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All Ingenioufly Elaborate Students,
In the moft Divine Myfteries of
Hermetique Learning.

gl 4 o He Subjel of this enfuing Worke, # 4 Philofo-
= p=\) phicall accomnt of that Eminent Secret treafwr'd
up in the bofome of Nature; which bath been fonght
S22 4H for of Many, but found by a Few, notwith@anding
o= Experienc’d Antiquity hath afforded faithfull
b2l (thongh not frequent) Difcoveries thereof, Paft
Ages have like Rivers conveied downe to s, (npon the floate,) the
wore light, and Sophilticall pieces of Learning ; but What were
Peofonnd and Milterious, the weight and [olidity thereof, funke to
the Bottome 3 Whence every one Who attempts to dive, cannot eafily
fetch thems up i So,that what onr Saviour [aid to his Difciples, may
( I bope withsnt offence) be [poken to the Eletted Sons of Art ; Unto
you it is given to know the Myfterics of the Kingdome of God;
but to others in Parables, that feeing they might not fee, and hea-
ring they might not under(tand,
O#r Englith Philofophers Generally, (like Prophets) have re-
ceived lictle honour (wnle(fe what bath beene privately paid them)
in their owne Countrey ; nor bave they-done any mighty Workes
amongft us,except in covertly adminiftring their Medicine fo a few
Sick,andhealing them. ( For greater Experiments then What it per-
formes in Phyfick they.never publikely made Bew of.) Thns did 1.0,
(one of the fir[F foure Fellowes of the Fratres R. C.) in caring the
young Earle of Norfolke, of the Leprofic ; and Do&or B. in carry-
ing off the virulency of the Small-pox, rWice, from Queen Elizabeth;
infomrich that they mever appeared. Butin Parts abroad they have
found more noble Reception; and the world greedy of obteyning their
Workes 3 nay,(rather then want the fight thereof ) contented to view
A2 them
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Prolegomena.

them through a Tranflation, though never fo smperfell. Witneffe
what Maierus, Hermannus, Combachius, Faber, and many otheys
bave done 3 the firf} of Which cume ont of Germanie, fo five in
England;purpofely that he might (o underfand onr Englith Tongue,
44 to Tranflate Norton’s Ordinall isre Latin verfe, Which mafjxa
digionfly and learnedly be did :. Yot (vo onr foame be it Spoken) fis
Entertainement Was oo too conr(e for [o deferving a Scholler,

How grear a blemif is it thew 10 #s, that refulfe to reade [5 Famons
b4 1R ]
wehors iz o#r Naturall Language il Strangers are nece [itated
; B g 1 J o 1
to Reade them in Qars, to snderftand

them' in their Own, T er think,
the dignity of the Subje®, much more deferving, then their Paines.

If thi We do but sngenionfly (onfider, Weball Judge it more of Reafon
that We looke back upon, then neglect fuch pieces of Learning & are
Natives of our owne Countrey, and by this Inquifition, finde o
Nation bazh Written more, or better, althongh at prefent (as well
throngh onr owne Supinenefie, s the Decrees of Fate,) few of their
Workes can be found, John Leland tocke very m#rﬁ’ paines, even
at the yeilding up of the GhoR, of o Engli(h Learning, 7o preferve
it s latelt(bur wea kelt,'cane almofp (bent)Breath;and from bimJohn
Bale,with John Pitts(who indeed is buz Bale's Plagiary) bath left ns
a Catalogue of the Writers of ts Nation, and that’s neeve all, et
Polterity for this iz deeply obliged, what punithment then did their

peftilent Malice deferve, Who rob'd us of their whole Workes 2

A Juditions Author [peaking of the Diffolution of s Monafte-
ries, faith thys : Many Mann

lcripts, guilty of no othet fuperflitia
on then Red letters in the Front,were condemned to the Fire ,

and here a principall Key of Antiquity was foft to the ‘preat pre-
judice of Poftericy. Zndeed (fuch Was Learnings nisfortune, at tha
great Devaftation of our Englith Libraries, rhar) where a Red let.
ter or # Mathematicall Diagram appeared, they Were [ufficient to
sntitle the Booke to be Popith or Disbolicall,

Osr Englith. Nation bath ever- beene happy for Learning and
Learned men, and to illufirate this, I bepest will not prove diftafta
Jull, '

As firfly the Droyl (the famous and myfevions Deuydz) thae
were Priclts, D viners,and Wife men » and took their Originall and

Name from Druys Sarronyus ¢/e fourth King of the Celts, ( fyled

dyed Anna Mundi, 206 9,
Next

Sapicttum & Augurum Door, } who




Prolegomena.

ext the Bardi, who celebrared the Tlultrious Peeds of Famots

Men, which they ingenionfly disposd in Heroique Verle; and fung
shem to the [weere Melody of the Harpe : Amongst other Teltimo-
nies bereof recesve Chaucer’s 5

@ Ye olb gentle M zittons in hev Dayes

e vivers abentures maven I apes,

1R pmed Gl in her DJother Longue,

wbych Lapes, with hee Inlruments they fonge.

Thefe Philofophers had their N anse from Bardus Druyduns (¢he 5
King of the Celts,) Whowas the firt Inventot of Verfes, a Berofius
tells ws 3 and dyed AnMundi 213 8. Nather of thefe Sedks of Philo-
fophers fed any writing indeed it Was rot lawfull 5 for,) (uch Was
she Policy and Curiofity ef Elder Ages ( to defend their Learning
and Mylteries from the Inury of Ignorant Interpretations)that they
Jelivered ihem to Polterity, by Tradition anly.

Czfar teflifies, (andtis a noble Teftimony ) 7'hat.the Learning
of the Druydy, was firff invented i# Britaine, and thence transferr'd
into France s andthat, in all his time thofe of France came over
Lither to be Infiratted. Agricola ( Tacitus)preferrs the Britaines
before the Students of France ( notwithffanding that they Were of 4
docible Wit, and apt to Learne) in that they were curiond in attaine
ing the Eloquence of the Latin Tongue.

As for Magick, Pliny tells s, It flowrifbed in Britaine, andthat
she People there were fo devoted to it ( yea, with all Complements of
Ceremony) a man wosld think that even the Perfian learned his Mas
gick thence.

oA Gertane Poet, [ayes,that when the swrorld was troubled with
PannonickInvafions,England flourifhed in the knowwledge of all goad
Artss and Was able to fend of her Learned Men into other Conntrses,
to prepogate Learning ; and inftances Winifcid ( alias Boniface the
Devonthire AZan)and Willebroad(¢5e Northerne Man Jthat were
[ent into Germany.

Nay more, England was twice Schoole-Miltris o France ( for /o
fuith Pever Ramus') viz. Firft by the Druyde (Who tanght them
their Difcipline)and afterwards by Alcunius,in Charles the Great’s
f:}m;hrm‘gh whafe per[wafions the Emperour founded the Univer fity
of Paris. :

For the Saxons,it-is not to be denjed bist that many of tiaeis s after

A 3 their
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vheir converfien to Chriftianity, were exceedingly Learned |, and bé.
fore that, muck addiftedro § athfaying, Avzury - Divinarion by the
Neighi[-g of Horfes, coc. And tis Worth the H.a-@rm'r_y ( there ;}v'm!g:
mare in it then we ordinarily appreben A)why they in Generall wor[hip-
ed Byerthus [ i e, Dame Earth 1 for a Goddez, and bowoured
Mercucy above all the Gods of the Germanes, Whoms they called
Tooosen, ( bence TAODRIVEY oW oyr licOREDEY 2 ) For, they be-
heved that this Dame DOYNS Batermediated in Hamane Affaires
and Relieved the Poore ; whofe Image was made Armed, Fanding
among Blowers,having ix its vight hand 4 Stafte,and in it « Banner,
whereinwas painted a Rofe ; In the other Hand a Ballance, and #upon
the Head thercof a Cock 5 on the Brelt 4 carved Beare s and before
tbe Midle,s fixed Scutchion ; in Chiefe whereof was alfo « Ballance ;
in Face, a Lyon ; and in Point, 4 Rofe.oand for their God Yooobes
they efieemed him as their God of Battaile, reprefenting him by an
Armed Man. Infomuch that wee to this very da 1) retaine the Word
{lood amang us, to Signifie Fierce, Furions, Raging, [ as When one
# ina great Rage, we wfually [ay he is YO0OB : ] 8o the Mercury of
the Phulofophers is foaddowed under the fierce and tevrible Names ¢ of
Lyon,Dragon,Poylon,cic. Bac this 5s mor All » althengh it be Some-
thing.

jrd "0W 1o comae yet neerpr. 2, 0nr Selves ; we muft needs fay that
of Later Times (ffuce the Congquelt) owr N ation bath produced fach
Famous and eminently learned Mén, as have equall'd(if nat furpaff)
the greateft Schollers of ether Nations, and bappy were We if now
we tonld but partake of thofe Legacies they left, and which Envy and
Ignorance has defyanded ses of : ( Howfoewer the fnsall remainder
whicl is left, we have geod reafou. to prize,

Fo; out of olve FF feldg g SHen fapthe,

T ometh alie thig new € ozne fro peate fo peate;
& nv ont of olde Bokeg in good fapthe 1
@omethalle this Depence,thac Wenleare.)

That England Jasth beene Succeffively envick'd with [fuch Men,
our (Country mgn John Leland (#nd Inever beard be was Partiall)
abundantly Teltifies : who avers, Thar Generally wee bave hada
great namber of excellens Wits and Writers,learned With the beff as
Timaes ferved, who befides their knowledge in the foure Tongues, iz

whic
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shem excelled, there was o Liberall Science ér any
in which they have not fhewed certainte
and Wiit, And thies much for the Gene-

which part of

Feate concerning Learning ,
Arguments of great Felicity

rality of Learning,
Now for a Parcicular account of the Hermetique Sciencé, veuch-

fafe( Ingenious Reader) to accept the enfning Colle&ions, yet not

foy ai if therein were contained all the Workes of our Englifh Her-

metique Philofophers, ( for more are defign'din 4 Second Part o
follow and compleate this 4 ful Theatram ; the Whick G O D allows
ing me further Timme and Tranquility -zo ran through st, as I'have
already tkis, Iintend fbortly to m.ke ready for the Prefle.) Whereby

5 what Men we have had, no le[[e famosus for the

et more to manife
kinde of Philolophy, #hén for all other Gommendable Arts and

Sciences. _

T'o adde any thing to the praife théresf, were but to hold 2 Candle
before the Sunne ; or fbonld I bere deliver a full Account of the Mar.
vellous Operations and Effects thereof, it wosld be as far beyond the
limits of a Preface, as vemote from the Beliefe of the generality of the
World: DNor doe I expeél that all my Readers fhonld come with an
Engagement, #o believe what I here write , or that there was ever
any [uch thing in rerum NALUra s what we call A Philofophers
Stone,or will E perfWade them to it, (thongh I muft tell them I have
sot the vanity to publifl thefe Sacred and Serious Mylieries and
Arcana, s Romances) 4 enough that-I know Incredulity is given
to the world as a punithment. ez Ile tell thens what one of osir

Ancient Poeticall Philofophers fayes,

€ poin Sopl ipfien to mp Lay,

Something therebp potv mate finde,

@hat map content pour Minde s

3 Soill not fwzarc to makie poiw gibe credence,
-+ 0y 5 Phitofopher toill finde, heve in Ehideuce
DF the ruth ;amd to Men that be Lap,

3 (Bl not greatly wbat thep (ap.

Imunft profeffe I know enousgh to bold my Tongue, bt net enosigh
to Speake 3 and the no leffe Reall then Miraculous Fruits [ have
found inimy diligent enquiry into thefe Arcana, lsad me on to fuch

degrees of Admiration, they comimand Silence, and force me to bfe
my
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my Tongue. Yet, as one greatly affelling my Native Countrey, and
the [atisfallion of all Ingenious Ar tlls, 7haye publifed ( for their
© #fe) thefe enfuing Colle@ed Auntiquities ; and fhal bere Jay fome-
thing more then they (beak of. : '

He wio (ball have the happine e to meet with §. Du nftans rporke
De Occalta Philofophia, (« Booke which E.G. AL made mych e
ofy and whicl fhall chiefly back, what heve I' ams about to {ay) may
therein reade fuch Stories 4 will make. bim amaz’d 1o think whas
ftupendions 4»d Immenfe things are to. bee - performed by
werise of the Philofophers Mercuty, of which 2 Tafie onely and no
f3are, \ {

eAnd firt, of the Minerall Stone, the Which i wrought #p to the
degreeonely that bath the power. of Tranfmuting any I mperfedk
Earthy Matter into i25 wtmoft degree of Perfe@ion 3 that is, tocone
vert the bafeff of Metalls into perfece Gold and Silver s Flints jntg
all manner of Peecions Stones 3 [as Rubies, Saphirs, Emeralds sand
Diamonds, e5c.] and many mare Experiments of the Like natnre,
Bt as this s bus apart, Jo it s the leaft foare of that Blefling
which may be acquired by the Philofophers Materiasf the full vertug
thereof Were knowwe. Gold. Leonfelle is 4 delicipus Obje, a.goodly
Light, whichwe admire and gaze #por it Pueri in Junonis avem .
but, as 1o make Gold ( faith an incomparable Authour) is the cheif-
elt intent of the Alchimilts, fo was it frarce any intent of the
ancient Philofophers, and she loweft wfe the Adepti made of thes
Materia, :

For they being lovers of Wildome maare then Worldly Wealeh,
drove at higher and more Excellent Operations: 4nd certasnly He
to Whoms the Whale Courle of Nature byes opem, vejoycerh mot [5 mnch
that he can make Gold and Sitver, or the Dive lis tg become Subje
10 him.as that be [ces the Heavens open; vhe Angells of God Afcend-
sng and Defcending, andthat bis oon Nawseis fasrely written inthe
Book of life, :

Next, to come to the Vegitable, Magicall,znd Angelicall Scones;
the which have in them no pars of the Minerall Stone ( Quatenus «
Stone Fermented i) Metafine wnd Euothy Nature ) for they are
marvelonfly ‘Subtile ; and sach of them aﬁiﬁrﬁr_giﬂ Operation g
Nature, becasnfe Fitted and Fermented for feverall EGo®s and
Parpofes. Dowtilelfe Adam {wirh whe: Bathiers before the Flood,

and
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and fince) Abraham, Mofes, and Solomon , wrought many Won-
ders by them, yet the mtmoft of their Vertues they never fully under-

sodinor indeed any but GOD the Maker of All thingsin Heaven
and Earth,blefled for evermore.

For, by the Vegitable may be perfellly knowsn the Nature of Man,
Beafts, Foules, Filhes, zogether with all kinds of Trees, Plants,
Flowers,¢c.and how to produce and make them Grow,Flouri (h ¢
beare Fruit 3 bow to encreafe them in Colouc and Smell , and When
and where we pleafe, and all this not onely at an inftant,Experimenti
gratia, émt Daily, Monethly, Yearly,az any Timc, at any Seafon ;
yeazin the depth of Winter. And therefore not unlike, but the Wall-
nut-Tree which anciently grew in Glaltenbury Church-yard, ana
never put forth Leaves before S.Barnzbies Day , yer then was fully
loaded With them, as alfo the Hawthorne there; [o greatly famid for
[hooting forth Leaves and Flowers at Chriltmas , together With the
Oake in New-Forrelt in Hamplhire that bore greene Leaves at the
fame Seafon ; may be [ome Bxperiments made of the Vegitable
Stone,

Befiaes the Malculine part of it Which #s wronght up te a Solar
Quality, and through its excieding Heat Wil burne sp and deftroy
any Creature,Plant,¢5c.T bat Which #s Lunar & Feminine (if imsme~
diately applyed) will mitigate it with its extreme Cold : and in like
manner the Lunar Quality bensms and congeals any Animall, ¢ic.
unleffeit be prefently helped and refolved by that of the Sun 5 For
though they botb are made ont of one Natural Subftance;yet in Work-
ing they have contrary Qualitiesineverthele[Je there 1 [uch naturall
Affilkance betWeen thems, that what the one capnot doe, the other botls
can, and will perforns,

Nor are their inward Vertues more then thesr outward Beauties;
for the Solar part i of fo refplendent, tranfparent Lultre , that the
Eye of Man ss fcarce able toindure it 3 and if the Lunar part be ex-
pos’d abread in a dark Night, Birds will repasre to ( and ciresnlate
about ) ityas aFly round a Candle, and [ubmit themfelves to the
Captivity of the Hand : And this invites meeto believe, that the
Stone which the ancient Hermet (being then 140 Vears old) tooke ont
of the Wallin bis Cell , and fhewed Cornelius Gallus, 4nn. 1602.
was of the N ature of this Vegitable Stone : For,(upon the openng

his Golden Box Wherein it Was inclofed ) it dilated its Beames alf
B ouey
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over the Roome, and that with fo greas Splendor , thar 52 overcame
the Light that Was kindled therein 5 Befides the Hermet refufedto ©
project it upon Metall (as being umworthy of it)out made bis Experi- :
ment #pon Veronica and Rue,

By the Magicall or Profpe&ive Stone iz 7 poffeble to difcover any
Perfon sn what part of the World foever, altkongh never fo fecretly
concealedor hid 3in Chambers, Clofets, or Cayernes of the Earth;
For there it makes a ftrift Inquitition, Jr 4 Wordyit fairely prefents
%o yomr vieW even the whole World, wherein ¢ behold, heare, or
fee your Delive. Nay more, It enables Man rounderltand rbe Lan-
£nage of vhe Creatures, as the Chirping of Birds, Lowing of Bealls,
&c. To Convey a Spirit into an Image, which by obferving the
Influence of Heavenly Bodies, Ball become 4 trae Oracle ; And yes
tbis @E. A. affnres yon, i nat any wayes Necromanticall,or Devi-
bih; bm eafy wonderous eafy, Naturall and Honeft,

Lajtly, as tonching the Avgelicall Stone, iz is fo fubtill, fasth the
aforefasd Author,that it can weither be feene, felt, or weighed ; bz
Talted only. The voyce of Man(Which bears fome proportion to thefe
[wbtill properties,) comses frort in comparifon ; Nay the Air it felfe 7s
wot fo penetrable, andyer (0O myfterions Wonder ! ) A Stone , thas
will lodge in the Fire to Exetnity Withous being prejudiced, Tt hath
Divine Power, Celeftiall, and Invilible, above theveft ; and endwes
she po(fe(for With Divine Gifts, Ir affords the Apparition of Angells,
andgives a power of conver(fing With them , by Dreames and Reve.
lations : mor dave any Evill Spirit approach the Place where it lodg.
eth. Bicanfe it is 4 Quinteflence wherein there is no corruptible
Thing:and where the Elements are not corrupt,no Devill can fay
or abide,

8. Dunfton oully it the Food of Angels, wnd by others it i
tearmed The Heavenly Viaticum ; The Tree of Life sand 15 gn.
donbredly (next under G O D ) the trwe Alchochodon,or Giver of
Wears; for by i+ Mans Body preferved from Corraption, beiy g
vhereby inabled to live 4 dong vime withowt Foode: way “tis made g
e ftion Whether any Man can Dye thar wfes. is. ¥which I doe not fo

¢ Pouch admire, as to think Why the Pofleflors of it [bonld defive to live,
#hat have thofe Marifeftations of Glory and Erernity, prefented snte
sheir Blethly Byes ; bar vather defire to be Diflolved and 10 enjoy the
fult Braition, then live where they monf? be content with the bar o Spe-

sulation, After

S W— ———R—
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Afver Hermes had once obtained the Knowledge of this Stone, he
gave sver ehe nfe uf all other Stones , and therein only df!:'gb!rd:
Mofes,and Solomon,(rogether WithHermes were the only three that)
excelled in the Xoowledge thereof , and who therewith Wronght
Wonders.

T hat there is 4 Gift of Prophefie bid in the Red-ftone, Racis will
tell yom ; for thereby (faithhe) Philofophers have foretold things
to come : And Petrus Bonus avers, that they did Prophefie, not on-
ly Generally bmet Specially ; baving a Fore-knowledge of £he Re-
furre@ion, Incarnation ¢f Chrilt, day of Judgement, and that the
World fBonld be confumed with Fire : and this not otherwife , then
froms the Infight of their Operations, ;

In Briefe, by the true and varions ule of the Philofophers Prima
materia ( for there are diverfities of Gifts, but the {ame {piric)
the perfection of Liberall Sciences are made known , the Whole Wil
dome of Nature may be grafped : And ( NotwithfFanding What has
been [aid, Imuft further adde) There are yet hid greater things
then thefe,for we have feen but few of his Workes.

Howbeit, there are but a few Stocks that are fitted to Inoculate
the Grafts of this Science on : They are My[teries Incommunicable
to any but the Adepti, and thofe that bave beewe Devoted even
from their Cradles to ferve and waite at this Altar: And how rare-
Iy fuch have been heard of, may appear by Norton:

Fropfesw ((aith ke ) o2 feaveely Dne
¥ n Fifteene & ingdbowmes havour 1Red Stone.

And they perbaps were ( With 8.Paul ) Caught up into Paradice,
and a be, heard unfpeakeable Words, /o zbey, wromght unoperable
#Workes; fuch as it is not lawfull for to utter.

Of fuch as thefe thevefore will 1 glory,yet of my felfe 1 will not
glory,but of mine Infirmities. A4n4 truly whether fuch were inthe
Body or out of the Body I cannot tell, GO D knoweth, dowbe:
Je[fe they were not far from the Kingdome of G QO D.

But Ifeare I have waded too farre ; and therefore now to give
fome Particolar Account, afWwell temching the Publication of 7k
Worke, s alfo the Difpofition thereof,and the Niature of the Obfe-
lete Language wherein tis Written : I fball in the First place acquaint
tbe Reader, that the kinde Acceptance my former Endeavours re-
ceived at the Hands of Candid ArtiQs,in publifbing fome Chemicall
ColleQions ; wery earnsftly invited me to finde ont a Second 1;1'::&

b2 wheree
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wherewith to prefent thofe Gratefull Perfons.  whereupon Iinpen-
ded to rally wp fome of my own Conceptions #n this Science, and ex-
pefe shem alfo to she Telt : But (0 this end, reviewing the Philofo.
phers) I found that many (affuming that Name) Wrote what theis
Fancies, not their Hands bad wrought, and further then in Appre-
henfion “had #et feene Proje@ion ; (amongit whoms our Ripley was
fometime One , as appeares by bis Ingenions RetraQation, hereafter
mentioned :) and being truly [enfible of the great Injury [uch
Workes bave done young Students ( at the firft not able 16 diftin-
g8ifh, who have written spon their undeceveable Experience, who
wot 5 and confequently , not which to follow , or Which te avoyde ) I
withdrew my Thoughts ( baving never as yer fet my [elfe Effe@u.
ally wpon the Manuvall Praife ) leff 1T fhould addeto the many In-
jacies the World bas already fuffered, by deliveringth: bare Med-
ley.of my Dabious Apprehenfions, Withost the confident Artelty-
tion of PraQife s and be juftly effeemed as indifcreete 4 thofe whoms
Ripley msentions, that prate

Df Bobin BHodeand of hig 15 o,

{ibich never Mot therein 3 trofw.

Yet flill cafting about what to make choyce of, at length (by the
suconragement of [ome that are Indulrious after publique benefic )
Cent rnf msy Thoughts, ‘and fix'd them on this defigne of Colle&ing
Al (or as many as I conld meete With) of onr own Englifh Herme-
tique Philofophers, axd to make them publique.

Nor déd I change this Refolution With my Clothes, notwithfand-
ing the Difficultics 7 faw, ready to encounter and obfErui? the Ua-
dertaking : For, befides the Paines and Care that was thereunto re-
quifite , the Feare of not meeting with, or obtaining the Originall
Manulcripts, or Authentique Copies of this Nature, (which I knew
to be in fome Mens hands, yet wanting them my felfe,) JoreWdly be-
fet g though nothing difoourag’d me : yet was I tharewitl freely and
plentifully (upplyed by fome worthy and intimate Friends , Wioms I
wonld.gladly bere mention , but that I Well know they delight not to
fee their Names in Print. Thefe had, My Care Was next to difpofe
themin [uch a Scries as might be anfwerable to theRefpective Times,
Wherein each Author Flourithed ;. and withall to the beft Advantage
of the laborious Student : the which I have manag'd with fo juft an
Adcquation,as (1 hope) Will nesther detraf? from the due Honour of
the Qneynor yet difwrbe or darken the direét path of the Other.

Bue
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Prolegomena.

Bt whillt Twas doing this, 1 made a Queltion ( in regard fome
philofophers had writ in Vetle, others in Prole ) Which of thefe
rould take Precedency ; and afier fome Confideration adjudged it to
+he Poegique part : Avid that, nor only becanfe its (I}ﬂg:nali may
prném‘-‘*{? Anticipate the time af Orpheus, ( nd't.";rmg#; be be noted by
Maieros,Primus Antiﬁ-:s,Sacﬂrdns,Thm'lngus}P’A T ES,& Dotbor
totius Gracorum nationts ) becanfe that Linus #s [aid to be the moft
Perite of any Lyrick Poet, and fo Ancient that [ome [uppofe bhim
Mafter to Orpheus, Who writ that admirable Allegory of the Gol -
den Fleece, and Yeas the firft of all the Grecians that brought tbe
Chemick Learning ( with other Sciences) ont of Egipt, as the other
the firft that browght the Phznician Learning to the Grecians :fflﬂ_}'
not only for that it is the Ancienteft,and Profe out of Latter #fe with
oiber WNations: but becanfe Poetry bath bin moft Anciencly ufed with
us,and (a if from & Grant of N uu-:r.)ﬁ;f!dfm-_g.wﬁ;'nmwe,

Againythe Excellent Malody thereof # (o Naturall and Uaiver-
fall as that it [cemes to be borne With all the Nations of the World,
2 an Hereditary Eloquance proper ta ak Mankinde : Nor was this
all for Imry"fd{rfdrbmi; Claimes a Generall fucceffion, arnd Re-
ception, s Al Nations, all Ages, Who were never Withortt a Ho-
mer, 2 Virgil, or an Ovid : Nonot this fmall Segment of the World
[England? Withent a Rafis Ceftrenfis and an Hortulanus ; For the
Firlt of thefe, His Liber Luminum, and bis LumendsLuminum, are
she Ancientelt now extant in LatineVetfe : In the Latter of Which, I
cannot omit this Title of hzs, L Refponfio Rafis Celt renfis Filio fuo
Mertlino 3 ] Whereby it appeares Le was Merlin's Contemporary (¢
leaft) if not his Maltet in tbis Abltrufe Myftery. The/e Workes of
Lis are both Publifved by Hermannhus, out very Imperfeltly , as I
found by Comparing shem With a Manufcript, as ancient as King
John's Time. And for the Second He was the firff Chriftian Philoe
fopher afterMotienus,who ( travelling abroad and returning hither in
she Raigne of William the Conqueronr)becanfe be was the firft that
Tranfplanted the Chemicall Mules from remoteft Parts into bis own
Country;ss called Garland,ab Coronam Hermeticam & Poeticam,
But, to vetsirne to onr Matter.

