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THE GRAND JURY.

The Right Hon. Lord Vifcount Pac- || Twomas Rince, Esa.

MERSTON, Perer Tavion, Esq.
“The Right Hon. Haxs Stawcer, Cuarries Saxrtow, Esq.
-Sir Ricnanp WorspLer, Bazoxer, Joux Porvew, Esq,
Sir Heney Pavier St. Joun, Kxr, Trouas Garenovse, Fsq.
Sir WiLLiam Beserr, Kat, {| Tromas Siowey, Esq,
Sir Chaceror Ocie, KaT, James Amvarr, Esq.
} Henry Penton, Esq, Traomas Soutn, Esq,
Josnua Ingmoncer, Esa, Harry Harmoon, Esq.
I Tromas Samuer Jorvirre, Esq, | Wireiam Harris, Esq.
: Jamzs Wonscev, Eso. Ricnarp Barcus, Esg,
i Cuarrzs Srooner, Esq. Puridr Denexy, Esq,

I NDICTME NI

SOUTHAMPTON,

THE Jurors for our Lord the King, upon their oath, prefent that James Hiil,
otherwife James Hinde, atherwile Faonms Adtzen, late of Portfea, in the
County of Southampton, labourer, .on'the 7th day of December, in the feventeenth
year of the reign of our Sovercign Lord George the Third, pow King of Greatr Bri-
tin, 8c. with force and arms ar Porten aforefaid, in the county aforefaid,
rwenty tons weight of hemp of the value of 100/, ten cable-ropes, cach thereof being
i leneth one'hundred fathoms; and in circomference three inches, and of the valug
of 8ol and fix rons weight of cordage, of the value of zocl. the faid hemp, cable-
‘ ropes and cordage, then and there, being naval ftores of our faid Lord the King, and
then pliced and depofited in 2 cerrain building is the dock-yard of our faid Lord
the King there fitvate, called the Rope-houfe, felonjoufly, wilfully and malicioufly,
did fet on fire and burn, and caule and pricure to be fet on fire and burnt, againft
the form of the ftature in fuch cafe lacely made and provided, and againft che peace
af'eur faid Lord cheKing, his crown and di:_Eﬁry, B
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And the Turors aforefaid, upon their oath nfa;efaid, do further prefent, that the
faid James P, otherwile James Hinde, otherwile James Actzen, on the faid 7th
day of December in the year aforefaid, with force and arms at Portlea afucr'fl-'.id, in
the county aforefaid, a certain bﬂilding eredted in the Dock-yard of our faid Lord
the King there firnate, called the Rope-houlz, feloniouily, wilfully and maliciouily,
did fet on fre, and caufe and pracire to be fex on fire, again“. the torm of che (batuie
in fuch cafe luely made and provided, and agminlt the peace of our faid Lord tha
Kine, hiz crown and dignicy.

And the Jurors aforelaid, upon their oath aforefaid, do further prefent, thar the
faid James Hill, otherwife James Hinde, otherwiie James Actzen, on the faid 7th
day of December, in the year aforefaid, with force and arms at Portiea aforefaid,
in the county aforefaid, a certain building of our faid Lord the King there fituare,
in which great quantities of naval flores, that is to lay, twenty tons weight of hemp,
ten r.l‘.':!::-iup:'s, and fix tons weight of Eﬂfli-_l_f;':':- of our faid Lord the King, were
then placed and depofited, felonwoully, wiltully El'-f% malicioully, did et on fire,
and cavfe and procure to be fet on fire, againit the torm of the fkatute in fuch cale
lately made and provided, and againft the peace of our faid Lord the King, his
crown and digaity. :

The Prifoaner coas m-_l'nigw.-f ] the above IndiSment, fo which .{rrpfmu?r:' Net GH.:’-'{;‘,
when ibe following pevjons were Jworn

T HE PETIT 'JUR-Y.

Henry Lucas, of the Soke. i| Rechab Thorne, of Ttchin Stoke.
Richard Loag, of the fame. Samuel Maunder, of Hyde-fireer,
Robere Mondy, of Thruxion. George Newlham, of Wickham.
John Cole, of Upelatford, John Kent, of Farcham.
William Cole, of Longitock. John Berry, of the fame.
Richard Vokes, of Kinglworthy. Chiales Cobb, of Golport.

COUNSEL FOR THE CR:OWN.

My, Serjeami D AVY, | Mr. BULLER,
AMr. MANSFIELD, Mr. FIELDING.

AMr. MISSING,

Mr. Fizvoiwe,

M AY it pleafe your Lordfhip, an! Gentlemen of the Jury, this is an indiétment

againl the prifoner at the bar for a crime of fo atrocious and uwncommona
mature, as o render i impnlﬁblu to affix any epithet to the crime dl:l':r':pﬂvc of s
enormity. This is, gvmlemen, the Arlk inftance of its exiftence, and I hope in God
it will be the lalt. The indiftment, you have perceived, already turas upon three
counts: The prifoner at the bar is Arlt charged for feuing fire to a quantity of hemp
and ropes particularly fpecified ; the feeond conns s for fetting fire to 2 certain building
erefled in the Dock yard, called the Rope-houfe ; the third conint is for fring his
Majefty’s naval ftores, Gentlemen, the matter will be more fully opened to you by
the learned and experienced gentleman who leads this bulineis, -and I doubt not but

your verdi€t will be farisfattory to your counsry. H
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Mr. SErRjEaANT Davt,

MAY it pleafe your Lordhhip, and Gentlemen of the Jury, I am of connfel in this
cife for the I{inig%in the prolecution of the prifoner at the bar, who is deferibed by the
name of James Hill, otherwife James Hinde, otherwile James Adlzen, for fetting
hire ta the l{np.‘.'-hnuli: at Pordmouth Dock, !‘.l,"n.!l.-'.:_._'.i!l;_; ta the Crown, the 13.!33_-
wihere cordage is made to l'l|j3|:1-|'_|." the King’s navy, and wnich crime is conititured a
capital felony by an At of Purliament made in the 12th year of his prefcar Ma-
jeily, till when it had not cntered the imagination of manr that fuch 2 crime could be
commiteed av all.  To will be unneceffary for me (o expatiate upon ¢he nacere of the
ofence; thar has huahing to do awith the peifonce avthe bar, any more than as he
was an agent in the commillion of it; and it will be necelfary for me, therefore, to
mention to you only thofe particulars thar we have to lay belore you in evidence, by
which to affix the crime vpon the prifoner, and to fubmit o you, upon the confide-
ration of thofe faéts, whether he 15 or is not guilty of the charge in the indift-
mRent.

Upon the 5th of December in the aftrrnoon (1 believe abour 4 o'clock) a dreadful
fire Droke outin the Rope-houfe av Portimouth Dock, which [ think was intirely cou-
fumed; ic is an-edifice of very great extent and magnitude indeed, {perhaps you may
have feen it) and s urmiEqunlJy af grcal value, and it is cxceeding lucky for the
public thaz ic did pot happen ar that time to contain {o much cordage as at fome-
eimes it had ; thar was not the only thing intended to be conlumed that day, bue for-
tunately thae 2lune was confumed. Genidemen, it 5 neceffary w mension to you thae
the fire brole our ac the caltermolt part of the building; as fvon as this misfortune
had h:l.l'ri?f."n:d, all ifnaf__;in:uh!t l:'m'E:.Jir_',.r was made, in order to And out the caule of it
but all ww no purpoie, no fire or candle had been chere, none cveris uled there, par-
ticularly in the ealtward part of the building ; nobody could tell by what means i
happened, and all enquiry was fruitlefs, and it would have paffed as an accidenr, the
caules of it unknown to this day, had it not been for a very extraordinary difcovery,
which was made upon the 15th of January, five orlix wecks afterwards, which 1-d
to an enquiry, and which enquiry produced the moft ample and clear difcovery thae
ever was laid before a Court of Juitice.

Uponthe 15th of January, inthe Hemp-houle, which is another very large building,
and which contains hemp of an infinite value, belonging wo the Crown, there was
dilcovered by Mr. Ruilell, and two others, in turning over fome of the hemp for
fome purpole, fomething which fhone a lintle and appeared bright 3 ic appeared upon
taking it up, that it was a fort of canilter, which onc ac firilt fighe imagined to be a
tea canifter; it was a machine which nobody could tell what to make of 5 upon look-
ing a litele further on the fame fpot, there was found a fort of box, containing com-
bultibles of various kinds ; chere was oil of turpentine, there was hemp, there was
tar; the moment that was feen, it flruck them; and there could be no doubt in
any mind upon that fubjeét, that whoever placed that machine there, had an inten-
tion to fer the plice on fire ; it was alarming, the men were fbruck with altonifh-
ment and wonder, looking at each other and at the inftrument in their hands, and
upon recollection determined to do the only thing fic 1o be done, 10 go to the Com-
miffioncr of the Dock and inform him of it, that the proper cvidence of this
matcer might be laid before Government, and Bt enquiry made into ity then it was,

Aor-the. firit time, clear and apparent to every one, that the fire, which had happened
onthe gth of December in the Rope-houfe, had not been by accident, bue defign,
Now, Gentlemen, let us endeavour to recollect every circumitznce of that unhappy
day—while it was thoughr to have been accidens, .nobody cave themiclves the
trovble to enquire or to recolleét who they had leen, who was there, or who was
not there; but from the inftanc thae they refolved chat this mult have been the work
af fome devil, or that this was fome human contrivance, that this was an aft done
on purpole, then it was it 1o advert back to the fubjelt, and to turn in their minds
_all the circumftances of that day; among others it occurred (for it was the talk of
sallthe thoufands in the Dock in five minuwes, 1 fppofe; that a man had been feen
. i upon
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upnn th: day of the fire, lurking very much about the Hemp-houfe and about
the Roje-houfe; then it occurred, that a man had been 1uc£¢d inta the Rope-
houfe, and with fome difficulty had got out again; then it occurred, that the per-
fan vpan whom fufpicion then fell, from feveral vague indefinite circeumiftances, was
one whofe firname was not known, but who was called John, and who was by buli-
nefs a painter, who had worked for a Mr. Goulding, a painter at Titchficld, at a
geatleman’s houle in the neighbourhoed, and chat was the origin of the name given
te him of Feobw the painter.

Jubn the painter then being the man upon whom fufpicions ftrongly fell from
feveral circumitances, none of which concluded directly and pofitively againit him,
bue all of which led to extreme ftreng fulpicions ; and the circumftances that caufed
thele 1lii'pil;inn$, were put tngt:thr in the form of an information, and laid before a
magiltrate, in crder, if poffible, to have this John the painter apprehenced and
furcher enquiry 1o be made. Upon this, there was an advertiement publified in
the papers, with a reward of so0l. for the apprehending Jobn the painter, de-
feribing him as well as they were able, and his perfon and his drefs were very fuffi-
ciently deferibed by the people who had feen him before.

A wvery worthy Honouwrable Gentleman, whom | have in my eye, and who is a
very grear fricad to che public, and in the ftri® and true fenfe of the word, a
pawriat; having fcen tnis advertifement, very aétively ftirred himfelf in the buli-
nels, and was very much the caule of the apprehending of this Joha the painter.
Yohn l['tl:pair.:cr was aq:l:n:rdingl}r raken g, I believe, in this county, at Cdinam ;
and you will be plealed to mark, that there was then found upon him, aloaded
piltol, a piftal tinder-box, {ome macches, and a boeele of oil of torpentine ; he was
examined, but he had too much lenle, he was toe much guarded to make any
conliderable difcovery upon the examination that he underwent before a magiftrate,
ElruJ had it not been for a circumflance, which 1 am now going to mention te you,
it would be an extreme difficult marter o affix the crime upon this perlon at the
bar, however fatished one might have bzen in one's own private judgment
of his gutlt :

It happened that there was one of the fame bulinefs, a painter, who had been
as the prifoner likewile had, 2 painter in America; for this gentleman (the prifoner)
has worked in Americay he is an American, not by birth, for by birth he is a Scotch-
man, but he is an American, there he was fettled, from thence he had lately coine,
and thither he meant to return, One of ‘that bufine(s, and who likewife had
worked as a painter in America, it was imagined might pofiibly  know this John
the painter, and thercfore he was fent for o Sir John Fielding's in Bow-ftrece,
upon the 7th of February, in order to be fhewn the prifoner, and 1o inform. the
magillrate whether he did or did not know him; that man being sfked the queltion
anfwered, thae he did noe know him, and to ehe belt of his recolleftion had never
feen bam in all his hife-time ; there was' an end, therefore, of thar bufinefs ;3 as chag
man had worked in the (ame place, fur ] think the prifoner had worked ac Phi-
ladelphia too, it was wery lkely thac he might have known him, but he happened

not to know him av all; that perfon being dilmified from the room, where this

cxamination, though I can hardly call it an examination, where this lictcle mawer had
pafled, and retiring 10 the other room where the prifoner was, the prifoner having
been informed that this perfon, whofe name is Baldwin, was an American and 3
painter, naturally enough beckoned to- him and defired him to fic down by him.

Baldwin ficting down by kim, a converfation began between thefe people, touching

their trade, 2nd rouching America and Philadelphia, that part of America in which
they had hved, the diltance of the plice, a few names, and fome pencral conver-
{ationy the place and occalion would not admit of a lonz converfation. The pri-
funer at the bar defired Baldwin .to do him the tavour of a vific: at New Prifon,
Clerkenweil, where he was -going, delired he would be fo gocd as to call upon him,
he Mhould be glad to fve himy bow, Gentlemen, here lec me tell you, for fear 1
fhould forgee ity that all this was the mere fruit and offsprng. ufyan:q:idcnu ihis
Baliwin was pot fer upon him, was not defired to obrain any confelfion from him,

nor defired” to miake any acquaintance with him 3 but an intimacy pafled between

thele people tor ieveral days afterwards, before any body . concerned for the profe-
cution.knew any thing of it. Ic is fic che world thould know that. Ia conlequence
of this thorecoaverlation thae pafied at Sir John Ficlding's, Baldwin went, as de-

fired
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fired by the prifoner; to wifit ‘him at Clerkenwell New Prifon ; when he was there,
a converlation pafied between them of no very great importance, it was only general,
concerning perions and places, fome of which both of them knew, fome of which
only one of them knew. | The next day, Baldwin ‘paid dim ancther vifi, for the
prisoner liked his company, and e was a very lucky circumltanee ; it was indeed
the providence of God that this man placed thar forwunare {for fortomare T muy
l:.:li.l jr for the puhli.cj confdencs in chis Baldwin, |::|}r whiclh he afzerveards made
the ample difcoveries thae you willihear by amd by, The prilfener wold him after
various wvifits, for he vificed the prifoner at his own requelt almoflt every day
for, Lbelicve, nearchiree weeks from sthat time, ‘and 4t was not for many days, not

unel afull difcovery was made, that Baldwin commumnieated the nuitter 10 any body,
and when he did, he communicated iz ta an Honourable Pecfon not arall conneflad
with Government ; he told him; among other things (1 will' defeend wo the pary-

culars by and by, fora very friking reafon witich you will go with mein obferving
when [ defcend o them., he told him) thae he had? lately come from®™ France, thar
he had been employed there by a gentleman, whom he was furprifed thar Baldwin
did pot know, a3 he wasa man of fo much note, and whole nmame had becn o
frequently in the news-papers, which ‘was'a Mr. Silas Deane; that Mr. Sl Dease
was a-very honourable gentleman, .employed by the Céngrels im America, as well
as another very honourable genteman, a Dr. Franklin g that Mr. Silas Deaoe had
employed him in the -noble bulinefs in which hg had bren engaged | that his en:pioy-
ment was o et Bre o the feveral Dock-Yards, 1o deftroy the ravy 'of Grede Britain;
that he had vndertaken thar work, and that he was to have a pecumary reward for
ity that Mr. Silas Deanc was his employer; that this' was a noble’ aft, this was a
patriatic mealure, this was what all patniots would exceedingly applavd, thié was
the right way to expole Government, this was the way ‘to render Gréar Britin for-
ever fubjeét, by bending its neck to the yoke of Americe, this was the way by
which we were to profper; this grear work was to be effiefted by his ‘hand under
the employment of Silas -Deane, and that he did not at all doubt but that Dr.
Franklin was likewile engagediin the fame good work 3 he told him, he had taken’
Canterbury in che way from Dovers; and now T am geing ‘ro defcend w fome
particulars, which I fhall by and by have an occalion to repear, in order to fhew you
that it is impoffible (I will not change the word) that it is impeoffible but that
Baldwin's account fhould be perfeély true; he told him, that in his return from
Paris to England, he had landed ac-Dover, and fo came through Canterbury; and
at Canterbury he had engaged a man: o make 2 tin-macline, which yeo will lee
%mﬂ by, fomewhat refembling a tin canifler, the purpofe of which was, w agt
the part, if I may fo fay, of alantern; thac is, that a cendle might be enclofed in’

it, and yet the candle perfeétly be hid, fo that noeye hould fee the hight 5 that the man

ke employed to make this tin camifter for him, @ was an awkward fellow, ' and
fec abour it in a way that iconvinced him he was dull; and did not ‘compre-

