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TRI .4 L

OF THE LATE

GOVERNOR PICTON.

Court of King’s Bench, Westminster, Feb. 24, 1806.

. TR— .

‘Tie King (for Louisa Calderon) versus Truonas Picron, Esq.

e ———

The Indictment charged the Defendant, being in His Majesty's
service, as his Governor of the Island of Trinidad, in the
West-Indies, with having in the Month of December, 1801,
unlawfully, maliciously, and without any probable cause,
INFLICTED THE TORTURE a Louisa
Carorron, a free Mulatto Girl of that Island, and one of
his Majesty's Subjects, then under the age of Fourteen Years,
by having her Foot placed on a sharp Wooden Spile, fixed
¢n the Ground, and her Body suspended by a Rope tied round
her Wrist, and fastened by Pullies to the Ceiling.

Tlere were other Counts in the Indictment, charging the offenca
in various forms, to which the Defendant pleaded NOT

GUILTY. ~ e ———
COUNSEL FOR TOHE PROSECUTION,
Mr. Garrow, Mr. Apam, and Mr. Harrisox.
FGR THE 'D'EF'E?Z'D!.HT,

Mr. Darras and Mr. Laws.

Tlﬂ?leadings on the part of the Prosecution, were opened
in the wsual form, by Mr. Harrison, junior Counsel, and the

Case by Mr. Garrow, as follows:—

-M&Y it please your Lordship,—Gentlemen of the Jury,

I am sorry this most painful task has devolved on me bér the

removal of a learned person (Lord Erskine) from this Court

to an exalted station, in whose more able hands it would be

so much better condueted; hutadeyri?ed of the advantage of
. :
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that Noble Personage's greater abilities, it-becomes my duty
to lay before you a staterment of thesingular and horrid trans-
action which is the subject of this prosecution; and, although
I shall acquit myself zealously of the obligation imposed upoa
me, to bring to light and condign punishment, an offence so
flagrant as that charged upon the Defendant, yet much more
happy should I be, to find that there is no ground upon which
the cﬂarge can be supported, nor do I wish to impress your
minds with any consideration which would draw a reluctant
verdict of Guilty from you; and I should bestill more happy,
that the British character was not stained by the adoption of
such cruel measures asare alleged in this indictment.

The Defendant, Thomas Picton, was the representative of
our Sovereign, and the Governor of Trinidad, one of the
Spanish dependencies, which had surrendered to the British
arms. The benignant code of laws which had prevailed in the
island, were, unhappily, cruelly innovated under his adminis-
tration. He abused his station, and disgraced his country ;—
and if the facts which I have to state, are true, of which I have
no doubt, he is the subject of horror and detestation; he has
inflicted the torture on one of His Majesty’s subjects, in order
to gratify his own tyrannical disposition, and oppress the in-
dividual, ;

In the year 1797, when the island of Trinidad surrendered
to the British arms, under the gallant veteran, Sir Ralph
Abercromby, the Defendant was appointed Governor, by that
brave Officer, and the island was to be governed by its own
laws, which were to be adopted by the Defendant, until His
Majesty’s pleasure should be known upon that subject. These
were a code of laws, ameliorating the old laws of Spain,
and were well calculated for the protection of the subject.

Louisa Calderon, the Prosecutrix, in the vear 1800, then
about 12 ?eam of age, was seduced from her mother, by a
person of the name of Pierre Reuz, with whom she afterwards
continued to live as his mistress. However strange this may
appear to Inglishmen, yet in some of the West-India Islands,
and many other parts of the world, from the.climate and con-
stitution, young women frequently become mothers, at the
age of twelve years. Inthe casual absence of Reuz, in the
year 1801, an intimacy took place with one Carlos Gonzales,
who took an opportunity of robbing the house of Reuz, of a
large quantity of dollars. In consequence of this, Carlos Gon-
zales,  Lowisa Calderon, and her mother, were taken into
custody on suspicion, and underwent an examination before
Mensicur Beggorat, the magistrate, Louisa, whether from

-
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affection for Gonzales, or from the consciousness of her own
innocence, persisted in a denial of any knowledge whatever on
the subject.
Upon this, application was made to Governor Picton, who
ordered this bloody sentence: :
“ Inflict the Torture on Louisa Culderon.”
(Signed)
THOMAS PICTON.
No delay was given to the execution of this decree; the
unfortunate object against whom it was pronounced, was
handed over to the gaoler. She was here told that if she
would confess, there might be some alleviation of her misery ;
but, on the contrary, ber death was on her own head : and to
impress it stronger on her mind, he adverted to the cases of
two or three Negro women, who suffered the same punish-
ment, ona charge of witcheraft, ashort period before. This,
is the first instance of which I have ever heard of a British Go-
vernor resorting to the torture, as a punishment for witcheraft ;
this sort of punishment, is miscalled picketting. The old
method of picketting was used in the army, and consisted of a
spike of wood, on which the culprit soldier was obliged to
stand, but then he had something 1o rest on; but the instru-
ment in question is quite difterent, and, I hope, in future, it
will be ealled Pictomng, and not picketting, for the Defendant
certainly has the honour of being the sole inventor. Upon this
instrument of torture, consisting of a sharp wooden spike,
fixed in the ground, this unhappy girl was placed, her right
foot resting on the spike, while she was suspended by a rope,
tied round the wrist of her left arm, and passed through a puEI(Jey
fixed in the ceiling of a room, the other hand and foot were
tied together. In this position, suflering the most excruciat-
ing tortures, she continued for fifty-three or fifty-four minutes,
as calculated by the Magistrate's watch, who was present the
whole time, in order to prevent its continuance for more than
an hour; alleging, that the English laws did not permit a subject
to be tortured longer. j
This operation not proving effectual in extorting a con-
fession, in less than twenty-four hours after, she was again
tied up in the same manner, and so continued for a space of 22
minutes, till she swooned away with excessive pain. Al these
diabolical experiments were irvesistable, and she at last confessed
that Gonzales had committed the robbery. '
From the torture, she was then put immediately into irons,
and confined in a miserable apurtment, where she could not
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stand upright, and there remained for the space of eight
months, until a short time previous to the arrival of Colonel
Fullarton, by whom she was liberated, and brought to
England. b

[The learned Cowasel here produced a drawing in water-
colours, in which the situation of the sufferer, &ec. was de-
scribed. He then proceeded :]

It appears to me, that the case, on the part of 1thc proseciis
tion, will be complete when these facts are established in evi-
dence: but I understand I am to be told, that thouzh the
highest authority in this country could not practise this on the
humblest individual, yet, that by the laws of Spain it can be

rpetrated in the island of Trinidad. I shall venture to
assert, that it it were written in characters impossible to be
misunderstood, that if it were the acknowledged law of Trini-
dad, it could be no justification of a British Governor. No-
thing could vindicate such a person but the law of imperious
necessity, to which we must all submit.

It was his duty to impress upon the minds of the people of
that colony, the great advantages they would derive from the
benign influence of British jurisprudence; and that in con-
sequence of being received within the pale of this Government,
torture would be for ever banished from the island. It is,
therefore, not sufficient for him to establish this sort of apologv;
it is, required of him to shew, that he complied with the insti-
tutions under the circumstances of irresistible necessity. This
Governor ought to have been aware, thiat the torture is not
known in England ; and that it never will be, never can be,
tolerated in this country,

The rack is utterly unknown to the law of England,
though once, when the Dukes of Essex and Suffolk, and other
Ministers of Henry V1. had laid a design to introduce the civil
Iq.w into this kingdom, as the rule of Government, for a begin-
ning thereof they erected a rack for torture, which was called
in derision the Duke of Essex’s danghter, and still remains in
the Tower of London, where it was occasionally used as an
engine of State, not of law, more than once in the reign of
Queen Elizabeth. But when upon the -assassination of Vil-
liers Duke of Backingham by Felton, it was proposed in the
Privy Council to put the assassin to the rack, i order to dis-
cover his accomplices, the Judges, being consulted, declared
unanimously, to their ownhonour, and the honour of the En-
glish law, that e such proceeding was aflowable by the laws. of
Lngland.

N
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It cannot be imputed to Governor Picton that he was such
a fool as to suppose the torture could ever be usefnl in the dis-
covery of truth, as has been most ably stated by Mr. Justice
BrackstoNE to be in its very nature that which would make
the unhappy sufferer accuse any body, or even accuse iiself
falsely from theexcess of pain and horvor : it has been matter of
calculation how much torture a person of a given firmness of
nerve could bear before he shoujd begin to say any thing that
is asked of him in order to be relieved ; it 1s therefore 2 waste
of time to discuss the point as to torture being an instrument to
procure truth, iudeed, the absutdity of it is so great, that even
Spain itseif, and other countries where it has been prevalent,
have become ashamed of it, and have disused'it for many years.
But, what will you sav if I prove to you, by many wilnesses,
that so far is torture from being the daily practice 1 I'rinidad,
that it was uever used there by any body but Governor Picton
himself; that he has the merit of its introduction; that the
instrument which resembles that, which by way of infamy is
called the “ Duke of Essea’s Danghter,” had no existence until
General Picton cursed Trinidad with its presence; that it was
an instrument never known in that country until a British
Governor introduced it—the Representative of the Sovereign
of this mighty empire—who thus sullied the British character,
always so famed for its humanity.

Gentlemen, if T present this case to you in this light by proof,
as I am assured I shall—if I prove to you that there is no such
law as that by which any torture can be inflicted—that there
was no instrument by wﬂich torture could have been infitted
until General Picton brought it into Trinidad—if I prove that
this punishment of torture has been inflicted on this poor help-
less young Girl—if I prove, in the hand-writing of General
Picton himself, the bloody order for its infliction, I shall leave
the General absolutely without the shadow of a cause to defend
him. Gentlemen, the date I gave you of this transaction is
some time removed from the present time, and may be said
to be far removed from it, being 1801.—It became expedient
in the minds of His Majesty’s Ministers, to intrust certain
powers of investigation and direction, to Commissioners ap-
pointed for that purpose; one of those was Colonel Fuu-
LArRTON, who took much trouble to discever many evils which
required a remedy, and this among them. This scene being
disclosed to him, he felt it his duty, a duty he owed to the
British character and to common humanity, to bring it for
enquiry, as it is now, before you; for whigh, I think, his coun-
try is indebted to him,
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Gentlemen, T have seen the unhappy victim of this cruelty;
I saw ler this nioruing, in a room which I entered by mistake,
thinking it was one 1 which a cousultation was to be held.—
She shall be presented to you, and you shall hear her tale.
Gentlemen, 1 shall hear, with as much patience and attention,
and with as much real pleasure as any man in Court, the ad-
dress which will be delivered to you on the behalf of the
Defendant, by my excellent and most eloqgent friend, Mr.
Darras.  But I shallstate to vou with CDl]t[l]{lEi]ﬂE, notwith-
standing any address that can be made to you, that I shall
obtain your verdict. [ ask not of your passions, but of your
Justice, a verdict of guilty against this Defendant ; although you
must feel that while you give it, vou put one of your fellow
subjects, of high rank, in an horrible sitnation, yet you feel
it to be your duty, and therefore, whatever the consequence
may be to the individual, you will discharge that duty to
Your country.

Witnesses for the Prosecution.

Louvisa CarperoN was then called. She appeared about
etzhiteen vears of age; isa Mulatto or Creole, ofa very genteel
appearance and interesting countenance, was dressed in white,
with a turban tied on in the costume of the country. Her per-
son was slender and graceful. ‘She spoke English but very in-
differently, aud was examined through the medium of a Spanish
interpreter.

Louisa Calderon sworn, (examined by Mr. ddam.)
Were you at Trinidad in 1708 °—4. Yes.

Q. Were you acquainted with Pierre Reuz P—A. Yes.

€. Did you live in his house ?—4. Yes,

Q. Were yon there when the Defendant was Governor of
the island 7—4. Yes.

Q. Do you remember a robbery committed in the house of
Pierre Revz?—4. 1 do.

Q. Were voususpected of committing that robbery 2—4. I
was, and also Carlos (Gonzales.)

Q. Do you remember his being apprehended ?—4. Yes.

Q. Were you, and your mother, also taken up ?—4. Yes,
the same night.

). Before whom were you carried 7—4. Before Governor
Picton.

Q- Did he order you to be committed to prison?—A. Yes.

Q. Under what guard were you conveyed thither 7—.1. By
thiee soldiers. |

Q. "I'o what apartment of the prison were you consigned r—
A. To the women's side,
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R. Before you were sent there, what did the Defendant tell
i};ﬂu P—A. That if I did not confess, the hangman was to put

is hand upon me,

Q. Do you know a person of the name of Beggorat >~ 4. Yes.

Q. Is be an Alcalde (magistrate?)—A4. Yes; he came to
me in prison, and examined me frequently as to the
robbery. '

Q. Was there an Escrivano {notary,) of the name of Francisco
de Castro, who also attended ?—4. Yes.

Q. After some examinations were you carried into a room
where there was a picket erected in the gaol ?>— 4. Yes. -

Q. What is the nature of that instrument of torture 2 Can
you describe it? (Here the learned Counsel, handed to her a
drawing of her posture on the rack,) Louisa, is that any thing
like it >—4. Yes, Sir, exactly,—~This hand (holding up her
left) was tied up so, and this hand (the right) and this foot
(passing her left foot behind the right leg) were tied together.
They put me first on one side, and then on the other.

Lord ErrexporouvcH objected to the exhibition of thi
drawing to the Jury, until Mr. Dallas, on the part of his client,
permitted it to be shewn to them. The examination then pro-
ceeded.

Q. The first time they tied you up, they tied you by the
left hand >—4. Yes.

: ?1 And the left foot tied to the right hand >—4. Yes, the
rizht.
“Q. Then the left hand was tied byarope ?—A4. Yes.

Q. Was the rope fixed to the ceiling, or made fast to a
pulley >—4. A pulley. :

Q. What was your right foot put on?>—4, On a spike, in
this manner (describing it by her attitude,) the toe resting on
the sharp point of the spike.

Q. How long did you remain tied up in this situation e 4,
Three quarters of an hour,

Q. Were you upon the spike all that time ?>—.4. Yes,

Q. Were you at any time drawn up by the rope connected
with the pulley >—A. Yes.

Q. Had you seen any persons in the same unbappy condi.
tion before?’—.4. Yes, two others.

Q. What was the eflect of this torture?>—4. T was in great
agony, and, after it, my wrist and foot were very much
swelled.

Q. Were you asked to make confession of the robbery,

' B
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before you were tied up:—A. Yes; Beggorat enquired if
would declare who took the money.

Q. Were you sworn, before the torture was applied 7—
A. No; but the holy cross was held up before me.

Q. Did you confess®>—4. Yes; after I was suspended, I
said Carlos took the money.

[Several questions were then proposed as to the time the
punishment was inflicted, which appeared to be about Christ-
mas, and by subsequent interrogatories, it appeared she was
taken into the gaolers room, where she saw Carlos, to learn
if she had herseﬁ taken the money. ]

Q. Where did you go after you left the gaolers room ?—
A. To the same apartment where I had been suspended. 1
was kept there all night.