If neither its Antiquity, wor the Natorall Ratification,Gznerall
Succeffion,and Reception thereof, were enoxgh te aliow it the Righ’-
hand of Bellowthip, yet I fuppofe the Efic@s thereef, ( which fo
affelt and delight the Eate, rejoyee the Heart , fatisfie 1he Judge-

ment,




Prolegomena, 2
a[; ‘ment, and indulge the Hearers ) juftly may : In rvegard Poely bas 4
i Life, a Pulle, and fucha Jecret Energy, as leaves in the Mindea far
I deeper Impreflion,then What vuns in the flow and evenle(f: Numbers
; of Profe : whereby it won Jfo mnchupon the World, That in Rude
Times , and even among i Barbatous Nations, When other fores of
’ Leatning flood excluded, there wa nothing more in Eltimation, 4nd
N for that we call Rythme ; zhe Cuftome of divers of onr Saxon and
i Norman Poets, fhewes the Opinion they bhad thereof s whilff the
Ly Latine ( notwithftanding its Excellency ) conld not [#ficiently delight

I their Bares, unlefe their Verfes (inthat Linguage, ) were form'd
u;i.: with an Harmonicall Cadence » dnd .&rawgér into Rythme : Nop
did the Ancicnts wrap #p their Chiefelt Mylteries, any Where elfe,
’h| then inthe Parobolical ¢ Allufive pare of Poetry as the mof#Sacred,
'

and Venerable in their Elteeme,and the Jecuref} from Prophane and
Vulgar Wits, For fuch was the Loodne(fe of onr Fathﬂrf,rédﬂédj
i Would not willingly bazard(much leffe throw Jthesy Childrens Bread
i among Dogs ; And therefore their Wif; dome and Policy was, Firf?,
i to finde ont a way to Teach , and thes ax Art ( which was this) te
it Conceale. I a2 word, o prefer Profe before Poetry, is no other, or
better, then to let a Rough-hewen-Clowne, take re Wall of 2
Rich.clad-Lady of Honour : or 7 Hang a Prefence Chamber Wiz
Tarpalin, inflead of Tapeltry.
it And for thefe Reafons, and ot of thefe Refpe@s, the Poeticall(as
1 I comseiv'd) deferved the Precedency,

| 1§ HoWbrit probably fome of thefe Pieces ( 70w brought te publique
Light ) bad welnigh peri(h'd in 4 Jfilent Ruine ; and Deftru®ion got
# compleate Viclory over them s but that my Diligence and Labori-
ous Inquifition refewed them from the Jawes thereof : being almop
guite [brouded in the Dult of Antiquity,and involv'd in the obfcurity
of forgotten things, with their Leayes balfe Worme-esten. 4nda
wonder it is, that ( like the Creatures iy Noahs Arke) they were
hitherto (o [afely preferved from that Univerfall Deluge, which ( at

#he Diffolution of Abbies ) overfloWed our greatest Libraries,
eAnd in doing thus, I prefimse it no Arrogance to challenge the
i Reputation of performing a Worke, next thar of @ Mans own ; and
ir fomething more, in that (as I:f.é:‘ﬁt:’f?.‘i"g the Eligir 5 felfe ) I have
g made Old Age beconse Young and Lively, 4y reftoring each of the
, Ancient Writers, not only to the Spting of their feverall Beauties, but

i % the Summer of their Strength and Perfeion,
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Prolegomena.

As for the whele Worke it felfe , it is {heav'd #p from a few
gleanings.s part of onr Englith Fields; where though I bave beflow-
ed my Indaltry 2o pick, up bere and there, what I conld finde in my
way, yet I believe there are many other Pieces of this Nature in
private Hands, which if any are pleas’d ( out of the [ame Ingenious
{core that I have poblithed thefe,) ro Communicate tome: I fhall

3t thereonavalue furable to the worth of their Favours, and les the
World kxnow irs Obligation to them befides.

The Style and Language thereof, may, I confeffe (to fome ) [eeme
Irkfome and Uncouth, 2nd fo it is indeed to thofe that are [trangers
therennto s but withall very Significant : 0/d words have frrong
Bmphafis ; others may look mpon them as Rubbilh or Triflcs, bus they
are grofly Miltaken : for whar fome light Braines may effeem as
Foolith Toys ; deeper Judgements can and will value as Sfosnd and
ferious Matter.

we Englifh bave often warsed onr Eafbions( [uch is the levity of oser
Fancies) and therefore if yon meet with Spellings different from thofe
in ufe; ar unconth Words as ffrangely ridiculons,ar a Maunch,Hood,
Cod-piece , or Trunke-hofe , know ;ar they Were the fafkionable
Attyres, fo thefe the ufuall Diale@s of thofe Times : And Poltericy
Will pay us in owr own Coyne , fbonld we deride the behaviour and
drefle of owr Anceftors. For We muft confider thar Languages which
are daily ufed'in our Difcourfe, are in ascontinuall Mutation : what
Cultome brings into habit,is beft lika for the Prefent,whether it be to
vevive What is lot, or intreduce fomething NEW ; or to piece up the
prefent , with the retained fbreds of What preceded ; But leaened
Tongues(which are contain'd inBooks )injoy a more immurable Fate,
becanfe not fubjel ro be Wafbr aWay with the daily tyde and current
of Times. T hey are like the fathion and Drapery wronght on Marble
Statues which muft ever be retained withowt alterations

Avd thevefore that the Truth and Worth of eheir Workes might
receive no Diminution &y my Tranfcription, purpofely retain’d the
old Words and manner of their Spelling, as I found them in the Ori~
ginalls (excepeonly fome palpable Miltakes and Blemifhes of former
Tranfcribers,which I sook upon me to corre& and purge as litle more
then Litterall imperfe@ions:)yet not to Kave theReader unfatisfied,
bave added 4 Compendious Table, for the Interpretation of Old,
uoufuall,and obfolete Words,and thereby fmoath'd (as I fuppofe) the
Paflage for fuch as have not hitherto bin Converfant in rhefe An=
cient Rough- hew'd Expreflions, Wheree
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Wherefore you that love to converfe with the Dead, or confult with
their Monuments, draw near : perhaps yos may find more benefit in
them then the Living;There yor may meér with the Genii of orer Hex-
metique Philofophers , /earme the Language in Which they woo'd and
cosrted Dame Natare , and enjoy them more freely, and at Greater
Command,(to fatisfie your Doubts)then when they Were in the Flelh;
For,they bave Written more then they wonld Speake ; and left their
Lines /o Rich, as if they bad diffolved Gold in their Inke, and clad
their Words with the Soveraign Moy{lure,

My Annotations are limited Within the Bounds of what is Hilto-
ricall , or what occafionally muff needs intrench on the Confines of
other Arts, and all Glofles npon the Philofophicall Worke parpofely
omitted, for the fame Reafons that I chofe to (end forth other Mens
Children into theWorld rathber then my oWn. And what prefumptu-
ous Miftaks, or Errors, the Candid Reader Ball meet with,will([
bope)be Cenfured With no le(fe Favour and Charity,then that where-
oy they are wont to Judge theFaults of thefe they efteem their Friends
and Well-wilhers.,

And oW to Conclude : May the GOD of NATURE be grati-
onfly pleafed(ont of the Immesfe Treafusry of his Goodnefs)tovonch-
Jfafe all {uch(swhofe good Angells direét thems toor have alveadly Reli-
gioufly Engaged them in this Mylterious knowledge)the Full and En.
tire Accomplifhments of @ Tr#e and Pious Philofopher, [ To wit,
Learning, Humility, Judgement, Courage, Hope,Patience,Difcre-
tion,Charity ¢ Secrecie: 17 bat [0 they may exjey the Fruits of their
Labours, which otherwife Will be but vain,and unpleafant:and cane-
le[ly render the Divine Science and Secret it felfe, Contemptible,

Farewell (Indultrious Students) axd lez your Goodnefle fill in-
vite me to accomplifh the End I'have propofed : In doing Which, (I
prefume) you may one Day efteeme me, better deferving your Patro.
nage ; At leaft-Wife, your charitable Cenfure : which s afl the Re-
compence Expeced or Merited, by him, Who is {

Yours Really Devoted,

E. e fhmole_.

26 Jan, 165 3.
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Zber ifte Clericts monfirar [cientiam .
Liber fed Laicis asget in{citiam :

Liber, honores juvans per copiam .
Et Liber pauperwm fugans inopians :
Liber fiduciz eft & veritatis :
Regibus confilinm, doctrina Prelatis -
Et Liber utilis wiris beatis
Fivere quicupiunt abfq, peccatis.
Liber [ecretum, Liber doni Dei,
Electss [emita, vires bone fpei,
Valensconftantibus firmi fidei =
Ve non credentibus werbis oris mei,
Lusgrunt Alchimiam_ falfi quoque yel¥; :
Falfs fine numero, [ed bi (unt feject;,
Et cupiditatibus (bes)tot funt infects,
Kuodinter mille millia,vix funt tres electiy
Iftam ad [cientiam wmulti [unt vocati
Nobiles, ¢ panperes,infeit, literati
Qui noflunt labores, neque tempus pats s
Ideo non perficient quia funt ingrati.
Libey. Artis filios-docet ifte [atis,
Ruibus bac percipere dews dedis gratis,
Vfrﬁfuffrprﬂpéffrm guatuor bis credatis,
Omniadat gratis divina fons pietatis..
Hac nobilis [cientia eft tantum illis data,
Rt diligunt juftitiam mentecum beata
Dolsfis, ¢ raptoribus (ed eft denegata,
Propter peccata tardantur munera grata,
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His Booke the greate ft Clearkes mayteach,
But fhorteneth the Vulgar-Reach:

A Booke that gets (by Wealth) Renowne,
And Beggles atathred-bare-Gowne :
A trufty-Booke of faithfull-Things ;
Inftruéting Priefts; Advifing Kings:
A Booke that’s fitted for the fence
Of Man, who lives without offence :
A Booke of fecrets given by God
To men Elect, # Beaten- Trod :
Availing fuch as conftant be
In Faithand Hopeand trufting Me.
Good Men and Bad , even Numberlefie,
(The latter, but without fuccefle)
Defire the wart : Bucftill(Alas !)
They arefogiven to Avarice,
That of a Million, hardly three
Were cre Ordaind for 4lchimy.
Yet many calledevery Hoare,
Learw'd and Unlearned, Rich, and Poore
W ho'll neither Tewd nor take the Paimes
And thereforeTrndge without the Gaines.
On whom Ged doth this 47t beftow,

Her Sons may herein fully know : * Thefe foure

By thefe * foure-lines youmay br:liﬂ-‘f: Propherick
Heaven doth all things gratu give. o T
This 47t in fuch you only finde eAbbot of Brid-
As Faftice love, with [potles- Minde : iisgroy oo
g - , Wi f}? ¢s-IMinac phecies, #bi de
But tis deny’d to gwilefull Men Tauro, &'

For fin protratls the gifts of Heaven.
C 2 Thefe
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Sape Reges Anglia decoraffet hac yes,
Firmafiin domino ﬁ#\gf ¢t cornm [pes 5

Lie [edqni capiet per “hanc vem honores,
Antiquos mores mutabit in meliores,
Ifte comque venerit, vegnum reforinsabit,
Virtutibus ¢ moribas, ¢ exemplum dabit
Sempiternum Regibus; plebs tunc jubilabit,
Et mutuo (e diligens landes Deo dabit:

O Rex, hac facturus ! Dewm Regems ora,
Et cjus anxilinm pro ve bac implora :
Tunc regi juito fulgenti mente decora
Grata fupervenient gu4 won fperabitu hora,




Thele had adorn’d the Englifh-Threne,
If they had trufted Ged alone:
For he that hereby Honor winns,

Shall change the old for better things.

And when he comes to r#le the Land,
Reforme it with a vertwons hand :

I caving examples of geod decdes

To every King that him [ucceedes :
Then fhall the People Fubili3e

Tn mutuall love 5 and facrifife
Praifesto God. O King that fhall
'Thefe Workes ! implore the God of all
For timely helpe,in this geod thing :
Soto a Fuft, and Glorious King,

M oft goodly Graces fhall defcend,

When leaft look’d for : To Crowne his End.

Cj
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{ O the honor of Ged,One in Perfons three,

5| This Boke is made,that Zay-men fhulde it
| And Clerks alfoe, after my deceafe, (fee,
o| Whereby all Lay.men which putteth

(them in preafe,
— Tofeechby Alkimygreat ryches to winn

May finde goodCounfell er they {uch warke begin,

And greate deceipts they may hereby cfchewe,

And by this doé&rine know falf men from trewe,

NathlesClerks greate feacreats heere may leare,

But all L&y men fhall finde heere caufe to feare,

And to beware of falfillufions,

Which Maltiplyers worke with their Conclufions :

But for that I defire not worldly fame,

But your good prayers, unknowne fhall be my name, °
That no man fhulde therafter fearch, ne looke,

But wifcly Confider the flowers of this booke :

Of every eftate that is within Mankind

If yee make fearch much people ye may finde,

Which to dlkimy their Corage doe addrefs

Only for appetite of Lucre and Riches.

As Popes with Cardinalls of Dignity,

Archby[hopes with Byfhopes of pigh degrees

With 4bbots and Priors of Religion,

With Friars,Heremites, and Preests manie one .

And Kings with Princes and Loyds great of blood,

For every eftate defireth after good

And
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And Merchaunts alfo which dwell in the fiere

Of brenning Covetife, have thereto defire;

And Commaen-workemen will not be out-lafte,

For as well as Lords they love this noble Cratte ;

As Gould(mithes whome we fhulde left repreve

For fights in their Craft meveth them to beleeve :

But wonder it is that Wewvers deale with {fuch -warks,

Free Mafons and Tanners with poore Parifh Clerks s

Tailors andGlafiers woll not thereof ceafe,

And cke fcly Tinkers will puc them in the preafe

With greate prefumption;but yet fome collour there was;

For all fuch Men as give Tin¢ture to Glaffe:

But many Artificers have byn over-fwifte

With hafty Credence to fume away their thrifte:

And albeit that loffes made themtofmarte,

Yet everin hope continued their hearte,

Trufting fome tyme to {peede right well

Of many {uch truly1 can tell,

Which in fuch hope continued all their Iyfe,

W hereby they were pore and made to unthrife :

Tt had byne good for them to have left off

In feafon, for noughte they founde but a fcoffe,

For trewly he that isnot a greate Clerke

Is nice and lewde to medle with this warke s

Ye may truft me well it is no fmall inginn

To know all {ecreats pertaining to the Myne

Foritis moft profound Philefophie,

The {ubtill {cience of holy Alkimy |

Of which Science here 1 intend to write,

Howbeit I may not curioufly indite.

For he that fhulde all a common people teache,

He muft for them ufe plaine and common f{peache s

Thoughthat I write in plaine, and hoemely wife

Nogood Man then fhulde fuch writenge difpite;
All
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All earasters that write of this Soleme werke
They made their Bokes to many Men full derke,

il In Poyfes, Parables, and in Metaphors alfoe,

i Which to Shollers caufeth peine and woe:

-1!:-'.'4;.!5 For in their practife whan they would it affay,
They leefe their Cofts, as men fee aldaye.
. '] Hermes, Raﬁ‘i, Geber, and Awicen,

i Merlin, Hortolan, Democrit, and Mories,

Bacon and Raimond, with others many moe

Wrote under covert, and «Ariffotle alfoe.

For what hereof they wrote with their penn,

Their Cloudy Claufes dulled many Men :

Y¥vo Lay-men, Fro Clearks, and fo fro every Man

They hid this 47¢ that no Man finde it cann.

By their bokes do they thew Reafons faire,

Whereby much people are brought into difpaire. .

Yct Anaxagoras wrote plaineft of them all

In his boke of Converfions maturall s

Of the old Fathers that ever I founde

He mcft difclofed of this Science the grownde

Whercof Aristotle had greate envy,

And him rebuked unrightfully

In many places, as I can well report,

Intending that men to him fhulde not refort :

For heavas large of his cunning and love,

God have his [oule in bliffe with him above :

And fuche as fowed envious feede,

God forgive them their mifdeede.

As the Megnke which a Boke did write

Of athoufand receipts in mallice for defpight;

Which be coppied in many a place

W hereby hath beene made pale many a Face;

And many Gewnds have byne made bare of hewe,

And men made fals which before tyme were trewe.
- W herefore
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Whetefore my Pitty doth me conftreyne
To thew the trewth in fewe words and plaine ,
. Soethat you may fro falle doétrine fice,

If ye give Credence to thisboke and mee 5

Avoide your Bokes written of Receipts,

For all fuch Receipts are full of Deceipts 5

Truft not fuch Receipts, and lerne well this Claufe,
Nothing is wronght but by bis proper Canfe :
Whereforethat Practife fallech farr behinde
Wher Knowledge of the caufe is not in minde:
Therefore remember ever more wifely, (whie.
That you woorke nothing but you knowe howe and
Alfoe he that wguld in this 4rze proceede ,

To elchewe falthood he hath greate need :

For trewth is good which this 4rte muft guide,

W herefore to falfhood ye may never flide s

But ftedfaftly your minde mufk be fet,

Fals Colloured Metall never to Counterfett 5

As thei that {ecke Blanchers or Citrinacions,
Which woll not abide all Examinacions,

W herewith fals Plate they make as they cann

Or Money to begu le fome good trew Mann :

But God hath made that of thisbleffed 4rse,

1L that be fals {hall have thereof noe parte;

He muft have Grace that would for this Aree{ue,
Therefore of right him needeth to be trew

Alfo he may not be trobled in his Minde

With ourward charges, which this 4rte would finde:
And he that would have his intent,
. He muft have Riches fufficient.

-In many wayes he maie not looke

But only purfue the order of this Boke s

Named of A lkiwy tne Ordinall,

The Crede mihi, the Standard perpetnall :

D For
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For like as the Ordimall to Preefts fetteth out
The fervice of the dayes as they goe aboute :
Soe of all the Bokes unordered in A /kimy
The cffedt is here fet out Orderly:
Therefore this Boke to an Alchimister wife,
Is a Boke of incomparable price ; :
Whofestrewth thall never be defiled, "
Though it appeare in homely wife compiled:: i
And as I had this 4»¢te by Grace from Heaven,
Igive youthe fame here in Chapters feaven :
As largely as by my fealty I may,
By licence of the dreadfull Judge at domes daye.
The firft Chapter thall all Men teache o
What manner People may this Science reache,
And whie the trew Science of A lkimy,
Is of old Fachers called Bléffed and Holy,
In the fecond Chaprer maie be fayne,
The nice Joyesthercof, with the greate paine.
Thethird Chapter for the loveof One,
Shall trewly difclofe the Matters of our Stone ;
Which the drabies doon Elixircall,
Whereof itis, there underftonde you fhall.
The fowerth Chapter teacheththe grofle Werke,
A foule laboure not kindly fora Clerke,
In whichis found full greate travaile,
With many perills, and many a faile.
Thefift Chapter is of the {ubtill Werk,
Which God ordeyned only for a Clerke .
Full few Clerks can it comprehend, pr
Therefore to few Men is the Seience fend, !
The fixt Chapter is of Concord and love,
Between low #atures, and heavenly fpheares above :
Whercof trew knowledge advanceth greatly Clerks,
And caufeth furtherance in our wonderfull werks.

The
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The feaventh Chapter trewly teach youfhall,
The doubtfull Regiments of your Fires all.

Ow Soveraigne Lord God me guide and fpeedc,
For to my Matters as now I will proceede,
Praying all men which this Boke fhall finde,
With devoute Prayers to have my foulein minde ;
And that noe Man for better ne for worfe,
Chaunge my writing for drede of Gods curfe :
For where quick fentence fhall feame not to be
Ther may wife men finde felcouthe previtye s
And chaunging of fome one fillable
May make this Bokeunprofitable.
Therefore truft not to one’ Reading or twaine,
But twenty tymes it would be over fayne; .
For it conteyneth full ponderous fentence, '
Albeit that it faute forme of Eloquence s
But the beft thing that ye doe fhall, .
Is to reade many Bokes, and than this withall,
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Curapr L

e = AISHYEFLI” merveylous and Archimaftrye
| 1s the tinGure of holi A tkimy:
A wonderfullScience,{ecrete Philofophie,
A fingular grace & giftc of th’almightie:
‘W hich never was founde by labour of
But it by Teaching, or Revelacion beganns (Mann,
It was never for Mony fold nebought,
By any Man which for it hath fought:
But giventoanable Man by grace, (fpace:
Wrought with greate Coft, with long layfirand
It helpetha Man when he hathneede,
It voydeth vaine Glory, Hope, and alfo dreade
It voydeth Ambitiou (neffe, Extorcion,and Excefle,
I« fenceth Adverfity that fhee doenot opprefle.
He that thereof hath his full intent,
Forfaketh Extremitics, with Meafure is content.
Some people would not have it cauled Holy,
And in this wifetheidoe replye,
Thei fay how Painims maie th's Arse have,
Suchas our Lord God woll never fave::
For their wilfull fals infidelitie,
The caufe of goodnes, pofieflours cannotbe.
Alfoe it maketh none other thing
But Gold or Silver, for Mony, Cupp, ot Ring.
Whiche of wifc men is proved and well founde
Leaft verteous thing that is upon the Ground.
Wherefore concluding all men of that fe,
Say, how this Science n'is holy in effet.
Tothis we fay and wittnes as we cann

How that this Science was never tought to Man.
5 Mg But
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Chap, 1. But he were proved perfectly with (pace,

Whether he were able to receyvethis Grace :
For his Trewth, Vertue, and for his {table Witt,
Which if he faulte he fhall never have it ;

Alfo no man coulde yet this Science reach,

But if God fend a Mafter him to teach :

For it is foe wonderfull and foe felcouth,

That it muft needes be tought from mouth to mouth:
Alfo he muft (be he never {oe loath)

Receive it with 2 moft facred dreadfull Oath,
Thatas werefufe greate dignitic and fame,

Soc he muft needly refufe the fame.

And alfo that he fhall not be (o wilde

Toteach thisfeacret to his owne childe

For nighnes of Blood ne Confanguinity

May not accepted be to this dignity:

Soe blood as blood, may have hereof noe part,
But only vertue winneth this holy 4rte:
Therefore ftraightly you fhall fearch and fee,
All manners and vertues with th’abilitie

Of the perfon which fhall this Scyence leere,
And in likewife make him ftraightlie fwere :
Soc that noe man fhall leave this 4yse behinde,
But he an able and approved Man can finde;
When Age fhall greeve him to ride or goe,
One he may teach, but then never no moe :
For this Science muft ever fecret be,

The Caufe whereof is this as ye may fee ;

If one evill man had hereof ali his will

All Chriftian Peafe he might haftilie pill,

And with his Pride he miEht pull downe
Rightfull Kings and Princes of renowne :
Wherefore the fentence of perilland jeopardy

Upon the Teacher refteth dreadfully.

Soe |
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So than for doubt of fuch pride and wreach,

He muft be ware that will this Science teach

No Man therefore maie reach this greate prefent,
" But he that hath vertues excellent.

Soe though Men weene Poffeflours not to aide,

" To hallow this Science as before is {aid 5

Neither feeme not blefled effeétually ,

Yet in her Otderthis Science is boly.

And forafmuch as noe Man maie her finde

But only by grace, fhe is holy of her kinde.

Alfo it is 2 worke and Cure divine,

Foule Copper to make Gold or Silver fine:

No man maie finde fich chaunge by his thought,

Of divers kinds which Geds hands have wrought.

For Gods Conjunéions Man maie not undoe,
But if his Grace fully confent thereto,

By helpe of this Science, which our Zerd above
Hath given to fuch Men as he dothlove;

W herefore old Fathers conveniently

Called this Science Holy Alkimy.

Therefore noe Man fhulde be too fwifte,
To caft away our Lords blefled guift :
Confideringe how that Almighty Gea
From great Doétours hath this Science forbod,
And graunted itto few Men of his mercy,
Such as be faithfull trew and lowly.

And as there be but Planets (caven

Amonge the multitude of ftarrs in Heaven :
Soe among millions of millions of Mankinde,
Scarflie feaven men maie this Science finde.
Wherefore Lay men ye may lere and fee

How many Doifoers of grear authoritic,

With many fearchers hath this Science fought,
. Yet all their labours hawe turned into noughrs

5]
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Ifthei did coft, yet found thei none availe,

For of cheir purpofe every tyme thei faile 5

And in defpaire thei reafon and departe,

And then thei (aid how there is noe fuch arte 5

Bur fained Fables thei name it where chei goe,

A fals fond thing thei fay it is alfoe :

Such Men prefume too much upon their minde,
They weene their wites fufficient this 4ree to finde,
But of their flaunder and words of outrage,

We take thereof trewlic lictle Charge :

For {uch be not invited to our feaft,

Which weeneth themf(elves wife and can doe leafte.
Albeit fuch Menlift not lenger to perfue,

Yet is this Science of A lkimy full trew 5

And albeit fome proude Clerks fay nay

Yet every wile Clarke well confider may,

How he whiche hereof might no trewth fee

Maie not hereof lawfull wittnes be,

For it were a wonderous thing and queinte,

A man that never had fight to peinte.

How fhoulde aborne blinde Man be fure

To write or make good Portrature.

Tobuild Poules fteeple might be greate doubt,

For fuch proude Clerks to bring aboute ,

Such might well happ to breake their crowne,
Ere they coude wifely take it downe.
Whereforeall fuch are full farr behinde,

To fetch out the fecreateft pointe of kinde:,
Therefore all Men take theire fortune and chaunce,
Remit {uch Clerks to their Ignorance.

NOw ye that will this Sc/ence purfue,
Learne yeto know fals Men from trew.
All trew fearchers of this Science of Alkimy,
Muftbe full lcarned in their firft Philofophic :

Elfe
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Elfe all their laboure fhall them letand greive, Chap. 1.
As he that fetcheth Water in a Sive s

The trew men {earch and fecke allalone

In hope to finde our delectable ftonc,

And for that thei would that no Man {hulde have lofle,

They prove and fecke all at their owne Cofte

Soe their owne Purfes they will not {pare,

They make their Coffers thereby full bare,

With greate Patience the doe proceede,

Trufting only in God to be their fpeede.

He fals man walketh from Towne to Towne,
For the moft parte ina threed-bare-Gowne;
Ever {earching with diligent awaite
To winn his praye with fome fals deceit
Of fwearing and leafing ; {uch will not ceale,
To fay how they can Silver plate increafe.
And ever they rayle with perjury;
Saying how they can Multiplie
Gold and Silver,and in fuch wife
With promife thei pleafe the Covetife,
And Caufeth his minde to be on him fett,
Then Falfehood and Covetife be well mett.
But afterwards within a little while
T he Multiplier doth him beguile
‘W ith his faire promife, and with his fals othes,
T he Covetife is brought to threed- bare clothes :
But if he can haftily be well aware,
Of the Multiplier and of his Chafare ,
Of whofe deceipts much 1 can reporte,
But 1 dare pot leaft I give comforte
To fuch as be difpoled to Treachery;
For fo much hurte mought come thereby 5
Wherefore advife youand be wifc,
Of them which proffer fuch fervife.
E If
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If they had Cunning have ye no doubt,
They wollbe loath to fhew it ou :
When fuch men promife to Multiplie,
They compafieto doe fome Villony,
Some ttew mans goods to beare awaye s
Of fuch fellowes what fhulde I faye ?
All fuch falfe men where ever thei goe,
They fhulde be punithed, thei be not fo.
Upon Natwure thei falfely lye
For Mettalls doe not. Multiplie
Of this Sentence all men be fure,
Evermore Arte muft ferve Nature,
Nothing multiplieth as Auctors fayes,
But by one of theis two wayes,
One by rotting, called Pucrefa&tion,
"That other as Beatfts, by Propagation ;
Propagation. in Mettalls maie not be,
But in our Stone much like thing ye may fee.
Putrefaction muft deftroy and deface ,
But it be don in its proper place.

Aestalls of kinde grow lowe under ground, *
For above erthruft in them is found 5
Soc above erth appeareth corruption,
Of mettalls, and in long tyme deftruion
Whereof noe Caufe is found in this Cafe,
But that above Erth thei be not in their place.
Contrarie places to nature caufeth firife,
As Fifhes out of water lofen their Lyfe:
And Man, with Beafts, and Birds livein ayer,
But Stone and Mineralls under Frth repaer.
Phyficians and Appoticaries faat appetite and will,
To feech water flowers on 2 dry hill :
For Ged hath ordeyned of his wifdome and grace,
Allthings to grow in their naturall place.