hend his meaning; but that his fervane; a olad, had @ *muech brighter geniug

than his mafter, and very well underRood his dircétions; that * he fer' about
the work and he made the -canifter for him.  Genelemen, ' you will femember
thele - particulars ;. he rold ~him,  that he had ordéred two mbre 4t another

fhop, -but had not time to ftay for thems "and*fo left them behind “him, butr’
this canilter he ook with him ; he told him that when #e came to Portfimouth, ke wolk '

a lodging ; 1 had forgor the wooden box; he told him that-he likewife got made for

him a wooden box ; 1 teld you that tie ule of the canifter'was to contain'a candle
hiding it ; the uic of the box was to contain the combuftibles whichwere tobe lighred

by the match, in order to fet the placeon fire s the preparation and the ‘ngredients”
of this you will have an account of. - He told him he'hid taken a lodging ac Poruf~

mouth, at a Mrs. Boxell's, where he had made fome preparations for the work of fer-

ting theplace on fire ; I fhould have twold youin the converfation with regard ‘1o Can-
terbury, he told Baldwin likewife of a quarrelwhich he had Hed there with a dragoon,
which had led to a.fighe of this canifter under the Aap of his ‘coars ' “he f2id ar Mrs.
Boxcll’s he had made preparations in order to fet the flore-hokfes on fite ;- and he wld
him there the manner of his making this compolition § thar it was by grinding char-
coal with-water very fine vpon a colour ftone, fuch as painters ule in-grinding their
Jpaint, not' with a peftle and mortar ; that ic Eﬂ:-gmund th an ‘exceeding fne p:rwni;: H
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thav it was then to bg mixed with gunpowder : he then mentisned to him how ¢t
was to be dilured with water, and what propertions of che powder and the charcoal,

and to what conlillency it was to be rmixed ; and fo this ended with the particulars of
how this compolition wag made : the prifoner rald him thae in the afternoon of the
6th, the day before the fire, being in the Rope-houl, he got a parcel of hemip and
ftrewed the hemp about where he intended the march to be; thar be laid a botde of
turpentine on its fide, with hemp placed in the neck of the botde inftead of a cork;
that helaid the match upon a piece of paper in which was fome guapowder, and
over the gunpowder fome hemp firewed very light; he wold him that as foon as the
match reached the gunpowder, it would fire the hemp, and he mensioned alio his
throwing a quart of turpentine about the hemp 5 all thefe particulars he told
this man of the manner of fetting it onfire ; 1 fhould have told you that he faid this
Mrs. Boxell was impertinent, and turned him out of his lodgings; he wold bim a cir-
cumftance of his being fhut 0 at the Rope-houfe; that he was fo long in the plece
1bout this work that the time of Muting it up bad arrived, and when he attempred
to {Oﬂul at the door at which he got in; he could pot get our; that after having
walked up and down without his fhoes to avoid being heard, and endeavouring ro
get out quietly, Hnding all that impracticable, thavhe knocked, andcried out hallow !
upon which a perfon came to the door and alked who s there 2 that the perfon di-
rected him to go ftraight forward, and poflibly he would fnd a door open ; however,
he did happen to get out: he mentioned alfo the circumitance of his calling o0 a
perfon on the outlide, under apprehenfions of his being fhot in; he likewife told his
acquaintance Mr. Baldwin, thac he had been before on the fame day in the Hemp-
houle 5 it was the Rope-houle you oblgrye that was fec on fire 3 thar in.the Hemp-
houle he had laid the un canifler which he had got made: yoo will be pleated to ob-
ferve he did nar effeft the fire in the Rope-houle by mens of the tin canilter s L have
told you already how he cffeéted thar, but the tin canifter he got made ar Caneerbury
was laid in the Hemp-houle, which wasnot lecon fire, for by the providence of God, the
matches which had been Lighted had luckily goneout; that there he had likewile laid
afquare box, in which [quare box there was roomto puta candle ; that he had put into
the box tar and wrpenting, and hemp and other combuftibles 5 thele things he faid
he placed in the Hemp-houle ; that making all this preparation, and deing this in
the Hemp-houle, had taken vp a grear deal of time; that he was fo much heated,
though in the month of December, that he had pulled off his coar which he could
not nnd for fome time ; that when he found it there was a good deal of hemp flick-
ing ro it, which he picked off as well as he could; he faid the nexcday he went into
the Hemp-houle, inorder to fet it en- firey the candle was placed in the woaden bex,
and within this tin machine ; and he mentioned 1o him this circumitance likewife,
that be had bought fome matches for the purpole of lighting it of a woman ar Perei-
mouth, which he luppoled were damp, becaulehe coulid not make theny catch fire, in
order to hight the candle 3 fo you lee the hwing oft the Hemp-houle from dellvuétion
that day, was, ‘becavle the matehes were not o well made,: or being well made, bad
bren lo long made that the woed was nov dry -enough, and;would not casch firey foas
to enable him to light the candle s forif the candle had beendighted, the Hemp-houte
muit infallibly have been burnts then, he fays, that not bemg able to fet thac on
fire, he got fome matches of a beter for, and then retvrned o the Rope-houle
that there he placed himfelf in fuch a'way, as that no body could fee ity when he firuck
a light, that he hghred the maich, and every tliing being prepared he went away,
leaving that to he burnt, very much vexed that ‘he was not able 1o fet the Hemp-
houfe alfo on fire; that he fet out as fait as he could from Portfmouth 5 that jult afeer
his leaving the rown he overtook & woman in acart; that be got her leave 1o gerinto
aer cart, for the fake of expediting his journcy; that he gave her 6d. ‘in order
1_make halte with hims that be then haftened to - London as falt as he could.
Anather eircomitance, likewile, he mentioned ; thar, befides the lodging which he

ook of Mrs. Boxell, he tosk antther of a-woman on Portimouth. Common ; the
pioys man mengioned fomething to be done 10 the poor woman «of whom he took
the lodgings ; they had a very fortunate efeape too, for his intention was 1o fec
thofe lodgings on fire, in order 1o engage the engines, that: they might not aflilt o

extinguith the fire in the Dock-yard ; but by good luck that did not fucceed neither: -
Durning a houfe was nothing o him ;5 he told Baldwin acircumitance of his leaving a
Bundle



fox

bundle at the lodging on the Common s he faid, tharhe had come away from Poril-
mouth in fo greaca hurey, that he had not time to go there for it, and  that bundle,
he faid, contained three books, the tides of which he mentioned ; chere was an
E’.ngliﬂi wanilaton of Jultin, apother of Ovid's Mc:a:!mrphuli:s,. and there waz a3
“Treatilc of the Arc of War and of making Fire Works, or fomething of thae for,
and hikewife a pair.of breeches, a pair of buckles, and a/ Freach pafipore ; all thefe
<hings, he faid, were in his bundle, which he had lefe with the woman, ar his lodg-
ings at Porefmouch Common ; now. all thefe particalars he told 1o Baldwin, T men-
tioned o you jult now, Gentlemea, thatit would come out in the courfe of thiz caule,
that it was impoffible for Baldwin to bave invented this ftory ; but thar it muft be, that
the prifoner had wld it to Baldwin : now 1 will tell you why I faid (0 Baldwin having
made a dilcovery of thel: cunve_rl’a':iu-ns, that he had hekd wich this man, o the effeft
I have mentioned, then it was that an enguicy was -made, into thele: particulars; for
that led 1o ail the difcoveries, of which you fhall aow have an account, and which will
15 pruvﬂd 10 you in evidence. In the Gelt pln:e, I will mention to youly notin the or-
der of finve in which the difcoveries came out, but in the order of time 1n which 1 have
mentioned the tranfactions themfelves to have happened : having told the ftory to this
.Baldwin of whathad pafivd at Canterbury and-the other places, meficngers were fent
to all thefe places to find out the people referred o, and to fee whether thefe feveral
QCCOUNTs were frue OF No; Upon enguiry, they found outtheperfons who made thefe tin
canifters; nor only the perfons that made the tin canifters by his directions, ‘which he
had lefr upon their bands, not having time to {tay for them ; but we found out the
very perfon who made the tin canilter that was lettin the Hemp-houfe, in order 1o fer
icon fire; you will fee the wery boy who made this, and he confirms oxaélly the ac:
count ds relazed by Baldwin 3 that his: malter hwing.ﬂrlt bren cmpioved to-do this
wark, -and not rightly underltanding the inltruttons he received, that the boy under-
flanding themy, made the canifter, and the boy wilkdwear, that the wery canifter now
to be produced at your bar, and which wasfound in the IHemp-houle, he made for tie
prifoner.  The ftory of his quacrel with. a drageon at Cantetbury, will .be ‘confirmed
by the dragoon who quarreled with him 3 the lopping off, or mking up the lapper of
his coat, andthe fecing the canifter under itatthatitime. The making of the wooden
box will be proved ; the witnefs fwearing to the identity of the perion, by whofe or-
der it was made, Mrs. Boxell will -be produced to you; fhe will tell you, char.chis very
priloner at the bar, came to her houle to rakea lodgiog, the day, Lthink, before the fire
happened; that, afterwards, obferving a firange fulphureous {mell in the lodgzing, the
went about, infide and.outlide of the houfe, and could: noc. guels from ‘whence i’
came ;. thar the next motning, there wasche like fmell ; dhe then traced ic to the very

rogm that the prifoper had taken ro lodge in; the found him at work, in prepar
wwmbyltibles, and there was a (kenchiof guopowder, or nitre, or whatever ic was, whigﬁ
I mentioned to you jult now from the account he gave to Baldwin, how he had pre-
pared this ;. wewill produce 1o you the perfon, upon’ whole “colour-ftene the priforer
around the very chaccosl, andwho. faw  the . pnfiner grinding che  charcoal.  Geie
temen, we will prove thecircumitance, | mentioned o you, O%dme Rope-houle being
-fhut, and the pofpaer being Tt in s we will poeve by the recolleétion of the people
iri"tlrm',Kppe.-ﬁrd‘,.[bgiigpu_wa;;a,mw cxadtly in the circombances shat i - delferibes
himéelf to Baldwin to have been in, making a noife ; afking whe witael how hie
could getout, and his giving him the befiodiredtionsde conld, leaving him chereTpeai: -
ing to the warchman, the watchman faying, he mult flay there all pight, the hoor of
cail being over ; bue perfeftly recolleéting che circumitances in the way, in which he
himfelf defcribed them. Gentlemen, we will likewife produce, itis mar\refluus that we are
able to doit; but itis owing to the greatvigilance and care of the noble perfon who was
at the head of this enquiry, and who has fpared no pains, in order to inveltigate every
circumftance as far as paffible ; though one fhould not have fuppofed, thatany homan
enquiry could have reached fuch circumftances 25 thele ; but we will produce w you
the very woman that he bought the matches of ; [he faw him velterday, and e will
tell you, that that man at the bar, and fhe noted him particularly, becaule he was
mnot fuch fort-of 2 man as viually come vpon thele errands; he came to her thop
the cay before the fire to buy a bundle of matches ; that he alked her whether they
would light quick, rejeéting one bundle and choofing another; fhe remembers fns
:taking out a handful of Blver, and having but one halfpenny, fhe remembers that
g particularity;
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partieularity 3 the man being drefied fo particalar, and unlike’ perfons that cdll upon
fuch errands, ftruck her obfervation, and fhe will {wear wothe entity of the perion.
T hereis pet, behind, one more circumitange, that ‘places ic biyond the poflibilivy of
fnipicion; the bundle chat [ wld you of“could not be found; for Mrs. Boxell,
where he attually did lodge, nor any body there, could hear of any other lodging
that he had wakens the remembered thar fhe had feen foch 2 bondle, thar the
prifoner hed wich him the firlt day; but what was become of the bundle, and
where he had lefv it, ‘or whether he took it away with him, God Almighty Knew!
nobody could give an aceount.  Ar lalt, after great fearch and enquiry, the bundle
was found in the poifellion of another woman, whofe lodgings he had tzkén, and
whao had no fefpicion abour what 'the man was; he wondered that he had not re-
turned, and: kept the bundle unopened, expedting him to call every dav for ic
LUpon opening the bundle, there were the very things he had deferibed; an Englith
Juftin, Ovid's Metamorphofes, 3 Treatife on the ‘At of War and of making fire
works, and there was this perfon's paflport from the French Government; all thefe
things were found jult exaltly as he had deferibed them 1o Mr. Baldwin ; and you
will have likewile an account, that in' that bundle are 3 F:a.i:r af buckles, beélon ing
0 the prifener, whom:a witnels will be produced to you to prove that he has feen,
@s far .as he can remember, that' piir of buckles in the fhoes of the prifoner.
Gentlemen, there is yet one more circumftance; you will have' the woman that took
him up in rer carr, and fhe will iwear o' the very mian, to the bringing him two
miles in her cart, and while they were juft at parting the blaze of the fire at the
Rope-houte burft out.  Now, when you have all thefe circumitances proved to you in
evidence, will not you fay that I was well warranted in infilting that it was impoifible
for Mr. Baldwin to have invented this flory? for thele difcoveries were made in conle-
quence of Baldwin's relation; not thar Baldwin's relation was after the dilcoveries, for
it was the relation of ‘Baldwin from the mouth of the prifoner thatled to a difcovery
of all the particulars which 1 have now mentioned to you ; theventh part of thefe
circumitances, which I have opened, would ferve, I thouold chink, to decide the fare
of any man (tanding in the prifoner’s fituation 5 but ic is the wilh of the public, it is
the with of Government, thatcall the world fhould know the infamy this tranl
action, and that they fhould know to whom they are indebted for the forrows they
have felt, and hew much they owe to the providence of God, ther America has not
been able totally to deftroy this country, and to make it bow its neck, not enly to the
yoke of America, but o the moft petry fovercign in Europe ; for ler the Englilh navy be
deltroyed, . and here was a hand ready 1o effeét irs Jet -Iﬁlt the Englith navy be de-
firoyed, and there is an end of. all we hold dear and valuable ; the importance of the
fubjeft, the magnitude, the extraordinary nature of the thing calls for a more par-
ticular inveftigation, than any other fubjeét of what kind foever-could demand ; and
therefore I need, I hope, make no apology for having defeended b particularly into
thele minute, if any-of them cin be called minute, particulars of this ftorys we fhall’
rove all thefe circumflances to the full, and furely there can be no' doubr whart thall’
done with the man. I ihall be glad to hear whar he has to fay for himielf, and T
fhall be glad if he is able to lay this guile at any body's door beflides thofe to whomhe
has laid 1. 1 wifh Mr. Silas Leanc were here, a time’ may come, 'perhaps, when he
and Dr.Franklin may be here: e urae = :
Prifener, He is the honefteft man-in the world, ' '

= b
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£ Jﬁms Russerr fuisrn, i .'1

2. You are, Ihtm‘.‘l.t, employed in I’urtﬁnwrh D-:,-k-"
Ruffdit, 1 am.
", h whﬂrcﬂmﬁl}ff I v 2l b
a'- iledl. 1 am elerk to the clerk of the Rur::*]’a d. 23l g
Uh ou rémermiberthe day when the! anc Honfisivas feton fire 2
t-j’a-{ Yes, it waston .‘.-mrurr.iav the yeh day of Unr;l:mbu, thie fire: -was. frfk
piereciveid! ar half safter fourdn eherafcermoon.
:=3__ Was the Kope-Houle conlumed h]. 1Jm: fire:i: 1a

Rajfell. Yes, entirelyl:
<. What was in the Rope-Houfe that was burat ?

VI RaTEE, Salne 1]LI1‘1|1- vappings which were ine che midele loft q;f the Hﬂnp Houle,
9. Was there any thing &lie that was burat 2 v
ff"':jr.f"ﬂ Sbme cordage on'the graund Aoor.
. It is the place where cordage and hemp ufuallysare Jepe 2

Bulfell. Yes.

& And there were fome there at thavtime: which: was burar ?

R‘:gg?éff‘ It was.

LA i}m‘l you at any time find any thing particular sin =the. Hemp-Houfe at

Portfmouth P

Koffell. ‘fes, on the 15th of January I found a tin cafe in the Hemp- Houlk,
|' :!"d' wwiktne s I.i_.l'?fw.l:l ' tin cafeon canger, ! his appearsita Be the: tin Cale that I
ol up in the Hemp-Houle; there is a piece of wood hellowed -our,. which is inlide

and a thin picce of wood nailed az the top of it; there arc matches, -ant rary and

-:': and other-combaiftibles.) ;1 have:ad idoobe buc thisds/the tin cate'; l:hl:!. ‘box goes

to ity they were fcparate J.rhr:n I found chem. |

E{"r Whae did you find elle befides thele twb things?

Kuflell. A boutle, which appeared by the fmell 1o have held fpirt ts of furpentine,
or fomething of thar quality ;. and there were fomecommen wooden matches, fuck
as are penerally fold at chandler’s ll:upa, which | found iymg in the Hemp -Houle
Juit by this tin canilter.

