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" Mr.CRUDEN Greatly Imured :
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Mr. ALexanpER Crupen Bookfeller to the late
QU EE N, Plaintif, and Dr. Monre, Matthew
Wright, Fobn Ofwald, and Fobr Davis, Defendants ;
in the Court of the Common-Pleas in Weftminfter-
Hall Fuly 17, 1739, on an Action of Trefpafs,
AlJanlt and Imprifonment : 'The faid Mr. CRUDEN,
tho’ in his right Senfes, having been unjuftly con-
fined and barbaroufly ufed in the faid Mastbew
Wright’s Private Madhoufe at Bethnal-Green for
nine Weeks and {ix Days, till he made his wonderful
Efcape May 31, 1738.

To which is added

A furprifing Account of feveral other Perfons, who

have been moft unjultly confined in Private
Madboufes,

The Whole tending to thew the great Neceflity there
1s for the Lec1sLATURE to regulate Private Mad-
houfes 1n a more effectual Manner than at prefent.

To do Fuflice and Fudgment is more acceptable to JEHOVAH than
Sacrifice. Prov. Xxi.. 3.

i

LN DO N:
Printed for A. INjurep near Temple-Bar: And

Sold by the Pamphlet-Sellers of "Lowdon and
Wefiminfter, 1739,
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May it pleafe Your MajEsTY,

SRSk BE G leave moft bumbly to addre/s

(D Your MAajESTY, and to petition Your
D) MAJEsTY in a moft dutiful and mff
bumble Manner, that Your MAJESTY

may be gracioufly pleafed to take fuch
Methods as may be effectual to redrefs thofe great

Evils and Injuries, to which Your MAJESTY'S

Subjects are expofed by the prefent unreflrained
Grievances of Private Madboufes.

Tuis bumble Addrefs is intended as a bumble
Petition 70 Your Majesty the Father and
Shepherd of Your People : And if's bumbly boped
the Prefumption of this bumble Petition will be
gracioufly excufed, feeing it is a moff neceffary and
moft dutiful Petition from One of Your MAJESTY'S
moft loyal Subjects, who bhath been injured in an
unparalleld Manner, as fully appears from the
Printed Journal of bis great Sufferings, and from
the following Treatife,
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SeEING your humble Petitioner hath loff Her late
MajesTy bis great and illufirious PATRONESS,
who was fo dear to Your MAJESTY, and fo greatly
and fo juftly efleemed by Your MAYESTY's Subjeéls,
to whom can be more naturally apply than to Your
MAajEesTyY, whole great Aim 1s to preferve and
defend your People in the FEnjoyment of ther
Liberties, that Your MAJesTY may be gracioufly
pleafed to take the greatly Injured Perfon under
Your Gracious and Royal Protection, at leaft fo
Jar as that Juflice may be dome to your humble
Petitioner, and that be may not be more and more
opprefled by bis injurious Adverfaries ; but that be
may be delivered from thofeawicked and unreafonable
Men, and that no Perfon may be able to [creen
mjurious Men from. the Penalties they: are juftly
and legally obnoxious to.

May the great GO D be pleafed to multiply
his Bleffings upon Your M AjEsTY and everyBranch
of Your Hluflrious Family: And may GO D
gracioufly incline your Heart to fhew Compayffion to
vour moft bumble and greatly oppreffed Petitioner.

TuEse are the fincere Prayers of bim who begs
feave to fay that be is with great Humility and
Sincerity, |

May it pleafe Your MAJEST YV,

Your MajesT v’s moft dutiful, moft obedienty
and moft devoted Subject, and Servant,. .

Lewdon Odtaber 1o, R L ,1'
1739. -
ALEXANDER CRUDEN,




AN
ACCOUNTofaTRIAL
In Zeftminfter- Hall,on Fuly 17,1739,

BETWEEN

Mr. ALEXANDER CRUDEN Plintif,
AND
Dy. Monro and Others Defendants.

7@+ having made fo great a Noife in the World,
yeZo it is humbly conceiv’d that fome Account of
7=\ the Methods he hath taken to obtain a legal
2. ©,) Satisfattion, and to vindicate his Charater,
: will not only be agreeable to thofe who have
a good Opinion of Mr. Cruden, but alfo to all his Majefty’s
Subjeéts, who have heard of his uncommon Cafe, and have
read the Account of his unparallel’d Sufferings in his Yournal
publith’d in March lait, under the Title of, The Lonpon-
CiTIZEN Exceedingly Injured;, which contains a true Account
of the great Injuries done him, that have been very amazing
and furprifing to the Readers.

Wightman and Ofewald, the two firft Aétors, fay, that it is
not manifeft that they had a felfifh and wicked Defign in this
Affair at firft; but it appears that the Key of this {eemingly
myfterious Scene of Iniquity is as follows; ¢ That thefe two
““ meddling and precipitant Men, having committed a maft
¢ unaccountable and unjuftifiable A&tion in Mr. Cradex"s un-
s¢ jult Imprifonment, and thereby having involved themfelves
¢ in a Labyrinth, would not at like Men of Wifdom and
o¢ Integrity, and acknowledge their precipitant Manage-
¢ ment; but like proud perﬁurimls Men would oblige Mr. Cru-
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2 An  Account of a TRiIAL

¢« den to pay the Charges of his illegal Imprifonment: And
¢« upon Mr. Cruden’s refufing tp fign them a Pardon or Re-
e« Jeafe, they wickedly contriv’d to fcreen themielves by
¢ drawing in fome of their Friends, who often met at Ofaval/d’s
«« Houle 1n the Poxltry, and centrived by the Afliftance of Dr.
¢« NMonro the Head of this Combination, to tranfport the In-
«« jured Perfon from Petbnal-Green to Bethlehem, that they
<« might fcreen themlelves from Punifhment, and cover cue
¢¢ heinous Crime by another more heinous.”

The Members of this Combination, who are call'd in the
Fournal the Judgesof the BL I N D-B E N CH, paffed blind
and 1oolifth Decrees, as if Wightman bad been a Monarch or
a Potentate, and they had been commiflion’d by him to difpofe
of Mr. Cruden: Their Names are as follow, Dr. Fames
Monro the Chairman, Dr. Fobn Guyfe, Mr, William Crookfbant,
Fobn Cooke Apothecary, Richard Horton Paliry-Cook, and
Sobn O/awald Bookleller. Wightman lodg'd at Ofavald’s, and
was a iort of Diflator to the Confederates; for Wightman and
Ojwald manag’d the barbarous Aftair of the Imprifonment
at firit ; but Ofwald wanted to have his Neck out of the Collar,
and lefe the publick Management of it to capricious Wight-
man, tho” he was always ready to afift him. ‘I hele Men had
no Right, Warrant or Authority in Law, Equity, or Con-
{fanguinity, or any other Manner whatloever to concern them-
felves with Mr. Craden.

