, it has been for
many vears Dr. Corbyn’s custom (and recommended by him to his patients)

immediately before the cold bath, to bathe (the head exeepted) 1 hot water,

-a practice by which, to quote the * American Jowrnal of Healtl?”®—F¢° the
heat of the system is prevented from escaping, and has rather a tendency to
accumulate, so that, in fact, the living body is, after coming out from this
kind of bath, better prepared to resist cold than before.”™ ltis a practice,
moreover, in keeping with that of the Hydropathisis—of the Russian—Turks,
and North- American Fadigns, who, even from a state of |:-l‘|]t'l1'-'-t" '|:I1.'l‘:"~|_.li.l‘il1-ll.lrl
after sw L::tl':'iil_i{ or hot vapour 1:1'.L1.|3|H.- lJlL'.l:JL.'.'L' into cold water. The custom of
another medical friend here, as it has ;_':1'IIL‘:I".L|].'|' heen of I!I"\-.‘.-'»l.']'F., =18 to :|1l|1t]l
from ;:_'.1|1||:'.:-'»1:.-1' exercises, or the saddle, to the cold bath. Here moderation
bars exhaustion, and no time is allowed for expenditure, whilst the delightful
#low which succeeds, and in our coldest weather—when, I assure you, water

which has stood in j'.u'ﬂ all night falls on the head with no temperate or

gentle shock—the quickly returning warmth, form, to me, a sufficiently
1'[|"-!:III.I';I"_|ri]|_'_: comment on T]!l" l]l':l,!"ti:,‘{",

* Conducted by an association ':lluil;!!_'-"\.i-\.'i:lllh. |"||i|.:'.l'51||.‘|li2'.- 1B323,
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I may here appropriately mention what I believe to be another error in
connection with the bath. Of bathing, as of all very desperate deeds, it
should be said in the words of Macheth, and remembered, that

——— when ‘tis done, then "twere well

It were done quickly” =
and that the benefits derivable from the process are not in proportion to the
extent of time occupied by the operation, but rather in an inverse propor-
tiom. 1|"'|-'.;|rql (lf;ltlwatiml to this Ims, I |}E"|5L"1.'t', led Liuitl_'; i}l."'l':-'l:lljz-‘. to condemn
the bath during the cool weather, as productive of coughs and colds, that, in
:I'l"ELlit:.'.. owed their existence to the chill which tl:'l:'ul'n}; OT UNNECessary pro-
longation, permitted.

The ghosul-khanas, then,—for I trust I have said enough to confer
some importance on them—are generally attached to the house in pairs,-
one being devoted to the ladies—the other to the gentlemen. Indeed,
it may be considered an exception to a general rule if they do not form
rooms within the dwelling itself, and in large houses one may be found at-
tached to Every suit of ilJl:lL‘l]Iu'I:f:i., The floor may Ill'ﬂhéll‘}l}' consigt of mar-
ble, but otherwise of tile, or well beaten and polished mortar work. As
there is a necessity for some portion of dry land in the room, a corner parti-
::1||:I.|'|_'.' devoted to the water is, YOu may observe, enclosed by a little elevation
or wall of afew inches or three feet in height,—the floor of the interior FII.I[.I-
ing off, in one direction, towards an outlet for the water which communicates
with the drain.
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Ilnlvpe*urh'l11l}' of such conveniences as European skill and ingenuity have
provided in the shape of shower-baths,—tin shoes and what not, the bathing
room generally contains a large earthen Gumla,—the Chillumechee, or brass
wash-hand bason, on its iron tripod,—one or two large Jallehs or water jars,
which are filled every morning by the b’hishtee, and three or four smaller
vessels, termed Tilleas or Ghurrds. The latter, which you will acknowledee
to be far from i!lwl{‘;_;.'lr]ll!r' formed, are gcwwru]]}- g0 thin that oanless -‘!’-llppﬂl'h‘d
from beneath, as well as above, when lifted, they have not strength to hold
the weight of water that, when filled, they contain.

The gumlas are chiefly in use for children, or, during the hot weather,
as their form adwits of exposing a large surface of water to the cooling in-
Anence of a (Il‘ml;fhl of air, they may be preferred to the jallahs as :J::il_l,' store
vessels. The ghurras, either ready charged or easily filled from the gumla,
and sufficiently portable to be used by hand, supply the place, where want-
ing, of the shower bath.

I have entered so minutely into the deseriptive of the Ghosul-khanuh
and * all the appurtenances thereunto belonging,” thut the addition of one
other to the many trifles with which I have soucht to interest you, may not
appear out of L::'u-|:-in_'_:_. or more censurable than the rest. It refers to the
cleansing of the hair, an operation to which I suspect more importance is not
attached in any part of the world, than in this country. The poorer natives,
with many of whom, I believe, some of my fair countrywomen woiild wiiliu;_-;lj,'
exchange hair, may be seen scrubbing it at the river side with clay. The
materials used by ourselves are not less primitive or simple. The first is the
|

”r'E'f"-"m—Hl:léip-1-'.'|Jl't. or soap-nut, ['.m‘m'm.ru:f .=rril,u.r1a-i-.r{.i-':'.r{1 which, !huu.;_:h not the
only nut used for the like purpose, is yet the most approved.—The second,
termed Beson—is nothing more than the gram, already spoken of as food for
horses, or, in short, any of the numerous kinds of pulse or grain which are
denominated dif—sround to powder, and with which, applied by handfuls,
the hair iz well rubbed and washed., Itz effect in cleansing and softening is
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very remarkable, but not equal to that produced by the nut, which being
soaked for a few hours, yields, when rubbed, a copious lather, that applied to
the hair, renders it in an extraordinary degree soft and silk-like. Conse-
quent, however, on the danger of this nut extract getting into the eyes, where
it produces much inflammation and smarting, many persons are fearful of its
use, l.h:Hl_Eﬂl a little care m|]:|.' is necessary to avoid the evil,

For other than these purposes, you will not, I presume, suppose that we
discard the use of soap for that of nuts and peas.  Hitherto the English ar-
ticle, at a high price, has almost alone occupied the market, but, as I have

already informed you, we have now a maunfactory for the common kine
which bid fair to rival, if not supersede, the imported commodity. There
is also a Bengalee produce, the best of which is manufactured at Daceas

By

though not very tempting in its odour, it yet has some virtues to re-
commend it to the poor,—cheapness and strength. Add to these the
advantage it affords, like the salt water soap made in England, of being
fit for use in hard or sea water, a matter of no small importance to the men
on board ship during the voyage, who, you will hardly require to be told,
are supplied with fresh water for the purpose of washing their linen, upon
those days on which salad and green peas,—ice and fruit jellies, are servel

1 :_"___' {1 out at their |m.:h!l:-'._.,—ﬂfr.:r‘rr.ﬂ.-ru.-' and Marachelle
i, at their toilets,—which they would themselves
assuredly inform you took place whenever
% the conk was sent ashore upomn the sheet-
anchor to fetch them ' 1 may mention that
the Bason, or hair powder of which 1 have

spoken, also possesses this recommendation
of being serviceable in sca water,—a fact worth
remembering where people have been less
provident than Captain Marryat’s simple hero,
or the Bengalee commodity prove either too
strong for the skin or the olfactory nerves.

Quitting the Ghosul-khanuh, one object,
somewhat connected with it, yet remains for
our attention, but as it is situated in the com-
pound, and noon is advancing, 1 must needs

protect you from a coup de soleil, by the ser-
— . vices of the house-bearer with a chattah,

I have ‘.ﬂrt‘:ulj,' gaid vnuu_n_:.'h to shew you that a ii!lgt' 1|I.IL|.IL[i1}' of water
must be cousumed in India, but my domestic portraiture would be very
imperfect if I omitted to inform you from whence and in what manner we are
supplied. It is probable that, with the new river company in your imagina-
tion, you may suppose our supplies to be traversing, by a myriad of channels,
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the bowels of the earth ; even as in England, where the soil, robbed of many
natural metallic veins, has yet received back thousands of artificial, and which
if allowed to remain as they now are, miight lead the antiquarians, of some
future ages, to conclude that the famous city of London had been built on a
foundation of iron and of lead,—or afford the amateur geologist of the same

period, the supposed discovery of an extraordinary vein of metal.—We in

Caleutta, however, are above such underground proceedings, though how
long we shall remain in so il![h-]u'uliullt a condition I will not attempt to say,
tor of the ** i|L||Jrn'.'L':|11E'JLtH" in our L:il:.,-', to which the l:lrul‘iE.l: of the ]:L1l‘]:.' abal-
ished Caleutta Government Lotteries were devoted, not amongst the least,
was the establishment of water-works, and the opening of connecting aque-
ducts (still i.rl['lilrillil]l.'!l.'::- in CVEery [u'-lm:'ll:l.'il street throughout Calcutta, These,
however, are, 1 believe, only, or at least chiefly, for the purpose of watering
the roads, an operation—how important I need not say—hitherto conducted
with great expense and labour ; whilst the lower orders of natives, coneeiving,
possibly, that Government philanthropically had in view their especial conveni-
ence, have converted them into places of resort for their daily ablutions—to
the provocation of newspaper remonstrances, the offence of public decorum,
and the eyes, more particularly, of new-comers,—for refinement in these mat-
ters becomes strangely blunted by a residence in India.

]I]lil"ll:"l!l:ll.'.‘il'rl_'[.. then, of these ;L:lm'qlur'lﬁ, OUT SOUFCES are rl.lm',.—l he river,
the heavens, the fanks and the wells. The first, Hooghly’s 511--.!.1‘11:]'5:1;_: water,”
as a modern writer calls it, is, in its unrefined Hil:_l.'l"-;llllllg -|:|Ir'|1*_l.', not ft for
drinking ; whilst :llu‘irl:f_r; the I':li'll:q' season, when, being at the least a mixture
of fresh water and wud, it is really the most pure, it is barely fit even for
washing,®* Notwithstanding this, as it is a stream of the * sacred Ganges,” the
generality of the higher classes of Hindoos drink no other: they are therefore
.-n:u|'|]w||rt| to select favourable times, seasons, situations and tides, for procur-
ing it; whilst their poorer countrymen, who may be residing at too great a
distance to carry it themselves, and unable to afford the cost of its purchase,
are glad to use any water, however impure, which is at hand. You would
ll;u't“_'; credit the extent to which this mosi |':':.':|r|;{ evil—the want of drinking
water—exists in Calcutta,—comparatively litule felt by Europeans and the
respectable natives, but upon the poor acting as an oppression and a scourge.

* o A glass of water,” says Teunell, “taken’ out of this river, [the Ganges, | when at its
Ivenght, }i"'l.lh phout ome frird in foaar of mud, Mo wonder, thl.'l1. that the -'-'-ii'hi'IE':E'-C wiaters
ahould r||."||_ kly form a stratwm of earth, or that the delta should encroach on the sea. ™  Sub-
sequent observers, either more sober, or more fortunate, declare this estimate (o be extrava-
gant, and that the guantity of sediment, or solid matter, contained in the water doecs not
cxeeed ) th part of its bulk, or about 2 cubic inches in a cubic foot. The appearance of
the water, as it rushes down upon ** Hooghly's bank,”" might lead the unscientific to an
opinion that the one cstimate was to the other but an extravagant minimum to an extrava-

gant maximum,—but facts and figures are stubborm things.

ng
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Such appears in evidence before an appointed committee of municipal
inquiry, from whose four years of Herculean labours, if Calewtia do not
become a land ﬂuwing with milk and h{:nnrfr._. it should at least be one ﬂnl.'.'in!_;
with pure water, and from its seil, rank corruption and steaming miasma,
with their attendant horrors, fevers, and balf the other ills to which flesh is
heir, for ever banished, and no more known ;—3vobibel alvapg, as the lawyers
have it, that there be sufficient gentlemen in Leadenhall-street who have
worn white jackets, or have a due remembrance of the sweets of a jungle
fever, to give the committee’s recommendations a casting vote.

Rain water, which Dr. Martin, in his Medical Topography of Caleutta,
says, being the purest of the natural waters, ought to be more in use in a
country where it can be so readily obtained, is, accordingly, by many Euro-
peans, laid up in yearly stores in jallahs, or Pegu jars.

To the juvenile new arrivals from England, a row of some score of these
vessels furnishes an immediate key to the only improbability which their
youthful imaginations ever attached to that delightful, wonderful, and
veritable history, y'clept © The forty Thieves,”—a jar large enough to hold
a man '—though not to admif him,

With respect to tank water, the quarter from whence it is obtained deter-
mines whether it be fit for drinking, or for scrubbing the drains. We are
informed on the authority of Dr. Martin, in his Topography, that * owing
to the water of the river being brackish during a great part of the year, and
unfit for general use, the chief supply for all classes of natives, is derived from
tanks, which for the. whole town are about 537 in number, and if properly
constructed, they ought generally to contain wholesome water—that the
natives, however, do not seem anywhere impressed with the importance to
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health of purity in this element, and therefore it is that every where one finds
the tanks in an impure and m_:g_ﬂ.i_:q;tul condition, from the annual accumula-
tion of the vcggﬂ_ntinn guing on at the bottom, so as to render them pro-
gressively shallow, until at length they become the half dried, green and slimy
puddles which so contaminate every portion of the native town,”*

Even amongst the tanks attached to private houses, it is wonderful if one
be found with water fit for drinking ; whilst of the four or five principal pub-
lic tanks in Calcutta, there are but two or three the water of which is esteem-
ed really good. The finest of these, the Lall Diggy, or Red Tank, instead
of being filled, as the generality are, by the rains and drainings of the land, re-
ceives its supply yearly, and at a proper season, by means of the engine at the
works of which 1 have spoken, and through a tunnel leading from the river.
It measures, | illLEighI{!, not less than one hundred }‘ill‘l]-‘:‘ in 1g-|]gth, }_13' seventy
or eighty in breadth,—may be seen from morning till night with a continued
concourse of water-carriers lhrmlgiug its steps, and {Ju{:ull'll;s the centre of
Tank Sguare—the olden locality of the Company’s Fort, and the celebrated
Black Hole.

This square, viewed from the interior of its 8. W. angle, with its lake in
miniature, and sloping green banks,—its walks and its little gardens, (each
corner being so cultivated)—with the handsome Scotch Kirk at the opposite
corner,—the Writers’ Buildings, a fine range of edifices occupying one entire

side of the quadrangle—to the left,—the no less attractive dwellings, with
the elaborate, chaste white and pinched-in spire of the Old Church, some-
what in the rear—to the right,—the whole of this architecture relieved by
the foliage of numerous graceful trees fringing the interior of the balustered
square, really forms a very pleasing little scene,—more particularly at that
hour at which all nature is seen to the best advantage—when

= observant of approaching day,
The meek-eyed morn appears, mother of dews ;
At first faint gleaming in the dappled east,

Till far o'er ether spreads the widening glow :

at which time the glassy surface of the water, reflecting the surrounding ob-
jects, and, chamelion-like, changing its borrowed streaky hues from one end
of nature’s palette to the other, imparts an additional effect to the view.—But
I think you are smiling at iy having bestowed all my powers, and those of
the poet to boot, not upon the gorgeous scenery of the Himalyas, but upon
the picturesque of a reservoir of drinking water ! —% Gracious me ! Two
columns full about a prodigious gooseberry!”—Well, I can only add, that, spite
of the case of charms 1 have endeavoured to make out, the handsome iron
gate, lately erected as an entrance from that side facing the Writers® Buildings,
is, I believe, rusting on its hinges, and the walks are seldom occupied by others

* Report of the Com. en the Fever Hosp. and Municipal Inguiry.
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than the giant crane, and the children, who are sent out of an evening to take
evercise (by sitting listlessly on the grass) and to improve their minds and
their manmers in the cave of their Ayaks or native nurses.

Of the importance of good water in a climate inducing the expenditure of
so great a quantity, too much cannot be said by those who concern themselves
for the public health, but I shall have gaid enough by mentioning that in the
opinion of medical men, one of the principal causes of the extensive sickness
amongst the natives in Caleutta,—to say nothing of what Europeans may sulfer
from inattention to this matter—is bad water. It is not fair, therefore, to judge
of a cold water diet by these poor people ; I mean generally the poor, depressei,
uneducated, listless natives of the lower provinces, who live upon ill-cooked
veretables, and fiery condiments, and slake their thirst, probably, from the
nearest stagnant, half-dried, lukewarm, and unwholesome tank or puddle
which may be at hand.

The immediate object of attention to which I have thus led you such a
round-about is the Well, and wells are to be found in the compounds of half
the houses in Caleutta. Well water, being nothing more than the drainings
of the land, and never pure, is used only for the commonest purposes. The
wells of Calcutta differ materially in their construction from those of Eng-
land. Instead of being bricked, they are formed of separate hoops of earthen-
ware, so shaped as to rest one upon the other. The inner edges being
curved over, present a succession of projecting rims, which form a flight of
steps and afford some chanece of escape to a person accidently falling in.
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We will now, if you please, return into the house, where, being seated,
allow me to direct your attention to an Indian domestic squad. OF the
characters of its members we have as many varying estimates, both oral and
written, as they, probably, were they to turn authors, would give of their
masters, the Europeans ; a diversity of opinion, however, that may be traced
to the usual sources,—difference of rank and station,—of temper and of
habits, and of many accidental causes which you can as well imagine as I
describe.

The Calcutta servants are, chiefly, natives of Bengal, a portion of this
mighty land wherein the class to which the domestics (at least) belong, is
as nearly all authors and all living witnesses, whom I have either met with,
or heard of, agree in representing,—at a very low ebb in morality.—It will
not he NeCessary for me to be more defined than this with reference to class.
—1 feel assured that the * natives of Bengal’® sometimes so collectively and
sweepingly spoken of, will not need either exception, or advocacy, so hum-
ble as mine. I am happy in the acquaintance of a few native gentlemen of
whose friendship and esteem I shall always be proud, and who, together
with many of the rising generation, now educating, springing up, as it were,
from a new soil, are, I trust, caleulated to prove to their country, both “ use-
ful and ornamental.™

From the servants then, without education,—without the inculcation of

any moral code,—accustomed to those listless habits which climate, want
of mental excitement, and the depression consequent on political causes,
operating for ages past, have induced, it would be vain to seek for any large
evidence of principle or spirit, though under circumstances of excitement,
they may occasionally be seen to extraordinary advantage. They are patient,
forbearing, generally speaking grave and quiet in their demeanour, and
I believe that with a proper acquaintance with their language, a determined
and consistent strictness, short of personal violence, as erroneously or heed-
regular payment of

lessly resorted to by some, as ingloriously by others,
wages, and careful administration of justice in the various little disputes
and grievances arising amongst themselves, and that are most probably sub-
mitted to their masters, as © of the bench” for adjustment,—much way be
done towards gaining their respect, attention, and even attachment. 1 have
heard instances of their following their masters on foot, and coming in after
a journey of six or seven hundred miles with cheerfulness. In one of these
instances, following the same lord and mistress (upon whom indeed it re-
flects much honor) was an aged female domestic :—in the words of Chaucer,

u 8o eld she wag, that she ne went

A foote, but it were by potent,”
and who, declining the use of the bullock carriages, which she said only
made her bones ache, actually performed nearly the whole of the journey
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from ELL'I.‘.'Tl'l]IJl:I-]' tin Lzlhﬂl'l.*, from Lahore to :'I-I1|5~'Hﬂl:l'|'i.l"__. thence to Gwa
and finally to Caleutta, on fool !

Amidst, however, so vast a variety of people, whom fortune or misfortune,
adventure or trade, servitude or erime, may have severed from their native
soil in all parts of this vast country, or this vast land and its many countries,
and thrown into the city as a common centre, you will readily suppose that
there exists a jn'nlmrtimulj e 1.'.'l1"|!"1'!|' in character and worth. You will
as readily believe that a city, ever the arena of vice and dishonesty, is not
only the least advantageous to the morals and education of the lower order
of its lr:leLlJiT.’LuTﬂ, but to the estimate which observers who may not have
particularly studied Miss Martinean, will form of the people at large : her
many of those prejudices and errors in regard to the people of India, which
are 8o injurious to a kindly state of feeling generally betwixt them and
Europeans, and to a just discrimination and separation of the evil from the

good which *

peradventure may be found™ amongst the domestics, or their
qualities. I have spoken, however, of diversity of opinion ;—a case will best
illustrate this.

Let us suppose an old and independent resident,—his health best, if not
alone preserved by a warm climate,—long habituated to a troop of atten-
dants,—taught on his arrival, and accustomed to obey, an unwritten but
thi]l‘ull_l_l:h]:.' understood law, which saith— Thou shalt do nothing for thyself
which thy servant can do for thee,”—having, in fact, resided over long in
the camp of Darius, and acquired a natural fondness for eastern pomp, ser-
vility and quietude ; forming, or influenced in his estimate of the people’s
worth, not by their integrity but by the degree in which their services con-
duce to this envied state of ease and feudal dignity ; never having need to
study either their expense or individual industry, which will not appear to be
lacking in the presence, and from the numbers to share it is never very
largely drawn upon,—such an individual is not likely, unless a man of ~-:~1-;=
observing mind, to view otherwise than favourably the reverential and sub-
missive Asiatic attendants, who he will probably declare to be “the finest
servants in the world.””—These, on the other hand, with high and regularly
paid wages; with full opportunity for the acquisition of * perquisites,” and
with very little to do, will of course do their best to set that little off to ad-
vantage, .-Ill._'l.1.'.'!}':| ]um't‘u'r, from attendance on the master, or put in the
slightest degree out of the usual way, none can be seen more independent
and careless. They will do nothing which is not * s0 nominated in the bond,**
and to which many Europeans, unless acting from motives of private policy,
are good-natured or weak enough to yield. I have generally observed far
more neglect of strangers, or visitors, and sometimes worse attendance in the
houses of the higher classes than in humbler dwellings,




The individual of more circumscribed means has te look somewhat closer,
and through a less golden medium than his wealthy neighbour. He is brought
into immediate collision both with the servants and the people generally, and
then it is that the great gulf between master and man in India becomes
apparent. Participation of interest or feeling cannot be expected. Dissimilar
faiths and diametrically opposed habits and customs, even amongst equals,
who, with few exceptions, neither eat nor drink together, and lack, consequent-
ly, one of the grand sources of sociality and good feeling, are sufficiently
inimical to any such participation : how much more, therefore, where servitude
is the only connecting bond.* —Whether rich or poor, the Europeans are re-
garded as birds of passage : the domestic in India, therefore, can never, as in
England, look upon himself as in a place of permanency,—as forming part
and portion of the family—domiciled for his old age,

possessing, as it were,
for his own, and probably childrens’ sake, an actual interest, a fee simple, in
the very soil.

Although 1 feel assured that the mass of Europeans arrive in the country
most favorably disposed towards their * brethren of the sun,” there appear
no means or appliances, save the enlightening and all charity-breathing spirit
of Christianity (where its riches are fairly drawn upon) to foster and encour-
age the disposition, and so it commonly follows in a short time that those
who on their arrival had entered their protests against the severe opinions—
careless demeanour, and harsh language of their friends, themselves merge
into the indifferent, the careless, and severe.

The want of principle so unhappily prevailing amongst the very class with
whom Europeans in Caleutta have the most dealings, strikes at one of the
most vital points in a man’s affections. Indifference to masters’ interests,
hugut.«;, of COUrse, indifference to servants® fﬂt‘lillla;-i-, and their want of H[]i:-ir
and energy seems further, too often, to bEgl:L the iJ[lillitrJl that they have no
feelings to hurt, Ignorance of their langnage bars appealing to, or correcting
them in a proper manner, and thus it follows that their fears or self-interest
are .l;u|}|_:u$l,:{|, and, in many cases, too l.]'ul:.', to be their u|||3,' assatlable 11.;.i-|”-.-,.
The feelings thus engendered toward the servants extend themselves to the
people at large.

With persons of violent tempers—insufferable pride, and sweeping pre-
judices—maladies incurable, and as common to the frozen north as to the
burning east, it can only be said—you cannot * gather figs from thorns, nm
grapes from thistles.” To the impetuous may be added the juvenile, and too
often, 1::r|r.-f.L't|_'LL:':I:L|:.'_., the inconsiderate, of whom, arriving in the country al
the ages of sixteen and seventeen, no small number go towards the formation,

* ¥ Hindoos who would liberalize, are generally stopped on the threshold of their approximation to
Europeans by the matter of habits, more particularly as respects social meetings at meal times, the
time at which Englishmen * come out of their shell” with most case and elfet,

Fd, Cal, Sfar, Jan, 146k, 1845,
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immediately and ultimately, of Indian society. With hot blood in their
veins—Ilittle judgment in their heads, and spirits above boiling point, sobriety
or circumspection of behaviour would be milksopism in their vocabulary : any
tricks, inconsistencies or indignities, are of no consequence to the *“ black fel-
lows,™ who, in accordance prul}u];]}r with the imbibed notions of our young
Englishers, are regarded, without discrimination, as rogues, thieves, and
pusillanimous cowards, undeserving either of consideration or respect. The
mildness of demeanour, perfectly natural to the Bengal oriental, whatever his
principles be, is neither appreciated nor understood, but rather furnishes theme
fur {'|:|r11,¢.:||111I.

On the other hand, the very griffinage* of many kind-hearted persons is evi-
tdenced by some attempted demonstrations of kindness coneeivable only in an
English brain, or of that unrestrained demeanour which they have been accus-
tomed to shew towards domestics at home.——There the spirit of Benevolence
need fear no mortification by the rejection of her offerings and her sacrifices ;—
here, where superstition, fatality, priesteraft and idolatry live and reign in al-
most the zenith of their [1-:':}::.[”*!":!:,' and their lJIJ'ﬂ.‘!,‘I'J—'I.‘."ZIL‘l‘l'! our griffing cannot
acci-
dentally touch an article of his cooking paraphernalin—lay finger on his hookea,

approach even a menial who may be cooking—offer his child a fruit

or put foot within the threshold of his mud hut, without having imparted
pollution ;—where amongst the most heinous sins of ill-breeding is that of ask-
ing a man after the welfare of his wife and sisters—and to admire and com-
pliment his infant is to plant vpon it ““an evil eye,”—or if in merey
and in kindness they offer medicine to the sick it is probably refused from
their hands or their vessel—one might detail a catalogue of their errors and
mishaps to exceed even those of the ¢ Blunderer’ of Theophrastus.

Turn which way they will they are checked in every attempt to do the
polite or the social : their endeavours to render any little attention or acts
of consideration might be compared to a child’s industrious exertions with

(11

shawl, pillows and sweetmeats, to “ make pussy comfortable.”

Now these little things are neither u:._;a'n:‘.e';ah]u nor Hl,!']f-ﬁ[ttu"l."itl_l_[., and slahp
of - some p._:rs.un’sa !nliilnﬁuplu}', act as so many rebuffs and annoyances: the
consequence is that the European, in self-defencg, wraps himself in a cloak
of di_-_;uil'lu'l reserve, and holds a respectful distance for the future.

In short, persons from Europe must submit themselves to an entirely
new course of education, and must acquire a familiarity with oriental man-
ners, customs, prejudices and minds, ere they can understand or appreciate
the people,—draw out, as it were, the good which is in them, or form the
slightest correspondence of sympathy or fecling 3 even as Van Amburgh has
;_j;i'llll'd his influence and power over the beasts of the -I']L‘!'-'L']'T_.. and like a

* o Grifinage is the isthmus of a middle state between I't:llgll*_.ll. and Indian life. It is the second
infancy, ns it were, of all who quit the ©tight little island" for the fervid shores of Ind. It partakes,

accordingly, of much of the helplessness, artlessncss and credulity of nataral childhood.™
Dg, Joux Grast's Y Grirrix.'
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second Daniel can make a den his couch, and a lion his 11i'|ll}1.1.'1. To this end
—not couching with lions, but forming an acquaintance with the people—

the first step—I might almost say the only one needed—is a knowledge of
theirlanguage—the power of speaking fo them. * One great means (says Shore,
in his invaluable ¢ Notes on fndian Affairs) of gaining the respect of the na-
tives, is to speak their language with propriety, that is, without vulgarisms,

ly seems

and in the tone and idiom used by their own gentry.”” The rest rea
to follow of itself. I have ever observed that in proportion to the extent of this
acquirement there has been evidenced a degree of respect upon the one hand,
and of good will upon the other. It may be that the willingness to acquire
their language argues the pre-existence of the good will,—but I think novelty,
to say nothing of some persons’ natural powers for acquiring languagres, has
the greater share. I believe that unless people are at the pains of paying
attention to it immediately on their arrival they will never, to any useful
degree, do it afterwards.