9, Whereabout in the Hemp-TToufi: *

..’-.'uﬁﬂ"' in the centre of the mow of h:rnp 'il'll‘.'l‘t wEre fume bundles of refufed
hemp. There is cernain kemp which isirefuled, which is:nor according to the con.
traft, which is put by and is returned to the merchant ; this' was. behind thofe
bundies” of hemp “which ‘were then’ it the very.centre of the mew behind feveral
other bundles. |

142, Were thefe things eafy. to be difcovered, ‘orwere they concealed ? 2

Kuffell. They had the appearance of concealment. "

9, Could they be dilcovered without removing thofe bundles of htmp. behind’
~which they were put?

Ruffell. “Nor conveniéntly. There avas a pafiage: that went up at the end of the
bundles of this hemp, and a perfon probably might have dilcovered it. At the
ends of the bundle of hemp, there is a littlepaffage , a perfon might have gone up,

- to the upper end of it and have m&avcmd this, it he had had asy appreheniions
« of fuch a thing. :

2. Was there any loole hemp near it ?

Ruffell. Yes, what we call dunnage ; thavis the refule of the hemp which we generaliy
lay at the: bottom -of the hemp to preferve it from any moifture chat may arife from

. the faundation ; thofe combultibles were laid upon thar; there was allo fome browa

- papers when we found all ¥hele pares of the-machine they were put together, and
then made che appearance of a dark lantern; . there was: fome brown: paper laid
near it, which appeared to have been tared ; when this thing was all united we put

- it upon the paper that was tarred, and the paper feemed a8 if ithad been round this
tin cafe 5 it feemed as if it hatlbeen. chrows wver the bundle, and by ilriking againtt
the mow of hemp, the parts had feparated 5 that was the idea that I formed of the,

* 5 matter.

“ 2. Thenyoun communicated it to the Emptr officer. ag the Dock-Yard ?

K a';-,"-re I
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Ruffell, 1 did.

9. Were thefe things found in fuch a place, that if a fire had arifen in confe-
quence of them, the I—Emp-l—[:}uft and the hemp in it mult probably have beea
confumed ?

Ruffell. Undoubtedly.

&, That Hemp-houle, 1 fuppofe, from its name, is the place where the hemp
beioaging to the Dock is kept?

Ruflell. Yes, the ground floor upon which this tin cafe was found was full of
hemp, and this was the Gruation of the machine ; it could not have been thrown
i at a venture.  The conftruélion that I put vpon it was, That it muik have been
thrown over the bundles of refufed hemp, for they were as high as my head, and
therefore it is poffible, and 1 apprehend that was the cale, that it was thrown againtt
the mow from which it rebounded and feparated.

Conrs. Prifoner, 1 would once for all, without repeating it to you after every
witnels 15 called, nform you, That you are at lhiberty to alk any witnefs what
queftions you think fir, afeer the examination is gone through by the Crown.
You know belt your own defence.

WiLrram Texca fwern.

9. Did you ever fee the prifoner ?

Tench. 1 have,

8. Where ¢

Tench. At my mafter’s houle jult without Weltgate, Canterbury.

2. Did you make any tin thing for him 2

Tench, Yes. Idid.

9. Lookat that, and tell us whether that is the thing that you made for hiny?

Tench, Yes, this is the machine. '

2. When was it you made i¢ for kim ?

Tenck, Abouta month or fix weeks before Chriflmas.

8. When was the firlt time fince that, thacany enquiry was made of you about
making this canifter ?

Feneh. On the Monday before laft, .

Frifeuer. You fay you made this canilter for me, a month or fix weeks ago ?

Tench. No 3 a month or fix weeks before Chriltmas.
« Prifomer. How do you know the canilter ?

Fench. | know it by the feam.

Prifener. 1 faw a canilter a few days ago with the fame feam as that ; how can you
know one feam from another ¢

Fench, Becaule this is fo very bad foddered; 1 took particular notice of it when

1 came to me about it

Prifener, Can you fwear to the fodder ?

Tench, Yes.

Prifener. How do you know me ; by my face, or drefs, -or voice, or what ?

Tench, 1 know you are the very man that came to me about it. 1 know you by
your perfon, by your hair, and by your cloaths that you have on now,

Prifoner. Whar particular garment ?

Tench. You had on the lame coat you havenow.

Prifewner. This coat ? (bis great coas.)

Gench. Mo, not your great coat, the other, or near upon fuch a colous,

Prifener. On what parnicular day did you make this tin canifter ?

Fench. | really cannot rell.

© Prifower. Was itfo much as fix weeks before Chriltmae 2

Fench. That is as nigh as | can tell.

Prifoner. Was it more or lels do you think ?

Tench, 1 really cannot tell. 5

Prifener. 1thnk heovght te recolledt whether it isepore or deks than fix weeks be-
fore Chriftmas.

2 ErizanETH



Evzapers BoxeLr fwern,

3. Have you ever feen the prifoner ac che bar before ?

Boxell. 1 have, .

8, When did you fee him?

Boxell. The day before the yard was on fire, at my houfe.

8. Where is your houfe?

Bosell. AtNo. 1o, Barrack ftreer, Portfmouth; he came ta me for a lodging.

&, Did he lodge at your houle ¢

Bexell. One nighe.

£, What night was that ?

Boxell. ‘The night before the fire happened. 3

9. Did you obierve any ching particular relating to him, or the room he lodged
in?

Boxeil. T obferved avery fulphurcous fmell on the Friday, and on the Saturday.

8, Thatwas when he Grlteame to your houle ? :

Boxell. Yes, on the morning of the Saturday, my houle was in a very great fmeil
and Imoke 5 I went up ftairs and pulhed open the door, and 1 could not fee my ]‘..1.:_\.!
before me, becaule of the fmoke ; there was a fulphureous fimell in the room and the
grate; Tafked him what he was abour, whether he was going t fet my houle an fre ?
He afked me whae' T was afraid of ? [ faid 1 was afraid he was going tofer my houls
on fre, for fire was a thing I much dreaded ; he atked me if 1 had ever fuffered by
fire? Ifaid no, God forbid | ever fhould, for fire was VERY dreadful to me 3 1 was
much afraid of fire.

5. Did you obferve what occalioned the fmolke in the room?

Boxell. As 1 was making the bed, | twrned round and faw he had been burning
fomeching on the hub by the fire-place. :

£. Did you oblerve any thing el in the room?

Baxell. He had alighted candle on Saturday morning; hehad had a linle bic of

«candle carried up ftairs in a candleftick for him, but the candle that i took fromhim in
the room, was not the fame candle tha I carried up flairs for him, forit was about half
an eightcandle; he had fomething in a chair which he was deing fomething with,
but I could not tell what it was. carried the candle down ftairs, and went up
again immediately, as falt as poffible ; I opened the window a little before I went
down ; when I came up again he had fhutic; I faid [ would not have my window fhut
by him or any other man, thatif I chole to have it open it (hould be open.

9, Did you obferve any thing elfe, at any other time when you was in the room ?

Baxell, On the Friday when he came out of the room, 1 went up ; I iaw his bundle;
I went to carry it to one of the neighbours to wath ; when I opened it, I faw pare of
an old fhire, a pair of leather breeches, a wop of a tin cafe ; - I viewed the tin cale 2
quarter of an hour to be fure.

B, Look ac that tin cale ?

Bexell, 1viewed it from this part (pointing out a particular part of the machine}
I think this is the fame canifter, it is as much like ic as one thing can poflibly be
like another; I really believe it to be the fame.

2. You fay you had fome difpure with him about filling your room with fmoke,
Did you tell him he fhould go away from your houle?

Boxell. T ordered him out of my houle; he faid it was hard he could not be per-
mitted to puchis things up;. 1 told him no, he fhould quit the room; he then faid that
the candle I carricd down in the candleftick was hiz, and thar he wanted ic; 1 told

* him he might take icas he went down ftairs; this was on Saturday morning between

nine and ren, then he lefe my houfe, and he never returned again,
Conrs. What became of the bundle ? <
Boxell. He carried the bundle in his left hand, and [ faw him into High ftreeg,
for 1 got into the middle of the road and watched him ; I pever faw him afterwands.
2 Do you know whether the canifter was in the bundle when he ook it ?
RBoxell, YTeannot fays. 1 fawthe canilter on Friday, I did not e it on Saturday.

James
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Jarmes Gameizr, Efg; fuwern.

Mr. Gawbicr. 1 have here the bundle that has been fpoken of by the witnels ; 1 receiv-
ed it from my firft clerk John Jeffereys, it has been in my pofieffion. ever fince ; it is
exactly in the fame fate now as when I received its I receiveditonthe zaft of Fe-
bruary in the morning, abour g o'clock.

Elsz, Bexell, I believe that to be.the bundle ; it is tied up in an handkerchief of the
fame pattern. ; o

Jouw Jerrerevs fawern.

2. Do you know that bundlc?

:}rﬁ-u:re That is the handkerchicf, I believe ; indeed T have no doubt of it 5 Cutl'l-
millioner Gambier ave orders on the evening of Thurfday the 2oth of l.;'hrl..,ary
for fearch to be made in Noreh-fkreer and the nugh'..‘r.,‘rurhuu-d, for {uch a bund 1;, ;

£, Where did you go to make that fearch?

Fel l'fr_n 3. 1 ordered .J.let'iIU]' clerk, and 2 melfenger of the office to make that
fearch in Morth-ftreet and its mlghhnurhmd ; they came back in abour an hour’s
time;, and told me they had fearched thar firecr excepr a few houles, in one af
which particularly the perfon was not ac hiome 5 1 went next morning, and faund this
bundle ac Mrs. Cole’s, in Morth-ftreer; I delivered it to Mr. Gambier.

Axn CoLr fwers,

2. Look at the prifoner, do you know-him £

Cole, 1 do.

8. When did you fee him ?

Cofe. On the day of the fire.

2., Where did you fee him ? v
, Cole. At my houfe in North-(treet, on Portimouth Common,

£, What was the occafion of his coming to your houfe 7 -

C-:-."c Tao take a Iudg;ng 3 he ook one.

2. ‘Did he leave any thing when he went away

' Cle. He letc a bundle,

£, TIs that the bundle ?

Cole. It looks like it.

8. What became of that bundle ? )

Cole. 1 delivered it to Mr. Jeficreys and Mr, Calden.” :

2. Had you kept the bundle from the time the priloner, lpﬁ: it ‘Mﬂ'l you, till you
B2ve it to thefe gentlemen ?

Cole. 1 had.

£. How iong did the prifoner ftay in your houle 2 T

Cale. A quarter of an heyr, not more, -

Q. What time of the day was that ?

Colz, In the forenoon, T can’t exactly tell the hour ; it ‘was between nine and
twelve ; he ftaid about a quarter of an hour, then he went out.

8, Did he recurn again ?

Cole. No.

2, Did you open that bundle?

Cale. Tt.was not ticd clofe, and [ faw it 2 Lirtle way open.

LY. 'What did you fee in the bundle ?

Cole. 1 {aw fome books and other things; I did not untic i, T delivered it to thele
gentlemen when they came for it. :

&, You took nothing out, por put any thingin ?

Cole. Mo,

“Frifsmer. My Lord, 1 beg Mrs, Boxell may ftop.

Wirriasm ABRaM foera
£, What are you?
Abram, A blackimith.
L8, Where
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8. Where do you live ?

Abram,. At Portlmouth.

_,"EE_: Did you ever {re the prifunl:r before 2

Abrar. Tez, helodeed in the fame room with me,

Q. Ar whole houfe ¢

Abram, Az Mrs, Boxell's, in Barrack fireet.

‘). Had you any particular converfation with the prifoner 2

Abram. At firflt he alked me whether there was any prefling; 1 told him yes, they
prefs’d very hot 5 that the conltables had prefs warrants, to take up all the people
that could not give an account of themfelves; fays he, fuppole they were o ke
up fuch a man as me; 1 can give no account of myfelf, only by the writings I have
in my pocset; he asked meif 1 thoughe if he was 1o ger into the Juftice's hands,
there was no way of elciping ; 1 faid no, there were gates and walls all round 5 and
if he was not taken in Portimouth town, he would be taken ar the bridge ; he fud
was there no way of gerting over thofe walls? 1 faid no, there is water on the other
fide 3 he then faid again, is there no getting over thofe walls ? 1 faid no.

Prifomer. Was any other thing faid ?

Abram. Yes, he faid he knew one Brooks who was in Newgate ; and he was cer-
tain fure he would be hanged.

Prifener. At what time was that ?

Abram, 1 cannot jultly fay.

Prifoner. Where was it [aid'?

Aeram. At Mrs. Boxell's,

Prifomer. In what part of the houfe?

Abran. The lower room y Mrs, Boxell heard the words as well as me.

Caxnfe! for the Crown. Look at thefe buckles which were in the parcel ?

Abram, There are a greac many buckles alike, they are fuch fort of buckles that
the prifoner had, they are the fame pattern.

Jouw Bavowiyn fwors.
-

Prifener.-1 can't embrace you new, Mr. Baldwin, as 1 did laft Monday fen’night.

*QQ. Look at the prifoner at the bar, when did you firlt fee him ?

Baldwin. The 7th February.

. Where did you then fee him ?
deoine. At Sir John Ficlding’s ; Lord Temple fent his fervant to me on the 6th
of February, to inform me, that I fhould be fent for by Sir Jobn Ficlding, in order
to mive evidence againit a perfon whom they looked upon to be a painter that had
come from America, my Lord knowing thar 1 had been in America.

Q. Was you fent for under animagination that you might know the prifoner at the
bar, having been in America and a painter there ?

Baldwin, Yes, 1 have been in America, at New-York, at Philadelphia, and Amboy.

Q. Are you a painter by bufipefs

Raldaein, T am. :

Q. U?nn the recommendation of Lord Temple then you went to Sir John
Fielding's.

* Yoldwin, Idid; T was alked whether T knew the prifoner ; T told Sir John that I
Lad never known him to the belt of my memory and remembrance; nor never feen
L tilE I faw him in the other room.

(). The pritoner heard you fay thar ?

Aa/dwin. He'did; he made me a bow as he ftood ar the bar, as foon as T bad given
my evidence to Sir John 3 1 faw him afterwards in another room.

€. "What paffed in that other room ?

Beldwin. 1 went to fign my name o the depofition T had made; as 1 was gofhg
away the priloner beckaoned to me with his head ; 1 went and fat down by him ; he
aflced me what partef America T had been in, and who I knew there ; I mentioned
Philadelnhia; he alked me it [ knew any printers chere ; [ f2id I did many ; who did
1 itnow there 2 1 mentioned feveral; he faid [ fee that you know the place very well
you aré not like evidences thar have been brought againtt me ; there was one perion
Axid he knew me, but I had changed the mlliuur of my hair; did they imagine thar [

was
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was a camelesn? there was another perfon faid I was tranfported from Gloucefter

gaol 3 bur, faid he, you are a gentleman, 2nd 1 wilh it was in my pewer to make you

a fatisfattion ; he rold me he would he very gl,r','j to fee me ac a plm called New

[ fzid 1 woull come there whenever he pleafed, if 1 could ger admiffiony: he

know what ume 1 fhall be dilcharged from here, but if you will come be-
eween three and four, T darefay youwill fec me ; 1 wentoo ew Prilon about four o'clock,
1 faw the prilos erey Dwe and I wallied together ; we adjourned o a corner by our-
felves between the two gates 5 he difcloted a great deal about America, mentioning
gentlemen’s names in America that he knew; and he beg’d I would call wpon him
the next day when it fuited mes 1 wenr and acquainted my Lord Temple of whar
informaton | had 0L frem the -::—r': DIIET 3 my Lord Tq:mp],c fzid ke thnught it was
very materisl, and thought it proper that Lord George Germain (hould be ac-
guaineed wich it ; he wroee a line, T earried the letter and was introduced to Lord
George Germain 3 his Lordfhip @id he was of the lame opinion as. Lord Temple;
and thaz i Thould be xken care thac [ (hauld have admifion to fee the prifoner, in
ocder to bring him ro.a confeilion if pofiible; I waited upon the prifoner the next
day, and we had dilcouclz again abour America as before; he found by my dilcourfe
thar [ was an American by principle; he afked me what countryman I was; 1 faid a
Woelchman; he faid he thought ar teft fecing me he law in my face thao L'was a peelon
interelbed in the caufe of America; I told him | married at Amboy, that we re-
mioved to Philade/phia and there lived, where | had a fon s that that don [ had now
in London.

£. However you need not mention every particular; you entered into general con-
werlacion, b;-mg both of the fame trade and of the fame country.

FPrifoner. 1 defire the witnefs will fp::l.k every parti:ui:r, as | am interefted in i,

Counfel for the creson.  Be it {o by all means, go on then.