The Criminals Wigktman and Ofavald wanted to be {creen'd,
and prevailed uvon the other filly and afterwards injurious
Men to meddle fo deeply in this Affair, that they became
Criminals themfelve:; and in the End they aéted in Self-defence.
Wright the Keeper of the Madhoule at Bethnal-Green is
kiown to be a Perfon of a very indifferent Charaéter, and his
infatiable Thirft after Money would determine him to receive
and detain the moft judicious Perfons in his Madhoufe.

Mr. Cruden wanted fome Papers at his Lodging in #hite's-
Alley in Chancery-Lane 5 and thofe in the Houle, being poifon’d
by Ojwald and Crookfbant, did not behave to him as ufual, but
in a fooiifh contradiéting Manner, which he could not well
bear, and they unaccountably raifed a falfe Alarm asif he had
been in diforder ; but the Fournal fhews that they all aéted rafhly
and without Caufe, and without Authority: And it may be
{aid, That they did it at frft avithout Reafon, and perfifted in it
avithout Remorfe. Mr. Craden hath had the Reputation of be-
ing a Perfon of uncommon Integrity,and hath often declar'd,
that, by the Blefling of God, he was never depriv’d of his
Underitanding ; and therefore {feeing God hath not been
pleafed to deprive him of it, no Man whatfoever, if he can
help it, fhall be able to ruin his Charader in that refpect.



Between Myr. CRUDEN and Others. 3

Mr. Cruden’s guilty Adverfaries have continued to throw
the old Calumny of Diforder upon him, which was the only
Shield the poor guilty Men had to fly to, and they, like
Men of no Confcience, whether chey believ'd it to be falfe or
not, have boldly afferted it, and it may be fuppofed they wifh'd it
was fo : But judicious Perfons are defir'd to confider the fol-
lowing Reafoning, which feems to cut down thofe unhappy
Men at once.

« Mr. Cruden efcaped from Bethnal Green May 31 1738, and
on Fune 6 had an Ateeftation from Mr. Mogan and Mrs,
Morgan in Downing-Street where he lodg'd, of his being in
no diforder ; and on Fuly 7 had an Arteftation from three
noted Phyficians Dr. Stwart, Dr Stakeley, and Dr. frnes,
of his being in Health and good Order, and that it was a moft
injurious and unaccountable Thing to propofe to fend him to
Bethlebem : And alfo Mr Cruder behaved rationally,regularly,
and inoffenfively. "But thefe Things have been evident;
therefore Wightiman, and the Confpiritors at Ofwald’s to fend
him to Bethlebem on Fune 27, and afterwards, were very in.
jurious Men: See Mr. Cruden’s Journal, Pages 40, 43,44,47.
¢« It is manifeflt from this Reafoning, that thofe Men were
¢ not more to be believ’d the firft Time than the laft, {ceing
¢ they were as pofitive and bold in their injurions Affirmations
¢ the fecond Time as the firfl: They publickly affirm’d that Mr,
¢ Cruden was as mad as when fent to Betbnal Green: Now as
1 4
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Mr. Cruder hath behav’d rationally and regularly, and con-
vinc'd the World of his Sanity at that time, and ever fince,
Is not this a pregnant Proofof his Sanicy when firft confir’d ¢
And will any wife Man believe Perfons convifted of Ly
ing and Calumny?’

The wicked Plot of fending Mr. Craden to Bethlehem was
«carried on by Wightman and the BLinp-Bencua great while after
Mr. Cruden’s wonderful Efcape from BetbrnalGreen ; and
what is an Advantage to others was Providentially his only
‘Security ; namely, their not being able to get him fix’d upon a
Parifh, which only prevented his being fent to Betblehem by his
.defperate Adverfaries, Thus Providence fruftrated the wicked
Defigns of his Adverfaries, and he happily efcap’d out of
their Clutches. Mr. Craden was perhaps as much terrify’d
with the Thoughts of Bethlehem, as any Man could be with
the Apprehenfions of the greateft Evil, and was for fome
time afraid to be in his Ledging the Night between Fridayand
Saturday; the Saturday-Mornings being the ufual Times the
Porters of Bethlehem come to carry Perfons thither.

Mr. Cruden commencd twe A&ions againft Wightman the
chief A&or, one for feizing his Money, and another for per-
fonal Injuries for an Aflault and Imprifonment at Bérbra/.

B 2 o Green,
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Green.  There was a Writ taken out of the Poultry-Counter ta
arrelt Wightman for the Money ; for which he found Bail,
namely Cooke and Horton, two of the Combination or Judges of
his Brinp-Bewcu : But this Affair hath been fhifted from
Court to Court by the Defendants, fo that the Plaintif hath yet
got no Satsfaction. The fecond A&ion againlt Wightmar
was brought before the Kings-Bench, and was to have been
tried on the z7th of Fure lalt, the Witnefles being fubpeena’d
and prefent at Guildball: But the Lord Chief Fuflice Lee,
fuppofing it wopld be a lgng Cayfe, appointed it to be tried
on the 2g9th of Fuly; fo that the other Caule againft Wight-
man's Accomplices, Monro, Ofwald, Wright, and Dawvis, came
on Fuly 17, which ought rather to have been tried after
Wightman's Trial. This Aftion betwixt Mr. Cruden and Wight-
man is not yet tried ; but it’s faid the Playo:if is determin’d to
try it the next Term, namely Michaclmas-Term.

The chief Defign at prefent is to give a fhort Account of
© the Trial betwixt Mr. Cruden Plaintit, and Matthew Wright,
_gabn Dawis his Servant, Dr. Fames Monro, and Fobn Ofwald,

our of Wightman's great Accomplices. Monro preicrib’d Phyfick

to the Plaintif before he vifited him, Moaro and Ofzvald gave
Tickets to Perfons for vifiting the Plaintif at Betbnal-Green 5
and Orders were given that none fhould be allow’d to fee the
Plaintif without an Order from Wightman, Monro, or Qfwald,
which was plainly affluming a Power over his Perlon. Monrg
became intirely Wightman's Creature, and was the Head of
the Combination to fend the Planitif to Bethlehem, after he
refaled to fign the Releafe to indemnify Wightman and Ofavald.
Wright and Dawis were guilty of imprifoning, chaining,
bandeuffing, and flrgit-awaflecoating the Prifoner, and of other
Barbarities, while they detain’d the Plaintif unjuitly as their
Prifoner. Dawis alfo gave the Plaintf a {evere Blow near the
Eye, which much disfigur’d his Face for fome time.

The Plaintif brought an Aflion againit thole four Perfons in
a Plea of Trefpafs, Affault and Imprifonment in the private
Madhoufe at Bethaal Green, &c.