Q. Were you putin irons >—A. Yes, in grillos (fetters for the
legs.

EQ.} Describe what these grillos are ?—A. They are formed
of an iron bar fastened toa piece of wood, to which are attached
two rings to receive the legs.

[A g:awing of this instrument was then produced, which
the witness said was an exact representation of the griflos.]

Q. Were you put upon the picket next day’—d4. Yes,
upon the same instrument, and in the same manner ; it was i
the morning.

Q, How long were you kept upon it?>—A4. Twenty-two
minutes.

Q. Was there a watch to shew the time ?—4. Yes.

Q. Whe was present ~—4. Alvarez Beggorat, Francisco de
Castro, and Rafae] an Alguazil, (constable) were present.

Q. With which arm was you tied up on the second day 7—
A. By the right, and the operation reversed. I was so sus-
pended that 1 could just touch the spike by extending my
toe.

Q. By Lord Ellenborough. Were your feet without shoesor
stockings >—.4, Yes, they were naked.

Q. What effect did the rack prodouce on you >—A. I fainted
twice whilst on the rack.

Q- Was you taken down before or after your fainting >—
A. 1do not recollect, for I wastotally insensible.

Q. Were you again putin irons >—A. Yes, in the grillos the
same eveuing.

Q. How long were vou in thisstate >—A4. All the time I was
in prison, during eight months.

Q. Arethere any marks of the injury you received, now ap-
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parent on your person >—.A4. On my wrists there are, but none
on my feet.

[The witness now exposed the seam or callus, formed ou
her wrists in consequence of the torture. ]

To some questions, on the cross-examination by Mr. Dallas,
she said, that she did not know how long she had been re-
leased before she was brought over; that she came with Co-
lonel Fullarton, and that she had been maintained by Mr.
White, of the T'reasury.

Don Rafael Chandos, sworn, (assisted by the interpreter)
said, that he was an Alguazil, in the island of Trinidad, in the
year 1801 ; that he returned from the interior of the country
on the 224 of December, and saw Louisa Calderon in gaol;
that they were then giving her a glass of water, after bringing
her down from the torture. She was supporting herself on a
table; it was about seven o'clock in the evening. Beggorat
desired witness to bring Carlos up, and told IL[ler, that she
must. repeat to Carlos what she had said to him. After this
interview, at which nothing transpired, she was instantly put
in the grillos, and in the same reom in which she had sulfered
the torture. 'The apartment was like a garret, with sloping
sides, and the grillos were so placed, that, by the lowness of
the room, she could by no means raise herself up during the
eicht months of her confinement. On the 23d of December
she was again put to the torture, between eleven and twelve in
the morning, and she remaiued in this situation twenty-two
minutes by the watch.

['The witness here examined the drawing, and described the
ition much in the way it had been before represented, angd
then added :]

She fainted twice in his arms. Beggorat sent vinegar to
the executioner, to administer to her in this situation. T'here
was no advocate appointed to attend on herbehalf, and no
Surgeon to assist her.  No one but a negro belonging to
Bullo the gaoler, to pull the rope. As soon as she was taken
down she was put into the grillos. 'T'he witness had seen her
sister bring her victuals, but never noticed the admission of
her sister or her friend inte the gaol, The witness had been
four or five years in the post of Alguazil. He never knew
the torture intlicted in the Island until the arrival of the Da-

B2
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fendant. There had been before no instrument for the pur-
pose. The first he saw was in the barracks among the sol-
diers. Before Iouisa Calderon, the instrument had been
introduced into the gaol perbaps about six months. The first
serson he saw tortured in Trinidad was by direction of the
i')efrndan t, who said to the zaolor, * Go and felich the black
man to the picquet guard, and put him to the torture.” After
the eight months confinement, both Carlos and Louisa were
discharged.

On his cross-examination, by Mr. Laws, he said, that
Carlos was discharged at the time the Judge ordered him to
bring the money; that he went from the Island, he did not
know by whose orders, and that he took his passage for
Margarita.

Don Juan Montes, sworn.—Ie said that he was acquainted
with the hand-writing of the Defendant, and proved the docu-
ment containing the order of the torture, expressed in these
terms:

“ Appliqua la question a Louise Calderon ;” i.e. * Apply
the Torture to Louisa Calderon.”
(Signed)
“THOMAS PICTON.”

- Tt appeared that this order was written at the bottom of a
requisition by Beggorat stating, that Louisa Calderon had pre-
varicated in her account of the robbery; that Beggorat was
persuaded she would discover the truth h{' means of a slight
torment, but that he was not invested with power to inflict it,
and therefore, praying his excellency to order the same.

After some obhservations from My, Dallas, which were
answered by Mr. Garrow, the Lord Chief Justice ruled, that

the application of the Alcade Beggorat, which led to the issue
of this order, should be read.

Mr. Lowten then read the representation of this officer,
advising, that slight torture should be applied, and giving the
result of the proceedings, in the examinations Louisa Calderon

had undergone. The mstrument was countersigned by Fran-
cisco de Castro.

Mr. Garrow—* Then follow, my Lord, the service of the
order, and the acts of torment.”

Lord Ellenborongh—" Does it appear, that the Defendant
was acquainted with the subsequent proceeding *”
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Mr. Garroie—** I do not want it."”

Mr. ilarrison now proceeded with the examination of Don
Juan Montes, who said, he had known the island of Trinidad
since 1793. Thatthe torture was never introduced, until after
the conquest of the island, and was then practised by order of
the defendant. It was first used with the military in 1799,
and two years afterwards in the gaol.

Mr. Garrow said, that he had more witnesses to produce,
if necessary, of the first respectability; but from regard to the
time of the Court, he should here close the case on the part of
the Crown, unless it should be required by the Counsel for the
defendant, that it should be proved that General Picton was
Governor of the Island.

Mr. Dallus agreed to admit that fact.

Lord Ellenborongh said he thought the evidence was suffi-
cient on these poiuts.

Here ended the Evidenca for the Prosecution.

1 1 HE
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THE DEFENCE.

Mr. Dallas, in stating the defence of bis client, observed,
that this case had certainly not been spared in point of
statement, or in point of proof, and it now became his duty
to address the Court and Jury on behalf of Governor Picton.
It had not been a matter of choice with him to defend this
indictment ; there were so many in the daily practice of the
Court, who could much better defend it, he having ceased
to attend regular for some time. If the determination had in
any degree rested with himself, it might have been otherwise ;
but, unfortunately, he could not persuade Governor Picton,
that there were several others much more fit to conduct his
cause, in every particular, except a most anxious wish to be
of service to him.

He hoped, therefore, he would not be misunderstood,
when he observed, that he was greatly detered, from the
many difficulties in which the case was involved, and its un-
popularity ; but he should look it boldly in tne face; and
when it was considered how much General Picton had at stake,
it must necessarily engender in the mind of every man an ex-
traordinary degree of anxiety.

This case was of a very novel and extraordinary nature
whether considered in a public or individual light; in the
former respect nothing was more important, than that great
powers, vested in any one person, should not be abused; and
in the other, that malice should not be attributable to an indi-
vidual, while merely discharging his duty,
~ From the manner of stating and proving this case, from
- the exhibition of pictures, he was aware it must have created
unpleasant sensations, and sensations unfavourable to the
Defendant.  From the laws of this conntry, whose chief
characteristic is their mildness and humanity, the result of
its habits made it most diflicult to wean the mind of an English
Jury to the difference in other countries; but whatever were
the feelings they had imbibed, he trusted, that, confining their
attention to the case, they ultimately would pronounce a dis.
crect, calm, and dispassionate verdict,



15

General Picton was invested, not only with the chief civil,
but military command. A robbery had been committed of
great magnitude, which, in this country, would have amounted
to a capital offence; and, by the mild and mercifnl laws of
England, the offenders would have lost their lives. 'Where
a robbery has been committed in a dwelling-house here,
however painful to the Judge, he cannot interfere to save
the life of the criminal, but the crime is expiated by an ig-
nominons death. Under such circum:tances, imform a
was laid before Governor Picroxw, at the Government-house,
and the parties were brought before him; and the Prose-
cutrix appearing involved in a suspicion, was committed for
the purpose of being examined, In the regular course, by
Beggorat the chief Magistrate, in order to ascertain whether
she was an accomplice or not.

In the course of the proceedings, reference was had to the
Criminal Judge, and every fair means used to induce her to
confess; and it was not till after repeated equivocations, that
he made this representation of her concealing the truth, and
mtimating the experiment of a slight torture; the suggestion
of Beggorat was acquiesced in ; and this was said to be cither
premeditated or implied malice in the Governor, to which not
one tittle of evidence had been adduced; and, therefore, with
respect to malice, it was out of the question ; as from the ante-
cedent committal, to the subsequent discharge, it did not a
pear that he had ever known her or seen her but once. In
every count of the indictment, it was alledged that the act
done was unlawfully and maliciously done, without any real or
probable cause. He, however, contended that a Judge may
mistake the limits of his jurisdiction, but he cannot act ma-
liciously; and, in fact, having acted according to the laws of
Spain, which he was sworn to observe, he could not be said to
have acted unlawfully. :

He then adverted to the laws of the island of St. Vincent,
where, if a man were guilty of maiming another, or guilty
of various other offences, he is liable to have his nose slit, or
one of his members, perhaps his right hand, cut off’; and,
though we may shudder at it, for the sake of humanity, yet
such 1s the law, and it is our bounden duty to go by the law
of the particular place where the oficiice is committed.

In the island of Trinidad, a ditferent line of policy was
necessarily adopted, at diffirent times, and this Colony was
totally ditferent from all the other Spanish Settlements in
America; sometimes it was highly cultivated, and sometimes
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abandoned; and at last the Spanish Government thousht
proper to admit all sorts of forcigners, as settlers. The po-
pulation greatly increased, and it was the receptacle of all
sorts of runaways, vagabonds, and persons in debt from the
other Islands. Such was the state of the Colony when Ge-
neral AsercrovBY appointed General Prerox the Governor.
Through the different gradations in the army, he was raised
by his merit to his present high and honourable situation; he
was estecmed by the veteran General, not only as a man of
courage, but of humanity, and had been his Aid-de-Camp for
several years, and acted under the immediate instructions of
that great ofticer. He was no civilian, but ouly a military
man, and it became necessary to lay down rules for his con-
duct, These instructions were afterwards confirmed by His
Majesty. Upon the Island becoming British property, all
former regulations ceased. The Alcaldes formerly were the
Criminal Judges, who, upon enquiry, were bound to acquit
. or condemn. From this judgment the party could appeal

to the Royal Audience of Curattas, and from thence to the
Royal Audience of Madrid, before the sentence could be put
into execution; but General Picron was the supreme Judge
of Appeal, as well in civil as criminal cases. Upon three
grounds, therefore, he rested the defence; first, he contended
that the Defendant was entitled to an acquittal, because every
part of the indictment charged Lim with acting unlawfully;
whereas, by the law of Spain, the torture was applicable and
lawful. Secondly, that the counts charge him not only with
acting unlawfully, but maliciously, and without any probable
cause, for which there was no evidence. And lastly, sup-
posing the Jury were of opinion that by the law of Spain tor-
ture ought not to have been applied, but that he was misled,
then the cause resolved itself into a question of error, upon an
erroneous exercise of power, in a subject of criminal proceed-
ing, on which there were many decisions. The Learned
Counsel was then proceeding to draw a distinction between
express and implied malice, when he was interrupted by

Lord Ellenborough, who said it was impossible to go into
that sort of argument. It might in that way be conten-
ded that a man wmight murder by mistake. Such could
not go to an acquittal, though it nught to mitigation. The
question really was—was the punishment anlawful, in which
case the law inferred malice, or was it one authorised by the
Jaw of Spain ? It would be very fit, if the authorities from the
Spanish law warranted it, that the case should be turned into
a special verdict,
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Mr. Dallas then put in the Instructions from 8ir RaLPnM
ArercromBY to the Defendant, and instructions to him from
His Majesty; both of them specifying the existing law of the
Island, as being that by which he was to regulate his conduct.
He also produced several Spanish law books, and commentaries
on the laws of Spain, and other documents, in which the doc-
trine of torture as congenial to the spirit of the law of that
country was recognised.

Those books, particularly Bobadellia and Curia Phillipica,
were declared by Mr. GLosTER, the Attorney General of
T'rinidad, to be founded on standard authorities in the law of
Spain, and to have been sustained as such before the council at
Trinidad, though he professed he did not know much either of
the law or language of Spain,

The Lonpon GAZETTE, of the 27th of March, 1797, set-
ting forth the capture of the island of Trinadad, and the Articles
of Capitulation, by which it was stipulated to be governed by
the Spanish Colonial Code: also the appointment of Governor
Picton, with General ABercrROMBY’s instructions, after-
wards ratified by His Majesty, wherein it was stated, “ that in
eriminal cases, the appeal lay with the Governor.”

Michael Gourville sworns he said he had been in Trinidad
from the year 1774, and had been an Alcalde (an officer of
justice.) There were two Alcaldes, who had nearly equal
powers with the superior officer, called an Ascavana, and were
all elective out of a corporate body, composed of the principal
inhabitants of the Island, and something similar to the Lord
Mayor and Corporation of London. It was not necessary th
should be lawyers, and they had not the power of life and death,
or of inflicting punishments, except in cases of petty theft, and
then only upon slaves, whose thumbs were tied together with
& cord.

On his cross-examination, he admitted, that the torture nea
ver was known in the island, till introduced by General Picton,
My, Chacon, another Alcalde was examined, who deposed

%o the same effect.

Mr. Nugent, who resided in the island, from 1787 to 1796,
further elucidated the laws and customs of that Colony; but
never had scen or heard of the torture,

Various extracts were then translated from the Spanish law
authority of Bobadilia, shewing that torture was considered as
constituting, in certain cases, part of the process of the law of
Old Castile; and stating that, * although during torment, ju-
dicially inflicted, the culprit should die, or come out maimed
therefrom, the Judge eannot, nor cught not, to be blamed;”

C



18

snd stating, that in cases of “high treason, manslaughter, rob
bery, parricide, and other most atrocious crimes, should the pre
sumption be strong, and the guilty persons hardened, new tor
tures may be inflicted; but for these the Judges are to be res

onsible.” .

Much other documentory testimony, deduced from old wri
ters on Spanish jurisprudence, was also read, to shew that the
infliction of torture was compatible with the existing law of
that country.

Mr. Garrow was then allowed to call a witness, to shew,
that however such a law might at any time have existed, or
might still exist, in Spain, it did not prevail in the West
Indian colonies of that power. To this end

Don Pedro de Vargass was sworn. He deposed that, during
the earlier part of his life, he had been regularly initiated and
admitted to the office of an Advocate at the Spanish law courts
in the Colonies; that he had practised, after his admission, in
the regular course, for two years, and had resided, for a shorter
or a more extensive period, at five or six of the West India
islands, in the pursuit of his profession; and that, according
to his knowledge of the Book of Recapitulation, by which the
laws are administered, there was nothing contained in it to
iustii}r the infliction of torture, nor was torture, to his know-
edge, ever resorted to. He had not ever seen, or heard of
instruments for torture being kept in the goals, or elsewhere.