Baldwin. 1 mentioned o him about my family, ﬁul Ihad myfon with me now in Loa-
don; he was defirous to fre him; | wid him my wifc was very much indifpoled, which
he faid ke was forry for; Iwaited upon him from day woday, tll the 15th February;
on that day he told me all the particulars; he afked me if 1 knew one Mr. Deane 2 [
told him no he faid, not Mr. Deane who isemployed by the Congrels ar Paris 2

"Prijozer. I vemark to the witnels that chere 15 a righttous Judge, who slio
.Eivﬂ;h righ::m.ls 'ﬁdgm:ht; beware of whar you fay cnm:em'mg that Mr. Deane,
perjure not yourlelf, you are in the fight of God, and all this company is,

Baldwmw. The prifoner faid, what nor Silas Deane ? { told himoo ; he faid he is a
Fine clever fellow, and I believe Benjamin Franklin is employed in the fame
errand 3 he faid that he had taken a view of moft of the dock-yards and fortifica-
tions throughout Enaland, and particularly the number of guns chat each thip in
the navy had, and likewife the guns in the foriifications, the weighe of their metal,

_and the number of meny and he had been 2t Pars owo or three times, 1o inform
Mr. Silas Deane of the particulars of what he found in examining the dock yards.
" Prifower. Cohfider in the fight of God what you fay concerning Silas Deane.

Counfel for the Crows. You need not be afraid, Silas Deéane is not here, he will
be hanged in due time.

Prifower, | hope not, he is a very honelt man.

Baldwin, He F:n‘i:d that Silas Deane was greatly pleafed- with what he had dones
ke acquainted Silas Deane in what manner he. was to fet the rope-houfes and the
thipping on fire in England ; that Silas Deane was amazed thac he fhould under-
take by himfelf t exccute a matcer of that kind, but he told Silas Deane, that he
would do more execution than he could imagine, or any perfon upen the earch; that
then Silas Deane alked him what money he wanted to carry lis fcheme into execution ?
he told him not much ; he expeéted to be rewarded according o9 his meric ; that then
Silas Deane gave.him bills to the amount of 300/, and letters to a great merchanc ora
greatman in the city of London, He was very anxious to know whether Lord Corn-
wallis had been defzal:vd berween Brunlwick and Trenton, in the Jerfeys. He faid thac

he knew Gen, Walhingron perfonally, he believed that Gen, Walkingron's abilities
were greater than thole of Gen. Howe, and thar Gen. Wathingron would warch Gen.
Howe's motions, and would harrals him s he was affured that the:Provingials would
<onquer this winter; that the grand campaign was to beln the fummer ; that Gen.
y Walhington

Prifon ;

faid 1 don
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Walthington only wanted a few experienced officers, which he believed would be
fupplied from France ; and Silas Deane was appointed for that purpole at Panis, 1o
fupply them with ammunition and {teres; bue as for cannon balls, he faid, they could
procure. 2 fufficiency to ferve all Hurope, in America at a place near Asnnapolis in
Rﬂar:glnnd:, that he himfedt hed feen hkewile |'1|:-|:“h,, tar and turpentne,  This was
what paffed in the courli of a great number of vilits. 1 wsited vpen him from the
ath et Nov. to the 24th. 1 never mifled but one day, and was with Kim twice on
moft days.

Prijorer.  Remember thar this witnels (ays he was with me twice moft days.

Balgwin, The prifoner faid he arrived at Dover, from Paris, and went to Can-
terbury 3 that he wene into a fhop, and (poke for 2 machine 1o be made,

Prifoner. At what particular place did [ call in my way from Canterbury ! 1 muft
have called at fome particular place.

Baldwin. He faid he went into a fhop, and ordered 2 tin machine to be mads;
which was by fome people called a canitter ; he faid the malker was a ftupid fellow,
and did not underfland his direétions, bur that the boy feemed 1o be more ingenious
and underftood i, but he was obliged to ftand by the boy while he was making of
it to inftruét him, and he gave him fomething to get fome drink for his pains; that
then he wene into a publick-houle, with the canifter under the breatt of his coar;
thar a Dragoon faw fomething under his coar, and opened his coar o fee whar
was under ie, and-faid, which of them are you for? The Priloner alked, what do
you mean? He faid, whether you are a Barber or a Taylor? The Prifoner faid, that
was no bufinefs to him, and called him an impudent fellow, and told him thas he
did not mind him, nor none of his Maflter™s men; he fad there was another foldier
in the room, who was a civil man, and he drank wich him 3 that he wenr from
thence to Portimonth, where he took a lodging at one Mrs. Boxell's.

+ Q. All this is the account that he gave you?

Baldwin, Yes; in all the converlations, as near a5 [ recolledt, word for word.
He faid at Mrs. Boxell's he tried his preparations, which were matches that he had
made, by doubling a Meet of whitith paper into ten or twelve folds; that then the
paper was unfolded, in order to be done over with 2 compofition made of charcoal
and gunpowder; he faid, if the paper was not doubled before the compofition was
laid on it would caule it to crack 5 that the charcoal muit be ground very fine, upon
a colour-ftone, in the fame manner as painters grind their colours; but the gun-
Enwdtr did not require much grinding, he faid; that thar might be mathed with a

nife, in the fame manner as painters mix vermilion: bur, he faid, they muft be
very particular in mixiog thefe two bodies together; that the charcoal is ground in
water, and then mixed o the confiftence of new miik, and then wich a fmall brath
the paper muft be painted over on both fides with this compofition ; he faid, thac he
had managed the matter fo well, that onc match would laft cwenty-four hours., He
faid, he lodged ac Mrs. Boxell’s one night, and that Mrs. Boxell was a very impudent
woman, for he had opened his bundle during his ablence; he told me, that this tin
machine was a very curious conltruction of his own invention, and that he had a
-wooden box made which had a hole in the centre, in order to put a candle in, and
in that box was tar, turpentine, and hemp; that the tin canifter fiteed this wooden
box fo well, that when the candle was put into it no perfon could perceive any lipht.
He aid, that on the 6th of December he went into Pordimouth ?ﬂrd, and got into
the Hemp-houfe; that there was a deal of hemp there, and it was mateed fo together
that he could bardly gee ic aparr; he pulled hus coar off, and then, after lighwning
the hemp, he placed this canilker over the box, with a fmall eandle in it ; that he
fprinkled fome turpentine about the hemp that was roundic; that he was fome time

“before he found his coat afterwards, and, when he found it chere was a deal of

hemp fticking abour it, which he endcavoured to take off § that he then went our

- of the Hemp-houfe, and got into the Rope-houfe, and in the Rope-boufe he placed

a quart bottle of fpirits of wrpentine upon its fide, ftopped with hemp inftead of
acork, and clofe to the hemp he laid a picce of paper, and in this paper.was fome
<dry gunpowder.
- Frijoner. Did 1 go frait out of the Hemp-houle inco the Rope-houfe ? G
i'."fq_
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Ceurt. You had better wait till he has gone through his evidence, and then you
may alk what quettions you, pleafe.

faldwip. To this gunpowder there was one of thefe matches, and over the powder
he laid fome hemp firewed wvery light, likewile a quart of turpentine firewed all
aboue ; that as foon as the fire of the match touched che powder, it would fer ic all
immediately on a blaze. He faid, that by cucting this match which he had made,
into fhort pieces, it would anfwer any time that he plealed, in order to make his
eleape ; that the next day, which was the 7th of December, he went from Mrs.
Boxeil's, and took two other lodgings, one was at a publick-houfe, and the other ac
a private houie, on the Common, he faid in the North-ftreet ; that he took particular
notice before he ook thele lodgings which houfes had moft wood about them, for
he had his combultibles ready for the purpofe of fewting his two lodgings on fire on
the [ame day as he fet fire to the Rope-houle, in order to: keep the engines from
playing vpon the buildings in the Dock-yard ; he faid, that  he told the woman at
the lodging which he wook on the Common, that he was going to Petershield, and
begged her to take care of his bundle; ke faid, after thae he went into the Dock-
vard in order to fet fire to both the Hemp-houle aind the Rope-houfe; that he firlt
went into the Hemp-houle, and firuck a light, bot the matches which he had were
very damp, and he could riot gec che fulphur o take fire ; chat he walled a whole
tox full of under in order to light the candle, and even blowed. ac the tinder till he
had almoft burne his 1i.j:s;. that he went away from the l‘:[tﬂl[.]-]lﬁui—':, and pm-:r:rcd
lome better matches ; that then he got into the Rope-houle, and fet fire to the match
which led to the powder.

Q. Did he fay any thing about buying of the matches ?

Baldwin. He faid he hnﬁ bought an halipenny werth of matches the day before of
a woman.—My Loud, there is one matter L forgot : he f3id, the day that -he puc
his preparations inte the Hemp-houfe and Rope-houfe, he was fo long in the Hemp-
houie that he was locked inwo the Rope-houle 3 that when he came 1o the door which
he went in at, he could nor ger our; he faid chere were feveral (doors belonging o
this building, that he tricd many of them, and weat the whole length of the buld-
ing, which was upwards of three hundred and fixey yards. e then went up ftairs,
P'ﬁlct_! off his fhoes, and went the whole length there, and could find ne pofiible
MEIns T gc: ouE, wpon which he returned, and got to the {ame door that be came
ip ar; there he heard fome perfons voice, upon which he knocked at the deor, and
faid, holloa! 'J.lhr:_l,- allzed, who was there, and whar bulinels he. had, there £ He faid,
it was curiofity that had led him there, that he did not imagine they had locked
the houle fo loon; he laid, the perion wld him to go firai forwards, and wrn o
fuch a door, and he would Le able to gee out, which ‘El: did; he faul, when he came
out he was very vexed with himielf that be could not fet the Hemp-houfe on fire,
and was alfo vexcd becaule he could not go to this lodging at Portimouth Common,
where lie had left a parcel, which parcel contained, among other things, a piltol,
Owvid’s Metamarphotes, the Arts and Dangers of War, or fomething of that forr,
and a Jullin; but what vexed him molt was a paflpore thavhe had left which was
fgned by the French King, and in thar pafipore was his real name, bur ic was in
[ rench, and he did not imag_inl: that the p{nplu at the |ﬂ:.’|g'mgs could read or unders
fland i, but, he faid, he was greatly amazed thar they had por found the Bundies
he faid, he imagined they ntended to make.a property of him, or otherwife he
thought it would be belt to take no notice of ity but letit lay ; after letting fire to
the Rope-houfe he made the beft of his way towards London; he faid, that he was
fo forry that he could not get the matches to Jight.in the Hv:mlghlmu[r, that he had
a good mind to go and fhooe at the windows of the woman's houle where he had
bought them ; he faid, that he had burnz the bills and the lewer which he had from
Silas Deane, on account of the behaviour of Mrs. Boxell, and to prevent any fulpi-
cion of the gentlemen thar they were for; he faid, -that foon after he lefr the Dock-
yarg he jumped into a cart, and begged of the woman to drive quick : that he rode
in this cart two iniles, and then gave the woman fixpence for driving quick,
for bhe Lad near four miles to go before he paffed the fentrics; that 3 few
minutes after he had paffed the fentries he looked back, and faw the Hames;
he faid, the very element feemed to be in a blaze; that he walked ail pighe on
his way for London; that upon the road between the laft fentry and Kingfton
two dogs barked at him very much ; he faid, he fhot at them, and believed he cither
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killed or wounded one ; that he arrived at Kingfton the next morning, which was Sun.
day, between ten and eleven o'clock s that he [taid there till pretty pear dull, and then
came in the ftage to London, and waited upon this great man in the Ciiy of London 5
he faid, he told the gentleman that he had had letters and bills abous him that he
had received from Silaz Deane at Paris, which he was ebliped o bury; that the
g_cml::m:m fecmed to be very fhy of him, and wold him, he had received ne accoune
from Paris ; he faid, he told the gentleman he might think what he pleafed, bur he
was an enemy to Great-Britain, and a friend 1w America s and that he had fet fire o
the Rnpc-hm1f: at Portimouch, which he would fee i the popers of Monda:r-; he
faid the gentleman ordered him to a certain coffee-houle,

Cears. 1 fuppole, by your repeating the word geatleman fo ofien, he did not
mention his name ?

Baldwin. No, 1 could not get his name from him; I with I had. He faid, the
gentleman waited upon him at the coffec-houfe, where they had fome little difcourfe,
bur the ge'ntlr:man feemed Rl ro be fhy of him; he fid, there was another gen-
tleman in the coffee-houle, who took wvery particular notice of kim, which he cb
ferved, and therefore did -not chufe to top lone s he faid, hewas (o angry that thi
gentleman would not believe his word, that jie wok his leave of him, and wen
direétly to Hammerlmith; that when he got to Hammerfmith he wrote a lester o
this gentleman, and told him, he was very forrey thar he would net believe what he
had told him, but he was fatisfied he would receive leweers in a few days; thar he was
zoing to Briftol, where he thould hear of more of his handy works.  He faid, in his
way from hence to Briftol he called ar Oxford.

Conre. He is gﬂing now to fp::ak about Briftol; if you don't wateh hjm Very at-
tentively 1t is natural he thould fall into an account of Briftel, which we have nothing
to do wich.

Counfe! for the Creszm. We are not examining about Briftol with a view to impute
to him the feicing Briftolon fire, but to fhew he was aftuvared by the fame me-
tives towards this country, with regard to America, which operated ac Pertl
mouth, which will be material, as ie will confirm the defign he had in his mind.
We fhall prove his grinding charcoal upen a painter’s flone there; and other cir-
cumfbanges, ,

Cours, J'Ln}r converfation that he relates of the I:ﬁ"luI-n-.‘rl'lt't"'s1I of what hap::u‘nl.‘d at
Briftol thar will.confirm this evidence here, is material.

Baldwin. He faid his next fcheme was ro fee a building ar Woolwich on fre ; he
f2id he arrived ac Briftol a few days before Chriltmas; that he got leave from a

. paintzr to grimd fome charceal upon his celour ftone.

Q. Did he mention to you his realons for going to Briftol ? 1 don’t mean of what
he intended to do there; but whether he mentioned any reafon why in particular
he Mkould go to Briftol, any more than to Worcetter, or any other place ?

Baldewwin., He faid that he heard chere were three or four fhips that were there,
«that one or two of them were mounted with twelve carriage guns and eight fwivels,
-and that they were going to the Weft Indies, and he wanted to fee thele vellels.

Court. All thele queftions muit neceffarily tend to the fire at Briftol.

Baldwin. He faid, a painter gave him liberty to grind this charcoal,

Ceure. When was this ? before the firs at Porefmouth, or afieric?

Baldeorn, After the fire ar Portimouth.

‘Cownfel for the Crown. We fhall call that witnelz to confirm and prove many of
thele things after the fire ; that he called upon the man to grind charcoal. Now I
fhall call thar man to prove that the prifoner did grind charcoal at thae houfe. | do

-not mean for the preparation for this particular fire, but only as a circumitance confir-
matory that he did hold the converfation char the witnels relates, and did make fuch
_preparations,

Courr. As far as that goes I fee no objedtion to that. :

Connfel for the Crewn. Ler it be fuppofed that the charcoal was for an innocent
purpele; bue it is a faét that the witnefs will prove confirmatory of his having faid
that he did fuch a thing.

Baldwin, He {aid he ground it upon a colour-fione belonging to a painter at Briftol,
: ti!:at he was above two hours grinding ir, and the painter took particular norice of
that.

Q. He told you he went to Briftol ?

N
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Eeldwin, He did teil me he went to Briltel 5 he faid he looked upon thatito be’
one of E"!]L grearelt circumitances againit him, the man feeing him make this prepa-
ration, oring 11 Ing l!lls charcoal.

. You gave anaccount of this matter, and in confequence of that enquiries were
m;;-j., 1:;.* the. feveral pmpi:’

Ealdwin. 1 fuppole fo,

(). When did you give an account of this.converfation ?

Baldzein. Day after day to my Lord ltﬂ‘pfﬁm and from thence to my Lord Geonge
CGermaine 5 icwas on the 15th of February that the particulars camie out. [lwas from
the 7th to the rsth before 1 could get out any particulars, I communicared an
account of the particolars day by day.

Prifoner. 1 thould wilh ro hear the evidenes read over.

Mr. Barow Hothawe. 1 certainly will read it-overto you, if you defire it.

Prifoner. 1 wifh it to be read, “in order to refrefh my memory,

Mr. Baven Hetbam. If you want to alk any queltion, you will ftop me ar'the place
where you wilh to !11[':1[0“.. your queltion.

Nifr, fu"'ﬁ:' Hetbam thew read cver s noles {fa'.-&-frﬁ AT rxcﬁm?ng arcaraie ) .gf.r.h-
evidenge wobich Baldwin bod given.  Tlis Lordihip concluded thus: 1#¢ Ihave taken
“ the evidence as faithfully and as c:...nft]:y as L could ; if there is any difference, I
¢ fhall be cbliged to any gentleman in court who will be pleafed to fer me right.”

Prifoner. 1t 1s uccm:dmg well taken down, my Lord.  MNow is it proper, - in the
fight of God and in the fizht of man, that a man, contrary to the laws of God and
man, fhould come with deceit in his heart as an emiflary from other peaple to infi-
nuate to me, or any perfon, what they can in that déceicful: manner? If chey are
deceitful enoligh to deceive one in luch a diftrefsful fituation, they muft certainly
have deceit -;'nmlcrh in their heart to {peak lies of them.

Court. That is .matter’ of oblervatien, which will coms in with propriety in
the courfe of your defence ; it is better for you to apply yourlelf now to :ﬂ:lng any '
queltions chat you may think proper.