The Declaration was, in Subflance, as follows: ¢ Thas
Matthew Wright, John Davis, James Monro, azd John
Oiwald, together avith Robert W'ightman, James Grant, and
Anna bis Wife, did make an Affault upon Alexander Cruden
the Plaintif, and him did beat, wwound, evilly treat, and im-
prifon; and bim, there in Prifon, contrary to the Laws and
Cufloms of England againff bis avill did detain; his Letters
and Meflages flop and intercept, and him from the Affifiance,
Comfort and Converfation of bis Friends and Acquaintance did
keep, oofbrul? and binder 5 and Iron Fetters, Chains, Cords and
other Inflruments of Cruelty and Oppreffion on him did put, and

¢ far
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€ for @ long Time did continue the Jame, namely, for the Space
¢ of ten Weeks, from the 23d of March 20 the 31/ of May,
¢ 1738. DBy reafon of which be is much injured in bis Calling,
€ Reputation and Bufirefs ; and bis Conflitution, Health and

Strength avere, and fHill are wery much weaken’d and impair'd ;
and bis Body wery much awounded, that bis Life was in great
danger : And other Wrongs and Injuries they to the faid Alex-
ander did, and againft the Peace of our Lovd the King, &ec,
awhereby the jaid Alexander is grml;jr injured : And be brings
bis Suit againft the faid Wright, Davis, Monro, and Oi-
wald for Damages of ten thoufand Pounds’.

Merro and Ofwald faid, that they were not in any wife
cuilty of the faid Trefpafs complain'd of by the Plaintif, and
pleaded Not guilty. Wright and Dawis could not deny the
Plaintif s being their Prifoner; and therefore pretended to juitify
it, by pleading that he was mad and fent by Robert Wigh:-
man to be taken care of : But the Plaintif replied that it was
wrongfully and wickedly done by them. And upon this
I5iue of Pleading it was brought to a Trial in Wefiminfler-Hall,
on Tuefday the 17th of Fuly 1739.

The Jury having been fworn, the Declaration was open’d
by one of the Plaintif’s Ccunfel, and the Cafe more fully ex-
pizin’d by another, and a third Counfel made an excellent
Speech againft the Evils of private Madhoufes; and par-
ticularly told the Jury, that no Perfon had Power even to fend
2 Lunatick toa Madhouie withouta Commifiien of Lunacy, or
the Authority of two or chiree Juflices of the Peace: And told
the Jury, thatit wascFrDPEr for them to confider thefe Queftions,
What Authority had the Defendants to commit the Plaintif?
And what way could they juftify their meddling with the Plain-
tif, 2nd abufing him in the Manner complain’d of ? The At of
the 12th of Zucer Anne about Lunaticks, was refer'd to, which
the Defendants had violated ; for by that A& a Perfon furioufly
mad, who is not of fuch an Eftate as to afford the Charges of
2 Commiflion of Lunacy, is not to be confin'd wichout the Au-
thority of two or more Juitices of the Peace: And what
greatly aggravated the Defendants Guilt, the Plaintif was fo
abufed when in his right Senfes.

The following Witnefles were brought by the Plaintif, and
folemnly {worn as ufual.

Samuel Reynardfon, Efq; one of the fix Clerks in Chancerr,
made Oath, that he had known the Plaintif about fifteen Years,
and that he had been Tutor to Mr. Coltman’s only Son at
Ssuthgate his near Relation : That the Plaintif behaved in that
Family to Satisfa&ion. That the Plaintif was ac his Houfe
about the 8th of Mareh 1737-8, being about 2 Fortnight be-
fore his Confinement at Besbnal-Green: That the Plaintif be-

' haved
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haved very well, and was about three Hours in his Company,
having fupped that Night with his Family. That he himfelf
was Irff(:nt at a Meeting at Ofwald's, in Fune or Fuly laft
Year, when Dr, Monre afk’d feveral Queftions of the Plaintif,
particularly if he was mad: That the Plaintif anfwer’d, that
he was no more mad than Dr. Monro himfielf: That at that
Meeting they talked of fending the Pluintif to Bethlebem:
That he faid at this Meeting, that he did not believe the Plaintif
was mad, and, asa Proof thereof, he told them that he could
prevail witl him to llay in his Lodging for a Week, which
he accordingiy did at his Defire. That he behaved well
afterwards, and that he never took him for a Madman.

Mr. Reynardfon’s Ewidence fheavs, that thofe Men awho met at
Ofwald’s at that time, wbhich was June 27 1738, about a
Month after Mr. Cruden’s wwonderful Efcape, defisn'd unjufly to
Jend Mr. Cruden #o Bethlehem : .2ud the Court itfelf thought
2t material,

Mr. Thomas Fletcher of Ware dﬂclar'd that the Plaintif had
been his Uther for Latin and Greek about a Year, in or about
the Year 1730, and that his Behaviour was gnﬂd and unex-
ceptionable: That Mr. Kelfey Bull and Mr, Frederick Bull
having procur'd a Ticket from Wishtman for three Perions to
vifit the Plaintif in May 1738, he went to Bethnal-Green with
them and with Mrs. Bu//, and found the Plaintif perfeétly in his
Senfes. That at his going into the Room the Plaintif had his
Bible before him, and he had Converfationwith the P aint.: about
two Hours; and that he receiv’d them agreeably, and behaved
very fenfibly, and that he thought there was no Occafion for his
Confinement. That he had feen him at his Houfe at #are
fome time after his Efcape from Bethunal-Green, and at other
Times, and that he always behaved fenfibly. That he had
receiv’d fince his Confinement feveral Letters from him, which
were very fenfible. That he had frequently {feen him, and
had employ’d him as a Bookfeller, and that he never faw him
in any diforder,

Dorothy Mayligh, Wright's Servant-Maid, declar’d that
Fright had often faid, that he would fet the Plaintif at Liberty,
provided he would fign the Letter fent by #ightman, and that
he came to Betbnal Green well, and behaved well for two Days.
T'hat about two Days after his coming he had Phyfick in the
Evening by Dr. Monro's Order, who had not vifited him,
and that the Night afier taking Phyfick he awak'd, and call’d
for Dawis to come to aflift him, (the Prifoner being chain'd to
the Bedllead) who not coming, the’ Plaintif made a Diftur-
bance. She declar’d, that Ofwalds Wife had taken the
Room for the Plamnuf, She faid that the Plaintif had beat fome

Perlons for refufing to go to Prayer with him, This Woman
ﬂggmwﬂrqﬂ'



Beiween Mr. CRUDEN and Others. vd

aggravated feweral Things about the Plaintif's dreaming once abous
a dead Corps, and quarelling with Wright and Davis ; but it is
not to be avondred at, feeing the Pfainfff bad fufpeiled her of Criminal
Conwverfation aith Davis, from bis obferving Indecencies and
Familiarities between them, and bad complain’d to Wright and
bis Wife of it during bis Confinement. Her Ewidence was inyali-
dated by Mr. Simplon a follsnving Witnefs.