In reply to a question, “ Do you know of any existing
Spanish law whatever which warrants the application of tor=
ment {” he said, that there was alaw of OIld Castile, of the
year 1260, which justified it in certain cases; but he never
understood that it extended to the West India Colonies ;3 and
it had been long so abhorrent in Spain, that, if not repealed, it
was fallen into disuse.

On cross-examination by Mr. Dallas, he said, that he did
not know of any law which forbade the practice of torturing
persons in the colonies; and admitted, that he had been em-
ployed by Colonel Fullarton as an interpreter and translator of
part of the evidence to be employed in this prosecution.

In answer to a question from Lord ELLENBOROUGH, Mr,
Darvras said, that he certainly was not prepared with any
parole evidence to prove that the infliction of torture prevailed
generally in the Spanish West Indies.

Lord Ellenborough appeared to be about to close the case
here, with the observation, that the special verdict which had
been consented to, was granted on the supposition that a
greater contrariety of evidence on the subject of the law of the
colony would have been elicited than now really appeared 3
but it was thﬂught it wauld, perhapsj be bguer, before t_hﬁ



Jury were calledon for a general verdict, that the Council
should, if they thught proper, address to them what observa-
tions they might ave to make.

Mr. Dallas ten rose, and said, that in the stage of the
investigation to which the Jury had arrived, he should content
himself with subiitting to their determination the single fact,
unincumbered wh any question of his, whether the Criminal
Judge, by the lw of Spain, could in any instance, order the
application of trture; to prove that the discretion did rest
with that office; he did not call to them persons who spoke
from the obserstion they had made during any short periods
they might havi resided in the colonies, but he produced to
them the uneqivocal testimony of books of the first law
authority, whic were constantly resorted to, as had been
proved by the udges, on all occasions of doubt or difficulty.
As charitable mn, and as men of sense, must they not con-
clude that this ede of referrence was correctly elucidatory of
the law, as it was meant to be dispensed! The works of
distinguished citlians, writing upon the jurisprudence of their
country, were ground upon which he felt he stood firmlyin
defence of his lient. The law of 1206 was proved by them
to have existe; and to be still existing, to the date of the
works of the it writer he had cited. No attempt had even
been made by tk ingenious counsel to shew that the universallity
of the Spanish lw, as applied to the colonies, had been broken
in upon by ar special privilege enjoyed at Trindad ; and he
would ask, thesfore, could the Jury, upon their oaths, decide,
that what hadtranspired there, and was the subject of this
prosecution, ws it not agreeable to a law that had authorised it,
and which ther was no proof had fallen into disuse ?

Mpr. Garro:said, that he looked at this case as it regarded
the honour of ur country, and the redress of a stranger, who
had visited ouland to procure it. If the defendant had had an
Lnglish heartn his bosom, he would have wanted no restric-
tive provisionso have guarded him from the commission of san-

winary acts. He feared that it remained to the disgrace of the
%r]tish' name, hat General Prcron was the firsé mau tostretch
authority and rder TORTURE to be estublished in the island
of Trinidad, After a few other animated observations, Mr.
Garrow said b left the case to the decision of the Jury, con-
fidently anticiating their verdict,

Lovd Ellehorough— The single question for your con-
sideration is, hether, by the Spanish laws observed in I'rinidad,
the defendantvas justified in inflicting torture upon the prose-
cutrix? I wald advise you, by all means, to divest yourselves
of every thingwhich may inflame your minds, so that you may
give impartia attention to the present case. ‘I'he inquiry for
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sou to make is, what was the subsisting law by which T'rinidad,
at the time it was taken by Sir Ralph Abercrombie, was go-
verned? The various authorities upon the subject of the dis-
tribution of justice in Spanish Courts do not mention the inflic-
tion of torture, and therefore the right of applying it, if it can
be applied at all, must depend upon authorities before us, or
upoir the jurisdiction of the Judge. We are not made ac-
quainted at what time Trinidad was annexed to the Spanish
Colonial possessions, or what code of laws were then instituted,
Depositions of witnesses have been read who have known the
island for 32 years, and one of them was born there, and swears
torture was never administered, Mr, Nugent also says, he
knew Trinidad for twenty years, and never saw the torture in-
flicted, or had even seen the instruments, and therefore it is ab-
solutely without any proof tosupport it. Mr. Glocester speaks
to books of autherity, which he stated to be in use when he
was in the island ; but the existence and reference to them can
certainly not extend beyond the period when he himself was
acquainted with them.”—(His Lordship having made some
farther observations respecting thedifferent authorities produced,
concluded as follows:) ¢ The question then resolves itself to
this, viz. whether in the absence of usage for thirty-two years,
ou will infer that the law of Old Spain so necessarily involved
that of Trinidad, as to induce you to believe, that as the prac-
tice of torture is allowed by the one, it is also by the other, If
you are of opinion that it does, you will be so good as to say so,
that it may be inserted in the special verdict; if not, you will
find the defendant generally guilty.”
- The Jury immediately returned, that they were of opinion,
that 1o such law did exist which would authorise the defendant
in inflicting the torture, in consequence of which General
Picton was found GUILTY OF EVERY CHARGE.,

Lord ELLensoroucH.—“ Mr. DavLLas, you will have the
advantage of all objections on a motion for a new trial.”

Mr. DAvrLas.—* Yes, my Lord; there are many points in
the evidence of which I may aAvaiL myseLr.”

‘The Trial lasted from nine in the Morning ’till seven at
Night.

Governor Picton walked the Hall of the Four Courts, during
the trial. He is a tall man, of a very sallow complexion, ap-
parently about fifty years of age, and was dressed in black, He
was accompanied by several of the civil officers of the Island.

The Court was much crowded, and the verdict seemgd teo
give general satisfaction.

BALTON, PRISNIBIY EiSiHUanils
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THE

TRIAL

MR PATCH, 3

MURDER or Mr. BLIGHT.!

HE prisoner, Mr. Patch, was conducted into Court soon after nini i
o'cloek, and took his station at the Bar, attended by two or threi®
friends. lie was genteelly dressed in black ; and perfect composurs
marked his countenance and manner. ¥
Precisely at ten oclock, the Lord Chief Baron Macdonald took hi
seat on the bench, and the business was openced by arraigniug the prig
soner in the usnal form. To the indictment he pleaded, inan audi
voice, ¢ Not GuiL Ty,” and put himself on his trial. So excessive Wi
the crowd become in the Court, at this tJ.mL, vredge{l by an f‘
that pressed at the doorways irum the exterior, that it was some tinf
before a Jury could be goi iogether. Those who were in Court coully
with difliculty, thuug‘l ubaistt{l ou answering to their names, "::_
towards the box ailotled to tlu't"
Mr. Patch peremptorily challenged three Jurors, viz. Mr. ‘::g
Brown, of Battersea ; John Tanner, of Grove Lane; and James Kit}
of l’ume_}, tailor.
Tbe following Jury were ther sworn : — B
Charles Smith, of Merton ; Thomas Daly, of Barnes; John Leigl.
ton, of Putney; John Lapo, of Putney ; Isaac Ilher, of 'Muli'['i
Hmrv Waood, of Putney; John Wedge, of Wandsworth ; lhumi
Bartlett, of T\-Ipﬂnn George Moore, of Putiey; George Smithy &
" Putney ; Dan. Lungmn, Wandsworth ; Thomas Chapman, Putney.
Besides the above, six other Jurors were called, and ordered to vema
in the Courl during the trial ; two of them were Dhjﬂ{:'!ﬂl to by the pr
soner, and consequently :Iismlsse.d as were alse the remaining Jurer
whose names appeared upon the pannc[ which contained a list of 70, =
Mr. Knapp, the Clerk of the Arraigns, then stated to the Jury t
nature of the md:{:tment, which charged the prisoner with having, ont
23d of September last, in the parish of St. Mary, Rotherhithe, m:l.kﬂ
assauit on Isaac Blight, with a pistol and leaden bullet, and inflictes
mortal wound therewith, on his right side, of which Le lingered u
the 24th, and then died,

Mhuﬂ.._ BREPRISy W pra )
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TRIAL OF MR. PATCH.

Mr. Pooley briefly opened the case on the part of the prosecution.

A most profound silence now prevailed, and a very strong inferest was
excited, when

Mr. Garrow rose, and stated the case on behalf of the Crown against
the prisoner. He addressed the Court to the fullowing eflect:—¢¢ I
have the honour of attending on this occasion. You, are, Gentlemen
of the Jury, engaged in an awful and important duty which will require
your best and undivided attention. You will not expect from me at the
opening of this case, an elaborate argument, or any eundeavour, by
subtle reasoning, tulead you prematurely to the conclusion, to which I
must have arrived from my peculiar situation, which is certainly this,
tha: you, in discharge of your solemn engagement, will be called opon
to pronounce the prisoner guilty. You will, Gentlemen, attend to the

evidenee in the sequel, and recoll ct that my principal object is merely to

supply you with an index to that testimony. The Learned Counsel then
adverted to the motive of the trial being removed from the ordinary course
at the Assizes, and desired the Jury to dismiss from their minds every
Pprejudice which might arise from the rumours they might have heard out
of doors, and to apply only against the prisouer what should now be
established by satisfactory evidence. ;

- He then proceeded—*¢* Ishall have oc-asion to state to you the rela-

FT& situation of the deceased and the prisoner, to explain the local cir.

‘cumstances of the premises, and some other particulars ; but I shall, I

am confident, designedly say nothing calculated either to inflame or mis-

~lead your minds, although my feelings are strongly excited by what I
have attended to preparatory to my appearance before you. Gentlemen,

the connexion of this prisoncr with the deceased will dispose you to

; ink, that if he have indeed committed the murder with which he is

tharged, he is the worst man on the face of theearth. He has endea.
B

ured to bring his benefactor and his friend into the toils of mischief

!: with the determined purpose to destroy him.

|
4]
u

- “ The cridie with which he is charged is the highest in the catalogue of
fl:ll'lt 3 and if he shall appear to you innocent, I must be ready to cons

8 him one of the most injured and suffering men in the world ; but
Eﬂlld he be proved to you guilty of this charge, and guilty I must
hink him beyond the possibility of a doubt, yon will have no hesitation

. 1 agreeing with me, that he is one.of the worst of mankind.—His

rime, Gentlemen, would then extend to a degree beyond murder ; it
rould be construed, in the language of the law, into petty treason.

“ T know well enough, Gentlemen, that I mey be supposed to have
abibed some prejudices against the prisoner.—1I have indeed confirmed
¥ opinion as to his guilt ; but I commenced my investigation with a

¢ ind as unbisssed and unpolluted as yours.—I inferred no guilt from

ablic opinign and prejudice ; from newspaper reports, or partial tess
‘nony ; 1 examined to the bottom a mass of evidence which 1 shall sub-
1t to you; and 1 concluded the prisoner guilty from this luburious
rutiny, this unwilling labour. My mind, therefore, is in a different
ue from what yours are, or should be. I have satisfied ‘myself. It
mains for me now to satisfly you. You, Gentlemen, Iam convinced,
Il approach to this painful task with unbiagse minds, and feelin-s alive
humanity, but which you will not suffer to %’wert you from the striet
irse of justice. I entreat you to think thc-pris_anar as innocent as ‘II

M—.LA.J_‘-_._ Ll O pral e ¥ 1



TRIAL OF MR. PATCH.