Frifener, L would rather alk him fome queltions after all the witnefles are‘exa-
mined.

Cawnfel for tde Crown.  Well, he thall fiay in court. |

Epwarn Evaws feorn.

Q. Was you at Canterbury at any time ?

Evan. Yes, from the month of January till t]'sI: latter end of February.

L. Did you ever fee the pninu:r at Canterbury ?

Evars. |think 1 have ; the manis altered a great deal fince | faw him, but, to the
belt of my judgment, heis the man, that was either the later end of Oétober or the

beginning of November, in November to the belt of my knowledge, -we had
fome words,

Q. Uid you lee any thing zbout him?

Evans. My comrade was prelent ; he faid he faw fomething under his.coat.
(). Hlow waz he drefled 2

Ewens. In a brown duffl forous coat, rather !h:lbhj.r.
£}, Did you cbierve whar was infide the furtout?
Euvans.. Ldid not,

“James Wissox fwors.

2. Do you remember {eeing the prifoner at Ctnt:rhnrg
prf.'.-;.u | n;-ally think he is the perfon; but T had never feen Ium brfore nor fince
he had a dilpute with my comrade Evans. To the belt of ‘my cpinion ke was

dreflcd..moch, a8he s, now; I oblerved fomething bright uader his coat tlmt
ghitened like tin.

Q. Did you fee much of lti'

#ilfin | did not make much oblervation upon it

(). Was there any quarrel or words, beoween. cicherof you?

#3lsn, There had been a fighing or a fcuflic berween him and my comrade.

] ...Ergm
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Prifoner. (To the Counfel.) Sir, I have one thing to. remark: Are you his Ma-
jefty’s Couniel ? : ;

Comrfel. 1 am. Whar then?

Frifoner. T only wanted ro know if you was his Bricannic Maj:lly’s Counlel,
and it you had done with the examination.

Joun Fisnze faverm.,,

2. Where do you.live.? -
Fifher. At Mr. Lawrence Tuck's at.Canterbury.
2, Do you know the prifoner ?
Figer. Lthink I have feen him before.
8. When?
Fyfer. Abour hix or feven weeks, | belicve, beiore Chriltmus.
2. Where did you fee him then ?
Fiber. At my maiter’s thop ;. be came and ordered two tin canilters of me. My
mafter is & tin-man, ; .
2, Whar were his difeftions 2 | |
i-i,.ﬁwr,. To make two canilters of along fjuare. 1 have got one here. [f Producing
1. . 1
. Was that canifter made by the Prifoner’s direftions 2
Fifber. Yes.
g. How came he not to take it away ?
Fifber. I cannot tell 5 there were two of them left;in my.hands.
@, Didd he eall afterwards for them ? e
Fifber. He calledonce and they were not compleated, after that he called no more.
[The machine or canifer was exaflly mpan the fame confirailion with that found in the
. Hemp-Hionjz.] '

WitLiam Bavpy fworw.

. Look at the Prifoner. Did you ever fee that man in the Dock-Yard at
‘Portimouth ? : g

Baldy. 1 have.

5. In what part of it

Baldy, 1{aw him abouta hundred yards from the ealt end of the Rope-houfe upon
the Jower floor where the cordage is made.

2. Upon what day did you lee him there ?

Baldy, On Saturday the yth of December, which was the day of the fire.

£. At what time of the day did you fee him? A

Baldy. Between eleven and ewelve, it might bz nearer twelve than eleven; I faw
him come down on the fouth fide of the houle, and crofs from that to the north fide

-towards where [ was ficting by myfeli. :

. Did he fpeak toyou? -

Baldy. Xes, he picked up a fmall fmooth ftone swhich:he held up in his fingerin
this manner, [deyferibing it.| Pray, Sir, lays he, Do you make ufe of this in making
cables? The oddnefs of the queltion made me look fully ac him; I thought he ap-
peared very ignorant. I faid, we do not make ufe of this ; this is, I fuppole, a

.ftone that 15 come out of the clay thar thole barrels are Alled with ; there were then
~about threefcore and ten barrels of clay there; he ftaid five or fix minutes, and then
he left me.

£. Whea did you fee him again ?

{ Baldy. In about po minutes, or it might be a quarter of an hour after.
£, Where did you fee him then?

Baldy. I faw him the fecond time at the ealt end of the fame Aoor; he had.been
-up ttairey I faw him come down ; there wos one William Welton in company with
me ; the Prifoner addreffed him with how do you do, how do you do? holding out
his hands to him ; they fell into a converfation, which I thought was a matrer thae
didd nptconcern me, fyppoling by lis addrefling him in that manner thae they

knew each other, I wentolfy - 1 .
= Y Q. Are
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£, Arc you or are you not certain that he is the man whom you faw in the
Rope-Houle, the day of the fire?

Baldy. I am certain,
« Cinrt. What is your bufinefsin the Dock-Yard ?

faldy. 1am a rope-maker,

Wirrran Wesron fioern

.} Look at the prifoner.  Have you ever fren that man before ?

,; ';_',".'1"':=:: '1“-:}1.'1: belt of- my knowledge I have.

. Where

#%8ox. In the Rope-Houfe the day that the fire was; that is the man that I faw
there, to the beft of my knowledge.

4. You had fome converfation,” [ believe, with him?

Heflem. Very lictle.

2. Had you feen him there before, or did you know him before ?

i ofon. 1 faw im walking there, about feven weeks before the fire; he faid he
had been round the Dock then, and that he had never been in the Dock in his life
Sefore.

2. Did you fee what part of the houfe he came from, on the 7th of December?

Heffon. Tcannor fay I did,

2. Did you fee him come down ftairs ?

Weffen. Mo,

2. What is your employment in the yard ?

Heflen, | am a hipwright's apprentice.

.

Epwaro CAreY fuern.

2, Was you at Portfmouth.at the time of the fire ?

Carey. 1 was.

£, Was you there the day before the fire ?

Carey. I was. :

2. Do you remember whecher any perfon was fhut up in the Yard ?

Carey. Yes, the nighe before the fire, a perfon was fhut up in the Rope-Houfe.

5. Did you fee him ?

Car¢ys No; I heard 2 man make a rumbling noife at the door ; T went vprto the
deor, and afked him what he wanted ; he faid,” he was locked in and could not oet
out, and he would be glad if we could leghim out; I rold him we could not let him
ouey, he muft abide there all night , we lefe him in the houle,

Prifewer. Was it the night of, or the night before the fire 2

Carey. The night before the fire.

Arxn Hoexans fisorn,

£, Look at the man behind you (the prifoner) did you ever fee him: bzfore ?

Hepkins.: Yes.

8. Where?

Hepkins. 1 faw him laft Saturday.

8. When did you firlt fee him ¢

I phins. The day thatthe Dock was on fire.

9. Ar what time {

Heplins, Axfour d'clock, or half afeer, I cannor be exaft as to the rime, 1 had
been at the marker; | was coming home in a little cart; between the Flying Bull and
Kingfton, he flopped my cart.

5, Did he overtake or meet you ?

flepking, 1 cannot tell, it was a clofe gited cart, T did not fee him-till he came clofe
to me; he fopped my cart, and afked me how far I was going ? I faid but a lictle
way; he faid he would give me any thing to give him a ]ift,%orh: was going ro Peters-
ficld and fhould be benighted ; he jumped up into the cart, and faid, do ma'am drive
as falk as youcan; as I was coming out of Kingfton, I called at a thop. 9,




8, Was he, or not, heated when he came up to you ?

Hepling, Ve was veey much our of breath, when he cameuptome s T ealled ar a
fhop at Kinglton to buy a pair of pattens ; when [ was taking cuc the money to pay
the woman, the priloner ek fix-pence out of his pocket and gave her, and I pave
her another.

8. Why did he dothat?

Hepiing, It was 1o make hafte T rold him before T called, thaul muft Rop ar a thap;
he deficed me not to ftop there, then, he faid, you waa't wait lonz, and, he fid, he
would give any ﬂ'ﬁﬂg for a rerarned chaile, for he muoft eer 1o Pegersheld chae night
if he was alive 5 [ drove on till I came in fight of my own houfe, [opped o lermy
horie drink, and he jumped out of the care and ran away as falt as he could.

2, Had the fire burlt out at the time he lcft the care ?

Hepkins, WNa.

8. How loon was it aficrewards?

;',I-ﬂn.tfn.f, I cannot [JIH.'.I:I.:ﬂlLi o I'iljl'; he ran the main London rond, and 1 faw ne
more of him.

EvrizaprT GENTELL flvers.

‘:: Where do you live ?

Geatell, T live at Portlimouth Comman.

&), Loak at the priloner, you faw bim yelterday 1 believe

eatedl, [ e,

£, When was the frlt time that you faw him ?

Gentell. The day before.the fre ar the Hul.a:-lmuﬁ:' s 1 faw him ar my own houfe
in Havant-fireer, Portlmouth common ; he came o my houle and alked for a half-
penny worth of matches ; [ ook down two bunches and pur them upon the comprer;
he afked me if they would take fire quick ; and he delired me to change one of the
bunches, which i did: he pul]-c:d fome flver oue of his pocket, and gave me a half-
PENIE. .

£. Are you [ure that the priloner is the fame perfon ?

Genmtell. T am.

Prifoner. How canyou be certain from o [mall 2 time as you have now taken to
look at me; how fhould you know my phyliognomy ¢

Gentell (logks at bim. again) | am fure he is the man.

Joux liLenpew fwere.

fo Did you ever fee the prifoner at Canterbury ? .
H-_ff nden. "As Tar as there is human pollibilicy of knowing a man, I have fven him
there,

2, What are you ?

Llenden. A furgeon.and apothecary ; 1 was lately an apprentice.

£, On what bufinels or occalion did you fee him there ?

Tilenden, Upon his coming to buy two ounces of ipirits of rurpentine, and a
quarter of a pound of falt-petre, what we call nitre.

2. Abour what time was that ?

ilfenden. As far as ] can recolledt, it was either three or four days before or after
the zoth of November.

Mary Bisuor fwore.

Lli. Did you ever fee the prifoner before ?
Brflgp. Yes.
8. Where ?
HBibgp. At my houle in Canterbury.
). Da you recollect at-what time you faw him there?
Bybop. It wag between Michaelmas and Chriltmas; but I cannot recolleft the
paruicular time.
£2. Had he any converfation with you when he was at your houle at Canterbury ?
. Bsjbep. He told me he had been interrupted by a dragoon at the White Horle ; he

iold me he came from America on account of the difturbances.
b
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2, Do you recolleét whether he applied to you to diredt him where he might get
any thing made

Biffap. He asked me afterwards where he might ger a wooden thing made ?

Prifoner. )= that a proper gueftion o put?

Ceunfel. 1f I was 1o pur an improper queltion the judge would ftop me.

Cears. No improper queltion will be puty and you ought to fee by this time that
the ﬁgandﬂr of the counfel for the crown will prevent them putting an improper
queltion. 1

82, Did you fee 2ny thing that was made for him #

Hifsep. 1 law a wooden thing which the apprentice of Mr. Overfhaw, to whom I
directed him, brought into my houle for him; the prifoner put it vader his coat, wilh-
tng not to have it {een.

2. Did you fee that wooden thing ?

Bithep. 1 faw the wrong end of it ; the fhape of it was a long fquare.

2. Was it at all like this ((beswing fbe witnefs the wooden part of the mackine found
n the Hemp-boufe.)

fifbep, Yes,

£2. Whar is become of the apprentice who made and brovght this machine ?

Biflep. He is fince dead.

2. You fay it was like this wooden machine?

Bifbep. As nigh as I can guels it was like this 3 it was of the fame fhape.

Court. How long was it atter he afked you where he could get fuch a thing made,
that you faw it brﬂ-ugh: to him by the apprcntict?

Bifbop.  Some time in the afterncon, I think, of the fame day.

Juu ¥ Darey firers.

2. I believe you apprehended theprifoner?

Diafby. 1 did.

2. What did you find upon him when you apprehended him ?

Dalby. 1 found upon him a Bath metal feal; a pair of ftecl buttons; a fouff box
with tinder 3 a fmall powder horn with gunpowder 5 2 large nail piercer; a ftrikin
under box primed ; a ferew barrel pocker piftol loaded with fhot; two bundles
matches dipe in brimftone 5 a phial bottle half full with fpirits of turpentine, and a

tmall pair of fciflars,
Tuomas Masox fowern.

2. Where do you live ?

.all;"nf;.u, In the Parifh of St. Philip and Jacob in the County of Gloucefter, near
to Brittol.

3. Look at the prifoner, did you ever fee him before ?

Zdafen. He was in my houfe the mofsow after Chriftmas day.

2, Whar bufinefs had he there ¢

Mafew, He came to my houle about 11 o'clock; he afked me to let him grind a
lump of charcoal upon my colour fone.

B, Whar bulineis are you ?

Mafow. 1am atyler and plaifterer, and a houfe painter; I told him yes fure, and
welcome ; I thewed him my colowr (lone.

8. Whatdid the prifoner tell you he was?

Mafen. 1 talked with him a good while afterwards; when I was in my room, I faw
him pull a hanger from under his coat when he began grinding, and lay it down,
and lay his great coat upon it; 1 faid, why you are one of the prefs gang; no, Sir,
- {aid he, I be not.

2, What did he tell you?

Mefen, 1 alked him when he was ficting in my houfe, what he did think of the
American affairs 3 he faid he wilhed that affair had never happened ; that he had loft
aquntnr.iun there, and he hoped when that affair was over he fhould have it retorned
to him.

Prifener. 1s it proper that this man’s evidence fhould be invalidated or not, from
his own downright contradiftions ? E

Lawri.
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Conrs. I did not oblerve any contradiftion ; the witnefs do¢s not feem to be very
quick of apprehenfion, and did not immediately underftand the quefhon put to him;;
it is noching but relating a difcourfe which does not appear to be material.

Connfel for the Crewn to Fames Gambier, Efg, Have you, Sir, tranflated the pafiport?

Mr. Gambier. This is the tranflation as well as I underftand the Englifh of it

Prifoner. 1 object o the pafipert being read.

Crurt. Stare your objeftion.

Prifoner. That they who fhall be called to witnefs for or againlt me, may not hear
the conrents of it

Cosnfel for the Cretom. We fhall call no more witnelles,

The pafiport was read as Tollows:

E:I:!ﬁtcd ] 3 y
EH‘EE:“ Bythe KIN G
Marime 2t

«Calais.

To all Governors and owr Lievtenzrt Generals of our Provinces and Armies,
Governors particular, and Commanders of our Towns, Places, and Troops ;
and to all ether uur]u?::rsjuﬁlcimy, and fubjeéts to.whom it fhall belong,

Health.

We will and command you very exprefly to let pals fafely
and freely, Mr. James Aftzen, going to England; without giving him or fuffering
him to have any hindrance; but on vhe contrary, every aid and affiftance chat he (hail
want or have occafion for. This prefent pafiport w be valid for one month ouly, for
fuch is our plealure.

Given at Fontainbleau the 13th of November, 1776.
Lours.
Gratis By the Kirg,
De Vergennes.

Counfel for the Crosom. Now it will be material for the officer to tell your lordihip
what thole books are.

Officer. The books are Ovid’s Metamorpholes, a Treatife of the Arms and En-
gines of War, of Fire Works, &e. and the ceher is the Hiftory of Juftin.

Counfel for 1be Crewnz. My Lord this is all oer evidence.

Conrt. Prifoner, the evidence againft you is now clofed ; this is therefore the time
for you to make your defence.

PRISONERS IWEFENCE

1 underftand, my Lord, that that French pafiport was not found out till a few days
ago, and fince my frit apprehenfion, a great part of the Kingdom has been fought,
‘and perfons have been broughe from many different places to give evidence who I was,
or what I am, orfo far as th-c].r knew abour me, and every parcicolar l]'r'lng thar has
been witneffed refpecting the late fire in the Dock-yard, from thef: evidences
given, and the communication of them to all the people in the kingdom, by news-pa-
rs, and other ways, 1 think it is poffible, and may have been poffible for Mr.
ﬁih'l:win, or for any other perfon that is any way ac all inteliigible, to bring every
evidence againit me thar that perfon has done, by the faid knowledge from public
papers and converfation ; neverthelefs, whether itis a falle accufation, that is upon
me, or whether it is a betraying of rruft, through the treachery of the hearr, God
Almighty, the great judge of all, only knows; if it is (he former, I pray God Al-
mighty may forgive him! if it is the latter, I pray the fame ! butin thar cale [ thould
like to know, whether ivis proper, that a perfon poffefled of fuch a- difpofition as
that, fhould come from emiffaries unknown to me, and do allthatlies in him to infinvate
any thing outof me, unknown to me, and daily to come and go, and give informa-
tion to the faid Lord George Germain ? 1 (hould like that your Lordthip would rake
it into your confideration, as in the fight of God, whether fuch a ‘jmrl':;n has a
right in the fight of Ged, and according to the laws of man, and of this king-
dom, to give evidence again(t a man, thar his evidence ought o be regarded?
He that may have been able to betray me, and fpeak things i the dark of me;
he is able alfo, I chink, to give the lie to any map, through metives of gain,
ar
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or any other motives whatfoever 3 your Lordihip can confider that in your own mind,
much berrer than I can fpeak it, as I am not endowed with oratory.