Mr. Charles Riwington Bookfeller declar'd that he never
faw Mr. Cruden the Plaintif inany diforder, and that he always
logk’d upon him to be a wife calm Man, and that he was con-
cern'd in the printing of Mr. Cruden’s Concordance to the Bible,
That the Book was well done, and was the beft Concordance
extant,

Mr. William Hollsavel, Journeyman to Mr. Yacifer Barber
on Bethnal Green, declar’d, that he had fhav’d the Plaintif about
eight Wecks when in the Madhoufe, twice a Week, and
often three Times a Week, and that he found the Plaintif al-
ways in his right Senfes, and that he converfed always very
fenfibly. That the Plaintif often defir'd him to carry out
Letters, and that he at one time particularly receiv'd eight
Letters to be put in the Peny-Poft-Office : That the Plaintif
gave him a Shilling, eight Pence for the eight Letters, three
Pence for Shaving, and a Peny to himfelf; but Samue! Wall
a Servant of Wright's came foon after he was gone, and took
the Letters from him, and the eight Pence. This Witnefs avas
burried off, and be fays that he was not alloas'd time to make a
proper Evidence.

Mr. Adlexander Cruden, Sergeant-Major, declar’d, that one
William Simpfen told him in March 1738, that the Plaintif
wanted to fee him at Betbual-Green; and he went next Day, being
two Days after his Confinement, but was told by Dawis that he
had [tri€t Orders to let no body fee the Plaintif without an Order
from Wightman, Monro, or Ofwald. That heupon his return
went to Ofavald at his Shop in the Poultry, and defic’'d a Ticket
from him to fee the Plaintif. Ofvald faid, that he had been
concern’d in the Affair at firlt, but had now ieft it to W¥iphs-
man. 'That he with his Wife went to Wightman at Ofavald's on
April 27 for a Ticket to vifit the Plaintif; but he told him thae
he was very ill, and not fit to be feen. That Wightman gave
him a Letter to Dr. Menrs, who faid, that the Pliantif was very
ill; and the Deponent ask’d the Doétor, if the Plaintif’s Dif-
temper wasa Lunacy ! The Doltor faid, No, but only a Fever on
#he Nerwes. That heand his Wife prevail’d with Dr. Moo
to give them a Permit for vifiting the Plaintif: That they had
great difliculty to get accefs at Betbnal-Green, and that upon
{eeing the Plaintif he and his Wife found him very composd,
and perfedtly in his Senfes, and as well as ever they hadhfelen
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him; and they were with him for three Hours, from nipe o
Clock to Neon. That he got from the Plaintif thé Leszer of
Releafe {fent by Wightman to him to keep in Safety, and had it
in his Cuftody for two Months. That the Plaintif not being
allow'd Pen, Ink and Paper, he gave him a piece of Paper and
his Pencil to write down the Names of fome of his Acquain-
tance : That he defired him to go to them, or to write to
them of his unjut Confinement, and to defire them to vifi¢
him, which he did according to the Plaintif"s defire. That
the Plaintif was chain'd to his Bedftead, and that his Face was
much disfigur’d by a Blow near his Eye, which the Plaintif
faid was done by Dawis. That Wright had fhewn this Depo-
nent fome of the Papers he had feiz'd of the Plaintif’s the
Day before, particularly the Copy of a Petition to his Ma-
jelty, which was fenfibly and well drawn up. That the Plaintif
had lodg'd in his Houfe fince 4upuf? laft, except two Months
he had been in the Country at Madam Coltmar’s Houfe :
‘T'hat he always behaved very well, and that he never faw
him in any diforder.

Mr. William Simpfon declar’d, that he faw the Plaintif the
24th Day of March 1737-8, the Day after his Confinement,
and that he was in his right Senfes; and he was for fome
Hours in his Company. That he was chain’d at that time to
his Bedftcad. The Judge defired him to confider whether he
could {wear, that the Plaintif was then chain’d to his Beditead, the
Woman Wright's Servant having fworn that he was not chain’d
for the firft etwo Days: This Deponent anfwer’d, that he was
very pofitive about that, for the Plaintif had held up his Leg
to him, and fhew'd him the Chain upon it. That he vifited
him about the z3d of 4pri/, being the Lord’s-Day, and was a
great Part of that Day with him. That the Plaintif defired
him to go to the Meeting on Bethnal-Green, to write down the
Heads of the Sermon, which he accordingly did, and brought
them to him. That he was perfeétly in his Senfes, and con-
verfed very reafonably, That he came the Day after to Beth-
nal-Green, as he had been defired by the Plantif; but Dawis
faid, that he would not give him accefs without an Order
irom Wightman, Monro, or Ofwald. That he did not fee him
any more till he faw him at his Lodging in Dswning-Sereer
the Day after his wonderful Efcape, when he was well and
fenfible. That he had been acquainted with him for {even-
teen Year:, and never faw him in any diforder.

‘The Reverend Mr. Fames IFood declar'd, that he vifited
the Plainuf twice at Betbual-Green in April 1738, and was
fome Hours in his Company, and found him of a very calm
and compofed Mind. That he converfed with the Plaintif on
feveral Subjelts, and on purpofg twifted him ; and to try h;]:n&



Between Mr. Crup eN and Otbers. 9

al’d him many Queftions, which requir'd a great Chain of
‘Thought, and could not have been anfwer’d by him, had he no¢
been an intire Mafter of his Reafon : But he could cbierve
nothing of diforder in him. That the Plaintf read to him the
Letter of Releafe, and that he approved his not figning ir,
That Wright fent one of his Servants to him, and faid, that he
would not allow him to come {o often to his Houle ; and that if
he would not withdraw he would oblige him. That he never
faw the Plaintif in any diforder.

Mr. Henry Newvcome of Hackney declar’d, that he received a
very fenfible Letter from the Plaintf about Apri/ 10, 1738 ;
and he and his Son went two Days after to vifit him. That he
{poke very fenfibly, and found him as well as ever he had feen
him in his Shop. That he had known the Plaintif about eight
Years, and had employ’d him as a Book{eller when he kept his
Shop under the Reyal Exchange, and that he never faw him in
any diforder. Mr. Newcome bad the Letter in bis Hand that he
received from the Plaintif awben confin'd at Bethnal-Green; and it
aas furprizing that the Court did not wwant it to be read. Mr.
- Newcome bad Jfaid, that the Leiter avounld be of more fervice to the
Plaintif than the Ewidence he could make. This appears to be ra-
ther @ Methed of wot TRYING Caufes, than of TRYING them.