ence thought him, asif you had never heard of him hefore, or the charge
prefecred azainst him 5 hold your minds in an even and steady equipoise,
and permit truth a}um to decide the balacce.  Anawful duty s mqmat:d'.'.r'
apon you. The prisoner expects life or death at your haods ; and yD!:u'
country expeets justice, A
¢¢ I shall begin, Gentlemen, hy a kind of retrospective narrative, which
is necessary to elucidate and sustain the harmony of the siory 1 shall re.
late to you. 1 think I shall produce you such a bedy of cires .mﬁt.m::es,
lﬂadmw by such irrefragable and necessary conceniration, to the n:ml.lt-
which I. wiend to bring home to the prisoner, that you will plainly see
the linger of Providence in the detccuon of this mvroes, and the hand of &
iil:'mn:n iself, which has led us throngh md.nj bye parks and secret Ways, u‘i
till we have at length masiered the labyrints, and burst vpon the prisoner
with a conviction of g guilt, which sLu.:-, as broadly in our face as the light
of day.
¢ Mr. Blicht resided near f‘reenland Dock, where he followed the
business of a ‘hhip-blLdi‘iL.l‘ He had in his house a memal se rnﬂt, who
was the sister of the prisoner, and whom the latter came to see tho
spring of 1803. -~ On this occasion the woman requested that hes ur‘ﬁ‘ﬂ:ﬁr
might be permitted to remain all night, which bei ing complied with, ha
took the opportunity of describing himself as a distressed man ; he amd. 3
~that he had been obliged to leave the West of England on accmmt
some claim for tithes, and odded, that he shonld be greatly uhhbed
Mr. Blight if he would employ h.m;L even in the meanest situation,
ofler was accepted, and Mr. Patch was to receive the vietuals in returp, |
without any salary. This arrangement continued for some time; and L
admit Mr. Blizght found him a valuableassistant, and rewarded him with .i
compliment at ‘the rate of 301 a year. Afterwards it was foand more
convenient that the prisoner shouid not board in the family, and. he w
pe:m:tted to enjoy a salarv of 100l. a year, as an acknow ledgement fo
his services. Such, Gentlemen, was the first mtroduction of the prusﬂna.r'
to the house of M. Blight, ]
In the year 1805, tho afiairs of Mr. Blicht became en*barraﬂﬁed, Hld#
was necessary that he should come to some arrangement with fus cmdﬂﬂrﬂ 3
in consequence, adeed of trust was drawn up, with the view to theirad=- "
justment, and his final exoncration. T'his deed was not aceeded to, and
matters were again thrown into confusion; Mr. Blight, Ih&n'fure, 1o
protect himself from the pressing importunity of his claimanis, did that
which his creditors may not see some cavse to lament. ‘The fact was, §
that an instrument was prepared, by which the property in the hands of |
Mr. Blight was transferred to the prisoner, to the extent of 2000L and
the leese of the premises was made over to hisservant, in confiimation of
which fact, a letter will be produced. This was, in trulh afravd upon
the creditors, and the date of this transaction was in .Iuly, 1805. His
property was in denger; and in oirder to sccure it, he does what cannot,
indeed, be called honest, but which, I am sorry to say, is frequently the
only refuge of embarrassed men against imprudent and obdurate cres
ditors. A short time posterior to this, Mr. Bight's family went to Mar- i1
gate, but before he himself fﬂ!luwmi them, the deceased entered into a 7
cew arrangement with the ner relative to the entire transfer, the
other being only a colourable agreement, for a particular purpose, and
Sobe hﬁmthd;mrp a.ltﬂgﬂ;her. The a.ttmtmn to tius last ﬁutmﬂt m ug e
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wimosi f.‘:'.*'.‘t_tr-qnﬂ!.:‘{- to the disclosnre of the parts of this case; and
this it was stipulated, that Mr. Blight should have 2 3ds of the business
in which he wzs concerned, and that the other 1-3d should devolve to the,
prisoner, for the valuable eonsideration of IEE-DI: How the prisoncr
could raise so large a sum was a difficulty which will naturally occur te
your minds, considering his humnble situation. You will ﬁnd_j in point
of fact, that he did not raise. it, and that only 250l was paid, leaving
10001, undischarged, attended with circumstances which will deserve
your minute attention. Security ' was required for this amount, and it
was given iv the form of a draft of Mr. Goom, a glue-maker, for 1000}
which was to be payable on the 16th of September; and this bill or check
on Goom, was paid by Patch into the hands of the (tE-CEﬂ.SE{]:’S banker. To
give some explanation of this transaction, the prij.-:ruucr said he had sold
an estate in the West of England.—Upon the mutiny of the draft, it was
mentioned that Mr. Goom could not take it up, and the indulgence was
given as another draft, to the same amount, dae on the 20ih of that
menth, witha remark, that the man had glued up the money. The day
before this check was to have been paid, Mr. Blight set off to Margate, to
join his family. This was on the Thursday, the 19th, and the prisoner
accompanied him to Depiford, on thie road. Immediately on quitting
the deceased at this place, the prisoner hastened to the banker's of Mr.
Bhight, and desired them not to present the draft, duc the next day, as
it would not be suitable to Mr. Goom to pay it. On the same day the
prisoner returned to the house, and we sce him now at home with only a
female servant, of the name of Kitchener. The prisoner was sitting in
the front parlour, when he desired this servant to procure sixpennyworth
of oysters.—The maid obeyed; but before she returned, a musket ball
had been fired into the room where the family usually assembled. The
prisencr said, on hearing the explosion, that he immediately quitted the
apartment, but on going out he saw nobody but a man and his wife, who
will be called before you as witnesses. 1 shall shew you, Gentlemen,
that this shot was fircd by the prisoner, and that it was a part of the pe-
farious plan he had then determined to accomplish. The room into which
this gun was fired was fronting the Thames, with a whar{ intervening,
and a considerable elevation before the river, so that it was impossible,
in the situation in which the tide then was, that any person giving the -
ball this direction, could be in any other place than on the wharf, The
lead entered the lower part of the shutter, broke the sash, and the Vene-
tian blinds within it, and so passed in theapartment.  In addition to this,
the ball took a sloping direction, descending inwards, so that it was im.
* possible the weapon eould have been discharged from the river, which
wasvery considerably below the level@ the dwelling.  After the report
had given the alarm, a publican of the name of Frost, who will also be
called, ran to the spot, and enquired the cause.  On being informed of
the circumstances, he offered his assistance in various ways; but his
f:itijnfll]r proposals were rejected by the prisoner, who said he would go
o bed. :
¢ On the next day, which was the 20th, the prisoner wrote to the de-
ecased a long lettet, apprisiog him of the affair, and intimating his wish
tlm_t Mr. Blight should retwin home, as after such an event some personal
communication seemed 10 be necessary. ‘This letter was absolutely silent
on every thing relating to Guam’i money. On the receipt of this, Mr.

[* 1 . " ot R i 3o
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Blight determined to comply with the wish expressed by sthe prisorer,
and on the 23d of bupfemher he arrived at home, where he met the pris
soner.  Some conversation was immediately had, and probably the ficst
subject was this supposed attempt on the fumil}', and next on the pay-
ment of the 1000l. which was so important in the condition of the afiairs
‘of the deceased.—The result was unfavourable to the wishes of Mr. Blight;
.and the prisener was expressly ordered to go to London, and not on any |
account to retwrn until he had obtained the moncy. In the evening of
that day we find Mr. Paich at home with Mr. Elizht, and taking grog
tngcther in the back parlour. At eight o’clock he went to the mnat d in
the kitchen, enquired for the Key of the countin -huuuc, saying '1&
same time he had occasion to go to the privy. Having proc uru! ;t
opened the house door, then the gate; afterwards he locked the Co .mmg..
house, and passed through it to the privy. As soon as she heard the |
Adatter door slam to, or very nearly at the same time, she saw the flash of
a pistol, and before shie could remove from her place, Mr. Blight had)
come into the Kitchen, and rested his body upon the dresser.  She then!
rushed to the house door and shut it, en’ which the ]}u'-DEH,.I knocked to’
procure admission. 'Lhe single -‘Lil-cultj’ in this case is the indentity of}
the time between the slamming of the privy door and the report of the |
pls tol. But nothing was more decepiwv than the interval of time in such
circnmsiances ; yet you, Gentlemen, will hear the testimony, and allow
to my observations no weight which does not properly appertain to them.
I confidently however charge the prisoner with this foul murder; with
availing himself of false pretences to procure an instrument of death, and)]
with that fatal weapon destroyed his friend, when 2lmost in the arms of
sleep, after o [atizuing _|m1ruL_} What 1]1-11’{. explained of the pecuniar
circumstances of the prisoner, will assist in explaining the motive to thi
horrid crime,”

(The l.earned Counsecl here commented on the varions particulars re=
garding the money, and their application to this inquiry, and adverted te
several conversations of the prisoner, in which he endeavoured te repre-
sent persons of the name of Clarke and Webster as likely to have com
mitted the murder. But as these matters will appear in the evidence, we
shall not state themin this place.) !

Mr. Garrow now directed the attention of the Jury to various artifices,
by which the prisoner had endeavoured, through the medium of ‘the
widow of the deceased, to acquire the possession of the papers of Mg
Blight, and by that means to obtain the alienation of the whole of his
business and property. He detailed at much length on the state of the
stockings of the prisoner, found by that vigilant and intelligent minjsteg
of justice Mr. Staﬂ‘urd by which it appeared he had taken off hisshoesy
and he laid much qtress on the discovery of the ramrod in the tunnel of
the privy, with which the pisto! had been wadded. He spoke of tk
state of mind in which the prisoner appeared during the examination)
before the Magistrates ; and on oue occasion after his return from thg
Justices, he said, ¢¢ I have been near hanging myself justnow, and if |
had done it quile, I should not have been more unhappy.” A beautify
model of the premises at Greenland Dock, the scene of the catastrophe
was next produced, on which the Learned Counsel pointed out the va
rious parts of the buildings, and the adjacent ground, to shew that al
the gates being shut, no access could be procured, and that the prisong
alone could bave perpetrated the deed. '

. i E -
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Mr. Gafraw then concluded, with a solemn appeal to the gentlemon
on whom the fate of the prisoner was to depend, 'and with cxpfming his
perfect confidence, that they wold faithfully discharge the important
duty they were now espected by their country to perform. e
Mr. Garraw’s address, in point of perspicuity of statement, judicious
arrangement of matter, and acute animadversion, was a masterly display
of forensic eloquence. It reflected great credit on his feclings as a ma,
and his judgment as a lawyer. The peculiarity of the case, the justice
and necessity of viewing ali the circumstaners on which it hinged through
the most unprajudiced and impartial medinn, formed the leading features
of his speech, which was one of the most impressive we ever heard.
Mr. Patch seemed to note most attentively the statement of Mr. Gar-
irow, but did mot beiray any'agitation, evenin the parts of it which
most nearly afizcted him, g
After Mr: Garrow had closed his speech he proceeded to cail the wit-
nesses, the first of whom was Richard Ford who was alarmed by Kiichener
and found the gates fast.
. Mr. Ashley Cooper, a surgeon of eminence, was called. He stated,
that on being sent for to the house of the deccased, to attend in his pro--
 fessional capacity, he found him lying on a bed on the parlour floor. He
[| ordered him vp stairs, andsent every one out of the room, except the
two surgeons amd Mr. Patch. Ie examined and dressed his wounds,
| and remained with him all night. In the morning witness asked the
deceased if he smspected any person to be guilty of so horrid a crime.
| The answer was ¢ No! God knows,.I never did any man an injury, to
take my life.” Deceased observed to witness, that Mr. Patch had mene
 tioned to him the name of Webster. Witness then turned to Patch, and
(said, ““Who is this Websteri”"—Prisoncr answered—¢ He is a man
suspected of haying robbed Mr. Blight, and whose son is run away in
«consequence of o' warrant being out to search his father’s premises.”
itness suggested that the Bow-street Oflicers should be applied to, and
at his house should be searched. Prisoner replied, he did not know s
mothing might be found ; and if nothing was found, he certainly would
be shot; or words to that effect.  On the morning of the day when Mr.
Blight dicd, witmess went to the bed-side, and put some questions to him
about his affairs. Deceased said he had the draft of a will, but it was
ot signed. Degcased wished to have the names of the prisoner and a
UMr. Richard Feusguson added as executors, which the witness accordingly
lintroduced, and the deceased sigued the will; and it was witnessed.
iMr. Cooper then stated that he opened the body, and was certain that
fthe deceased died in ¢onsequence of a ball entering his side. He des
geribed the direcion the ball took, &e. 3309 1o
Mr. Foster, Tandlord of the Dog and Duck, within 100 yards of the

ouse of Mr. Blight. He went to the house in consequence of what
Heter Kitchener, the servant, had told him.—The gates, &¢. were shut
lose, but he got over them, made towards the door which opens to the

fharf.  On entering the back parlour (that towards the street), he saw
M. Blight sidling in an arm chair, snpporting himself by his hands on
the elbows. Witness fetched Mr. Jones, a surgeon, agreeable to the
wishes of Mr. Blight. He saw the above Gentleman was wounded, and
je remained with him until the next afiernoon, at four o'clock, whea
le expired. : : . 4

i L]
"\-u-u W o w e S



: TRIAL OF MR. PATCH.
Mr. Jonos, Sargeon, on being sent for, examined the wonnds of Mr.
Blight as ne was lyig on the floor, and directed that he shonld be nine-
diatcly pat to bed. On biing pat to bod, witness examined minutely
Mr. B's wound; he found one oa the fore part of th: body, two inches
from the navel, on the right side, and anotiier on the lo.n on tae sama
sid:. e perceived it to be a gun-shot wound, and the contents of the
howels were passing from each of them. T'he body was aistend d and
inflated, and witness was convineed that the wounds would prove mor al,
He remaincd with the aufortunate man until seven ¢o’clock the nest worn-
ing, and he died in the afiernoon.—Witness a-ked him when, in his Iust
moments, and before that, if he sespected any person to have been guilty
of the horiid deed.  He replicd, * No; God knows I never injured .-_.ly
man 30 as to lead him to take my life ; but Mr. Patch has meationed sumwe |
man’s nam>, Webster?”? Witness asked Pateh who this Webster vas? l

:I'l.|
L

when he replied, he was a man who was once suspected of vobling (h
premises, and his son had absconded, who was suspeeied of roboing M,
Blizht. Witness went to Mr. Blight's bed-side before he expirod, and,
represented to him his veal sitnation, and advised him, il lns aliaies was
not setiled, to arrange them.  He asked for his will, which aieh broichd
to him, some alterations were made, and Pateh and a Mr, Ferguson wora
added fo it as execators. M. Blight with difiiculty s gaed the will, and
was very anxious to know if nothing could save him. Do Babibangton,
a physician, and witness, were present, toge her in his room, but iheir
exerticns had no etteet; he expired before four o’clock—TThe boweis
of the deccased were eat in three dilerent places.

Miss Aun Lonisa Davies was sworn.  She stated that on the T Oth of
September she was connng: from Deptford, and on her way had to pass
close to the deccased’s gate; she bad not passed the gate but a Lew v ds |
when she saw the tihh ui a pistol, or gun, and heard the report; wi re |
she stood she could see the whole of that cnil of the premises; shes'opped
about two minntes and was sure no person or peisons made their escd o
that way ; she heard no person come out ol the deceased’s hoase, aose o d
she hear any noise on the wharf,

Miss Martha Duvies, sster to the prececding witness, was with jer
sister, and corrobo.ated every thing she said ; but did not sce the i £
the pistol or gun.

Michael Wrizhtwasnext ealled.,  He said he lived at Rothechithe, and
was comng from Deptford on the 190 of scptomber list: tial he passs b
along the narow passace behd the house of the deceased ; that abiook
60 or 70 \';trd:; hefore he came to the gate hie heard the report of 4 4 n
or pistol.  1le¢ was not sure whether he was guite in sizht o, the i o
not, bt believes he could have seen it had it been il‘r',.-d-*:!t Wi ".--.:
got up to the ca‘e, th prisoner was coming ot of it Polsoner wk
did he meet any body ? he answered, no.  Prisoner 0ld winess ae -.I.
been shot aty, and asked him to go into the house, which he did ; and th v
searched and fo id the ball: It had psssed theough the windo o stuntic.,
Witn ss oflered to procure some one to sleep in the house with th- i
soner, chserving it was dangersus to be alone unoeee scein Corcamecan. .
Prisoner declined to have any one sleep in the house.  W.tioss told Loz,
thatit would be adviseabie to have hand bills printed : the prisaner sa G0
would, and that hL would efler 501 reward. Wianoss aslood Gl sl Lo

liai imy fire arms in U Lousc; prisonsr said lie bad o pap of pist Is, but
had no wmmunition. v _ j
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Richard Frost was next sworn.  He stated that he kept a p* blic house
near to that occupied by the deceased ; that on the alarm of a pisto! being
fired, he proceeded to the house; Paich, the prisoner, the last witness,
and Hester Kitchener, the scrvant maid, were present.  Hes ated nearly
the same as the last witness, respeeting the conversation aboot the pri-
soner having a pair of pisiols took place, the witness offercd him powder
and ball, which he dechaed toaceept, H:l}-in_g._ “ never m':ud;, thv}' will not
come again to-night; the viilains will not come again.”

Mr, Kinraird, jun, was called. e took the dimensions of the housa,
and mode of the model. Tle explained to the Jury the diffcrent purposes
the model was intended to efiect.

My, Kinunaird cross examined by Mr. Gurney.

Q. Ts the pailing that is described in the in the model 5 or 6 feet high?

A. I donot know itis higher in one place than anoiher,

(). Do you recollect that a guautity of old timber-is lying about in the
yard?

A. I do not.

Q. Is not the gate in the model improperly deseribed? are there not
three rails in the inside of the gate, by whick a person might get over in
a minute

A. It may be so, I cannot say. J

By Alr Garrow.

Q. If a person on that occasion had got over the gate with a view te
cscape, must they not have been seen by the Miss Davies’s?