Againft
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Againﬁ this do&rine fome Men replie, Chap. 1.
And fay that Mettalls do¢ Multiplie :

For of Silver, Lead, Tinn, and al {o Brafle,

Some veyne is more, and fome is lafle,

Or which diverfitic Nature fhulde ceale,

If Metralls did not multiplie and increafe
Wherefore they fay that reafon {heweth nowe,
How that under Erththey multiplic and growe s

W hy not then above Erth in veflells clofe and faire,
Such as (hulde preferve them from FireWater and Aler?
Hereto we {ay this reafon is but rude,

For this is noe perfe@ fimilitude 5

For caufe cfficient of Mettalls finde ye fhall

Only to be the vertue Minerall,

W hich in everie Erth is not found,

But in certaine places of cligible ground s

Into which places the Heavenly Spheare,

Sendeth his beames direétly everie yeare.

And as the matters there difpofed be

Such Mettalls thereof formed fhall you fee.

Few grownds be apt to fuch generation :

How fhoulde then above ground be Multiplications
Alfo all men perceyven that be wife,

How Water conjealed with Cold is yfc 5

And before tyme it harded was

Some lay in more places and fome in lafle,

As water in foffes of the Carte-wheele,

Were veynes imale whan they began to kecle,

But water in ditches made veynes mote,

For plenty of water thatwas therein froare.
Hereupon to fay it were noe good advice,

That therefore of yfe fhould multiply more yle.

Soe though there be of Mettalls veynes more and lafle,

It proveth not that they increafe more thenitywas,
E 2 Alloe




Mr‘mm'

Alloe ye may truft without any doubt,
If Multiplying fhould be brought about :
All th'engredience muft draw to fimplcity,
And breake Compofition as yearly ye may fee:
For Multiplying of Hearbes how Nature hath provided,
‘That all things joyned in the feede be divided :
Elfe ftalke and leaves which vertffally therein be,
May not come forth aétually that eye mought them fee.
But Mettall holdeth his holle Comp oficion,
When corrafive waters have made diffolucion :
Therefore fyth yfe is nerrer to fimplicity,
Then is Mettall, and maie notincreafed be,
Trewly ye maic truftas T' faid before,
How of one ounce of Silver, mate Silver be noe more..
Alfo nothing multiplyed fhall ye finde,
But it be of Vegetative or of Senfitive kinde:
W here Mettalls be only Elamentative,
Having noe {eede, nether feeling of life 5
Wherefore concluding all Multipliers muft ceafe,
For Metralls once Mettalls thall noe more increafe -
Nathlefle one Mettall tranfmuted we finde,
Unto a Metrall of another kinde,
For propinquity of matter that in them was;
As it is knowne betwixt Iros and Brafie.
But to make trew Silver or Goldis noe ingin,
Except only the Philofophers medicine.
Wherefore fuch leafings as Multipliers ufe,
Clerks reprove and utterly refufe;
Such art of Multiplying- 1s to be reproved,
But holy «Alkimy of right is to be loved,
Which treateth of a precious Medicine,
Such as trewly maketh Gold and Silver fine =
Whereof example for Teftimonie,
Isina Citty of Carilony

Which'.
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Which Raymond Lully,Knight; men {uppofe, Chap.1.

Made in feaven Images the trewthto difclofes
Three were good Silver, in fhape like Ladies bright,
Everie each of Foure were Gold and did a Knight:
In borders of their Clothing Letters like appeare,
Signifying in Sentence as it fheweth here.
1. Ofold Horfhoes (faid one) I was yre,
Now I am good Silveras good as ye defires
,. 1 was (faid another) Jron fet from the Mine,
RBut now 1 am Gosld pure perfectand fine.
3. Whilome was 1 Copper of an old red pann,
Now am [ good Silver, {aid the third woman.
4. Thefourth faide, 1 was Copper growne in the filchy
Nowam I perfeét Gonld made by Geds grace. . (place,
s, The fiftfaid, 1 was Silver perfect through fine,
Now am I perfeét Gonlde excellent,better then the prime.
6. 1was a Pipe of Leade well nigh two hundred yeare,
And now to all men good Silver Lappeatc.
=.The feventh faid;1 Leade am Gowld made for a Maiftrie,
Bur trewlie my fellowes are nerer thereto then I.
This Science beareth her name of a King,
Called Alchimus, without leafing :
A glorious Prince of moft noble minde,
His noble vertues holpe him this arte to finde's
He {earched Nature, he was nobil Clerke,
He left Extorcion, than fought and found this werke. .
King Hermes alfoe he did the fame,
Being a Clerke of Excellent fame ;
In his Quadripartite made of Aftrologie,
OF Phyfique and of this Arte of Alkimy,
And alfo of Magique naturall,
As of four Sciences in nature paffing all,
And there he faid that bleffed is hee

That knoweth things truly as'thei bee..
B3 And
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And blefled is he that maketh due proofe,
Forthat is roote of cunning and roofe 5

For by opimion is many a Man

Deceived, which hereof litle cann.

An old Proverbe, Ina Bufbell of weeninge,

Is not fonnd one handfull of Cunninge :

With due proofe and with difcreet affaye,

Wife men may leare new things every day.

By Cunniage,Men know themfelves and every thinge ;
Man is but a Beaft and worfe without Cunninge :
But litle favour hath every Man.

To Science whereof he litle can;

And litle Cunning maketh men proud and wilde,
Sufficient Cunning maketh men full milde.
Nobil men now in manner have defpighte

Of thiem that have to Cunning appetite :
Butnoble Kings in auncient dayes,

Ordained (as olde Auctors faics , )

That the feven Sciences 1o learne and can,
Shulde nonebut only a Noble man

And at the leaft he fhulde be fo free,

That he mought Studie with libertie,
Wherefore old Sages did them call

The [eaven Sciences liberall :

For he that would leare them perfetly and well,
Incleere liberty he muft dwell.

From worldly warkes he muft withdrawe,

That would lerne but Mans Lawe

Much more the Worlde he muft forfake,
Which many Sciences woulde overtake.

And for that caufe Men may well fee,

Why Cunninge men difpifed be.

Yet nobil Memory fhall never ceafe,

Of him which Cunninge dothincreafe,
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Hee which loveth Cunning, Juftice, and Grace Chap. 2.
Is et afide in many a place 5
But whoe to Courte bringeth in with guile,
Profit, or prefent, he is the Man that while.
W herefore this Science and many Graces moe,
Be loft and be departed all ye fro.
And furthermore remember what 1 fay,
Sinn caleth faft for his ending day :
Covetife and Cunninge have difcorde by kinde
Who lucre coveteth this Science fhall not finde
But he that loveth Science for her owne kinde,
He may purchafe both for his bleffed minde.

OFf this Chapter more I need not teach,
Yor here appeareth what men-may it reach :
That is to remember-only the trewe,
And he that is conftant in minde to purfue,
And is not Ambitious, to borrow hath no ncede,
And can be Patient,not hafty for to {peede;
And that in Ged he fet fully his truft,
And that in Cunning be fixed all his luft 5
And withall this he leade a rightfull lyfe,
Falthoode {ubduinge, fupport no finfull frife:
Such Men be apt this Science to attaine.
The Chapter following, is of Joy and paine.

Cuwnr. 1L |

SR ’.11 ORﬁm;ﬁ'dj nurithed a Mowke of late,
UM Which deceived Men of every ftate.
[L NN But before thar done he in his fantazie,
@ILB-28| Weened he had canght this 4rt fully.
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Such rejoycing thereof he had,

hat he began to dote and to be madde.
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Of whofe Foyes (albeit they were (malle)
For anenfample I write this Tale.

This Monke had walked about in Fraunce,
Raunging Apoftata in his plefaunce.

And after he came into this lond,
Willing Men fhould underftonde;

How that of 4lkimsy he had the grounde,
By a Boke of Recespts which he had founde.
In {urery thereof he fet all his minde,
Some nobil A&ero leave behinde,
Whereby his name fhould be immortall,
And his greate Fame in laude perpetuall.
And ofte he mufed where to beginne,

To fpend the riches that he thulde winn,
And ever he thought loe this I cann,
Where mought 1finde fome trufty Man,
Whichwould accorde now with my will,
And help my purpofe to fulfill.

Then would I make upon the plaine

Of Salisbury glorious to be faine,

Fifteen Abbies in a little while,

One Abbiein the end of every mile.
Hereupon this Menke to me reforted,

Of truft (he faid) which men of me reported,
His forefaid mind he did to me tell,

And prayd meto keep his great Councell.
1 faid before an Image of Saint Fame,
That I would never difclofe his name 5
Yet I may write without all vice,

Of his defires that were {o nice.

When he had difcovered his great Cunning,
He faid that he faughted nothing,

But a good 'meane for his folace,

To labour to the Kings good grace,

To
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To get lycence of his eftate,

And of his Lords mediate,

To purchafe lond for.the Abbies aforefaid,
For which all cofte fbould be well paied 5
But yet he had great doubt and feare,
How to purchafe,of whom,and where.
When Thad heard of this greate werke,

I fearched (to wit) what manner of Clerke
He was, and what he knew of Schoole,
And therein he was but a Foole.

Yet I fuffered, and held me ftill,

More to lerne of his lewd Will.

Then faid I, it were alewd thinge,

Such matter to fhew unto the Kinge 5
Butif the proofe were reafonable,

He would thinke it a foolifh Fable.

The Menke {aide how that he had in fire,
A thing which fhulde fulfill his defire,
Whereof the trewth within forty dayes,
1 fhulde well know by trew affaies.

Then I faid, I would no more that tyde,
But forty dayes I faid I would abide.

W hen forty dayes were gone and paft,
The Monkes Cratte was cleane overcaft.
Then all his 4bbses and all his thought,
Was turned to a thing of nought ;

And as he came, he went full lewde,
Departing in a minde full fhrewd:

For foone after within a little while,
Many trewe men he did beguile;

And afterwards went into Frasnce.

Loc ! this wasa pittifull chance,

That fifteene Abbies of Religion, -
Shulde in this wife fall to confufion.
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Great wonder was what thing he meant,
And why he fet ail his intent

Abbies to build; then was it wonder,
Why nould he live Obedient under,

But be Apoftata, and range about,

This blefled Science to finde outs

But as I wrote above in this Boke,

Letno Deceiver after this Seiemce looke.

AN other Enfample is good to tell,
Ofone that trufted todoe as well

As Raymond Lully, or Bacon the Fricr,
Wherefore he named himfelfe fannce peere ;
He was Parfon of a little Town,

Not farr from the Citty of Zeadon ,
Which was taken for halfe a Leach,

But little cunning had he to Preach s

He weened him {ure this 4re to finde 5

His Name he would have ever in minde
By meancs of a Bridge, imagined in dotage,

Whereof fhulde grow a Common cafe,
All the Countrey thereabout to pleafe.
Yet though he might that warke fulfill,
It might in no wife fuffice his will ;
Wherefore he would fet up in hight,
That Bridge for a wend::rlf:lil fight ,
With Pinacles guilt fhining as goulde,
A glorious thing for men to bicholde.
Then he remembred of the newe,

How greater fame fhulde him purfue.,
If he mought make that Bridge fo pright,
That it mought fhine alfo by Nighte.
And fo continue 2nd not breake,
Thanall the Londe of him would fpeake.

To be made over Thames for light paffage :

Bue
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But in his minde ran many a deubt, Chag. 2,
How he might bring that warke about s
He trowed that Lampes with lights of fire,
Shulde well performe his nice defire ;

W herefore Lampes for that intent,

He would ordaine fufficient :

But then he fell in full great dreade,

How after the time that he were deade s
That light to find Men would refufe,

And chaunge the Rent to fome othier ufe.
Then thoughte he well is him that wifte,
In whom he mought fet all his truft ;

At the lafte he thought to make the light,

For that Bridge to fhine by nighte,
With Carbuncle Stomes, 1o Make men wonder,

With duble reflexion above and under:
Then new thoughts troubled his Minde,
Carbuncle Stones how he mought find 5
And where to find wife men and trewe,
Which would for his intent purfue,,

In fecking all the Worlde about,

Plenty of Carbuncles to find out s

For this he tooke foe micle thought,

T hat his fact flefh wafted nigh tonought :
And where he trufted without defpaire,
Of this Science to have been heire,

When the yeare was fully come and goe,
His Crafte was loft, and thrift al{o;

For when that he tooke up his Glafl,
There was no mattet for Gold ne Braffe :
Then he was angry and well neere wood,
For he had wafted away his good :

In this wife ended all his difporte,

W hat fhould I more of hin report.
F 2 But
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But that Zay-men and Clerks in Schooles,
Maie know the dotage of theis two fooles,
Remember this example where ye goe,

For in fuch Mindes be trewlie many moe::
Theie lewdly beleeve every Conclufion,

Be it never fo falfe an elufion :

If itin boke written they may finde,

Thei weene it trewe, thei be fo lewde of minde.
Such lewde and hafty confidence,

Caufeth poverty and lewde expence.

Oftruft of this Arse rifeth Joyes nice,

For lewde hope is fooles Paradice.

The trewe tought Children made this confeffion.,
Lord without thee all is digreffion ;

For as thouarte of our Science begininge,

Soe without thee may be noe good endinge.
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AS of the Fejes of this Arte ye have feene;

Soc fhall ye now heare fome deale of the Paize.:
Albeit contrary to the appetite

Of them thar hath to this Seiemce délight.
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The firft Paine is to remember in minde,
How many.feeken, and how few doe finde,
And yet noc Man may this Science wynn;
But it be tought him before that he beginn;
He is well lerned, and of full cleere witt,
Which by teaching can furely learne it:
Of many diverfities he muft be {ure,
Which fecreats woulde know of working Nature :
Yet teaching maie not furely availe,
But that fometime {hall happ a man to faile 5
As all that be now dead and gone
Failed before theie found our Steme :
One tyme or other, firft tyme or lafte,
All Men failed till trew Practife were pafte s
No Man foonerfaileth inheate and colde,
Then doth the Maffer which hafty is and boulde:
For noe Man fooner maic our Worke {pill,
Then he tha is prefuminge his purpofe to fulfill:
But he that fhall trewlic doe the deede
He muft ufe providence and ever worke with dreade s
For of all paines the moft grevious paine,
Is for one faile to beginn all againe.

Every man fhall greate Paine have
When he fhall firft this Arte covetand crave,
He fhall oft tymes Chaunge his dcfire,
With new tydings which Ec (hall heare ;
His Councell fhall oftentimes him beguile, .
For that feafon he dreadeth noe fubtile wile:
And oftentymes his minde to and fro,
With new Oppinions he fhall chaunge in woe :
And foe long tyme continue in, Phantafie,
A greate adventure for him. to come thereby :
Soe of this Arte be ye never fo faine ,
Yet he muft tafte of manic a bitter paine. -

F3
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Chap. . OF Paipes yet I muft fhewe more,
Againft your apperite though it be full fore:
It is greate Paine, as all wife-men gefle,
To wite where a trewe Maffer is .
And if ye finde him, it wiil be Paipe,
Of his trewe love to be certeyne.
Forafmuch as noe Man maic teachbut one,
Of the making of our delicious ftone ;
Andalbeic yee finde him thae will ye teach,
Yet much trouble and paines may ye reach
For if your minde be verteoufly fet,
Then the Devil will labour you to lett 5
In three wifes to let he woll awaite,
With Has#e, with Defpaire, and with Deceipte :
For dreade of Vertue which ye maje doe,
When ye fhulde attaine this grace unto.
The firft perill aforefaide is of Hafte,
Which caufeth moft deftru@ion and wafle s’
All Aucors writing of this wArte,
Saye hafte is of the Dewils parte :
The little Boke writ ofthe Philofs hers feaft,
Saith, omnis feftinatio ex parts d.f}z&n}:' eff:
Wherefore that Man fhall fooneft {peede,
Which with greateLeafirre wifely woll proceedes
Upon affay ye fhall trewly knowe
That who moft hafteth he trewly halbe flowe s
For he with hafte fhall bringe his warke arreare,
Sometymesa Moneth, and fometymes awhole Yeare |
And inthis _srte it fhall ever be foe, ‘
Thar a hafty Man fhall never faile of woe : ‘
Alfoe of hafte ye may trewly be fure
That fhe leaveth nothing cleane and pure; .-
The Dewil hath none {o fubtil] wile
As with haftineffe you to beguile s
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Therefore oft tymes he will affaule

Your minde with hafte to make dcl"anlt;
He fhall finde grace in Towne and Land,
Which can haftines all tymes withftand :
Ifay all tymes, for in one pointe of tyme,
Hafte may deftroy all your engine s
Therefore all hafte efchewe and feare,

As if that {he a Dewil were.

My witt trewly cannot fuffice,

Hatfte fufficiently for to defpife

Many Men have byne caft in greate care,
Becaufe thei would not of hafte beware :
But ever call uponto fee an end,

Which is tempration of the Fende :

Noe more of hafte at this prefent,

But blefled be ever the Patient.

VVHen with Haffe the Feind hath noeavaile,
Then with Defpaire your mind he will affaile
And oft prefent this Sentence to your minde,
How many fecken, and how few maic finde ,

Of wifer Men then ever were yee :

What furetie than to you maie be?

He woll move yeto doubtalfo

Whether your Teacher had it or noe's

And alfo how it mought {o fall,

That part he tought you but notall

Such uncertainety he woll caft out,

Tolet your minde with greevous doubt 5

And foe your Paines he woll repaire

With wann hope and with much Defpaires
Againft this affault isno defence,

Buz only the vertue of Confidence :

To whome reafon fhulde you leade,

That you fhall have noe caufe to dreades
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If you wifely call to yourminde
The vertuous manners, fuch as you finde
Fnyour Mafter and your Teacher, .
Soe fhall you have noe neede to feare;
If you confider all Circumftances about,
Whether he tought you for Love or for Doubt
Or whether Motion of him began,
Foritis hard to truft fucha Man: -
For ke that profereth hath more neede
Ofyou,then you of him to fpeede.
This wife certainely ye maie well win,
Before that you your warkes do begin s
When fuch certainety ye truly have,
Fro Difpaire ye maic be fure and fave.

But who can finde fuch a Mafferout,
As was my Maffer , him needeth not to doubt:
Which right nobil was and fully worthy laude,
He loved Juftice, and he abhorred fraude,
He was full fecrete when other men were lowde,
Loath to be knowne that hereof ought he Could;
When men difputed of Colours of the Rofe,
He would not fpeake but keepe himfelfe full clofe 5
To whome Ilaboured long and many a day,
But he was folleyn to prove with ftraigh affaye ,
To {earchand know of my Difpofition,
With manifold proofes to know my Condition :
And when he found unfeigned fidelity,
In my greate hope which yet nothing did fee,
At laft I conquered by grace divine
His love, which did to me incline.
Whercfore he thought foone after on a tyde,
That longer delayes 1 ne fhulde abide
My manifold letters,my heavie heart and cheere,
Moved his Compaffion, thei perced him full neere

Wherefore
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Wherefore his Pennhe would noe more tefraine,
But as heere followeth {foe wrote ke againe.

MY very trufty,my deere beloved Brother,

I muft you an{wer, it may be none other s
The tyme is come you fhall receive this Grace,
To your greate comfort and to your folace :
Your honeft defire with your greate Confidence,
Your Vertue proved with your Sapience s
YourLove,your Trewth,your longPerfeverance,
Your ftedfaft Minde fhall your Defire advance:
Wherefore it is ncede that within fhort fpace,
Wee fpeake together, and {ee face to face:

1f I fhulde write, I fhulde my fealty breake,
ThereforeMouth to Mouth T muft needes fpeake:
And when you come, mine Heser unto this drte
I will you make, and fro this londe departe.

Ye fhallbeboth my Brofher and myne Hezer,
Of this greate fecrete whereof Clerkes defpaire:
Therefore thanke God which giveth this renowne,
For it 1s better thento were a Crowne :

Next after his Saints, cur Zord doth him call
Which hath this 4r¢e to honour him wichall :
Noe more to youat this prefent tyde,

Burt haftily to fee me, difpofe you to ride.

His Letter receiving, I hafted full fore,

To ride to my Mafter an hundred miles and more-.
And there Forty dayes continually, ‘
Llearned all the fecreats.of Alkimsy :

Albeit Philofophy by me was underftonde,
As much as of many other in this Londe .
Nethles fooles which for their Science fuuéht,
Ween thatin forty dayes it wilbe wrought,
Betweene Forty dayes warke now ye may fee,
And Forty dayes lerninge is greate diverfitic -
G .

Then
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Then darke doubts to me appeared pure,

There fownd 1 difclofed the Bonds of Nasure:
The caufe of Wonders were to me foe faire,
And fo reafonable, that I could nor difpaier.

1f your Maffer and ye refembleall aboute

My good Mafter and me, than have ye no doubre,

THe third impediment deceipt we call,

Amongft other to me the worft all ,

And that is of Servasnts that fhould awaite

Upon your warke, for fome can much deceipte ;
Some be negligent,fome fleeping by the fire,

Some be ill-willd, fuch fhall ler your defire

Somebe foolifh, and fome be over bold,

Some keepe no Counfell of Doétrine to them tould ;
Some be filthie of hands and of fleeves,

Some meddle ftraunge Matter, that greately greeves .
Some be drunken, and fome ufe much to jape, '
Beware of thes ‘if you will hurt efcape,

The Trew be foolith, the Wity be falfe,

That one hurts me Sore, that other als:

For when I had my warke well wroughr,

Such ftale it away and lefc me nought.

Then I remembring the coft; the tyme, and the paine,
Which I thulde have to begin againe , '

With heavie hearte farewell adieu faid I,

I will noe more of 4lkimy.

But howe that chaunce befell that Seafon,

Few men would it beleeve by reafon :

YetTenn perlons be witnes trew all

How that mifhapp did mc¢ befalle,

Which might not be only by Man,

Without the Devil as they tell can:

I made alfo the Elixer of life,

Which me bereft a Merchaunt’s wife «

The
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The Quintefsens 1 made alfo,

With other fecrets manie moe,

Which finfull people tooke me fro,

To my greate paine and much more woe :
Soe in this worke there is no more to {aine,
But that every oy is medled with his paine.

OF Paine there is a litle yet behinde,

Which is convenient to be had in minde;

That fell upon a blefled Man ;

W hereof the trewth report I cann.

Thomas Dawlton this good man height,

He ferved Godboth day and night,

Of the Red Medicine he had greate Store,

I trowe never Englifh man had more.

A Squier for thebody of King Ebward,

W hofe name was Thomas Harbert,

Tooke this Danlten againft his defier,

Out of an Abbie in Gloucefter-fhier,

And brought him in prefence of the King,

W hereof Deluis had fome tiding,

For Dawlton was whilome Deluis’s Clerke 5

Deluis difclofed of Daultons werke.

Deluts was Squier in confidence

With King Edward oftin his prefence.

Deluss reported that in a little ftounde,

How Danlton had made to him a thoufand pound

Of as good Goulde as the Royall was,

Within halfea daye and fome dele laffe;

For which Deluss {ware on a Booke.

Then Danlton on Deluis caft his looke,

And (aid to Deluis, Sir you be forfwore,
Therefore your hert hath caufe to be fore.

Of nothing faid he, that I now have told,

Witnes our Lord whom F#das fould.
G2 But
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Chap.3. Butoncefaid Delwis I fware tothee,
That thou fhouldft not be uttered by mes
Which I may breake well I underftand,
For the Kings weale and for all his Lande.
T hen faid Daslten full {oberlie,
This an(wer voydeth no perjury.
How fhould the King in you have Confidence,
Your untrewth confeffed in his prefence.
But Sir faid Danltontothe Kings Grace,
I have bintroubled oftinmanya place
For this Medicine grevioufly and fore,
And now I thought it fhould hurt me no more :
W herefore in the «1bbie where I was take,
Icaftitina foule and Common lake
Going to the River which doth ebb and flowe,
There is deftroyed as much richesnowe,
As would have ferved tothe Holy land, L
For twenty thoufand men upona band.
I kept it longe for our Lords blefled fake,
To helpe a Kisge which that journey would make,
Alas Daulton then {aide the Kinge,
It was fowly donto fpill {uchathinge.
He would have Daulton to make it againe,
Danlton (aid it might not be certeine :
Why (faid the Kinge) how came ye thereby?
He 1aid by a Channon of Lichfielde trewly,
Whofe workes Daslton kept dilligently,
Many yeares till that Chanpnon muft dye. .
And for his fervice he faid in that fpace, #
The Cannon gave him allrhat thereof ‘was;
The Kinge gave to Danlten Marks foure, ¥
With liberty to goe where he would that houre,
Then was the K7nze in his herte fore,
That he had not knowne Dawlion before,

' And
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And ever it happneth without leafinge,

That Tyrants be full nigh to a Kinge.

For Herberte lay for Daslton in waight,

And brought him to Stepzey with deceipte,
The fervaunts of Herbert the mony tooke away
Which the King gave to Daslten that day.
And after Herbert carried Danlton farr,

From thenceto the Cafle of Glouceszer,
There was Danlton prifner full longe,

Herbert to Danlton did mickle wronge :

Fro thence he had him to prifon faft

T'o Troy, till foure yeares were nigh paft,

And after he brought him ont to dyes

Daslton to death obeyed lowly,

And faid Lord Fefue blefled thou be,

Me thinks I have byne too longe from thee.
A Science thou gaveft me with full greate charge,
W hich 1 have kept without outrage,

1 founde noe man yet apt thereto,

To be myne Heyer when [am goe:
Wherefore (fiweete Lord) now I am faine

To refigne thisthy guift to thee againe.

Then Danlton made devout prayess, and ftill
Withfmiling cheere he faid now doe your wil.
When Herbertfawe himfo glad to dye,

Then ran water from Herberts Eye:

For Prifon ne Death could him notavaile
To winn this Arze, his Crafte did him faile,
Now let him goe faid Herberz than,

For he fhall never hurt ne profett man.

But when Daslton from the block fhould rife;
He looked forth infull beavie wife,

And {odeparted with full heavie cheere,

It was not his will to lige one yeare.
. G 3

This-
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This was his Paine as I you tell,

By men that had no dread of Hell.

Herbert dyed foone after in hisbed,

And Deluis at Tewxbury loft his héad ;

This wifc greate Paine,as you may fee,
Followeth this 4rtein every degrec.

Heere loft the King all hisintent,

For Herbert was proude and violent ,

Soe nobil a man to opprefle with pride,
And like 2 Fellone him leade and guide;
Where that by goodnefle patience and grace,
There might have growen full great folace,

As well tothe King, ye may underftonde,
As for th’eafe of Commons of this londe’s

Burt wonder not that grace doe not fall,

For finn reygneth in this londe over all.

Loe here was grace full ready at honde,

To have ceafed Taxes and Tallages of this londe
Whereby much Love and Grace would have be,
Betweene Knig ht-hood Prieft-hoode and Comminaltie.
Here ye maie {ee how vicious violence

Maie not purchafe the vertue of fapience:

For vice and vertue be things contrary,

Therefore the vicious maienot come thereby 5

Lf Vicious men mought lerne this Science,

They would therewith doe wondrous violence :
And with Ambitioufneffe grow evermore

Worfe of Conditions then they were before.

Now s this Chapter of Foy and Paine gone,

The Chapter following (heweth Matters of our Stone.

Ciar,



OrbpDINALL.

CHAI". I11.

\ O;\( file was a 1abourer in the fire
Threelcore years ahd more towin hisdefire:
Brian was another,with Holton in the Wefte,
i@ Thes were ever bufie, & could prattice with

But yet this Sczence theinever founde, (the beft :
For thei knew not the Matters, ne the Grounde,

But rumbled foorth,and evermore they fought,

They {pent their lyfe and their goods to nought ;

Much loffe, much coft, much anguith they bought,
Amonge their Receipts which'they had wrought :

Then made Tonfile to me his greate complainte,

With weeping Teares he faid his heart was fainte,

For he had {pended all his lufty dayes

In fals Receipts; and in fuch lewde affayes ;

Of Herbes, Gommies, of Rootes and of Grafle,

Many kindes by him affayed was,

As Crowefoote, Celondine and Mizerion;

Vervaine, Lunara, and Martagon :

In Anrimony,Aribnick,Hﬂnfy,Wax and Wine,

In Haire, in Eggs, in Merds, and Urine;,

In Calx vive, Sandifer, and Vitriall,

In Markafits, Tutits, and every Minerall,

In Malgams, in Blanchers, and Citrinacions,

All fell to nought in his opperacions :

For he confidered not how he did rage,

When to Gods proportions he layde furcharge':
Afterall this, he thought nothing fo good,

I'o worke upon as fthulde be mans Blode
Tillthat I faid how blode would wafte and fume
In mighty fire,and utterly confume.