Mrs. Hannah Wall declar'd, that fhe faw the Plaintif at Besh-
nal-Green handcuffed on Eaffer-Sunday 1738, and that he con-
verfed very fenfibly, particularly to very good purpofle to Mr.
Atkinfon Stationer, about the Nature and Ends of the Paflover.
That he invited her to go to Prayer with him, which fhe refufed,
not thinking W#ighs’s Houfe a Houfe of Prayer. That fhe faw
him afterwards that very Day Mr. Neavcome vilited him, and
that he behaved very fenfibly.

Mrs. Chriftiana Craden declar’d, that fhe was refufed accefs to
vifit the Plaintif at the fame Time with her Hufband, and of her
being admitted afterwards by the Authority of Dr. Meonse's Ticket
to vifit the Prifoner. Her Evidence was much the fame with
what her Hufband had made. But fbe mention'd ber converfing
avith the Pfair:f{j”:‘ Woman-keeper at Bethnal-Green; and fbe not
remembring ber Name, and the Plaintif kucaving the Converfation to
be material, be wanted his Woman-keeper Avona Thomf{on to appear,
Sfbe being in Court 5 but the Fudge did not think proper to alleww it ;
and this Witnefs was difmiffed.

Mr. Fobn Robinfon declar’d, that he faw the Plaintif five Times
at Betbnal-Green, and that he behaved very {enfibly, and thatthe
fecond Time he vifited him, he endeavour’d to be on the carch,
but could find nothing of diforder in him. That his Conver-
fation would have fuftain’d the Trial of an exaét Printer, an ac-
curate Correétor, and a critical, if candid, Reader. That he was
with him a great Part of two Sabbath Days, and that his Difcouife
was worthy of a Man of Reafon, Learning and Religion ; and he
declar’d that the Plaintif fan@ified that fzcred Time according to

C the
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the Scriptures, and that they both pray’d together. That he had
known him for many Years, and had never feen him in any
diforder,

Oliwer Roberts Chairman, who by Wightman’s Order hired a
Hackney-Coach to carry the Plaintif to Eethral-Green, was call’d
for as another Witnefs; but the Court difcover'd an Inclination
not to examine more Witnefles. The Plaintif thought there was
a fufficient Number of Witnefles examin’d to prove his Sanizy,
the thing being fo fully confirm’d, and even by Witnefles of un-
doubted Charaéler and great Reputation in the World; but the
Plaintif {aid to one of his Counfel, that he fuppofed they were
to examine more Witnefles : He anfwer'd him, that they would
foon go upon the Examination of other Witnefles relating to the
Intercepting of Letters and other Points in the Brief. There
were {everal Articles againft Monro and Ofivald particularly
mention'd at the End of the Brief, and particular Witnefles fet
down for proving the faid Articles ; bur how the Counfel came
not to Infift upon their being call’d, is very myfterious.

The Couniel for the Defendants prefently entred upon their
Defence, which chiefly amounted to this, that the Plaintif had-
been in diforder; and they faid, that they aéted out of Friend-
fhip. Several flanderous Falfities were utter’d by the Counfel
in the Defence, but that is to be chiefly charg’d on thofe who
gave them their Infiruftions. The Judge, contrary to common
Cultom, direéted the Counfel about their Defence, and defired
them to begin with the Letters they mention’d.

There was a fhort Letter produced by the Counfel from the
Plaintit’s Father to Wightman, dated June 21, 1738, wherein he
thanked him for what he had done, and faid that the Plaintif
had been in Seotland under a diforder about eight or ten Years
ago, and that he had been well ever fince.

I'his Letter was fuppoled by his Lordfhip to be the greateft
Found tion for cafting the Plaintif, it being from his Father,
It was fuid, in the time of the Examination of the Witnefles, that
the Detendants would be caft, and that the Plaintif would have an
Eitate of five hundred a Year : But the Affair took a {urprifing
Turn, which was plainly owing to the uncommon Specches of a
Perion in Authority 3 for if this Letter be duly confiderd, it
was by no means fufficient to caft the Plaintif. This Letter was
occafion’d by a long Letter of four Pages writ to the Plaintif’s Fa-
ther by Wighiman June 8, and was the only Letter he had writ
to Wightman, who was an entire Stranger to him. It can be
made appear that Wightman's Letter contain’d feveral grofs Fal-
fities, and the Plaintif’s Father being an aged Man of great In«
tegiity, and near four hundred Miles from Lozdsn, might have
been eafily impofed upon by fuch a Sophifter as #Wightman, who
had intercepted the Son’s Letters to the Father, and the Father’s
to che Son, the Plaintif having fent feveral Letters at Bethnal-.
Green to his Father, which were intercepted by Wightman.

: ¥ oy ; April
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» April 22, 1738, the Plaintif deliver'd a long Letter for his Fa-
ther to Mr. Cooke who promis'd to forward it to the Poitoffice ;
bat it was bafely open’d and read by Coske, Dr. Guyfe and Of-
awald, and afterwards deliver’d to Wightman. Wightman fays in
his long Letter to the Plaintif’s Father, that his Letter to his Son
of 4pril 10th came to hand ; but he might have added, 1o Wight-
man’s Hands, but newver to his Son's.

Moreover it is to be confider’d that, in the Courfe of the Poft,
Wightman could not receive the Letter of Fuze 21ft, fooner
than Fune 30 ; and therefore it may be afk’d of Wishtman, whe-
ther he had the leaft Shadow of Authority for his unaccountable
Management from March 23d to that Time? Yea upon the Sup-
pofition of real Madne(s, even a Father or the nearelt Relation
cannot confine the diforder'd Perfon without legal Authority :
And the Plaintif had a jult Right by Common Law to have a
Verdi& againft the Defendants, even tho’ he had been mad,
much more when his Sanity was fo fully proved: But alas!
where is Fuftice and Fadoment ! The Plaintif’s Father died Fune
27, 1739, and he fome time before had fent to the Plaintif
-Wightman's long Letter, and other Letters he had {ent him,
which is far from being a Proof of his approving of what I¥ighs-
man had done, for they were fent to be uieful to the Plaintif in
his Actions at Law. [t is wery hard therefore that after the Fa-
ther's Death, bis Letter fbould caft his Son ;5 but aweicome is the Will
of God.

This Letter being fo much fpoke of by fome People who don’t
know matters thorowly, no-body can juftly blame the Plaintif
for expofing the Affair of this pretended diforder at Aberdeen,
which he forebore publiﬂling in his Fournal, not being wil]ing
unneceffarily to expofe his Relations, altho’ he had drawn up an
Account of it. He gave a full Account of this matter to Mr.
Fletcher when he vifited him at Bethnal-Green, and of the great
Injuries done him at that time.