A. Certainly they wonld, unless the Miss Davies’s were close to the
paling ; and in that case they could not have a view of the gate,

Hester Kitchener examined—3Said she had resided in the honse of the
late Mr. Blight about two months prior fo his deaih. The family con.
sisted of her master and mistress, Mr. Patch, a child, and hersclf. She
remembered her mistress and master setting ofl to Maigate. He return
c¢d home on the 19th of September, and left town again the same day.
M. Pateh accompanied him, but returned again in the course of the
morning. On her fisst coming to live with Mr. Blight, the family used
generally to sit in-the Dback parlour; but for the last seven weeks in the
front parlour. Mr. Patch sat in the front room on the eveniug of the
10th of September.  About eight o’cloek, he sent her eut for six penny-
worth of oyste.s. She was away about uine minutes ; the oysters were
notopened.  OUn her retarn she found Mr. Pateh in conversation with a
man and woman, whom she alterwards understood to be Mr. and Mrs.
Wright.  Mr. Patch said, ¢ llester, is that you ? I bave been shot at.”
Hester replied, ¢ Lord Lave mercy upon us, whereaboats?” Mr. Patch
said, through the window shutiers, ‘L he window shotters were all made
fasi ut dusk, prior to her geing out which v as sooner than usual. ‘The
roason was, Mr. Patel said he was poorly, ivd wished to sup and go to
bed s om. Mr. Wright was sent For and Mi. Frest, when they all went
into the front parlour to look for the shot that had been fired, '
She found it near to the window.  Mt. Patel expressed much surprize at
what had happened, as he said that neither Mr. Blight nor himself had an
cueimy in the world (hat he knew of.  She kvew nothing about fire armns ;
she went into the Kitchen, aund thence to Mr. Frosts, to borrow some
candles; they all left the house together, without any body in it; ne
search was made in the house that evening for the person who it was su p-
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posed had fired the shot; she heard nothing about ammunition. Mr.
~]5nu:hﬂi-.-pa: that eyeninge in Mr. Blights bed, m order to be near to her,
for her protection, 28 she hed oxprossed great apprehension.  Mr. Blight
came from Maigate on the Monday following,  Her master rode out the
same day, and on his return, Mr. Patch had his horse, ard went outon
horseback. M. Fatech vore boois on that oceasion, and usually wore
boots  She was certain he wore heots on the doy prior to Mr. Blizht
being shot at.  NMr. Pateh and My, Blight sat togetlier in the evening in
the back parlonr, which had not been used as a sitting room for some’
weelis hofore, Patch, she believed, had worn thin shoes and ‘white
stockings: did not bnow whether ribbed or not.  On the same evening
the gates were ull fastened as vsualy she was positive Mr. Patch had on
shues and stockings previous to her master being shot.  After Mr. Blight
was shot, she found the frout door open; when shit no one can open it
from the outside, us it coes on a spring back. Mr. Patch and Mnr.
Blight had tea together in the evening, and afterwards some grog; she
was placed in such 2 sifuation in the kitchen as not to be able to see the
back pariomwr door, althoush the door of the Kitchen was nearly opposite
to that of tve parlour door in guestion. 1t wasseveral minates, perhaps
half an hour, afier she had taken in the water to make the grog before
Patch camein the kitchenand asked for a candle,—his words were, ¢ Hester
give mea candle, I have gota pain in wy bowels, and mustgo to the privy.”
ile had a candle, and ook the key of the counting-house from off’ the dres-
ser.  he went out of the front door, <he eard him open the counting-house
docr ; heard him slam the door afler him, and walk across the counting bouse in
his way to the privy—the counting Lhouse door sotieiimes sticks if pulled hard—
shie heard him step into the privy, and also slam that door after him—she did
nat know if the door keeps open when not slammed so violentlv, 'lhat instant
she lieard the privy door slam to,, she heard the report of the pistol, Her
master shortly camne into the kitchen, and said, ¢ Hester,” (layving his hand
upon his heart) *¢ 1 amn a dead iman.” —* Lord have mercy upon us, 1 hope not,”
she replied, then scieamed and ran immediately to shut the front door—she
tound the door wide cpen—got about half way back along the passage, when she
heard a violent kuacking at the door ; on opening it, (which she did before sle
went to {lie relief of her master) she foungl Mr. Pateh anxious to be admitied
his smiall clothes were unbuttoned, and he appeared to be holdipg them up
with one hand; they were, she remembers well, of a licht colour, e went
immediately into the kitchen to her master, and said, * Lord have mercy upon
us, what isthe matter?” FHestersaid, * Mastei's shot! master’s shot!” e as-
sisied master into the parlour ; does vot recollett whether there were ene or two
candies upan the table. It was customary to have two.  Mr. Patch wished her
to uo for some assistance, but she was afraid, and refused to go. He then de-
sired ber to take her master by the hand, and support him, and he would go
himself for surgical assistance.- This Hester also refused, being equally fearful
to beleft in the house with her wounded master; Le again pressed lier, and she
said, ¢ [ am afriid to let you go—if i dogo, 1 will jnmp out of the kitchen
window.” She did pass out that way, acd brought with her Mr. Frost, who
lived hard by at the 202 and Duck. Mr. Frest, in his way to the hovse, did
not wait for the gate to be opened, but jumped over it; she saw nolody io her
way ; her master died next day—he docs not recollect any particular conveisa-
tion she had with Mr. Patch, except that hie toid her thiere weie suange ideas
abroad, and sbe was to speak the truth and vothiing but the truth.  This con-
versation tonk place before the Corener’s Inanest had been Leld upeon the body
of her master. Nohody was in custody on suspicien of the murder at the time
—had no further conversation with Patch tlen nor afterward that she recol-
lected—she did not recollect any thing that was said when Charles and Ler mo- |
ther were preseat, g |
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Christapher Morgan, who resides at Deptford, called, and examined by Mr,
Enowlys, Lie said, be lived in More-lane, in the neighbhourhiood of Mr.
Blights premises. He was passing the yard between eight and nine o'clock in
the evening, when he was informed by some lads standing at the gateway that
Mr. Blichr had been shot.  1le immediately wenr 1o the hoise door, and de-
manded if he could be of any assiscance.  Mr Faich then came out of the
roon ; and upon the witness :i,ﬂ{il]:_{ if he should search the premises, 1 order
te discover the mwderer, Mr. Patch rertied, that he wounld be extremely obli-
zed to them, and pointing to the buil of the Carnatic East indiaman, told
them first to examine thay, as at the time the former pistol was discharged a
rumbling naise had been heardin it.  T'hey immediately proceeded to the edge
of the wharf, n arder to search the vessel, Lut found it impracticable to get
into it, on account of its distance from the shore.  T'he space between the land
and the Carnatic, was about sixteen feet; and it being at that time low water,
that space was coverea with mud of such a consistency, that if a peison hed
endeavoured to escape thar way, he would have sunk up to his middle n it
Afier looking attertively throuch the premises, they could discover nobody,
nor any trices of persons having entered. He then, with a friend of the name
of Berry, by whom he was accompanied, enfered the house, and came to the
room where Mr, Blight was laid. Afier some conversation on the suspicion
which Mr Blight could attach upon any person, the witness begzed of Mr.
Paic to conumission him to go tn Bow-street to procure officers.  ‘To this the
pric: ver e lied e did not see the necessity of the measure; upen which Mr.
Mo en ceroonstrated, and told him that an early inquiry would be of the
utivo- . o onsequerce.  Pateh then repeated three or four times that he saw no
necess ity forit, and stated, that he was in as much danger as Mr. Biight, as lie
had Lecn shot at the ‘Thursday prerrﬂi.n-_(, The srisoner then conducted the
witness into the front parlour, and explained to him the situation m which he
was on the day when the ba'l had penetiated the window shutter, and had
driven a pie e of the Venetian blind against his head. Upon their retuin into
the pa i, where Mr. Blight lay, the witness remonstrated upon the careless-
ness ul b prisoner, in leaving the doos open when he bad swated himself to
have heenon ithe'a'srt all theevening. The wiraess repeatedly asked Patch fora
cammission io o to the Police Office, in order to procure proper officers, at the
saine time added, there must be sonie cause for the cominission of the horrid
acr, as linman nature was not =0 depraved as to shoot a fellow-ereature without
some inducement.  The prisoner then turned reund to the witness, and teld
Lira that hie had as much reason to cuspect him as any man.  Finding that his
services were not acceptable, he went aveuy.
James EBerro deposed, that at the time of the searck, and subsequent pro-
cecdings of ibe last withess, he was in his company and assisted.  As soon as
i prisoner ha:l directed the witness and his fiiend fo sezreh the Camatic, Mr.
Por b jetued 1o a distant part of the yard, without imaking any obsevation,
‘with i lentharm, and in a few minutes returned 1o the house  The witness
thought his conduct rather strange, and therefore paid moie particular atten-
tion  The beight from the edze of the wharf to the mud in which the vessel
lay was sbout 16 feot, and if an attempt had been made to escape that way, the

WEPEOY ST v§~'r-_t-|- !l.n-r:* |'b]'n]-'.ﬂ h:'!-: neck, or ]‘J;u'e |:||.,>~E:r| !-'.I_ile:("ﬂ,TL"lq in the mud—
]l.i;:nn Iis eross ecaumation hie «aid, that the search was made aliout twenty mi-
nutesafier toe shot was fired. 'The gate which admitted them upon the premi-
s was onlv upon the latel, and any person might bave been admitied

Rictand Frosi was azain cal'ed up to speak to the firing of the gun.  [e
stated, thaton Thusday, the 10th,—* there was the report of the fiiing of a
gun at Mr Blight's house:" he went out to ascertain the cause, but did not per-
ceneany person coming from the premises, and he was in a sitvation in which

Dl the person wh ©ed it artempted to make hisescape, he must have observed
=it was ahoul vicht o'clock in the evening, and it-was daik, but he was
a' ensuch to bave seen any one run away, or climb the wall.

Clarles Steward produced the shutter and sash thirough which the former shot
een fited, $e wus a labourer and left work at o'clock, wheu the ga'es
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were fastened Ly Patch. He heard nothing of the murder of Mr. Blight nn-
tit the nexi momming when he came to work, At the Lme wound was given
it mnst be low water, and the space berween the Carnatic and the shore was
nothing but mud, in which a jerson might have been buried. 'Fhe vessel lay
sloping trom the shore, so that it was inpossible any shot from that spot could
have 1eached Mr Blizht —Aton side of the what there was a larze range,
which, af ihe pistol bad been fied from that divection, would have intercepied
the shot. “There was no house attached to the crane, behind which the nur-
derer could con eal himsell, On the Thursday night subsequent to the murder
the witness slep with Fatch; he bad no clothes with him but what he put on
agun in ihe morning and carried away with him.  Le had no whitg steckings
wth him, oreven in hus possession.” i the person were o stand below the
wharf, 1t would be tiipossibie tor han to fre at the window of the room in
which Mr i3light was seaied at the time of the murder. The witness remembers
the prisover ieiling Hester Kitchener on the ‘Tuesday, the day before the Co-
roner’s Jury sat upon the body, to tell the truth, and nothing but the truth. Lie
added, that they wouid cross question her, and ask her a great many things, but
if shie Legan one storv, she wis to continue it, or she would get him into pri-
son.  “ | wasas near being hanged as ever eny thing was in ties world, and if’ 1
bad I should be as happy as I ain now—pecple eem to think that it was 1 who
shot Ms, Blight." The prisoner then talked abort sowe pistols which he had, and
said, that they were short pistols, with which he could not take an aim, and
would give any man leave w take ong, and hie theothber, and his adversary should
have the first fire.

George Smith was near the yard when the vistol was fired, he did not sce any
person ieave the yard, andif they had he must bave seen them.

Five other persons who were about the viemises corroborated this state-
ment.

Mrs Sarah Blight was called, and examned by Mr. Garrow.—She said she
was the widow of thegentleman whose murder was now under consideration. Her
hushan:d beeame ﬂt‘t;:lainhwi with the prisoner about three vears and a imlrﬂgu.
His sister lived in her faniily as a servant.  The first acquaintance with Patch
was frou his coming to visit his sister. At the time he entered her husband's
service, herepresented himself to have come outof revonshive cn account of
some difference respecting tithes. He said he came from Elsmere,  For the lust
few months be worked for Blicht without receiving any salary, but merely tor
his board. Afler that it was azreed that the prisones should receive a salary of
80l a vear. He acted as a foreman of the vard. At a time subsequent, his
salary was raised to 1001 per aunum, Patch agreeing to board himself.  This
took place :bout a year afier he had been hired by the hushand in 18063, . The
deceased delivered to the witness certain pajers that she was to give to Pateh at
a particular time; but the prisener was not then present. “The documents were
de]iwrml to the witness six months before the death of Mr. Blighi, At the
different conversations between Pateh and the desceased, it wasazreed that the
witness should detiver them to the prisoner in casc any questions should be asked
respecting the propertyv. ‘I he witness never pavted with these paperz until atter
the death of her husband. Mrs. Blight had gone out of town to Margate when
she received the melencholy intelligence of the murder.—* On my return to
town | found the papers where they had been always kept, tn atin box in my
hshand s dress ng room.  They were in the same siate, and addiessed o Mrs,
Blight. | delived them to a lady to give Pateh, which was dene in iy prescnce.
This was after he bad been examined on the corone’d inest. W heie he
stated he was the sole owner of the estate, and that it was absolutels necessary
he should have them, she delivered them up. e induced me to give them 1o
him, by telling me, that before the Juiv, he had Leen interogated reqard ua
the preperty, and had net the papes in possession to produce,  Lie bad not the
papers m his possession en the 15th of Juiyv, but on the centrar., anly 1e-
ceived thein on the 27th of September follow.ngz. Mr. Bfight was inducen itﬁ,-;;..
come to town, from the lecter which was sent Ly Patchi to Maigate, and'wheh &
arrived on the 19th of September. Tlus is the lettes, I beiieve, which was.
received. ™ A R TR
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(Fhe letter from the prisoner to, Mr Blight, relating the circumstance of
ah--H e r"i'l!‘l’l tirouzt the shuiter on the Thursday preceding was here read
! s Uierk of the Conrr,

l‘.‘n the examinayion beins renewed, the witness said that Mr. Pateh was to
purchase one third of Wr Hiight's business for dwe suti of 12590 250l of wiich
being puicl, abaance of 1000 remained due to the hinsband of the witness. For
this a draft had been ziven o a person of the name of oo, which had oot
be: o paicl, and which, vpon snquire after th - marder, the '.':i"lhﬂn-:r declared
had been paid.  This, however, was discoved ta he Ciise.