Co:ri. Do you relt your defence on that obfervation, or do you intend to call any
witnefies ?

‘;-f',":u.'(r_ Wich r{'l'[.rﬂ; to any other witnelles that may be called agnin& me, if
there is any pofitive fact can be proved againlt me, I will then prove the negative, or
otherwile the court will proceed according o the laws of the coungry. 1 have one
thing more to fay ; 1 would put afew queltions to this man, Mr. Baldwin.

Frifener. | think vou-gave evidence, that [ thould have fzid 1o you, that en Friday
the Gth of December lait, I went into the Hemp-Houle, belenging to his Britannic
Majelty’s yard, inPortfmouth?

Baldwin. 1 did.

Prifener. And that [ went in there with fome combuftibles, and lighted fone
hemp ¢

H-in'd'wiu. Yesy in order to fet fire to the combuflibles.

Prifener. Do you fpeak of lighting 2 lame, or laying the thing lighter ?

Baldwin. You faid it was matted, thar it was to make it lic light.

Prifoncr, 1t is not my bulinefs to deny geing to Canterbury, or confels it 3 do you
fay, thac I faid, | went 1o Canterbury and had the tin machine made ?

Baldwin., Yes.

Prifener. Youallo Gy, that Ifid, that I went into a houfe on Portfmouth Common,
and left the paffpore?

Batdwin. Yes; among other things.

Prifomer. Thereare fome other evidences fay, that I was ar Canterbury, one fays,
abour fix weeks before Chriftmas, another fays, abour fixor {even, another between
Michaelmas and Chriltmas, another, before or after the 2oth of November ; of the
other three, two I'pl:ali. of 1t as looner : f:l’p:&ing the French p:tﬁ'pnr[. that has been
found at Portfmouth, it feems to me inconliitent how it can be my paffport, and at the
fame time, I to be at Canterbury, or any where in England at the time mentioned ;
the date of the paffport is the 13th of November; if 1 can bring thefe two articles
to bzar, it feems veryuniatelligibe to me, for it is fworn, that [ f{aid, that is my pafl-
port, and again it is ﬁw:tfn, that [ was in England at that time ; that is equal to the
good gentleman, that faid [ had power to alter the colour of my own hair 3 if there
w any thing brought againft me that is pofitive, Iam ready with the greatelt pleafure,
by the help of Almighty God, to receive the punithmentof the laws of the country,
be whae it will: there are other things furprize me more than that. I have nothing
more 1o fay, my Lord.

Counfel for the Crown. We have done with our evidence,

Conrt. Will you call any witneffes ?

Prifoner. For what end ? till fomeching is proved pofitive againft me, I intend .no
defence in the world. T am ready to live ordie according to juflice. i
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Me. Barow HOTHAM.
Gentlemen of the Fury,

The Prifoner at the bar ftands indifted for fetting on fire, and procuring to be fet on
fire, the Rope-houfe, in the Dock-yard at Portimouth ; and betore 1 fum up the evi-
dence to you, I will make one general oblervarion; thac though it is impoflible for
any language to aggravate this offence, yer it is not for you now 1o fieel :hc_ magnitude
of that crime; you are to divelt _}'i}url'cl.vr_'s 'ln[1t‘1:|}' of all the i:{.rfFth: conleguences of
the perpetration of ir, and apply your confciences to this fingle faft; s this prifoner

tilty or innocent of this offence 2 Whar the confequences of it are, or might have

n, 1 wilh you not to think of ; becaule it is in human nature to feel prejudices, thar
one wilhes at fuch a moment as this, juries thould forget. I am fure, therefore, you
will now think of nothing but the plain fimple faét itfelf; and whether it is, or is nor,
fupported by the evidence you have heard.

Gentlemen, the firft witnefs is Fames Ruffell, who fays he is clerk to the clerk of the
rope-yard, and that upon Saturday the feventh of December laft, av half paft four
o'clock, he firlt perceived the fire by which the rope-houfe was confumed. . There
were hemp toppings in the middle lofr, and cordage’ on the ground floor; and chat
was the ulval repolitory for both 3 much of it, he fays, was burnt.—This witnels was
called to prove the fact of the fre itlelf; which, though too noetorious to doubt abour,
was necelfary to be proved in evidence. He fays, on the fifteenth of January he found
a tin cafe in the hemp houfe, on the ground Hoor; and upon its being produced, he
fays, it appears to be the fame—he has no doubt at all about it. He told you that
there was a box in it, but at the ome it was found, there were befides, matches, tar,
and oil, in the wooden box ; but the tin box and the wooden box were then {eparate,
He fays, he found alfo a bottle, which had had [pirits of tarpentine in it; -he found all
thefe things in the hemp-houfe, jult by the box: its fituation was in the center of a
mow of hemp; and it had the aprcnmr:::c of concealment, though, he fays, a perfon
by Eﬂing up to the upper end of it, if he had had a {ufpicion or apprehenfion of it,
might poflibly have difcovered that fuch a thing was there, ~ He fays, there wis i greac
deal of Joofe hemp near it, and there was fome dunnage, which 1 underitand o be
cuttings, or refule of hemp, which feemed to lie under the box and the cannifter,
There was alfo fome brown paper lying near i, and from the appearance it had, it
feemed to him 1o have been all thrown in together over the bundle of hemp upon the
mow 3 and by falling againflt the mow, they had feparited.” Now, gentlemén, it is
material for you to underftand, that all thefe feveral things wére found in this place,
becaule in the courle of the evidence you will find, moft, i not all of them, particularly
accounted for;—he fays, that there was hemp inthe place ; that bodh ic and the hemip-
houfe muft have been confumed if the fire had happened, for you will recollect, that
though fire was attempted to be fer, as well to the hemp-hoult 45 the rope-houfe, the
providence of God did interpofe, and prevent chat from taking effect,

#/illiam Tench, the next witnefs, fays, that he faw the Prifoncr at his mafter’s houle
jult without Welt Gate in Canterbury ; and he thinks it was about a month of fix
wecks before Chriftmas.—The obfervation which the Prifoner has made in his defence
is very true; namely, that all the, witnefles from Canterbury give rather a different
account about the time ; they are none of them very particulatly precife; they all
fpeak rather at large’ aboue ir.  But ic does nor feem ro me to weaken that evis

nce, becaule five or fix different people do not all concur in their recollection of the
very day when the perfon was at Canrerbury 3 and when they fpeak cautiouily, it is
not to be wondered az, that they differ a lictle, a few days or a week in their account.
This witnels fays, that it was a month, or fix wecks before Chriftmas, apd that he
himfelf made the tin machine for the Prifoner ; the firlt time he was applied 1o upon
this bufinefs was on the Monday before lat, and that was particularly afked him in
order I fuppole to Thew you a material circumftance thar this was afier the Prifoner
had confefied the whole himfelf to Baldwin. Bur when I ule the word confefiion,
it is proper.now at the outler, to make, one general obfervation to you upon the evi-
il ' e ' dence
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dence of Baldwin, Ide not look upon thisas being ftrictly a confeffion of che prifoner:
but it was evidence which the man himfelf chole tw difclofe to Baldwin without any
folicitation whatfoever, and without any promifc or engagement of fecrecy. It feems
to have come from the prifoser himfelf fpontaneouily ; and as far as we have the
evidence before us, Baldwin does not feem, in any one of thefe converfations, to have
fought a difcovery from the Prifoner ; but it has all come from the Prifoner, and not
from Baldwin, and therciore what the Prifoner has faid in his defence by way of
objecting 1o Baldwin's evidence, does not, in my apprehenfion, weigh much in the
conlideration of this queilion.

Tench then procceds to fay, upon being crofs examined by the Prifoner himfelf,
that he kaows the cannifter very F-‘ITE‘:CU:L'H%}P by the feam in it, and that he knows
the feam by its being very bad folder ; thac he wok particular notice of the badnefs of
the folder when the Prifoner came, and that he can fwear to that folder any where :
that he knows the Prifoner by his perfon, he thinks alio by his hair, but he is pofi-
tive that he had the fame forr of coar on as he has now—He fays he dous not pretend
to recolledt the particular day thae he made the cannifter.

Elizabeth Boxell fays, that The faw the Prifoner the day before the rope-houfe was
on fre at her own houle, in Barrack-Streer, Portfmouth : that he rook a ledging of
her, and lodged there one nigh:, which was the night before the fire.  And, EE:J'LI:I:--
men, her evidence, abftrafled from bringing it home o the Prifoner that he was ac
Portfmouth at the very time, is cxtremely material, if you give her credit; inafmuch
as fhe fpeaks to particular work and opérations, upon which the found him employed ;
for, fhe fays that thac very night, when he was at her houle, fhe obferved a very ugly
fulphureous fmell in his room; and (he fmele it again on the Saturday morning : (he
was o unecaly at it, that fhe went up ftairs, fhe puthed open the door, and found the
room full of fmoke; ‘fhe afked him, with greac anxiety, what he was about? She
faw that he had been burning fomething by the fide of the fire, and on_the hearth
itlelf: fhe faid fhe ook a candle from him, but obferved it was not che fame candle
fhe had carried up. She fays he was doing fomething too on the chair. She then
went down ftairs, but returned again immediately; and, in that interval, fhe having
opened the window, and Iue-ha'.'ing fhug it, The told him he Mould nes huoe the win-
dow, and infifted upon its being wept open.—I fay, gentlemen, this is material 5 be-
caufe as this cale is to depend :ntircf_;l' upon a chain of circumitances, you multlay all
of them attentively together, and circumitances may form {uch a body of evidence,
as fhall be abundantly ftronger than where two or three witnelles fwear o a politive
fat. If you fhould think this cafe ftands upon fuch circumitances, you will draw
your own conclufion: if you think the circumitances are not ftrong encugh o bring
the charge home to the prifoner, you will chen difcharge your confeiences by faying
fo: bur upon every little circumftance you mult hang.  This, therefore, |13 marerial
to recolleét.—The Priloner is employed vilibly in %umc preparation of combuftible
matter over night, and next morning; the fire happens that very day. That, there-
fore, you will take as one circumitance, She then mentions another, which turns our
to be alio material, which is, that on the Friday, locking inte the Priloner's bundle,
fhe found in it pare of an old thire and a pair of leather brecches vpon a nn eale,
now, you have had it in evidence, thar a tin cale was found in the hemp-houfe; fhe
fays, fhe viewed this tin cafe a quarter of an hour, and theretore is very particular in
fwearing that it is as much like the cafe, which has been produced to you, as any
thing can be: fhe fays, fhe was fo much alarmed ac his proceedings, thac the ordered
him out of her houle, and indeed the fays, that fhe would noc quic the rcom. He
faid he wanted his candle; fhe bid him wake it as he went down; char, by and by,
may turn out alfo o be 4 circumitance fit o be remembered,  She fays he ok away
the bundle, bur fhe does not kEnow whether the cannifter was in e ac that time; fhe
had feen it on the Friday, and this was'on the Saturday. Then Mr. Commiffioner
Gambier produces the bundle which he received from ]."'Lis clerk, John Jeffereys, on
the twenry-firlt of February; it is fhewn to Mrs. Boxell, who fays, fhe does believe
that to be the fame bundle.

Fobn Feffereys, who delivered the bundle to Mr. Gambier, fays, that he has no
doubyt about the handkerchief, which inclofes the contents, being che fame; he fays,
that
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that on the evening of the 2eth of February, he had orders vo fearch all about, and
particularly in MNorch-Street, and he found the bundle in North-Street at a Mrs,
Cole's.

Mrs. Cole being called, fays, that fhe knows the Prifoner; that he came to her
haule on the da:,,l of the Are, and ook a |m|g'mg there; thar he lefe a bundle; and
looking at the bundle now produced, fhe fays it has all the appearance of being the
fame bundle. Mr. Jeffereys, and another perfon, fhe fays, had it from her; that the
nEver Gp:'nn::r.l it whilit the had ic; that the bundle was not tied guite clofe, and fhe
faw a liucle way into it. She fays the Prifoner came o her houle in the forenoon ;
that he ftaid abour a guareer of an hour, amd wene out abour eleven or twelve
o'clock.

Ifiliiam Abram, a blackimith at Portfmouth, fays, he lodged in the fame room
with the Prifoner ac Mrs. Boxeil's; che Prifoner afked che winels of there was any
prefling ¢ e faid, yes, there was a pretty hot prefs, The Priloner faid, fuppole they
were to take up fuch a man as me, | could Zive no other account of :n}'_li:]t' it from
writings in my pocket.  Then he alked, if a man was to get into the jullice’s hand,
could there be any way of elcaping?  The witnels faid no.  Why not efcape, faid the
Prifoner ? Why there are very high walls #—Why is there no way af E\L"Hil‘l.._{ over the
walls !—he f2id no. The witnels fays, that then the Prifoner faid there was one
Brookes 1n N-_-wgu.u:,, that he knew would be hanged. He lays, the Priloner had yel-
low buckles on, but he cannot fwear to the buckles thac are thewn him (which are
parc of the contents of the bundle), being thole buckles, though they are the fame
panern. Now, upon this evidence, I would make this obfervation; that Abram
proves the identity of the Prifoner ;—he proves too his lodging at Mrs. Boxell's houfe,
fo that he confirms her evidence, and to his lodging there at that particular time; and
then the bene of the Prifoner’s converfation wich him, (for you are to take the whole
evidence together) you may, perhaps, think, implies that he chen had fomething in
contemplation, which might induce him to with to make his elcape.