Be this as it Ay ; [ know of nothing which is [Jrruhwli-.'u of more mis-
chief and misapprehension than the neglect of it. It is really surprising and
humiliating to observe the ridiculous blunders into which MAny Persons are
continually led by their carelessness in this matter. It is not alone their igno-
rance of the tongue, which is natural and pardonable, but the apparent insen
sibility of the fact. This, added to the illil){'tlilﬁsi[}' go often frothing from out
the greater energy of the northern character, and more l}:u'iiru'l;:rl-:, excited by
the want of power to give expression to thoughts, will often, in the case of
the servants, frighten the more timid Asiatic from his master’s roof,

Comparatively, very few persons trouble themselves to acquire more of
the language than is sufficient for the commonest colloguial interchange.

gender masculine,—adjective super-

The first person plural,—tense presen,
fative, and mood imperative, with a very limited '.'lu‘.;thal]:l|'}' of nouns and
verbs, are thought to be all the modifications and extent of matter necessary
for the Calentta lingunal eurrency.

The sailor, having acquired sufficient to eall for a boat and a glass of
grog, and to send a man to perdition with a grace, declares it is the * easiest

lingo in the world—he learn’d it in a fortnight !**

and certainly one would
imagine that there were some who took for granted, that a note* to be found
at the foot of a page in a late work on India, observing how small a travel
ling stock will serve on an emergency, was intended as a set formula of all that
Wis necessary in the l::r]_:;ﬂ:t;:i_', for the purpose of ]iriug in the country.

I have met with persons who, after residing in India for twelve years, were
unable to ask even for *a glass of water’ ; and there are others who, with an

& 1l A yery few words will saffice to carry a Ik traveller over India. Oolew (lift up], jefdie fom
(quickly go), pinnokee pannee lon (drinking water bring) ; and in answer to all questions, dustoor ca
maffie (do secerding to custom)."

Miss E. Rogrrra. Vol ]--‘u;,rpr' g,
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irritability of impotency, are unable to express the slightest expostulation
without interlarding their address with abuse—unfitting the precincts of Bal-
lingsgate, and disgraceful to any calling themselves genflemen. That the
sounds are foreign, is the only explanation which ean be offered for this im-
propriety on the part of persons who are unknown similarly to forget them-
selves in their own language.

—

—

The consequences often ensuing upon this state of things may be con-

———
T

ceived.” Orders are given, or reproof attempted, and possibly uniderstood,—
but it is equally probable that the tones of voice have led to some such mis-
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conception as followed Cook’s illustrations of the passions. The servant
perhaps replies—explains, or defends,—but all is lost ;—that which 1s not

understood is, of course, not worth listening to, or if justification be even
accomplished, there is yet wanting the * goft word which turneth away

-
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wrath’ to shew that a sense of propriety, and not a spirit of petulence, had

T

been aggrieved.
It is amusing to listen to persons whose knowledge of the language you

may happen to know is much at a discount, and who, having had some morti- :
fving failure of a commission, or disagreement with a servant, assure you

R

how  particularly” they explained to him their wishes ; and in proof that he

¢ cannot understand his own language,” detail you in very choice English an

address which, when verbally rendered from the original, was probably wrapt
in some disjointed flourish, that, perpetrated in England by any poor
Frenchman, would have set a whole parish of little boys in a roar.—Such is
about the degree of proficiency to which two thirds of the Europeans living
‘n Calcutta attain in Hindoostanee, and which, like Lover’s scholastic hero in
search of the gridiron, many appear to consider all that is necessary.

The obstacles to an acquirement of the language in Calcutta are nume-
rons. Many of the servants in the houses of the opulent speak English,—
one of the least desirable accomplishments in an Indian servant conceivable ;
master and mistress are then seldom at the pains of forming any acquaintance

with the native tongue, and are open to the most fertile source of deception
and roguery, by being placed entirely at the mercy of their accomplished ser-

vants in all domestic transactions,

A second and far more serions impediment lies in the fact of the native
clerks, or Sircars—essential and indispensable aids attached to every office,
ereat or small, government or mercantile—all speaking and writing English :
thus any necessity for other than English in matters of business, is, generally
speaking, dispensed with.

| Another obstacle is that instead of one we have fwo native languages in
Caleuttn,— Bengalee and Hindoostinee. The first—peculiar to the Hindoos of
Bengal, is considered an 1|]L3L~lu‘-:|:1vt1t language, though, like other of the ver-
naculars, it has borrowed largely from, and has been long amalgamating with, a
perfect and original language, the ancient and far-famed Sunskrit, the Brah-
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minical classie, venerated and adored of the Hindooa (who aseribe to its very
*

charaeter a Divine origin) ; the repository of their sacred writ-
W ings, their civil and religious laws, their great poetical and

philosophical works ;—“a language (in the words of Sir W.
Jones) of wonderful structure; more perfect than the Greek, more copious
than the Latin, and more exquisitely refined than either.,” The Bengalee,
which has character, though little or no liter-
ature, entirely its own, is but little understood or
® spoken by Europeans, save in the missionary and
government services. Persons, however, whose avocations are mechani-
cal,—having under them native workmen (who are almost exclusively
Hindoos) and, in short, all who desire to communicate with the poor—the
“ children of the soil”"—tillers of the land—would find their advantage in
1:.‘[_'.,'i,'|!\l_f chiefl attention to this ]:|.|1.=_;:|:|,_-_;{1_ The ﬂq'i'ial:ni, _r'”ﬁ.-i:nl"uu.ﬂ'um’r.' i}}' S0me
writers termed the Moors, but properly, Oordoo, is a compound, principally
derived from the Arabic and Persian.

1. L

=y,
It generally uses the character of W u “}}
the first in printing, and that of 4 —

the second for writing,—is peculiar to the Moosulmin population, but

3y
* understood and spoken by nearly all
/J/L : } d o classes, Hindoo, Moosulmin, and
u g -~ / Christian, in communication with
*: each other throughout Indix.

By a late and much approved regulation of government, the Persian lan-
guage, hitherto alone used in all the courts of law having the same relation
to the people of this country which the old Norman French had to the people

of England, and therefore little understood—has been abolished,
and in its place the local languages—DBengalee in Bengal,

and Qordoo. and Hindee—(for there is yet a third, supposed

X * by Sir William Jones to have been primeval in upper India,

and now in use amongest the Hindoos of the upper p‘.'m':'uu_'v:a'] in Hindoostan,
have been substituted.

Thus, then, in Caleuntta, a ]:l.r:_;l_‘ !_II:H.'LL-ZF‘.I. of those with whom .I-'-'JIEL'IJ[:IL‘iLII::'-i
on their arrival hold communication, are speaking a language so far foreign
to them that it is not their swn., Of the remainder, too limited a number are
natives of those parts of Hindoostan where the OQordoo is C1i-J'L'LrIL.“.|:_‘.' H!?i.l:\'.l'."lfl, Lo
have much influence in amending the general stock ; whilst the old resident

Europeans, and even persons born in the country, who have not been under the
necessity of Hmi:l-il”}; the 1;mgungn? and whose assistance new arrivals natu-
rally s.[.-v.:l{, have probably gained their whole acquirements from not even the
best of the two imperfect sources I have named. You may, therefore, con-
ceive the issue of such a combination to be a very imperfect jumble, and such

the Hindvostanee, as commonly spoken in Calcutta, certainly is. There is a
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little of everything, and that everything cruelly mangled. The native will
murder the vernacular, partly in ignorance, and partly in order that the
European may be able to understand him, and the European, in like way,
considers it necessary to return the obligation, by a complimentary outrage on
the purity of his mother English. Thus in words for which it has not been
deemed necessary to draw on the Hindoostanee vocabulary, or for which it
does not furnish. corresponding terms, we have Kettle-ee for Kettle,—
Counsel-ee for Counsel,—Ee-stew for Stew,—Mafkin for Muffin,—Ispin for
Sponge,—Peolen for Pudding, and such like, all supposed to be perfectly
correct when master himself so pronounces them !

But I have, I fear, become unbearably wearisome. 1 had really no

intention when I commenced this subject, so long to occupy your attention
with my garrulity. It was not either my purpose or my province, perhaps, to
have said so much, for I do not aim at rendering you independent of the many
interesting works which have been written upon these matters by persons—
whether favoured by nature or opportunity—Dbetter qualified than myself for
dissertation and preaching. For a more extended view, and embracing not only
the more fashionable routine UrIrllil-iilllIIIJI!'L'I.":-'\.HLZH_, but of Indian life ;_f:’.tlt'r.'l“:l.',
from the Himalayah mountains, to the bawurchee-khanah door in Caleutta, 1
refer vou to—as one work amongst several—the very interesting © Scenes and
Characteristics of Hindoostan’ by Miss Emma Roberts,—a lady and a poet,—
one whose mind and disposition alike appeared to qualify her for the obsery

ance of all that was interesting around her in nature—art—men amd manners.

With this tiresome prelude to the domestics 1 beg to introduce them
to your notice seriatim.

The first is the Knavsamax® or head Moosulman servant. Khansaman-
ship, like Malvolio’s greatness, cometh in three wise: some are bore khan-
samans,—some achieve khansamanship, and others have khansamanship
thrust npon them. By the first I mean those ::ul'i;:-luﬂ'.l'rl.' t‘l]:_[:L]_fl‘tl in that capa-
city ;—by the second, those who from smart khidmutgars, or table servants,
have been raised to the office and its 1_':1:|.|'.‘u1|1|.*|tl=.a_: and l]:.' the last, such
khidmutgars, as, serving in houses where no real khansaman is kept,

become complimentarily so dubbed by their fellow-servants.
The Khansaman enacts the part of butler * with variations.” He gene-
]';il]_'r has the entire controul of the under kitchen servants, who are most

probably guaranteed for, and selected by, himself, and he is responsible for

ull losses or breakage of the goods and chattels pertaining to his office. He is
:;‘.|lJ|m:-'.i_=:l to be master of the l,'l]]llrlill';l.' art, and to be skilled in all the 1:1}’:-‘-[1'1'51‘:—;
and formula of the table, from a bachelor’s mutton-chop to a tournament
I;'-:.'l.:i.i, s u.'!_'ll in 1.]u,,' Eu':r".'-lz-i-l-.m anil L:]I.l:it‘l."_. as 1n the ::nl.ﬁ-.-llt_:_l,' and tlir-t]r]:t_l.'.

# it & poor or only a middling rich man—one of
stablishoent ot all.  He is o loxury for but the rich.”'—Calentta ar It fo.

. . EEa s Lol
he happy juste milken '—haz no business to

bave this functiogary upon his




r-a-;"" 3 The wares of a Khansaman wvary
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A from 8 to as high as 25 Rs. per month.

T} ==t} ] You may [Il']'l]-il'l:l‘*-'\. i1L1i1;:1||t: that iof

facilities for roguery rest with one servant
more than another, this must be the man,
or, where he is wanting, the khidmutgar,
who not only-catérs for the daily neces-
saries, but has, occasionally, the purchas-
ing of monthly or other stores for domes-
tic use.

Not content with the * dustoo-

" (from dustoor, cusiom) whith,

res
according to a practice in the bazar,

II.‘S i return Hjl S Iy 1]i.l'1.' |:_|'|1-'Il ;II:I

each roopee) npon all ready money

H .||r||;|, “'hi[']l l!lliH 1T EHJl'I:l'."IfH'., |]|.'
will return the account with an addi-
; tion,—a ¢ small profit’” of from six
to twenty-five per cent.—as the means, carelessness, helplessness, or gullibili-
ty of his l"ln]:u]ll].'L‘T will admit.

You possibly ask, why we entrust servants, why not market for our-
delves? for although one class of society may, by its position and means, be
placed above all necessity for such care, a great portion must yet remain,
who, if in England, would be more dependent on themselves.

-\.L rL""-'l' ]."J||.|.'|.|E]|.':|.||5i il.l:l..'l-: l'l."l"l:l;lllj'_;, !H," =i | i!l tt]f_" t'|']l|_'|_'|_{l_"=:| hl.'l‘. T 5_1'-||“|'|]I:| not
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be warranted in saying € it is the custom ;’ for despite the stir which the

opening of a new bazar occasioned some time back, when people of all ranks

and degrees might have been seen commingling in its labyrinths, the novelty
of the t,him_; goon wore off and matters found their level :I_:_:ilill. ven stran-
zers who, when in England, would have been attracted by any illustrated
works upon oriental horticulture, as children by a raree-show, and have
lml[rucl over their contents with the lfl.L'l‘i:u'.'.-i!. rm'iu:—:h.:.,' and interest, are con-
tent upon their arrival to see the actual produce of the soil, as chance may
place it, on the meal table. There is, indeed, little in the appearance of the
Calcutta provision marts to effract any one ; and I imagine that whilst they,
and the habits and systems (I will even add personal appearance) of their
occupants remain unaltered, few BEuropeans will be found attending there
either for 1:]:';|.~.1Lr1~ or thrift.

As to thrift, it would in most cases be to little purpose that they did,
for without a very tolerable acquaintance with the language,—without a fami-
liar |-l|1fl'|'l-'|ﬁ‘1l:'_:l‘ of the reneral, but 1_'1'-.‘|'-i.'|.|'!."u:|:._7,, market En'ir:'?-, without as
well a native’s stock of bargaining patience, as his cunning to meet the
probable stratagems of the servant, and the ready connivance of the bazar-
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man, and without a familiarity with the bazar methods of dealing, which are
the very antipodes of every thing that is straightforward and honest, a man
may as well stop at home, and if he must lose his money, at least save his
Lime.

It seems the custom in all the markets, to ask about fifty per cent. above
the price intended to be taken, and the system, consequently, appears to be,
in answer to ridiculous demands, to make ridiculous offers, and so, by talking
and bargaining, arrive midway at something of a fair valuation.

To these obstacles may be added, in numerous cases, pride, and lastly,
though perhaps paramount, those referrible mediately or immediately to
¢limate, of which habits and customs are but the offspring, and a progeny
more prejudicial to economy I cannot imagine to exist in any other country
in the world.*

There are four months of excessive rain,—five or six of distressing heat,
—the conveyance, save with the opulent, is needed for business, and a walk
is opposed as well after about six o’clock by a blazing sun, from whose beams
some people fly as though each ray were a poisoned shaft, as by that lassi-
tude and disinclination to activity, when not combatted with, which season,
—a tropical city life, and sunicidal late hours, are so calculated to create.

Whilst, then, there isa servant in the house to whom this duty pertains,
some shun the trouble—some the cost of time, and others hope they keep a
sufficient check, or are, at least, not much cheated.

In short, the whole system of economy and of profit upon which most
Europeans appear to act in India, is that of the wholesale,—a care of the
pounds but none of the pence, “as poor Richard would say”—and, indeed,
such an observation of the old gentleman’s might be taken very literally in
Calcutta.

[ have often thought it a matter worthy of regret that the only, com-
monly, current silver eoin in the country, should not be one of less value than
the present. Although double the value, the Roopee is held in parallel
estimation with the shilling in England ; no matter whether in the purchase
of some indefinitely valued trifle, or as guerdon for some small service done,
it seemns the least thing expected,—the number, rather than the value of the
coin appearing to be considered. When once changed, moreover, it is for
a quantity of unclean little copper coins (64 pice) respecting which the only
care appears to be how best to get rid of them: with all but the Padar
(money changer) and the servants, the worth of a coin seems to vanish with
the silver.

The E. I. Company’s Roopee (valued sometimes below, rarely above, two
Ehi"i,ug!-i:i is divided into sixteen Annas—the anna into four Pice, and the pice
into three Pie : the lutter, though 1 have cerlainly seen such a curiosity {and

* We become in Indin perfect creatures of habit, and the lopger we sejourn there, the more we
D, Spry's S Modern- India.™

gel trammelled.




made a sketch of it for your edification) may now be considered an imaginary
coin.* Here, in practice at least, we stop, and you will think at a sufficiently
low I}uml__ but the natives, leaving us at a far elevation, seem to aim at infinite
divisibility. By aid of kowrees they divide the anna into 5 puns—the pun into
20 gundas, and the gunda into 4 kowrees,t the latter being the little shell
known by children at home as the dlackamoor’s footh or catl’s back, one hun-
dred of which, according to the calculation just made, amount to one pice.

Now, though we have not only the three coins I have named, videlicet—
the Roopee, pice and pie, but silver pieces of the value of eight annas, or
half Roopee, fouwr annas, and even fwo annasz, they are comparafively so sel-
dom obtained but when enquired for or boughi, that the Roopee and Pice are
left the principal oceupants of the field.

The evil, however, lies less in the absence of small coins than in the
conventional equivalency which long established usage and familiarity have
conferred upon the Hl]-;rl::'r, in the minds of ]-':Ilf_{”&lh E]L:[]E}]L", for a coin of
]il;hll.':' '|':|.|'||l{'.
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* 4 The reason,”’ says the Editor of the ¢ Friend of India,” of the disappearance of this coin, * was
that it did not correspond with the system of pecuniary transactions and of secounts which prevails in
the country.” The able writer of this article then states in his advocacy of the poor, upon whom a

f The value of these kowrees is subject to fluctuation.
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T'o conelude the subject of marketings.—1I have probably said enough to
shew that few but those who, whether * to the manner born™ or bred, -pos-
sess u fuir knowledze of the languare and costoms of the country, and with

whose particul

i humour the task may harmonize, can hope to effect any good
in the way of economy, by attending the Bazar.

Placed, then, at the mercy of the servants, you may feel inclined to
enquire whether, upon occasions of detection, the offender is indignantly and
reproachfully appealed to, lectured, or discharged.——Not a bit of it. The sys-
tem almost universal throughout Caleutta, and you will ||il|'|.='=}' credit it,—is,
with as little expenditure of temper as possible, deliberately to * cut™ from
the prices rendered in the account whatever may appear to the mistress,

whether from actual information or not, exorbitantly charged. The reduction is,

few L"-.I'l'}il'|-il.lllr-. 1iui.4.‘.tl}' anil E'Il.lii.['!"l'n' submitted to,—1 here :!;I|:-:'ill';.llf_f to be

as little fear about sguaring matters on the one side, as of having cut a pice

uch YR the other.

Having said so much respecting Bazars, it iy be well to enlighten you
a little in respect of their nature. To illustrate them would require the orient
pencil of a Harvey, with the skill and humour of a Cruikshanks ; for [ imagine
1

a more multifarious collection of people than may be met with in the
Caleutta markets, could hardly be seen in any one other spot on the surface
of the earth.

For meat, fish, vegetables and _f_';l'ui.n_ we have !'i:ll:l:'pn;‘l:[]vut':].' of IFIEAI Y
frequented exclusively by natives), two principal markets,—* Jackson’s" and
the * Tiretta ;** the former, built by a Dr. Jackson, being the new market
already alluded to.

(Grain, though met with nearly every where, is more commonly sought
for at the Haoutkola mart, situated on the banks of the river, and to which part
of it, being just above the shipping, the hay, straw and grain boats, in their
appearance resembling floating hay-ricks, bring down their periodic stores
from all parts of the country.

The wood markets are (*];i:*ﬁ}' to be found on the banks of the canal
skirting the eastern boundary of Calcutta,—communicating with the Salt-
water Lakes, and through them with the Soonderbunds,—a vast tract of wild,
woody, swampy, 1-':L-é._'|'1-,' lowland, intersected by * a |.;|h_l.1"|n:t|.] of streams and

creeks” forming the mouths of the Ganges River,—the land being *“ overgrown

Iy Of KOWrces bl of Inbe

nflicted savere i

wonvenience, that he hins been assured * Gorernment

conld scarcely bestow a preater boon on the COUntry than to issue & coin |'|1|I:1] in valae to the 4th

instead of the 3ed of a §

, and another equal to ene half,” which * would produce a saving to the
poor in their contracted, but still, to them, important deslings, to o degree worthy the aitention of a
wise and benizuant Government,” and offer the further advantage of ** assimilating the system of nakive

amd Europesan accounts.’”
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with thick forests, whence Caleutta is supplied with wood for firing and for
the building of boats.”#

The wood is hewn into rough faggots and sold by weight, at the rate of
from four to five maunds for the Roopee.

The China Bazar—why so called I know not, uiless China were a term
BYNONYINOUS with universal—is a long narrow street, inhabited on either side
by Bengalee salesmen, forming the most miscellaneous depit n the whole
country. Bedding, clothing, hosiery, mercery, stationery, hatting, China, glass,
and hardware ; wines, provisions, furniture, boo

<8 and oilman’s stores, may be
found there; in !-hLJL'l, I nead u5||"{ refer you to the auection-sale :':Ltnha;_{uv
title-page, as guide or hand-book, for as very few of these bazar people receive
any stores direct from Kurope, but are all constant attendants at the outeries,
their depositories may, to a considerable extent, be regarded as second-hand
auctions.

But for erienfal traffic, oriental tongues, and ® Oriental heads,” commend
me to the Buwrra Bazar, a mart tailed on to the north end of the China
Bazar,} and occupied or visited by merchants and travellers from all parts of
the East: from the SNOWY range of the I.J.i.ltlill.{'}'q'ﬂl?*. north-westward to the
very shores of the Caspian and Mediterranean,—southward from the scorching
sands of Arabia Deserta to L'iLl::: Comorin, and eastward to the -"I-l'ifmih'hi!l:'
and the Celestial Empire.

Few Europeans, I believe, have ever taken the trouble of exploring the
inmost recesses of the Babel-like regions of the Burra Bazar. Indeed a per-
500 :11';5_:ht walk through it, -and, from the singular manner in which the build-
ings are constructed, remain unconscious that the chief or most important part
of the traffic existed above his head—a whole FaAngEe of little offices or apart-
ments occupying a second floor, to which, possibly, but one or two narrow,
dark, break-neck passages are to be found as entrances.

Here, above and below, Ay be seen l:'ll‘jL‘I'-':':..-i of roleonda and Bundel-
kund,—the shawls of Cashmere,—the broad-cloths of England,—silks of
Moorshedabad and Benares,—muslins of Dacca,—calicoes, ginghams, chintzes
and beads of Coromandel,—furs, fruits, and gums of Caubool,—silk fabrics

and broeade of Persia,—* spicery and myrrh®® and frankineense from Ceylon,
the sEt':L:l.' Islands, and Arabia,—shells from the eastern coast and Straits,—

iron-ware and cutlery in abundance, as well from Europe as Monghyr,

coffee,
drugs, dried fruits, and sweetmeats from Arabia and Turkey,—ecow’s tails from
Thihet. and i*.'crr} from (,'r:.'hl:l ; o great l]::lI'T-II]I] of these, and other such art icles,
being either sold or brought by natives of the countries from whence they are

obtained, and who, together with visitors, travellers and begzars, form a diver-

* Murray. + The maund (or mun ) of Bengal containg 40 Seers, averaging 80lbs. avoirdupois.
* The north end of the Chinn Bazar being ocenpied chiefly by up-country pecple, or foreigners to
Bengal, 1 take the liberty to consider as forming part of the Burra Bazar.




sified group of Persians, Arab Jews, Marwarrees, Armenians, Mundrazeces,
Cashmeerees, Malabars, Goojratees, Goorkhas, Affchans, Seiks, Turks,

: s ) . . :
Parsecs, Chinese, Burmese and Bengalees.

Bevond the Bazars I have n:|,1||1'|'l:| I know of-none other worth vour no-
tice, but in quitting them will take the opportumty l.-:l'i.nf-nrlnll;.-.-; you by what

IEAIS ;}.]l|'|'h,‘|_fl-\.l,:ﬂ,| therein made, reach their destination : for h‘r.' that lmH!'u'lr:u—
religious system nl';ltLHl..[I:-_!_[H which characterizes the fabrie, not alone of Hindoo
life, but, by :iLH:Ih:__::L]l'I:ﬂ-II.II]._ of Moosulmén also, and !-jl_'l’_"l_l,l_'il];_l!' to all classes,
without fear of innovation, the employment to which, either by caste or
education, they were intended, none but Motiyas, or porters, will carry any
parcel which may be too bulky for the hands; the servants, generally, not
even taking so much into consideration, but, if left to themselves, will, as a
perfect matter of course, hire a porter for the merest trifle which may have
been purchased, and return home, themselves, empty-handed.

The Basket-ware of the country, accordingly, is of that kind adapted
only for being borne upon the head ; and upon the head, I should state, is
the only manner in which a Motiya, whether by force of custom, or of * caste,™
would ever dream of ._-;|:-1-_-.-i:|1-_: his load. .'al.lhuu:l__:h it were even demonstrated
to him that another method would be easier.

The Motiyas, however, are not people of any particular class, caste, or
creed,but a collection of poor men from all parts of Bengal, who, whether pro-
fessionally porters, having no other calling, or peasants in time of dearth, or
other distress oft attending an agricultural life, take this means of seeking =
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livelihood in Calentta. The latter people, possibly, having, after some months,
i::]'.‘ipt“'dl a dozen or fifteen Roopees tu;_;vt'm*r{., return to their I:';J.Ju':li.i:.-s—]m:.' their
rents—prepare their little plots of ground against the next season, and which
perhaps in like way they again leave to the care of their wives or children,
whilst they, once more, try their fortunes in the city.

|I' E =
e Jl'ni: “"-.i.- 1

}.Iuii}';:s |':q;||' coolies) are v::ﬂEJ'.iu'_,'l'd not alone for conveying loads but for
any litt

e domestic labour which may not interfere with their religious preju-
dices ; and as their services are to be procured at a very trifling remunera
tion (about 4 RtILJ[JL‘c‘.‘j l1|_'r||mz|1h": H‘II.‘:.' form a very nseful ]?rlL|j' of ElL-ugr]:'.
Upon occasion of moving house, it s, in general, but necessary for a ser-
vant to step outside the gate, for a few moments, to gather a body of then
sufficiently numerous to carry away the whole premises.

In addition to coolies—to whose honesty and fears we cannot always
trust, and who, from the number required upon such occasions, become both
inconvenient and expensive—we have carts, which for roughness, simpli-
city, awkwardness and noisiness, I would match against any carts in the
world. ']‘Ju::.-' are formed of bamboos fastened tn;_;:*.thm- with something of
that freedom of style which characterizes a bundle of faggots, and they are
drawn by a pair of bullocks,—their galled necks (in front of the hump where
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the wooden yoke rests) and fwisted, and even mufilated tails, which are used
both as instruments of guiding and goading, often exhibiting alike a lamenta-
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ble '|'||_'|;|.;|-i' of the wile i|]'|||=.[1!.:1:||]1].' of their owners, and the inefhciency of
our Police, to which, however, I live in the desire and hope of yet secing
attached, a *° S0CIETY FOR THE PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS."
I can fearlessly assert—despite the enjoined humanity of * the Faithful™-

the belief in the doctrine of the metempsychosis existing amongst many of
the Hindoos, and the tender mercies and extravagant example of the sen-
gitive Jiina devoteez who cover their mouths with cloths, lest an insect be
swallowed, and sweep the earth before them lest they destroy another under

feet—that bardly a country in the world stands more in need of one.