Mr. swindle, elerk to Mr. Mumpneies, Salicitor for the prosecution, proved
his havinz served on the prisoner, and on the prisoner’s Counsel, notice o
trial, and o 'r-'l.-:!‘.l" e in Conit the .:,"':||_.!,.' on (sroom. far ool

Stephen oo swo 1‘;. sivs he is a clue boiler in Bermontev; that he knew
the prisone’s brother about ten vears azo, anloulv kaew the prisoner by kuving
geen him twice o thriee.  He 4 LJ never Known. nor had any t'hm-lh;“n with
sim since; nor had ever seen lifin till under his examination at Sow-streel,  he
never had with him anv pecunivy connexion ; never received hrq.' meney fiem
Liimi; ‘never cave him anv suthority o draw o pom bim for 2ev Suim whatever.
Fie never received any money whateves for an v other perso Iu aceonn! from
him: never knew of the prisoner’s baving drawn upon him €1l ke saw him in
costody,  The prisoner neves a-ked bis peomission, nor projposed to draw upon
by h" never zave hvm any note of hand for monev: never made any ap-
pointmens s with the prisonsre to breakiast at Mr. Blight's, nor ever went there
for su: l'l a purpose. nor did he know the piisoner lived there. e never called
al Witlis and vercival’s, nor anv other Danker's, to pay auy moiey on a count
oi the g-'-'i gnes, o lake up ansy Wl

Thomas Graham swom— ., ¢ Hie 1-"&"- :,];1 Mile Pod Road, and is a ship owner.
e was acanainted wih the late Meo Blicht; be calied at his iouse on Monday,
the 92d of =eptemmber, and had seme conversation with him and the prisoner;
Fhie lad ecalled an the Foday ot Mo, B iche's honce, and the prisoner told him Vi,
Blicht wus sone to “': sate. Watness bad eailed for pavment of a ship which

Blizht bad boush illm T e vvisoner bad 1014 bim that a sid aceident bad
bappened the presced iy that a pi-tol. or musker, had Leen fied through
the pieloor window, ..1:.t ||--.||!~. taken away his life, W Lln: g acked Bim if he
knew any canse s He answered N @ but said he believed 1t was intended £ Mr.

Blizht; for that it had passed in the divection of Mr. Blight's chair, whe ¢ hie was
siting, and had strock 1-‘*"[ of the Ve i::|.:| i 11:1% asninst his head.” Witness
asked hun what beeame of the ball: and prisoner said, & had ,F:'J fen aidhwdy
Belween et wud e wendow —"-'1':I;|: s observed sever al spliniers of the bilnds
Wiz an the faar, and {‘-'-It sed his surprize that they hiad no: been cleare!d away
| but the pl:-r ner answered, he wished themi o e main until M. Blizht shonid
see the Wilniss 11-t vitsk «d him, if he suspected any person in pactienfar whn
conld l*.r gty of such an act? and the I"..-';r:;;r'r said Noj bat that M Blight
1'-.".:1 some 1:-rr-h.i\ wﬁi.:r a peison '--m.r titme before whe was foraing, or reparayg a
fock for 1-“_'-h and that this was the anlv nan Iu con'd suspect  his name was
Clacke,  Nothing mare, particnlar, passed on that dav s Lut wiiness called cn
the Monday marning foll -winz, and was tid by thic M isoner that My, Blizlht was
come (o tawn, but gone into the citv abont some busines —Witpess calle! on
bis reourn fiom Greenland Dock, saw Slr Blighr, who afrer gomne conversation
epon the wharf, asked him to take refieshment The primﬂu Wocaine e the
TOni wiiere they were, booied ;s and asked for M. Blicht's SPUTS. Mir. Blizlit
Juointe Ity them in the windaw, and sail to the p:-'::n:*.rfr, ed anbch, den't come
P back withaut the mane,” and the piisonsr answered be shoild not come back
until b saw the business setijed.
\i": lichurd Pereival was sworn,  Sa:8 he is partner in the house of Wilis
pancd Ca 1 ks, thar the prisones opened an account at their hovse on the 7th
B Septenber sy and then paud ints the house a draft :'ru' 10 upoh Mr.
i, due on the (Gh  He salled uaon hing the day butoie the Bill ber ime
Mt aupl o bl Giaom was not prepared to pay the dea't, hut that he would
il 0 e T place of it on the next dayy which he acea dingly did, simifer in
R ciepl caxiiging thi daies, bieie Mi. Perc val produced the last
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“dnaft on ¥Mr. Goom for 10001 but before this dvaft became pavable, be received
a letter from Mr. Pateh, dated the 10th Seplembier, reauesing Lim pot 1o cail
LR (_;l_.ﬁ".[“ o lhlf l_,]ﬂ,.. tl!z._l I'E Wis ot i'lt*;;u'f;‘ll fo face i.!'. ;tIH! thiar Lo 1.1:;u:11 give
then: a check for the sum for thar Goem had ealled on Lim, and given Lim a note
for the amount, pavable in October, which to him w s periectiy satisfyctory, On
the 25d of -'"'t",'-:t‘l'l':iflf‘l' % T HH:,_{FH called ar then oitice 5 he had noaceount with
thein, but ealted to enoutre about Geom's deaft “T'he witness then produced a
Banker's pass book between his house and the prisener, in which the latter had
made an entry of bills to a considerable anennt, desiring ilem to be placed to
account of the Pxecutors of Mi. Ll ghts and vpen this account it appearcd, that
25 106G draft on Blight was lust deposited, but not being paid, was erased. '1he
witnes. furtler stated, that the prisover liad never calied as Le had promised 3 but
that Mr. Blich: czlled on the 28d to kuow if the chieque was poud, ane bneing it
was not, expressed muoch surprize, saying  Patch (the prisoner) was a good na-
tured fellow, and that he (the deceased) would ook after it,” .

Mr. Willis, partner in the samie Louse, corroborated tie testimony of the last
witness,

Mr.Garrow then called Thomas Webster, and his son, William Webster, with
Williany's wife, to prove ihat the suspicionssuggested by the prisoner azainst them
were complerely unfounded, by substuntiating a clear and positive _Adb cn the
night of l‘.u murder; a2nd a simiv preol’ was substantiated for Clarke, who was
also charged with suspicien on ihe case.

Mr. Garrow next produced the deed of agreement, under which, the prisoner,

. in consideration of the sum ot 12501 was o bave one-tihd of the profiis of Mr,
Blizht's business, ' -

Mr. Jones, Surgenn, who first attended Mr. Blicht, was sworn—[le said. that
on the evening of the catustrophe, he biad conversed with Mr. Biight vpen his
wharf, frem half past five tonealy six o'clock ; that be saw in that tnie, the 1
soner Patch ride tu at the gate, booted 5 but that after the wisfoiiune had happen-
ed, on beingsent for, he saw Mr. Patch again, and saw him in s kneeling josture
on the hed of Mr. Blizht, endeavouring to assist bim, withishoes gnd white stock
ings un, but he did not cbserve this till after ten o'clock 5 Lie could not Pe certain
that he saw it sooner.

Thomas Musk proved his being present at the execution of the deed of part -
nership belween the prisvner and Mr. Bliglt, which was produced and 1ead in
Court,

Maiv Salter, laundress, proved, that she had washed for the prisener, aud re-
ceived hier secand parcel of clothes to be washed between eleven apdiwelve elock
on the Monday on which the catastrophie occurred. She undervwent a lony inver-
yogation by Mr. Garrow 1especting a pair of white ribbed stockings, produ ed to
Ler, which weie found in a closet in the prisoner’s apartnient, marked witha ||

¥
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thread of coloured warsted, which che admitted to be Ler vsual mark ;. but wouid 8§
not swear positively, nor to any belief that the mark acrally was hiers,

My, Statford, prcipl Clerkat Bow-street, sworn, pioved tiat be found these o
stockings in the cleset of the apartment which the prisoner dckn wiedoed w Le |
Lis, in Mr. Blight's iouse 3-he found them flded ap in 1the wsoat manner of ¢l

stockings 5 but fiem fecling them, cbreived scmething haid in the centre, which |
induced Lim to orep ihem, when be tound ihe e s tGwerable elean, andio a2t all o
marke?, asif they bad Leen worn with Loots 5 but thesolesof it e fee: wesecovered
with mud, as if ile werer had walked without shoes in e dit. Tiev were soled |
with gravel and liv on the soles of the feet; snd the marure on the dece ased's
premises was of tie same sort of mxtwre.  Fhis was on the 8000 of sepletuben,
and the stockings were bapded aver (or the incpection of (b Jury, v
A ntheney, the Bow sticet CHlicer, cotriboiated the eviddboe of My, Staflond.
Rickard March, a nightman, who had been enploved ro exemine the mivyat o
Mr. Blight s house in search of a pistely proved ibat be iae examined he leaden i
tiuck which led to the sewer below, wnd found sticking i tle soil the ramrod of |
a pistol of considerabie size. 1t was found stcking about iwo inches hy 1) e worf |
eud in the snil Lelow, with some oakuns wadding sticking in the worm, which was
she cndy par of the ramiod that wis soded ; the rest was | el .ﬁec:li clean anledry:

ﬁ“l ‘l'
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and that part of the privy obviously shewed that no person conld have resorted
there for several davs ailicted with such a complaint as Mr. Pareh pretended.

Mary Smith, servant at the Brown Sear, Bow street, said, that she was the at-
tendant on Mr. Patch while in confinement there pending b s examinations ; that
on one of those davs he asked how his servant maid { Kitchener) was ; ordered
her a elass of wine; sent his compliments to her, and requested she would not
fiet, for that they only wanted to try whether she would alter her story.

The next thing produced in evidence was the written examinations of
the prisoner hefore the Bow-street Magistrates, Vide Examinations which
was attested by Mr. Graham, the substance of which we lay Lefore the
pubiic., '

These examinations being read, the evidence for the prosecution closed—
when.

The prisoner being ecalled upon for his defence, addieseed the Court.

Prisoner.—*¢ [ beg, m Lord, that the paper | hold in my band may be read
by one the Gentleman in Court.”

Mr. Kpapp then perused the paper handed from the prisoner, which was to
the following effect.—W ken stated, that he wasa poor man, from Devonshire,
who came to London te better his condition, am‘ that he had a wife and four
children. 1t commented with expressions of gratitude for the means which
had been taken to produce him a fair trial. W hatever might be the result with
rezard to an individual, was of no consequence ; but the cause of public jus-
tice woul.! be promored by the impartiality of these proceedings, and that was
at all times of the highest importance. He could not enter avowing the grati-
tude he feit for the attention his Lordshin had paid to the popular perejudices
which had prevailed, and who therefore had provided that his case should be
snbmitted to twelve gentlemen, removed from the bustle and clamour of a
pnblic assize, who would calmly retect c¢n the merits of the case, and give
their dicision in a way that would confer honour on themselves and their country.
A man pointed out as he had been as the object of general detestation, assailed
on every side by secret and open hostily, possessed no advantageous ground
from which he could resist the assaults of his enemies. He was accused of a
felonious erime, and under this charge ne had ot even the customary assist-
ance inmaking his defence ; while on the part of the prosecution it was allowed
that the whole should be laid before the Jury with all the benefit of deliberation
and learned commeat.  In this unfortunate predicament, he was not capable
ot preparimg his defence with any immediate application to the evidence now
delivered. 1t must be principally referzble to the depositions given by to the
witnesses before the Mavistiates during the preceding examinations. W hat,
thecefore, should be deficient, he intrexted the Jury by their good sense to
supply, and although be lamented the circumstance on the present occasion,
vet he was convinced, that the mode of trial the law had pointed out was
founded on the same humane principles which had always distinguished the ad-
ministration of British jurisprudence. The caseazainst him was supported by no
direct evidence; it was not evenpretended, that anydireet and conclusivefact could
be preved ; it dependled whollv upen a chain of incidents none of which, taken se-
parately, could be satisfactory s and would fora Jury to determine if all of them,
conside ed collectively, could be suihcient to establish the guiltof the prisoner.
The natwre of the evidence was then enly circumstantial, a sort of t&timony
which had been received at all tinces with great caution, and which could not be
a hinitted, when the oflence charged was wholly incapable of any positive proof,
This reluctance to receive such testimony was justified by the ditheulty of esta-
blishing any truth by such means ; ina iong copcatenation of facts, if a single
link of the chain failed, the whole was destroyed, nothing could be au:ﬂ‘aincdi};
it. What was the extent of the chain wh ch was now to be perfect inall parts.
Forty witnesses were examined, and the Jury were called upon to examine, not
only if they were consistent with each other, but if they were consistent with
themselves.  Weatever mizht be the fidelityof the witnesses, it should not be
forgotteu how much depended on the accuraey of the memory; so that only a
malgnant motive butan incorrectness of memory would be sufficient to destroy
all this testiwony on which the prosecutiou mu.t entirely depend.
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The charge proceeded on these three grounds—1st, the motive to the merei—
2d, The opportunity of committing it—3d. the impossibility of its commission
by any vther but the prisoner.  1st, With regard to the motive. The person
who had lived in Labits of intimacy and friendship with the deceased, must
shrink back with horror at such a deed.  So far fiom any attempt upon bis Life,
the prisoner would a thonsand times rather have sacrificed his own for its preser-
vation. - But not only the fecling of ailection would have operated powertully,
but the sentiment of pure mercenary interest wonid have had the same influence
to protect the life of Hlr. Blight. "The success of the prisoner depended upon
the existence of the deceased. He hadenteved into business with Mr. Blight in
circamstances soimewhat embarrassed, and the credit and countepance of that
gentleman was peculiarly necessary to its success, How was it possible for ihe
concern to be condvocted? Could h].ﬁ!‘:ii. be purchased, could matenals be found,
could any line of rezular conneetion be maintained without his support: By
his death the prisoner was deprived of ail bis beneficial prospects, and yetit was
contended that these could alone be brightened and improved by that event.

Lt had been said, that the prizoner was in a state of distress’ and po-
verty. It was true that he was pressed by a claim for tithes, but it was
not correct to say that by this he was redueed to a condition of absolute
rain. IHe had an estate, and a farm well stockéd, in the county of
Devon. In this situation he had been informed of the profits of ship
breaking, and he was determined to acquire the knowledgeof a business
so productive, he therefore conneeted himself with Me. Blight, but net
with any intention of continuing, as had been represented, in the cha-
racter of a menial servant.  He had more than 1300l and 12501 of this
sum had been appropriated in execution of the agreement, for the ac-
guisition of hne third of the trade. The account of Mir. Blight in
regard to these atfairs was not implicitly to be relied on: he was aman of
irregular habits; he had many private expences of which Mrs., B. had
no information ; he had many natural children, and expended consider-

“able sums on women, in habits of impurity and dishonour. Besides
this, he had been involved in his mercantile pursuits, which ended in his
failure. From the papers of such a person no satisfactory evidence
could be acguired ; muny of his most sulemn instroinents were fictitions,
and such were acknowledzed to he the papers of the 15th July, which
had been so improperly introdiced in‘o this transaction, (The prisoner
here entered into a general examination of the mattess of account be-
tween himsell and the deceased, from all which he contended that he had
given a bona fide consideration for his share of the business, and that tha
10001, in which Mr. Goom was concerned, was no part of the amonnt
he had paid for his concern, but an ifem of accounts with Mr., Blight,
entirely indepentent. A merchant, surrounded by his eclerks, he said,
eould give a full account of his pecuniary afiairs on competent evidence,
but he having none of these assistanis, and being deprlved of his pria-
cipal testimony by the decease of his brother, and the distance of his
connexions, 1eliecd with confidence on the candour of a British Jury.
Placed, as he was, in this situation, he could not call his friend from the
grave to supply the conclusive proof of his innocence : the nature of his
defence only admitted of strong probability, and shewing that he ha i neo
donbtof the acquittal to which he was entitled from his coundry.