The next witnefs is Fobn Baidwin ; this, you fee, is the material witnefs, upon whole
account very much will depend. 1 did read over his evidence before to the Prifoner, as
be wilhed to hearic; but I will repeat it now 1o vou. John Baldwin fays, he firft faw
the Prifoner on the feventh of Febroary, ac Sir John Fielding’s, hav:ing been fent
there by my Lord Temple, becaule he thought he might know the Prifoner, as he was a
painter, and had lived in America, and the Prifoncr was defcribed as having been
there ; he fays, that he himfelf had been ac Amboy, at New-York, and at Philadel-
phiay he fays, be wold Sir John Fielding that he had never {een the Prifoner ; that the
Prifoner heard him fay fo, and made him a bow: he afterwards faw the Prifoner in
another room, and the Prifoner beckoned to him, and he far down by him ; and then
he entered into a lile difcourfe, and afked him who he knew there? he mentioned
feveral people, particularly fome painters 3 and he told him, * you are not like che
other evidences, who have fworn talii.:l'_gr, but you are a gentleman, and I wifh it was
in my power to make you a fatisfaction,” and faid he fhould beglad o fee him in New
Frifon : he fays, at near four o'clock he wene there, he went into a corner berween the
two gates, and there he difcourfed a good deal with him about America, and defired
him 1o come again the next day. Lord Temple fent him, in confequence of this,
to Lord George Germaing and they both thoughe it material thac he fhould go to
the prifon. Accordingly he went again the next day, and had a good deal of dif-
courfe with the Prifoner; the Prifoner wld him he found he was an American by
principle, but what countryman was he ? He faid he was a Welthman ; “Why,” faid he,
« [ find you are interefted for America, however,” Then, he fays, he told the Prifoner
that he was married ac Amboy, and they talked abouc the witnels's family. He
waited uwpon him, he fays, from day to day, till the Bfteenth, and in the courle of all
thaz ume, nothing but general difcourle paffed upon the fubjelt of America ; but upon
the fifteenth he made material difcoveries; he then began, and he told him all the
pauiuulars. I do not mean that he told him all upon the Afteenth -ani:hru.ﬂ.ry:: but I
collected from his evidence, that the fubitance of what he has told you, all pafled fub-
fequent to the fourteenth of February ; and among other things, he afked him, “ Do
you know one Mr. Deane # he {aid no. * What not Mr. Deane, employed at Paris by
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the Congrefs !"—No. “What not Silas Deane !"—Neo—*¢ He is a fine fcllow; 1 believe
Benjamin Franklin is employed abour the fame errand.” And then he told him that he
had taken @ view of molt of the dock-yards and fortifications about England, and
particularly the number of guns in each fhip of the navy, and the weight of cheir me-
ial, and the number of men; and he faid he had been at Paris two or three times, 10
inform Silas Deane of the particulars of what he found in the dock-yards; tha Silas
Deane was srcatly pleafed with what he had done, and he acquainted Silas Deane in
whar manner the dock-yards were to be fet on frey and Mr. Deane was amazed he
could undertake to execute it in fuch a manner alone; but he told him he would do
more execution than he could imagint, or any |:crliun upon the face of the earth.
Deane afked him what money he wanted to carry his fcheme into execution? he faid
not much ; that he expeéted 1o be rewarded according to his merit.  Silas Deane,
however, he faid, gave him bills to the amount of 300l and letters to a great man, a
confiderable merchant in the city of London. In his difcourfe with the witnelz, he ex-
preffed his anxicry to know whether my Lord Cornwallis had been defeared in America ;
he faid he knew Wathingron perfonally, and belicved him 1o be abler than®General
Howe.  Thar he would warch and harrafs General Howe, and he was fure the Ame-
ricans would conquer this Winter § but the grand campaign was o be in the Summer.
He {aid he only ‘wantéd a few expericnced officers,” which he believed would be {up-
plied from France. That Silas Deane was appointed at Paris for that purpofe, and
10 buy ftores and ammunition ; ‘but as' to cannon ball, they had enough in America,
particolarly fomewhere in Maryland, o fupply all Evrope; and likewife pitch, tar, and
wirpentine,  Fle fays, from the feventh of February to the twenty-fourth,—he was with
hiim every {!:Lj.r. and muﬂl}r tWIcE {!a}r = the Prifoner told him Aong other [hing:, that
he arrived at Dover from Paris, and went to Canterbury. —Now here you fce appears
the materiality of the Canterbury evidence. That he went into a fhop at Canterbury,
antl” befpoke a machine ‘to be made which they called a Cannilter ; the malter w
whomt' he applied he faid was a ftupid fellow, and did not under(tand him ; but the boy
wasanore ingenious § though he was obliged to ftay by him o/ inftruét him. Now that boy
you fee has been called, and confirms this part of Baldwin’s evidence, by fwearing pofitive-
ly to the Prifoner being the man who came to his mafter's fhop, who belpoke the Cannil-
ter,—for Whom he madé the cannifter; and who took away the cannifter.  That the Pri-
foner told him he gave the boy fomething to drink, and then he went into a public-
hiouie with the cannifter vnder the brealt of his coat; that there wasa dragoon in
the ‘houfe with whem he had fome words, and thar the dragoon opened his coat 1o
fee what he had'in it.——The dragoon, you will recollet .1s called, and he confirms
this ftory, ‘noc direCtly, but in fuch a way, aslcaves you very lirtke room to doubt abouc
it; he does nor, you ‘will recolledt, fwear politively to fecing the adtval cannifter itfelf,
Bue he fiw fomething wnder the breail of the Prifoner®s coar thining and glittering
like tin: “and he mencions the circumftance of the Prifoner’s having -hﬁ a quarrel with
liis comrade, which the other dragoon alfo confinms him in, though both of them
fwear “catitionlly to ' the identity of ‘the Prifoner. . The witnels fays the Prifoner
told him -that from thence he ‘wene to Porefmouth, where he ook a lodging at
Mﬁ.}'andl's; and there he wried i preparations, . Now, gentlemen, 1 think [
am warranted in faying, that Mrs Boxell's evidence was wvery material, inalmuch,
¢ e himfelf, in his - difvourfe with the witnefs, has confirmed her twitimony in
the ftronpeft degree + for ficiclis him here what the told you before, that he was em-
ployed in Tier houfe “in preparing and in trying thefe combuftables. He goes on and
fays thattherc were matches made by a Theee of whited-brown paper being folded up
in ten'or twelve foldsy and he told Him this was the method in which he made them
iii‘{?tﬂ_h_i'-gh'-'be done over with a compolition of charcoal and gun-powder ; thae is &
fmall circutnftance as it paffes; but- you will' recolle@ it prefently, as being perhaps
material:~the charcoal he Tad mtiﬁ:rb; finely pounded - upon a colour-ftone, fuch as
pHinters ufe, ‘in order to make it effe€tual : ‘he faid the. paper muit be doubled before
wwas done, inorder t6 prevent fis cracking. Now there was .a witnels called after-
wirlls, ‘relative t ‘whar paffed “‘at” Briftel, who is a painter. You will recolleft
Tlovasdefirous that ‘he* fhould fieer ¢lear of dropping any thing about the cala-
mity that we have all heard of ar Briftel ; bmaii!i--w& ‘are not ‘now in - charity or
juiftice ‘ar liberey to fuppote, thar this Prifoner had any the remotelt conncétion
with what ‘happened (& Briftol, - But" the cvidence- was’ material in this way, to
o g | L P i Higs . ) i i A
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prove him at Briftol, merely for the purpofe of confirming that part of Baldwin's
evidence, where he faid the Prifoper told him he wene afterwards to Briftol, and
w prove him to have been with Mafon, the painter. It fhews too, that he knew
how to make this preparation, and that in fact he did himfelf apply to the painter o
grind charcoal upon a ftone, for fome purpofe or another; whar that purpele was is
no confideravion of ours, nor was that the view with which the evidence was called ;
bur however he knew that was the method of grinding charcoal, and therciore it con-
firms Baldwin,. in fome meafure, in this part of his relation.  The witnels fays he told
him that the gunpawder does pot require much grinding; that mighe be mafthed with
a koife, as painters mix vermillion: but they mult be very particular in mixing thele
twa bodies together; the charcoal is ground in water, then mixed up to the confift-
ency of new milk, and then with a imall brufl, the paper, thac is o make the march,
is painted over with it: and ir is fo mgnaged, that the march will ladt twenty-foue
hours.  You will imagine, [ dare lay, without my telling you, that it is material for
any perfon, who intends to carry into execution fuch a purpole as this, that it Mhould
not be exccuted wo foon; itis of importance that it thould be fome time about, in
erder to facilitate the party’s efcape; and therefore it is to be fo contrived, thatic s
pot inftantly to take fire. He told the witneds he lodged at Mrs. Boxell’s one nighe,
but fhe was a very impudent woman, for [he had opened his bundle during his ablence.
The tin machine, he faid, was a curious conftruétion of his own invention ; and in
that we all go along with him ; it moit certainly is a curigus invention ; and it is only
a pit}' that it was for fuch a Furpuﬁ:.. He told him he had a wooden box, which was
made with a hole in the center, to put a candle into ity and in that box he pur tar,
turpentine, and hemp. He faid the cannifter fitted the box fo well, that when the
candle was put in, nobody could perceive any lighe: then he told him, thac on the
fixeh of December, he went into the Yard, and gat into the hemp-houle, where there
was a deal of hemp, fo tight mateed, that he could hardly ger it aparc: thac he pulled
his coat off to work ar it; and then, after lightening the hemp, he placed the can-
nilter over the box with a [mall candle in ir. MNow, gentlemen, you will recollect
that Mrs. Boxell told you he was very delirous of having a candle, when he wene
away from her houfe, and that fhe told him he might take one as he went down (airs.
He faid he {prinkled fome turpentine about the hemp that was round jv; and when
he had done thae, it was fome time before he found his coats and when he found it,
there was a good deal of hemp fticking about it, which he endeavoured to ger off:
he then went out of the hemp-houle, and got into the rope-houfe; and he lawl down
a quare borele of {pirits of turpentine vpon its fide, with hemp in it initead of a
cork : he faid clofe to the hemp he laid a piece of paper, with dry gunpowder in it,
and to the paper, where the powder was, one of I|'II:£ matches ; and over the powder
he laid fome hemp lightly ftrewed, and a quart of turpentine poured all about it. Now,
gentlemen, if you believe che fadt, upen this account, to be fure it is impoffible to con-
ceive, that any man could take his meafures more effectually for doing complete mifchief.
He faid that as {foon as the fire of the match touched the powder, 1t would (e it all of
a blaze prefently ; and that by cutting thefe matches into pieces, it would anfwer o any
gime, fo thar he might malke his efcape. He told him, thar the nexe day, which was the
feventh, he went from Mrs. Boxells, and took two cther lodgings, one at a public
houfe, the other at a private houfe; and he wok particular potice before he wok the
lodgings, which houfes had the molt wood about them, and he faid he had thefe com-
l:_u,:l%ib es ready for ferting thofe two houles on fire, on the fame day that he fit fire o
the rope-yard, in order that he might keep the engines engaged : ke told the woman
at the lodgings he took on the Common, that he was going w0 Petershield, and begged
her 1o take care of his bundle—that bundle you have an account of, after that he went
inte the Docl-yard, in order to fer fire 1o the hemp-lLoufe, and the rope:houle, He
irft, he faid, went into the liemp-houfe, and f(truck a lighe; but the marches wese

very damp, and he could not gec the fulphur to take, and he watted in the trial the
whole bex full ef tinder, and blew at it till he almoit burne his lips: then he went
away from the hemp-houle, in defpair of letting fire o that, and procured fome better
matches; and he returned, and gor into the rope-houfe ; and then he fer fire to the
match that led to the powder. This is the account he gave of the manner in which
he perpetrated chis erime: he faid he had bought a halipenny worth of matches the
day before of a woman ; that woman, you fee, is called, in the fubfequent part of the evi-
dence, and confirms Baldwin in this circumitance oo of his relation. The day he
: put
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tut the preparations in, he faid he was fo long about it, that he was locked into the
hemp-houfe, and could not get out; he tried ar feveral doors, he went then up ftairs,
and pulled off his fhoes, and tried whether he could get out; finding that he could
not, he came back to the fame door, where hearing fomebody, iwcshgllmd; being
afked how he came there, he faid it was curiofity 3 a perfon on the outfide of the door
direfted him at laft which way he Thould get out; this too is confirmed fo far, thar a
perfon was locked in, but who that perfon was, is nor pofitively proved. He fid,
when he came out, he was much vexed that he could not fet the hemp-houle on fire;
and allo vexed becaufe he could not go o Pordimouth Common, where he had left a
parcel ; which, you will obferve, he told him, and it is very material, contained,
among other things, a piftol, an Ovid’s Metamorphofes, a book entitled The Art of
War, and making Fire-Works, and a paffport from the French king 3 all of which
you fee are found in it.  And in that paffpors, he faid, was his real name, which vexed
him more than any thing; but, however, as it was in French, he did not imagine that
the people at the lodging could read or underftand it; but he expreffed his furprize
that this bundle had not been found. He faid, after fetting fire 1o the rope-houfe, he
made the beit of his way towards London; and that he was fo forry he could not get
the matches to light, that he had a good mind to thoot at the windows of the woman
where he had them : he faid, that he burnt the bills and the lewer, (which you will
remember he told him before he brought over from Silas Deane) on account of the
behaviour of Mrs. Boxell, for he evidently fufpefted that fhe entertained fome doubt
of him; and, therefore, left the perfon to whom the letter was addreffed, or the bills
might lead to a difcovery, he prodencly burnt them all. He faid, foon after he left
the yard, he jumped into a care, and defired the woman to dnve quick ; this, youa
fee, is politively confirmed by the woman who drove the very cart; he rode in it two
miles, and gave her fixpence to go quick ; that he had near four miles to go before
he paflied the fentries, and therefore was very defirous of getting paft them ; and that
two minutes after he had pafied them, he looked back and faw the flames, and the
very clements feemed in a blaze; bhe walked all the way to London ; and in the road
between the laft fentry, and Kingfton, two dogs barked at him; he fhot at one of
them, and believed he killed or wounded him, The next morning, being Sunday, he
gor to Kingfton, and waited there till near dofk ; he then came 10 the ftage to Lon-
don, and waited upon the great man, the merchant in the city; and he told him thac
he had a lecter and bills upon him from Silas Deane at Paris, but which he had been
obliged to burn. The merchant, he faid, feemed very fhy of him, and faid he had
received no fuch accounts from Paris; he anfwered, that he might think what he
pleafed, but that he was an enemy to Great Britain, and a friend to America; and
that he had fet fire to the rope-houte at Portfmouth, which he would fee in the pa-
pers on Monday,  Baldwin faid he could not ger the name of the merchant from him,
but the Prifoner faid the merchant appointed to meet him at a coffec-houfe, and the
gentleman waited there accordingly for him ; they difcourfed a little together, but the
centleman feemed {till thy of him, and another gentleman in the coffee-houfe taking
particular notice of him, he did not care to ftop long : he was fo angry thar the gen-
tieman would not believe him, that he got wp and went to Hammerfmich, from
whence he wrote to him, and faid, he was going to Briftol, where he would hear more
of his handy works ; and you will remember there is a fubfequent evidence, Malon,
the painter, who tells you he {aw him at Briftol. He faid, he arrived ar Briftel a few
days before Chriftmas; that he gor leave of a painter there to grind fome charcoal
upon a colour-ftone of his, and that the painter took notice he was long abour ic:
that painter, you recolleét, has been called, who tells you rhac the Prifoner did appl
to him for the purpole of grinding charcoal upon a colour-ftone, and he did acco
ing fo grind it. Then the witnefs fays, that he gave an account of this from day to
day, to Lord Temple and Lord Gm:jse Germain, and he mentioned that the fifteenth
was the firlt day that the Prifoner difclofed any of the particulars to him. Now,
gentlemen, you fee from this man’s evidence, there is an exceeding clear, intelligible,
and confiftent hiftory given ; but if this account, clear and conliftent as it is, were un-
Tupported by other evidence, one might perhaps entertain fome doubts abour it; bue
where you find it confirmed in almoft every material piffﬂ?ﬁ, where you find it not con-
tradited in any one circumitance, you muft then, I think, feel it, when [o anthenticated,
to be a very ftrong body of evidence indecd,

Edward
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Edward Evans, who is one of the dragoons, fays, that he was at Canterbury from
Ottober till the frlt of February. But you will obferve, that he does not pretend to
fwear pofitively to the Prifoner; for e fays the man is much altered fince he faw
him, though he believes him to be the fame. He fays it was abour the ead of Oétober,
or beginning of Movember, that he Taw him there, and char too you fee is contradictory
to the other evidences 5 as to the precife time they do not agree, as I told you before 5
but, however, he agrees in this material article, which came from the Pniloner’s own
mouth to Mr. Baldwin, that he was there at the time when he had a quarrel with him ;
in faft, the witnels fays he had a quarrel with him, [I’upﬁoﬁng the Prifoner to be the

rfon) at Canterbury, and he then lays thar the Prifoner had on a brown furtout coa,

t he did not [re what was under his coat.

The next witnels is Fames WFilfow, the comrade of the laft witnefs, who was there
at the fame time, and who fays that he really thinks the Prifoner is the {ame perfon,
though he will not pofitively fwear to him, and that the drefs was the fame as be 15 in
now ; he remembers that there was a difpute between his comrade and him, and he
days he did obferve fomething white under his coar, which glittened ke tin.

Sokw Fifher, lives at Mr. Tuck’s at Canterbury, who is atin-man : he fays he thinks
he has feen the prifoner, and he believes it to be about lix or feven wecks before
Chriftmas that he faw him in his mafter's thop ; you fee they all vary a little as o the
time : he fays the Prifoncr ordered wo cannifters, and he ordered them to be made
of a long fquare fhape ; and one of them being produced now 1o him, he believes it
to be the fame; and he fays he does not know why the Prifoner did not take them
away, but he lefc them at their fhop : however, he fays, the Prifoner called once for
them, but they were not then compleated. Now, gentlemen, vpon this man's evi-
dence you will naturally make this oblervation, that the perfon, be he who he may,
that wanted this tin box, certainly wanted more than one, why he did not belpeak them
all at the fame fhop, cannot well be accounted for, unlefs it be that he thoughe fo
many at one placc might lead to fome fufpicion. However, the faét turns out to be,
that he did not (tay for thefe two being made, they were left behind, and he only
carried off that which has been found.

#illiam Baldy is next called ; and he proves the Prifoner not only in the Dock-yard,
but in this very building, on the feventh of December. The witnels fays he is a rope-make-
er, that he has feen the Vrifoner in the Dock-yard ; he fays he faw the Prifoner in the rope-
houfe on the lower floor, about a hundred yards from the calt end of it, on Saturcay
the feventh of December, between eleven and twelve o'clock ;3 which was the day of the
fire. He fays he faw the Prifoner come down from the upper part of it. Now that oo
confirms the ftory that Baldwin has told ; for the Prifoner faid he was firlt in the lower
part, that he could not get out there, and then he went into the upper part ; the witnefs
mentions an immaterial paffage, which 1 need not repeat to you, about picking up 2
fmall ftone, and he had a litde difcourfe with him: thae was only alked to fatsfy
you that he was fo long in converfation with this Prifoner, that he could not make any
miftake about his perlﬁn. bur that he was the man; he ftayed five or fix minutes with
him, and then left him: he fays he faw him about ten minutes or a quarter of an hour
after this at the ealt end of the fame floor coming down ftairs ; and then one William
Wefton being with the witnefs, the Prifoner faid to Wefton, “ How do you do #* holding
out his hands to him ; and he, thinking him to be an acquaintance of his, did not
ftay to hear his converfation with him, but went away. He clofes his evidence with
faying, thar, from fecing bim at thefe different times, he is cerrain he is the man.

William IWeften fays, that to the beft of his recollettion he faw the Prifoner in the
rope-houle. the day the fire was.—He had very little converfation with him at that
time ; butheis pO}:li\fE it was the fame man ; for he had feen him, he fays, feven weeks
before walking about in the Dock ; he did not however fee him come down ftairs -
thefe two witnefles then, as far as their evidence goes, prove him to have been in the
Daock-yard, and i this very building in the Dock-yard, upon the day when the firs
happened.