Let us now proceed with the domestics.
The smart, but, not uncommonly, somewhat dissipated looking individual
who here presents himself to your notice is the

KuinMurcar—the .';e:JJil':l':ll to the honors and

emoluments of a khansamanship, and to whom 1 T
have already referred. . A-:
In houses where servants are numerous this F)
man's sole duty consists in bringing meals on 4 " ! g
table and attending there. He does not — I

even wash the crockery, that duty devolv-
ing upon an under servant, whom I shall
hereafter describe. Amongst the opulent
there may be seen a khidmutgar to each
member of the family ; amongst the ex- 1
travarant even two, but & :‘..‘lulﬂf.. or per=-
haps three, form the usual domestic ~==
complement,and in families where means
are circumscribed, there will probably
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attendant upon his master’s person, wardrobe and apartment.
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thewr masters to the festal board, where, 1 behind each chair, dressed
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ite turbans, which amongst the hirher classes are sometime
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present a very extraordinary and LN POSLG Wrray.

dice, as Moosul

Lt one 5.--.'|'L-.|L| these men, on the score of |'|"_;_-_-i.::;.-' I

Mg, refused to bringe !.l::."i\ tpon table, and the matter wi

1 |
long conceded,

until S0 many having ].l..-.l_![ detected not m

touching, but ealing it, the

-:.iiil.'l..':il.l!i. Wils '.--":'.l'n"-"":'-'-!'! and the I.ll.ll'i-. Crre

The wazes of a khi

nutgar vary from six to ten roopees per monti.
The higher pay can only be expected ina service where fashionable habits,

fashionable hours, and late dinner or supper parties, may dr more lareely

» of the men.

upon the time, attention, and w

We next have the Bawurcugs
or ¢ook, who may be either a Moosul-
mén, a Portuguese, a Mug® ora
Hindoo of a |_IZ|'."|:.I".I|:lI'|_'-.' low caste.
termed o,

With the disadvantages of ap-
paratus I have already pointed out
to vou, this man, if at all skilful,
really performs wonders; more par-
1':rll.iul'|_'~' when it is remembered that,

unless a Mug or a Portuguese, he

never tastes when he cooks, and can
ouly form an opinion of the success
of his labours by the scolding or the

commendation he may receive from

. .
his employers.

wares of a2 Cook vary not so much according to the rank of the mas-

1.2 £ g 3 111 C weh o HIH
ter, as to his means and his love of good living, for which some men are willing

® i The Mo

rs are-cstegmed by us in the oulinary departm

s pE o whot or taste either
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nix '!:|-_'E|' Ing |;-_|il-:|l-\. '!:. i npd who deens 6t
of pork, beef, or even fowl at

“ Now your Mog—whe is a stardy, willing, and flat-faced specimen of the unfeathered biped—is ready
not only to cook you A chop of pork, bot to eat it mto the bargan ; and having the sense to bring his

tosgue into play, as well as his eyes and fingers, he excels his competitors in the art of varying and

ensations, instead of keeping eternally to the same proportions .
o —4 Caloutia ar it f," l!:;. J. H, Sloc

apportioning his fay

the palate by domnable §
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to pay not a little handsomely. From six to twelve rupees may be stated as
the common amount of their pay, but I have heard of their receiving twenty-

five.
Here we have the MusmALCHEE,—
' ™ & ; - " "
TN literally * Torch-bearer,” such being this
1 LY man’s real office whilst travelling with his
d[ Py : master ; but when in camp, being a Moosul-
1 e - #
7L | mén, he becomes an understrapper to the
B T N . : .
-{—3;%-(-. . cook and khidmutgars; tends the spit, and
e et LY | T == 3 1
== A cleans the knives, forks, plate and crockery.
J I.. k| 1 - -
= '-:g'l,:'ﬁﬁ‘}' i —In Calcutta, therefore, the dispenser of
i |2 EF{I i v light, and scarer of tigers, dwindles
i e P 1 %
il bt H r-:'||- %" g i - into a scullion !
R - I: ¥ - " "
A R 1!';:‘ = It is not in every house, howe-
T Bt | o= = 4 ver, that a Mushalchee is now to be
d - '*-__.-' At — A P " e
| Bl " - found. It is surprising to note
|

the economizing changes which, by
reference to old customs, will be found to have taken place, within the last few
years, in Europeans’ establishments. I may have occasion to notice this again
hereafter, and need only add, with reference to the Mushalchee, that in numerous
private families, cooks and khidmutgars have been found not to have so
much to do as to require an assistant on a salary of four Roopees per month.
Fifth on the
rollof this domestic
corps 1 may name
the House Bear-
ER, who is a Hin-
doo. Hewill, there-
fore, neither touch
your food nor do
any work connected
with it or the table
during dinnertime;
one class of bearers
{the Ooriah) having
goneso faras during
th:ltpwinul.,turl.-fu!:i:
to pull the Punkah,
by reason of its
suspension overthe =
unhallowed viands! '
The bearers are of three kinds ; the Rouwanee, the Ooriah, and Bengalee ;
and the principal man amongst any set of them serving in a house—one who




15 a till];‘lllhltl master of the craft—is termed the Sirdar. -:..g||:|-'_L_||-_:_ head or

chief. A house-bearer alone, however, or with one or two mates or assigtants,

i3, in the present day, more usual than a whole set,—unless, as 1 have
already explained, attached to a private palkee. Of the three kinds of these

men that 1 have named, the Rouwanee are more con m|-||]],' met with n

house service than either the Qo

i1 Hq'llf_fil.h‘-!'. but all three are fitting for
the office. The Ooriah, 4':'I;ll'ill..'1l':'i:-lix"2|.|jn.' .'i|!'!.'.':'.{'llll.:. are the most sober, and
the Rouwanee the least sober, but the most I.|'|.|:-I'.1';I'.".E|_'.' and active.

The i.:lﬂ}' of the House-Bearer entirely depends upon the rank, means, and

habits of his ma

r. ln the service of the ci-|:'l:|'it:;|l. where he is sure of hav-

Ing & mate or several under-bearers, he becomes a very important personage

In no case does he ever touch the |J::llwv. but 1n this he ranks as confidential

I“:";l.'""-‘i'i'l"rill!l.—::l.l.m‘l'.u:-» his master when c||':'.~a.~:i|'.:,"--;!--I:w—l':-ht*:-iu |:|'-'_'_'I'L'l' of control

over the other se;

uts—~has charge, probably, of the silver and the stores (in
preference to the khansaman) and the entire responsibility of the whole of his

master’s property,—acting, in short, to both married and single men, as valef

de chambre. To these duties are adi ed—although performed not by himself
but his assistant—those of cleaning the furniture, the rooms, and the shoes,—
trimming the lamps, attending to the bachelors’ beds and bed rOOmSs, roine
errands and bringing the hot water to the tea-table !—a sell imposed office, I
believe, and the only exception, a trifling one, to what 1 have stated in
reference to Hindoo non-attendanee at the meal table. The wares of sirdar or
house bearers range from six toten COOpPEeEs per mensem ; af their mates from
five to seven, and of ordinary bearers from four, for Rowwanee, to five, for

Croriah, as I have iLlI'-:'.j|I,!|].' stated.

Of more imposing  front, more fearless mien.
=

and gay attive, in which turban and sash divide the
rlowing beauties of scarlet, pink, purple and yellow,

here stands *° our castle’s warder,”—the Dorwan

:_|_|;'r|‘:h.-|".:.' BTy or |J||11|.'-|-LI.'|.-|_:-I".'. Heis ;;'('I.-L‘I';c:fl-;'

Hindoo of the north-west provinees. In Caleutta
he 13 commonly designated— an up-coun-
try man;™ which indefinite term seems to
|'|1|:-|:; gomethine to which a desree  of
respect is  attached, unassociated with
what iy be termed the lowlanders,
that is of the same class. The |"-"'E'I"" of

the upper provinces have decidedly sue

ceeded in gaining for themselves an estima

tion not evineed towards their brethiven in

Bengal, | am anxious, however, thai

my observation should be understood as




s

limiting the comparison to the middle and lower rank on either side. If
extended to the higher and well educated, I should assuredly reverse the order
of precedence in favor of the native of Bengal. With reference, then, to
the northerns, certain it is that these people regarded as possessing personal
courage, pride, and honesty, are generally found in situations of supposed
danger and trust, where, of course, such qualities are the most needed. With

climate more bracing, and habits of physical culture somewhat akin to the
g}-mn:[itic recreations of the ancients, 1.]1{‘:!;' possess a [it‘g]'d]ﬂ of [!L‘.rsmml
strength and vigour almost unknown to the Bengalees, and favourable, as 1
presume, to a corresponding mental energy and independence. By mental
energy 1 do not mean more than the predominance of what Phrenologists
ascribe to the faculties of combativeness, and firmness,—the first conferred
¢ to meet and subdue physical and moral obstacles,”—the second giving “* de-
termination to ouwr purposes,”® which, united to a generous and educated
mind, lends nobility, but to graceless ignorance a ruffianly brutality.

The saperiority of appearance which these men generally present is very
striking. Independently of hosts of remarkably fine looking fellows who may
be seen amongst our Rajpoot, Puthiin and other Sipihees, both Hindoo and
Moosulmén, from Lucknow and elsewhere, in Fort-William and at Bar-
rackpore, I have observed many of the men retained as Burkenddzes and Dur-
wans whose persons, not hidden and disguised by stiff uniform, but gracefully
rirded in the twisted folds of a single garment, might form no mean academy
figures as models for Roman and Grecian Athlet:e.

A little building—I might say den—with one door and no window, unless
a hole of a few inches in diameter to allow the escape of the smoke from his
cooking fire, may be called such, situated at the side of the gate or possibly
under the arch of it, according to the form of the premises, marks the resi-
dence of the Durwan,—for whose comforts, I will just add, our builders might
take shame for not shewing a little more consideration. There, seated at the
entrance, his sword and shield—the necessary companions of his travels, but
now useless encumbrances—pendent from the wall, a pair of heavy Mooghdurs
or dumbbells, the instruments possibly of his morning and only exercise,f

* (lombe * on the Constitation of man.
+ Thereis another Hindoostanee Instroment of exercise, termed a Lezos, the use of which T
could strongly recammend to the gymnasts at home as a valuable adjunct to their exercises for the chest
and arms. It iz a powerful Bow, formed of bamboo, strung with ponderous chain, which has an
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iron handle in the centre. The Hindoostanees attach bundles of some ten or twelve iron plates between
each link of the chain, but to which I believe no other value can be attached than that of adding to the
weight, and gerﬂ'nﬁ as & noisy time keeping ']irl'_:lll BCCHM PANYIng the numerons twistings amd |I:J-':Il.il:-|1:\
of the |_||_||:|:\.' azsumed when working the instrument.




being visible in some corner, he remains the whole day, the lazy guardian
of the place, giving notice of the arrival of visitors by ringing a hand bell,
orstriking a gonyg, and allowing nothing to pass from out the door without an
order therefor.

In houses, however, where the custom is enforced; or many valuables
are kept, his duty extends further, and consists in searching the persons of

the servants ere leaving :—sad comment! humiliating process! and one the
necessity for, or, at least, the utility of which, in private houses, with a pro-
per system of reference for character and responsibility in office, 1 very
much guestion. The evil must be as apparent as that of corporal punish-
ment in the army and navy. Rob a man of his self-respect and the wvery
foundation of his principles is sapped and endangered.

Sometime back it was 'l]l.'l][H'I:-'.!_‘.iI to establish in Calentta ¢ An f.:"fﬁe:t‘ ar
Servants,” from whence they might be obtained with some reference or security
as to character, but it failed I]F:Irl"n' thing like gene ral support, and has, 1 believe,
as too many other of our Caleutta schemes have done, fallen to the ground#*.

One other matter in connection with this man’s duty I cannot help
noticing and regretting. [ allude to the custom, common in fashionable
life (not with all, be it understood) of being *° Nof af home™ during certain
hours of the tiil}'.

I am far from assuming that people should not have their hours of quiet
and retirement, but I cannot conceive that to put an untruth into the mouth
of the door-keeper is either a right or a necessary method of securing them.
It is unnecessary, because the shutting of the gate is a usage not l.]l]]:.' well
'.||Hi.|.':‘5t|:“]li ﬂ.'l'l]l:ll].ﬂ;ﬁl tlil.‘il'.i.l:lflil.lll.l: i"!illlll'; ]”.". 'l‘-"‘“]l '|'|."'|"'q' I'I!;l]l:.' 1.][1.' []Il‘l_'t" means
adopted, and because with none or few would the firm but respectful assu-
sance of ::u:_:;m:::.l" ar * not at leisure™ be otherwise than as effectual as an
untruth.  An up-country Durwan might be disciplined in this matter to turn
away his very master from the door !

Under the present system the Durwan probably receives a vague order
of exception to some particular person—but it is more than probable that he
blunders, or sume one member of the family has made an actual engagement
against an hour at which another orders the gate to be shut. Thus after

: - en . .
the t:lun;rl'—lir_'l::[:li.'l.‘.‘-i positive  assurance of ¢ koee .-"J_rJr nitlee E."Jr”'”' e —8U

koee bdhir geir,””—(no one is at home—all are gone out,) it sometimes
happens that through want of method and forethought the order has to
be recalled, and the man is under the necessity of confessing to an untruth
as the visitor is quitting the door,—or in the event of po such timely disco-
very, an apologetic note is received the next day “ extremely regretting the
foolish blunder of the servants, &e.”’——We preach to the natives of integrity

® To wit : Fever Hospital,—Mechanic's Institution,—Ferry Bridge, —Saugor Canal, —Railroad to
Swngor,—Coach or Omnibus to Barrackpore, —Steam to Barrackpore, Chinsurah, &e. Other bubbles

are, it is feared, yot dlmsing.
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and truth, and make our servants the medium of the vielation of our own
precepts ; for as there is not as yet any fixed enactment ** for the better and
more securely’” understanding the degrees of falsity, we cannot expeet that

every one, more particularly the uneducated, will comprehend such nicities

of variation as those of eolowr—a prismatic distinetion which Mrs. Opie
laboured so industriously to overthrow. Were a small board, conventionally
| { i:IlJL'r‘Hrl"!ht‘L] with the proper intimation in |".!|_:_{li.~ih. either hl.ll:;_z 01 E||l‘_:_’.'|t:'.-;rl'

placed in the hand of the Durwan it would at least prevent all mistakes on

the part of new arrivals, and of all others upon whom the verbal politeness

—
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of truth t|1:_:_:':|l, like the |J|':|1']:-i of H'r']]rlul'r. be cast away.

Next in order of the regzular household may be introduced one whose

T e
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name might place him at the head of a reyal household,—the humble knight

-

of the broom, being dignified with the title of

“ Prince,”"—such being the signification of the
term MeHTUR.

This man is of the lowest grade, or caste, of
Hindoos, and who vet are divided and sub-divided
into classes or shades of rank and purity, resemb

ling the list of pl'i'L'l'l]:'m'r in the British

peerage, from the blood 1':|].':|] duke to the
youngest sons of esquires. As | need not,
however, entertain you with a running com-

Lm':ll:u':.' on the _u'.'ill.l'.ﬂ-llll'l. it will suffice if 1

state that amongst the Mehturs there are

those who will eat of the food which goeth
from the master’s table, whilst others would

hold themselves defiled by so doing : and

y certain menial offices in no way objectionable
to the one would be pollution to the other. The generality of house Mehturs,
for instanee, would not touch a dead animal, such duty, save where the
Mehtur 15 of a j|:u'l'|r|l|:il' class, being left to the Domes, aset of llt'uir]t'
u:-m'll'!:'-:i,'.':] in Caleatta |I:-.' ithe Police to sink dead bodies discovered ﬁn;:tin:_-;
in the river, to remove all earcasses, and kill all stray dogs found in the
streets ; whilst, on the other hand, these men would noet touch food belonging
to, or handled by, the Mehtur !

OFf the immutability of station or profession amongst the Hindoos, and
I

of the consequent, and frequently to be seen, contrast of manners, menta]

| 1';;]:-;|,|:i|-ll,':-; and physical appearance, with their actual and unalterable position,

the Mehtur affords a fair illustration. - 1f, which is often, if not always the
case, he be a native of the upper provinees, though holding the lowest office
in the house, he will very probably, in his manners and language, be the

rreatest gentleman in the whole cirele of domestics | and, in equal likelihood:
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serve in his appearance, with broom in hand, to recall to mind the image of
Hercules with the distaff !

Here is a domestic in whom I doubt not
your interest is already awakened. Her
L|Ilr:.' Fa]w:L:hra for itself.—An Avau— Nurse,
or f.r.'r-"_.l_.l’.»-' Maid—for she is 'Ll'.l:i:.'.'l";:rv.'|1|}
either one or the other—will, I may venture
to assert, be found in every European family

llsrn:ul;_;]'.u:-l'.r India, From these 1
may except the poor British sol-
diers’ wives, who, trained in their
é-f-'jl' native land to labour and endu-
W% -, rance, may be seen with umbrella
&L " over head, and infant in arms,
- trudging their way on foot to the
=k bazaars, or home to their quarters

in the Fort.

The labour of nursing and atlending to a child the whole r]:l:l. in a hot
climate, requires, you will believe, to be fully known to be fully appreciated ;
and the I:Il'l::l:'F:-'\.-IT'_l.' which thus exists for the services of a native nurse increases
the trouble of every parent, solicitous for the right culture of a child’s mind,
in the anxiety to eradicate, or check the growth of unamiable habits and traits
of character which are too often and imperceptibly contracted during its
association with the servant.

Of the Ayahs it may be sufficient to observe, that, no better educated
than their countrymen, you cannot expect from them other than mere labour
divested of mind and judgment. Guided alone by the capricionsness of
their own impulses, and by hereditary customs, I have seldom seen them com-
mand the respect of their own children, and never those of their mistresses.

We reap not, however, where we have not sowed, nor whilst the
% epeat eulf,”? of which I have :I.]I".'il.l_\.' spoken, exists between 5".-.||'|:lu~:|,1|:a. and
their 'lill'EII."]Il:l{'rlhi. are these evils likely to be remedied. Children seldom see
any thirl-_-: in the manners of their parents towards the servants to IlI1EE}1'i".':.:-C
their minds with any strong feelings of respect for them : the natives are,
with very rare exceptions, the enly servanis whom they see in the country,
while the strong distingnishing mark of complexion, in children’s minds, of
course, makes the line of demarcation more unhappily definite. The ser-
vants themselves seldom or never interfere with or thwart the children
because parents have never been induced to l:l.;u'r either confidence or autho-
rity in them, and this for several good reasons ;—ignorance, superstition, and
immorality, added to the substitution of mere impuise for reason, are regard-
ed as the Lllll'lil|"'=.l}' concomitants of their characters : they have not, therefore,

been allowed any exercise of judement or authority lest they take advantage




of the privilege and act injudiciously through ignorance or caprice. But
this is not all. Independently of any such judicions motives, and I fear
often apart altogether from them, aristocratic feelings of pride in many in-
stances lead Europeans, East Indians, and particularly native parents {of
families of respectability and distinction) to desire that menials should in no
way correct or thwart their superiors. In illustration of this, our good sister
M—— here, to whose observations and judicious hints I am indebted for
the remarks I have—with greater confidence therefore—ventured, says that
she has known parents highly offended with their servants for authoritatively
desiring their children to be washed and dressed, or for speaking to them in
any other manner than that in which the servants would address their mas-
ter or mistress !—and that she has also known parents who would not
allow their children to do the most trifling act of service for a servant,—such,
for instance, as informing one man that he was required by another. These
restrictions, though there may be cases in which they are necessary, yet,
when enforced uun.un.:r:u]:.‘... and without discrimination, towards servants of
opposite or various characters, as they often are, naturally lead to that diffi-
dence and reluctance to act, and that irresoluteness, even when duty seems
imperatively to demand an effort on the part of the servant, of which I now
complain.—Thus is completed that © atmosphere of circumstances™ in which
servants are degraded and children are educated to domineer,

Until, therefore, education commences with the nurses, by the improve-
ment of their minds, and the inculeation of seli respect, we cannot hope for
that moral courage on their part which shall render unnecessary such an
appeal as that © Tooney bowah® won’t be washed’—or will play with fire,
or the fear of an accusation that they must have beaten or pinched the child,
because, when under the necessity of exercising a little authority in opposi-
tion to Tooney’s obstinacy, the latter may have squalled.

To quiet a child they will stuff it with any forbidden trash that comes to
hand, and say in defence—** what could I do when the child eried for it $'—
and they must sooth the child to sleep at night by all kinds of stratagems,
because from early infaney they have done so in order to get rid of their charge
as soon as possible,

During M
servants were called for in another quarter, we of the male ereation had 1t to
our lot for a few nights to put master Jimmy to his resting place, which we

s severe illness, when the entire services of the women

did after the manner practised under yowr roof of allowing sleep its natural
and unsolicited course. But, to our astonishment, the young gentleman sat
himself up in bed for about two hours, and amused us during that period by

b T||||r|-:':|."' isa NUrsEry .13||1|_"||;',|ti|:|1|.--1:||,'i:|'|e:r pﬁsi.li\'r]‘;‘ individual mor gl'1l-l.'r1l'-.—IH'I'!!‘:I"Iﬂill-l:-'
conferred by the Ayahs upon their little boy charges, either for lack of another name or the ability to
pronounce the real one.  °° Bowah,'* or Bib4, is gencrie, and signifies child,




A4

f.:'rpmning, because, as we afterwards found, he was not, as usual, to be suny,
ritbbed, shampooed, and, in short, fickled to sleep !

As children advance in age other evils present themselves arising from
their continued intercourse with the Ayah, to whom, as well as to the other
servants—whilst evincing an unbecoming awkwardness and modest dumb-
ness towards Europeans—they are probably impudent and overbearing to an
extreme,—the boldness of their Hindoosfanee tones strongly contrasting
with the timidity of their Eaglish. Their knowledge of English, moreover,
seldom keeping pace with that of Hindoostanee, the one, generally speaking,
1% but a literal translation of the other : the ideas which Ll.]l:}' may be desirous of
expressing being, possibly, as oriental as the idiom, tone and accent in which
they are expressed; the two latter, in particular, unless corrected by an
English education, or a careful home one, are generally retained in a remark-
able degree during life.

Even, however, as ** every thing connected with childhood changes its
nature, the impecfections that are ludicrous or offensive in manhood, in
infancy (being) inexpressibly engaging,”* so the imperfections of our lit-
tle linguists serve to add an interest to their lispings, and with a double tax
upon their memories it is really amusing to hear them, after their particular
fashion, at three and four years af age, diﬁcrilnllmting as I:?Iil.:l.‘_‘]:.‘ as tht-:,,' do
between the two languages.

With the exception of the first three or four: yvears which, from the
nature of the climate, are, I believe, highly favorable to dentition, the whole
progress of Anglo-Indian childhood is marked by singular disadvantages.
At no time can children venture forth after seven in the morning or before six
in the evening :—a stroke of the sun and death, or a fever, or a skin tanned,
not to the hl;_-u_]t,|:1],r warm brunette tint of a Elll'upL'.'ul 5lln|:i|1g, but of an un-
healthy and sallow complexion, are the consequences which may follow.

There i3 neither field nor meadow for a romp, or whenece a !]-:11,1,:1'—::”[: or

dilietj.' can be |}|1L-::|i|:n;] i there are neither :-'.]LEHE].' 1.1.‘:;|.L.'S, nor lllu;lﬁ:l.l:ll. Eroves,
nor even a lane with brambled hedge from which wild flower, moss, or berry
may be gathered ; there is not a spot of twelve feet where the surface has
sufficient declivity to accelerate the motion of a marble, and none, conse-
quently to afford poor Toeoney a roll, or mama the slightest cause of fear for
broken bones. Vegetation there is, indeed, luxuriant and wild, but wet, rank,
coarse, gigantic, and unapproachable. Ewven the children’s prison yard, the
compound, had need to be watched, for snakes, envenomed caterpillars, and
ants half an inch in length, are not wanting to endanger their paths, whilst
the interior of the house, unless indeed well attended to, adds to these the
terrors of centipedes and scorpions.t

* . L. R.
f 1 remember killing, in an apper apartment of a friend's house, a venomous snake which had
rawled over the feet of the terrified Ayah as she sat, nursing the child, upon the fleor.
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:i.ll.l the discomfitures of l.'l.I!I|-|.|:II.'.'L'IL'f|l[_.. may ]l-cl-!-c-i':!ﬂ‘\' :Ir-: :Lllc]l;‘-c't_ﬂ'.lrila:_: the hol
weather, the temper-trying annoyances of a mass of boils—probably twenty

or thirty at a time,—or of the prickly hea?, a misery to which children and new

eomers are almost invariably, but not exclusively, subjected. The immediate
cause of this infliction, which, like the measles, paints the whole body most
L ]1-.r1'ri|:|:..' gules,” is EI:.' some said to be rluthi.n:_f more than the Emr:-a]:-i.-'rLl'mn_
I]L-:.n:x_n{ maore abundant than the cuticle ean discharge L‘l}' its pores, |]L'l'il!|i-l1|_',: ouk
in a mass of small red spots, which upon pressure are found to contain water ;
but in an opinion of greater weight, and more apparent reason, it is caused by
“ the accumulation, during damp, hot, close weather, of acrid perspiration
on the surface of the body, which irritates the skin and produces this most
troublesome L"]'l.:!?til.l”.lr.i- From the irritation which follows, equalling that
from the infliction of a legion of musquitoes, much relief can be gained by the
application of hair powder, (or even common flour or arrowroot) my first trial
of which, I remember, enabled me once again to obtain that rest which for
some nights before had been denied me.

One other evil, particularly affecting the boys of older growth, may wind

up my list of grievances. It is—the cramped and uncongenial state in which

those (and |'I|-_-:L are very numerous) not edacated at the 8C 1o0ls are necessn-
vily kept ; for it is only by companionship with other lads, tending to impart
vigour to the character, that boys acquire an independence of action, a contempt

for pain, a vigour of frame, and coura;

» to meet danger and resist tyranny, all
so necessary for existence in a world which has not yet reached that state when
“the wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, the leopard lie down with the kid,
and the calf and the young lion, and the fatling together.” To these advantages
may be superadded that of a cure for many selfish and coneeited feelings which
children unaccustomed to contradiction or opposition are so apt to acquire.

Thus it is, then, that beset hlr all the difficulties of I'L'll'!la'lt-!', domestics
and education, almost all persons in circumstances to afford it, have hitherto
been. and are still, ;.L;LIJ‘:,l-L:'.l-lI to the pain of '|:|:|.rti|*.-_f with their children, who,
at about the are of six years, are sent to Europe for education.

The increase of Sanitavian establishments in various parts of the hills to

1e time 18 not far distant
when, by European energies, industry and speeulation,

the north of Bengal, has given rise to the hope that t

climate, society and
seminaries may unite in vendering these unnatuaral separations unnecessary.
Avahs are either Moosulméns or Portugiese. If an attendant on a lady,
an :l:!.:l.ll receives l.'::_:_{il‘: or JJ|'|:||J:4|_15],' ten roopees per m..||1_i|., but for this re-
muneration she must possess the necessary derree of skill to make her services
acceptable at her mistress’s toilette, in the thousand and one little ways which
you ladies best wot of. I:1i_ll.ll'| s0me i.l'.'|=_||.||'I!.'|||'L 1[:1}'_1.'.. MOreEOver, [H‘I"]:l]:.—i twice in
the year, she may receive the gift of a new suit of clothes, besides, in common

* Extract of a note from a leading Caleutta practitioner.
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with others, handsome presents of money on the accustomed festivals of
Christmas or New Year's [];L_l;, You would not be Hl'l!'l:ll'i.iil.'t]? lh-;*]'(_-l‘urp} hut
rather amused, at the degree of attention and respect evinced by the ser-
vants at these times, for ;:'.rhm:l:_fh BOIME PErsons are so I.‘Ki'l._':-i:ii.i.'l:“l}' liberal as
to make no distinction of season or tI(I]EL]iL:.' for the bestowal of their ;iI'Ln_-.:_
and even go so far as to illuminate their houses, or permit their servants to
do so, for the amusement of the ehildren, upon the Hindoo festival of Dewalee,
or the Muhummudan Moohurrum, the generality of Christian folk, in bet-
ter keeping, reserve their presents for a Christian festival. The money so
received by Moosulmin Ayahs is generally devoted to the purchase of jewel-
lery, of which they are very fond. Christian Ayahs possess yet greater
:ltlh‘:ult:l;_{t‘ﬁ. Thl:':.' not nnl:u.' have their 1.!.'.':5:||.ir::_: found 1_||_|_::|1J 1]1”1[;[] this is
not unfrequently allowed the Moosulminee also, but likewise their food, and
[]L'[.‘il!ii.(l]l:l“_';_: to a certain extent, even their l'cli.t]u:llT}—ﬂl.L' I."F."]l.,"i.'[l.,‘{l apparel of
their mistresses.

Ayahs in attendance upon children only, seldom receive more than seven
roopees per mouth.

Last on the list of the customary in-door
establishment may be introduced to your notice the
humble MenTurRAxeE,—adorned, possibly, by
all those indescribable Asiatic charms which the
glowing tint of the sendoor (red-lead or vermilion)
centring the forehead,—the sable pencillings of
soorma and missee (preparations of lead, vitriol, et
cartera) on eyelids and on teeth, and the
sanguinary hue of the pdn upon lips and
gums, are, of course, so highly calculated
to create.

The Mehturdnee, or woman sweeper,
perhaps the Mehtur's wife and a Hindoo,
obtains as wages, if she remain nicht and

day, six roopees per month; but if her

:=I1.(*|'.|5;uu:|'_, as 18 sometimes the case, he
limited to the morning and evening, she receives only four, being thus
enabled to work for other families. Among the poorer classes, who live in
small lower-roomed dwellings, she probably does the cleaning work of the
whole house. There are Mehturdnees, however, of a better order, who,
clean in their habits and dress, receive monthly seven roopees, and attend
their mistresses as Ayahs; in which case, having but few prejudices either of
caste or F'Llllll_. thl‘}' .lflli'uiiltl{! Lllf,: '|||ﬁ"gt It‘g{“rll] 4ﬁr WOmen servants.

Of those who may be called the out-door domestics, the gentleman
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who here patiently waits his dismissal, may, in virtue of the importance of
his office, first claim it, and in which office he
will hardly be less familiar to your ear under the
native designation of Duopgg, than the English

of WasnERMAN.
Dhobees are somtimes private
servants, performing their avoca-
¥ tions upon their Masters premises,
L | if such premises possess a tank,—
: but more generallymonih-
‘r_‘::_‘-““ Iy servants, on an agree-
mentof rendering somany

o e
A ""':c:“'"-'“' ™ P

washes in the month,—or
Ticca, (hired) washing by the piece at the rate of three Roopees per hundred.
This method, however, none but seafaring or other non-resident persons
would adopt, becanse the same amount forms the usual monthly pay of a
Dhobee in the service of a ﬁiliglu‘ person, whether the stock of linen be great
or small. When a Dhobee washes for a whole family the average rate of
]}:"T"“'”t 18 about two TOOpPEEs for each person, and semewhat less for 1,:lﬁlllir|:n_\.
an additional or double wash being allowed for infants® linen.