The next proposition regarded the oppo stunity of committing the erime,
It was trne that he hadabundance of opportunity to porpetrate this erime,
il he had theinclination, and the possib.lity of committing it at sy Limiey
and at all times, furnished one strong ground of his defence. it he i




TRIAL OF MRE. PATCH.

infended the murder, would he have committed it when there was a wit-
ness at hand to proclaim his guilt 2 Would Le not have availed himself of
the silcut hour of midnizht, when nothing could have occurred to have
fixed upon him the gnilt 7 One cirenmstance removed, beyond all doubt,
the weight of the charze; the door of the privy and the report of the
pistol, were beardat the same instant by the witness, on whom the whole
of the case rested It was impossible the prisoner could be at the neces-
sary and in the house discharging this weapon of destruction.  What was
the conduct of the prisomer immediately after the event? Did he noi send
into the neighbourhood to obtain assistance? Did he not attend to ex-
plain all the facts to the friends of the deceased, and before the NMagis-
trates? Did he fly from his home and his country to seek protection from
the hand of avenging justice? Kvery particular conducted to show, that
in the persvasion of his own innocence, he defied ali the means which
might be employed to effect his destruction. The prisoner terminated
with some remarks on particular parts of the evidence, said that he
was a plai. unlearnod man wnacenstomed to the subtilties «f legal
disputation, and in the most direct and positive terms, avowed his
own purity and innocence. Ilis life was of little conseqguence. he la-
mented only the fate of four chiidren who depended upon his Industry
for their support, and was confident that the jury would not Le less in-
clined to a candid and humane consideration of his case on account of
these pledges of his sincerity to them and to his country.
WITNESSES FOR THE DEFENCE,

Josiah Slee, Thomas Haeffam, and Richard Poole, were called to esta-
Llish the character of the prisoner.  They had euch of them been acquaint-
ed with him for two or three years, and gove general testimony to his re-
spectable demeanowr in the way of his Fusiness

The Chief Baron now procecded to sum up the evidence; lut lefore he
entered into the particulars he seid he should explain iis general nature
and bearing. It was true that the whole was circumstantial, there was
no direct testimony whatever; Fut when this was conmected Ly a long se-
ries of well connected fucts, it was often more convine rg that the testi-
mony of a few witnesses to minute and insidaicd poinis. It was possible
Jor a plain short story to e tolid with confidence and wddress, and some in-
stances had oceurred in which impesitions had teen pra ticed, which have
defeated the greatest vigilunce of an impartial and intelligent Jury.
I hen a train of circumstorces were necessary to estal lick any fact, eol-
{usion was generally impossille, and if the slightest dissonance were dis=
covered in any material respect, the whole was destroyed, nnd the prisoner
waos acquitted.  His Lordship then entered into the testimony of cach in-
dividual witness, commenting cn the different items in his progress. He
olserved, at great iength, on the wmatiers of ¢ ccounts, and concluded,
Jrom the tenor of the testimony, that the pricoier had. adopted a regular
system of fraud, the olject of which was to b finally attained by the as-
sassinction of the deceased  Whether he hod successfully attained these
E{fﬁ.mafe means was the question for the detcrmination of the Jury, in
which they would exercise their judgment, and decide in a way honour-
alle to themselves, and safisfaction to their conntry.

The Learned jujue having concluded his ch  ve, the J ury retired for about
Q0 munulcs, and returned, at halfpast nine, sheir veredict of Guity.

_ M. Kuapp, clerk of the arvaigns then aderessed, prr’ynn&r with solemnity,

m
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recapitula’ed his erime, the cerdict of his Jury; end pul the usual question,
what he had to say why judviiant of Death, end Erccution thereon, should
put be warded cgﬁ;:m.f him,

- The prisoner bowed, Lut made no answer.

The Learned Judge then shortly addressed the prisoner, told him he fad
deen trivd ﬁy a hwnane, .u_m'a'_J_'.':.f, GH ju.f.l,'h nl J:—'r'jx, who, -l':if?u' ﬂ_ﬂ!:imiﬂglfﬂ‘_fﬁﬂ
whole of the case, fad pronvunced him Guilty of @ crane the most afrocious
ever known to the lows of this counlry—a crime commencing in ingratitude,
continned in _fraud, ond lermiinating in the foul assassination of his friend and
Lenetictor.  Aticr what had already been said upon the subject, nothing now
romained fo him but to prowcunce the owful senlence of the low, which
wai—That the prisoner be taken back from whenee he came, and from thence
trat he be taken en Tuesday morni 1o pext to the place of crecution, there
lo de hanwed by the neck wntil dead, and then to be delivercd to the surgeons
to be disceted and analomized; and may the Lord have mercy on your
soul.

The prisoner maintained firuness to the last, and reccived his desting with-

out the slighlest change of countenaner,

This melancholy event, to which the pulblic attention has leen so gene-
rally directed for the last siv months, urderwent the solemn enguiry of a
Court, held at the Surrey Quarier Sessions House. So universal was the
interest exciled Ly the trial, thal as early as six in the morning the Session
House was Leset by a concourse of persons,  As the hour ﬂppmﬂrﬁed which

was appinted for the opeinng of the Court, the impatience of those who

had been scveral hours in waiting for admitlance was such, that the nu-
merous censtatles in atlendance were scarcely alle to preserve a passage
Jor the Law Officers and others, to whon ingress was allowed; few other
persons were permitted entrance, and they consisted principally of the
Dukes of Sussex, Cumierland, and Orleans ; Lovds Portsmouth, Grantiey,
Moultford, Deerhurst, and G, Seymour ; Sir John Frederick, Sir John
Shelley, Sir Thomas Turton, Sir William Clayton, Sir J. Mawley,
Count Woronzo, &'c.

PATCH’s LETTER to Mr. BLIGHT,

Directed to MARGATE, and dated the 20tk of September, 1805.

€€ Dear S7r,

“ T have a very unpleasant and alarming circumstance to inform you of. 1 was yes-
terday in the apartment in which Mrs. B. sits at breakfast, and at half past eightin the
evening | heard the report of a gun, the contents ef which came through the window
rearest the yard gate. When the servant brought the light, 1 ordered her to shut the
shutters, and the ball came thro® the window and through the shutters ; besides the frame
the blind was knncked all to pieces, one of which struck me on the head 5 but I am hap-

Py to say, it has dene me no naterial damage. 1 immediately ran into the yard, but I .

could see npone,and ain at a loss 1o judge of theinreution at present, but it seems hkely
to be intended for your’s or my life. 1 hope you will find it accidental, which will be a
satisfaction to me and you; but fiom the direction, I believe it was done in the wharf,
and the party was disappointed to find the window shut.

“Tdo not know what enemics you may have; but 1 have not offended any one by
word or, deed. :

“ [ have had but little business since you were gone, and have very little more to in-
sert to you ; but my respects to you and your family ——I shall be happy to have a few
lines, but much more to see you, as you are the only friend 1 haveto consulg,”

Your’s, &c.
RICHARD PATCH,

Dl MR o |
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Foramination of Myr. Patch. |
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R. R. PATCH and Esther Kitchener, were taken into custody on Friday

night, September 27th, 1805, at Greenland Dock, brought to town and

examived privately at the Public Office, Bow-street; the examination Insted un-
til midnight and was resumed again on Saturday, whea Mr. Gribam came to |
the Office about eleven o'clock, to resume the investization of the murder of

Mr. Blight.

Marv Ruck, a servant to Mrs. Wrizht in Arundel-street. Strand, was sent for;
* she deiucml that she lived s=rvant with the deceased thirteen months, and had
Teft his service about five weeks previous to his murder.  During the time she
was in the service she did not recollect seeing any fire arms in the house, After
she was dismissed, Esthier Kitcheper the servant who wis in the house, at the
time the murder was committed, was sent for from the Brown Bear Publie
House, where she and Patch bad been detamed the precceding night. ——
She underwent an examination for about two Liours, when Mr. Parch was
brought over, and continued under very close examinauon till past six o'clock.

On Wednesday morning Mr. Graham resumed the investigation of this hofrid
deed. Two gentlemen gave evidence at considerable length respecting the con-
nexion of the partics; but they had no knowledge of the mbrder. Mr.Ferguson,
the executor of the deceased, attended the examination. Neither of the pri-
soners were brought to the Office. As soon as the common business of the .
Office was gene through, Mr. Graham, attended by Mr. Stafford, set off for the
Deceased’s house at Dock-Head, to endeavour to gain more information.

Hopwood, the patrole, continued t0 sleep in the bed every night with Mr.
Patch, at the Brown Bear Public House.

On Thursday morning, socn after cleven'o'clock, Esther Kitchener, the ser-
wvant of the decezszed, was brought from the Brown Bear Public House, and un-
derwent a long private examination.  Afier which Mr. Patch was brought over,
and remained under examination till past three o'clock, The evidence of several
witnesies, who was examined before Mr. Graham the preceeding evening, was
read to him, and he not being able to give a satisfactory account upom certain
poiats, the magistrates, Sir Hichard Ford and Mr. Graham, informed him, they
thought it their duty, from the cireymstances that had been proved, to commuit
him to prison ; the latter of which addressed him as follows: !

@M+ Fach, 1 Wave ardored you to be brovght herey that 1 may commit you for gral,
for the wiltul morder of the late 3Mr. Blight,  From the accounts in the newspapers of
the Coroner’s Inguest, 1 was first induced to enguire inte this mysterions affair; and
that very first couvinced me that much suspicion lay at your door. [ therefore endea-
voured to scarch to the bottoi: of your affuirs with the deceased, when 1 fonad out, that
there wore stro g reasons 1o suspect you.” o

A bill off parceis and @ receint for the pavment of a sum of 2065], as the value of the
stock and trade of Mr. Biight, had been produoced, from which itajpeared as if the whole
ofthe pro ety wasactuzliy conveyed to Mr. Patch for that sum, The receipt was dated
the 151h of July, 1805, Lur papers had been since found, which proved, and it appear-
ed by the day-books, that 1he prisoner continved to receive weckly wages as a servant,

o up to the o of August.  As to the shutting of the countinghouse door, and thealmost
wstaptereons discharge of the pisiol by which it was sworn that the deceased had camey
by his deach, tliose appeared 10 him (Mr. Graham ) at least to he dovbiful cirrumstances
for vpor examination of the premiscs, he found that M. P, would have had a distance
af about £4 0t 1o rum. while the maid had only 14 10 go from the kitchen to where she
saw hermaster; ind it was rber iapiob. ble that the sound ofshut ing the door too, could
have bieen hicard without some exre ordipary pains were taken tonake o noise with it}
as the door was satier stiff on the hisges, and would not flap tooof its own accord. Thé
purchase of the aatorals of an old ship  was not aseertained untii the fact was panly
parkered from one of the witnesses, and was afterwards, with diffculty, extorted from the
prsover. . Mrs. Blight had also sworn to the suspicion which her husband had latterly
entertained of Mre. P with respect o 1he 10001, She had also sworn. that the prisoner
had at fist come to their house on a visit 1o his sister, who was at that tume in their
service 3 that he then pffered to give up his time and ab lity toihem in any way in which
bie could be fourd usefvl, barely for his victuals; that Mr. B. had in a short time after
that given him 401 2 year, and that his salary was afterwards raised to 1601 on his agree-
ing to find his own beard. These cireumstances must plainly,shew that there was po
great probability of his paying for the share in the business, as it was alledged that the
deceased was very presiing about the 10001, and had even szid that he had been deceived
by Patch with respect o it; andas no person was scen about the premises after the -
tnsichior, or renuing sway from thence immediately at the time when people were
F‘i‘-"‘"”'h’ by, the case was such as appeared to him to require investigation in a higher

Jace.

f The deposition
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FXAMINATION of Mr. PATCH.

M. Stafford, the principal Cleck of this Office,  They were very voluminons; bu.t_ -
following 1|.1:-Lr contents :— )
A Lowsa Davis depozed, that on Mongday :hght the 19th of September, when the
et happencd, sle was cuum:_r_'_ by the house of Mr. Blight, aiid heard the repurt of a
gunor pistal,  She was close to the gate of the house; vo peron whatever caine gut
wihile she was there, It was between-cight and nine o'clock,

Mary Elizabeth Davis, sister to the last witness, and in company with her at the time
ahove "-Hi'l..-llllulh:tl., corrobiorated 1he first evidence,  They were not more than four yards
fram the gate of M Blight's house, when they heand the resort of the firing.  She did
not see any budv come gut of the house inte the lane.  1f there iad, she wus positive she
must have seen tiat persoin.

Michas! Wiight deosed, that he also heard the report of a pmm'f or gun go off; he
came up, and lie saive My P-.l-:h at the gateway  The witness then stated what the pne-
snner said, as to his having been fired at himse!l on the precectding Thursday. Mr Frost
<anie also o the house of Mr, Blight at the timie when the murder was commiited.  As
to whal bad Lagpened oo the preceding Thursday the pr soner stated the particulars, that
he H'h:.l been fircd at through the window in the parlour, while the servant-naid, Hester
Kirchener, Lad gone for some ovsters for him.  The witness asked him i he had pistols
in the huust-, he said, Yes, but n¢ ammunition. The witness asked him if he was not |
alraid.  The prisoner said, Noy he thourht it must be done by somebody « ho knew the
house; but he did not think he would come again that night. He did not want any o
assistinee.

‘Tive next head evidence was on the suhject of certain papers whith the prisoner had
in his possession—on which he claimed to be the owner of the premises belonging 1o
M. Biiglit; it a; .:pw.rﬂtl thiat he had agrecd toadvance the sum of 1,2500, in ordar to be
all:lhtlu. to nie thir! share of the 'Lm-. ness of Mr. Blight, which was in the ship line, of |
which sum of 12501 h prisoner had paid 2501

It was then depesed, that on thie night Mr. Blight was murdered, the prisoner said he
hoped the pemon would Le found out and pustished, and that a perion of the name of
Clark was suspected. 1t appeared that the prisoner had related what was false on the
subjeet of s havie g naid 10001, toa banker tn make v the remainder of his purchase
mongy for one- ihnr-lni' thy business of Mr, Blight; and thar Mr, Blight suspected that

“all was pot vight in that particular, of witich he wrote to his wife. |

Mrs. Blight's deposition stated, that when the prisoner came into the service of her |
husband, he said he came from tlm country, and that he had been under some difhculty |
o account of complaint about tithes. That he offered w work for Mr. Blight ior his
meat and drink  He assisted for a short ti; ne, and went iito the country ; hut came back
again, and Mr, Blirht tosk him inte his service, and gave him ,J.J'I @ viedar; and afterwards
advanced i to 1601 a year, He received 11 18s, 4d. pet week, but he was to board him-
self. M. Blight never had more than 2501, of the prisoner.  H » was to draw a bili for
payment of lu[h.-}l to make up the purchase money of his one third of the business of
Mer. Blight, and, on account of that bill not being paid, Mr. Blight came from Margate,
M- "ﬁlle: it tumulerml the bill a good one at first.