Edward
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Edward Carey, a lnipwright, fays, he was at Postlinouth. the day before the fire:
fand thac night he remémbers a perfon being fhut up in the rope-houfe;  he lieatd a
gerfon making a noife in the rope-houfe, who faid he was locked in, and defired him
to'1ét him oue; the witnefs faid he eoeld ‘nor, ‘and went de/ay ; o thag litele circom-
flance too, meationed by Baldwin, you'fee is confirmed by this witnefs; he remembers
a perfon being locked up'in the rope-houfe, but you Will cblerve thar he does not
pregend ‘to fay that perfon was the Prifoner. ' :

Then i Hopking is called. = She is'the woman that 'drove the cart that day from
Portimouth, into which you recolle€t he told Baldwin that he gor.. She fays [he faw
the Prifoner the day that the Dock was on fire ar about four or half an hour paft four
in the afternoon, At that time fhe was comiing from the mirket ; fhe faw him firlt be-
tween the Bull and Kingfton, fhe did not fee him tll he came .up clofe to her; he
ftopped her and afked her where The was going ¢ She faid, a litede way ; he faid he would
give her afiy thing to give him a lifr, for ke was going to Petersficld thac night, and
was afraid he thould be belated ; and entreated her to drive as faft as the could. . When
he came into the cart, fhe obferved he was much out of breath; fhe told him fhe was
to ftop to buy-a pair'of pateens ; the did accordingly ftop at a fhop ; fhe wis to pay
a thilling for them the Prifoner threw down fixpence, and then he faid, he withed he
could pct'd returned chaife ; and when fhe Ropped a little before the came to her owp
Houfe 1o give her horfe fome drink, he jomped out, and ran away along the London
road. * Now, with refpet to this evidence, to be fure, any perfon, totally uncon-
terned in‘any guiley deed, mi%h: be anxious to ger to Petersfield ;” might be afraid of
Being benighted ; might with her to drive very falt; all that might happen very na-
turally wit!ﬁau: any imputation upop the party ; but, as | faid before, you are to take
this cafe wich all its circomitances topether; and every Jictle circumitance weighs fome-
thing; and if you fhbuld trace the Prifonet to the very place, almoft to the moment
of the fire, if you trace him leaving the place immediately after, and being in this
ftate, out of breath, eager 1o ger ﬂ!ﬁ prefling the woman to drive on, anxious to get
a returned chaifc, jumping out, and running forward when fhe ftopped ; laying thefe cir-
cumitances tﬂg'erhl:r, with all the others, 1o be fure you will be Juﬁiﬁcd if you enter-
tain fome fufpicions abour his motive.  Bucall chis you will weigh, together with the
many various circumitances of the cale, ' x

. "Elizabetl Geitell Tuys, The Tives on Portfmouth Common. Shelfaw the Prifoner at
her houfe the day before the fire; he came there and afked her for o halfpenny worth of
matches. - That you fee, gentlemen, is another circumftance that has been proved
to you, - as coming from himfelf to Baldwin; that he bought a halfpenny worth of
matches of a woman at Portfmouth. -~ She fays he afked parcicularly if che macches
would take quick ? He took a bundle and tricd one or two of them, and then he fook
out fome moncy, and paid her a halfpenny.  She fays fhe is fure he is the fame per-
fon. Now, upon this evidence, it is for your confideration whether a man, going te
buy matches, would or would not fhew fuch an anxiery abour their being particularly
well made ; and there 15 one more obfervation, which [ would make to you, thae the
man who goes to buy a halfpenny worth of matches for his own ufe, is hardly fuch a
man as could afford to exprefs a defire of meeting with a poft-chaife to catry him to
Perersficld, ' '

The next witnels 15 Fabn Ilenden, who is a furgeon and apothecary. He fays, that as
far as human poffibility can go, the Prifoner is the perfon whom he faw ar Canter-
bury, three or four days before or after the twenticth of November; and that he is par-
ticularly clear that he 15 the man, becaufe he came to his fhop to buy two ounces of
{pirits of turpenrine, and a quarter of a pound of faltpetre.  Now, gentlemen, thefe
things you will feel a man might innocently buy, at the tme you are recollecting that
thel® materials have been found vpon the fpor, and that they are marerials n:n:!l'a.r]r
for combuftion,

Mary Bifhop fays, that the Prifoner was at her houfe at Canterbury, between Mi-
¢haelmas and Chriftmas; fo that fhe {peaks very waguely about the time; flie cannot
be politive when it was, but fhe remembers one circumitance (believing it to be the
Prifoner) that he told her he had been interrupted by, that is, thac be had had a quar-l
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rel with, a dragoon at the White Horle, and he told her in converfation, that he
came from America, on account of the dilturbances; but he alked her a material
queftion, and that was whether he could get 2 wooden thing made, which the did not
know what name to give w; but the wooden engine, that 15 produced, being fhewn
to her, fhe fays, upon her direéting him to fome man, who could make it for him,
that the faw fomething which a Mr. Overfhaw’s apprentice brought for the prifener in
the afternoon of the fame day, and that he pur it under his coat, \'-"in'lll'lg nat o have
it feen.  The counfel very properly afked the woman whar was become of the appren.
tice? becaule undoubtedly they ought not to have ltopped fhore, without calling the
apprentice 3 but the apprentice, fhe fays, is dead, thercfore we cannot have any clear-
er or fuller evidence upon this matter.  Then, vpon looking on this wooden maching,
the fays, it is as near, as fhe can guels, like that thing fhe faw brought o the Pri-

. Fobn Dalty is the perfon who apprehended the Prifoner, and he is called to prove
what he found upon him; he fays the prifoner had wpon him a piitol primed and
loaded with thot : he had a piliol tinder-box, which was allo primed; and he had a
fnuff-box full of tnder. Now, genclemen, thae is a liedle circomitance that is un-
common, a man's carrying about with him a piftol tinder-box o ftrike a light may
very well be; but he feldom carries more tinder than that pittol tinder-box will hold ;
for if ever you faw one of thefe, you muit know there is a part of it made w hold
tinder in; but, however, over and above that, he had a fnuff-box full of tinder, and
he had a powder-horn with lome gunpowder init. He fays, he had alio two bundles
of matches., You remember he was difcongented with the matches which he tried,
and went out of the Dock yard and bought others. '

Thomas Mafon fays, he lives at Briftol, and is by trade a painter, that the Prifoner
called on him the day after Chriftmas Day, and atked him to let him grind a piese of
charcoal upon his colour-ftene, which he did; this is only material 1o thew that he
was at Briltol, as Baldwin mentioned he was, and thar he knew, ip falt, whaeufe the
colour-ftone could be applicd to.

Then, gentlemen, the only remaining evidence is the contents of the bundle. The
bundle has been opened, and in it is found the paflport from the French King, about
which he exprefled fo much anxiety, lelt it fhould lead to a difcovery.  That pafiport
is dared the thirteenth of Nevember; it isin the common form, to grant him free per-
million to go out of ghe kingdom, and to continue in force for one month from the
date. Befides that, was Ovid’s Metamorphofes, and 4 Treatife of the arms and
engines of war and fireworks, and the Juitin, ghe books he mentioned to Baldwin,
and the piftol, and fome few other things, This, geotlemen, is all the evidence in
- fupport of the profecution. Y

The Prifoner has called no witne(Tes, hlﬁ\hc has refted his defence chiefly upon the
credic that you ought to give to the evidence of Baldwin ; becaule he fays, that a man
who was capable of drawing out this evidence from him, ought not to receive credic
in a court of juftice. Gentlemen, I have wld you before, and T ought to tell you
now, that, in point of law, there is no objection 1o this man’s telitimony; and from
the manner in which he came by the knowledge, which he has now furnithed us wich,
I do not fee that there was any thing which can Jead you to fuppole that Baldwin was
the firlt mover with him, or that he prevailed wpon the Prifoner to difclofe the
fecret ; but it (hould feem as if it came from the Prifoner himielf, though it was un-
doubtedly upon the idea that this man was his friend : becauls, if you do not fuppofe
that, you mult fuppolc him madder than any man thar ever was burn, He certainly
thoughe him his friend, and he therefore did difciofe all cthis to him.

Gentlemen, one has only to fay farther, that if this point of honour was to be o
ficred, as that a man who comes by knowledge of this fore from an offender, was not
to be ac liberty' to difelofe ir, the moft attrocious criminals would every day efcape
punithment ; and therefore it is, that the wildom of the law knows nothing of that
point of honour; if the man is a legal witnels, you are bound to receive his teltimony ;
giving it, however, that weight only which rKu'l.Hhink it deferves: for it 1s always in the
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breatt of the jury, to conlider of the degree of credic they will give to every witnefs,
Let him be in all lightsa legal witnefs, you are flill to be the judges of his credic ; if
you think that a man, becaule he liftened to chis tale fo many days, and difclofed it as
he heard it, to the great officers of ftate, and has difclofed it now in a court of juftice,
is a man to whom belief cannot be given, in that cafe to be fure you will fec afide his
teftimony : buc if you fee no ground to fuppoie that the man has fpoke untruth, you
cannot then rejeét his teftimony.

Gentlemen, the trial has lafted already very long ; the fumming up has alfo been
long. I have endeavoured, as | have gone on, 1o lay togedher fome of the many cir-
cumitances of this cale for your confideration; and I do affure the Prifoner, as well as
you, that if I had found mylelf enabled in my confCience to have flated any thing mare
favourably for him, 1would have been the firlt to have done it.  Buc I am fitcing here
to do equal juftice between the public and the Prifoner ; and | was therefore bound to
make thofe obfervations which | have dore, becaute they ftrike my confeience, as bein
neceflary and material. [ thank God, however, gentlemen, that you are to Judge rﬁ
thefe circumitances ; you are to lay them all together, and draw your conclufion from
them ; and if you believe thac chere is fuch a train following one anocher, Ihad almoft
faid fo irrefiltibly, as that you cannot doube that in the firit place the fire did happen by
thefe combuftibles, and then thac the Prifoner was the perfon who laid thole com-
buftibles there, 1fhould fuppofe you can have no doubr but that he fer this building
on fire wilfully and malicioufly. 1f on the other hand you fhould feel, though there are
a great number of circumitances tending in lome degree to the proof of the faét, that
your minds are not fatisfied that it comes home to the Priloner, if you are of that opi-
nion, you ought to exercife the jurildiction which you have, and acquit the Prifoner.

I will fay one thing more, and only one; you are bound by your oaths to give a
true verdi-S{ ; and if the circumitances of the cale appear to you decidedly ftrong, youw
will of courfe give your verdict on that fide on which they preponderate ; bur if youw
thould think that they are ftill fo doubtful, as that you cannot fatisfy your minds this
was the very man who did the fact, in that cale, in favour of life, you ought to acquit
him.

The fury almaft immediately promounced the Prifoner, GUILTY.

The Prifoner was then affed, in the ufual form, what be bad to fay why femtence of Death
Boudd nat be paffed upon bumy to which be replied, ** 1 have™ 2s-db oty ¥
: e A vay
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S a0 B N G E,

Mr. BARON HOTHAM.

Prfﬁ: M,

You have been indicted, tried, and convifted of a cnme, which the law of this
country has thought fic to make capital, and now the moft painful moment that I
have undergone in the courfe of this trial is arrrived ; for it is my duty 1o pafs upon
you thae dreadful fentence. 1 fhall not incerrupe thofe feelings, which 1 trult you
have, by ralking to you of the enormity of the offence, which you have commirtred ;
becauie it is impoffible for me, or any man who hears me, to add a word by way of
agpravation to it: and it has this in particular about it, that ic cannot have been
commizeed trom any motives of Pr]'mtl: malice, revenge, or lucre. Tt can have pro-
ceeded only from a general malignity of mind, which has broke out in a defire and a
deflign, not only to ruin one devoted individual, bue to involve every one of this
audicnce, nay the whole Englith nation, perhags. in immediate ruin. You cannot
therefore be furprifed that che law has thoughe fic to punifh fuch a crime with death.
You can as litdle be furprifed, if, after you have been convicted upon the clearclt evi-
dence of this offence, I can give you no hope of pardon. * It is impoffible for me to fay a
word in your behalf : and therefore I muit entreat and conjure you, in the molt folemn
manner, to prepare yourfelf during the few Jdays you have to live, o meet the great
God in another world, and to afk him there for that pardon, which you could not
receive in this ; there it will be worth receiving : and atrocious as your crime has
been, fhort as the time is that you have to live, a fincere repentence now on your part,
may, and I hope in God will procure you mercy at his hands. 1 fay all this not to
taunt or diftrefs you in your prefent unhappy fitvation, but merely from motives of
humanity and religion. For you cannot be fuffered to live in this world; you muft
dic, and that within a very few days. And therefore, before you go into eternity, for
your foul’s fake, do what you can, that that eternity may be an eternity of blifs inftead
of milery. I have only now to pronounce the painful 4 lentence of the law which Iam
bound to do, and 1 accordingly adjudge and order that you be hanged by the neck
until you fhall he dead, and 5‘.: Lord have mercy upon your foul.

Prifener., My Lord, 1 am exceedingly well fatished.

* The Prifoner faid, *° I do not look for it my Lord.™
+ When his Lordihip mentioned the word pedafil, the Prifoner faid = g™
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e e voluntary Confeffion of Fames Aitken, commonly called Fobn the

Cityof Winchelter, L 8iiers nowo g Prifoner in the Connty Gasl of Seuthampton, and

3 T umder Sentence of Death, for burning ibe Dock-yard at Porifmeuth
taken this Twenty-eightl Day of March, 1777 5

SJ\ITH, that he was born at Edinburgh, the 28th of September, 175z, his mo-
ther now living, as he believes. Curiofity led him to Virginia, in America, avthe
age of twenty-one, as an adventurer to feck his fortune.—Left America in March,
1975

In Oétober, 1775, by the name of James Bofwell, inlifted a private foldicr in the
thirty-fecond regiment at Gravefend—marched to Chatham next day, from whence he
foon deferted ; was not concerned in the fire in Temple-Street, Briftol, nor privy to it
—Broke into Mr. Morgan’s warehoufe ar Briftol alone ; no perfon concerned with him
inthat, or any other accident, thar enfued in that city —He intended to fet fire to two
houles in Portfmouth, in ofder 1o employ the engines, whillt the fire might fpread in
the rope-yard.—Broke into Mr. Morgan'’s warehoufe at Briftol, in order to burn i,
that the engines might be there employed, whillt the thipping were burning and the
quay, for which purpofe, he left a highted candle burning in the faid warchoufe; and,
becaule thar bre did not ke effeft, he afterwards fer fire to the warehoufe in Quay-
lare, by getting over the top of the door.—Mz. Deane told him, when the work was
done (meaning burning the Dock-yards at Portfmouth, Woolwich and Briftol har-
bour, but not the houles) he fhould make his efcape, and come, if poffible, to him
at Paris, and he fhould be. rewarded. As a reward, his own expeétations prompted
himte hope, that he fhould be preferred to a commilfion in the American army.

When after fetting fireto the rope-yard, heleft Pordmouth (to wit) the next night,
being Sunday—he reached London, and went to Doftor Bencraft, No. g, Downi
ftreet, Weltminiter, 1o whom he had a verbal recommendation from Mr. Deane, m 5
gave him at Paris the Doétor's name in writing, and place of abode; but the Doéor
would give him no countenance, and therefore did not relate the particulars of the mif-
‘chief he had done to him, but hinted to him, that he would foon fee or hear by the
papers of an extraordinary accident that had happened.

And heafterwards wrote fuch an sccount in a“letter to him, which he left himfelf at
the Doétor’s houle with a perfon who came 1o the door, which for the fake of truth he
relates, and withoutintention of cafting any flur on the %m&er of an innocent man.

That he faw the Doftor the day following in the Salopian coffee-houfe, dnd told him
that he would do all the prejudice he could to this kingdom ; w which the Dodlor re-
plied, * he could not be of opinion with him in that refpeét, for that he got his bread
in this kingdom, and therefore would not be concerned with him,” And feeing chat
the Doftor did not approve of his conduét, he hoped he would not inform agais?l%‘him,
to which the Doétor faid, * he did not like to inform againit any man.” When ac
Paris, he was aflifted by Mr. Deanc with twelve fix livre piecgs ; he afked for no mare,
neither did he receive from him any Bank bill, draft or note whatever,

After leaving London (to wit) at High Wycombe, he broke into a houfe, and took
away a few linens, confifting of c:p;,-;Elqudk:rchi:fs, but nothing of value, He then
went to Oxford, from thence to Abingdon, where he attempted to break into two
houfes, filverfimiths or warchmakers, but without effect. From thence he went to
Fairford, where he broke into a houfe, and took from thence a number of ftockings
and handkerchiefs, and a metal watch, and near fifty fhillings in Glver and halfpence
the watch he pledged for fixteen fhillings, in the name of James Hill, ata pawnbrokers
in Caltle-ftreer Briftol.  After this, withour attempting any thing, but having prepared
{ume of his ingredients, he went from Briftol to Plymouth, with intent to fet fire to
the dock-yard there; twice he reached the top of the wall, but the watchmes bei
near, he could hear them talk together, efpecially the laft night, therefore he defifted ;
he never commirtted, or attempted to commit any robbery, but when he was like 1o
be drove fhort of moncey. -
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