For




N ortons
For Chrift his love then faide he teach me,
W hereof the fubftance of our Stane(thould be :
Tonfile (faid I, what thulde‘it you avayle
Such thing to know ¢ your lims doth you faile
Forvery Age, therefore ceale your lay,
And love your Beades, it is hightime w0 Praye;
For if you knew the Materialls of our Stone,
Ere you could make it your dayes would begone.
Thereof nocharge good Mafter {aid he,
It were {ufficient Comfort now to me
To know the trewe Materialls sithout wronge
Of that Szone which I have fought{oc longe :
Tonfile (faid 1), Ivis noe litle thinge,
Whereof you would have trewe tydinge ;
For many Auctors write of this doubte,
But nonc of them {heweth it Cleerly oute :
For Auctors whichof this 4:¢e doc write,
Befought God (as witnefleth Demacrite,y
That he unpained would froithis Worlde take
Their Soules whom he tought Bokes thereof to. make s
For greatly doubted evermore all fuche,
T hat of this Seyence they may writetoo muche :
Every cach of them tought but one pointe or twayne,
Whereby his fellowes were:made certayne ;
How that he was to.them a Brother,
For every of them underftoode each other:;
Alfoe they wrote not every man to Teache,
But to fhew them(elvesiby a fecret Speache :
Truft notcherefore to reading of one Bake,
But in many Auctors works ye may looke s
Liber librum apperit faith drnold the greateClerke,
Anaxagoras faid the fame for his werke :
Who that flothfull is in many bokes to fee,
Such one in Pra&ice prompt fhall never be

But
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But Tonfile for almes I will make no ftore Chap. 3.
Plainly to difclofe it that never was done before,,
By way of an{wer for your recreation,
1f ye cann wifely make Interrogation.
Good Maiter (faide he) then teach me trewly,
Whether the matters be Sol or Mercury?
Or whether of Sol or Lune it maie be,
Or whether 1 fhall take them all three
Or Sol by it felfe, or Mercury alone,
Ot Sulpher with them,for matters of our Stone ¢

Or whether 1 thall fal Almoniack take,
Or Minerall meanes, our Steme thereof to make ¢

Here be many queftions Tonfile,faid I,
Wifely remembred and full craftily
Youname it not yet but onely in generall,
For you muft take fome deale of theis thiggs all ;
Of thefe and of other you muft take a parte,
One time or other to minifter this 4rfe -
Many things helpeth to apt our Stome,
But two be Materialls, yetour Stowe is ones
Betweene which two is fuch diverfity,
As betweene the AMother and the Childe may be :
An other diverfity betweene them find ye fhall,
Suchas is found betweene Maleand Female :
Theis two kindes fhall doe all your fervice,
As for the White worke (if you canbe wife 5 )
One of thes kindes a Stone ye fhall finde,
For it abideth fire as ftones doe by kinde :
But it is no Stone in touching nein fight,
But a fubtill Earth, browne, roddy, and not bright :
And when it is feparate and brought to his appearage,
Then we name it our grounde Litharge.
Firft 1t is browne,roddy,and after fome deale svhire,
And then itis called our chofen eararkafire :

H One
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One ounce thereof is better then fifty pounde;
Itis not to be fould in all Chriftian grounde;
But he that would have it he fhalbe faine

To doe it make, or take himfelfe the paine :
But one greate grace in that labour is faine,
Make it once well and never more againe.

Olde fathers called it thinge of vile price,

For itis nought worth by way of Marchandife :
Noe man that findech it woll beare it awaie,
Noe more then thei would an Ounce of Claye s
Men will not beleeve chat it is of high price,
No man knoweth it therefore but he be wife.
Here have I difclofed a greate fecret wonder,
Which never was writ by zbem which been erth under.

f‘ANnther Stone Tonfile you muft have withall,
Or clfe you fawte your cheefe Materiall 5
Which is a Stone glorioufe faier and bright,

In handling a Stone, and a Stonein fight,

A Stone glittering with perfpecuitie,

Being of wonderfull Diaphanitie 5

The price of an Ounce Conveniently,

Is twenty fhillings or well neere thereby -

Her name is Maguetia, few people her knowe,

She is fownde in high places as well as in lowe 5
Plato knew her property and called her by her name,
And Chaucer reherfeth how Tisanesisthe fame, =
In the Channons Y comans Taile faying whatis this,
But guid ignotum per magis ignotins : ; |
That is to fay, what may this be,

But unknowne by more unknowne named s fhe
Nethles Tonfile now 1 will trewlie teach

What is Magnetiato fay in our fpeache:

Magos is Greeke, Mirabilein Latine it ys,

&S is Money, yoos Science, 4 is God ywiffe.

Tha
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Thatistofayitis fuchathinge, . che.3.
W lherein of Money is wonderous divine L —
Now here you may kaow what is Magaetia, .~ Nl il
Res aris inqualatet [cientia divinague mivds. = ...~ . 1]
Thes two Stanes Tonfile ye muft take S Rl
For your materialls, Elixirif yemake.... - =" {]"
Albeit the firft tyme materialls bé no more=- "% - Y
Yet many things helpethas I faide before. ... AR | e
Thig {ecrete was never before this daye - A
Soitrewly difcovered, takeit for your praye; 1R
I ptay God that this turnenot me to.Chakge, = . : /i *.0
Fort I dread fpre my penn-goeth too large: R, 1
Fot though much pegple perceive nor this Seatence, “
Yet fubtill Clerks havetoo much Evidence 5 = - 14
Fﬂlr:rnany Clerks be fo-cleereof witt, -~ .

If thei had this ground, thei were fure of it s .
Wherour Lord hath ardained hat no man it finde,

=
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But only he thatis of verteous wiinde: "> __ i
Wheretore glde Fathees Covered forgreatreafon; .~ ']
The Matters of our Stone difclofed at this feafon. .
Other Materials ye thall none take, et :
Bt only theis two ourewhite ffone to make ; L 5/
E¥cept Sal Aymoniack with Sulphur of kinde, i
Slflt;h as out'of Mertals ye can 1'1fndc ; . 1 '
Theis two woll abide to fulfill your defire, e
The remnant will void when thei come to fire N A
S#ipher woll-brenn and chaunge Colloiirs faft, =%
Butour Litharge abideth firft and laft :© .

Ygimay not with mettals or Quickfilver beginn,

To make Elixir if you intend to winn :

Xet if you deftroy the whole Compofition, R
Someofcheir Compounds will helpiirConclnfion s~ 5
And that is nothing Els of that one or that other,

Butonly Magnetia and Litharge her Brother.
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F ihe groffe Warke now I wil not fpare,
Y| Though it be fecrete, largely to declare :
% To teach you the trewth 1s myne intente,
“| As far forth as I dare for Gods Com-

(maundement.
I will informe and guide you in the way,
In fuch wife asyou may finde your praye:
Ifyou confider how the partes of Werkes,
Be out of Order fet by the old Clerks.
As faide before, the Mafters of this Arte,.
Every cachof them difclofed butapartes
W herefore though ye perceived them as ye woulde,
Yet ye cannot order and joyne them as ye fhulde.
‘Aynold hewethin his writinge,
How our finall fecret is to know the thinge
Whereuponour worke fhulde take her grounde;
And how pure Natures & fimple may be found :
In this Boke begining multipharie ,
He faith in our grounded Matter two kindes be:;
But how to find them he kept that in ftore,
Ye have their Names the lafk Chapter before.
Freer Bacon difclofed more of that pointe,
When he faid, Departe ye every joynte
dn Elementa propingua : take good heede theretos
But unwife Do&ours never worken foe,
But headly they proceed as men well nigh madd,
To the Matters divifible moe Matters they adde:
Soe when thei weeneto bringe forth a Elower,
They doe nothinge but multiply Errour:
There cefed Bacon, and fo doe other fuch,

Forvery dread leaft they fhulde fhew too much
3 Avicen.




Awvicen in Porta wrote, if ye remember,
How ye fhulde proceede perfe&ion to ingender,
Trewly teaching as the pure trewth was,
Cowsedas ut bibas, et bibas ut Comedas,
Eate as it drinketh, and drinke as it doth eate,
And in the meanc feaflon take 7 a perfet {weate.
Rafis fet the Dictary and {pake fome deale farr ,
Non tamen comedat ves feftinanter,
Let notyour Matters cate over haftilie,
But wifely confume their foode leafurelie.
Hereof the Prophest made wondrous mention,
Yf ye applie it to this intention.
Vifitafti terram, ¢ incbriafti eam,
- eMaultiplicasti locupletare eam

Terram frultiferam in [alfuginem,
Et terram (ine aqua in exitus aquarum.
If it T have plenty of Meate and of Drinke,
Men muft wake when they defier to winke:
For it is laboure of watchand paines greate.
Alfothe Foode is full coftly meate,
Therefore all Poore men beware {aid 4rueld,
For this 4rtelongeth to greate men of the worlde.
Truft to his words ye Poore men all,
For I am witnes that f{oe ye finde fhall.
Efto longanimis ¢ [uavis (aid he,
For hafty men th’end fhall never fee.
Thelengthe of clenfing of Matters infected,
Deceyveth much Pmpﬁ', for that is unfufpected.
Wherefore Poore men put ye not in preafe,
Such wonders to feech, but in feafon ceafe.
Excefle for one halfe quarter of an howre,
May deftroy all : therefore cheefe luccoure
Is Primam pro que, & vultimuws pro guo non,
To know of the fimperinge of our Stome,

Till
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Till it maynoe more fimper doe notceafe,
And yet longe Continuance may not canfe increafe
Reme mber that Water will buble and boyle;
But Butter muft fimper and alfo Oyle,

And foe with long leafure it will wafte, .

And not with bubling made in hafte: |

For doubt of perrills many moc then one,
And for fupergreffion of our ftone.

Amongft groflfe Workes the fowleft of all

Is to clarifie our meancs Minerall.
Extremities may not be well wronght,
Without many Meanes wilely fought.

And everic Meane muft be made pure,

If this worke fhulde be made fure.

For foule and cleane by naturall lawe

Hath greate difcord, and foc hath ripe and rawe.
Stedfaft to ftedfaft will it felfe combinde,

And fleeting to fleeting will drawe by kinde:
And ever where asthe Concordanceis more ,
Natures will drawe that were elfwhere before s
This grofic Worke is fowle in her kinde,

And full of perrills as ye fhall it finde,

No mans witt can him foe much availe,

But that fometyme he {hall make a fayle.

As well as the Lay-man foe (hall the Clerke,
And all that labour the groffe .werke::
Whercof Anaxagoras (aid trewlic thus,

Nemo primo froute yeperitur difcretus,

And once I heard a wife man fay,

How in Catilonia at this day,

Magnetia with Minerall meanes all,

Be made to faleif ye forthem call,

Whereby the honds of a cleanly Clerke,

Shall not be filed about fo foule a werke.

47
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And longe tyme fooner your Worke I underftonde,
Shulde be farr onward before honde.

For if you fhulde make all things as I cann,

Ye might be weary before your worke begann.
The Philofophers warke doe not begin,

Till all things be:pure without and within.

We that muft fecke Tincture moft {pecious,
Muft needely avoyd all things vild and vicious.
Of manifold meanes each hath his propertic,

To doe his Office after his degree:

With them hid thingsbe out fett,

Somethat will helpe and fome that would lett.
Our Appoticaries to drefle them can no skill,
And we to teach them have no manner of will :
Whereof the caufe trewly is none other,

But that they will counterfaict to beguile their Brother,
Rather then they will take the paine

Thereto belonging, ere they fhould it attaine :

It is there ufe whereof my hert is fore,

Much to defire and litle to doe therefore.

Who would have trewe warke he may no laboure fpare,
Neither yet his Purfe, though he make itbare :
A ndinthe Grofle Warke heis furtheft behinde,
That daily defireth the end thereof to finde.

If the groffe warke with all his Circumftance,
Were don in three yeares, it were a bleffed chance :
For he that (hallend it once for certeyne,

Shall never have neede to begin againe,

If he his Medicine wifely can Augment 5

For that is the Maftrie of all our intent.

It needeth not to name the meanes Minerall,

For Albert writeth openly of them all.

Much I might write of nature of Mynes,

Which in this Groffe Warke be butengines;

Foi
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For in this Warke finde ye nothing fhall, Chap. 4.
But handie- crafte called Arte Mechanicall :
Wherein an hundreth wayes and moe,
Ye maie committ afaulte as ye therein goe.
‘W herefore beleeve what old  Au&ors tell,
Without Experience ye maie not doe well.
Confiderall Circumftances, and fet your delight
To keepe Uniformity of all things requifite.
Ul{e one manner of Veflell in Matter and in Shape,
Beware of Commixtion that nothing mifcape.
And hundreth faultes in {peciall;
Ye maie make under this warning generall.
Nethles this Doétrine woll fuffice,
To him that can in Praétife be wife.
If your Minifters be witty and trew,
Such fhall not.neede your warkes to renew.
Therefore if ye woll avoyde all dreade,
In the Groffe Warke doe by my read :
Take never thereto no Houfhold-man,
Thei be foone weary as I'tell cann g
Therefore take noe man thereto,
But he be Waged,however you doe;
Not by the Moneth, as nigh as ye maie,
Neby the Weeke, but by the Daye :
And that your Wages be to their minde,
Better then thei elfewhere can findes
And that thei neede not for Wages fue,
But that their Payment be quick and trewe ;
For that fhall caufethem to love and dreade,
And to their Warks to take good heede,
For doubt leaft theibe putawaye,
For Negligence of them in one daye:
Houfhold-men woll not doe foe,
From this Warke therefore let them goe.

I If
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Chap.4. 1fThad knowne this, and had done foe,
Ibad avoyded mickle woe.

Alfoe in this Warke muft be Liberty, t
Without impediment, in everie degree, d
With divers Comforts peynes to releafe !
Of labours continuall which maie not Ceafe r

Els anguifh of Labour and Melancholly, - §
Mought be Caufe your Warkes to deftroy.

Of the groffe Warke it needes to fhew noe more, lt
For old men havetought the remnant before ; J
And what is neceffary that thei laft out, |
T his Boke fheweth it without doubrt, |
Wherefore this litle Boke the ordinall,

Is in Alkimy the Complement of all

The Chapter following convenient for a Clerke,

Sheweth the Cosncells of the fubtill Werke.
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e R[SE by Surname when the chaunge of
i (Coyne was had,
%2t Made fome Men forry,and fome Men glad:
#9| And as to much people that chaunge,
= Scemed anewe thinge and a ftraunge 5
Soc that feafon befella wonderous thinge, -
Tuching this Science without leafinge.
That three Mafters of this Science all
Lay in one Bed nigh to Zeaden-Hall
Which had Elixirs parfite White and Red,
A wonder fuch Threeto reft in one Bed,
And that within the fpace of dayes Tenn,
While hard it is to finde One in Millions of Men.
Of the Dukedome of Loraine one I underftand
Wasborne,that other nigh the Midle of England,
Under a CrofSe,inthe end of Shires three,
The third was borne 5 the youngeft of them is he,
Which by his Natiwityis by Clerks found,
That he fhulde honour all Englifh ground ,
A Man mought walke all the World aboute,
And faile fuch Three M affersto findeoure
Twayne be fleeting, the Youngeft'ihall abide,
And doemuch goodin this Loadeata Tyde. -
But finne of Princes fhall let or delaye
The Grace that hefhulde docon a daye.
The eldeft Mafter chaunted of him a Songe,:
And faid that he fhulde fuffer much wronge.
Of them which were to him greately behould,
And manie things moe this Maffer tould,
Which fith that tyme hath trewly befall,
And fome of them hereafter fhall,

Whereof
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Whereof one is trewlie (faid he)

After Troubles great Joy fhalbe

Tn every quarter of this Londe,

Which all good Men fhall anderftonde :
The Younger asked when that {hulde be,
The old Man faid when Men fhall fec

The holy Croffe honored both day and night,
In the Lond of Godin the Lond of Lights
‘W hich maie be done in right good feafon,
But long delayed it is without reafon:
When that beginneth note well this thinge,
This Science fhall drawe towards the Kinge 5
And many moe Graces ye maic be boulde,
Moe then of us fhall now betould 5

Grace on that King fhall defcend,

W hen he ould Manners fhallamende :

He {hall make full fecreate fearch, -

For this Seyence with doulced fpeechs

And amonge the Solitary,

He fhall have tidings certainly.

S6 fought King Kalid of manie Men,

Till he met with® Merien,

Which helped Kalid at his neede,

His Vertues caufed him to fpeede. :

Owe of fuch Matters let us ceafe,
And of the futtill Warke reherfe-s
Greate need hath he to be a Clerke,
That would perceive this futtill Werke.
He muft know his firft Philofophie,
If he truft to come by Alkimye :
And firft ye fhall well underftonde,
All that take this Werke in honde ;
When your materialls by preparation,

I3 Be
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Be made well apt for Generation,

Then thei muft be departed a twinn,

Into foure Elements if ye would to winn
Which thing to doe if ye ne can,

Gocand lerne itof Hortolap,

Which made his Boke of that Doétrine,
How ye (hulde part the Elements of Wine.
Moreover ye muft for your fuccour,

Know th'effects of the quallities fower 3
Called Heate, Colde,Moifture, and Drines,
Of which fower all things Compounded is s
And fith in this 4rte your cheefe defire

Is to have Colour which fhulde abjde fier,
Yemuft know before you can that fee,

How everie Colour ingendred fhall be,

For every Colour whiche maje be thought, :
Shall heere appeare before that White be wrouglit.
Yet more ye would have to this {umme,
Swiftly to melt as Wex or Gumme :

Els mought it not enter and perce

The Center of Mettalls as Aucors rehetfe ;
Soe ye would have ‘it both fix and flowe,
With Colour plenty if ye wift howe 5

Such three Contraries joyntly to meete

In one accord is a greate Secret.

Nethles he that is cleere of Minde,

In chis Chapter maie it well finde :

And firfk to give you a fhort Dogtrine,

Ofthe aforefaid qualities prime :

Heate, and Cold, be qualities Adtive

Moifture, and Drines, be qualityes Paffive ,
torthey fuffren the A&ives cvermore,

As Stones to be Lyme, and Water to be Froare,
Hereuponto Judge, Ye maie be bold,
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Nothing is full wrought but by Heate and Cold s Chapss.
Nethles the Paflives have fome Activity,

As in Handicrafts men ye maie daily fee ;

In Bakinge, and Brewinge, and other Crafts all,
Moifture is opperative and foe Drines be {hall.
Ariftotlein his Phificks and other manie moe,
Said ab actionibus procedit [peculatio s

They faid that Pradife is roote and beginning,
Of Speculation and of all Cunning :

For the propertics of every thinge,

Be perceaved by their working 5

As by Colours of #rins we may be bold

To give fentence of Heate and Colde;

By thesaforefaid foure qualities prime,

We feeche Colours with length of eyme

Of W hite Colour we be not full fure,

To feeche it but in a fubftance pure :

Greate DoGrine theteof lerne now ye maie,
When ye know how Colours growe all day.

olour is the utmoft thinge ofa Body clecre,
Cleere fubftance well termined is his matter heere ;
If Heate hath maiftery in matter that is drye,
White Colour is ever thereof certainely 5
As it appeareth in fight of brent Bones,
And in making of all Lyme Stones.
Where Cold worketh in matter moift & cleere,
Yet of fuch working Whitnes woll appeare:
As it fheweth in Ice and Frofts hore,,
The caufe is fet out in Philofophie before :
I write not here of common Philofophie,
But by example to teach Alkimy,
That one maie be perceived by thatother,
As is the Child perceived by the Mother.
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If Heatein moyft matter and groffe withall,.

Warke, thereof Black Colour ingender fhall 5
Example hereof if ye of me defire,
Behold shenryou fee greene Wood fet on afire s
When Cold worketh in matter thick and drye,
Black Colour fhall be, this is the caufe whic s
Sueh matter is compacted and more thick,
With Cold coriftreyning, enimy to all quick,
Thicknes made Darknes with privation of Light,
Soe Collour is private, then Black it.isto Sight,
Therefore evermore remember this,
How cleere matter is matter of Whitenes s
The caufe efficient maie be manyfold,
For fomewhile itis Heate, and fometime Cold :
But Whire and Black, asall men maie fee,
Be Colours contrary in moft extremitie :
Wherefore your warke with Black muft beginn,
Ifthe end fhulde be with Whitenes to winn.
The midle Colour as Philofophers write,
Is Red Calour betweene Black and White:
Nethleffe truft me certainly,
Red is laft in work of 4lkimy.
Alfoe they fay in their Dorine,
How theis two Colours Rufe and Citrine,
Be meane Colours betweene White and Red,
And how that Greene, and Colour wan as Lead;
Becweene Red and Black be Colours meane,
And frefheft Colour is of matter moft Cleane.
Phyfitians in Urines have Colours Nynteene,
Betweene White and Black as thei weene;
Whereof Colour underwhite Swbalbidus is one,
Like in Colour to 0nychyne ftone :
Of fuch like Coloar Mqgmetia found is,
But eMagnetia glittereth with Cleerenes :

In
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Inour futtill warke of Alkimy Chap.s.
Shall be all Colours that hath beene feen with Eye:
An hundreth Colours more it certeyne,

Then ever hath been feene in Urine.

Wherein fo many Colours mought not be,

But if our Steme conteyned every degree,

Of all Compofitions %’Gund in warke of kinde,

And of all Compofitions imaginable by minde.
Of as manie Colours as fhall therein be faine,

So manie graduations your wifdome muft attaine::
And if you knowe not {uch graduations all,

Lerne them of Raymond in his Atre Generall.

Gilbert Kymer wrote after his devife,

Of17. Proportions, but thei maie not fuffice

In this Seiemce, which he coude never finde

And yet in Phifick he had a nobil minde.

Wher the royalty of the nature of Man,
Advaunceth ofte Medicines of the Phifitian:

And fo honoreth oft times his Crafte,

W hen that the Medicines peradventure mought be lafte -
But it is not foin Phifick of Mines,

For that Arte exceedeth all other engines :

And refteth only in the wifdome of Man,

As by experience wife men witnes can.

j, :
|

ANd foe of Alkimy the trew foundation,
Isin Compofition by wife graduation
Of Heate and Cold, of Moift and of Drye,
Knowing other Qualities ingendered thereby ;
Ashard and foft, heavy and light,
Ruugh and {moothe , by pondersright,
With Number and Meafure wifely fought,
In which three refteth all that Ged wrought :
For God made all things, and-fet it fure,
K In
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Chap, 5. In Number Ponder and in Meafure,
Which numbers if you doe chaunge and breake,
Upon Nature you muft doe wreake.
W herefore Anaxagoras faid Take good heede,
That to Conjunition ye not pmcccdc ’
Till ye knowthe Ponders full compleate
Of all Components which fhulde therein meete 5.
Bacon{aid that old Men did nothing hide,
But only Proportion wherein was noe gmdc
For none old Auétor, King, Prince,ne Lord,
Writing of this S¢ience with others did accorde
In the Pt oportions 5 which if ye would reach,
Raymond, with Bacon, and Albert, done it tcach
With old Auaxagoras, ofthem fowre ye (hall
Have perfect knowledge, but not of one haveall -
And ifyou would joyne fowre Qualities to intent,
Then muft ye Conjoyne ¢very Element :
As Water and Erthe after your defire,
Well compounded with Ayer, and Fier:
Knowing the worthieft in his activitie,
The fecond, the third, every-each in his degree ;
The fousth, "and the vileft maienot be refufed,
For itis pmﬁrable and beft to be ufed ;
And beft maie extend his Mulnpl:catmn,
In whome is the virtue of our Generation ;
And that is the Erthly Lytharge of our Szone,
Without him Generation fhall be none 5
Neyther of our Tinéture fixation,
For nothing is fixt ‘but Erthe alone
All other Elements moveable be,
Fier, Ayer, and Water, as.yc daily fee :
But Fier is caufe of extendibility,
And caufeth matters permifcible to be;
And cleere brightnes in Colours faire

Is
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15 caufed of kinde evermore of Ayer, Chap. 5.
And Ayer alfo with his Coaction,

Maketh thingsto be of light liquefaction :

As Wax is and Butter; and Gummes all,

A little heate maketh them to melt and fall :
Water clenfeth withablution blive,

And things mortifyed caufeth torevive.

Of multiplying of Fier is no greater wonder,
Than is of multiplying of Erth {ev under :

For Erth beareth Herbes daily new and newe,
Without number, therefore itis trewe

That Erth is wonderfull as well as Fier,
Though one fparke maie foone fill a Sheere :

If all a Sheere were filled with Flaxe,

One fparke than would wonderfully waxc:
Fier and Erth be multiplicrs alone,

And thei be caufers of multiplying our Ssaze.
Of this Erth thoweth 4lbert our great Brother,
In his Mineralls, which Lytharge is better than other.
For the white Elixir he doth it there rehearfe,
And the booke of Meeter fhoweth it ina verfe.

NOw to Conjunctionlet usreforte,
And fome wife Councell thercof reporte :
Conjoyne your Elements Grammatically,
With all their Concords conveniently :
Whiche Concords to healpe a Clerke,
Be cheefe Inftruments of all thiswerke:
For nothinge maie be more contrary nowe,
Than to be fixt and unperfetly flowe :
All the Grammarians ot England and of Fraunce,
Cannot teach you this Concordance :
This ordinall telleth where ye maie it {ee,
In Phifick in the Boke de Arbore.

K2 Joyne
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|| Chap.s. ~ Joynethemalfo in Rhetoricall uife,
With Natutes Ornate in puril?cd wile.
Sithensour Tinéture muft be moft pure and faire, .
Be fure of pure Erth, W ater, Fier and Ayre..
In Logicall wife be it early ot late,
Joyne trewe kindes not {ophifticate:.
Ignorance hereof hach-made many Clerks,
Lewdly to leefe their labour and their werkes.
Joyne them together alfo Arithmetically,
. By futtill Numbers propartionally.

| Whereof a litle mention made there was,

| When Boetius (aid tw numeris elementa ligas.
Joyne your Elements Mufically,
For two caufes, one is for Meclody::
Which there accords will make to your mind;.
The trewe effect when that ye thall finde,
And alfo for like as Diapafon,
With Diapente and with Diatefferon,
Withypateypatos; and Lecanss mufe
With other accords which in Mufick be,
With their propercions caufen Harmony,
Much like proportions be in Alkimy,
As for the great Numbers Aéuall':
But for the fecreate Numbers Intelle&tuall
Yemuft feeche themas I faid before,
Ouc of Raymond and out of Bacons lore.
Bacon fhewethit darkly.in his three lecters ally
And Raymonde bewes in his Arte Generall.
Many men weene which doth them reade, .
That theie doe underftonde them when theie doe not-
With 4/trelsgiejoyne Elements alfo, (indeede..
To fortune their Workings as theie goe:
Such fimple kindes unformed and unwrought,.
Muft crafuily be guided till the end be fought.

All
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All which feafon theie have more obedience, Chap,s.
Above formed Natures to Sterrs influence.

And Science Perfpective giveth great evidence,

To all the Minifters of this Sczence.

And fo done other Sciences manie moe

And fpecially the Science de Pleno ¢ Vacwo,

But the chicfe Miftris among Sciences all,

For helpe of this 4rse, is Magick Naturall,

VVch the foure Elements wifely joyned be,
| And every-cach of them fet in his degree,
T hen of divers degrees and of divers digeftion,

Colours will arife towards perfection.

For then worketh inward heate naturall,.
Which in our fubftance is but Intellectuall :
To fight unknowne, hand maie it not fecle,
His working is knowne to few Men and feild 5
And when this heate naturall moved be {hall..
By our outward heate artificiall,

T%:n Narure excited to labour will not ceafe |,
Many diverfities of degrees to increale.