It is to be obferved, that the Plaintif’s Father's Letter fays,
that he was in diforder in Scot/and about eight or ten Years ago,
whereas the Plaintif arrived at Wwlwich near Lendoz 1n the
Phanix of Aberdeen, Captain Alexander Sailor, April z, 1724, and
hath never been out of England fince that time: And this pre-
tended diforder was in Nowember 1720, which, inflead of eight
or ten Years, wanted only a few Months of eighteen Years.
This material Miftake would perhaps appear to fome Courts fuf-
ficient to make void his Father's Letter ; and on the fuppofition
of any diforder in the Year 1720, it cannot prove a diforder in
1738 fo many Years after. Some of the Plaintif's Adverfaries
have fome Years ago been faid tobe Adulterers, but that cannot
prove Adultery this Year. Moreover Providence hath favourd
the Plaintif fo much fince his coming into England, that he hath
not been burdenfom to the Family, and confequently not in a
State of Dependence, tho® he thinks it 1s his duty to honour his
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Parents according as the Law of God direéts and commands him.
‘T'he Plaintif’s Father has often difcover'd himfelf to be too eafy
in his Temper, and might be eafily over-perfuaded and impofed
upon by fome Perfons ; and Wightmar may be faid to have left
1o Stone unturn'd to fcreen himfelf from Juflice.

Ent as to the Plaintif’s uncommon Treatment when a Youth
at Aberdeen, he had been greatly provoked and highly affronted
by his Relations, and therefore he would not live at that time
with them: Upon juft Occafions the Plaintif’s Temper is not
¢ afily to be diverted from what he thinks to be his Duty and is
Lent upon ; and he is at T'imes refolute and firm in his Opinions ;
and his Refolution raifes in him a Confidence of {urmounting al-
mofl invincible Difficulties, of which his wonderful Efcape from
Wright's Madhoufe is not one of the leaft Inftances. The Plain-
tif’s refolute Behaviour at that time not being thought fuitable to
his ordinary meek Temper, fome Perfons precipitantly and from
a Spirit of Delufion and Infatuation reported that he was befide
himfelf; tho’ he {poke and behaved very fenfibly ; and many of
the Town were furprifed at their unaccountable Management.
A Perfon's being calld mad is far from being @ Proof that be is
veally mad : For the Prophet wwas call'd a mad Fellow, ko avas
fent to amoint [ehu King of Hrael ; and Feftus thought the Apofile
Paul qvas mad. Let us alfo confider that extraordinary Inflance of our
blefled Lord, avbom bis owon Relations and the Seribes and Pharifees
took to be mad or befide bimfelf; 2 Kings ix. 11. A&ts xxvi. 24.
Mark iii. 21. .

The Plaintif was in the Year 1720 in a treacherous Manner
decoy’d into the publick Prifon at gberdeer, by the Advice of a
conceited Man, and was confin'd there about a Fortnight, which
bad Treatment he greatly complain'd of, and he thinks that
they who had the chief Hand in it deferved to undergo the fevereft
Funifhments. He was backward to come out of Prifon, but they
prevailed upon him by good Words to come. He hath often
reproached his Relations about this Affair,and even that very Day
he left Scotland ; and he allo writ about it before the late Trial.
He was inclinable for fome time after to purfue them to the ut-
moft ; but on fome Chriftian Confiderations, and out of refpet to
his Relations, he was willing to pafs it over. A fhort Time after
his barbarous Treatment a noted and affe€tionate Minifter vifited
the Plaintif at fberdeen: He faid to him, what fhall I do with
them, meaning his criminal Relations? The Minifter anfwer'd
with uncommon Concern and Affeftion: ¢ Pray, my Dear, don’t
“ trouble your Head about them, for your God avill appear for you,
“ and make it fome time or other to turn 1o your good.’”

Another Paper produced in Court to prove the Plaintif’s In-
fanity, wasa Letter to Mrs. Payne dated at Bethnal-Green May 25,
1738, which was a Love-Letter, and writ very fenfibly and ac-
curately : There were in it fome rhetorical Figures and Simili-
tudes, that rather rendred it a proper Letier for the Purpofe, rhm:i

prove
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proved it to have been penn’d by a Madman. This Letter was
rather an Aggravation of the Defendants Crimes, becaufe they
had impudently and illegally intercepted it, as they did a great
many more. There was no particular Part of it excepted againft ;
and if fome might be apt to think that it was a familiar Letter,
it's to be remembred that it was not penn'd to be read in the
Court of the Common.Pleas at Wefiminfler-Hall; but only by Mrs.
Payne, whom the Plaintif ftudied to pleafe. Seeah Account of his
Courtfhip with Mrs. Payne in his Fournal, page 2, 3. The Plaintif;
under all bis Troubles and Difappointments, is fo bappy as to have a
good Confiience as well as a good Caufe; for no Woman can complain
of any Injury or Immodcfiy done by the Plaintif to her 5 for be has an
Abkorrence of Sin and Wickednefs, and defires to remember avhat
Jofeph faid; How can 1do this great Wickednefs, and fin againit
God ?

There were aHo a few Lines of the Plaintif’s Writing on
Mareh 19, which had been partly occalion’d by a Dream the
Night before, and a Concern upon his Mind about the Salvation
of his Friend Mr. Bryan Payne, he not having feen him on his
Death-Bed: And his Thoughts about Mr. Payne were revived
from his reading the Day before at Mrs. Payne’s a Funeral
Sermon, iz Manufcript, preach’d on Mr. Payue’s Death from
Prov. xiv. 32. This Paper was not fubfcribed.

A certain Perfon in Court feem'd very fond of thofe three
Papers, call’d for them, and hugg’d them as a Treafure : Whe-
ther this Perfon really thought them a fufficient Foundation te
caft the Plaintif and to acquit his Friend Monro; or what were
his Thoughts and Ends in hugging them in fuch a Manner, his
own Confcience knows beft : But it may be juftly faid, that a cer-
tain Perfon fpoke in too angry a Manner to the Plaintif, and too
zealoufly for the Defendants. He in the Beginning of the Trial
faid honeftly, that he was prejudiced in favour of Dr. Monre;
but alfo added that he would endeavour to guard againftit: Per-
haps the Injured Plaintif will fcruple to make an Affidavit that
he kept his Promife. Dr Monro was fitting on the Bench when
a certain Perfon came into the Court, and this Perfon en pafant
fhook Dr. Monro very familiarly by the Hand. This did not
efcape the Notice of fome, tho' it was done with Quicknefs and,
Dexterity, and has been greatly cenfured, and look’d upon by
fome as a Sign of what follow'd.