The et point was, that of the suspicion which the prisoner said fell on a person of |
the name of Clark, as being likely to have done the horrid deed,  And as to him, the
deposition of a person of the name ‘of John Fox completely established an efifi, he hamg‘
with him at distant places, Rotherhithe and Limehouse Causeway, from soven in the
morning, until past niue at night, on the day the twrder was conunitted.

Mr. Thomas Graham's deposition, stated that he was aecquainted with the late Mr!
Blight and called on him when he arrived from Margare, to seitle some business—>Nir,
Farch came in, and then had boots on, and he asked for his spurs; he was then gmriﬁ
about the 10001 and M- Blight told Patch not to returs wiihout .f.i'w money, and he sai
he wouid not; and when he was gone Mr, Bl ght said, “that fellow had deceived him as

to the 10001 5 but Mr. Blight said to Patch, he trust ed it was all right, and Patch said
yes ; that he Ie nd called at his Banker's and was disappointed, and M. B-hﬂ'ht appointed
the next day to settle with the witness on account of this disappointment.

The depo-ition of Stephen Groom, the person on whom the bill for 10001 was stated
to have been drawn, went to prove, l.h.ut he, Mr. Groom, never directly, or indivectly,
authorized Patch to diaw on him for sov siin of money whatsosver; neither did Patch
ever apply to him for his gernrission for that purpose; ner was he priyy to any such
mea<ure ; nor had any application been made to him for the payment. - Paiweh had ne
claim on him for any money, nor had he any effects of Pateh’s i his band,

Mr. Graham obscrved, that, having foand the story of the prisoier upon the snbiect
af this Bill for 10001, {o0 be an ab=alure falselhood; he was led to o xamine the rase as he
had done; and he told the prisoner plainly, that he suspected him; and thus far did he
zo only as to what appeared to him to be the indueement to what had happened, the
ohjeet being to obtain the whole of the business of Mr. Bl ght, a third of which the #ri-
soner had agréed to purchase ; but out of 12001 purchase money he ha! paid only 250l

The nexe head of evidence to be read was that wluzh waq applicable tv the event |

Hueshould hegm 'emh tlm e\.ldeucq uf the Sgn.mi
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FXAMINATION of Mr. PATCH.

E HH'\I“T Eirchener's { the servant-inaid | fle't,'n iThomn was next rend The c‘l’l‘l!].r part aof her

¥ testimons which we have not befors publisiied, related 1o her evideAce, that Parch hd
on a pair of shoes and white cotton steckings the night the deeeassd was shot: that he
did not in genaal wearshoes and stockings, but principally bosts. Ivappeased by her
deposition, that he bad often cantioned ber 1o mind what shie said when examined,-and
had more than oaee alluded o hor bearing himshot the counting-hovse and grive-door ;
that the candlestick which the prisoner had fom hey fo goto the prive, had, fronnits ap-
pearance, been sct down in the dirt 3 and that the night oo which her master was shot was
a ratay night, :

The deswsivion of Mr. Jones, the Surgeon, who attended the deceased, |}!"EWN"|, that
the i:rr'-,ﬁn]';:-r had on a i-:,ir at alioes, and white cottan :-1.1:1'.:ni||:|.:?- ot the 1:ig!:t aof the mar-
dm, and that the -mukh:gs were broad-ribbed ones. M Jones never saw the |-'|"1.-H‘:1:|I!r
wear shoas and white stockings befors thar night, The woman servant tuld him, that
shie had sereamed ont on hearing rthe fiving 5 shie jumped up, and saw her master from the
k'll.-;!ien'-uiuur, aited Meard hisav, he was o dead man ! Shetorned round, and in half

3 minure Mr Parch knocked violently at the dour, The woman servant added, that
Fatch said to her, * You must be particuiar in what vou say; ven must say vou head
‘me in the arivy at that instiat the pistol went 0i.”  She said, * Mr, Patch, 1 will say
nothing bat the truth,”

Mr. Jones <aid, he came to Mr. Blight’s hovse with Mr, Whight, and found Patch in
the parlaur, deserbing where the ball had envercd when he b d beea shot al. Mr.Jones
asked Pawch if he had fire' arms ; No, he said, be had not; aud they would be of no use
#f he had, for he hald no ammuniton 3 Jones offcred to got him some; he said, No, he
did nor JJ.!_'.Ji;; thee would com ug iity, and that he should g to bod,

A pair of white broad ribbed cotion stockings were new produced : from their
appearance it was cvident the last wearer must have walked in them without
shoes out of doors, and at a time when it was very wet and ditty. 'l hrough the

, #op of this pair of stockings was drawn a piece of worsted of a particular colour,

. The evidence of Mary Slater, washer-woman to Mr. Patch, went toshew, that

. she used to mark the clothes sent her with worsted.  She was not sufe she

| marked the stockings in question with the worsted which was pow in them, bug

| that if she did not mark them, she recoived them so marked from Mr. Patch.

I Two other pairs of stockings were producsd, which were, with the dirty ones,
found in her possession, and in Mr. Pawel's room ;. they were all marked with
 the same kind of worsted; it also appearcd, that Mr. Paich had, on the morning
of the day on which the murder was cominitted, sent his dirty linen to be
washed ; therefore it was presumed, if thuse stockings of his had been. dirty at
that period, they would have been sent to the wash,

The depositions of three apprentice bovs, Smith, Brown, and Owen, were
next read.  The two former stated, thar the deponrents were in such a situation
when the pistol went off that shot Mr. Biigh:, as to prevent any one escaping
without their secing him that wav; the deposition of the latter shewed, that it
was next to an impoessibility that any one could escape by tiie whter afier the
pistol was fired, as the deponent was in a situation which commanded that part
of the premises. b

Christopher Morgan deposed to his coming to the house of Mr. Blight on
bearing the alarm: he came to give his assistantce-—knocked at the door, and
afier some difficalty, got in.  Mr. Blight was then shot.  He asked Mr. Blight if
he had given offence to any of his men? ¢ No,” he said. Witness said, No
man could do this without provocation; and Patch said to the witness, ¢ Sir, 1
may as well suspect you as any other man.”  He said that he had a disorder in
his bowels, and went to the privy; he heard the shot, went with his breeches in
his'hand, and found Mr. Blight in the state he was in.

Sarah Wright, who was formerly a servant to the deceased, swore that there
was a pistol in the cases hanging up in the kitchen at the tme of her being in the
service of Mr. Blight.

Several witnesses swore that there was not any pistol in either of the cases
when they were examined, shortly afier rhe circumsiance of the shooting of
Mr Blight was known.

Mary Smith, servant at the Brown Bear, deposed, that while Patch was there,
ke ordered the witness to give the servant maid, who was in custody there also,

a gias: of wine; and he told her to keep to her story, for that they had kept ber
there to try her.  She said she would keep to the same story, which was the
truth, and that she would do so if they were to hang her up to a tree. :

The depositicn of Mr. M‘Duff, stated, that the examinant called at M,
Blight's, on the day of the Coronei’s Inquest, when the prisoner enquired whe-
ther he could not have a renewal of the lease which Mr. B. held of the City of
London ? the deponent was surprised at this questinn being asked at such a time,
and expressed the same to the prisoner, whom he afterwards saw st a  ublie
house in a state of intoxication, -
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EXAMINATION of Mr. PATCH.

After the whole of the informations had been read, the parties were bound
in a recornizance of 40l. each to give evidence on the trial.
Mr. Graliam wished to bind over Mr. Ferguson, the executor of the deceased,
a5 the Prosceator 3 but he declined. and suggested that it would be better to bind
over Mr. Savage, the Parish Oihcer, who was on the Coroner’s Jury, and had
offered a reward for the discovery of the murerer, which was agreed o by the
magistrate. .
Mr. Fletcher the Attorney attended for the prisoner, and Mr: Graham stated
to him his grounds of suspicion upon the evidence, as the informations were se-"
verally read over.
Mr. Fletcher made application to the magistrates, in censequence of the long
confinement the prisoner must experience, that he might be allowed some mo-
ney, and that he mizht bave access to him to prepare his defence. On this,
Mir. Graham proposed, that Mr. Ferzuson, the executor of the deceased, should
pay the prisoner 250l. which was due to him for wages; and, as that was all the
stake he had in the business, he should give up all claim vpen it, which was
agreed to by the prisoner. Mr. Grabam directed that Mr. Fleicher should see
the prisoner while in confinement, The prisoner was then ironcd and conveyed
to prison. |
His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, and several Gentlemen, attended the |
Office on the occasion. |

March 28, 1506, Yesterday the witnesses, on the part of the prosecution against Mr,. |
Patch uppeared before the Grand Jury at the Castle Inn, Kicgsion, Sir John Frederick, |
one of the members for Surry, presided in the chair, and the Jury -consisted chiefly of |
Surry magistrates,

The widow of the unfortunate Mr. Rlight wds examined first, for about one hour and
a half; after which Hester Kuchener,the servant maid was ealled ing there was considers-
ble difficulty in finding her, for she had been Liberated on her own recognances, and had
given a wrong address—It was by mere accident that the trial was not put off, until tha
neéxt assizes. The examimation was minute and tm:g. and besides her and Mrs H!'g:._!ht'
twonty-six other witnesses wera called in; after having spent from 12 o’clock until 7 in
the evening the Jury thought the evidence befora them suffizient to find a bill, without *
th: testimony of several oither witnesses who were waiting o give their depositions, and
a'true bill was according found.

Mr. Humghries, the solicitor, has been {ixed on by government for the prosecution——
He has been indesatigable in his exertions to procure such witnesses as eouid throw
a light on the subject, and he elocidated their statements before the Jury.

Saturday, March 29—=Mr. Patch wiil not take hisTrial atthe present assizes for Swrry. |
He will be tried by a Special Commission, at Horszmonger Lane ; but the day is not yet
fixed, The above order was made at King+ton, at 11 o’clock yesterday morning.

Apiil 1. Many rumours are in cireulation respecting the postponem-nt of Mr.Patch’s
trial, for the supposed muorder of Mr. Bhight., Some ascrite the removal of it from the
Kingston assizes to the belief that the ju-lge wished to be assisted in his judgment upon
several l;‘gnl ob)ections, Wi!i"l'l.,, it i3 l':r!:lf:rﬁt{mﬂ, are to be taken to the 'LIL:_‘_]-.":mi:n[; and
others, to the supposed prejudice that has gone abroad, and rendered a special pannel ne- |
cessary ;. both of which are erroneous. As to the pannel, the same will try him at Horse-
monger-lane, 15 wonld have be:n called on the Jury at Kingston. ‘The simple fuct is,
that a material witness, a Police officer, is necossorily absent npon duty, attending the
Assizes in the West of England 3 and secondly, that the Criminal Court, at Kingston,
is in such a wretched (ate of delapidition and ruin, and thecrowd expee edso immenses,
that apprehensions were entertained of the fabrie tambling about the cars of the Judge

. and Jury ; for these reasons, therefore, it was thought advisable to remove the trial 1o
I-im:;:.-.nmngm-lmw, where the Court is far more spaciouws and every way inore gunveaicnt
for the purpnses of juctice.

Sth. A commititer of the Surry magistrates met at the Sessionstouse, Horsemon ger-
Jane, on Wednesday afternoon, attended by My, Knapo, as Clerk of the Arraigns, and
the Surveyor for the County, to consider of the best means of fititng up the Court rop
the trial of Mr. Patch.  The necessuiy directions were given, artd the Court s luoring
and lining with matting, and covering with green baize in the upper parts g new railing is
putting up on the sides and rears a box is Atting up as intended for onz of the Royal
Family 5 and evere accommadation making that the Court will adimt o Uhe number of |
persons applying for eands of admission wircaly exceed the number the Coart will udmit -

The Chief Baron, onebeing a, plied to for his opinion as to makingthe Coart a elise |
Court, by admitting persons only who were furnishal with fickets, exoressod himscAP
adver:= to any such regulation, ¢ God fortid thata man to be tried for Such an offens
by a Jury of his counry shioild be trie=d 1 2ay other way than an epn Court, “to whi
the public conld he adimitted, as fir 25 the extent rendered prudeot.™ | 1t was in

PP T 21 bt o All he req.ired was, that the Conrt should be kept cle
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FARTHER PARTICULARS

Tuesday, April9. We stop the Press to announce that
the prison of Horsemonger-lane continued till a late imm,
to be visited by crow dfs whose curiosity was excited to see
this unfortunate man. His nearest relations only were ad-
mitted, and they liad a dismal interview in the condemned
cell, and that aeparate'«ly, in the tollowing order, Mr. Ives
and his deputy,Nr.Cave,remaining witnesses.of the melan-
choly scene. |

Patch bore his situation firmly ; but his brother and sis-
ter appeared exceedingly affected at the parting, when thg
prisoner began to shew the commencement of a convulsiv
affection of the mind. He cried bitterly, and embraced
his sister-in-law, who was the sister of his late wife, with
“uncommon tenderness : her husband, Captain 'Iohy, sard
he had witnessed men dying round l‘nm and suffered ship-
wreck ; but had: never felt as he did then. He looked like
a tar that had seen service. Assoon asthey had with-
drawn he was attended by the Rev. Mr. Mane, the chap-
lain, who, till a late hour, was solicitous to extract a con-
- fession of his guilt, which this unhappy man persisted m
concealing. At six o’clock he broke out in the following

- words, ““ And is thiere thenm no mercy left for an innocent

- man?” Being informed that his concerns with this world
were at an end, and that he must suffer in the morning, he
summoned an uncommon degree of fortitude, wlmh, in
act, never left him ahcrwards, for he ascended with it to
the fatal platfnrrn, while lis two fellow sufferers, (a man
and woman, both aged) for coining, were led up b}f ‘I:‘he
sheriff’s officers, with difficulty.

‘The High Sherift addressed Patch on the subject of con-
- fession ; but he re lied, ¢ I have confesssed my sins to God,

" and Man can aﬁ‘&m} me o relief.” 'They then parted under
the gateway of the court; when he was led to the platfbm

The Chaplain prwed with the prisoners, and wrgedPateh
toa confession, v  replied, ““se had confessed Jis sins o
" God.” The ropes were then fixed, and just as the executi-

E oner was about to pull the cap over his face, he whi t;;,ared
for about a ‘minute, to. Mr. Ives, and upon enqmry,he sai
z‘}mt Patch was the Man. His knees trembled smd his ﬁam
- was convulsed.

He was neatly dressed in black, his hau clusq i:rnpped.

& mld dmpla;{ed the utmost firmness.
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