Which is one caufe by reafon you ma'e fee,
‘Whie in our warke {o manic Colours be:
Therfore it caufeth in this Arte-great doub, .
Tgnorance of heate within and without,

To know how theis two heates fhulde accord,
And which of them in working {thulde be Lord. .

Drgqﬂim in this warke hath great likenefle
To digeftion in things of Quicknes:
And before other (as 1 witnefle can)
Itis moft like to digeftion of Man.
Therefore faid Mersen, ous Stone in generation
Is moft like thing to Mans Creation,
K 3 In
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Chap. 5. In whom faith Raymond the fowre degrees all
Of the fowre Complexions together finde ye fhall,
And that atually, which ye cannot finde
Amongft Creatures in nonc other kinde.
Wherefore amonge Creatures theis two alone
Be called Microcofmns, Man and our Stome,
Now of Digeftion the aliment and foode
Perfectly to knew is needfull and full good.

It is humor follid conftant with ficcitie,
Mightily medled after fome degree,

In oppofite paffives mixed duly,

Ingendered by inward and outward heat trewly.
Soe nothing elfe is ourDigeftion,

But of humour fubftantiall a create perfetion.
I pray ye Laymen have meexcufed,

Though fuch Tearmes with you be notufed,
Imuft ufe them, for all Aucors affirmes,
How every Science hath his proper Tearmes.
Digeftion fometimes advanced maie be

By outward: cold, as yearly ye maie e

How in Winter men eaten more meate
Than in Summer, when expanfed is their heate 5
For colde maketh heate inward chen to fiye,
And ligge nigh together, then fironger is he s
Which by his ftrength his power is more

To make Digeftion than be mought before.
Butour cheefe Digefture for our intent,

Is virtuall heate of the matter digerent ;

Al Nethles heate of the digeftible thinge,
' Helpeth digeftion and her working :
Feaverly heate maketh no digeftion,
Baines maic helpe and caufealfo deftru@ion.
Wine digefted hath more heate nacurall,
Than hath new Mufte;whofe heate s accidentall :
Coagula-
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Coagulation is noe forme (ubftantiall, Chap, 5.«
But onlic paffion of things materiall.

MOre ye muft know, when Colours appeare,
Who isprincipall Agent in that matter Cleere.
For fometimes it is Heate, and fometimes Cold it is,
And fometime Moyftare, and fomewhile Drines.,
The principall Agentto know at every fealon,
Requireth great fearch made by futtill reafon :
Which is not perceived but of Mafiers fewe,

For thei mark not how Colours arife by rewe:

The principall Agent of the qualities fowre,

Hath power royall as Lord of moft honour

The remnant of qualities to Converte to his kinde,
Of which convergan Anaxagoras maketh minde.

In his Boke of Converfions Naturall,

Whereof Raymsond fheweth caufes fpeciall -

It is no Jape neither light tolerne

Your principall Agent all feafons to difcerne -
Which I teach youto knowne by fignes fowre,

By Celour, Odowr, Sapor and Liguore,

Nd firft by Colour to ferve yourintente,

To know thereby your principall Agent.
Looke in your Veflell which Colour theweth moft;
He that caufeth him is principall of the hoft
As for that feafon, whofe pride ye maie fwage,
By this our Doctrine, if ye fee him rage :

Which ye maic doe when ye well underftonde,
The caufe of all Colours which ye havein honde.
‘Which T'woll teach you now fhortly withall,
Bycaufe here-and there fecke them yene fhallz
Whitnes is canfed of manie matters cleere,

In another thing termined, and foe it isheere s
j Efsffi’ﬂfo‘
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Chap. 5.~ Blacknes is when pants ofa body darke, |

With thicknes oppreffeth the clecrnes of the Warke 5
Orelsit is of a Combuft terreftrietie;,

| But of fuch Combuftion greate hardnes {hall be;

il And by Commixion of Darke Cleere and Cleane,

18 Shall be ingendered all the Colours meane:

Every cleere thinge perfpicuate and fayre,

Standeth by the matters of -Water and Aire,

Whome apure Erth doth apprehend,

Suchas fhall not their cleerenes offend

And if in fuch cleerenes and perfpicuitie,

Ye can noe fpeciall Colour fee,

Thereupon to Judge you maie be bold, |

The caufe of fuch things was exceeding Colde:

As Chriftall, Beritl and other things moe,

Diverfitic betweene them lerne ere yegoes

Chriftall hath Water declyning toward Ayer,

Whercfore it is cleere; perfpicuous and faire.

But where it declineth towards Water more,

Itis darke as Berill or Ice hard frore s

But when matters draweth toward ficcitie,

Darknes with hardnes ingendred fhall be ;

Asitappeareth inthe Adamant Stone,

And in other things manie one.

Twinckling and glictering as in Magnetiais,

Light s caufe thereof within matter of Cleerenes 5

Whichis {uperduced upon warerly va pour,

, Beforetyme incenced with Heate be yefure;

|1 Now after cleerenes and Colours in extremitie,

i Of meane/Colours a litle thew will I. -

Ruby colour is of a thinn fume f{uccended |

In aclecre Body, which alfoeis amended
When in that Body reyneth plenty of light,
For more or les thereof maketh more or les bright -

As
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As the Amatift followeth the Ruby in dignity, Chap. 5.
Inlefs Cleerenes and more Obfcuritie :

And a Calcedonie in Slymy {ubftance,
Followeth the Berifl in degrees of variance.
Greene as a Smaragde is of Water cleere,

With Erthy fubftance Combuft mixt full neere :
And the cleerer {ubftance that the Erth be,

The cleerer greenefs thereof ye fhall fee.
Tawney is of Cleerenes terminate,

Infufed with thick Fumofity congregate

Of Water, and alfoe of Erth {uccended,
Whereby the clecrenes of Aler is fufpended.
Wann or leady Colour ingendred is

Of Waterie and Erthy parts without amifie ;
And where fuch parts becold and thick,

Ever Wann Colour theron fhall ftick s

As it appeareth in old layen Lead,

And in Men that be wellneere dead -

This Wann Colour called Lividitie,

In Envious Men ufeth much to bes
Naturall heate and blood done reforte,

To the Hert,them to comfort,

And leaveth Cold and Dry the Face,

For heate and blood is parted fro that place.
Likewife when Fevers be in extremitie,

The Nailes of Hands of this Colour wilbe.
The Saphire Colour, that Orient Blewe,

Like in Colour to the heavenlie hue,

Is much fairer than Wann Colour to fight,
For therein is more of Aier Water and Light
Than is in Wann Colour, and that by manifold,
Wherefore {fuch Colour is more deerer folde 5
All other Blewes the fadder that they be,

Thei have lefle of Aier and more of Terreftriety.
/8 Silvey
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Silver to Azure foone broght will be s

The caufe thereof is perfpicuitie,

Whichis in Silver caufed of Ayer,

Wherefore it turneth to. hevenly ‘Colour faire ;
And Quickfilver plenty within. him is,

Cauleth in Silver allthis brightnes :

Subtiler Erth, pure Water, with cleerenes of Air,
Caufeth {uch brightnes to Quickfilver to repaire.
Citrine Colour Yellowe as ye fee in Gould,

Is Colour moft liking for fome men to behould : -
Caufed of mighty and ftrong digeftion,

Yor humor in him have ftrong decotion

Such Colour with Heate ingendred be fhall,

Asit in Honey, Urine, Lye, and Gall:

The {hining of Gowld is caufed as 1 tell,

Of pureand fubtile Water termined full well',
Perfpicuoufly condenfed s for Water pure and fine,
Themore it is Condenfed, the better it woll fhine's:
For of a Mirrour the caufe none other is,

But moifture termined, as all Clerks gefle,

Soe that it be polible withall »

For Aier Figures receive never fhall

For Aier maie not 'be terminate in His kinde

S0 caufe of fhining in Warer ye ¢hall finde.

With White and Red well medled pure and fine
Woll be ingendted faire Colour Cityine.

Soe divers Comixtions of Elements,

Maketh divers Colours, for divets intente :
With divers Digeftions, and divers degreces.,

All Colours be made which your Eyen fecs.

Of Elements ye muft the proper Colour lerne,
Whereby -of Colours ye maie betrer difcerrie s
PbyﬂMw:Encmfgoodi{mbsandibnw,

Some be colde outward and hot within the roote:

Example
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Example hereof if ye 't to getr, Chap.s.
Behold the working of the gentle Violet

Common Philofophic the caufe doth difclofe,

Whie colde is within and red without the Rofe:

Anaxagoras (aid inhis Coverfions naturall,

Inward and Outward be contrary in thingsall,

Which is trewe except fuch things as be

Of little compofition, and nigh fimplicitie s

Asis Scammonye , and Lawrell the Laxative,

Which be not nourifhing tovegetative.

Remember howin every mixt thinge,

Evermore one Element defircth to be Kinge:

Which proude appetite of Elements and vicious,

Moveth men to be Ambitious :

Wherefore our Zord that beft difpofe cann,

Hath made Ordeynance for finfull Man,

All proude appetites to equalitie to bringes

When Requiem aternam the Church fhall finge,

Than {hall everic- ambitious thought,

Plainely appeare how that it was nought :

Lords,and Beggars, and all fhall be

In the Charnell brought to equalitie.

Your Principall Agent fo rebate fhall ye,

When he ufurpeth above equality 5

Thercfore Aristorle faid Compound ye our Stone

Equall, thatin him repugnance benone 5
Neither divifion as ye proceede;

Take heede thereto, for it is greate neede
And when it falleth that ye fhall fee
All Colours at once that named maie bes
Than fuffer Nature with her operation,
At her owne leafure to make Generation :
Soe that amonge fo manie Colours all,
Nature maie fhew one principall :

L 2 Such
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| Chap. 5. Suchas fhall draw towards your intent,
| According to your defired Element.
i ' This wife by Colours yee maie provide
How in your workes yce fhall yee guide,
Manie moe things of Colours I maie write,
Butthis is fufficient my promife to acquite,
As farr forth as Colours maie ferve your intent,
| By them to know your principall agent,
Bl But manic Clerks wonder why you may fee
| Soe manie Colours as in our Stone wolil be,
Before that perfet White and Cleere,
And unchaungeable woll appeare,
Confidering :Ec fewnes of the ingredients 5
I woll that anfwer to pleafe their intents,
And teach them the trewth of that greate doubte,
By kinde of <azagnefia fuch Colours pafle out,
Whofe nature is of fuch Convertibilitie,
To everie proportion, and to everie degree
As Chriftall to his Subjeé is founde s
For of everic thing that is upon the grounde,
Which that ye woll Chriftall fer under,
Such Colour hath Chriftall, therefore ceafe to wonder :
Wherefore Heymes faid not untruly ne Envious,
Ad perpeiranda miracnla rei uniss :
God hath {o ordeyned faith Hermes the Kinge;
To fulfill the miracles of one thinge :
Common Philofophers thereof cannot finde
The vertnes of our Stone exceeding far their minde, \

Stm'cﬂig maie helpe forth your intente, |‘
To know your reigning Elemente s

And be with Coloura Teftimony,

To know your principall Agent therebys

And ye which would by fmelling lerne

Of
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Of your principall Agent trewly to difcerne.

As White, and Black, be Colours in extremitie ,
Soe of Odors, foote and ftinking be :

But like as Fifhes know not by fight

Noe meane Colours, becaufe their Eyne bright
Mave none Eyelidds for their fight clofinge,

Soe meane Odors fhall not by fmellinge

Be knowne of you, this is the caufe whie,

For Noftrills be open as the fifhes Eye:
Therefore meane Odors be not in certaine
Smelled by the Nofe, as meane Colours be feene.
Heavie Smell is not as Clerks thinke '
The midle Odor, but only the lefle Stinke.

OIld Fathers wrote by their Doétrine,

Of their Experience which is maturine,

That if ye medle fweete Savour and redolente
Equally with ftinking to prove your intent s
The foote fhall be {melled, the ftinking not foe
The caufe ye may lerne now ere ye goe;

All fveete fmelling things have more puritie,
And are more fpirituall than ftinking maie be:
Wherefore it is in Aier more penetrative,

And is more extendible, and 1s alfoe to life
More acceptable,as friend to Nature,

And therefore rather received be ye f{ure.

Der is a {mokith vapour refolved with heate .
" Out of fubftance, by an invifible fweare
Which in. the Aier hath free entringe,
And chaungeth the Aier and your Smellinge;
As Sapor of Meates chaungeth your Taftinge,
And as Sounds chaungeth your Hearinge,
And as Colour chaungeth your Sighe,

- Soe Odor chaungeth Smelling by might .

L3 The
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The caufeof Odours to know if you delight,
Foure things thereto be requifite;

Firft that fuceill matter be . Obedient

To the working of Heate, for to prefent

By a fume the liknes of the fame thinge,

From whome that fume had his beginninge s
Alfoto beare forth that pure fume and fairey
There is required a cleere thinn Aier :

For thick Aier woll not beare it farr,

But it woll reteyne it much fafter ;

And foe thick marter Obedience hath none,

To the working of Heate, as it fheweth in Stone :
Heate maketh Odours, Cold fhrinketh, by reafon
Dunghills in Summer ftink more than in Winter feafon;
Pleafant Odours ingendered be (hall

Of cleane and Pure {ubftance and fumigale,

As it appeareth in Amber,Narde, and Mirrhe,
Good for a Woman, fuch things pleafeth her
But of Pure fubftance with a Meane heate,

Be temperate Odours, as in the Violet s

Of a Meane heate with fubftance Impure,

Is Odours mifliking , as Aloes and Sulphure:
But when Naturall heate beginneth to fpill,
Then thereof arifeth heavie {mell

As Fifh {melleth that is kept too longe,
Naturall heate rotteth, foe the fmell is ftronge;

ST:’;.’::E* is 2 Vapour, a refolved fumofitie

Of things which of Evill Complexions be.
And when Hamor onlie is in Corruption,

Soe thar the Subftance be not in Deftru&ion,
Thereof fhall onlie heavie fmell arife,

But not verie Stinch come ‘in that wife,

Of everie Srinch the caufe of that Chaunce

Is
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Is only corruption of the felfe fubftance; Chap.s.

And when Evill fubftance fhall putrifie,

Horrible Odour is gendred thereby :

As of Dragons and Men thatlong dead be,
Their ftench maie caufe greate Mortalitie.

It is not wholfome to fmell to fome Cole,

For quenching of fome Snuffe a Mare woll caft her Foale.
When the Qualities of a thing according is

To your Nature, good Odour will not mifie:

But when the fubftance is contrary to your kinde,
The Odours thereof odious you fhall finde.

Fifhes love Soote fmell, alfo it is trewe,

Thei love not old Kydles as thei doe the new.
All things that are of good Odour, .
Have naturall Heate for their fuccours

Though Camphire, Rofes, and things colde,
Have {oote Odours, yet Auttors tould,

How Heate virtually inclofed is the skell,

With Purenes of fubftance, whie they fo {mell :
This olde opinion you maie teach your Brother,
How noe good Odour is contrary to another ;

But it is not foe of ftinking fmells, '

For ftinch of Garlick voydeth ftinch of Dunghills.
Of Odours this Doérine is fufliciente,

As in Alkimy to {erve your intentc,

Your Warks to underftonde thereby,

When things begin to purrifie;

Alfoe by Odours this you maic lerne,

Suttilnes and grofnes of Matters to difcerne :
Alfoe of Meane {ubftance knowledge ye may get, ’
With knowledge of Corruption of Naturall heates
And knowledge of Diverfitic by good attendance,
When Humour corrupteth and” when the Subftaace.
But our Subftance was made fo pure and cleane,

And
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And is conferved by vertue of the meane,
That ye no ftinke thereof fhall finde,
Albeit that it putrifie fro his owne kinde.

Tl—k third figne and the third Teftimony
To underftand your principall Agent by,

Is Sapor called, of Mouth the Tafte,

Which evermore is caufe of wafte

Of the fubftance of the fame thinge

Whereof ye make proofe by Taftinge

Sapor fhulde be much better Judge

Then Colour or Odour, and more refuge,

Were not Tafte a perillous thinge,

While our Stoze is in workinge 5

For it is hurting to health and life,

It is fo greatly penetrative .

Above all fubtill things it hath Viétory,

And peirceth folid things hattily,

Wherefore it is perill and not good,

Much or oft to Taft of that foode:

It Comforteth Mettalls as we well finde,

But it is Perillous for all Mankinde,

Till perfe& Red thereof be made,

Such as in Fier woll never fade.

A lewde Man late that ferved this Arte,

Tafted of our white Stone 2 parte,

Trufting thereby to find releefe

Of all ficknes and of all greefe,

Whereby the Wretch was {odenly,

Smite with a ftrong Paralifie s

Whom my Mafter with great Engine,

Cured with Be3oars of the Mine.

Therefore though Taft by Common reafon,

Shulde be beft judge at every feafon,

You
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Yet for that Taft is abominable
Sapor is heere not profitable.
Yet of fome parts feperable,
A Taft maic well be Convenable
Before Conjunétions to make affay,
Whether they be well wrought or nay 5
Howbeit a Wifeman hath helpe fufficient,
By Colour and Odour to have his intent:
For manie Men can chufe good Wine,
By Colour and Odour when'it is fine;
But for new ‘Wine not fined in generall |
The trew Taft is moft fuertie of all 5.
For Smelling hath Organalls but one,
Nothing difcerning but fumous things alones
But Taft hath fix Organalls withour doubt,
To feele qualitic of things within and without,
Which Nature ordain'd againft perill and ftrife,
For more f{uertie of things haveing life -
An Ape chufeth her Meate by Smelling,
Men and Popinjayes truften to Tafting:
For manie things be of good Smell,
Which to Taft be found full ill:
For they maie be abhominable fower,
Over-fharpe , too bitter, or of greate horrour,
Or Venamous, flinking, or over-ftronge,
The Taftis judge and voideth fuch wronge.
Old men wrote in antient time,
How that of Sapors there be fully Nyne,
Which ye maie lerne in halfe an hower,
As Sharpe taft, Un&uous, and Sower,
Which three doe futtill matter fignific ;
And other three doe meane matter teftifie,
As Bitinge taft, Saltifh and Weerith alfo,
Other three come thicke fubftances fro,

, M
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As Bitter taft, under Sower, and Douce;

Thes Nyne be found in manie a Noble Houfe
Five of thefe Nyne be ingendred by Hear,
Unctuons, Sharpe, Salr, Bitter, and Doulcet ;
But of the Nyne the remnant all fower,

Be made with cold, as is the Sapor Sower,
And fo is Sowesifh taft called Sapor Pontick,
And lefle Sower allfo called Sapot Stiptick,
Alfo is Weerifh taft called Unfavoury,

With Cold ingendered effeGtually.

Sapor of twa things hath his Conception,

Of divers Subftance and of divers Compleétion.

F Hot and Moy#t in the Second degree,
With a Thick fubftance, Doulcet Taft will be;
The fame degrees of the fame Complexion,
To a Meane fubftance knit by connexion,
Unctuous Sapor ingender ever fhall,
But where it is Hott and Dry withall,
With a Meane fubftance in the Second degree,
The Taft thereof. muft needs Salrith be ;
When a thing in the Thixd degree Hot and Dryis,
With a fubftance Thick, there is Bitternes
But in the Fowerth degree matter Hor and Dry,
Witha Suteill fubftance, Sharpe Taft is thereby ,
So five Tafts, as I aid before,
Be ingendered with Hear, and not ohe: more.
Of Cold and Dry in the Second degree by kinde,
With a Suttill fubftanece, full Sower ye fhall it finde;
As by Faces of Peaple ye maie Deeme,
When thei taft Crabs while thei be greene :
The fame Complexion in the fame degree,
In a thing which of Meane fubflance {hall be,
Of that is ingendred ye maie well fuppofe,
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A Bitinge Taft as is of the Roafe, Chapss.
But Sower, and Sowrifh, and leaft Sower, all three
Be of Cold and Dry in High and Low degree :
And Cold and Moyft in the Firft degree of all,
A Weerifh Taft ingender ever fhall,

As of an Egg it fhoweth in the glaere,

And in pale Women over White and Fayer:
For fuch be Cold, and of Humiditye

Thei have trewly greate fuperfluity,

Therefore to Men thei have lefle delight ;

Cold rebatech luxurious appetite.

Ifaac faid there be but Taftes feaven,

For Sower and lefle Sower was one but uneven,
But in Complexion thei were of one foundation,
For Unfavoury was but of Taft privation
Compound Tafts be found alfo,

As Doulce Eger and others manie mo;

So by Taft men maie Craftily know

Divers complexions and degrees’ high and low
And when ye doubt by Taft to make report,
Than to your other teftimonies refort.

As in Phificke truft not to Urine

Onely, but alfo take witnes and Doétrine

Of your Pulfes, and wilely’ confidering

Six things not naturall the Body concerning,
Having. refpe&t alfo therewithall,

Unto thefe Seaven things naturall 5

And take heed if ye woll be fure,

Of Three things' contrary to nature:

Compleat theis Sixteene wifely to your ground,
A lewd Phifition leaft that ye be found:

For fo of (had 1wift) ye maie beware,

And helpe'the Sick man from his care:

So fo this Science if ye woll advaunc,
M:2 You
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Your works, take heed of everie Circumftance,
Wilely Confidering your teftimonyes fower,
Three be now pafled, the fowerth’is Liquor.

quuar is the Comfort of this Werke ;
Liquor giveth evidence to a Clerke
Thereby to faften his Elements,

And alfo to loofc them for fome intents s.
Liquor conjoyneth Male with Female Wife,,
And caufeth dead things to refort to Life;
Liquors clenfeth with theire ablution,
Liquors to our Stome be Cheefe nutrition s
Without Liquor no Meate is good s
Liquors conveieth all Aliment and Food
To cvery part of Mans Body,

And fo theidoe with us in Alkimy,

Ye muft confider the puritie

Of all your Liquors and quantitie s

And bow thick thei be or thinn,

Or elle thereof fhall ye litle winn s

But not as Phifitions maketh mention,

For Elixir is a thing of a fecond intention
W herefore ye fhall more Wondrous natures find.
In his working, than in all other kind ,
Phifitions fay the thicker Urine be,

The more it fignifieth Humidity, |
Where thick Liquor with us hath ficcity;
And fuetill Liquor betokneth Humidity.:

M&nic Liquors be requifit
To our Steme for his appetite.

In the Booke of Turba Aristens depofed,
How Ayre in Water was fecreatly inclofed,
Which bare up Erth with his Ajerly might..

Pithagoras
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Pithagoras (aid that was {poke with right. Chap.s.
Ariftatle Craftilye his words fet he,

Saying, cum habweris aquam ab Acre,

Plato wrote full fapiently,

And named it Filla roris madidi :

Which was kindly fpoken for Aléimsy.

But common Students in firft Philofophie,
Say Ayre condenfed is turned intd Raine,
And Water rarified becomes Ayre againe.
Some faid how May was firft feafon and faire
To take fuch Water as is made of Ayre.
Some faid fuch Waters come heaven fro,
When the Sunn entereth mto Scorpie.

Some faid all Liquors fhulde be refufed,
Which Froft: infected fhulde not be ufed:
The caufe whie as_telleth Autors old,

Is that theire accuity is duld with cold.
Some Philofophers faid that ye fhulde take
Milke for the Liquor Elixir to make:

And other fort faid after their intent,

No Liquor fo good for the Complement,
As Water of Litharge which would not miffe,
With Water of. 450¢ to make lac wvirgini :
But Demsocrit faid beft Liquor to prefent
Elixir withall was Water permanent:
Whofe naturall vertue and propertie, -

Was fier to abide and never to flye ¢
Rupifciffa faid that cheefe Liquor

Was Aqua-vite Elixir tofuccour;

For {he was {pirituall, and would revive
Dead things fro death to live,

Shee was Quinte[Jence,.the fift thing,
Whereof Ariftotle by his writing

In his Boke of Secrets faith foe, G
M 3 How
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How that all perfedtion was in quinayio,
Rupifcifia called it beft Liquor of all,
For it maketh greffe. matter fpirituall ;
Sut of Pithagoras ye maie finde,
Our Aqua-vite of another kindt‘;
He faith it was Fivificans in his {entence,
Fac fugicns fixom ¢ fixum fugiens,
For 1n fuch wife with ftrong Coaction,
Fixt matcess were made of light liquefadtion.
Another fort faid -no Liquor was above
The Liquor which, Congers moft defier and love:
Therefore [uch Liguors are beft foind,
Nigh to Tflands, and:to fuch;ground
"Which the Ocoan;Sed hath compafled iabou,
For there fuch Liquors -be fooneft fer our,
Of another Liquar wife men tell,
Which is frefher than Water of the Well;
Frefher Liquor there is-none in raft;
Yet it woll never/conlume ne waftes
Though it be ogcupied cvermore, -
It will never be leffe in ftore
Which Demoacrit named for - his intent,
Lux umbra.caxens, Water moft Ouient s
Hermes faid no-Liquor 4o neceffaric,
As was Water of crude Mercury :
For he fhall ftand faid .that Noble Clerke,
For the Water within our werke.
Now lerne ye which forthis Scignce hive fought,
By all thefe Liquors our Stome-muft b wrought.

Iqnor is a thing moveable,

Of fleeting fubflance and. junftable.
All fuch things follow. the Moine,
More then ftanding kindas dooney

And
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And thatappeareth to a Clerke; Chap.s.
In working of the white Werke s
Liquors wathen and makén cleane

Both Extremities and the Meanes

God made Liquors for Mans ufe,

To clenfe foule chings in everie how(es
Liquor bringeth without doubt,

Hidden things in- Bodyes our,

As Landres witnes evidently,

When of Afhes thei make their Lye;
Liquor comforteth the roots of Grafle,
And of Trees fuch as drye was;

For Liquors of Nature woll reftore
Humors that were lofk before.

Liquors departeth Qualities afunder,
Subftance: refolving in ' Attomes with wonder ;
Liquors alfo bringeth into one

Many things. to be one Stone,

Liquors helpeth to flux and to fAowe
Manie things, and lerne ye maic now
How Liquor is/ in manic manners found
Out of things that be on the ground,
Some by cutting, as Turpentine

Some with Prefling, ‘as Sider and Wing s
Some with grinding, as Oyle is had ;
Some with ftilling, as Waters be made,
Some with Brenning, as Colophonie s
And fomewith Water, as Women make Lye,
Some be otherwife brought about,

And by naturall werking fet out,

As Urin, Sweat, Milk, and alfo Blood,
And Renniet which for Cheele is good:
By as manie- mannets and moe by one,
We feeck Liquors for our Stenme.

Every
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Chap.s. ~ Every of the forenamed woll cleave
To that thei touch, and fome deale Icgc:
But Quickfilver albeititis fleeting,
Yet he woll never cleave to any thinge,
But to a Mettall of one kinde or other,
For there he findeth Sifter or Brother.
Medling with futtill Erth doth him let,
To cleave to things fuch as he meet:
All the faid Liquors which rehearfed be,
Conteyne fower Elements as well as he;
As Milke conteyneth Whey, Butter, and Cheefe,
So done trewly every-cach of all thefe
Which fower maie be departed a twinn,
And after conjoynd to make ye winn.
But much more craftily they be heere fought,
Then Cheefe, and Butter, and Whey be wrought 5
And drawe neerer to fimplicitie,
Then Cheefe, Butter, or Whey maie be.
Of all Liquors which be in our Stose,
None is called fimple but Water alone.
Of every Liquor which to our Szeme fhall goe,
Ye muft know complexion and degree allfo,
And than with Liquor ye maie abate
The principall Agent from his Eftate,
If he permanent and abiding be,
In any point of fuperfuitye :
As if the reigning qualitic be Drinefs,
Ye maic amend it with humour of Moiftnes.
Now more, now lefle, as ye f{ee need,
And fo in all qualities proceede :
And in fuch wife order at your will,
The principall Agent; your purpofe to fulfill:
With knowledge of diverfity, contrarietie, and accord,
Ye maie chufe which auality fhallbe Lord.
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Your Liquors be ordained to add and fubtray, Chap.s.