A certain Perfon triumphed fo much, after thefe Papers were
read, that the Plaintif was greatly aftonifh'd. It is not defign'd
to difhonour any Perfon in Authority by this Account, but to do
jultice to the Flaintif. The Plaintif’s Loyalty is unqueftionable,
no Difappointments having been able to fhake it. Many Things,
to avoid Offence, will be here cover'd over witha Veil ; but it’s
abfolutely neceflary to mention fome Things in a mild becoming
Manner, elfe this Account would be grofly imperfe®. His
Lordfhip with great Zeal call'd for the Plaintif’s Attorney to re-
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prove or punifh him for bringing an A&ion againft Monre, and
alfo for laying the Damages at ten thoufand Pounds. ‘The Court
was in fome Hurry or Confufion. His Lordfhip was inclinable
that the Jurors fhould withdraw, which the Plaintif refufed ; for
he knew the many great and barbarous Injuries done to him, and
would not therefore be {o unjuft to himfeif and the Publick, he
perfilting in his Defign to endeavour to get an A& paffed for re-
gulating private Madhoufes. The Plaintif vindicated his Attor-
ney, and faid to his Lordfhip that he was of an excellent Cha-
racter,”and that he himfelf was ready to anfwer for every thing
relating to this Aétion. 'Then his Lordfhip dropt his Difplealure
againit the Attorney, and faid that he did not blame him for it.

If the Plaintif had no ground to bring an A&ion againft
Monro and the other Defendants, he muit be a very wicked Man
o occafion fo much trouble without 2 Foundation ; but it may be
faid that there never was a Foundation for any Altion at Law in
any Civil or Criminal Cafe if there was none in the Aftions
againlt Wightman and his Accomplices; for thofe felf-loving and
feif-defending Men may be jufily faid to have undone Mr. Craudes
in his worldly Circumflances, and as much as they could in his
Reputation ; yea his Life was in great danger ; and his Prefer-
vation was owing to the great Care of a kind Providence over
him. Some have thought they fhould have been tried at the
Old-Baily.

The Plaintif thinks that he afled according to his Conicience,
and did Mowro Juftice in making him a Defendant ; for he looks
upon him as a capital Offender in this Scene of Iniquity, as ap-
pears from the Fournal in many Places. It was proved, that
Monro had faid, during the Plaintif’s Confinement, that be awas
not ill of @ Lunacy, but bad a Fever on the Nerwes; yet he attended
carefully the Meetings of the Confpirators at Ofawald’s, and was
the neceflary Supporter or Contriver of the defperate and diabo-
ircal Conipiracy to fend the Plaintif to Bethlebem after his Refufal
to fign the Releafe to Wightman and others. -He became intirely
Wightman's Creature, and ventur'd every thing to fcreen him, as
if he had been wiiling to mount the Pillory, or to be punifh’d, if
[7ightman could efcape. Pray where is the Crime in bringing an
Action againft Dr. Morro, feeing he deferves it ? Becaufe he is a
mad Doétor, muft he not be accountable for his Aftions?

Monro's criminal Part and that of the other Defendants is fully
related in the Fournal, which is allowd to be a well-writ Pam-
phlet: The Hiiltory is fo uncommon and {fo methodical, that fome
have faid that it is like Robinfon Crujoc’s Adventures, and that
they could not forbear finithing it after they began it. The Lady
of a noble Lord was fo affclted with the Fournal, that fhe held
the Candleftick to herfelf, and read it all at once; yea fome
Ladies havecried and wept upon reading of it. If any of the
Plaintif’s Adverfaries will difcover any real and material Mifl-
reprefentation in the Pamphlet, he will honourably redify it ;:n

the
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the Third Edition; for he would rather be confin’d again, even at
Betbnal-Greea, than be wiltully guilty of that abominable Crime
of Fraud and Falihood. And his Adverfaries ought to anfwer
this Fournal publifh’'d in March laft, elfe tho' the Plaintif fhould
be calt at Law, not only once but one and twenty Times, the
World has no Reafon to charge him with Falfhood, but to fay,
That Might often overcomes Right.

As for the Damages being laid at ten thoufand Pounds, the Sum -

could hardly be too great; for the Plaintif’s Life being in
danger by their Crimes in his Confinement and at his wonderful
Efcape, it hath been faid, that thofe four great Accomplices de-
ferved to be fent to Tjburn. Morcover, who knows at what
time the Plaintif had been fet at Liberty, had not Providence
favour’d his wonderful Efcape ¢ Or whether he had not been con-
tinu'd, and died under his Confinement ! Which fome think moll
probable. His Majefty and all his Subjels feem to be concern’d
that fo great Criminals be not fcreen’d from Jultice.

But we muit remember we are now giving an Account of this
Trial, which had a furprifing and unaccountable Iffue. The
Plaintif’s Counfel, whether difpirited from a certain Perfon’s
warm Appearance for the Defendants, or from what other Caufe,
they know beft, were very filent ; and indeed the Plaintif him-
{elf could not but be aitonifhed and affe€led with the unexpeéted
Turn occafion’d by that Perfon: Yet a good Confcience em-
bolden’d him to fpeak to his Lordfhip ; but it had nct the defired
Effett, and proved only to be Surdis canere.

The Plaintif fpoke to this Effet, < That he was as mad now
« as ever, and that he had been exceedingly injured, and bar-
¢ baroufly ufed, and thatno Verdiét could make him believe, Thar
¢ Two and Three make Six : And that no Man could prevent the
¢ {candalous Lies of felfith wicked Men. He told he had Wit-
¢ nefles fubpcena’d to prove his being in his Bufinefs, as the Cor-
¢ reGtor at the Printing-Office in Wild-Court before Wightman
¢ meddled with him; and that his Correétions were then of as
¢ much Authority asat any time: ‘That he had correfted at the
¢ faid Printing-Office, the whole Weck before he was confin'd at
 Bethngl Green, {everal Books, namely, 7be Bible in Folio, the
¢ Spelator, Arrianus’s Epicietus in Greek and Latin, Telemachus,
¢ &c. and that this unaccountable myfiterious Action had been
¢ done precipitantly and felf-conceitedly, and that the Ators be-
¢ ing involved and in a labyrinth, entred upon villanous and
¢ diabolical Methods to extricate themfelves. ile begg'd tha:
¢ the Court might ferioufly confider his Cale, for it was of the
¢ utmoft Importance: His ufeful Charadter; or a Reputation thag
¢ might make himcapable of doing good, if Providence favour'd
¢ him -with an ‘Opportunity, was now concern'd, and alfo his
¢ worldly Welfare and Intereft; and even that of the Publick in
¢ general. That he had many material Witneffes fubpeena’d
¢ (having in all near fifty) who could meoft evidently prove that

he
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¢ he had been greatly Injured in many RefpeQs.’ H: protefled
againft paffing Sentence, but the Fudge faid that be could not pra;y?.