When I state that for about nine mouths of the twelve we are clad in
clothing of the lightest description,

gentlemen’s apparel consisting almost
{-|]|_’||'1-ll_; of white H:Ilt:l'l._-l'ﬂlﬂ- I!]'-ITiI!-',;' the three months of our cold SEAS0M,—
at church upon the Sabbath, and at meetings of ceremony, or at parties where
the blessings of freedom and familiarity relieve not from the infliction, are
almost the only periods at which a coatis secen on a man’s back, and that the
white linen. worn as aforesaid, may be changed twice and even thrice in a
day, you will not wonder at the ponderous bundle which the Dhobee may be
geen taking away either on his own shoulders or on those of an ox or a
|_i|__||]].;[-:.'_ The former unfortunate little .;1r|5:||:|:1], as in l;u:,'i:n::.t,i_\'u times, i8 the
hardest and the most {ZLJl:I'il'Il'i:l“I:}' worked labourer in the country.

If, as I doubt not, the manner in which our linen in India is washed,
and no less the beauty of the 'l.'|';|:-i.|!i.lil:_‘,'.. which 18 |}1'u'l.':‘.|'hi:tl——:a'ill'[Jl"l.taﬂ you,
the consequences thereupon ensuing will, I am assured, create no such feel-
ing. Though made of the very best material, its days are soon numbered,
Weither hauberk of mail, nor harness of brass, eould long endure such merci-
less treatment as that to which poor Irsh linen, Scoteh eambrie and British
cottons are here subjected.—But you shall judge for yourself from a « full
true and particular account™ of the process which T have gleaned for your
especial edification from the * most approved authorities.”

The clothes are taken to the edge of a tank, or ghfit, where, upon a
!c]ul]inq and [l]'u]b:ihl}' indented or notched board, one end of which :lili:é
in the water, the Dhobee beats the linen (previously soaped) as a thresher
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handles his flail, or a blacksmith his sledge hammer. They are then taken
!mn:g, soaped and steamed for two or three hours in a Blulfee

a large
earthen vessel or hindee, fixed on a mud fire-place—
the whole being in place of an English copper. The
handee being half filled with water, the clothes are
suspended over the surface by means of a stick placed
across the mouth of the vessel.

This done they are again conveyed to the ghit,

H:l;lj:wl, beaten, 1‘]:|.~:|'-J__ hl]:'l:"'.'l.'!l out on the grass, and

occasionally sprinkled with water to bleach. After this
they are once more taken to the water's edge, soaped, beaten, and then carried

home,—blued—starched—ironed and——lent ouf, possibly, on hire to the
humble classes of Portuguese who may desire their use upon the Sunday—
that is, if there be time for re-preparation of the linen for the rightful owner !
This, however, is not the only vexation to be feared from the Dhobee,
The entire loss of the linen, to a very considerable value, either by the burn-
ing of the washerman’s hut, or dexterity of thieves, or neither, but an imposi-
tion, an advantage taken of some trifling loss, possibly, on which to base the
assurance of a ]u::n"l.' one, is an oceasional very ;_[l'u'.il':-.'iu:_; announcement.
Not that you are likely ever to be troubled by an Indian Dhobee, but as
an illustration of the roguery in a small way occasionally practised, I will
relate an instance. For a il_".l_-_,l;fh of time our linen had been :l\_\.r|':|_|_]'||_,:ﬁ||".." and
1:]}'Hh.‘l'-h]ll?1]_'.' 1'l'l.*i:1|=[1l'ili“ill_;{, whilst detection of the thief seemed ill::-l:n_"i[_'.li!i: B0

cunning were his plans. HI.:-'\|;"1-;"ll:n;t~'. which hitherto had fallen on evervy but

the richt quarter, at length pointed to the Dhobee himself, and a plan fortu-
nately suggested itself of proving their foundation. Upon the Dhobee’s next
vigit, and without his knowledge, my own.linen was counted, and returned
into the basket. The family linen having in the mean time been counted
was left in a |:|':|3: upon the Aoor of another room, when mine ]H:irl_f_r; called
for and numbered proved one piece short of the private muster list. The
-'I!l.'l.'ill’|j' counted |.!|.=;Ll:| of clothes |J:*'|||_'_f then examined, the n‘."‘..-'-r"lll;; article was
found carelessly thrown on the top,—a manceuvre which the fellow had effect-
ed by walking into the room a few moments before his mistress, or otherwise
when uncbserved. Of course he stoutly afirmed it must have been the
child, but the choice of booty had been judicious, and the like losses have not
aecurred since.

Thug had this man for months contrived to CAITY 01 a :«':-.'.'-'.Imr‘.:l.til.' COursa
of thievery, in which, avoiding alarm by confining his depredations to one
article at a time, he secured himself very considerably from danger by creat-
ing an impression that the loss had taken place priar fo his arrival, the
return of clean linen being always correct.

To return to the duties of the washing people, whose labours, like the
grave digger’s division of an act, which, saith he, “hath three branches,—to act,
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to do, and to perform,” have also three branches,—to wash, to iron, and to
starch,—the responsible man, the washer, who is a Hindoo, being entirely
dependant on his assistant, the professor of ironing, who is generally a Muhum-
mudan, for the completion of the work, The starcher, I should, however,
state, refers to a superior Dhobee, termed by the Ladies *° clear starcher™ (by
himself ¢ pin-wallah,”) and to whom it is necessary to commit such articles
of delicate or coloured fabric as the common Dhobee would be sure to destroy.
He is a separately paid, and, of course, a far more expensive assistant.
Another fruitful source of destruction to clothing, I may mention, arises
from the manner in which it is customary to hang them up; which, instead of
being done, as at home, by fastening them on to a single line with pegs, is
effected by inserting the corner of the cloth, or a button, between the con-
volutions of a double, and tightly twisted, coril, so that a breeze springing up
the linen is very probably altogether torn away from its insufficient holding.
The more unvarying ill wind, however, that visits it is the Dhobee himself,
who, when taking in the linen, effects his object in that manner which ccca-
sions him the least possible trouble—by a remorseless jerk that seems to

declare buttons, strings, and corners useless il]=|!l'llit-'i;-:l‘?i'-

Mangling is a practice unknown to common use in India. Articles of inferior

=]

iml:m'l:l.ur[:, guch as l:ih]t-liln‘:l'l_.. bt?t]-ﬁi.ur:u, 1,|1'.1.'1!E-'i,
&c., are hammered with a koonda, a heavy wooden
mallet, as books are beaten by the Bookbinders.

e of copper! used by the  Istree-
wallah® are all of the dox ]Lil!li_._ VETY |..'|r_g;l.~ and hl.'lll'}.‘,

The irons, mac

and not heated by iron blocks, but by gools (fire balls)
composed of powdered charcoal, and molasses, or the

starch-water or eongee of boiled rice.

Had we in this domestic muster more
regarded the degree of utility and import-
ance than the order of precedence and
form, our Aquarius here—in vulgo the
BuISHTEE, or water-carrier—would long
ago have claimed attention. Let the palkee-
carriers strike |—let the cook strike !—or
the Khansaman and Khidmutgar refuse
their office ! the bearer throw his keys into
the well, and the ..L:.'il]L: Duarwan  and
Mushalchee all ride rusty! Nay, let the
Governor General lay an embargo on the
American ice and :Lpplts,—but let us not
offend the Bhishtee !

In attaching so much importance, however, to this man, I should explain




that my observation 18 general, and not confined to the private servant, inas-
much ns ficea, or il'.t]:lic.‘ Bhishtees, IH;‘I'Elr]'lh':IJ.'I.tE the streets ,.;.-_-H,u',-,u# water,
tinkling a small copper saucer to give notice of their approach, and content-
edly making their services available for the supply of water at one pice a
mushk ! In one respect, therefore, we are more independent of the Bhishtee, s
a servant, than of any other domestic. His !_:I:II.EI]L:I:.'l'IlL'!IT. as you will ::lrl';u]];
have g:.rhr:reni, consists in r-'u]hpl?.'in;: us with water, 1::'1':|Hic1t|£=tl}' T.hrl:r'.l.'i.n:_f it
before the house to lay the dust and cool the ground, and, probably, once a
day, pouring it down the drains whilst the Mehtur scours them with his broom
—an operation carefully attended to and followed upin the hospitals and
public buildings, by the drain being sprinkled with lime to prevent effluvia.
If a khuss-khuss tattie be vzed on the pl't:tl:im'.-'- an extra Bhishtee must be
retained to attend to it, as it is necessary that the supply of water be constant.
The labour of the house Bhishtee depends, of course, upon the distance of
the tank from which the drinking water is obtained. If this be short he is pro-
bably afforded some little leisure which he may devote to the service of other
people, by supplying perhaps a small family, a bachelor, or a bachelor’s horse.
What with drinking, culinary, bathing, and waste purposes, the expendi-
ture of water is very considerable. —Taking our own house as uiﬁ:[‘dit]g an
example, the quantity of water brought by the Bhishtee from tank, aqueduct
and well, amounts to sixteen mushks in a day, each mushk containing about
eleven gallons.
A mushk is a leather bag, formed from an entire
. . -:‘!-5\.]. e Sil(,"tl]-!ililitl? the neck being retained as a mouth, and
. T

y= the legs serving as corner handles.

i':', The wages of a '|:Il'i'|.':lt1'! Bhishtee are four roopees

E e : e
S 45_.' per month. The same amount is paid by government

i

during eight months of the year, to about six hundred
of these men, employed to water the roads and drains, and attend upon the
fire engines. These are exclusive of many emplgyed for the former purpose
by private individuals, or by the united subscriptions of clubbing neighbours.

To your notions of things, doubtless, the most
remarkable gervant has yet to be mentioned ;—the
Durzeg, or Tailor, who in eight houses out of a
dozen in Calcutta, is as indispensable a domestic
as the L.L]L'Itllllll.t.'.;iit'= and mi;__;iﬂ, therefore
without inconsistency, have been named
among those of the regular household.
When the immense quantity of linen used g
in India, and the devastation caused by the ( =i
dhobee are taken into consideration, and

when it is remembered that the durzee as-




26

sumes not one of the multifarions avoeations into which the 'l‘.ul'uf{:ﬁﬂm‘ﬁ of the
needle in England are divided, but all, —uniting in his own person the Tailor
—Milliner—Mantua-maker and Sempstress,—the maker of new clothes and
the mender of old, as needs may dictate, it will not be matter of very great
surprise that constant employment should be found for him.

In some large families, indeed, not one, but two and even three durzees may
be seen seated in the verandah, mute as mice, always apparently busy, yet
doing about as much work in a day as most of my fair country-women would
ret through in one-third the time.

The Durzees are Moosulmiins, neat and clean in their appearance, though
not in their habits, and they receive from six to eight roopees per month as

salary.

In this muster roll of servants we have seen those only who are considered
the indispensables : I have therefore yet to notice a few who may be found
in the service of the L:Ipllluul or the old-fashioned.

G Hooklka smoking, being a custom native

¥ 1 to the very .-5r|iL_, is with a great number of
gentlemen born in this country, as inveterate
a IH';u:qu‘t‘. as with the natives themselves.
Numerous European gentlemen, also, acquire
the use of the hookka, though not so com-
monly as in former days, and a servantis
retained for the purpose of attending to it!
He is termed the Hookka Burpag, literal-

ly, Hookka carrier.

I know of few articles of Indian manufacture in which more taste is dis-
played than the hookkas. Many of them are highly decorated and made of
costly materials, some few having cut-glass bottoms of Europe manufacture.
The more usual I;]L‘!i-l_!riilﬂ(l-]l_., hu'lﬂ.'i:u‘r: is u!’]m] ished zine, inlaid with ornaments
of brass, the upper part and mouth-piece being of silver, and the whole
r[*:—ir'm_'_; 0n a ]h;i!ltl?miltl:l‘ little L::'u'iu‘T_.. or lJlJi:-iHJl].' H 1i_;_l,‘1*1"':-'» :-.]Li.l], l]lq_: 11'nlmh}' of
some valourous exploit, or successful shiker,* and dedicated to the hookka’s
especial accommodation.

The Hookka-Burdar, (a Moosulmén) receives five, and sometimes even
eight roopees per month, and attends his master at table with the khid-
mutgar, whom, in external appearance, he resembles.

If allowance ean be made for any one extravagance or superfluity of atten-
dance in Indian life, perhaps, from the importance or value which is here
necessarily attached to the possession of a glass of cold pure water, that of

* Hunt.

— e ———— e
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retaining the man I am about to name may be the most pardonable :—the

Appar—one who has the charge and preparation, not only, as his name im-

plies, of the water (db), but of the wines, beer, and the several table {l{'l'lr:.'u:ivr-a_.,
which depend more upon their refreshing coolness than their flavour for value
and acceptance. Of this man, however, since the introduction of the American
ice, which requires so little attention, it may almost be said—his *° oceupa-
tion’s gone.”’—Where this is not the case his services are expected at the
table, and he otherwise makes himself generally useful, on a salary varying
from six to eight roopees per month.

The man of whom I am now to speak is known—without reference to nice
distinctions and derivations—by the various appellations of Cavera'seg,
Hurgarvu, Pryapun, Peon, or Messenger, and borrows the first name from
the r".“.g.wJ.-.-r[r”.-a or brass |:i]:|.1,q~, 1,'|:||:|t;1i,|1':1|.|_: his master's initin]s, aor the name of
the firm or office to which he is attached, worn on a belt across his breast.
Though commonly attached to mercantile or public offices, where indeed he
forms an 'll:u]i'.-'lm:n-i:l!lr]v assistant, he is yet .;||;-.;_=,-|,~,;'mrm]]}- found in E”"""""“" da-
mestic life, and fhere serves to mark one of its peculiar features, His duty
is simply that of carrying bills, parcels, letters and so forth, in which way
an office will, of course, find for him []]L?llt!.' of r:11'|:-]n:r:.':|mut : but of verdal
messages, whether in Eluhl'l:: or [Jrh'.‘uht affairs, he 15 seldom, if ever, the bearer:
—no ;—yon would 1'1.‘:!“.!.' illm;_{'lm: that the whole business of life here were con-

ll.l]l;_"ll.‘l:] h'_l. f?.’f;#.‘{—:lllg“(‘l! .I‘JUI.".\'.

Even were Europeans sufficiently acquainted
withthe language to trust themselves, they could not well trust the men, for the
delivery of any but the most simple nwssh_r_fs.-, and now, indeed, by a kind of
conventional agreement, to do so would be considered as something akin to a

slight or a rudeness. I know of but one general exceptien,—on oceasions of

enquiry after the sick, when, alike from good feelings and necessity, the for-
malities of life are disregarded,—but at other times, and those times endure
from the rising of the sun to the ;_;n:litlg down thereof, for the remainder of the
year, nothing less than a note will answer the purpose. The very constitu-
tion of society here, arising from the nature of the climate, serves to multi-
ply the oceasion for paper and pens. A lady cannot, in India, put on her bon-
net, nor a man at all times his hat, and step, were it but fifty yards from the
htest affair of

business., Carriage, buggy, or palkee cannot afways be at command without

d-:mr_, to see a friend—or a new i:-.'nrsT.ul::nt_.. or transact the ﬁiig

expense : i ::]L'lt, l.h-:'l'trf'urr, favours economy. If H m:i-_l_'hhuu;- wish to set his

clock—to know the ramnse of the llzwrnn:qnq;lq:r, to borrow the newspaper, or a
i el

friend to invite you to tiffin, to desire your advice, opinion, or aid in the most

trifling matter ;
s

wair of boots, a book from the library, or a cheese from the provisioner’s, these

1 3 3 I ,. :

if an article be rmluirmi from the bazar or the Hl]l]i}.\i----il new

and the thousand little matters which require no enumeration, are all subjects
for note 1:r:||-n-51-iu|m|.{~n:'v. As for the 1.‘|1.|i.||'§te it would be H'll[n‘rﬁalul.lr-i Lo iL1'.I.'I:IIE]1.
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detailing the oceasion which they find for the expenditure of their gilt-edged
chit paper and medallion wafers.—I need only remark that the ladies of this
country, proverbially, write good hands, and with a facility of language and
expression which praclice only can give.—But why talk of the ladies and
their ouf-door correspondence ;—the habit of chit writing is so strong that
members of the same family, living in the same house, correspond by note
from one room to another '—Nay, the very children of eight vears of age re-
sort to pen, ink and paper to borrow from their playmates. ¢ Peter Parley’—
¢ Gooldy Two Shoes’—the ¢ Boys Own Book’ or the last new toy !

In ghort, I think that a greater u:lu:ulfll}' of note paper must be consumed
in Calentta and the other presidencies, than in London, Edinbore', Dublin
and Paris, put together !—and that if one other to the various appellations
of Curry ealers’— Muls™— Ducks,” and ¢ Qui .l'ij.f"x“":"- by which the
society of India has been honoured and distinguished, were needed, it might

characteristically be found in the designation of ** the chit writers.”

Under these circunmstances you will readily believe that, in a large family,
employment, in the small way, may generally be found for servants about a
house ; and that where, to obviate the possible inconvenience of taking them
away from their accustomed sphere of usefulness, a eluprdses be engaged, it
is not exceedingly difficult to preserve him from the rust of idleness.

I may remark, further, that the thoughtless habit which many people have
of ]'L{'L'E]iilg_-': gervants l.III.:I!_"L'L'.‘-i.‘ILI'il_'..’ '|'I.'.:Li1]il_*: at T]tuiiu:ll‘ ['.E.'J[L'rl,: I'_||{:_l; may some-
times be seen enjoying a composing nap), might serve as a further excuse,
were any wanting, for the retention of the chuprisee’s services,

Though last, not least, amongst these extra officials, I may mention the
Jemapar, a respectable man retained by gentlemen of importance, who may

have no time or inclination to attend to other than their official concerns. as

a kind of domestic overseer—chamberlain—Fadladeen—and general confi-
dential assistant, and who acts upon occasions of ceremony as gentleman usher,

The wages of Jemadurs are more variable than those of all the other do-
mestics, some receiving as high as sixteen roopees per month.

The term Jemadar refers, moreover, to a commissioned native officer in the
Company’s army of the rank of Lieutenant ; and in the Police, also, there is an
officer of that name. When Hindoos, all three may be known by the bulky
row of massive gold beads which they wear about their necks; but some-
times they are Moosulmins, in which case a not less imposing badge of office
{common to both in i]]'il‘[l_tl,_‘ serviee) remaing to tlllritill-_'_flli.*ih them,—a formida-
ble looking, ivory handled, and tasseled dagzer, stuck in the commerbund
or waist-band.

Muls—from Mulg-tawnee, a favourite dish and made in perfection at Madras, * Ducks’
the inhabitants of Bombay. Qui ky's—applied to the Bengal folk, amongst whom the pompous
' COMMOon,

call for servants—qui ki "—who waits ? was thought to be characteristics




And now, well timed, here is the Khidmutgar, who, with closed hands and
subdued voice, informs us that dinneris upon table. May my inflictions not
have robbed you of all appetite to enjoy it ! I know not how far our eastern
viands may prove agreeable to you, but trust that our cook miy, upon this
occasion, at least, have shewn his desire to merit the good things I said of him.

You shall see, maugre the profusion, if not confusion, which must neces-
sarily exist where it is the custom to spread cvery thing but pastry and fruit on
the table at once, that, but for the presence of these turbaned gentlemen, the
punkah above yvour head, and the petticoated decanters, as Miss Roberts terms

hem, there miay be little 1n the appearance of a Caleutta dinner table to lead
you to feel you are elsewhere than at Kenninglon. Indeed, so much has the
skill of our London hermetically-gealing purveyors accomplished, that we
might, at times, feel inclined to doubt our locality altogether. Without their
wssistance, however, if you be contented with little variety, Caleutta can fur-
nish forth a very creditable table of provisions. I will not say as cheaply as in
London, or that the khansaman or khidmutgar will always make a point of
testifying to the capabilities of the bazaar, if they even possess the necessary
judgment. Inthe butchers’ market, beef is, I believe, the only meat allowed
to be better in England than in India. Bengal mutton is said by many (ship
commanders particularly) to be superior in flavour to the English.
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! A In the vegetable kingdom, what with the
i N f spirit and persevering labours of our Agri- ;
1 ol By . i : ) | L
{ . Horticultural Society, and the stimulus W\ FA s
B . - i 5 Lt F
|,'|,|r offered to the native gardeners, by the - 3
Yals . . - Sl N =
.F - vearly 5}11-1a|.-:|t;1t|n|1 of priZes, considerable ¢ i fl rj
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improvements have been accomplished,— gl

mMore |-';1'.'*.ie'ul:n']}' in the culture of European and other exotic plants. The

inferiority of the Indian vegetables, native or exotic, has, I believe, hitherto,
been attributable to ignorance, on the part of the native gardeners, of those arti-

ficial means through which the English improve the plants they cultivate, and

e

to neglect of the seasons in which to plant, more especially, of course, exotics.
Nature, in India, does so much for vegetation, that ar, till lately, has, by the
simple-minded Hindoos, the chief cultivators of the soil, been deemed un-
necessary. 'They have thus wanted that stimulus (a sterile soil) which has
made the Scotch confessedly better gardeners than the English, if not the best
gardeners in the world. The attention and experience essential ere success
could be attained in the cultivation of exotics, and the goidance and encourage-
ment already alluded to, have, no doubt, led the natives to acquire that
knowledge and experience which are now improving the guality of all our table
vegetables, Mr. Speede, in his Indian Hand-Book of Gardening,* says—

s Mozt kinds are ruised only by seed, of which the best comes from New South Wi
the next to this is i|;;|_-_|r'|.;;|!.|_' from the f_::I.‘E'n.: of Good E[:---I_..,-I becanse the voyage from I z-

land is too long to expect the seed to preserve its full vigour in the manoer in which it is

pemerally packed : some that has been sent from France in bottles closely sealed down, has

reached India however in very great perfection.  American seed, especially turnip and beet,
ag well ag of the cucumber and gourd kind, and the tomato, is often found very good.”

We have, consequently, upon our tables the greater portion of the vegetables
common to Europe, not (as procured from the bazaar) in the like perfection,
yet many very excellent, Esculent roots in particular, for want of the ne-
cessary soil, it is observed, “*seldom reach that perfection in India that they
attain in Europe.”

].I]I,]l.']ll.'ll.{ll'tlli}': however, of exotic vegetables, we have, of course, those

peculiar to the country, of which, not being learned in Indian horticulture, I
can only mention such as more commonly fall under the observation of

* Thacker and Co., Calcutta.
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En ropeans. [!3.' way of commencement, here is one which I ecan recommend

not alone to your observation, but your taste—the Yam.

The fadian Hand-Book of Gardening says—

* There are several varieties of this vegetable, the roots of all being more or less mealy and

palatable, being easy of digestion and nutritive; it is best dressed by being roasted in the

hot embers after a partial boiling.  The plant has tender stalks climbing® to a great height,
and the roots often grow to so large a size as to weigh from ten to twenty pounds each.”

Another very highly esteemed esculent root, or bulb, is the Turnip-rooted

cabbage,— Kokl Rabi, or knole kole | Brassica canlo rapa, Fig. 2] which in
the estimation and the words of a friend who has paid some attention to its
culture, is * the very prince” of cabbages !

The next, the Shukurkund Aloot is a VErY beantiful and l:rulil".u_' creeper of
the convolvulus species ; its almost interminable arms taking root as they ad-
vance upon the ground, it would be difficult to fix a limit to its wanderings.
The root [Fig. 3] which is considered wholesome and nourishing, is generally
about five inches lﬂl'.:_t. with a red or lnn'lﬂl:'-'h gkin. Itis ofan ;|_1__-;|'|'|';|':|!:‘ flavour,
very tender, and I'i'l'l'.:ll']-'.-".!]:.:l.'HI'.'i'I':_, hence its name of Sugar, or Sweed Pofaioe.
The Kuch-alos, or Kechoo, Arum

colocagia, or |':_'_:1.']|1};|:| Aruin,

is also an edible root, and, when fried, a
fair substitute for the potatoe, when that
vegetable becomes scarce.i There is a
{lllr'-c'riljliun of this lf:;ml, termed Min
kuchoo, not brought to European tables,
which is of gigantic dimensions. One
that I I'L:I:.'H'“- |J|..!at'|1|.‘rll attained the
height of seven feet : the leaves (which,

B R o 4 by the way, are sometimes employed
Lt .,t‘-f LJ-J-— .. by the poorer natives as umbrellas)

PR
O
e
were above three feet in length!

* See rear of Name FPlate,
+ Bulb of the tuberons bind-weed (Convolvulus batatas.)
I The plant, of which Fig. 4 represents the root, appears in the sketch at foot of the Mdn-

Frree LT
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Of the Brinjall, Bygun or Egg-plant (Solanum melongena) there is said to
be a great variety. Those held in chief esteem, however, are, as we are in-
formed in the H. B. of Gardening, the ordinary Purple (1), the large Purple

(2), the tapering Purple (3), the Bombay while attaining a very large size,
the erdinary while (4), and the small wiite (5). It is generally brought to I.‘l.iﬁll*
boiled, eut into two, deprived of its stringy particles, buttered, and covered
with bread erumb, but without all this ]_Jl'l“]:lill‘l'l.tillllfl, and Hilll[]l],' h-:}ih‘.[i_, it 15 a
very delicate and agreeable vegetable.

1.- The Maize or Indian corn, also claims a place amongst
,JH, our vegetables, though, as commonly eaten, with no other
& }r":’,t preparation than roasting or frying, I believe a very un-
[ B 1 " L wholesome one : it is cultivated however, more for the use of

£ i jf‘_x}} cattle than ourselves, and as grown in the hills, is said to be
" et MG EFA superior even to the American. Horses and Poultry, 1 un-
L .- _\H{J ,.-"'*“ vl derstand, thrive amazingly upon it. The inbabitants of
H:I‘ ¥/ % North America, amongst whom it is the principal corn, and
| favourite nourishment, we are told, can hardly believe that
g any people exist who do not use it as part of their food.
The only other native vegetables which I can call to mind as being used
by ourselves, are the Okro, Dherrus or Ramluraee, (1-2-3), not, 1 believe,

0
T

generally liked, on account of the slimy or mucilaginous matter which it
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contains ; the Pulwul (4) (Trichosanthus divica) which is a creeper of the
gourd kind, and used principally for curries; the Kwréla or bitter gourd (5
and 6) used for the like purpose, but from its excessive bitterness, not very
commonly : the plant, particularly in the form of its leaves, is one of the
most beautiful of creepers. To these I may add the Tomalo, or Love apple,
{(7) which, having an acid flavour, is used in soups and sauces, and, in a
green state, as pickle ;—the Jheenga or Turaee, acute angled Cucumber (8-9) ;

the Common snake gourd, or Chuchoonda [1] and a variety of other gourds
which are very common and abundantly productive. Under the hope of long
ago offering these things to- your notice 1 last year planted a bottle gourd,
which, mounting a wall, ran along the roofs of two godowns for the space of
twenty-nine feet, thence up into a peepul tree, from where, having indulged
in a few lofty and fantastic flights, it descended to the ground. You may see
many of the native huts almost buried under the luxuriancy of this prolific
plant.

Amongst the lesser, or less known, country vegetables, which I notice only
because they are Indian, and not for any place they hold in European estima-
tion, I may mention the Singara, or Water Caltrops—a nut “ used in various

ways as a vegetable or roasted like a Chesnut—but having little or no
ﬂ:n'ur 5”—1‘.}![‘ ﬁ'r?.\i&nm‘J H 1 FH:I'I:.;J.”:, hard and tasteless tuberous root, grtm'ing on
the borders of fresh water ponds ;—the Sufna ka Dunta, or bean of the Sujna,
(or Moonga) Tree (Moringa plerygosperme) from the root of which we obtain
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a very excellent substitute for the Horse-radish ;—the Chulta, a sub-acid
vegetable or fruit, either cooked in curries or converted into jelly. With
these may be associated a whole kindred of Sdgs, or greens ; used in curries ;
—Poi Stig—Lal (red) 8dg—=Soolfa-Sdy, and a score of other spinaceous plants,
known by the same general designation and used for the same purpose.*

So much, then, for our vegetables, which, with care and eneouragement in
so fertile a soil, stand every chance in time of equalling the proeductions of
both the north and the south.