To make equalitic by wifdome of affay s
But truft not that any thing maie be
Hot and Moift both in one Degree :

For all that truft two qualities to be foe,
Shall be deceived where ever thei goe.
Common Schooles (fo teaching) %: not true,
Leave that Opinion, and lerne this of new

All Old men in that wereoverfeenc,

To fet in one degree anie qualities twaine :

Elfe thei faid fo that Schollers fhulde not finde
The fecret mixtures of Elementall kind.
Therefore who cannot his graduations,

Maic not be perfect in our operations :

For in true Number God made every thing s
Without true Number no Man trulie maic fings
Who faileth of his Number faileth of his Song,
Who faileth with us muft doe Nature wrong.

Onfider alfo the nature of the meane,

When it is in the Third degree made cleane;
"The purer that your meanes be,
The more perfection thereof ye fhall fee..
The meanes reteyne a great part
Of the vertues of this Arze :
For the Principle maie not give influence
To the Finall end, neither the refluence
Unto his Principall without fuccour and aid
Of meanes conteyning the extremities aforefaid =
For like as by meanes of a treble Spirit,
The Soule of Man:is to his Body knit,
Of which three Spirits one is called Virall,
The fecond is called the Spirit Naturall.
The third Spirit is Spirit Animall,

N And
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N orton's
And where they dwell now lerne ye thall:
The Spirit Vitall in the Hert doth dwell,
The Spirit Naturall as old Au&ors tell
To dwell ia the Liver is thercof faine,
But Spirit Animall dwelleth in the Braine :
And as long as thefe Spirits three
Continue in Man in there profperitie :
So long the Soule withour all @rife \
Woll dwell with the Body in profperous life,
But when theis Spirits in Man maie not abide,
The Soule forthwith departeth at thar tide :
For the futtill Soule pure and immostall !
With the grofle Body maic never diweli withall,
He is {o heavie, and She fo light and cleane,
Were not the futtilnefle of this Spirit meane.
Therefore in our worke s Auéors teach us,
There muft be Corpys Animsa ¢ Spiritns :
Alfo in our worke ye fhall fo finde,
That our meanes muft accord in every kinde
Of both extremities with wifdome foughe,
Els all our worke fhall turne cleere to noughe:
For prudent Nature majc not by workinge,
Make Complement of appetite of a thing;
And fo pafle betweene cXtremities,
But if the firft paffe by all degrees
Of everie meane, this is truch unfained,
‘Wherefore Nature manie meanes ordained.

Ow after all this to lerne ye had need,

Of feven Cirenlations of Elements for your fpeede,
According to number of the Planets feaven
Which no man knoweth but he haye grace from heaven,
Old Philofophers, men of great engine,
Said how of Circulations there fhulde be Nines

It
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It is the furer to doe by their advice Chap. 5.
Nethles Seaven maie your worke fuffice,
By inventions late found of new,

Of later Philofophers whos workes be trewe.
But for Circulations of Elements,

Some Clerks ween to have their intents.
When they fro Fier ordaine to delcend,
To Aire (thei ween not to oftend)

If thei to Water doe then proceed,

And thens to Erth when thei fee need,
And in fuch wife by order fall,

From the higheft to the loweft of all:
Upon thefe words they tooke their ground,
That Aer et cibus ignis found.

But truft me that fuch Circulation,

Is but only a reétification,

Better ferving for feparation,

And for corre&ion than for tranfmutation
But the truth is that appetite of the Fier,
Hath to worke in Erth his cheefe defire,

As upon his cheefe foode materiall,

For Fier with Erth hath moft concord of all;:
Becaufe that ficcitic is the lyme of heate,
But Ayre of her kind is moft wets

Yet Fire without Ayre worketh not,

For Faces of Elements be knit with a knot
Of Geds hand that they maic not depart,
By noe-¢€ngine ne craft of Mans art;

As in Plomps ye have example fdire,
Where heavie Water arifeth after Ayre,
Whereof noe caufe reafonable ye fhall finde,
But Connexion of faces of Elementall kinde.
But our Circulation is from Fier on high,

Which endeth wich Water his moft contrary.
N 2 Ano-
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N orton's
Another Circulation beginneth with A yre,
Ending with his Contrary cleane Erth and fajer.
Fro Fier to Erth, fro thence to Water cleare,
Fro thence to Ayre, then fro thence by a meane,
Pafling to Erth, then eftfoones to Fier,
To fuch Circulations the Red worke hath defire,
Other Circulations be better for che White,
That be rehearfed for her appetite.
Every Circulation hath her proper feafon,
As her lightnefle accordeth with reafon.
For as ane Planet is more ponderous
Then is another and flower, in his courfe :
So fome Circulations which Clerks feeks,
Mutft for her time have full thittic Weeks 5
Other Cireulations fhall oft time have leffe,
As one Planet is lighter then another was :
But the time of one with another will amount
To twenty fix Weekes proved by accompt.
After all groffe workes made before hand,
And after all Circumftances had I underftande ;
Ignorance hereof deceiveth manie 2 Man,
Caufing them to ceafe where Wifemen began,
Common People which for this Science have fought,
Ween how in forty dayes it mought be wrought,
They know not how Nature and things of Arte,
Have a proper time affigned for their part,
As it appeareth by this Similitude,
The Elephant for that fhe is great and rude,
Goeth with. Foale years full twayne,
And fifty yeares ere that Foale gender againe,
Anaxigoras {aid in his Confideration,
That Mettals had for their generation
A thoufand Yeares, wherefore him lift to fay,
In refpe@t thereof our Worke s but one Day.

Alfoe
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Alfo ye muft worke by good advice, Chap.s.
When ye fee Erth above Water rile;
For as Water beareth Erth which we goeon,
So woll it doe in working of our Steme:
Wherefore Well-fprings with ftrokes foft,
Seberly make ye muft in tymes oft;
Whereby Water maie foberly flowe,
For violent Fluxes be perilous as nowe.

MOrcovcr it healpeth in Alkimy

To know feaven Waters cffeCtuafly

Which be Coppied with manic a Man,

While thei be common fecke them as ye can,

Defire not this Boke to fhow things all,

For this Boke is but an ordinall.

By thofe Waters men Weenc in mind

All faults to amend of Metaline kinde 5

Alfo thei weene of the Elements fower,

The cffeéts to weene by their fuccour:

For thei fuppofe with confidence unfeined,

That all Vertues requifit in them be conteyneds - -

Some to molific Mettalls hard wroght,

And fome to harden Mettalls that be foft,

Some to purific, fome to make malleable;

Everie-each according that he was able,

Such Liquors to know it is profitt and good,

Howbeit thei maie not to our Stese be food:

Noble Auéors men of glorious fame,

Called our Steme <Misrocofmus by name :

For his compofition is withouten doubt,

Like to this World in which we walke about:

Of Heate, of Cold, of Moyft and of Drye,

Of Hard, of Soft, of Light and of Heavy,

OfRough, of Smooth, and of things Stable,
N 3 Medled
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N orton's

Medled with things flectinge and moveabje ;
Of all kinds Contrary broght to one accord,
Knit by the dorine of God our blefled Lord -
Whereby of Mettalls is made tran{mutarion,
Not only in. Colout, but tranfubftantiation ,
In which ye have need to know this thing,
How all the vertues. of the Elements tranfmuting,
Upon the tranfmuted muft have full domination,
Before that the fubftance be in tranfmutation -
And all partes tranfmuted muft figured be
In the Elements tranfmuting impreffed by degree.
So that the third: thinge elemented of them all,
Of fuch. condition evermore be fhall.
That it trewly haverit' maie. be none other, - (othet;
But her Subftance of that one, and her Viertue of that
A Child at his Nativitie can eate his meate and cry,
Our Stone at his. Nativity woll Colour largly.
In three years after a-Child can fpeake and goe,
Then is our Stowe more Colouring alfo.
One upon a "Thoufand his tin@ure trewly is,
Of clean wathen: Mettall I am trew witnes,
Faftiely (belceve:ityand ‘fully-in your thought,
It maketh good: Sitver as-of the Myne is wrought s
And alfo our Stesié- woll augment and increafe,
In quantitie, and’ qualitic, and: thereof never ceafe s
And therefore his growing and-augmentarion,
Is likned toc Man i waxing and creation.
Nathles one pointe: of trewth I woll reporte,
Which to fome' Men' maie be difcomforte 5
At the firft making of our Stone,
That time for winninge looke for none
If ye then ceale, I underfrande -
Ye fhall depare with loofinge hand:,
The Cofts be fo great before,
Expended
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Expended and fet upon the fcoreg” =0 . Chapi§s
But at the firft augment of all - gt 14
Which tymte our Stome depart ye fhall

In parts twaine full cqually,

With fubtill ballance and not with Eye -
One for the Red, that other for¢he White,
To mainteyne both foryour delight 5

Then winnmg firft beginneth to- arife:

But afterwards if ye be wile,

At every augment continually,

Profit fhall grow comodiouflys

In this our White Warke alone,

As well as in the Ruby Stones

Whereof faid «Maria Sifter of <Arom,
Lyfe i [hort, and Science is full bong.
Nathles it greatcly retardeth! Age,

When it is ended by ftrong' Courage's

But fome that have byne toughe crewlic;
Have forfooke their worke lewdly s

W hen their greate labour have byne pafte,
For thei know not how at the lafte
Groweth: the profit and the winninge,
Which thei would have at' the beginninge,
Therefore 1 finde that it is neede,

The trewth to tell when ye fhulde fpeede,
For when I am paft and out of minde,
This my Witnes fhall refk behinde,

For which caufe 1doe not: fpare,

Of this Arte the wewth to declares

As much as I dare, that I be not fhent

For breaking of Geds Commandements

This wife endeth all our White Werke
Shewed fufficiently for an able Clerke:

After
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Fter all this upon a day

[ heard my noble Mafter {2y,
How that mani¢ men patient and wife,
Found our White Stone with Exercife 5
After that thei were trewlie toughe,
With great labour that Stese they Caughe.
But few(faid he) or fcarcely one,
In fifteene Kingdomes had our Red Stowe :
And with that word he caft his Eye, .
Looking on me full fteadilye,
Of his words he faw me woe,
I faid alas what fhall I doe ¢
For above all Erthly thinge,
1 moft defirc and love Cunninge.
And for the Red Stone is prefervative,
Moft precious thinge to length my Life s
The Red Stowe faid 1is lever to me,
Then all were- Gould that I would foe tobe,
He faid I was to younge of Age,
Of Body lufty and likely to outrage,
Scantly of the a%c of twenty eight yeares,
He faid Philofophers had noe fuch Compeers 5
This wocfull anfwer then he madeto me,
Till ye be elder he faid it maie not be.
Alas good Maffer remember faid 1,
Howbeit my Bedy be light and luftic,
Prove and affay and you fhall finde
Age fufficient within my Minde,
He held his words full fill that tyde
And {o long tyme he did abide,
After this fudainely in wonderous wife,
He tempted me after the Philofophers guife,
Which to reherfe it, were too longe,
And to fhew how I fhould doe wronge;

Yor
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For that muft be kept fecreate, Wals Chap. 5.
For them which hall with. this Science meete
Yet at the laft with leafure and with fpace
I wan his love, by help.of Gods Graces
So that I had with. Grace the trewe doctrine
Of Confeétion of the Redmedicines
Whom to fecke it availeth right nought,
Till the White medicine be fully wrought.
Alfoe both Medicines in-their beginninge
Have one manner of Veflell and Workinge,
As well for the White as alfo for the Red,
Till all quick things be made dead s
Then Veffells and forme of operation .
Shall chaunge, in Matter, Figure, and Graduation.-
But my herte quaketh, my hand is tremblinge,
When T write of this-moft felcouth thinge.
Hermes brought forth a true fentence and blouate,
When he faid Ignis ¢ Aot tibi [ufficiunt.
The Expofitorof Hermes and Ariftotle joynte,
In that joynte worke fhewd a ftraunge pointe, .
He {aid Albertus. smagnus the Black. Freere,
Nether Freer Bacos his compeere,
Had not of our Red ftsne confideration,
Him to increafe in multiplication..
The Expofitor knew it fufficiently,
And my Maffer tought me trewly, .
Albeit that I never made affaye
Of the Redwarke before this Daye:
The caufe appeareth in this Boke before,
When 1 was robbed then I would no more.
Nethlefle I have put me fo farr in preafs,
That fecreate Trewth to thew I cannot ceafes
Reherfing fuch as were greately too bold,

So great fecreats to fhew as thei tolde: §
0) Thet
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Thei faid that within the Center of incompleate White
Was hid our Red Stone of moft delight :
Which maic with ftrength and kinde of Fier,
Be made to appearc right as we defier. °
Pandplphus in Turba faide, mente [ecura,’
Et ejus umbra in vera tiniluwra,
Maria confirmed it in fide ocnlata,
2uod in ip[a albedine eft rubedo occaltara,
The Boke Landabile Sanctum made by Hermes,
Of the Red Worke fpeaketh in this wife :
Candida swnc rubeo jacet wxor nwpta marito,
That is to faic, if ye take heede thereto,
Then is the faire White Woman
Married to the Ruddy Man.
Underftandinge thereof if ye would gett,
When our White Stome {hall (uffer heate,
And reft in Fier as red as Blood,
Then is the Marriage perfe& and good
And ye maie trewly know that tyme,
How the feminall feed Mafculine,
Hath wrought and won the Viétory,
Upon the menftrualls worthily .
And well converted them to his kinde,
As by experience ye fhall finde:
Paffing the Subftance of Embrisn,
For then compleate is made our Stone .
Whom wife Men faid that ye fhulde feede
With his owne Venome when it is need.
Then ride or goe where ye delight,
For all your Cofts he woll you quite.
Thus endeth the [abtill Warke with all her ftore,
I need not, T maic not, T woll fhew no more.

Caar.
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chap, 6.

N orton's
Cuar. VI.

(Jwards the Matters of Concordanee,

ah[| Confider there be no variance ,
el Betweene fuch things as fhulde accorde s

Sl For of variance maie grow difcord,

VVhereby your VVarkes maie be loft, !

VVith all your labour and all your coft: =

He that wol take our VVarke in hande, !

Five Concords he muft underftande. :
'“The firft Concord is neede to marke

VVhether his Minde.accorde, with the Warke,

VVhich fhalbe-Lord to paie for all,

1

 Els all your labour deftroy ye fhall.

The fecond Concord is needfullto kenn,
Between this Crafte and her Workemin.
The Third fhall ferve well your intents,
VVhen Warke accordeth with Infiraments.
The fourth Concord muft welbe fough,
VVith the Place where it fhall be wrought
For trewlie it is no little grace

To find a perfect working Place,

The Fift 1s of Concord and of Love,
Betweene your VVarkes and the Spheare above,
Of theis five Concords reherfe we fhall,
Beginning with the firft of all.

FOr'th: firft ye fhall well finde-

That full few Lords be ftable of Minde
Thet be hafty, the VVarke is longe,

Thei woulde have you doe Nature wronge.
Some now be onward as hafty as fier,

Halfe
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Halfe a yeate after have.noe defires
And fome in a Weeke, it is noe Nay,
Woll chaunge their mindes, and fome mna:day,
And for one Moneth have full beleife,
And the next Moneth thei woll the Arte repreeve.
It were much better for fuch to ceafe,
‘Than for this Arte to put them in preafle
Let fuch like Butterflies wander and pafle,
And lerne this leffon both more and laffe,
Following the Sentence of this holie letter,
Attingens & fine #ff, ad finem fortiter
Difpanens omnia [uaviter :
That is, proceede mightily to the End
From the Beginning, maugre the feinde,
All things difpofing in the meane fpace,
With great fuavity that' commeth of grace.
All fhort-witted Men and mutable,
Such muft needs be variable 5
And fome doe every Man beleive,
Such credence doth their Cofers greives
To everic new ‘Tale to them tolde,
They give Credenceand leave the olde.
But fome Lords be ftable of wit,
Such be apt to finifh it.
Everie fuch Zord or Mafter of this Werke,
Be he Layman or be he Clerke,
Be he rich man, Knight, Abbot or Lorde,
He hath with this Zrze greate Concorde.

THc feconde Concorde with this Arze is,
When ‘ye can finde apt . Minifters.
Noe Minifter is apt to this intent,

But he be fober, wife, and diligents -
Trewe, and watchfull, and alfo timerdus,

23
‘Chap, 6.
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Clofe of Tongue, of Body not vitions;
Clenly of hands, in Tuching curious,

Not difobedient, neither prefumptuous 5

Such Servants maie your workes of Charge
Minifter, and fave from all outrage.

But truft not that two fuch Servants o thee,
Maie fufficient for your worke be

If your Matter be of quantity reafonable,
Then Eight fuch Servants be convenables
But upon litle quantity, finde ye fhall

Foure men able to performe alls ‘

That one halfe of them muft werke

While the other Sleepeth or goeth to Kerke:
For of this 4rte ye fhall not have your praye,
But it be miniftred as well by Night as Daye
Continually, except the holy Sonday alones
From Evenfong begin till Evenfong be done,
And while thei worke thei muft needes efchewe
All Ribaudry, els thei fhall finde this trewe,
That fuch mifhap fhall them befall,

Thei fhall deftroy part of their Works or all:
Therefore all the Minifters muft be Men,

Or clfe thei muft be all Weomen s

Set them not occupied one with another,
Though fome to you be Sifter or Brother :
Yet thei muft have fome good difporte

Their greate labours to recomforte :

Then nothinge fhall better avaunce

Your worke than fhall this Concordance; :

He Zhird Concord is to -manie full derke,
To ordeyne Inflruments according to the Werke:
As everie Chapter hath diversintents,
Soe hath it divers Inftruments,
Both
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Both in Matter and alfo in Shape,
In Concord that nothing may mis-happ:
As workes of Divifion and Seperation
Have (mall Veflells for their Operations
But Veffells broade for Hume&ation,
And fome deale broad for Circulation s
But longe Veflells for Precipitation s
Both fhort and long ferve Sublimation :
Narrowe Veffells and foure inches high
Serve Cotrection moft propetly.
Of Veffells, fome be made of Leade,
And fome of Clay both quick and deade ;
Dead Clay is called fuch a thinge
As hath fuffered greate roaftinge s
Such medled in powder with good raw Claye,
Wwill Fier abide and not goc away; '
But manie Claies woll leape in Fier,
Such for Veflells doe not defire.
Other Veflells be made of Stone,
Yor Fier fufficient but few or noncs
Amonge Workemen as yetis founde
In any Country of Englith grounde,
Which of Water nothing drinke fhall,
And yet abide drie Fier withall,
Such Stones large for our intente,
Were a precious Inftruments
All other Veffells be made of Glafle,
That fpirituall matters fhould not out-paffe s
Of Afhes of Ferne in this Lond everi-eachone
Be made, but els-where be of Stone:
Of our Glaffes the better kinde,
The morning ftuffe ye (hall it finde,
Which was Afhes the night before, -
Standing in Heate all night and more,

The
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The harder ftuffe is called Freton,
Of clipping of other Glaffes. it come ¢
Tin&ture with anealing of Glafiers
Will not perfe him as thei reherfe.
By this Do&rine chufe or refufe,
Take which yeu woll unto your ufe,
But for figures of Veffells kinde,
Everie. Man followeth- his ‘owine minde,
The beft fathion'is ye maie be fure, :
She that beft concordeth with Veflell of Nature;
And figure that beft Concordeth with quantity,
And with all Circumftances, to matrer beft is fhe,
And this theweth well ' 4lbeytys Magnys,
In his Boke De Mineralibus, ;
Hereof a Secreaté difclofud was,
By my good Maser;to more and lefle,
aying, Si Dews.non dediffet #0bis vas
Nihil dediffet, and thatis Glaflz,

I"“ﬁ"“’””’” needefull there- be more,

As be Furnaces ordeyned thetefore.
Olde Men imagined for-this Arte
A fpeciall Furnace- for everie parte,
Everie-each divifing after his owne thought s
But manie Futnaccs of them be naught ;
Some were t00 broade and fome too longe,
Manie of them ‘did Natyre wronge :
Therefore fome Furnaces maie be well ufed,
But manie of them muft be refufed,
For theie were made byt by -advice
Of them which {eemed, and- were not wilg :
The moft Commendable Fahion of them all,
In this Boke portraied finde ye fhall.
One Furnace by me js found of newe,:

Sach
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Such as Olde Men never knewe,
Whofe fecreate Power with ftudy fought,
And with greate Coft was dearely bought
In him wilbe at one tyme wrought, |
Threefcore. Warkes, and coft right nought,
More than it fhulde for one Warke or twaine,
Therefore profitable it is certaines
Threefcore degrees divers ye maiegett,
For threelcore warkes, and’ everie-ech of divers Heate;
Within that Furnace, to ferve your defire,
And all rhei ferved. with one litle Fier,
Which of a Foote fquare. onlie fhalbe,
Yet everie-ech of the threefcore as greate {pace as he:
Manie purpofes ye maie thereby fulfill,
For here you fhall have Heate after your will.
Of this Inftrument all Men maie not be fure,
Thereforeit is not formed in Pi¢ture.
Another Turnace woll ferve threefcore | ,
Glaffes trewly, and yet farr more,
Everic-ech of them ftanding in like Heate, |
As by the Picture, Docrine ye maie gett : .
Another Furnace for this operation,
By me was found by Imagination,
Notably ferving -for Seperation -
Of dividents, and for Altification,
And for Dis-junétion called Divifion,
And for Correétion called Ablution,
Yc woll for.-fome things ferve Deficcation,
Yt ferveth full ‘well for Preparation s
Soe for fix things it ferveth well,
And yet for.all at once as I can tell :
This isa.new thinge which fhall not be
Set out-in Picure for all men to fee ;
Another Furnace in Pi&ure be fhall, .
P
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Mote full of perills than other Futnaces all,
Made for Magnetia, whereof bould Men had doubte,
To tuch with hands a poore lynine Cloute,
Which in che midle thereof unbrenned ftoode,
For feare of flames brenning fierce and woudc
Which furcill Furnace 1 devifed alfoe,
In which T found manie wonders moe
Then is convenient at this feafon to tell,
Whole graduation is doubtfull and cafluell :
Wherein «Magnetia, matter of greate cofte,
Muft quickly be (erved or fuddainly be lofte :
Of whofe graduation if you woll not miffe
Confider your Stoples, and lerne well this,
The more is the Smplc the lefle is the Heate,
By manifould Stoples Degrees ye maie gett,
Whoe knoweth the power, the working and icmd:
Of everie Furnace, he maie well trewth finde,
And he which thereof dwelleth in Ignorance,
All his Warke faleth upon Chaunce:
Noe man is fure to have his intent,
Without full concord of 4rte with Inftrument.,
Manie more Inftruments occupiced ye {hall fe,
Than in this Chapter now rchearfed be,
Which ye muft ordeyne by good or (2d advice
And prove them before hand oftif ye be wife.

TH: fonrth Concerd is full notable
Betweene this Arte and Places Convenable.,
Some Places muft needes be evermore dry,
Clofe from Aier, no waies Windy s I
Some muft be darke and dimme nf ficht, :
In which Sun-beames none maie light; i
But for fome Places the trewth fo is,
Thei cannot have to much brightnes :

Some
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Some Places muft needes be Moift and Cold
For fome workes as Auctors toulde s
But in our Workes in everie place,
Winde will hurt in everie Cag:
Therefore for everic Worke in feafon,
Ye muft ordaine Places by reafon.
Philefophers faid by their engine,
How it fhulde be wrought within locks Nyne:
«Aftrologers {aid it was a grace,
To finde 2 Chofen Working Place;
For manie things woll wonderous doe
In fome Places and elfewhere not foe,
But contrarie wonders be of one thinge
In contrarie Countries wrought without Ieafing ;
Whereof none other caufe maic appeare,
But only contrarie places of the Sphere:
Whereto Places contrarie of the grounde,
To them Concordaunt and Obedient be founds
Hereof great Evidence and wittnes full cleere,
In the Magnets Stone openly doth appeare,

Whofe North pointe draweth towatd his Countrie,
Which under the Southe ftarr driveth Needles awayes
Wherefore wife: Men which for this 4rte fought,
Found fome Places concordant, fome Places nought

'I'rcwlzr. fuch Places where Lechery is ufed
Mutft-for this 4rse be utterly refufed.

TH: fift Comcordis knowne well of Clerks, (Werks.
Betweene the Sphere of Heaven and our Surtil

Nothing in Erth hath more Simplicitie,
Then th'elements of our Stone woll be,
Wherefore thei being in warke of Generation,
Have moft- Obedience to. Conftellation:

Whereof Concord moft kindly and convenient,

P a2
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Is 2 dire@® and firie Afcendent,
Being figne common for this Operation,

For the multitude of their Iteration :

Fortune your 4fcendent with his Lord alfo,

Keeping th’ afpeét of Shrewes them fro

And if thei muft let, or needely -infeét,

Caufe them to looke ‘with a Trinealpeét.

For the White warke make fortunate the 2z00me,

For the Lord of the Fourth hosfe likewife be it done s
For that is Thefanram abfconditsm of olde Clerks s
Soe of the Sixt houfe for Servanmts of the Werks 5
Save all them well from greate impediments,

As it is in Picure, or like the fame intents.

Unlefle then your Natiwity pretend infeétion,

In contraricty to this EleCtion,

"The vertue of the Mover -of the Orbe is formall,
The vertue of the Eight Sphere is here Inftrumentall,
With her Signes and Figures and parts afpectuall,
The Planets vertue is proper and fpeciall,
The vertue of the Elements is here materiall,
The vertue infufed refulteth of them all:
The firft is like to a workmans Minde,

The fecond like his Hand ye fhall finde.
The third is like a good Inftrument,

The remnant like 2 Thing wrought to your'intent, °
Make all the Premifes ‘with other well accord, |
Then fhall your merrits make you a greate Lord.

In this wife the Elixir of whom ye make mention,
Is ingendered, a thing of a fecond intention.

Truft not in Geomantie that fuperftitious Arte,

For God made Reafon whichthereis fer aparte.

Truft not to all 4ffrelogers, 1faie whie,

For that Arte is as f{ccreatr as Alkimy,

That other is difproved and plainely forbod,

o

By




Orp1iNaLL,
By holy Sainf?s of the Church of God,
Truft not, ne love not Negromancy, '
For it is a property of the Devill to lye. |
Truft to this DeéFrime, fet herein your defires,
And now lerne the Regiment -of your Ficrs.

101
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| Chapize
CiH A2V bLs

S92 parfet Mafter ye maie him call trowe,
A= 77| Which knoweth his Heates high and lowe,

ALY Nothing maie let more your defires,
A=A Than ignorance of Heates of your Fiers.
(55592225 Of manie Auctors written ye maie fee,

Totwm confiftit in ignis vegimine :

Wherefore in all Chapters you muft {o proceed,

That Heate worke not more ne leffe then it needs

Wherein manie of Gebars Cookes,

Deceived were though thei be wife in Bokes.

Such Heate wherewith Pigg or Goofe is Scalded,

In this  arte Decoltion it is called s

For Minerall meanes ferveth fuch heate,

And to make our Letharge to give fiveate.

Such Heate as dryeth lawne Karcheefes fayre,

In thirty operations ferveth for our Ayre 5

But for Divifions you muft ufe fuch heate,

As Cookes make when they roaft groffe Meates

The fame Heate with a circular Fier,

For Separation of dividents we defires

But for Circulation of Elements,

Ignis candens obferveth our intentss

Which Fier muft ever be Coequall

In every minute, and yet perpetuall :

For it maie never abate ne increafe,

And yet the Fiet maic never ceafe.

Study wifely and looke about,

Such a Fier trewlie to finde out.

And in that Fier no moifture maie be,

Which Hand maie feele or Eye maic fee;

Tenis
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Chap.7.. Ignis humidws an other Fier alfoe
Is, and yet it feemeth oppefirum in adjects
Such Heate difsevereth-at- certaine tydes
Matters cleving to Veflells fides.
Manie-moe things that Heate maie wynn,
It: maketh oft thick Matters to be thynn.
A Philofopher mifely {pake of this Heate,
And faide, the highet degree thereof to get
Shall caufe and gendes, fuch Siccitie,.
As of dric heate fhall be in the Firft degtee,
Another Fier is Fireot Dificcation,
For matters which be imbibed with Hume&ation,
An other Fier is Fier of Confervation,
For all drie things of his. operation:
For Magnetia,is Fier of effufion,
Full of perills and. full of illufion,
Not onely perill which to the Warke maie fall
But fuch alfoe which the Mafter hurte fhall
Againft which once, received. is-noc-boote,
Ordaine therefore to fetch breath from your foote s
Provide for Mouth, Eyes, Eares, and Nofe,
For it is worfe than ten times the Pofe.
Men hereby hath found paines fore,
Becaufe they had not this warning before.
Ignis corredens ferveth in this Arte,
Elementa propingua wilely to departe.
By one. point of excefle. all your Warke is. fhent,
And one point too little is infufficient s
Who can be fure to finde his trewe degree,
Magifter magnus in-igne fhall he be.
It is the harder to know trewly. his might,
There is no triall for it-but our Eye fight:
Therefore-all men: failein his- prefence, _
Where: Heate..js lerned with-coft of  Expericnce. .

3
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Of this Heate in Ipeciall 4naxagoras faid thus, chap. 7,
Nemo pr:mﬂ fronte reperitur difcretus.
Another is Heate of mighty Coaltion, .
For Mineralls that be of hard quucfacﬁtmm
This Heate cannot be -too ftronge,. .. : .
3¢ he continued never fo-longe.
Another is Heate of Calcination
For fowle Mettalls for, their Preparations. ., -
Which maie not brenn, ne doe them mEIte
For f{o all thei maie {oone be {pilte.
The twelfte is Heate for to Sublime
All rhe Spirits of the Mine.
‘T he laft. Heate of theis. goeth. for, all,
W hen to Projetion our Stome fhall fall.
Ulfe maketh Mafterie, there is noe more to fayne,
But he that failech muft needs begin againe.
Now have I tought youeverie thing by name,
As Men teach other the way to Walfingham,
Of every Village, Wﬂttr Bridge, and ‘Hill,
Whereby w ife Mf:n their Journey maie fulhil
Soe maie a Clerke by this Doétrine finde
This Science well if he be cleere of mindes
All other maie finde himfelfe hereby a foole
To deale therewith, which litle can of Schoole;
For this is the end of all worldly Cunninge,
‘Nhf:rc to attaine can neither Pope ne Klng
thf:u Honours, ne by their great Councell,
But only by Vertue and Grace as Auctors tells
This precious Stone ;11 not be found ne wrought
But he be right devotely ﬂ’}ught
The Au&ors forenamed mth this Boke of miue,
Sheweth of 4lkimy all the Doétrine,
If ye compleate their Sentences all,
Not by Opinion, but after this ordinal
Q
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For in. this Orainall T fet you from all doubt;
Is nothing fet wronge,nor orie point left out.
The dayes were when that this' DoGine 'and “gfound
Had pleaféd me-more than a’ Thoufand puunf
Three Hundred pounds was not for my- defire,
As would have byne this €hapter of the Fier,
And mervaile not Lords, ne ye ficinds all,
Why foc noble-a*Seyence, as all Men this Arse call,
Is here fer'out in Emglifh bluntiand rude,
For this is foe made to teach a Multicude
Of rude people which' delen with this Werkes,
Ten Thoufand Zaymen againtt ten able Clerks:
Whereby yearely greate Riches in this Zonde
Is lewdly loft; as Wifemen underftonde;
And' manic men of Everic degree
Yearcly be brought to great Powertee.
Ceasc Laymen, cease, be not in follie ever;
Lewdnes to leave is better late than never.

All that bath pleafure in this Boke to reade,
Pray formy Soule, and for all both Quick and deade.
In this yeare-of Chriff- One thoufand foure Hundred

(feaventy and feaven,
This ‘Warke was begun, Howowr to God in Heawen.

3
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ALCHYMIE
A moft excellent, learned, and worthy
worke,written by Sir George Ripley;.

Chanon of Bridlington in Yorke-

Jfhire, Conteining twelve
Qates.




T itulus Operss.

Ere begynneth The Compound of Alchymie,
HMadc by a Chanon of Bridlington,
After his learning in Jraly
At Txning for tyme he there did wonne -
In which be déclared openly
The fecrets both of Sumne and Moone,
How they their kinde to multiplye,
In one body togeder muft wonne.

Which Chanon Sir Georee Ripley high,
Exempt from Clauftrall obfervance,
For whom pray ye both day and night ,
Sith he did labour you to advance.
He turned darknes into light,
Intending to helpe you to happy chaunce,
Gyving Counfell that ye live right,
Docing to God no difpleafauncc.
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UNTO
King Epwarp the fourth.

Honorable Lord, and moft victoryous Knyght,
With Grace and Fortune abundantly endewed,
The favegard of England, & maynteyner of rights
That God yoiw loveth indeede he hath well [hewed :
Wherefore I truft thys Lond fhalbe renewed
With Foy and Riches, with Charyty and Peace,
Se that old ranckors underflrewed,
Tempeftwous tronbles and wrescheanes Jhall ceafe.

And wow [yth I [ee by tokens right evident,
That God you guydeth, and that ye be vertwons,
Hating [yune, and fuch as be infolent,

How that alfo Manflaughter to you & edious,
Upon the Indygent alfo that ye be piteoss,

Greate ruth it were if ye fhould not lyve longe :
For of your greas fortune ye be not pre[umptuoss,
Nor vengeable of mwynde to wreke every wrong.

Theis confidered ,' with others, inyour moft noble Eftate,

Like as God knoweth, aud people doe wituefJe beare,

So entyrely’ me meveth, that 1 wuft algate

Recorde the [ame, and therein be no flatterer :

And that net onely, but alfo to write-bere,

And to your Highnes humbly for to prefent

Great Secretts which' T in farre Countryes did lere,

And which by grice to me moft unworthy are lent.
Orce
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The Epifﬂc.
Once 10 your Lovdfbip fuch 1) )7gs I did promife,
What tyme ye did command to Jend wnto me
sAnd (ince that I wyote in Jull fecres wife
Unte your Grace from the Univerfitie
Of Lovayne, when God fortuned me by Gyace 19 Jee
Gréater gﬂfﬂ” and moch mioye profyte,
Which onely 1o you I wyll difelofed to be

That i 1o fay the greas Elixirs bosh Red andwhite,

For like it you 1o traft that trewlie 1 have found
The perfect maye of moft fecrete Alchimy,
Which I wyll newer vrewly for Merke ne for Pounds
Make common byt 1o You, apd that fma‘?:iﬂmft}.
That to your felfe ye j%dﬂ keepe it full ecretly,
And onely it ufe 4 may. be to Gods plea ure,
Els in tyme comming, of Ged I Jhould abye
Eor my difcavering of bis Jeerete treafupe.

Therefore advife you well wyth good delyberation,
Eor of this Searete foall know nene other Creature
But onely yom, as I make faithfull Proseftation ,
For all the tyme that I beve in hfe endure :
Whereto I wyll youy Lﬂrd[éip W€ 10 enfure,

To.my defyre in thys by. athe 10 agree,
Leaft 1 fhould to me the wrash of God procures
For my rewealing bis greate gift apd presijsie,

And yet moreover 1 Wyl your Hyghngs 1 pardon me,
For opevly wyth pen I wyl st never myyse,
Bus when thas ye liff by pradice ye [ball feo
By Mowsh alfathis Pretioys fecres mofl of df{ygéﬁ,
How may be wmaade Elixirs Red and Whyte,
Playne unta yayr Hyghnes it [hall declared be,
A%4-if it pleafe you with eafy expance and refpyte
To belp, I wyll tecm make by belpe of the Trigizie,

Bur




The Epiftle.

But notwythFanding for perill thar onght befall,
Theugh I dare uot bere plainly the knst webinde
Yer in: my mriteing T wyll not be fo Myfticall ,
But that ye may by [tudie the knmowleige finde :
How that eche thing multiplicable #s in hys - kinde,
And that likenes of bedies Metalline be tranf[mntable
1 wyll deelare, that if ye feele me: in yowr minde
Te ﬁm;’i prowe my wryting trwe and noe fayned fable.

Andif Godgrannt yon by me to wynnethys treafure,
Serve him devously with more Land and thawking,
Praying his Godhead 1n lyfe ye may [o endure |
His gifts of grace axd fortwune 10 ufe to his pleafing,
Moft [pecially intending over all toIng,

To yesr power and connyrg his precepts tenne
So 10 keep, that inte no dumnger your [elfeye bring s
But that ye may im glorie [ee bim hercafter, Ameni

As the Philofopher in the boke of Meteors doth wryte,
That the lykeneffe-of bodyes Metalline bewot tranfmutable,
But. after he added thess words of more delyte
Without theybe redused ta theyr begin ning materiable,
Wherefore fﬁcb bodies which in nature be liguable,
Minerall and Metsaline may be Merenrigate
Conceave ye m? that ‘this Scyence. i not opinable, .

But wery true by Raymond and others determynast,

In the (uid: Boke the Philofopher (peaketh- alfo,
Therein if it. pleafe your Highnes for o reade,
of divers Sulphurs, bat efpecially of two
And of two Mercuryes Foyned:to-them indede::
Whereby-he doth: true wader[landers leade:
T0 the knowledge-of the principles which be trie ;
Both Red moft pure; and-White, as bave 1 [pede,

Which be nevertheleffe fownden.bus'of right fem: .
An
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The Epiftle;
And thefe two things be beft he addeth amone

For them that worketh the Alchimy 10 tafe, |
Our Gold and our Silvey therewith 1o make alowe 5

Wherefore 1 fay, whe will ouy Pearle and Ruby make,

The faid principles looke that he 1o forfake .
For at the beginning if his principles be trewe,
And that he can by crafte them f0 bake

Trewly at the end bis Worke Joall hiws aot yewe,

But one greate fecret ryght nedefull it js 1 know
That though the Philofophers fpeajce plarally,
AW #s but ope Thing, ye may me trowe :

In kinde, which s puy Bafe principally,
Whereof doshy [bring both Whyte and Red naturally,
And yet the Whyte muft come fyrff of the Red :
Which thyng is net wrought manually |

But naturally, Craft I?f{pmg oute of onr Leade,

Forall the parts of ouy moft precicns Stope,
As Ican prevegbe ¢ ocffentiall and concyese ;
Moreover there is no tyye principle bup one
Full longe it was ¢y 1 therw:ith could mete -
Who can reduce ity and knoweth s Heate,
And only kinde with kinde can redrfe,

Zill filth originall be clenfed from his Seat
Likely be is to finde our Jecrets both more 4z A

Onlictherefore worke Kynde,with his opne Kynde,
A%d all youy Elements Zoyne that they not i 1ve,
This poynte alfo for any thing beare in mynde ;
That paflive patures Ye tourne intg aitive,

Of Water, Fire, and Winde, of Evthe make blives
And of the Luiadrangle mape )¢ & Figure round,
Then have Jye bonie of our bere hive .
One ounce well worth 4 thoufand pound,

The
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The Epiftle.

The principall (ecrese of [ecreses all
Is true Proportion which may not be behinde,
Wherein I cowncell yow be not [uperficiall,
The true conclufion if ever ye thinke to fynde,
Turue Erth to Water, and Water into Wynde,
Therof make Fire, and beware of the Floode
of WNoe, wherein many one be blinde ,
That by this Science thei get but little good.

I councell you to eate and drinke temperaily,
"Aisd be well ware that Tpofarcha come not in places
Nefh not your Wombe by drinking ymmad:m:f 2
Leit ye guench your natwrall Heate in lyttle (pace;
The colonr wyll tell appearing in your Face:
Drinke no more therefore, then ye may eates
Walke up and dewne after an eafic pace,

Chafe not your Body tvo fore for to [weate.

With. eafy Fire after meving when ye [weate,
Warme yosr Body and make it dry againe
By Rivers and Fountaines walke after meate :
At morrowe tymely wvifit the high Mountaine,
Thas Phificke fo byddeth I reade certeyne :
So bygh the Mountaine nevertheles ye not afcende;
But that ye may downewardthe way have plaine,
Andsoith yenr Mantell from cold ye yow- defende.

Stich labour is bolfome, your [weat if ye wyll drie
With a mg.h’ﬁ, and after it take no cold,
For grofse humors be purged by Sweat kindly;
Ufe Diacameron, then confelt with perfeét Gold
Hermoda&tilus for: watrie bumors good I hold,
Ufe Hipericon Perforate with mylke of Tithimall;
And Sparma Cete ana with redd Wyne when ye wase old;
And Gates Mylke [0ddé withGold nenrifbeth meifture radical.

R Bug:
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The Epiftle.

But 4 good Phifytian who [0 intendeth to be,
Our lower Afkronomy him nedeth well to kuowe
And after that tolerme, well, Urine in aglaffe o [ee,
And 1f it nede 10 be chafed, the Fyre to blawe,
Then wyttily, it, by divers wayes to throwe,
And after the caufe 10 make a Medicine blive,
Truly telling the ynfirmities all 0w 4 yowe -
Whothus candes by his Phyficke és like 2o thrive,

We bave ap Heauen yucorruptible of the Luinteffence,
Ornate with Elements, Signes, Planetts, and Starrs vright,
Which moifteth aur Erthe by Sustile influence ;

And owt thereof aSecrete Sulpbure bid from fight,
It fetteth by vertue of his attraitine might;

Like as the Bee fetcheth Hony out of the Flowre
Which thing can doo none other Erthly wight
Therefore to God enly be glory and bonsur,

And like as Ve toWater doth relente,
Whereof congealed it was by wiclence of greate Cold,
Whence Phebus it fmiteth with his Heate influent :
Right [0 to Water mynerall, reduced is onr Gold,
(As writeth playsly Albert, Raymond; avd Arnold)
With heate aud moifture by craft vccafionate,
With congelation of the Spyrite, Lo ! new have I told
Howe our materialls togeather muft be proportionate.

Att the Dyers craft ye may lerne this Science,
Bféafdf'n_g with Water how they decoctions make
Uppon theyr Woad and Maddye eafyly and with patience,
2ill the Tinctures appeare which the Cloath doth take
Therein [o fixed that they wyll newver forfake
The Cloth for wafhing after they joyned be _
Right [0 our Tiutures with Water of our Lake
We draw by boyling with «Afhes of Hermes tree.

Which
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The EPI&](‘: 11§
which Tinétures when they by craft are made parfite,
so diesh < Mettalls with Coloyrs evermore permancas,
After the qualitie of the Medycine Red or White 5
That never away by eny Pire, will be bremte:

T's this Example, if yon sake good tems

Unto your purpofe the rather [hall ye wynze,

And [ee yonr Fire be eafy andnot fervent 5

Where Nawre did leave off, what tyme lock ye begynam,

Firft Calsine, and after that Putrefye,
Dyffebve, Dyftik, Sublyme, Defcende, and Fyxe,
With Aquavise aft times, both wajp and drie,
twd make & marriage the Body and Spivit betmixt s
Which thus togeather naturally if ye can myxe,
In lofinge the Body the Waier [hall congealed bee,
Then [hall the Body dy usterly af the Flixe,
Bleeding and chaunging Coloars as ye [hall fec.

The third dwe agasne to Life he [hall nprife,
And devosr Byrds, and Beafls of the Wildernes,
Crowes, Popingayes, Pyes, Pekecks, and AMavies
The Phenix, the Egle whyte, the Griffon of fearfulnes,
The Greene Lyow and the Red Dragon. he fhaill deftres;
The white Dragon alfo, the Antlope, Unicarne Panther,
With other Byrds, and Beafs both mare and leffe
The Bafiliske alfo which allmost eche one deth feare,

In Bus and Nubi ke [ball arife and acend
Up 1o she Moone, and [ith sp to the Sonne,
Through the Ocean Sea, which round is withont end :
Only Shypped within a little glafen Tonue,
Vhen be commeth thither, then 15 the Maiftrie Wonne:
A bout which Tourney greate good [ball ye not (pend,
And yes ye [ball be glad that ever it was begonne ;
your worke attend.

Paziently if ye liffe to )
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The Epiftle.

For thenboth Body and Spivit alfobath Oyle and wate,
Sowle and Tincture one thing both White and Red,
After Colours wayiable it conteyneth what fomen claster
Which alfo called s when be bath once bene Dedd -
And i revived ourMarchafite, onr Magnete,and onr Lead,
Owr Sulphure, our Arfenicke, and onrtrue Calcevive =
Owr Sonne, our Moone, our Ferment of our Bread :
O#r Toade, our Bafiliske, our anknowne Body, our Man,

(owr Wife,

Osr Body thus naturally by crafte whes it is venovate
Of the firft ordre is Medicine called in our Philsfopby,
Which oftentimes muft againe be Spiritualii ate :

The rounde Whele turning of our fore[sid Aftronomy :
And [0 tothe Elixir of Spirites muft yecome, for why
Tilk the [ame of the fixed by the Jame of the flier be over-
Elixir of Bodyes named it is only s (gone
And this [ecrete poynt-truly - deceaverh many.one,

This naturall proce(fe by helpe of craft thus confummate
Diffolveth the Elixir (pirstuall in ony unétuous Humiditie,
Then in Balneo of Mary togeather let them be Circulet,
Like new Hony or Oyle till they perfectly thicked be,
Then will that Medicine beale all manner Infirmitie, *
And turne all Mettalls to Sonne ¢ Moone moft perfectly:
Thus fhall ye have bosh greate Elixir,end Aurum Potabile,
By the grace and will of God, to whem be lawd eternally.

The
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Wyth love and honeity wner 10 tmou wena .

Both vertuofe to be, curtcous and hend :

Pray God therefore that thou may fynde

Wyfdome and Prudence with mouth and mynde.
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The Epiftle.
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For thenboth Body and Spirit alfeboth oyle and Watey,
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Hvr’ followeth the —Flu.:urr conteymng all
S .
the lecrets of the Treatife both great & [mall

|}H-" heaven ?lr!1J"F1.-'rnr:‘ ol led i |
Our tadde alfo ofthe lower, :"r-?r'.-::quwj
Wiich vnder(losd thau may notmaifie
To make our Hedicen Fr.rr;,r?..l‘af:'
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Incipit Prologus.

2.E8389 Hyld of thys Dyflyplyne incline to me
ot 7 , (thync EFC;

4 BX@4 And harkyn to my do&ryne with all thy
AN (dylygence ;
ﬁfﬂh— x4 Thes words of wyfdome in mynde doe
Which of old Fathers be trew in fentences ~ (thoubare,
Live clenc in foule, to God doenone offence :

Exalt thee notrbut rather keepe thee Lowe,
Ells wyll thy God inthee io Wyfdome fowe.

Fro fagned Doéryne and wycked thought,
The holy fpryt doth hym wythdraws
Nylling to dwell where Syn is wrought,
Dred God therefore and obay his Lawe,

A ryghteous Man forfooke Inever fawe:
Nether hys feed begg bread for need,
In holy Serypture thus doe I rede. %

Make Wyf{dome therefore thi Sifter to be,
And call on Prudence to be thy Frynd,

By pathes of truth they wyll gyde thee,

Wyth love and honefty wher fo thou wend:

Both vertuofe to be, curtcous and hend: =

Pray God therefore that thou may fynde

Wyfdome and Prudence with mouth and mynde.

. R 3 All




ns The ‘Prologue.

All manner good cum wyth them fhall,
And honeftic by ther hands innumerable,
Then into combraunce fhall thou not fall;
Soe be they in ryches Incomparable :

To worfhyp and profye they wyllthee able,
To conyng and to all manner of grace,
Both here and after thy lyvys fpace.

For thefe benefyts which they don bryng,
In parte ynnumeryd by fapyence,
To them 1 can compare no thyng ;
No rychys, no fpyees of redolence:
Above all trefure fuch is ther exellence,
That what{oever erthly that precyous ys,
To them comparyd ys but as cley. ywys.

Infynyte treafure to Man they be,
Who ufyth them fhall fryadfhyp have

1 [E-‘:x { With God in Heven, and: theg hym fe,

B (i ] After them vyvelyche therefor thou erave,
A For Body and Soule both wyll they faves
-. Erh And herein Goods deth multiplye,

And afore Prynces they dygnyfy.

Thynke how «dawm loft hys wy(dome,
Samp[on hys myght that was foe ftrong,
Kyng Sasle alfo loft hys Kyngdome ;

In the Oake by the here fayre 4bfalon hong,
Kyng EZeky by fyckneflc had punifbment,
And. many one moe for fyone was {hent.

And Dawyd was puanyfhed foare for hys wron

Biit




The Prologne. 19

But fec how other that livyd well,
And to their God did none offence,
Such chafty(fment did never fele,
But God fhewed ever to them benevolenice .
Enok and Ely were caryed hence,
To Paradyfe, and other good livers were
Of God rewarded in dyvers manner.

Sum had gret Fortune, fumgret Cunnynge,
Sum had gret Peace, fum gret Ryches,
Sum conquered Londsto ther wonyng ;
Sum were exalted for ther grer mekenes,
Sum other were faved fro the cruelnes
Of Tyrants, Lyons, and hot Fornacys,
As Danyell and other in many places.

Thus to good Livers God fend gret grace,
And unto Synners {ore ponifhment ;
Sum to amend in thys lyfe had {pace,
Sum fodenly with fyre fro Heavyn were brent,
Synfull Sedemyts for ever were {hent s
With Dathan and Abyron and other moe,
Which fank for Syn to endles wo.

Thus ever {yth the World was wrought,
God hath rewardyd both evyll and good;
Thus yf it maye reft in thy thought,
Fro fynfull livyng wyll chaung thy moode.
Yf fynfull people thys underftood,
They ought to be-aferd God to offend,  ®
And foone ther fynfull lyfes to amend.

Therefore
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The Prologue.

Therefore with God looke thou begyne;
That he by grace may dwell with thee,
So fhall’ thou beft to Wyfdom wyn,
And knowledge of our grete prevytes
Noryfh Vertues, and Vices looke thou flee,
And cruftyng thou wylt thee well difpofe,
Our fecrets to thee I wyll dyfclofe.

Keep-thou them fecret and for me pray,
Looke that you ufe them to Gods pleafure;
Do good wyththem- what ever thou may,
For tyme thou fhale thys lyfe endure,
That after thy endyng thou may be fure
In Hevyn for to rewardyd be,

Whych God graunt both to-thee and-me.

v
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T be Preface.

Nze<azy Hygh Yncomprehenfyble and gloryous

DAY 7N ‘ (Magefte,

Whofe Luminos Bemes obtundyth our

(fpeculation

One-hode in Subftance, O Tryne hode

( in Deite,

Of Hierarchycall Jubyleftes the gratulant gloryfycations

O pytewoufc puryfyer of Soules and puer perpetuation s
O deviaunt fro danger, O drawer moft deboner,
Fro thys envyos valey of vanyte, O our Exalter.

O Power, O Wyfdom, O Goodnes inexplycable s
Support me, Tech me, andbe my Governour,
That never my lyvyng be to theedyfplycable,

But that I aquyte me to theeas a trew profeflor:
At thys begynnyng good Lord here my prayer
Be nygh with Grace for to enforce my wyll,
Graunt well that I may my entent fulfyll.

Moft curyofe Coffer and copyofe of all trefure
Thou art, fro whom all goodnes doth deflend,
(To Man) and alfo to every-ech Creature
Thyne Handy-warke therefore vouchfafe to defend,
That we no tyme in lyvying here myf{pend,

With truth thou graunt us our lyvelode to wyn

That in no daunger of Synfulnes we renne,
S And
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T he Preface.

And for foe much as we have for thy fake
Renowncyd the World, our Wylls,and the Flefhys Luft,
As thyne owne wylfull profefiyors us take,

Syth in thee only dependyth 2ll our truft,
We can no ferther, to thee enclyne we muft :
Thy fecret Treforars, vouchfafe to make us,
Show us thy Secrets, and to us be bounteous.

Among other which be profeflyd to thee
1 me prefent, as one wyth humble Submyflyon,
Thy Servant befechyng that T may bee,
And trew inlevyng acording to my profeffyon :
In order Chanon reguler of Brydlyngton
Befechyng the Lord that thou wylt me fpare,
To thy trew Servaunts thy fecrettsto declare.

In the begynayng when thou madyft all of nought,
A globofe Mater and darke under confufyon,

By thee Begynner merveloufly was wroughe
Contc}rn}rnﬁ naturally all thyngs withoute dyvyfyon,

Of whych thou madyft in fix Dayes.dere dyftynétion s
As Genefys apertly doth recorde

Then Heavynand Exth perfeytyd were wyth thy word.

So_thorow thy Wyll and Power owte of one Mafe
Confufyd was made all thyngs that being ys;

But yn thy glory afore as maker thoun was,
Now ys and hall be wythout end I wys:
And puryfyed Sowls upp to thy blys
Shall come a pryncyple, thys may be one,
For the declaryng of our Stope.

For




The Preface.

For as of one Mafe was made all thyng,
Ryght foc muft hyt in our practyfe be,
All our fecrets of one Image muft {pryng:
Tn Phylofophers Bokes therefore who luft to fe,
Our Stoneys callyd theleffe World one and three,
Magnefis alfo of Sulphure and AMercury,

Propotionat by Nature moft perfytly.

But many one:mervelyth whych mervel may,
And mufe on. fuch a mervelous thyng,
What ys our Stene fyth Phylofophers doth fay,
To fuch as ever be hyt fcchyng:
Yet Fowles and Fyfhys to us doth yt bryng,
Every-ech Manyt hath, and ys in every place;,
I trch, in me, inevery tymeand fpace.

To thﬂs I anfier, that Mercuryitys I wys
But not the comyn callyd Quickfylver by name,

But Mercury withoute whych nothyng beyng ys 5

All true Phylofophers record and fay the fame:

But fymple ferchers puttyth them in blame,

Saying they byd hyt, but they beblame worthy,
Whﬁ be no Clerks, and medlyth with Phylofophy.

But though hyt Mercury be yett wyfely underftond,
Whercin it ys, where thou fhale it {eech,
Elis 1 ;l}:fc %ounccll take not this Etk: in hond,
For Philsfophers flateryth Foolys with fayre Speche:
But lyft to me, for trewly I wyll thee teche,
Whych ys thy Mercury moft profyteable,

Beyng to thee nothing' dyfleveable.
Sa It
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124 The Preface.

. It ys more nythe in fum things than in fum,
5 1 Therefore take tent what I unto the wiyt,
. IR For yf thou never to the knowledge cum,

i§ ' Therof yet fhalt thou me not twyrt: i
f Ia For I wyll trewly now thee excite,

| To underftand well Mercurys three,
The keys which of our Scyews be.

- Raymopd ‘hys Menfttues doth them call,

Without which trewly no truch ys done,

il | But two of them are Superfycyall :

il The third effentyall of Soon and Moone

i Theyr propertyes I wyll declareryght foone, |
And Mercury of other Mettalls effencyall, E
Ys the_pryncipall of our Stome materyall. ‘

In Soon and Moone our Menftrue ys not fene
g Hyt not appearcthbut by effet to fyght,
| That ys the Stone of whych we mene ;

B Who fo our wrytyng concevyth aryght,

i |’riii¥' i & Hyt ys a Soule, a fubftance bryght: ?

i {13 | Of Soon and Moone, a {ubtyll influence,
By whych the Erth receyveth refplendence. &

For whatys Gold and Sylver fayth Awvycen,
But Erth whych ys pure Whyte and Red, L
Take fro that the fayd clernes, and then
0 1} e That Erth wyll ftond but lyttyll in ftede;
. The hole compound ys called our Lede,

| The qualyte of clernes fro Soon and Moone doth com
Thele be our Menftrues both ‘all and {um. |

Bodyes




The Preface.