Game, though it cannot be said to be very abundant, is yet tolerably
plentiful. Hare, Wild Duck, Wild Goose, Teel, Curlew, Snipe, Sand pipers,
HWidgeons and Orfolans are all [.lrrlL'1L|';|!|n'||;:| and I believe of no inferior order ;
and Fish, during three or four months of the year, is so abundant and cheap
as to have incurred the charge of causing much sickness amongst the poorer
natives who then indulge in it.

The Salt-water lakes, of which I before spoke, yield the chief supplies ; from
the Bhektee L
our fish, varying in size from the bulk of a sea porpoise to that of a mackerel,

-

Coius vecti] one of the finest and most generally esteemed of

down through a long list of varieties to the minutest of shrimps. The tanks
and the estuaries of the sea of course yield their share ; the latter, as far as the
tide carries salt-water, affording that, generally considered, unequalled and
never-to-be-enough praised Indian delicacy the Mango fish,—u feast upon
which, an old Indian gourmand was once heard to declare, was worth a voy-
are to India!

* The leaves of various plants of Urticaces, Ir-\._".._':|‘;__:|J|1i:|__ and other tribes growing wild
in this country, are gathered by the natives, and eaten under the general term of sig ; but
are little known to Europeans.—I. H. B. of Gardening.




Let me now, however,
conduct you where my 2

cherished recollections of your recrea-

3 4 tive hours—the contemplative, quiet-
o l“"':‘”{-f tenour of vour mind—
-'.r".l..IL ] :

—— Enamour’'d of sequester’d scenes, 2
And charmed with rural beanty,™ 4

lead me to believe I am more likely to find matter of interest i
for you than at the dinner table, and where, at the same time, I may shew that,
in hurrying you away from the said table, I am not so disregardful of your
comforts as to forget that the most novel portion of our entertainment has
not been discussed, and that is the desserf. Of this, then,—(the declining
81 E_II:‘I'I]Li_'”.I.'I_*_-;':—I propose inviting you fto lmilr!’;l.]{t: with like lil'illﬁg.li'.'l:
rusticity as when in

== sylvan lodge
——— that like Pomona’s arbour smiled”

our great progenitors received and entertained their Seraph guest ; and whilst,
on similar  hospitable thoughts intent,” proffering you choice of a few of
our Indian froits fresh from the tree, I can at the same time offer you the in-
HP‘L'L"i.;.L”:I of others not Vet in seazon 3 and of those neither common nor in
season I can at least seek the aid of scraps from my sketch-book. It will
afford me, moreover, an opportunity of introducing to your notice a few
oriental plants, the names of which have been as familiarly associated with
domestics in Europe as in India, Some of them T have myself sowed and
reared in anticipation of the honor of your inspection.

Here is the poor MAvLEE, (Gardener) tendering you his sulim, and who in
his choice of a bouquet for your acceptance, has, with more industry than
taste, most L'I'L!‘:."fl!“"_l.' 1!1".]1“:1] each flower :
of its leaves, and h:n‘]ng l':ll..'ll'l.,"tl all the
carmines and scarlets in the centre, af-
ter the most ll.l‘.lp:l'fr".'t‘d fashion, for the
heads of school-boys® tops, has sur-
rounded them with hiz most brilliant
vellows,—these by whatever other va-
riety of colour may be in his collection,
and the whole II}:.' about a dozen formal
green leaves, ;J-Jil'::t'Li with determined

precision as a fringing to the exterior!
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In truth, with that lack of taste and judgment which characterizes the
native gardeners, and the want of inclination on the part of most Europeans,
with whom gardening cannot be said to form a fashionable or customary
recreation, it is but seldom that the gardens of persons in the first circum-
stances in India can boast of one half the attractions which may be seen to
grace the little plots of ground attached to many small houses in England on
a rent of £20 per annum.

As to Europeans, few, [ imagine, beyond the more active members of the
Agricultural Society, feel themselves sufficiently at home in India to take
much interest in the study of its soil as a mere amusement. With a most
thorough disinclination to attend to any matter less important than the main
business of the |3;|:.': their 'I!JLEJ‘.I,]'.-_iL'ﬁ seem akin to those of the traveller whom
the author of “Rurus™ depicts as having arrived at the midday of his jaunt ;
—*¢ He begins to look upon objects in the gross, and forbears to break them
into detail he sinks the florist ; he drops the herbalist ; he gives geology
the cut celestinl.” 8o with most Englishmen in India, who, travellers-like,

pressing towards the haven of their desires, some
e gpot of earth supremely blest
A dearer, sweeter spot than all the rest,”

are regardless of the minor attractions of the way, and, as in their economy,
50 in their pursuits, scorning alike miles, furlongs and barley-corns, mea-
gure but by leagnes. We have therefore, I fear, some time to wait yet ere
the * delightful art of Horticulture shall become a beaten way, smoothed
for all who may have the good taste to aspire at raising into realities the
fabled gardens of the East.”*

The times are however propitious., There has of late been a considerable
increase amongst the members of the Agri: Horticultural Society, indicative
of an increased n;h'\l_:r-._:t' of interest in its affairs, and .l;nun.'th]u:_f like a for has
been imparted to agricultural matters by our Governor General, Lord
Auckland, who, amidst the sterner duties of the Senate, which late most
stirring eventst have rendered of no common measure, yet finds time for
personal enconragement of the lighter, but not less valuable pursuits of peace.
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* 1. H. B. of Gardening. T April 1840.
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No! The period would be unsuited to both, particularly the last, which
should be drawn only in the early morning, and might, possibly, disappoint
vou after all.

This liguor, called Tarree,—or, by Europeans, Toddy—is
obtained from the tree by removing the lower or dry leaves,
making an incision with a knife into the upper part of the
stem,—or, rather, ll.;u"i:lf_f away a gurface of about seven

inches, something in the form of the letter V, and Inseriing

at its base a bit of the leaf of the Palmyra tree, to serve as
a channel through which the liquor, as it issues from the wound, (or excoriated
surface) flows into an earthen vessel which is slung beneath to receive it.
It must be drank almost immediately after removal from the tree, as within
a very few hours it ferments. Before this has taken place it may be boiled
down into sugar, but after fermentation, is distilled into an intoxicating
liguor.

Though 1 could hardly hope, by talking for two hours, to say anything
“ princes of the vegetable kingdom, the palms, which
administer to so many of the wants and luxuries of the natives,™ they are

new respecting those

of too i.lﬂl.ﬂ'ﬁ‘-ililii{ a character to be l::mw:l in silence : more [“ll"if""ill’i} 08
I have often observed that information upon very .l-;iml]]u topics has “been
withheld, E:m:-ull‘ﬂt]}' from a .‘iII.E]lHJHi.T-IIZIEI that it was of too familiar a cha-
racter to be required. I have thus often found myself at a loss upon sub-
jects the most trivial, because my tutors have been so compWmentary as to
suppose I could not stand in need of instruction.

I have further observed, aye, and in works of a scientific character too,
that what were intended as illustrations would rather tend to confuse than
enlighten ; in evidence of which I would refer to * Murray’s Encyclopedia of
Geography,” where the stems of the Palmyra palm and Cocoa-nut are repre-
sented as Lhuug_:h jL]i.l]!.L'[i from root to summit like a bamboo: and a 5]ii|'=' of
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plantains are made to resemble on irregalar bunch of currants, or the coffee-

herry—at least in as great a degree as the object it is intended to represent.

I trust, therefore, to be held pardoned should I appear to affect Peter Parley,

or smack aught of the itinerant showman 1_:,*;1_'1“'11:1i_|;_-_r.‘ to his little auditors—
* This is a Cokee-nut, and this a Tommy-hawk !"

A late writer (M. V. Martins) in a treatise on the * Geographical distribu-
tion of Palms,” states that Asia contains 131 kinds and America 198, Now I
neither purpose entertaining you with a lecture upon these, nor with a run-
ning catalogue of the three hundred and sixty-five uses for which the Hindoos
arve said to celebrate the most valuable of them, but simply to point attention
to the few and principal palms which abound in and about Caleutta.—These
are the Cocoa—the Palmyra—the Date, and the Befel, to which we are decidedly
indebted for the grandest and most pleasingly picturesque features of our
Indian landscape.

In my eves, where—

“ —— high Palmettos lift their gracefol shades,”
little is wanting to render the scene one upon which the imagination can
rest with pleasure. They cover a multitude of deficiencies, and go far to
realize all which our fond recollections have associated with the hero of
De Foe, or the c]!‘lif_{lltfu] i.ll'l:!_'_':l.'l'}' of 5t. Pierre. In short, I will :I.-l‘:.- an artist
to flatter them;
and shade imparted by the morning sun—in towering relief against the clear

whether viewed under the breadth and brilliancy of light

noon-day sky—in sombre stateliness—

# Like ||i|,'LIII'u|:i shadows *gainst the western beam,"”
or in the silvery brightness of * night’s gentle queen,” they are alike beau-
tiful.

The Cocoa-nut, or Nariyul, may, 1 believe, be esteemed the most valuable
of the palms, for every alom of it is applied to some useful purpose.

The fruit, in its first state of perfection, and filled with about a pint and a
half* of sweet liquid (commonly termed milk) is sold for two pice ; as it ripens
the nut becomes lined with a sweet pulp, sometimes eaten in that state and
sometimes cooked in curries, salads, patties and sweetmeats,

Im its more advanced stage, when this pulp has become that thick indizes-
tible mass which 18 sold in the streets of London to little children who have
pence to throw away, and stomachs perhaps of the ostrich kind, and in
which state & 18 not eaten here h:.' ]‘:':Ll'l:rlill:':l.llr'i_. it is, |:|j.' the usnal process of
expression, made to yield oil for our lamps. This it does in great abund-
ance, and as candles are seldom used in Calcutta, the oil is in much demand,
and sells at the rate of from seven to nine roopees per maund.

¥ In Bingapore and other parts of the eastern const where the cocoa-put grows to great perfec-

tion, a mature put will yield five large glasses of milk.
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As it is generally colourless, and free from disagreeable
adour, the manner in which it is used in our table shades
conduces both to cleanliness and economy. This is by

ﬁgﬂ floating the necessary quantity of oil upon water, with

| L..J which the glass burner is half filled,-and in which the
L -Lt"'f wicks, made of cotton twisted round a rush or strip of
e bamboo, are :‘-‘»‘|||3Er(li"|l._‘[| in little tin tube stands. The
‘& lamp thus burns till a mere coating, paper thick, of oil is

wk left on the water, and then with a loud 5|:|thl1'r acts as a

{".-c-

4:'.

I.

After c'\pr'cw-uuu of the oil, the residue of the E}||I|_:l is given as food to cattle
and '|:I-F||.|1.-|_'I. : the latter, I am told, thriving exceedingly

':l!'r'-'fl Ii[- ll|-1||':: Hl]l'” iﬂ l."l.l-'l'l'l.'J'l.l:‘.l!l iII.LHI L“:Ilfl:-i iIILII! |.'l.i.!i"-i anil

self-p xhl:ls_,rhl.-.]li.l.

bhowls(a.) for the common hookas or kulvans of the natives. -‘FE;I

The outer husk, however, of the matured nut, is
perhaps the most valuable part of the whole. Cut
into two parts, and a small portion of the shell
broken away from the interior to prevent serateh
ing, it forms a very excellent brush (4.)—and the i

only one—with which the bearer polishes the tables.

From this, very simple application, trace it through
many minor mannfactures, such as door mats, and bed stufhng, streteching out
into rope for suspension bridges, or swelling into the bulky cable, * towards
which the proudest ship turns her head and acknowledzres her subjection to its
power.”’® [t gathers stréngth from the salt water, is more durable, buoyant,
light and elastic, and cheaper than hemp, but when exposed to the action of
the air or fresh water, is said soon to deteriorate,t and its surface, particularly
when new and dry, is of so abominable a texture, as to gain for it more
anathemas than commendations from those who bhave to handle it.

As the subject of the * uses of the cocoa-nut,”” however, is almost inex
haustible, 1 will only add that the leaves are employed as thatching to the na-
tivé huts, and refer you for further information to the very interesting work of
Miss Mary Roberts, * The Progress of Creation,” wherein she concludes
lier subject by saying,

“ All that is essential to the wants of man, is, therefore, comprigsed in the
Cocon tree. In ln'uullnl' this we may observe, that the inhabitants of the
Nicobar Islands bnild their vessels, make the sails and cordare, supply
themselves with provisions, and other necessaries, provide a cargo of u.rr;;-c*l.ll
vinegar, oil, and coarse sugar, cocoa-nuts, cordage and black paint, with
several inferior articles for fore ign markets, from the multifarious productions

of this valuable tree.” (Page 26.)
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rand more massive form—of somewhat shorter

Of moresober
and more formal, though far from inelegant, figure, stands the Palmyra, or
fan-leaved palm : the 74l or tar—(hence the word farree) of the natives, the
Borassus flabelliformiz of the botanists.

The tarree which is drawn (by a slightly dissimilar process to that I have
already deseribed), from Zhis tree is seldom drank by other than the lowest
order of natives,—being of an inferior, an acid flaver, and, even in its raw
state, spirituous, but is converted into vinegar, spirits and sugar, and is used
instead of yeast, as the leaven of our bread. The difference in the mode of
extracting the tarree consists in wounding the spathe of the flower, and not,
as in the khujoor, the stem of the tree.

Murray speaks of the Palmyra palm, in Hindoostan, as some-
times reaching the height of one hundred feet. My own observa- 1

L

tion has not extended bevond one hundred miles il
L -

north of Caleutta, within which space | have gene- : | 1
rally observed it shorter than the cocoa, and this k 3
seldom exceeds fifty feet. Those, however, who
have travelled, assure me, thatin the province of
Behar, where it flourishes, about fifty feet has §
been the greatest height they have ever known .
it to attain. W

Its uses, like the cocoa’s, are numerous. The fruit, ?
which grows in clusters of twelve, sixteen and, ocea-
sionally, even twenty on a stem, of which there may be as m.l.m' as ten upon
a tree, is about two thirds the size of a cocoa-nut, and
contains from one to five kernels, filled with pulp, similar
to that of the cocoa, and about a wine-glassful of sweet
liquid. These are contained in a hard fibrous husk or
ghell, and the whole covered and united by a thick fibrous
rind, giving form to the entire fruit.

It is the leaves of this palm, generally called the * Fan-
leaved palm®™ which, variously coloured, form those very
indispensible reguisites, hand 1mr|]1".||:|~i varying in size from
three feet in diameter, used by the bearer for his master
or mistregs when or where the large punkah may not be
available, down to the smaller kind of ten or twelve inches.

Superior in utility and interest we next have the Khujoor or Date—the
¢ palm® of the poet,—* common (says Dr. Griffith) all over India, all soils
and situations seeming to suit equally well,”—generally the shortest, the most
variegated and !!'IKI.IT-I:LIIT]}' graceful of the fl._'il.”Ll:'I':.' qu'i.!t'I'.IR.-L—IH.'iiIth frommn
the [_-::'l:uum]—:,'ulm.‘.t-l||'|1'_-' ]_::*1'[|L*:|qliu|:|:;1r]:.' erect—sometimes almost iltil'-li‘.ul'ltu]]}'
across the road, as accident, or the presence of water beneath it, may have
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oceasioned, or gracefully emerging in parabolic curve from the bank of the road
side or the pool, and overshadowing some humble hut, its appearance and
sequestered position might seem to offer a locale for the imagination of our
poetess ;—
* Where stately palm trees, with their feathered leaves, i
Bending as though to bless the favored spot,
Stood in their wonted grace.

{ Migs M. A, Noakes.)

I regret, however, that in place of the
famed date fruit of the East, and which the
land of Ishmael alone furnishes
in perfeetion, [ can only offer you
a diminutive, tasteless, purple
brown E][‘J'I‘}':. alt |J_'_1'('1,]|ur1l|11.l.'u1't|1'rl.'
of its great name,

This inferiority is, I presume,
attributable only to the difference
of soil, as Dr. Griffith states that
he is unable * to point out any distinction
between this and Pheniz dactylifera, the
true date palm™* and the invariable * Palm tree’ of Scripture. -

The tarree, the “ freshening wine’’ of the date, I need not, more L~
than I have ;ﬂr-:;ul}' done, divest of its 1:4:{-lir:. interest. It is sweet and agreeable,
and during the cold weather mornings, when “ khujoor russ /* forms one of
our city cries, appears to be plentifully sold amongst the natives. Though it
is not used, like the fdl russ, or palmyra palm juice, for the yeast of bread,
it more than compensates for its shortcoming in that respect by the variety,
utility, and abundance of its produce in other forms. The Editor of the
¢ Caleutta Journal of Nat : History,” referring to the labours of his friend and

colleague Dr. Griffith, and to the value of this tree, as deseribed in his
“ Palms rJJI" Brilish E. Indic,” observes:—*° the Plenie Sylvesires, |L|:~c'|1u1'\l__'rh:,
or Khujjoor, affords a wholesome drink, © palm wine,” when fresh. Fermented, |
this becomes vinegar; fermented and distilled, arrack, an ardent spirit, which
on redistillation becomes pure alcohol. The fresh juice boiled down affords
1-12th of its quantity of treacle, which again yields } of pure white sugar.
Each tree yields during the cold season ten gallons of juice, from which eight
1:;:-1““]:; of sugar, or an equivalent proportion of spirit or vinegar is obtained.”§
You may observe that the lower portion of the bark of the stem, like
the back of the armadillo, is 1]Li-;'l1]:.' and :I'l.lll':‘_':']ﬂ:.' scaled, whilst the upper is
% ¢ Buchanan Hamilton considers it the wild state of the true Date Palm, so much cultivated in
Arabia and Africa, and states, that on comparing young plants he had not been able to see the
smallest difference cxcept that the Arabinn plant was rather the largest and more vigorous."
The Palms of British East Fndia. By Dr. W. Grifith, Cal. Jour., Nai, Hisl.
1 Preface to vol : v. p. viii.
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indented into steps : these are formed by the cuttings and breakings I have
already mentioned, made for the purpose of extracting the tarree, during the
orowth of the tree and gradual elevation of its crown. This process, this
freshening of the wound, being repeated every morning and evening, and
generally continued during a whole year or season, will at once account for
the depth which the hollows at length assume. On the following year, most
probably, when the tree has increased in height, a new surface is exposed
about a foot higher up, on the other side of the stem, and thus year after
year they increase ; so that, supposing this to be continued regularly for any
number of years, the age of a tree n'.’,:_-;’fﬂ, be determined 'ﬂ:r the number of its
furrows |

Of far more delicate structure, and rearing its little five feathered plume
high above the date, is the Areka Cafechu, the Sooparee, or BHetel-nut.
Straight as a bowman’s shaft, it appears like some mighty arrow shot from
the heavens into the bosom of the earth; and you are at times inclined to
wonder how, small though its head be, so delicate a stem (but three or four
inches in diameter) can hold against an equinoctial gale ; but I need hardly
tell you it bends like a willow.

The nut,—which has been compared to a large nuhlm_:_r,—ir;_‘__m
about an inch and a half long,—grows in clusters like those of R

the other palms, and is used by the natives (* much more im-

moderately, states Dr. Griffith, by the Burmese and Malays
than the Bengalees®) in that singular preparation pdn. For
this purpose it is cut into small pieces, one or two of
which, with a little kuf’h or catechu, and a smearing of
chunam, or shell-lime, are wrapped in a leaf of the befel
pepper (piper betel), hence, by association, the prefix of *“ Befel” to the arcka
palm nut.

Pin is in use amongst all ranks of natives, females not excepted, and with
no other difference than that amongst the higher classes it is |_J['l.'|:lurL'l.] with
greater choice and nicety : aromatics, probably, are added to the ingredients,
the enclosing leaf is fastened together with a clove, and the whole is distin-
guished by the name of kdpoor pdn. To my taste, however, nothing could
make it endurable. I once, upon an occasion of ceremony, thought it in-
cnmbent on me to taste one ]ll'l.'i.'!i-li"litl.'l'] by a Rajah, and was not a little
glad to know that its presentation, according to native etiquette, permitted
my immediately taking leave.

The nut of the sooparee, when charred, forms one of our finest dentifrices,
whilat the use of E1:'L|t acts as a destroyer of the teeth.

—— Let me tantalize you no more—as you cannot eat cocoa or
betel nuts, it is time I should offer you something of a more edible charac-

ter.
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Here is the far famed Mango, to a feast upon some twenty or thirty of
i . “
'y which 1 have known persons who have sat down and thought
& s, m :
™ themselves moderate ! H:.' the most moderate, however, it is eaten

rather freely ; the only harm (some persons read * good™)
which 1t 1s thul]:r:ht‘ sometimes to occasion, I}f-]ng that of
t_‘{H'L'I.'iIIg the ]?:!-tll.' with boils—ecommeon enougrh without
their aid, pu:l't'l:“ula:-l}' amongst children, but increased
_ _ by any excess in the use of fruit of this nature.
‘-.--"E.-hwf'?_r:?'_ ¢ ) Delicions as most persons esteem the mMango, I
| have met with those to whom the very odour of it
was offensive. The variety of flavor, however, in
this fruit, is very remarkable ; and I know of none,
Lunbtql.:l::utlv, uponthe first choice of which would so much depend the question
of itz E.‘rlt.*:IF:I;'Ir ht;nn[n.cl a8 A Ill.lll.dl.:. to he 11L'r,.|14_'[i, or g 1‘]||||_l__l: to be abhorred.
V.‘Lrirr:{ in the mango is not confined to Aavor, but extends to size and colour,
I think it is the Malda mango |:l!1-‘-'~1.t‘[!|!11'[] one of the |J|_'5;‘r,‘.| which I have at
times observed glowing in the combined radiancy of red, green, orange and
yellow. In reference to size, there is not less variety than in flavor. Whilst
one kind (the Bembay) is so diminutive as sometimes to weigh but one or two
ounces, another, termed the pucke-miffa, is known to 1.1'::1';']& about two
pounds ; but I am informed that the latter kind are of little value. The stone
of the mango oce ulncq about one half the bulk of the fruit, ..:||:|¢|, as the Lm]l:-
which is soft and yields a coloured gelatinous juice,
adheres firm]y both to the stone and skin, the mango gy,
ig not a fruit the most 1’:4:1Ln~||.u:|:|1l].' ;l,d;q?lr::l. to the L

dessert table. Let me not forget, however, that the
fame of the mango is not confined to the dessert;
though, indeed, if London folk, as I observe,
travel all the way to Oude for a king's sauce, |
I,Im:.,' will 11:[]':“}' ]'t"iil'l]l'l.'! to be told of mango
and ehutnee, with which

pickle—preserve
we are all familiar.

Consulting my own taste, there are none
of the Indian fruits which I would sooner
offer to your notice than those which now,
pendent in a ponderous bunch of precisely
one hundred together, present themselves to
your view—

“ Plantaing, the golden and the green.'

The tree with its immense massive and
hl.'i.".:]lt green |1:1L1.'E.=', 1.1']|icl], like the cocoa's,
droop in graceful bendings, and spring nearly
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all from one centre, presents another of those pleasingly associated objects
so truly characteristic of the Indian picturesque. The natural form of the
leaf, as you may observe in those which are young and strong, is a solid, un-
broken mass from the root to the point, whilst the outer, older, and conse-
quently more dry, have been shaken by the wind into shreds resembling the
foliage of the cocoa-palm.

The Plantain of the East, and the Banana of the West Indies are so far
identical as to be but varieties of the same family. Mr. Speede indeed says,
that the sort eaten here as a fruit should more properly be called the banana ;
but as we have it on the authority of Dr. Royle that both the plantain and
banana *“ must be natives of Asia’ there can be no reason 1 presume why
we should deprive the former of its name. Baron Humboldt, in referring to
the culture and amazing productiveness of the plantain and banana, of which
he speaks indiscriminately, says ‘It is to be doubted whether there is
another plant in the world which in so small a space of ground produces
guch a mass of unuriﬁhing substance,” and adds a caleulation that *° the
amount of nourishing substance obtained from a banana ground is as 133 to
I when compared with the growth of wheat, in the same space ; and as 44
to 1 of potatoes.” Though he here refers to the West Indies, the estimate
I am tuld_. 15 ;i;'ln]_!l].i_q‘.:l.bll! to the Fast.

This valuable and most substantial fruit comes to perfection in about eleven
months. It is, throughout, a mass of firm, sometimes mealy, sweet pulp,—
both in scent and taste not altogether unlike a ripe pear. The tree, bearing
but one flower, large, handsome, massive and purple,
yields, therefore, as I said, one immense spire of fruit,
and is then cut down. Reproduction takes place from
a shoot, which, when the old plant is cut down, has
obtained the height of four or five cubits, and yields
fruit some three or four months afterwards.

Of these there are nine principal kinds. The description
generally held in the most esteem is a small variety of the
Chapa or Champa, termed Cheena Champa, but in my
estimation that called the Mufdmdn is by far the finest.

Another, termed the kueh-kéla (°° raw plantain®™) which is very large, hard and
acid, is used as a culinary vegetable. The body of the tree, and the flower,
H l':.l:l.. are I'_fl:]-[]l-;l;"l;] i.l'lli:l I:':'Ill'r]l,,"f'j, rth" }L':l'l.'[_:.ii dare l:':‘\..‘.l,:'!l'."\-;'l-'l‘.l:.' '||..‘i.|,:|:]... !l'll;"ﬂl.i(_flillﬂl _I"-:I
k\i\-_ as cooling applications, or dressings, and, by the buttermen and

= others, as wrappers to their various wares.
Here —
“ On its slender twigs, low bending,™
we have the Pomegranale
* full of melting sweetness."”
It contains a mass of seeds * surrounded by a juicy sub-




arcld ;1-|||lJ," but does not grow to perfection in Bengal. The bark of the root

-

of this tree is, I suppose, one of the most powerful astringents known in

medicine, and hence an invaloable vermifure,

This is a fruit called by some . ; P
*“gweet sop,” but commonly known T ey qi%
h?" the general designation (being bui e e A A .'"__-.:,}':"-‘-cl-. _
a variety) of the Custard Apple, con- T : "‘wh \ ! *Hg'i- ==
taining an immense 15I1=;|.:;|i1_'. of seeds

covered by asoft pulj

of rich and greatly esteemed "
flavor. Indeed many persons consider it one of the fnest
fruits we possess,

The Bullock’s Heart—Noona Ata, or salt apple, called

also the netted custard iLJ:-|J|.{'., 18 a coarser and less nceeptable
fruit of the same genus.

We have here another amongst the most ]Ii;:hl:l.' esteemed :_:1'-':-r||:;".:.' 18
= of our Indian Orchavd,—the
A o B y  Shaddocl, 1I]:||'.|:-:-'i|:;~'|' or

%" P 3 Pampelmonse from the

N . 1 2
. - French) or, as commonly or
= Ty - o ¥ -
o =l eiad. . Pumides’los
P vilrarly termed, Pumee low,
i T, -
I
I'-:\::i e .} the larrest of the oranoe
- ; g
J tribe. When thoroughly e,
.
J beine of an exceedingly a i
able sub-acid Aavor, it i renerally o great favourite.

vhich resemble the orange blossoms used on bridal occasions,

{ i 3 ! ] II Y 1 | " 1 . 1 1 ¥ | L % e I AL
and are not unlike those of the Bél, with which the Hindoo women decorati

The flowers

TR b - . 1Ly 1 2k 3 ¥ wral - L
Their dark fowing hair on some festival

are of a chaste white, and scent the whole air around them with the most

delightful fragrance.

“ . o v q . . o . y
L he Grrava 158 a frant which. to foreieners i Feneral, Dane alone renders

at all -l.i'l'L|.-|-L|J|.:'- if 1t ever become so. To & ne vly arri
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taste, even if the strong odour, which is positively forbidding, has allowed
him to go so far, seldom has any charm. One, however, of the many varieties,
the small West India or strawberry guava, is said to be “ extremely delicate
in flavor ' and another, termed the Paina Lal Peedra, 1 do not, myself,
think unpleasant. Whether I should have ‘l]!m]g]![ thiz on my arrival in the
country, I much doubt.

I should wot omit mentioning that for felly the ruava is in high repute.

Ambrosia to wild hyssop,—the Arabian fiz to a hedge-sloe —or a
citron grove to a tannery, is, however, as the guava to the Jac fruif!
This Er-lmli'ruu.-i l]l‘lIli!l!‘t-lllll—ﬂl‘li"i k% ]Ll:l;::: th‘l':l-l'tl'l'it}' for the l:lih of? Pomona,
which you may observe yonder clustering in numbers round the stem from
which it springs, is by many persons held to be, not only free from disagreeable
odour and taste, but of * excellent and approved good quality !** In order
to the assurance that I was not influenced by pre-
judice, (the offensive odour lying chiefly in the 3

. . s . !
1|:||_|_'h coatinge or HE.;'III. _[ Wik, 1L[I|]EI an OCCasion, 4 %

induced to taste one, but the result proved [
only the confirmation of my dislike and .
very lowest opinion. It is filled by a mags 4
of slimy, pulpy, sickly substance, .
covering the seeds, which,I may add,
are sometimes roasted and eaten as y
nuts, :.*i.'l,il:l. to i'c:—il*:l'.'h]x: l';lf'.*-l:l.'l‘hi:: or - .
cooked in curries.

As, then, I can say nothing in its
;.;-r,'-,i.-u: as ;llj"}':.-.f,l'. let mie at least report
fairly of what claim it may have on your
attention as a ewriogify;—and if a fruit
that springs directly from the stem of the
tree,— that IIL'I.‘:L"-i.IIIIl-Jlu“_'n' attains 1|.l':l|'i:|.'
three feet in length, and seventy pounds
i weight, be no 1:|1|."1|:|:-"tl}'_.. then Gulliver
himself must dwindle into a mere every-
:|;1:..' traveller and truth-teller. But this
is not all ;—a more singular cirenmstance
connected with it is, that the finest are
gaid to be irl'n:lln't'd from the roots,
beneath the surface of the ground,
where their presence is detected
by the cracking of the earth,
and the odour :wi:;;-lln_:; from the Tl

fissure !
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Strong in all contrasts with the last, here is one. I thinlk,
amongst the sweetest—though not the most wholesome—of

the Indian fruits—the Leechee. Upon removing the oute: i

and singularly rough and roseate coat, the fruit presents | rxﬁ:‘_‘-“
Ay g ot 3 4 1 el ] 1 " 35 T 1 o '.. I\'\- %
the appearance of an immense flexible pearl, or A e

moonstone, yvour only 1ii:~';|l:-|_:|l:ui||.| ment in which is o
finding the seed occupy more than two-thirds of the

-

l'jlril'l:' |:|||.II'C:| '|1-I:Ii|'EI I‘; :LI]I]I[[ 1][5:[’ (IE‘ il HI]“]H {'-Lflll_l_]ii.||||..
It was originally from China, but is now fully natu-

ralized to India. When ]'i|;||_: its appearance 18 %=

ceedingly rich and beantiful.

Though procurable only as a rarity in Bengal 1
may here mention afruit of which I am stronely reminded by the flavor of the
leechee, and to which all travellers and writers. when

oy e . u : o A
describing Eastern fruit, seem to agree 1n rendering

P, ""E. priority and pre-eminence—the Muangosteen. The
g : ] i
-_a-""t"'-' -

- = Mangosteen is a native of the Eastern Isles. Its size
3o - Tl s " 1 . 1 a

Sl Wil 15 that of an apple, and the flavor of the pulp, which

is contained in a thick rind, T can .-:||_-L' compare ta

a combination of that of the mango and the leechee. Tt o rtainly merits a
great deal, if not all, that has been said in its favour. Never having been so
fortunate as to visit the Archipelago, I can only offer my report upon some
specimens lately brought round, by a friend, on board one of the eastern

steamers.

The mention of this fruit reminds me of another. native
= - L] ¥ - - i w ."
of the same s0il, which has notoriety of a far different 3
character. T have exhausted .:'-c:-mlj;;-_-];.;.::.”, in Hi”\""k]”.'—f T

of the Jae—and can only say that if all T have heard 'S

of the Dorian be true, it as far overtops the jac in
repulsive offensivenesss as that fruit does the guava !
Imagination itself can hardly go further '—Yet those who have eaten of the
Dorian, assure me that once tasted, its repelling odour is forgotten in the
flavor of a * delicious custard 1 —For myself—regarding the nostrils as surely
the sentinels to the |i-'.|.|.'Llc‘, as the ]::1|:1rl- 15 to the stomach, I confezs 1 should
not feel inclined to encourage any breach of discipline.

Judging by the dried specimen of the fruit (which, when over ripe, bursts,
as you here see it) one might conceive that Nature herself had clothed it in a
of

vauzr-de-frise—a fence of Hll!lfl"i“:n in order to warn off the venturesome
and the corious. It is hardly too much to say of it that it might form
an efficient military caltrop, which would not only gall by its points, but
stifle by its odour!




116

The Longan or Aus-

"
' ™y phull, .(known also as
B i"? = the wild lee-

i Ld chee) (1) and the
: :‘;b b % R Wampee, (2) are
’*‘f!'l A fruit of some-
“ﬁ’ ﬁ\l / : what the same cha-
‘l;aif % 1 M4 racter as the leechee,though
*i 1 much inferior to it. A
.,".;‘I‘@{"h"; good wampee, however, which is

S e X :
r ¥ wig® of an agreeable acid flavour, is by

¥ no means unacceptable.

il The Loguat also (3), may, perhaps, be classed with the

more choice of our Pomona’s gifts. As in the case of the leechee your only
regret is that its tmnptlng exterior—its delicate, velvet like orange coat, should
cover so small a quantity of fruit—the stone oceupying full two-thirds.

The Longan, Wampee and Loquat are generally about the size of a large

cherry, and were all m*i!_;.'i_uu,l]:; from China. i e
Here, carefully enclosed in its loose great i L

coat, is a little fruit, by no means ill-flavour- Ja N 'tj.f- :.r'hi& P,

ed, which some persons have dignified with . =% R N

the name of Gooseberry. Itis the Tiparree, iy _.—5' » iy
L] L - N yFr ]

a species of winter cherry, which, beyond ™ d

the circumstance of its being of the dimensions

of the gooseberry, can no more be compared to that fruit than to the grape.

iy £ (PR

_l{_.{'_.-': Let me not ﬂjl‘i_fl:!"[ the

“ Spreading tamarind that shakes,
Fanned by the breeze, its fever cooling fruit.”

which, pendent from its beautiful,
delicate, but vast foliage, is rather-
ed, as the poet half informs you,
for the sake of sherbets, syrups and
oL o I - COTBETVES.

Neither must I omit to ==
notice the valued companions
alike of the revel table and
the sick man’s chamber—the :
fragrance-giving Lemon and the i
% piercing lime.” Both are plentiful and cheap, growing to perfection even
in Caleutta. The acid of the lime is much sharper than that of the lemon,
and the form of the fruit is smaller and rounder.
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The fragrant Citron, also, brilliant and rich in

_'5”;'&&_ < its coat of gold, and which, if titles belonged of

1'i_-_;'|'.l Lo |:|r:|1||j.'? mi_::h! claim that of |-:i||._'_: of limes,
or queen of lemons, attains to a very large size here, and
forms an esteemed preserve. The juice is
used for lemonade,

. of course,
Yonder very singular palm-like looking tree is the
celebrated Papmw or Puppia, common alike to the Easi
and the West Indies, it being matter of dispute to which
of the two countries it originally belonged.

St. Pierre, in deseribing Virginia as having planted a seed
which in three years became a Papaw tree twenty feet high,
might well say * loaded with ripe fruit.” You may observe
l-hE:.]I'I_- after the manner of the cocon nut, clustering round the
crown of the stem to the number of a hundred together.

The fruit, {a.) which on being cut open resembles a melon,
is by many persons held in high esteem, and when allowed to
ripen on the tree 15 very sweet, Here it 18 eaten raw, sometimes
with the addition of sugar, but in the West Indies is said to be ** boiled and
mixed with lime juice afd sugar, or baked like apples.™

The most extraordinary circumstance in connection

with this tree was first mentioned, says Murray,
(article West Indies)—by Brown, who, in his
Natural History of Jamaiea, states that * waterim-
pregnated with the milky juice of this tree makes
all sorts of meat washed in it very tender.”” That
“ eight or ten minutes steeping will make it so soft
that it will 1||.'c:|i} in l]i:::'i".-a. from the h'-ir-l‘., before it is
roasted, or turn to rags in boiling.” —Further, as

declared by other travellers, * that old hogs and

poultry, which are fed upon the leaves and fruit, how-
ever tough the meat they afford might otherwise be, are
thus rendered 1::'|'ft't!£i"-.' eatable, and excellent too, if used as
soon as killed, but that the flesh soon passes into a state of
irlltl‘i[ﬁt}'-h The VEry 1.':Lp|:||u':rt1 the tree 13 said to * serve
lFIL" ]:Ill.I_'E}I'J:‘il."; i! |:||;_'i||._'_f I:I]HI_(HH;[]'_‘[ ;||| I.}il.l'l:]il.'.]'“'ﬁ- Lo Fll!‘;l'll'ill:l
the fowls and meat from its trunk, to prepace them for the
table,”
This extraordinary property—attributed to the filrine in
the juice, (discovered by a celebrated French Chemist, )
bt | | 5[["351_“_’,[(‘(‘ [t]ln. I!i!.l.i l]l.'l."'u'illl.]."it:f hf"'li ."||||.|I]‘|.|-‘“|\[|.
to belong to the animal kingdom,” is well known
here, though not applied to the same extent.
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Meat is rubbed with the milky juice of the fruit, and small portions of the fruit
itself are occasionally cooked with meat carries with the same view,

As to Melons, though several varieties of the sweet kind are known to cul-
tivators, we meet with but two in our Bazars. The first, Khurbooja. (1) is
I:"[It]lt]:l:lllt}': whether :::_lrn_u_'l_l'_-,' I cannot g4y, termed the Musk Melon /Cueu-

mis Melo), and the second, the Phootee (2) /C. Momordica,) The latter, Dr,

Voigt says, is, when young,a good substitute for the common cucumber ;

when ripe, after bursting spontaneously, is eaten with sugar, and considered

little inferior to the Melon, and very wholesome,

They are of course chiefly eaten during the hot geason, and in common
with most other fruits 1n the Caleutta J'[ILLI']{L"1H_, are very l'|!IL'iLih

Least amongst our garvden offerings 1 have to name the

Jumrool, or Malay Apple (1)—the Byur, or common native

hard green plum (2] —the Golad Jimun or Rose Apple
LY |:-"]:': the ;'1|:|i;::LT.irI:‘. or Avocado Pear |:-'l'-: and the Beél {:r',

s
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juicy, and esteemed for its °° thirst killing” coolness, of little or no flavour ;
of the second that it should, 1 believe, be shunned by persons of less delicate
habits than ploughmen or blacksmiths ; and of the third that a erushed hand-
ful of rose leaves and a little sugar would be nearly as acceptable. Its odour
is its chief recommendation.

The Alligator pear looks tempting on the bough, but its looks belie it : T can
likken it only to a soft raw vegetable, which requires salt and pepper to make
it palatable. Thus prepared, I have heard it compared to an English melon.
In the West Indies it is eaten with lemon-juice and sugar, or pepper and
vinegar. The Bél, or thorny Bengal quince, is of an agreeable odour, but par-
takes of too sickly a flavour to be a table-fruit. Dr. Roxburgh, however, speaks
very highly of it, as being much esteemed for its nutritious, warm, and cathar-
tic properties. With the addition of tamarind, it appears to be much used and
esteemed for sherbet. There is another fruit, bearing some degree of resem-
blance to this, termed the Kut'h-Iél—or wood apple (6)—which isin use only
amongst the natives, and in little estimation even with them. It contains, when
ripe, a sub-acid pulp, which before maturity is excessively acid. In this state it
is c:dr.‘:sinn;t]l}' converted into chutnee, or cooked |:|:|,' the natives as a 1.'{"!_51'!”!;]1‘,
The little beads which you may observe worn by the palkee bearers round their
necks, are drilled from the shell, in which, like the cocoa, the fruit is enclosed.
With these I may also name the Kumrunga, (1) afive celled and very acid fruit,
much esteemed for tarts ;—the Kuronda, (or corinda) (2)—if of this country,

N | 3
10 R L :

eep purple—but if the China description, a pink and white berry, used,

i
when not quite mature, for the same purpose, but when ripe of an agree-
able sub-acid flavor ; the Thot or Mulberry, the introduction and eultivation of
gome better \'il:’;ll'[:I,' of which would repay the trouble ; the I'.:f,-.l_al.'.-._rln'r.l, or Paneola
plum, (3) a small pulpy, but very astringent fruit,—rendered palatable, how-
ever, by being rubbed between the hands ; the Jamoon, or Java plum, (4) an
astringent sub-acid black berry, occasionally prepared for the table by being
covered with salt and well shaken between two plates ; the Umra or Hog-plum,




(5) an acid fruit, used only n curries ; the Phulsa or Grewia, (6) a dark purple
coloured little berry 5 the Afte Jam or Olive, (7.) and Julpaee or native olive,
(8) neither of which are other than seldom seen—thought of—or esteemed.
The kuronda, I may mention, makes a delicate jelly, and, from greater deli-
cacy of flavor, is preferred to the mango for the stewing of mango fish. FEn-
wassant —the fish to which I have just alluded (termed by the natives fupussee
mutchlee) is supposed to have taken its English name from the circumstance
of its coming to market—to net I mean—in the season of the mango-fruit.

With respect to Eurepean and many other foreign fruits I may state, gene
rally, that very few will grow in the plains of Bengal, and but with care and
as rarities in the hills and other parts of Hindoostan. The Orange, however,
iz abundant in H:{]]u't, and the northern parts of India, the Calcutta markets
having a plentiful supply in due season. Grapes also, which may with great
care be produced even in Calcutta, though their flavour hardly repays the
trouble of rearing them, are otherwise abundant and superior in various parts
of India. The spots most celebrated for this fruit are Asseerghur, and certain
other places, as Sultanpore in Oude, &c. Dehlee, and its vicinity, with the
whole of the north-western provinees, yield an abundant supply of the com-
mon grape of Europe and the long grape of Persia,—the latter containing
but a single seed. These rival in taste, and much exceed in size, the best grape
of England, and altogether may be pronounced as a fruit reaching to very
considerable perfection, with less care than is bestowed on the eulture of itin
other countries.

It is, I believe, easy to abtain grapes, 'L'.';'.:Il'lE,II;_"(l. in lZL}'l']":-'u of cotton, and
packed in baskets sent from Cabool. They come to hand in a very fresh
state, but must be eaten immediately, as they rot on exposure to air. In
a conversation with the present Unieer of Cabool, Dost Muhummud Khan,

when in Caleutta, on the rich iH'l:Hl.LLI."!ElH'I."'II.I.'ﬁ"l of his country, he referced with

|:rL‘l|]i;U' !rh-;L:il.H'{' to the l:m]’v:'ﬁun and the abundance of its grapes,—il thousand
bunches of which, he said, were ]Jl‘:lt'llTilhl-:: for six or seven roopees. He
intimated, however, that the kind brought to Hindoostan was not the real
Cabool. or Kandahar grape, which was too delicate to be EH’EJ'.I:.T]L[ B I1:I.1', bt
an inferior description from the borders.

Of late America has :-;'.|l]]ﬂic~:|_ ug with both il.[]]!-h: and grape, ]?I'H-]I:.{hf i
ice, and when first opened out, fresh as if just from the tree ; like the grapes

from the north-west, however, neither will keep long after exposure.

Then have we
1 1T -||1|||| of vegetable life, beyvond whate'ér
] The poeLs imaged in the golden :LH-"' —
the Ununnaz or Pine Apple, which grows to such l]l!:'f-:'l'ii.l:l-li, although said to
have been much neglected in India, and is so plentiful and cheap in oul

markets, that I might, without much impropriety, have named it amongst the
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fruits belonging to the soil. It is said by Botanists to have been originally
indigenous to America, and carried thence into Africa and Asia. The fact
however, of its being found in western Africa, growing wild and profusely in
unfrequented spots—shooting most vigorously—yielding fruit abundantly-
assuming all the character of a native, and even sporting into varieties strik-
ingly different from the appearance of the supposed original plant, has given
rise to doubts on this point ; but as almost as much is said by Dr. Royle in
reference to its wild profusion in Ceylon and Burmah, and other parts of
the East, and ke appears to see no reason for doubting its being “ exclusively
an American family’ the question has probably been set at rest.*

As to the encouragement met with in the naturalization of foreign fruit,
and the possibility of our obtaining many more than we do, 1 may mention
that in the Honorable Company’s Botanie Gardens at Saharanpore, of which
Dr. Royle was superintendent, were cultivated the Peack, Nectarine, Apricol,
Plum, Pomegranate, Grape, Apple, Pear, Quince, Mulberry, Fig, Almond, and
Walnui ! To these, as procurable from the soil, I may add the Raspberry
and Sfrawberry, the last being brought to great perfection nearly all over
India, though not seen in our market. The peach, now IIEI.rl_t|':|_]].:.-:|_'|:J to all
parts of the country, and the l’lg, l!m'llgh mﬂ}' of asmall kind., are obtainable
in the Calcutta markets. The apple is stated to succeed well in the southern
parts of India, and said to be excellent at Bangalore and in Tirhoot, and,
t|:ll::II.:|_§.;]l small, of a ;.a;nud qu:l.lit}" in most parts of northern India. None,
however, of these ever make their appearance in the Caleutta markets ; but, as
I have said, we have of late been indebted to the American ice speculators for
a very fair supply of this fruit which is sold at the rate of about eight for
the roopee. Dr. Royle states that apples “ are remarkably fine at Peshiwar
and Cabool,” but a friend assures me that the Cabool apple is ** but a poor
affair at best.” That from America is the codlin, of which, with your non-
pareils, pippins and russetives, you at home would only condescend to par-
take in tarts and tll:lt:uirl'-l:ug!-'-.

We have, perhaps, yet time for a hasty glance at a few of the produe-
tions of the soil, which, as 1 before observed, by reason of their oriental
character, and connection with domestics, from the equator almost to the
;m];‘, will be sure to afford yOu S0me interest. If I dared lL'l-'[E"IIIE]l- more—if 1
could be your L'l]l]l.!]'.tliiuu and lead you forth Lo view all ht]:i{:h, even 1n &
small eircuit around Caleutta, would be found to possess enough of the botan-
ically interesting to attract, it would furnish matter for a sojourn on your
part of not a day but a month.

® ] have seen them growing wilid oo the shores of the Arracan gronp of Izlands ; and .]iulm}' sAYS
—* h Papa! in Singapore they are so0 big—immensez ! and, obh my! so0 delicious! and then when
vou cut them, so jm::.-r that I'|||'1I.' fill the |l]=lu with _'|||i.|.'n.' . ahd 80 -:'|:|r|:a:|.|| 1"—HBut for all l:.|'|r|_-}' AL &0
cheap they are so dig that the Chinese cut them in four, and sell them in quarters.”* Nofe from prri-

rale correspondence.




l 'I'I."H[Illlll illlll"{‘d ll’ﬂ[] }'"'Il

— through the maze
Embowering endléss of the Indian fig."”

e Wt that kind for fruit renown'd,
But such as at this li:'l_'.'1 to Indians known,
In Malabar or Deccan :i;l!e':|||.‘- her arms #

Branching =0 broad and long that in the ground

The bended twigs take root, and danghters grow

About the mother tree, a pillar’d shade

High over-arched, and echoing walks between.'*®

{ Par. Lost.)

Thence through the jungle of that ** giant grass™ the bamboo, the beauty,
grace, richness and delicacy of the foliage of which is, I think, unsurpassed.
I would conduct you, not only through the wild beanties of the jungles, with
their ¢ rich tapestry”—* those splendid creepers, which hang their fantastic
wreaths upon every adjacent bough™t and where

& ——— the wandering eye

Unfixed is in a verdant ocean lost,”
but, upon more cultivated, thongh not more prolific ground, take you a flor-
ist’s tour.

Here, though I am unable to state whether Thomson is correct in 5;!:,"1r1g
that our Flora is of * richer sweets,” I can certainly grant with him that
ahe is of * bolder hues” and will add of bolder figure also. = Indeed, almost
every blade and leaf of vegetation appears to be on a gigantic scale—Ilending
;-;rv:l.-t effect and beauty to a distant appearance, but detracting from the sense
of enjoyment on a nearer approach. In the delightful, sequestered little nooks
and retreats of our native land, we may love to stroll, to loiter and recline,—-
whilst here, the impulse appears rather to advance in quest of what distance
pictures as more enticing. .

I should not, therefore, invite you to recline * beneath the Hl:lrl.‘iltlllil_s.'.' tama-
rind®™ lest rheumatism come of wet grass, or a burning fever of the hot sun
whilst the insects by their dimensions would offer you but little inducement
to share their society or dispute their ground.

With respect to the flower garden, however, 1 will not venture beyond my
depth. T am no botanist or florist. and fear to enter a field with which 1
it might

have no familiarity : where, though I might * talk an infinite deal,™

be, like Gratiano’s speech—* an infinite deal of nothing.” You will not
Lelieve that this arises from an indifference on my part to that which is so
beautiful in nature. Some of my dearest recollections are associated with
flowers and flower gardens ; for, independently of their own claims to regard,
they are associated with you. The very names of snow-drop and of crocus—
# Tha 4|;|,i~-'1_.'1 |'|:.1:|'||||:-=l.'1 vinlet I]:I."]i|}' Tlie,
And polyanthus of unnumbered dyes.

¥ The Bur or Banyan. + Miss M. E. Roberts.
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The yellow wall flower, stained with iron brown ;
- - * L]

Anemonies, auriculas ; enrich'd

With shining meal o’er all their velvet leaves ;

And full ranunculus’, of glowing red' ' —
seem connected with my thoughts like household gods, but not so are even
the realilies regarded here.  As I have al ready said there lacks that feeling
of homeliness to distil from them, as it were, the aroma, the spirit of their
H'l-'I-'UL'tI:E.-H:i1—:J.:IL{1 henee you will not be HLI]'lll,'i.'j.l;‘.{l if 1 say that the flower gur-
den in this country is as yet in its infaney,

It 15 not that
— the garden with itz many cares’

demands []Ei'ﬂmlil] toil to ensure SUCCESS

L J— — . no works indeed
That ask robust, tough sinews, bred to toil

Servile |_-;|;|:|||I||!,' =

could hope to find many willing labourers amongst the European community
of Calcutta. The services of the native gardeners, who, though possessing
no taste or judguﬂ.i:nt of their own, are, like the native artizans renerally,
excellent tools in l':Lfll'l.JiJ't".Lll hanils, are obtainable at four roopees per month.
Sometimes these men may be found not only with a knowledge of the
English names of the plants and flowers in the garden, but sporting their
familiarity with the La#in, which they have picked up, probably, during
servitude in the Honorable Company’s Botanic Gardens !

So, then, it is, that though I':I.II'-.l-l:II.'!iI.I:L exotics are reared HIJI}' with care and
trouble, and arve of inferior fragrance, we must look for other causes for the
general immature state of our flower garden than either want of hands or
incapacity of soil, for we are assured by the author of the ¢ Hand-Book of
{I'E!l'l:]l'.‘ll.ilig” that he has *‘ never known a hIJII.L:Iill!‘.L not to be lil'm,'ur;l.hl.i.' 1
any one day of the annual three hundred and sixty-five.”

That we have no lack of flowers, be they of what kind they may, an even-
ing’s stroll, at the proper season, would sufficiently evidence, for here, even
within our city’s compass, growing in fertile luxuriancy, may be seen whole
trees, of various kinds, little else than a mass of blossom and of bloom,
imparting a richness to the scene, which, remembering the little trouble they
cost in their culture, lzlig]]t lead you to hold our i_l(ll]_!_;il]}":i banks as not
amongst the least favoured of Flora’s possessions.

Amongst the orientals those flowers that yield a powerful odour are generally
the most esteemed, and of these the most remarkable, such as the Bélchampa,
Moulserrie and {;lelr.'lj., [F.lll.‘q:'t{'s of Jasmines) are |:Lrj'ft'trt|].' white,—a !]L‘I:.‘H:l.i-
."|.1"-Il:.' 1 believe attending the 11'Ill.jirrii}' if |'|'I_|_f'!|'|}' scented flowers. “}.' the Hindoos
white Howers are nsed upon oceasions of shrids, - L':L!']_l.' CErEIMONLes i][']'ﬁ:l'mvd

in remembrance of deceased relatives, and those which are both white and
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fragrant arve l]:t:'TiL‘lLlJlt‘ij‘df_‘-\'nh‘d to the worship of Fighnoo, who is * rerarded
as the household god, being worshipped on entering a new house, and at all
times of family or domestic misfortunes.””* Flowers of all kinds are used
upon occasions of marriages, both amongst Hindoos and Muhummudans,
and enter largely into the ceremonials attending the worship of several of the
Hindoo deities.
But let us return to what I may be permitted to term our domestic and
nursery plants.
The first presenting itself, the Sugar-cane is an
article which I might deem it superfluous to do
| more than point to, but that, until lately, little, I
believe, has been known amongst domesticated
folks at home of East India Sugar ; a cireumstance
not a little remarkable when it is considered that it
was originally and strictly a native of the east. In
the words of Dr. Royle—* one of the ancient pro-
ductions of India,—early known to the nations of
the west, and to the Greeks four or five hundred
years before the Christian Mra.—The Saracens in-
troduced the sugar-cane into Sicily and the south of
Europe, and the Portuguese into the Canaries, from
thence it was taken to Hispaniola in the year
1506.” Thus you see the West Indies owes its
chief source of wealth to the east.—* Yet"” says
Dr. Royle, indignantly * that country (India) has

long been m:!}[m::.ml. and still 13 50 |3:.' MAnY, i.m'.mlr:th: of manufacturing
the |:rruil'|:.‘t of the cane, so as to compete with those countries to which it
has so freely given this as well as many other of its naturul riches,—as rice,
ginger, indigo, tamarinds, the mangoe, the orange and lemon tribe. Coflee,
cloves, nutmeg, cinnamon, and many others have also been derived from
parts of Asia,”

As to quality, Dr. Royle adds—* Samples of East India Sugar sent to this
country have been pronounced equal to any from the West Indies.™ But,
be it remembered, East-India Sugar is not confined to the produce of the
cane. The Date tree, as I have already mentioned, yields a large quantity
of sugar, though of a less esteemed kind, and sells at the present day at one
fourth less. At the time Dr. Roxburgh wrote, a hundred thousand hundred
weight of Date sugar was made annually in Bengal.

Of Sugar, then, the ]:rl::lun: of the soil, and '|!'I'L‘1}:EL'ilLi':l1h of its people, we
have, of course, as many varieties of kind and quality as are met with- in that

* ¢ Apglo. Hindoostanes Hand-Book." Arf, Hindoo Deifies. Thacker and Co. Calcutta,—1846.
+ Essay on the Productive Resources of India, by J. F. Royle, M. D. F. R. 8. &¢. Allen and
Co., London.
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of the West Indies, and which vary in the market from seven to fourteen
roopees the mun or maund : in more homely, or readily comprehensible
language, from about 2d. to 4d. per pound.

Two of our staple commodities, Rice and Indigo, may here be allowed to
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claim our attention : and t]tf:lltgh, as 1 regret, we cannot, either in saddle or
howdah, traverse the swampy lands of the one, or—our elevated heads dis-
turbing the monkeys from their dwelling in the trees—our senses in turn
charmed by the sounds of bulbul and the wild dove, or by the delightful
freshness of *¢ incense breathing morn,”—ruralize through the plantations of
the other, we have at least our little specimens of the plants, and must
appeal to imagination for the remainder.

Yaddy, or rice in the husk, of which we are informed by Dr. (}’Sh;mgh_
nessy there are only two species known, is stated to be so numerous in the
variet ¥ of one of those HElL‘r::iﬁz-'l (the Oriza sative, or L'.1L|l'l1-'i!IL'[]:| as to jllh'l]f_i'
a Hindoostanee :ule:_'_[D which .-:1].':-_!_.—“ din, ‘ruf:.l_, .’fru'].-,-.-:-r,-!_ bé P hikana”™ —that

.
15

paddy, piéin, and Rajpoots are without limit or bounds. You will there-
fore conclude that rice must equally be various in kind. In order to test, to
a certain extent, my informant’s assertion in n-:ql;.q-q-l_ to this ml:]ﬁp]i::ih'., I
made note of a few names from dictation—and here they are : —

Siljhar, Ujin Shah, Kali haoral, Dhoolee,
Peprasil, Hiwut, Urkooch, KAali sil,
Gheesa, Bilun, Murissal, Hit'h punjaree,
Aonga, Puntras, Koolmoo, Selut,

Béna phoolee, Cheena Sukkur, Réimesdil, Kalii Rutes,
,'\[ll-::-ughl'{' balun, Sela, ]_L'.L:!.III:III, ..‘I(H."."I."}H.I.-I]CIl
Rundonee ]I:I:E'IIL Meeghee, Bikooe, Me','_{llnil:.
Boldar, Leta POTIA, Jalarungee, Bora (2 ki;.;i,.;:.,
Spojes mookee, Muoselnt, Jutta Koolmoo, —
Yintes, Somra, Kalundees,

Enough, you will say, to satisfy all doubts. There are, however, two prin-
cipal distinetions in reference to this grain ; not from any difference in plant,
though there is a difference in that also, but in the mode of preparation.
They are termed Bhoonjwur and Arwur. The first, previous to threshing, is




parboiled and sun-dried ; by which means the process of threshing, or I
should rather say pounding, is rendered more easy, and there is less waste
of grain. Itis for this reason—one amongst others—that the description
of rice selected for Bhoonjwur is the large eoarse-grained kind, which if
dry is apt to break in the threshing. The other, Arwur, is threshed in the
dry state. Throughout India, Bhoonjwur, almost exclusively, is eaten by
the natives, by whom it is held to be more wholesome and nutritions than
the other, which they consider heating. The operation of beiling has the
effect of rendering the grain large, coarse, and generally somewhat dirty in
appearance. When cooked it has a peculiar tint, and where the operation
of parboiling and drying has been either over-done, or done carelessly,
there is combined with it so highly disagreeable an odour as to render it
most offensively forbidding. Europeans prefer the Arwur, fine or table rice
as it is commonly termed, and of that kind vamed Bénaplhoolee, the grain of
which is small and exceedingly white. It sells in our markets at 2 Hs, B
annas the maund, or mun, whilst the former may be obtained for 2 Rs., or
a little more than two farthings per pound !