Bodyes wyth the fyrft we Calcene naturally
Perfyt, but none whych be unclene,
Except cne whych ufually
Namyd by Phylofophers the Lyon Greene,
He ys the meane the Soon and Moone betweenc :
Of joynyng Tynétures wyth perfytnes,
As Geber thereto beryth wytnes.

Wyth the Second whych ys an Humydyte
Vegetable revyvyng that earft was dede,
Both pryncyples materyalls muft loofed be;
And formalls, els ftandyth they lytlein ftead :
The Menftrues therefore know I the rede:
Wythout whych/neyther trew Calcynatyon,
Don may be, nether yetnaturall Dyffolutyon.

Wyth the thyrd humydyty moft permanent
Incombuftyble and unétuous in hys nature,
Hermes Treto afthes muft be brent:

Hyt is our Naturall Fyre moft fure,

Our Mercury, or Sulphure, or Tynéture pure:
Our Soule, our Stome, borne up wyth wynd
In the Erthe ingendered, bere thys in thy mynde.

Thys Stene alfoe tell thee I dare,
Is the vapor of Mettalls potentyall,
How thou fhall gett hyr thoumuft beware :
For invyfible ys truly thys Menftruall:
Howbehytt with the fecond Water phylofophycall,
By ieperatyon of Elements yt may appeare,
To fyght in forme of Water: cleere.

X3 Of
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Of our Menftrue by labour exuberate
And wyth hyt may be made Swlphure of nature
If it be well and kyndly acuate;
And cyrculate into a Spryt pure :
Then to dyflolve thou muft be fure
Thy Bafe wyth hyt in dyvers wyfe,
As thou fhalc know by thy practyfe.

That poynt therefore in hys: dew place
I wyll declare wyth other mo,
If God wyll graunt me fpace and grace:
And me preferve in lyfe from wo
isé E‘hee ;::dl‘e loke thm}‘l& doe fo,

nd for thy fyrft groun ncypall
Underftond thy Water mmfgual}i?

And when thou haft made true Calcination,
Encrefyng and not Waftyng moyfture radycall,
Tyll tﬂy Bafe by ofter fubtylyatyon
Wyll lyghtly flow as Wex uppon Mettall s
Then lowfe hyt wyth thy vegetable Menftruall,

T{Il thou have Oyle thereofin Colours bryght,.
T

en ys your Menftrue vifible to fyght.

And Oyleis drawne owte in colour of Gold,
Or lyke thereto out of our fine Red Lead,
Whych Raymond {ayd when he was old,
Much more then Gold wold frond hym in ftede,
For whan he was for age nygh dede,

He made thereof Awrwm Potabile,

Whych hym revyvyd as Men myght fee.

For




The Preface. . nY

For fo together may they be Cyrculate,
That ys to fay, Oyle and the vegetable Menftruall,
Ether fo by labour exuberate,
And made by Crafte a Stone Celeftyall :
Of Nature fo fyrye that we yt call
“Our Bafelysk, otherwyle our Cokaryfe,
Our great Elixir moft of pryfe.

Whych as the (yght of a Bafylysk hys obje&t
Kylyth, fofleyth it crude Mercury,
When thereon itt ys proje&,
In twynke of an Eye moft (odenly,
That cMerawry teynyth permanently
All bodyes to Son and Moone petfyr,
Thus gyde thy bafe both Red and Whyrte,

/

Aurums potabile thus ys made,
Of Gold, not comyn calcynat ;
But of our Tynéture whych wyll not vade,”
Out of our Bafe drawen wyth the Menftrue circulate,
But naturall Calcynatyon muft Algate
Be made, ere thy Gold dyflolved be,
That Pryncypall fyrft T wyll tell thee.

But into Chapters thys Treatis I fhall devyde,
In number Twelve with dew Recapytulatyon
Superfluous rehearfalls I ley afyde,

Intendyng only to geve trew Informatyon,
Both of the Theoryke and Pracycall operatyon :
That by my wrytyng who fo wyll guyded be,

Of hys intente perfytly fpeed fhall he. <
¢
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The Preface.

The Fyrft Chapter fhalbe of naturall Caleination,
The Second of Dyffolution fecret and Phylofophycalls
The Thyrd of our Elementall Separation -

The Fourth of Conjunction matrymonyall;

The Fyfthe of Putrefaction then followe fhall,
Of Congelatyon, albyfycative fhall be the Syxt,
Then of Cybatyon the Scaventh fhall follow next.

The fecret of our Swblymation the eyght fhall {hews
The nynth fhall be of Fermestation,
The Tenth of our Exaltation 1 trows
The Eleventh of our mervelofe cuultyplycatyon
The Twelfth of Projectyon; then Recapytulatyon
And fo thys Treatyfe fhall take an end,
By the help of God as I entend.

:
_1
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The firft Gate.

Alcinacion .is the purgacyon of our Stoze,
Reftauryng alfo of hys naturall heate;
Of radycall moyfture it lefycth none;
Inducyng - Solucion into our Stane moft mete,
After Philofophy T you behyre; .
Do not after the comyn gyfe,
Wyth Sulphureand Salts preparat in dyvers wyle.

Nether with Corrofyves nor with Fire alone,
Nor with Viyneger nor Water ardent,
Nether with the vapour of Lede our Stoze
Is Cal¢yned to our intente
All they to Calcyne whych fo be bent.
Fro thys hard Scyence withdraw theyre hond,
Till they our Caleyning better underftonde.

For by fich Calcynyng theyre bodyes be fhent,

_ ) Whych mynyfheth the moyfture of our Stone;

Therefore when bodyes. to powder be- brent,
Dry as askys of. Tre or Bone,
Of fuch Calk then wyll we ‘none;
For moyfture we multiply radycall, .
In -Calcynyng, mynyfhyng none-at all.
T. And
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130 Of (alcination.
4 And for a fure ground of our trew Caleynacyon,

Woor ch wyttyly kynde only wyth kynde s

For kynd to kynde hath appetyble inclynacyon s

Who knoweth not thys yn knowledge is but blynd :

He may forth wander as Myft doth wyth the Wynd;
Woting never wyth perfytnes where to lyghe,
Becaufe he cannot confeve our words aryght.

5. _ Joyne kynd to kynd therefore as reafon ys,
For every Burgeon anfwereth to his owne Seced
Man begetteth Man, a Beaft 2 Beaft Iykewyfe
Ferther of thys to trete it is no need,
But underftond thys poynt yf thou wylt fpede s
Every thyng'ys fyrft Calcyned in hys owne kynd,
Thys well confevyng,frute thereyn fhale thou fynde.

6. And we make Calxes unctious both Whyteand Red,
Of three degrees or our Bafe be perfyt 5
Fluxyble as Wex, ells ftond th.;y lyttle in fted
By ryght long procefle as Phylofophers wryre,
A yere we take or more for our refpyte :
For in lefle fpace our Calxe wyll not be made,
Able totayne with colour whych wyll not vade.

7. As for the Proporcyon thou muft beware,
For therein many one ys beguylyd,
Therefore thy warke zZat thow not marre;
Lat the Body be forelly fylyd
With Mercury,as much then fo fubtylyd :
One of the Somn, two of the Moone,
Tyll altogether lyke pap be done. ;i
Then




Of (alcination. 131
@, Then make the Mercury foure to the Sonne,

Two to the Mone as hyt fhould be,
And thus thy worke muft be begon,
In fygure of the Trynytes
Three of the Body and of the Spryt three:

And for the unytye of the fubftance fpirituall,

One more than of the {ubftance corporall,

9.  By'Raymonds Reportory thys ys trew,
Proporcyon there who lyft to looke,
The fame my Do&#our to me did fhew ;
But three of the Spryt Bacon tooke,
To one of the Bndl; for thys Twooke:
Many a nyght or I hyt wyft, .
And both be trew take whych youlyft,

10, If the Water be equall in Proporcyon
To the Erthe whych hete in dew mefure,
Of hym fhall fpryng a new burgyon
Both Whyte and Red in pure tyn&ure,
Whych in the Fyre fhall ever endure:
Kyll than the quyck, the ded revyve,
Make Trynyte Unyte wythout any ftryve.

11.  Thysys the beft and the fureft Proporcyon,
For here ys left of the part fpyrytuall,
The better therefore fhall be Solucyon s
Then yf thou dyd it wyth Water {mall,
Thyne Erth over glutyn whych lofyth all*
Take heede therefore to potters loome,
And make you never to nefh thy wome.
T2 That
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OFf Calcination,

That loome behold how yt tempered ys, 3
The meane alfo how thou hyt Calcenates
And ever in mynd loke thou bare thys, |
That never thyne Erth wyth Warter be fuffocate; . |
Dry up thy moyfture wyth heate moft temperate:: i
Helpe Dyffolucyon wyth moyfture of the Mone, L
And Congellacyon wyth the Son,then baft thoudone.  F

Foure Natures {hall into the fyfth fo turne,
Whych ys a Nature moft perfect and temperate 5
But hard hyt yswich thy bare foote to {purne,
Agaynft a brodyke of Iyron or Stele new acuatte
Soe¢ many one .doth whych bene infatuate,
When they fuch hygh thyngs don take in hond,
Whych they in noe wyfe underftonde.

In Eggs,. in Vitryoll, or in Blod,
What ryches wene they there to fynde
Yt they Phylofophy underftode,
They wold not in worchyng be fo blynd,
Gold to feke or Sylver out of kynd:
For lyke as Fyre of brennyng the pryncyple ys,
So ys the pryncyple of gildyng, Gold I wys.

Yf thou intend therefore to make
Gold and Sylver by craft of our Philofophy s
Therto nother Eggs nor Blood thou take,
But Gold and Sylver whych naturally,
Calcyned wyfely, and not manually, i
And new generacyon wyll forth bryng,
Increfyng theyr kynde as doth ech thyng.

And



16,

18.

19.

Of(alcination,
And yf yt true were that perfycmyght be;

In thyngs which be ‘not ‘mettallyne:

In which be Colours plefaunt to fee,

As in Blood, Eggs, Her¢, Uryn,-and Wyne;

Or in meane Mettalls.dyggyd out of the Myne: 1 -
Yet muft theyr Elements be putrefyed and feparate,
And wyth Elements of perfyt Bodys be dyfponfate.

But fyrftof thef®@ Elements make thon Rotacyon,
And into Water -thy, Erth turne fysft of all .. - -
Then of thy Water make Ayre by’ Levygacyon s
And Ayre make Fyres then MasTer I wyll thee call
Of all our {ecretts greate and {mall:

The Wheele of Elements thou canft turne about,
Trewly confevyng our Wrytyngs wythowt dowte.

Thys done, go backward, turnyng thy Wheele againe,
And into thy Water then turne thy Fyre anon;
And Ayre into Erth, ells laboryft thow but in vayne:
For {oe to temperyment ys brought our Stone,

And Natures contraryofe, fower be made one,
Afterthey have three times ben Cyrculat,
And alfoe thy Bace perfytly confummate,

Thus under the moyfture of the Moone,

And under the temperate hete of the Soune,

Thy Elements fhalbe incynerate fone,

And then thow haft the Maiftery wone;

Thanke God thy worke was then begon:

For there thow haft one token trew,

Whych fyrft in blacknes to thee wyll fhew. .
T3 The
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14 Of Cdlcmdﬂﬂﬂ. |

20, _ The hede of the Crow that: tokyn call we,

And {um men call hyt the Crows byll;

Sum call hyt the Athes of Hermes Tre,

And thus they name hyt after theyer wyll,

Our Tode of the Erth whych etyith hys fyll: |
Sum name I}yt by whych it ys mortyfycat
Thefpyrytof the Erth wyth venome intoxycate,
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21, But hyt hath Names T fay to. the infynyte,
B For after each thyng that Blacke ys to fyghts
| 8 Namyd hyt ys tyll the tyme that hyt wex” Whyte,
i LR For after blackneffe when yt wexeth bryght,
Then hath hyt names of more delyght:
After Whyte thyngs, the Red after the fame,

1 b Rule of Red thyngs; doth take hys name.
i, : 22. At the fyrff Gate, now art thou in,
B Of the Phylofophers Caftle where they dwell 5

i Proceede wyfely that thou may wyne
B i‘| In at mo Gates of that Caftell,
il | Whych Caftleys round as any Bell:
And Gates hath Eleven yet mo,
One ys. conquered, now to the Second go.

The end of the firft Gate.
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Or SoLuTtion.

T be fecond Gate.

OF Solweion now wyll I fpeke a word or two,
Whych fheweth owt that err was hyd from fyght,
And makyth intenuate thyngs that were thyk alfos
By the vertue of our fyrft Menftrue clere and bryght,
In whych our Bodyes eclypfyd ben to fyght:
And of ther hard and dry Compactyon {ubtylyat
Into ther owne fyrft nature kyndly retrogradate.

. - One in Gender they be and in Nomber not fo,

Whofe Father the Son, the Moone truly ys Mother,
The mean ys Mercury, thefe two and no mo
Be our Magwefia, our «Adrop, and none other;
Thyngs there be, but only Syffer and Brother :

That ys to wene Agent and Pacyent,

Sulphure and Merowry coeflentyall to our entent,

Betwyxt thefe two in qualyte cotraryofe,
Ingendred ys a Mene moft mervyllofely
Whych ys our Mereury and Menftrue un&uofes
Our fecrett Sslphur worchyng invyfybly,
More ferfely than Fyre brennyng the body,”

Into Water dyflolvyng the Body mynerall,

Which Nyght fro darknes in the North parte we r:ﬁll.
ug




16 Of Solution.

4. But yet I trow thou underftandyft not utterly
"The. very fecrett of Phylofopers Dyffolucion 4
Therefore conceve me T councell thee wyttyly
For T wyll tell thee trewly wythout delufyon s
Our Selucyon ys caufe of our Congelacyon

For the Dyffolucyom on the one.f{yde corporall
Caufyth Congelacyoron theother fyde Spyrytuall.

5+ . . And we Dyffolve into Water whych weytyth nohond
For when the Erth ysintegrally yncynerat
Then ys the Water congelyd, thys underftond ;
« For the Elerhents be fo concatenar, -
That when the body fro hys fyrft forme ys alterate:
A new forme ys inducyd immediately,

For nothyng being wythout all forme ys utterly.

:. 5

6. ' And here a'fecrét tothee T 'wyll dyfclofe;
Whych ys the ground of our fecrets all .
And yf thou hyt not know thou fhalt but lofe
Thylabour and cofts both great and {mall,
Take héde therefore in' Errour that thou not fall » ,
The more thyne Etth andthe lefle thy Water be, §
The rdther and better Solucyon thall thou fee. ’

7, Behold how Yfe to Water doth relent,
And fo hyt muft, for Water hyt was before;
Ryght foe'agayne to' Water onr Erthis bent,
And -Water thereby congelyd: for evermore,.
For after all Phylofophers whych'ever was bore :
Every Metrall was ons Water mynerall, 3
Therefore wyth ‘Witer they turne 16 Water all. b
In |
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OF Solution.

In whych Water of kynde occafyonate
Of qualytes bene repugnaunce and dyver(yte,
Thyngs into thyngs muft cherfore be rotate,
Untyll dyverfyte be brought to parfyc unyre,
For Scryprure recordyth when the Erth fhall be
Trowbelyd, and into the depe Sea fhall be caft
M&antaynes, our Bodyes lykewyfe at the laft.

Our Bodyes be lekenyd convenyently
To Mountaynes whych after hygh Planets we name 5
Into the depenes therfore of eatercary.
Turne them and kepe the out of blame,
Then fhall ye fe 2 Nobyll game;
How all fhall become powder foft as (ylke,
So doth our Runnett by kynde curd our Mylke.

Then hath our Bodys ther fyrft forme lofte,
And other be enducyd ymedyately ;
Then haft thow well befet thy coft,
Wheras fome other uncunning muft goe by,
Not knowyng the fecretts of our Phylefophy :
Yet one poynt I more muft tell thee,
Every Body how hyt hath dymencyons three.

Altytude, Latytude, and Profundyte,
By whych algates turne we muft our Whele s
Knowyng thy entraunce in the Weft fhall be;
Thy pafiage forth into the North yf thou do well,
And there thy Lyghts lofe theyre Lyght eche-dele:
For there thou muft abyde by Ninety Nyght
In darknes of Purgatory wythowten Lyght.
\' ' Then
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Of . Solution.

Then take thy courfe up to the Efte anon
By Colours paflyng varyable in manyfold wyfe,
And then be Wynter and Vere nygh over-gon
To the Eft, therfore thyne affendyng devyle,
For there the Son wyth- Day-lyght doth upryfe
In Somer, and there dyfporte the wyth delyghe;
For there thy Warke fhall becom parfydhyre..

. Forth fro the Eft ynto the South affend,
And. fett thou up therein thy Chayre of Fyre,
For there ys Harveft, that ys to fay an end
Of all thys Warke after thyne owne defyre :
Ther fhynyth the Son up inhys owne {phyre,
And after the Eclyps ys in rednes wyth glory
As Kyng to rayac uppon all Mettalls and Mercury..

And in one Glaffe muft be doneall thys. thyng,
Lyke to an Egg in{bhape, and clofyd well,
T]Yu:n muft you know the mefure of fyryng
The whych unknowen thy Warkeys loft ech dele,
Lett never thy Glafle be hotter then thow may feele :
And fuffer ftyll in.thy bare hand to holde
For dread of lofyng as Philsfophers. have the tolde..

Yett to my Doéiryne furthermore intend,.
Beware thy Glaffe thou never opyn ne meve
Fro thy begynnyng, tyll thou have madean end s
If thou do contrary thy Warke may never cheve:
Thus in thys Chapter whych ys fo breve,
I have the taught thy trew Solucion s
Now. to the Zhyrd Gate goe, for thys ys won.
: OF
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OFr SEPARATION.

The third (j@te.

Eparacyon, doth ech parte from other devyde,

The {ubrill fro the groce, fro the thyck the thyn
But Separacyon manuall look thou puc afyde:
Forthat pertaynyth to folys whych lyttyll good don
But in our Separacyon nature doth not blyn:  (wyn,

Makyng dyvyfyon of qualytes Elementall
Tato the fyfth degree tyll they be turned all.

Erth ys tumnyd into Water black and bloe,

And Water after into Ayre under very whyte:
Ayre ys turned into Fyre, Elements there be nomo;

Of thys ys made by crafte our Steme of grete delyte,

But of thys Separacyon much more muft we wrytes
And Separacyon ys callyd by Phylofophers dyffynycyon
Of the fayd Elements tetraptatyve dyfperfyon.

And of thys Separacyon 1 fynde a lyke fygure
Thus fpoken by the Prophet yn the Pfalmody,
God brought out of a Stone a flud of Water pure,
And out of the hardyft Stone Oyle abundantly :
Ryght foof our precyofe Stone yf thou be wyrty
Oyle incombufteble and Water thou fhale draw,

And thereabout thou nedyft not atthe Coles to blow.
V2 Do
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14.0 Of Seperation.

4+ _ Do thys wyth hete cfy and mefuryng _
Eyrlt wyth moyft Fyre, and after wyth the dry 5 |
The flewme by Pacyence owt drawyng
And after that thy other natures wyttyly,
Dry up thyne Ecth tyll hyt be thryfty :
By Calcenyng els thou laboryt all in vayne,
And then make hyt drynke up his moyfture agayne.

5+ Separacyon thus muft thou ofte tymes make,
Thy Maiter dyvydyng into parts two 3
So that the Symple fro the groce thou take
Tyll Erch remayne benethe in color bloe,
That Erch ys fyx for to abyde all wo :
The other parte ys Spyrytuall and fleyng,
But thou muft turne hem all into one thyng.

6.  Than Oyle and Water wyth Water fhall dyftyll
And thorow her help receve menyng :
Kepe weil thys two that thou not {pyll,
Thy Wark for lack of dew clofyng,
Make thy Stopell of glas meltyng
The top of thy Vefsle together wyth yr,
Than Phylofopher-lyke ufyd ys hyt.

7.  The Water wherwyth thou muft renew thy Stene
Looke thou dyftyll afore thow warke wyth hye
Oftentymes by it felfe alone:

And by thy fyght thou fhalt well wyt,
Fro feculent feces when hyt'ys quyte :
For fum men can wyth Satarne it multeply, '
And other Subftance which we defye,
' Dyftyll




Of Seperation. 141

8. Dyftyll hyt therfore tyll hyt be clene,
And thyn lyke Water as hyt fhold be,
As Hevyn in Color bryght and fhyne,
Kepyng both fygure and ponderofyte,
Therwith dyd Hermes moyfture hys Tre :
Wythyn hys Glas he made to grow upryght,
Wyth Flowers dyfcoloryd bewtyofely to fyght.

-

—

o. Thys Water ys lyke to the venemous Tyre,
Wherewyth the myghty Tryacle ys wrought
For ytys Poyfon moft ftronge of yres
A ftronger Poyfon can none be thought
Att the Potecarys therfore oftyn yt ys bought
But no man fhall beby hyt intoxycate,
After the tyme yt ys into Medycyne Elevate,

R b e B e e e
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o,  For then as ys the Tryacall trew,
Hyt ys of poyf{ons moft expulfyfe ;
And in hys working doth mervells fhewe,
Prefervyng ‘'many from deth to lyfe,
Loke thou meng yt wyth no corrofyve :
But chefe hyt pure and quick rennyng,
Yf thou thereby wylt have wynnyng.
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i1 It ys a mervelofe thyng in kynde,
And Wythout hyt may nought be done;
Therefore Hermes calleth hyt hys Wynde,
For it ys up flying fro Sonn and Mone,
And makyth our Stone flye wyth hyt Sone:
Revyvyng the ded and gevyng lyfe
To Son and Mone, Husband and Wyfe.
N3 Whish




142 Of Separation.
12 Whych yf they were not by crafc made quick,

And ther fatnes wyth Water drawn out

And fo the thyn dyflevered from the thyke,

Thou fhould never bryng thys worke about:

Yf thou wylt fpeed therefore wythout doubt,
Reyfe up thy Byrds out of theyre neft,
And after agayne bryng them downe to reft.

— =

13.  Water wyth Water accord wyll and affend,
And Spryt wyth Spryt, for they be of kynde ;
Whych after they be exalted make to dyffend,
And foe thou fhalt devyde that nature before dyd bynde,
Mercury ellencyall turnyng into wynde :
Wythout whych naturall and fubtyll seperacyon,
May never be compleat profytable Generacyon.

g s - —
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& 14, Now to help thee in at thys Gare,
L e The laft Secrer T wyll tell to thee s
i Thy Water muft be feven tymes Sublymate,
Ells fhall no kyndly Dyffolucyon be,
b Nor Putryfyyng fhall thou none fee,
e Like lyquyd pytch nor colours apperyng, |
i g For lack of fyre wythin thy Glaffe workyng. |

_ 15.  Fower Fyers there be whychyou mugt underftond,
HIE Naturall, Innaturall, againft Nature, alfoe

A Elementall whych doth bren the brond s

Bty Thefe foure Fyres ufe we and no mo:

i Fyre againft Nature muft doe thy bodyes wos
my 3 That ys our Dragen as I thee tell,
g o Ferfely brennyng as Fyre of Hell, |
. i ; F re :
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Of Separation. 143

Fyre of Nature ys the thyrd Menftruall,
That fyre ys naturally in every thyngs
But fyre occafionat we call Innaturall,
And hete of Askys and balnys for putrefying :
Wythout thefe fyres thou may not bryng
To Putrefaccyon for to be feperar,
Thy matters togeather proportyonat.

Therefore make fyre thy Glafle wythin,
Whych-brcnn?xch the Bodyes more then fyre
Elementall ; yf thou wylt wyn
Our Secret accordyng to thy defire,

Then fhall thy feeds both roote and fpyre,
By help of fyre Occafionate,
That kyndly after thgy may be feperat,

Of Seperacyon the Gate muft thus be wone,
That furthermore yet thou.may procede,
Toward the Gate of fecret Conjunceion,
Into the Caftle whych wyll the Inner leade,
Do after my Councell therefore yf thou wylt fpede s
Wiyth two ftrong locks thys Gate ys fhyr,
As confequently now. thou fhale wyr.

The end of the third Gate..
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I.

b B R R A AN AL DA A R
Or Cowjuwcrlou.

T he fourth Gate.

AFrer the Chapter of naturall Separacion
By which the Elements of our Stone dyfleverydbe |
The Chapter here followyth of fecret Comjunccion, ir
Whych natures repugnant joyneth to perfyt Unyte, ;
Jf’mcly fo them knyttyth that none from other may fle; |
Whan they by Fyre fhall be examynate, ['f'
Soc be they together furely conjugate. g

And therfore Phylofophers geveth thys deffynycyon,
Seyng thus Comjunceion ys nought clis
But of dyffeveryd qualytes a Copulacyon s
Or of Pryncypylls a coequacyon as other tells,
But fome wyth Mercury whych the Potecarys fells,
Medleth Bodyes whych cannor dyvyde
Ther matter, and therefore they ftep afyde.

For unto tyme the Sowle be Separate
And clenfyd from hys orygynall Syn
Wyth the Water and purely fpyrytuallyzate :
Thy trew Conjunccion may thou never begyn,
Therfore the Soule fyrft fro the Body twyn -
Then of the corporall parte and of the fpyrytuall,
The Soule Conjunceion fhall caufe perpetuall,

Of




OF Conjunttion.

4.  Oftwo Conjunccions Phylsfophers don mentyon make,
Groce when the Body with Mercury ys reincenda,
But let hyt pafle,and to the fecond tent thou take,
Which as Ifayd ysafcer Separacion celebrat :
In whych the partys be left whych left o collygate 5
And fo promotyd unto moft perfyt temperance,
Then never after may be among them Repugnance.

5.  Thus caufyth Separacion trew Conjunccion to be had
Of Water, Ayre, Earth and Fyre,
But that every Element may into other be lad,
And fo abyde for ever to thy defyre
Do as done Laborours with Clay and Myer,
Temper them thyke, and make them not to thyn,
For fo toup drying thou fhalc the rather wyn.

6.  But manners there be ofthys Cenjanccion three,
The fyrit ys callyd by Phylofophers Dyprative,
Berwyxt the Agent and the Patyent which muft be
Male and Female, Mercury and Sslphure vive
Matter and forme, thyn and thyke to thryve.

Thys leflon wyll helpe tﬂc: wythout any dowte,
Our Conjunccion trewly to bryng about.

7. The fecond manner ys called Tryptative,
Whych ys Conjunccion made of thyngs three,
Of Body, Sowle, and Spyrit tyll they not ftryve,
Whych Trynite muft be brought to perfyt unyte,
For as the Sowle to the Spyrit the bond muft be;
Ryght to the Body the Sowle to hym muft knyt,
Out of thy mynde let not thys leflon flyt.
X The
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Of Congunttion
The thyrd mannerand alfo the laft of all,

Fowre Elements together whych joynyth to abyde,
Tetraptative contently Phylofophers doth hyt call,
And fpecyally Guydo de Montaywo whole fame goyth
And therfore the moft laudable manner thys tyde,(wyde;

In our Cenjwnecion four Elements muft be aggregar,

In dew proportion fyrft whych afonder were feparat.

Thetefore lyke as the Woman hath Vaynes fyfteene,
The Man but five to the a& of her fecundyte,
Requyryth in our Conjunccion fyrft 1 mene,

So -muft the Man our Sun have of hys water threes

And (nine) hys Wyfe, whych three to hym muft be
Then lyke whych lyke wyll joy have for to dwell,
More of Comjunccion me nedyth not to tell.

Thys Chapter I will conclude right fone therefore,

- Groce Conjunecion chargyng the to make but one,

For feldome have Strumpetts Chyldren of them I bore;
And fo thou fhalt never cum by our Stone,
Wythout you fuffer the Woman to lygg alone;
That after fhe hath conceyved of the Man,
The Matryceof her be fhyt from all other than.

For fuch as addyth evermore crude to crude,
Openyng theyr veflells, and lettyng ther marter kele :
The fperme concevyd they noryth not, but delude
Themfelfes, and fpyllyth ther work cvery dele,

If thou therefore