As to Indigo, though it may not claim much connection with domestics,
yet, being one of the chief productions of the soil, and certainly an inter-
esting one, I should not be justified in altogether passing it by. Permitted
but a little scope I might, in my own feelings at least, find for it a strong
connection with domestic matters ; for, bearing in grateful remembrance the
delightful health-reviving sojourn which I made under the roof of my kind
friends Dr. and Mrs. R——— of B——— factory, Indigo and

# Domestic happiness, that only bliss
(f Paradise which has survived the fall®

appear as naturally associated as haggis, ale, or cider, with a * Harvest
Home.” Indeed, with any hope of a fair season, I know of no stationary life
in India more agreeable (despite much exposure) than that of an Indigo
planter ; and, certainly none, if we consider how much distance from eity or
stations throws the planters upon their own resources, more caleulated to
foster and invigorate the affections of domestic ties—

“ With all the social offspring of the heart.”

Not less in interest is the sick man’s prop and in-
fant’s help, the gluten yvielding Arrowreof. It is the
Maranta Arundinacea of the West Indies, brought to
great perfection here by the late Mr. D. W. H. Speed
of Aleepore, where there is a plantation of it. Since
that gentleman’s death it has been manufactured with
much success by various parties in the neighbourhood
of Calcutta : Mr. Hughes at Ballygunge—by a native
gentleman, Baboo Sumbhoo Chunder Ghose, in Beer-
bhoom, and by the arphans of the Berhampore Mission
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Asvlum, who, under the instruction and guidance of their worthy and spirited
b 3 3 - J

Missionary teachers, have established a farm, and cultivate the plant, the
|1-I'v:rt11u_‘{' of which bears as numerous and as highly favorable a list of medical
|'1_"{'L:I|TL'|"_F'”[iﬂt.l"lr}' {H"["tit‘][‘[l,t{'.‘i ils Ell]}' “'hil:h. I'Hl'l'i_" |lr4:t:L:l]l.'cl [

The root. from which the substance, by a careful process, is extracted, is

> o 3
from five to eizght inches in length, and somewhat resembles in shape the
long tapering brinjall. The name would appear to have been derived from the
fact of the natives applying it as an antidote against the virus communicated
by their poisoned arrows. East fndia arrowroot, so called, is the produce of a
g-'pccicﬁ of curcuma, several varieties of which, found wild in India, }'iu]d a
fine nutritious starch. Mr. Porter, in speaking of that variety termed the

: F g )
Curcuma angusiifolie, says that < An excellent kind of arrowroot, in no way
inferior to that from the West, is prepared from this root. The plant grows
abundantly on the Malabar coast, where itz starchy produet is now pre-
pared in considerable guantities, and is become an object of trade with
England ;* but by the manufacturers here it is generally held to be infe-
rior to the West India E1];mr.

Sago, its companion in the nursery, is the produce of the goft cellular part
of the trunk of two varieties, in particular, of sago palms, natives of Suma-
tra and Malacea. These are, first, Sagus Rumphi, (or Sagus Farinifera) deline-
ated in Murray's Encyclopedia of Geography, in Porter’s Tropical Agricultu-
ﬂ'.ﬂ', and in Pereira's Maleria Medica. From these two last authorities we
learn that—*‘ Before waturity, and previous to the formation of the fruit,

the stem consists of a thin hard wall, about two inches thick, and of an
enormous volume of tissue (commonly termed the medulla or pith) from
which the farina termed sago is obtained. As the fruit forms, the farina-
ceous medulla L|J'=ii<'lljl:'ru'trﬁf and when the tree attains full n:u,Lurit_r.-' the stem 18
no more than a hollow ghell.” The sago meal obtained from this tree is the
kind which the Malays are said to prefer, states Dr. Royle. The second is the
Sagus f_.ﬁ*.a.'js—}f.lri-rr‘rrh : pr unacmed Bago tree, from which Dr, Iiu.‘;]:llr‘gh and
the generality of learned writers on the subject agree that the granulated sago
—the sago of commerce—the sago of the shops—is chiefly obtained.

Some authors would appear to have denied that the Sago tree is a palm,
and Dr. Griffith quotes the opinion of one that ** in habit and character this
tree (the Sagus Levis) recedes considerably from the true palme ;* but Dr.
Griffith himself, our latest and I helieve the best authority, includes it
amongst his palms notwithstanding. Other trees, however, indisputably
palms, also yield sago; as the Arenga Saccharifera, the Saguerus of Rum-
-lyhin:;, e one of the handsomest and most useful of the Mil.!llj'ﬂll lih'liilllri..."1
observes Dr. Griffith ; the Caryofa wrens,—a native of Malabar, one of * the

handsomest and most useful palms of the Peninsula of India,” says the

same author; and in reference to which we are told by Dr. Roxburgh
“ The pith or farinaceous part of the trunk of old trees is said to be equal
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to the best sago. The natives make it into bread and beil it into thick gruel ;

these form a great part of the diet of these people; and during the late
famine they suffered little while these trees lasted.”” The !:'J":rm.lr'..l'_ﬁf.l'.l'JJ.l'_ﬁ'r'f.r..

also, a dwarf palm, contains farina in its stem, which is used as food by the
natives in times of famine, and “ a kind of Sago is said to be obtained from
the cellular substance™ of a Japanese plant termed the Cycus Revolula.

To obtain the sago the entire tree would appear, like the |:.I1IiI.I]|!4'1.i.rI.
to be sacrificed. When arrived at maturity, which, varying according to
goil, it may do in about fifteen years, it is * felled at the root, cut into
billets, cleft, and the cellular matter extracted and diffused through water.
The mixture is decanted, and when the fecula subsides this is dried before
the sun.” This is Sage Meal,—of which it is said to be no uncommon thing
for one tree T.u:rj,'li-ll! as much as 50045,

“ Sago intended for exportation is made to assume a granular form by
|11ixi|!_{; the finest Bago meal with water into a thick 1::1.1:[1'.'" Tili:-i i.'i-
then rubbed either through a sieve or perforated iron plates, ¢ into small
gl'n'll::-i of the size and form of coriander seeds.®® This is the sago of com-
merce ; which, according to preparation and to quality, may, of course,
assume those varieties in appearance or kind with which you are familiar
under the titles of Pearl Sago—Bleached Pearl Sago, and the common or
brown large-grained sago. The operation of bleaching, we are told, is effect-
ed by the aid of chloride of lime, and at an expense of £7 per ton of sago.
Tapioca, or cassanda, another of the suceessful pro-

ducts of the .UL’L‘!JUT{' _l_f1'-.||i1Hi=-'. thouch 5:|:|i:l_[rr|m|:-c ti

=N | i) South America, also claims a high place in
;I—,-II,,." iy invalid dieting.
?-'.-}-_" & ﬂﬂlp"f _;_:.‘-_-__k_ Here, growing in wild abundanee, is the Pafna
"?“pf' 3 -"’?J ‘;'.“,'L' 4\. Christi, or Castor Nut tree, three varieties of
;..-"';_‘_ 4 ;,,'n '-:'i"{ which appear to be ':m,li:_:ptmu:-; or comimon Lo
A AT '.r":}"; i Bengal. The S

B AF  pilis manufactured in

et
l;' j_fl'i'f.lt- ]mril}' h:.' Mr.

"';:Ir J. Gordon of this
W city. I last year y
12 planted a seed which

‘I;:I 5 9 H an

L‘* gprung up into a

i tree  (intended

Y -

] 1 fl]l’ :L'IZ.II.'H.' '|.|iﬁ[:ll.'l.‘-

N N e

SN, tion) full twelve

feet in height, and * yielding seed after his
kind” so abundantly as to occasion some

ground

trouble in preventing the whole

being overspread by young plants. It is
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said to have been known in the most ancient times, seeds of it having been
found in some KEgyptian sarcophagi, ﬁuwmsmi to have been at least four
thousand years old.

:"-I H.'II"!.' ||t|iL!I' nfulh' tl'llir]lil'.l.l. ]I'Il:"lil.ili‘.illill [llilll‘.‘i are I.'i:l:ll."l' common to, or |:|;|_1.|_'

been reared in Bengal. The life-restoring, life-destroving Opium,* the in-
spissated juice of the poppy, youn will not require to be told is one of the
Company’s staple commodities ; and true it is there is nought
i, —ip grood, but strained from that fair use
Revolts from true birth, stumbling on abuse ;"
the withering, demoralizing effects of the drug upon its wretched votaries-
as described by the Ejl,‘tl]l]l," themselves—so ﬂ';n't".l]]r'.': 50 i:l:ulw.l:&ur_‘h]:,- de
structive ;+ the lamentable sacrifice of life, Chinese and European, and all
the horrors and the sufferings of the late protracted and ensanguined war in
China, form a melancholy illustration of the mischiefs which may date their
origin from the misapplication of a lower-bulb! —
e P So Little knows
.ﬁ.n:.' but God rﬁm:;-, to value |'§;_'J'It
The good before him, but perverts hest things
To worst abuse, or to their meanest use,”

L .1.Ir|:|'-!'|.lrl |

“ Ex¥'n as thoze hess of Trebizond
Which from the sunniest flowers that glad
With their pure smile the gardens round
Draw venom forth that drives men mad.”
( Moore.)

® W pium is an important article of production im British [ndia. In Bengal it is made an
exclusive monopoly of the Government, which thence obtaing a large revenue. 1t is said that the
|||.-;.|'|| ..ihi||_; from this branch of trade iz oot I‘|.|'-|I:|.'".' renson which had induced the baard of
Directors to adopt and pursue this ling of policy ; that the [ascility of adulterating so imp

drag j es A monopely which watches over its preparation, while the object of Government in in

terfering with this t : 18 more with a view to control the use of an article which is &0 prejud

to the morals of the le and to the mteresis of society in general, than with the desire of Ticreas-

ing the revenoe : that it would in fact rather restrict the retnil trade of apitm 85 much as po
* Were it possible to prevent the use of the drug altogether, exeept strietly for the purpose of
I|:|-.-I:.LI'iIJ1!, we wonld :,:l:l-»i|:.-' do Illl- £y the Directors of the East India L:l,.llll':[h:.'r an eompassion
¢ but this being abaolu: |'|:.' :|:|!lr:|-.:l'.|'.|i-.|-,, we Can |-|||:. endeavour to regulats

to mankir | palliate

an evil which eannot be eradicated.”’ (Rep. of H. of Commons on E. I. afairs.) The ection

for the use of this inginmating drug is, however, too strong to be overcome even by prohibitions and
penalties,
In China its use iz forbidden by law, notwithstanding which, that eountry offers the proatest

market for opium, this being the pring

I article of trade between India and Chioa ; thos shewin
E
that there, ag e ry w here else, vicinns .4|'||--:i:|- 18 often stronger than legul restraint.' — Parior

Agricwlfurial, Londen, 1833,

+ 1 bave seen a set of Chinese paintings upon rice paper, by some celestial Hogarth, depicting

gress—from the ionocence, the freshness and vigour of youth, through s

the -!'J_,:-lrurz Ealer's Pro
series of |-.||'-i.l'||:r descenilding staps, ever accompanied by the baneful pipe and drog, to the close of

wreétehed aod enrly |_|i|-_-::_||_|-|:_ CArEEr.
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But time is fast ebbing : I must needs study both it and your patience
by bringing my prolixities to a conclusion.

If I might judge of other people’s feelings by my own, I should say, not
only that time in the tropics hangs less heavily upon our hands than might
be expected, but far less so than elsewhere. Like physical matter it appears
to waste more rapidly under the sun’s beams :—we seem hurrying throngh
our existence with an increased veloeity :

L1

Years to moments shrink, ages to years."”
our relaxed energies failing, at times, to keep pace with our plans and desires,
—(if, indeed, I am not, covertly, defending the lazy, if any here* who—

“—hlundering

g, split on idleness for ease’™)

we look back upon time past—
“ His broad pinions swifter than the winds"
as having been even more swift than was his wont.

—— Suffer me but a little, whilst I attempt some note of his progress:
an unskilful hand may presume to venture where features so bold are found
to mark “ his course and form the varying year.”

The cold season, which commences about the beginning of November and
ends in February, is, from its shortness, its delightfully invigorating, yet
temperate atmosphere, a period to be made the most of. It is the very
spring-time of our existence ;—we are like the ephemeral insects of the
meadows and the brooks, that, born in the morning, have sported out their
little existence at noon: the time has passed almost ere we can say © ’tis
here.’

Of the degree of cold which we experience during this delightful period,
it might be sufficient were I simply to state that the thermometer ranges
between 50° and 65° of Fahrenheit ; but I will be more homely in my illus-
trations by stating that the oil congeals in the lamps ;—the butter becomes
firm and crumbles under the knife ;—milk remains good a whole day and
night ;—cold meat will keep till probably the fourth day ; little children’s
noses look * blue at the lip et lii]-l:nl:l:s-:.1 gloves and comforters are their morn-
ing essentials ; flannels, (ever a most dear article in India) merine’s, furs—
in brief, the whole stock of woollen hosiery for the day’s aunction, or * er
Cornwall and just opened out” at Mr. A’s,—or Madam B's new investment
# now landing from the Brifish Queen,” are at a high premium ; the folds
of the blanket, or ruzfee, gradually elongate from the feet to the neck of the
sleeper, who is not over anxious or willing to resign its warmth in the morn-
ing ; white jackets are at a discount, and cloth coats are buttoned up to the
chin at early day, when horse and man, and a few ladies to boot, may
really be seen taking a little exercise.

* Lord Ellenborough, our late Governor General, is said to hove remarked that ' in Jadia dkere
wele mo fdlers."
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In short, with reference to dress, if there is not always the necessity to
dictate, it is the fashion to asswme a winter IF;'::_:"IJ,: and thus, for iil?jlilllkfﬂ_.
at the race-course, some gentlemen—from a love probably of old Newmarket
and le.‘amu .-:.‘;snri.ﬂtinns-—mn}' be seen ¢ |:|'i;L3."!|:|;: at winter’ in immense tril:uh_:
cape great coats and thick comforters, looking like night watchmen or guards
from off a bitter and long stage during the depth of an English winter : you
shiver to look at them. Yet, I may state, the generality of Europeans in
Calcutta bear with a greater degree of cold in their rooms than do their
friends in !4:11_1{|II.I:|T]- There, long ere the Thermometer has sank to H0° Fah-
renheit the fire blazes on the hearth,—whereas kere it is not, as I have been
agsured, more than three houses in a hundred in Caleutta wherein a fire-place
18 to be found.

Other features, few and brief, serve to mark the acceptability of the time.
Pic-nic  parties are made up to visit the Hon. Company’s Botanic Gardens,
where, .-a[rltiu_,-{ a :.'L-Lhnt. sun at defiance, with l'uln[]h]:;; strolling, eating,
41:']:|'|-1i|i'_7_. 51l.|c|_'c'|1|;_{_.. :ulrﬂ.'lriu_,'_{_.. and t‘.iLn"lll_,'_f NAmes upon trees, like the [_nr{:-:s.-
ters of Arden, the day passes lightly and pleasantly enough with both the
young and the mature; or, turning the boat’s head northward, friends are
visited at the settlements of Serampore, Chinsurah and Chandernagore.
Dancing, of which the FKast Indian community are passionately fond, is
kept up till three and four in the morning. Ixhibitions of flowers and
vegetables take place at the Town Hall; Fanecy fairs are occasionally held at
the same place for the benefit of charitable institutions ; anniversary meet-

ings occor of religious and benevolent Societies, and lectures are sometimes
deliverad upon miscellaneous ElhiJn:{LJEJ]l'It.‘u] }iLI!':ljl.:l:'.T.H at the jr,!..lr_‘{:'u.'}j—l.;gl'ﬂ our
Mechanic’s Institution. The punkhas hang useless from the ceiling ; and
from the Churches, where their appearance confounds and puzzles new-
comers, are generally removed altogether. In some few houses, as I have
il.ll't:i:.{i}' iruLim.‘itu{l, fires may be seen h];l.'.:iug in I{.“g[i-ﬁh §T7L1-i‘H ;—-tlu' o
]u:_: gun ceases to be a terror, and is even courted for its 1:|::||.'lr1'i1|;_: andd com-
forting warmth ; and the evening brings with it a greater share ..t";.-pir]:,-, and
energy to enjoy a variety of sources of social and domestic gratification.
That this genial season, our cold weather, is not without its disadvantages,
its evils and .decriers, you may readily believe. The very character of the
season, which encourages, amongst a large class, a 'r'iLI'il..‘l}' of prejudicial
i1|.1!ui_:_r||:!:|ﬂ?:1 in reference to diet and 1r=:|'5r11|:|.] habits, must tend to create
both the one and the other. In some persons, the European constitu-
tion, passing through strange vicissitudes, often assumes peculiarities
or i;lin.-a].'m'r"l.ﬂ.il.:ﬂ that not u1|:|.:..' are calealated to E1LJ'.'.:-'LJL‘ medical mLer,
but which the mere change of weather will affect in some mysterious
manner, that seems to be ever callivg for the doctor’s aid when that season
gets in to which, from its shorter duration, 1,]1&‘_'..‘ are the least acclimated
or accustomed. Thus you may often hear the hot weather declared to
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be the healthier season, and with a great number no doubt it is—but not
to those, T believe, who are contented or able, and have made it their
practice, to seek health by the aid of those vulgar appliances, air, exercise,
and early howrs. Many also, less delicate, but who from long residence,
and, possibly, inactive, luxurious habits, are better able to bear a highly
rarified, though an oppressive atmosphere, than the cold of the morning and
damps of the evening, ery out with coughs and colds. The air, unfortu-
nately, is distinguished, not by the dryness of a frost which braces, but a
dampness which chill, whilst the fogs at night and early in the morning are
dense in the extreme. The evening, however, that is after dark, is generally
the most disagreeable time. Should you be residing near the huts of the
natives, and very many of the Caleutta houses beyond the city’s immediate
centre are so located, the custom which prevails amongst these poor peoaple
of smoking their wretched dwellings as a protection against insects (abound-
ing at this season) is the source of much annoyance. The smoke mixing
with the fog—unable to rise above it, but entering your house at every
accessible creek and hole, occasions the eyes to be attacked L.'J" a ﬁ|'|'|:||-[‘|;||!_=:
and watering, from which you are probably glad to escape by going to bed.

But, you will say, 1 am joining in the cry against our cold weather. Far
from it. The nnisance 18 one which not [.lll.l'.\." admits of |wing ]p::'ll]utf_r;[ I]}' i
little care, but belongs chiefly to the latter portion of the season. In the
habit, often, of taking my “* constitutional” ride by moonlight at 4, 3—aye,
and when it pleased an old over-wakeful syce to distinguish little between
night and day—even 2 o’clock in the morning, in the month of November,
I can vouch for the atmosphere, even of the plain, being, at that time, as pure
and ealm as an English summer’s evening.

To this period succeeds our summer ; I might say owr winfer,— the

winter of our discontent,”—a time whereof it might almost be said that the
morning and the evening—delightful by their contrast with the day

are the
|,||1I:,' lu,-[il::lﬁ at which, without the aid of '["Jlll!l]ihil or kus-kus, we “° live and
move, and have our being.” I can at least say they are the only times when
we feel that mind and body are in a fitting state for the active and perfect
exercise of their functions.
The intermediate space, when—
“—Tyrant heat dispreading through the sky
With equal sway, his burning influence darts

On man and beast and herb

mi_,'_'.h'l. without much E.‘}:Et_',t'_{:{'!'flth:l]l of n'|.|:[i:|r'|mr:, be L:'I[;.r;1:-1pr]-,rL-,;] as akind of
mental sahara, wherein neither flower nor green spot are found to relieve or
refresh the paths of duty or business.

It is from the relief felt upon the approach of evening, when people may
be said to live again, that so many are inclined to turn night into day, and
with whom, therefore, their energies then somewhat awakened, the business
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of the day appears to commence. Indeed, I am informed that there are a
set of native merchants in the Burra-Bazar who transact their business at
no other time.

Europeans, however, on their arrival, feel the heat comparatively but little ;
nor indeed, for a year or two afterwards does it affect them constitutionally.
Fresh, full of vigour, and finding the thermometer, during the hot weather,
not many degrees above what they have EIL"l'EL‘."iUlh'lii‘_i-' known it at home, for
an hour or so, they are inclined to wonder at the lassitude and weakness
exhibited by older residents, upon whom the :ill—trlllitlilm'i.llg heat’ of many
eastern summers, continued from nine in the morning till four and five in
the afternoon, has wrought its work. Add to this the effects of ill habits,—
want of exercise, and improper dieting, which have, probably, not only
weakened but diseased the body. Dr. Brett says—

“ If Europeans cannot adapt their mode of life to a tropical climate, but must indulge
in habits totally incompatible with such a climate, they should at all events endeavour to
convert their food into wholesome nutriment, and preserve the robusiness of their frames
by practicing athletic exercises, in the cool of the day, and wrestling, in imitation of the
Puhlwans. It is indisputable that these individuals enjoy an immunity from disease
unknown by others. There are none whose constitutions resist the exeiting causes of disease
so well, althongh their blood is abundant, and their vascular system vigorous. The few
Europeans who have entered thoroughly into the spirit of these exercises return to their
native land with vigorous constitutions, eapable of really enjoying their native country.”—
{ptge 42.)

This I firmly believe, and the Doctor’s own appearance,—at one time, I
am told, weak and delicate, but now the picture of health and muscular
energy—forms no mean comment on his own doctrines. He adds :—

“The writer has long admired and practiced the calisthenic exercising of the asiaties,
and attributes a better state of health and stamina, and a capability for active pursuits, far
superior to that enjoyed by him in England, to a systematic use of these exercises.”

The months of March, April, and May, with their glowing suns, passed,
an hour of relief, though temporary, is at hand. I think it is Miss Emma
Roberts who writes something about the * charms of a ui’u1ul3' sky.” She
spoke, I believe, the feelings of us all,—for now—how welcome the darken-
ing horizoni—

et e g1 DA R
With wrathfu] vapours i

The eye can onece more look abroad, and with what delight now rest upon
the gathering purple ;—how courted is the coming storm, the lightest airs
of which, sent but to herald its approach, already—

* Breathe refreshment on a fainting world.”
[t is not improbable, however, that an Indian May frown may prove as
unstable as an Knglish April smile ; the gloom has gathered over our heads,
threatening a torrent,—towering whirlpools of dust are seen upon the
horizon, and our hopes are scattered with the clouds which in an hour have
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broken and vanished. .-‘Lgeniu. at the same hour of the following day, and
probably of a third, are we tantalized; but at length, big, as you might
suppose, with an accumulated strength, it comes indeed. The ships in the
river have lowered their royal and top-gallant yards, and made all secure
against its approach.
“ At first, heard solemn o'er the verge of Heaven,

The tempest growls; but as it nearer comes,

And rolls its awfol burden on the wind,

The lightnings flash a larger curve, and more

The noise astounds : till over head a sheet

Of livid flame discloses wide ; then shuts,

And opens wider ; shots and opens still

Expansive, wrapping ether in a hlaze.

Fallows the loosen’d aggravated roar,

Enlarging, 1]-&"{'||¢'|lir|-r|r, mingling ; peal on peal

Crush’'d horrible, convilsing heaven and earth.

Down comes a l:]'!"lll!_:l,‘ ol sonorous hail,

Or |:I'l.IrLI."-l']f‘.kl'-ell'|||i::|g rain. Wide rent, the elouds

Pour a whole flood ; and yet, its lame unguenched,
The unconguerable lightning struggles throngh,
Ragged and fierce,— Lo

{ Thomson. )

The violence of an equinoctial gale, however, will perhaps be a subject so
familiar to you as hardly to need even this descriptive assistance from the
poet. 1 have here seen such lightning, and heard such thunder, as have
put to nought all my preconceived notions of a war of elements.

But I must not lead you to suppose that these things visit us with unbro-
ken regularity. The seasons are variable to an extreme. The hot weather,
perhaps the least compromising of them, will sometimes have its severity
H',]Ilﬂl_l.'”l}' .Ill'l:llii_'['l.‘ I‘:II_]! I|lf)1. 1[1.'51.]'(}}'”‘[]_‘ |3|3 e flf rIH."'.I:" lr{"ll]‘_‘l][]l’ll]f—i g:l|1'51
which wrecks half a dozen ships—throws down old houses—uncovers native
huts, and lifts up trees by their roots, and at others, more mild in its

character, seems to die a natural death by the setting in, at a very early date,
of the Rains.
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B two, a * May gale,” being generally anticipated,
?' =£" e are once more :‘unsigllml to the * hot domin-
o ion” of the sun.
¥ The poor palkee bearers, whose office has now be-
24 come hardly fit for beasts, and through whose dark-
. =% ened skins their substance seems wasting in copious
P j : 8 . ‘
“ya—=" streams, distressing to the sight, may, like the poor

=
“"-‘i_-_-_:% coolies, be seen wetting their extra cloths as cover-
iﬂu:.*. to their heads .

Europeans shut up their houses ;

seek shelter behind kus-kus tattees, or under punkhas ; pay the Americans
one anna per pound weight for cold water, or more economically wrap wet
napkins round the sooraees, or vessels for water, to cool it. Where ceremony
t'.-:unln']s the mtliction 1n any :-i]':l:LI:n.‘:I cloth coats are I_Jrub;J.h]],' (-};g‘l1ui|gFlE for
silk, or some other light fabric; but at home, and at office, coats and waist-
coats are alike economized; the very white jackets have become burthen-
some,—neck-cloths have dwindled into ribbands an inch in breadth, whilst
that most unmeaning, tasteless, linen collar, forgets its stiffness, and by per-
mission or design, droops upon either shoulder. The very beasts around us
confess the * all-conquering”—all-absorbing influence. 1 have observed the
horse refuse to enter his stall in the evening, and the dog and cat to select
the bathing-room for their resting place ; the buffaloe lies in the water for its
protection,—the snakes seek their holes—the wild beasts of all kinds their
lairs in the swamps and the jungles, whilst the vulture and gigantic crane
quit the heated atmosphere of the earth to soar aloft in the cooler regions of
upper air.

Enough
* oo dlistressful nature pants ;¥
our days and nights being often alike oppressive, we rise in the morning
more fatigued than when we went to bed ;—but once again the deepening
murk obscures the blaze, the gathering storm announces the sounth-west
monsoon,* and the setting in of the attendant periodic rains.

® & The sensonal or periodic winds—called monsoons ; which throughout India blow nearly one
half the year from 5. W. to N, E. and the other half from N. E. to 8. W. and are the great distri-
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This in reneral has not f.':'Ll‘l:.' taken |:J|:ll:'|.‘ till .|u]],'_, but, v illustration of
the variableness of season, the Chofa Barsa! or small rains, as they are
termed, are sometimes known to set in early in June, when—

(T

——————————— congregated clouds
And all the vapoury turbulence of Heaven
Involve the face of things.”

This, our third and last :ce:mm,—h:.' some how welcomed, and h],- others how
dreaded and v:li.‘-i|-I]Lt'll,——g'lt.lill";ll'.-'._. indeed, more like a visible end of all things
than a regeneration of any. At times, to say © it rains,” is to say nothing ; you
might almost conceive a second realization of the -'1“3__1!11’5 1:['4_;.ph:;1,i|_- threat.
that— .

— e all the cataracts

Of Heav'n set open on the earth shall pour

lain day and night ;}—————

I have seen some of the narrow ill-drained streets of the city eighteen and
twenty inches deep in water, and have heard of a street in Chowringhee
being yet more. The plains even of Caleutta become impassible, whilst
those of the moofussul, from which the planters have but had time to cut
the Indigo, or the poor people their rice,—* flooded immense,” have become
]:i;_[h'l.l.'.'::n.'tﬂ' for boats. H}' aid of these H:li'i.lt:._: lJiL!ll:«, HL'!’EL]J'!i.I:I:._: OCCasion-
ally over the stubble of the Indigo, 1 once, in company with some friends,
and in a heavy boat, ran an involuntary race for five days with a Calcutta
steamer, ::n:'u:u!w]]w]_. of course, to ]-:q:i'[r the river route) beating her 1r_l.' an

hour and a half in a trip to the Bhigruttee! Some of the rivers, which
during the dry season have probably allowed elephants and horsemen to
cross them ‘.'I.'ll“-'.ilt_g_f. now fed :h_l.' torrents from the Jli.”.‘i__. h;u.'|_' at once risen
twenty and twenty-two feet, overflowing their banks, inundating the lands
on all sides, and rushing down with an impetuosity towards Caleutta which
enables the traveller to return from his five {]il_'n-'H water lrip in the space of
two, and carries, as we are told, a stream of nearly fresh water for fifty miles
out into the Bay of Bengal !

This reign of water is perhaps productive of as much inconvenience in
domestic matters as the past heat; for if you were then annoyed by the
dust, the opening and cracking of your furniture, picture frames and what
not, they may now suffer from a contrary canse. That which hefare might
crack from the heat, may now open from the softening of the glue ;—every
[hit'lg which you touch feels t'li.'unm].' and []:|,1|,1l;|: books are covered with
mould and require constant tendance ; clothes are never dry, and the Dhobee

buters of its rain and modifiers of its climate. The most remarkable rainy season is that called the
5. W monsoon. It extends from Afrien to the |-|'|'.i||.'||_|;|_ of Malaoes and deluges nll the countries
within certain linez of latitade for ahout fonr months of the year.'—* Tudia Iilwitrated,” by Linney
wrilber!,




has not only a fair excuse for delay in his work, but for that work being
very badly done.

In India. however, a wet :|:1:.', which at home is, L!.‘.‘-'~'.Iil1|]_'.. an Englishman’s
abhorrence, has fewer unpleasantries to mark its character. In England, with
freedom to move abroad and enjoy the beauties of scene, and the comforts
of air and exercise,—never oppressed by over sunshine, or tanght to sef
5|'..I,:|_| al '|'i|_.|!.||:' '.Il'll'll'l il Lh ('I(“.I[l:-' Fli} ..“:| i wet I.l;l.:l. :-":\- ik ]Iil.l' to most l:'I'I.'l!Il_'l.'l'll'!'||=.‘i.-—-|':_
1]i|]||'|l ||||:I.;;l|l 'I_]ll'."' H'Ii-l'l'il_ﬂ':, il,l'JI] i ‘I'tl.l:'_t Ii.EII.III |:||.::'|-|||‘l'..“-.‘-'.' IRCFEDEE SN EI.'-\.I'..'.I'.'L'I'I, -E'li:li'l'l
l;rrlllriv!m'a and little school-boys, who may hope that mammsa’s fears of wet

feet may obtain them a holiday, can look upon it with complaceney. Here

the rain visits us like a ministering angel, with resuscitation on his wines ;

we could almost have changed our condition for that of the fish :—but now
we breathe again ;—the parched fields and nearly withered trees have sprung
into fresh life; the cholera, if unhappily existing, and all its attendant

horrors, seem at once swept into the Hooghly, whilst our freedom is but

little affected, for whether it rain or shine we are alike under the necessity
of using a conveyvance. It is prnl:l_':h:r that even the morning’s exercise or
airing may not be lost, for the dav at this ]:".".'EIJLE often breaks with extreme

beauty and remains fair for some hours.

I have but little more to say of our seasons. At the close, or breaking
lll'l ':I-J_I tl‘ll._"' !'.'l.iII.H_.. '|'|||]L'|] CnCe TRLOFTE

— f:.:ui'.!'_'L e the Heavens, the potent san,’”

]I:I‘.Z-]-Z‘i-lilil'.'."!l IT;IIIEI il '|'I-IIH'.|IZ| o lll.‘«ill'lC!r” !HI'. I'iIEle 'n.l':'_[I':H:HIII'._. :_il_uillllh: the rise and

5!I'-.E-'_'|'1'{"i!-i Ilt. 'L'.'l!I.IL'EI even stone ‘|'|".l||-‘1' :Lil-i'. |.‘:i'ﬂ v |.|L.'.L|.l:ni.lll"‘1 Are 11 ‘-l.li'|..'-i': V. that

i - 1 i | LN
F‘l-:hill'lhl'll,':-i 1n our gill'lll"ll.:-i. tanks, '|'I.'.':.‘i.1l.".|il,|]l.|h: .;:I||:|_ S res, wibhiont
1 ]

without check, you will not be surprised that * wasteful forth” unwholesome

exhalations rise amongst us, and that persons, i [mrlir-l,l:-:' who are careless,
Or ||n'||.';l|ii'||:.' top poor to be mnice, in their choice of dwellings, or in their
grounds, draing, and even |_||.~|':~'.-r|:i.| habits, should then suffer the penalties.
Whilst, however, the evil is a general, not a partial one,—the whole city
Iving under the ban, as it weve, of bad drainage, sw ampy fens, and '_:|':l|--|'!'.-|".

ventilation, as set forth by the Mumeipal Committee (not that wmy own

senses cannot bear witness),—private mdividuals can effect but |
when we see people building, and others living in houses the floors of which

are not elevated twelve inches from the earth ; when the water may be seen

the rovernment is not to blame if fevers, rhenmatism, and 1 know not what
beside, reien trinmphantly amongst the inmates at such seasons as the past
and the present. Were an enactment, however, made, compelling an ele-

vation of at least four feet for all lower-roomed dwellings, it would be a

!‘-I-]-|1-L|_'t one ; and if the natives could be induced, or assisted, to build their
1 B = 4 - 5 -
huts with elevated bamboo fioors, as in Burma, muel

I ,-:.l.".l. !.—u.'l-...:|.| _,. E,;:

might be effected for them also.




vs Lo the poorer class of the native |':;|'||n'.|:|r|i1]., anongst 1.'.]|u1||__ either at
thils or some other time—for it hv!t]l]gh‘ to no time in ||:L'|'1.'|r:ul.'tr—1|. fearful
devastation often [H'i‘l'ili.h-‘- from l::hl"l]{'i'.'l; their poverty, i:_"lll)l':l!lq'i,', their care-
lessness in food and general habits of life, their crowded, pent up, and
impure huts and hovels, and the apathy by which they are surrounded,
renders it a matter little to be .‘il':l'l:ll'i.ﬂl'l] at. The I1I.-=!'I't:i]il].' amongst ]-1.“1'-:;1;“_';:”!4

and here 1
would observe—when a disorder, so calamitous as this, is wrapt in doubt
and mystery—involving questions in reference to the Dirvine government of

arising from this dire disease is also at times ]'.nn:.‘l![:ﬁl]],' oreat ;

the world, and our first and best interests, one hesitates to venture upon
opinions which, however apparently well grounded, might by many of the
good and pious be viewed as presumptuous and irreligions. Be such in

reality far from us !

I do, however, but state convictions forced upon me
from an overwhelming amount of that evidence upon which in all other
terrestrinl affairs men are accustomed and permitted to judze, when 1 say
that I have never yet known (to be familiar with it) a case of Cholera termi-
natine fatally, and I have had, besides the opinions of medical men, many
(far 1.-|:J Hli'.l-]:.':' r'u!l|:--::-|'||1||i[i=.-.-;. of observation and i'fltlli.il':n.'_, where I was not
convinced that ignorance of the symptoms of the disease,—attributing them
to gsome other than the |"L,'_{h1- i.'i‘LlIril_'—-ll‘L'L‘:[ll.l_'r|1EII.': Loo E['l.,‘(llil'tﬂ.]_'. the case)
over sensitiveness (false delicacy)—carelessness or delay had—humanly
speaking—opened the door both to the disorder and to death.* Extraordinary
instances do occur of very rapid fatal terminations, and to what disorder are
not certain constitutions and habits of |:1|11|.:.' nmore ir-.*u:‘.l;li.'u'l}' linble or :]‘l:-c|1|:u:=|*x|
than others i—but I believe that in very many of these rapid instances the
unhappy victims have inviled the disorder by the most unparralleled acts of
imprudence.

Europeans in India are frequently called upon to act as doctors, alike to
the poor people of the neighbourhood and their own domestics. The distance
of the Native Hospitals, probably, (but three at present throughout the whole
city) the inability to provide themselves w ith conveyances, but, above all, the

How bitter its visitation the author and his family have had eause, sinee the above remarks were

ulng, are there in this country who have not ! Insiduous and

penned, to know aod to feel, How fow,

=

deceplive in its coming, o is eruel and unrelenting in its progress, it oft fixes its withering hold on

the gentle, the modest, the unsuspecting, the untutored in defence ; its fell presence re maining wndis-

COVETT .]. or not understood, .|'|'I.:'|'-:|'l:‘|'. till its envenome d work s I.:H”PI{:". I"":"ul":' human I”'-::l"' But
a little time is allowed for this. Five hours neglect, and, too generally zpeaking, aff 12 logf. Where

od, and the nearer to its commencement the greéater cf

e of

assistance 18 sought within that pe

success, it is hoped there is no presomption in =aying that, generally speaking, all is safe. It is re-

marked of the cholera that no disease ore simple of treatment in its commencemeni—none more

nections and friends.




great horror which most of them entertain of either sending a velative, or going
themselves to the Hospital, (from the dread, principally, of there dying, and
—if Hindoos—thus losing caste, and ruining that of their [-;m]ii-}':} induces
either total neglect and trust upon * fate,” or an application to a Christian
sihib., Thus have I, myself, after having laid in a supply of Cholera medi-
cine, upon which I had reason to place great faith, been afforded some
experience amongst the natives, and can safely say that in no case where
application was made within five hours of attack, did the medicine ever
(under God) fail in a cure.*

The 13(‘|‘i:|l] to which I have been 'L'rﬁ-:'rila\'_f_. 11;451. or 1|{*;:1-]}' 80, We have a
time, ere the setting in of the cold weather, marked by so many of the gene
ral features of all our seasons that in selecting a space of twenty-four hours
for the purpose of conveying to you some general or characteristic idea of
“a day in India,™ it could hardly be drawn from, or referred to, a better

Bear with me yet a trifle longer whilst I make

gource or date than this.

the attempt.

The early morning, calm, serene, and, it may be, brilliantly illumined by
moon and stars, has probably tempted you forth for your constitutional. You
have scarcely reached the plain, however; ere a flash of light, the echoing
lJ-IJ-::I'Itl 1.||.-ih:: _L';'i“t j‘l'(”l] I"IJI'I Il‘-‘“‘i”jiﬂl'l., il]ll! ll“_f [:li{':\ l.!lJ‘ il t!.'llll"h.I.Il{IE CI'OwWws, |:I'1'|Il-
claim the rapid dawn. How delightful 1s the air ; how refreshing to the eye
are alike the rich and varying tints of the horizon and the delicate gay verdure
'.J'f ||J|.' }ﬂ'll.”g" t-l:ll.i:l.:'_:l.-'..

“ Young day pours in apace”
and the tinted longitudinal clouds, now broken into myriads of brilliant scales
which seem as though shot from before the approaching orb, form an arc of
he most resplendent beauty :

Forth from the L]y

OIS east, A3 [rom am urn,
}:I .|"_.".

rhity floods of rich and glorious light

The Heavens are bath'd in sunshine and are brizh
As if with smiles, and then all blushing burn
Like a bride’s cheek, who hails her lord's return
From his first it!_ul.'tu'-.:

(H. M. Parkes

The remedy here referred to was the Cholera pills—oomposed of calomed 5 gre.—opium,

qxafetide, campkor and daok pepper, of each 2 gra, followed by o laxative three hours afterwards ;

but with the changes which the disorder; and consequently its treatment, have uodergone, the v
3 :

maore simple formula of oue grain opivm, and ten groing ecaforsel (oceasionally more

[EFIF R i'.llllll.. r-'lllJ'-\ N | :I«.I:.I.. ikl |.||-l|r il|'|.l. Ve '||«.f'~=. :||l-_ FERL '|,|_ A8 Lhe -:.;|'§|'\.I,-_||l_|-\I may |::.'L.|,I,.L'_ ||_-I i -_‘_.||||_'|
| Ers- and l.'i.'Il.ll':ull V] 14 5. Y has of late been :_'hn_'||:'|';|_||'.' :|_l||L|:|'_l_ Either roms
Taads '.,'." sent for, nmd homan i.||1|'||i:_"|'|'..'-' has done its begt, With the
i rilies

which exist it ia difficult to g4y which of them Aarve ; for, I-..-.-.-.-.'.,-.!'.I'u.' administered, almost eoery fhing

HER J..."I||'J.|l||'.'._'_-' ..||'|.i;|i.-.

tered, and the Doctor fm

natives, however, the asafoetida pills have not lost their credit, Indeed, out of the seore of ren

ippears to have snceeeded.  See an srticle on #he canses, symiploms, and freafment of this diseasc

in ¥ The Angle-Hindpostani Hand-Book,'" p. 448
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Rapid are the changes whi

rising direet

(Thomson.

FEquestrians—for pedestrigns (1 mean Christian) are comparatively few—now

hurry home : some to their cots -'L:ZI:.II. bo dose away an hour before breakfast,
hut the more wise to an immediate bath. Breakfast, a meal in many honses
hardly. excelled in !-»'..:.*-!:-.ill-lillil_" h} the * rroaning boards® of our feadal an-

cestors—is upon table at 8 or 9. Rice, kitchuree, fried, preserved, or tamarind

fish. cold or fried meat, ':'|'|I'I|_Iﬁ.. Cur

omlets, erers, muiling, toast, fruit and
¢ entertainments,”” mav sometimes be seen on the table af

f:'“l'l"'."—:!l'.' I:"II;i,|'iI':'1L"'|'-|“i|i':' ani :I_II'.I-:"";r .-|'|';||'|||.|.|:.|.' [ | shies ]?L ||i_'_TEJl'fi'.‘!'I' ol Flee and

A varlety of othe

fish. To my, perhaps old fashioned., Englishe notions, one clreumstance,

eftmas ohservable. smacks more of fendal barbarity than twenty times the

ard—the absence of that which lends

Z'll LEH) '...I'-' |

::Il:,l. of I.:..".I|I|*- '-"i--||'| H

both to tea and breakiast table 1ts }:l'i!ut'ip:li gocial charm—the lady from her

legitimate place at its head. The weather, and the number of persons who
in India mayv often be seen congregating together at the tea table, may cer-
tainly form an accepted ]1'_-;:|. but whilst on the one hand I have seen ladies

with their wonted cheerfulness, perform the duties of that social meal to an

fifteen., and ever twenty persons, I have observed

HELTE R R E

others who, thou the number did not exceed four, have yielded up the

to the khansaman or Khidmutgar, who may be seen makinge tea at

a side-table.—But I am trollopizing.

Now have the stred 1k

i busy throng of palankeen earria

a. conveving both European and native ;f-ﬂﬂ‘llum*u to their offices

:
s, bugeies,

il II] ll. .|

Portuguese assistants, native baboos and

and avocations ; whilst the poo

aiveara. the millk white muslin of the latter forming a singular contrast with

the poor half naked chuttur-wallahs (umbrella-bearers) at their sides, are seen

upon font,

in the busy rendevouz of me nts and anctioneers, whose

ifairs seem to bid defiance to zolar blaze, all is guiet:

. 3 o -y
1 UINECE s BOTCEELLE
: ]..'.I'.lu.ll.'(fl.'l d

| few, but those whom dire necesaity -'-:‘ll;:«"|-‘». are seen abroad. Foremost

T,
amongst these I must not omit to place the patient, indefatigable and logua-

cions Bor-walla,—the i

rant |L'I|;;'.l.|.'i' vender of domestic small wares in

general—of those pertaining to the ladies in pacticular. To their service

does he seem devoted; and to their especial amusement, for probably a full

half hour, are spread abroad on the hall or verandah floor his diversified stores.

With t

iese he most probably assures his fair patronesses, in tolerable good




inglish, that he is parting at *° less his prime cost,”—or, on the other hand,
griovini] |_-|]:|]-|:|1':-|:f|_'. and |I|l:'||'.<:-£|il:‘.'L||_'.' mathers them together again and re-
arranges them in their tin boxes, —the only party benefitted by the transaction,
possibly, being the poor coolies who hawk the loads, and thus obtain a tem-
porary rest from their toil.

At 1 or 2 o’clock khidmutgars may be seen r'-|:|'.'L':.3:|_s_{ fiffins to then
masters, who may have no convenience for obtaining their lunch at office ;
but at home and 1in |:||'i'.:|E|' offices, where gentlemen unite and have both

convenience and leisure, tiffing become a more formal affair. ['-:-.p'.u]ll Mun-

dv most truly says :
¢ This suhsidiary meal is a favouri

| |I'|ii.|.-:i:=' 'i'::"!\.iiLII: IltI l|Il..li.|| ||I|' I:I.I.lilﬂ :'Illi] IMET 1'[ |..|I-\.:

Presidency, and iz the only repast at which appetit -»_{.'ll:‘l';ui'.:.' ]ll‘l:'m'u'l.'-u. A rich hash or hot

w a well cooled bottle of Claret or Hodgson's Pale Ale, with a '.'.'|I'il.|.:.' (i) of

CUETY, fallov

eastern fruit, are thus dispatched at 2 o'clock, forming in fact, a dinner, whilst the so-called
meal at 8 o'elock would be better named supper,’®

With less fashionable people, however, all hours between 3 and 6 o’clock,
just as business or office duties permit, are the more usual dining times.
At 4 the l.-_.'l;liv offices cloge: at 5 m':lr]_l. all business in Caleutta has censed,
and once more the monotony of the streets 18 broken by sound of vehicle.
Haply we have experienced some relief from both the monotony and heat
of the afternoon by a parting remembrance of the past season : a cloud has
dischureed its contenls over our heads—Ilaid the dust, and rendered the aw
pleasant and refreshing.

But now, as congregating fashionables first are seen on st and or espla-
nade, or the more retired or less worldly gifted, breathe the fresh air on their
terraces, how gorgeous is the western hemisphere !

R ———— the sinking sun
Lies veiled in its own lustre,”
(Major Henderson.)

So dazzling, so dreadful, so mighty in its coming,—so majestic, so grand,

yet so serene in its decline. Heaven’s gate seems open j—every westward
object is radiant with the crimson glow,—their brilliancy heightened and
relieved by the deepening shadows of the East. DBut why waste your time
upon prose of mine, when the poets—our Indian poets too—are at hand,
offering their beauties to my aid :—

% The geene is changed—Dbehind the ethereal mount

Now fringed with light—the day god downward speeds

His unsten way ;—yet where his kindling steps

Lit the blos VL, the radiant trace |'|_:;1:;|,:_|1~;.

Again! Apgain !

He proudly comes ! and lo ! resplendent sight |

Bursts through the cloud-formed hill whose shattered sides !
Are edged with mimic lightning I

'I"r-!lr.l-f. D, L., Rickardson.)

¥ Mundy's Pen and Pencil Sketches,
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Not vet are the attendant beauties gpent. * The fleecy clonds™ which but

Y

— shone

In chastened splendour, spreading like a ses

"

In wave like l_;||,|r_r._ ————

have become, though less brilliant, but the more lovely in their hues. Tind
upon tint, of unearthly and mellow richness, now form a kaleidoscopic are,
to the fantastic forms of which—
“ Of colour glorious, and effect so rare"
Mellon.)
how active i1s the imagination in attaching a world—a gorgeous world beyond
our own. Mountains, lakes, forests and cities rise and fall before g, —we
revel in the fleeting scene—till
“ —gentle evening comes ! The gradual breeze,
The milder radiance, and the longer shade
Steal o’er the scene !™
(D, L. R.)
Need I say what * lights and shades,”” what recollections and fond ima
ges at this hour ¢ steal o'er’ an exiles thoughts,—for though he may with
one of our poets declare—

there’s not
Beneath the eternal Heaven a spot
("er which the sun, the moon and sky
Display a lovelier radiancy

Than where the sacred Ganges flows,
Bulbul and the Kose ;™
I:l'_‘r:fl!. R. H McNa

Land of the

he would yet turn to his native land and exclaim with the Irish marine:
“—the beams of yon sun, wheresoever they shine
Never shone over scenes more enchanting than thins I
| J. [:_ Crraened. )

or as from the self-same lips which sang on * Ganges banks™—

“ Thon art still, 1o the exile return’d, for more dear
Than the fairest of climes he hath seen,
Home ! Home!
Than the fairest of climes he hath seen.”
(R. H. McNayl

e, )

The evening meal, being strictly English, offers no peculiarities, and sup
pers in private life are so rare as to be scarcely known : the remaining hours,
therefore, pass as Heaven and people’s pleasures will them. With no temp-
tation abroad, unless it be at one of the oceasional, but very few, places of
public amusement,—a half amateur play at the * Sans Souci,™ or a Soiree
at the "l'own Hall; or, with the more sober minded, the bi-weekly meetings

for religionus purposes, —the whole European population appear wrapt in




social and domestic quiet. True, upon those brilliant nights which woulc
tempt a hermit from his eave, an occasional escor! party may be met, either
stretching half way across the road “ in line™—or, more agreeably to some,

possibly, paired off * in file”—enjoying a quiet stroll in the broad street.
':::l[hl_*]'}a? with whom it seems to be the ]Jl,':_f:.lulilt:__" of the -=L'|].', betake them
selves to their studies, or duties, and a few—who, rising at 4 and 9 in the
I|'|[|[‘][-|'||H'.. find 9 and even 8 not too Ii_‘il.l']}' for rest,—10 their beds.

The stillness, if not the darkness of rl]g]:l , hns Vet a relief to its dulness,—
Yonder tamarind tree, breathing fire from every leaf, might furnish dreams
of r;ll:r],' land. “Tis an insect Jubilee :

“ The grasshopper, gnat and fly
Serve for our minstrelsy.” (Perey Ballads.)
Every patch of jungle seems to teem with merry making. Your ears,
assailed by the interminable hum and piercing chirpings of its countless
little denizens, amongst which—
(" Retreating, chasing, sinking, soaring
The darkness of the |.'|rl:s;' exploring.”)
(Bishop Heber.)
the fire-fly floats along
With dewy lustre, like a magic gem

"

(H. M. Parker.)
might lead you to conceive it nothing less than a tribe of celestial sprites
holding the ¢ Feast of Lanthorns.”

In some invisible fairy’s diadem ——*.

But the spell is broken—far other sounds than those of merry making
[ ; !
break with startling and almost appaling discord upon our ears. ’*Tis the

cry of our frequent nightly visitors the jackals, that, issuing from the drains
or other channels of the suburbs, thus announce their prowling.——Did 1

say appaling 7—Then have I beggared myself in words where most I need
Jackals |—Naiades and Sirens all | —But a little while gone, (I

them !
speak in reference to the heart of the city) and sounds compared with which
(to use the words of the poetic and amiable Bishop Heber)—

B — the jackal's cry

Resounds like svlvan revelry''—
nightly, and periodically through the night, aroused our terrified senses from
their balmy slumbers, too often with difficulty regained. ‘Fhus was the abo
mination |:Ji.L:Ln:'i‘l|.—l'-=:nl'.

ankrupt that I am in speech, I had better borrow
from the riches of others than mar the matter by my own poverty :—

# __Tt is something between a shrill scream of sudden agony, a roar, and a long funeral
howl—morea |_';|.|;'-|||:'-1'|_-:_:|;|:‘-1' thamn any, a rflll_:hl:tlll.a mixture of all. A sort of l.'-:-::|.i|-.:-'.:||:| of thi
bellowine of a mad bull, the sereech of a strangled crow, and the yell of a gealded hound.

¥ The Iw.._..-|'., hint was |;|-|;|f| .'-:I:. not thrown ow Wy, I have heard of some (fair one i'.:l'-illl.'; aktended

wl
ie=, that, emitting their emerald radianey at

Caleutta ball in a dress trimmed with encaged fi

LT ment to the

every breath, must indeed bave rendered the lady’s

nost imazinative |'-||:|':'|-Lil.l't|

H Rich as eastern diadem,™
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Again and again the super-human, super-br and yelling is renewed ; some-

times near, somelimes more remote, but always horrible ; and cach time that the sufferer

-il:' a little, a

thinks it has died away, and that he may by the special grace of heaven, e
b burst of unaccountable roars drives rest from his heavy eyelids and

very little sleep, a fres|

throws him into a paroxysm of perspiration—."*

—1I see your impatience—let me, by one further trifling Ljn:ﬂ:lﬁuu., ANEWEr
“ Was it indeed the wafchman #° exclaims an unfortunate new
arrival aud sufferer after a sleepless night—* what could have induced him

Cre Yol iIH'.-C.,

to utter .-uu_'h t'g'i:_fllllllLJ] SCPEANS ¢ —=¢ T"I-JL:N.' l:_l‘l.‘]:llllt.'hl his facetious ||H:-»1'I| to
preserve the peace of the city !”—and so, as this ingenious gentleman argued,
in one way it did, for, h}' a jm”:‘iullﬁ usze of howling, shouting, and screech-
ing like a mad jackal till he was heard a mile off, (which served as an obli-
ging intimation of his approach) all fears of i|{'|.{'t'r].'|_'.::l. friend—of a rencontre
—a broken head, or a disturbance were at once removed !

Such was—and, in the skirts of the city, such yet is—the ridiculous state
of our !I-Ig_'_]lt ;{llil]':l-l;LIH]Lip. but thanks to the common sense of some of our
police authorities (the blessings of peace be their portion ) the unparalleled
nuisance, thongh far from eradicated, is abating.

H].' what will appear an in-.*x]r“qu;:lrir contradietion in human nature, the
poor natives by whom we are surrounded appear to woo this destroyer of
their rest—eourd the violation of their peace, and tell you that dhey like if !
“ Would heart of man believe it '”"—The voice of the chowkeydar—himself,
Yol ||-.i1_:]'.l well believe, imbued with a 5]511"1L kindred to that of the school-
boy in the grave-yard—

“ Whistling aloud to hear his eourage up™—
affords them an assurance of safety, which they so love as to be willing to
gacrifice rest—permitting themselves to be calied by name al every round of
the walek, in order to be awakened to a sense of their enjoyment !

For cursclves, however, we live in hope that it will not be long ere the
* unutterably ani 1||:n]c~:~'|'t'-|".|:1|:-|} diabolical eries of the Caleotta -;-I.uu'J.L-_--r.,--

* which even now like

Spirits fling
Their long, wild yell upon the burthen'd air

And many & busy echo wakes ——————

il apt. James Abbaii,

i

to ¢ fricht the town from its propriety” s

all be altogether numbered with

the barbaritics that were—or heard only, like the * eldritch sereech and hol
low™ of departing fiends, in the distant, far distant suburbs.——Then, wul

not Lill then, shall we in reality retire to resf—and “I"""l' in peace.

Bole Ponjis, Euglishman, Jene 1304, 1840
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I greatly fear that 1 have wearied you with this domestic ramble, and only
trust that the trip to the torrid zone may not have cost you a return of your
old head-ache. I would I might think it could beguile rather than create
one. If I have been over-prodigal of your time, you will rest agsured that
I have measured it only by my own feelings, which have rendered it short
indeed. Cheered and encouraged by your society, let me, with the bard of
Olney, say—

# [ spem to have lived my childhood o'er again
To have renewed the _-|1|.'_'."-i that onee were mina
Without the sin of -.":ul-l.:inp: thine."—
And thus, steeped ¢ in Elysian reverie,” I could wander for a year; but
though 1 held command upon Gibeon and Ajalon, human patience and
endurance have their limits, and albeit my own seem infinite, surely 1 have
wearied yours.

My task is done: would it were to do again, so it could the while 11m,L|-
:.uunme:.—.nul. like the interminable tales of the doomed Scheherazade,
should indeed be long ere it were ended. But evening is far advanced, .!urul
however joyed all here would be to * have and to hold” you altogether, my
brief and airy tenure is exhansted. 1 have no power to keep you longer than
a day, and now unwillingly resign you ¢ homeward bound to the talismanic
agency which drew you hither.—Farewell! May favoring winds—cheering
and constant a8

11

—— thy flow of love
Ne'er roughened by those eataracts and breaks
That humour interposed too often makes,”

and gentle gales—harmless as poets “ balmy zephyrs’’—

1 those aromatic gales
That inexhaustive flow continual round”

conduct you in safety through fancy’s rapid flight”—

“ From the glad orient to the still loved west,”
and your own, endeare ., English fireside. There amidst itscherished associa-
tions, and the dear objects of your affections, may a place be found and reser-
ved for your absent but

Affectionate Son,
O — .
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