Immediately afterwards the Judge, contrary to the Plaintif’s
Expettation, who did not think the Caufe near an End, and had
many material Witnefles to call, began to fum up to the Jury the
Evidence of the examin’d Witneffes. It was proved that Wright
had feized the Plaintif’s Papers ; but his Lordfhip thought fit to
excule it to the Jury by faying, What evil Intention could he have
mn toat, feeing be told it to Sergeant Cruden mext Day? He alfo
faid to excufe the fevere Blow near the Eye given the Plaintif by
Dawis, Bleffed be God, bhis Eye is aell now. As to the Injury
done to the Plaintif ’s Character by being reputed mad by their
Management, he {aid, That awas a common but a falfe Notion, for
the aifeft Men and beft Genius's were often moft liable to that Dif-
order ; and that it often proceeded from too much Religion or too much
Reading. A certain Per{on feem’d to be like a fond tender Mother
towards the Defendants, who is willing to excufe all the Faults
of her Children, and is very backward to give any Correétion.

But a certain Perfon afferted tawo Pofstions, which feem moft
fhocking in the Injured Plaintif’s Apprehenfion, and perhaps
will be amazing to all his Majefty’s Subjects, they propably having
been never before heard of in Wefiminfler- Hall, or teld to any
Jury in England.

Firlt, « Thar if a Man have not a bad Intention, be is not to be
“ blamed for fending a Perfon to a private Madbonfe.”

Secondly, ¢ That in the prefent Cafe they could not be blamed for de-
“ taining the Plaintif in his Confinement till he fbould fizn a Re-
ii ffﬂ‘l(éi’-

As to the firf} extraordinary Pefition, the Plaintif acknowledges,
that an Allion done by a proud felf-conceited precipitant Man,
{uch as Wightman is kknown to be, may not be fo bad and fo cri-
minal as one from Malice and Wickednefs : If his Lordfhip had
allow’d the Plaintif to fpeak, he was to have anfwer'd him by
quoting a Paragraph out of the great Civilian Puffendorf”s Book,
De jure Hominis et Civis, which he was taught at the Univerfity
as the Elements of Ethical Philofophy, Lib. 1. Cap. 6. Sedt. g.
«« Not only be avho ant of an evil Defign does awrong to another is
““ bound to Reparation of the Damage, but he awho does fo thro’
¢ Nesligence or Mifcarriage, avbich be might eafily have avoided :
¢ For it is no inconfiderable Part of focial Duty to manage our Con-
< werfation with fuch Caution and Prudence, that it does not become
“ mifchievous and intolerable to others ; in order to wwhich Men un-
¢ der fome Circumflances and Relations are obliged to more exalt
 and awatchful Diligence. The [flighteff Default in this Point is
“ fufficient to impofe the Neceffity of Reparation.”

Some are furprifed at his Lordfhip’s not regarding two Aéts of
Parliament relating to Lunaticks, namely, that of Edward II.
whereby all Lunaticks are declar'd to be under the Care of the King,
and that the King is to take care of them and their Effells, and i
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29 provide for them : And alfo that full and plain A&t of the 12th
of Queen Anne, wherein it is laid ; ¢ Whereas there are fomeiimes
¢ Perfons of little or wo Efiates furionfly mad, and dangerous to be
¢ permitted to go abioad, and by the Laws in being Fuftices of the
¢ Peace and Oficers bhave not Power to veftrain and confine them
¢ Be it therefore enafled that two or more Fuflices of the Peace of
¢ the County flall bave Authovity to feeure the mad Perfon, and it
« fpall only be for and during fuch Time only as fuch Lunacy or Mad-
‘ nefs fball continve’ ‘The Plaintif Las fince the Trial confulted
this Statute, and is furprifed that any Perfon in Authority could
tell the Jury to this Effet ; that that Aé& of IParliament was
not violated by the Defendants, whereas it is plain to one of the
meaneft Capacity that they have violated this A&; and with a
very heinous Aggravation, the Plaintif not being 1ad.

If any Perfon fhall ufe any wislence againfl the Plaintif for de-
cently veprefenting bis Cafe in a true Light, be cught to be compar'd
to the Ingquifitor-General or Supreme Fudge of the Inguifition in Spain
o Portugal. Lef the other Side, if they can, anfwer this Account :
The Prefs is open, and avbat can binder them, but Guilt and Inability ¥
Perhaps it will be faid in mirth, ¢ If the Plainiif fhould do any
¢ thing amifs, he ought to be excufed ; for ficing be bath under-
© gone the Punifbments of a Madman, awhy ought be not to enjoy the
¢ Privileges of a Madman ?” 'The Plaintif behaves rationaliy and
loyally, and in whatever Country he lives he will endeavour to
keep himfelf from the Mouth of the Lewictban, if he can with
a good Confcience. :

As to the Second more Extraordinary Pofition. <5 That the Plain-
““ tif’s Adverfaries avere not to blame for making him a Prifiner tll
¢ pe fbonld fign their Releafe.” ‘This Pofition {feems to be moit
abfurd, and as contrary to Common-Lazv as it is to Common Reafon.
It was faid in Faudea when any {candalous thing came to pafs;
¢ Tell it mot in Gathy aor publijh it in the Strects of Afkelon.”
And we may perhaps fay, ¢ T/l not thefe Pofiticus in Turkey, nor in
¢ the Dominions of the Great Mogul." If thofe Propofitions avere t»
hold, then Perfons might commit one another as faft as they covld; and
awho then could be fafe? But'they feem fo thocking and furprifing,
that they do not require Confutation, andit’s boped they wvill never be
placed in any Book of Reports as true Law or true Pradice.

Perhaps fome will fay that Self-Love and Seif-Defence have
_prompted the Plaintif s Adverfaries to infilt vpon a Releaffe (rem
him, they being like wild Bulls caught in a Net that did rot
know how to get out; but if Perfons do nothing injuricus or
illegal, they will have no need of any Relrafe, ‘Others may fay,
that a great Man fometimes takes Liberty to affert any Thing,
and imagines that his Authority is fuflicient to make it be re-
ceiv'd ; for Men of the greateft Authority and Merit take often
the greateit Liberties ; as Schoolboys that are great Proficients in
their Learning and their Malier’s Favourites, will adventure uporr
many Things without™being pumfh’d, that weu'd be punifh'd fe-

I verelv



18 An Account of a TrialL

verely in the relt of their Schoolfellows. Thefe two ftrange
Pafitions were told by his Lordfhip to the Jury, and he faid poil-
uvely and authoritatively, ¢ You are to find for the Defendants.?
The Plaintif ftood up to fpeak, but his Lordfhip faid, ¢ 7 avil?
* commit you, if you fpeak one Word, after I have fpoke to the Fury.

Perhaps fome will blame the Jury, and fay that they were too
much influenc’'d by a certain Perfon, and that they ought not, in
fuch an jmpertant Affair, to have, without Confideration and in
Precipitation, brought in their Verdict at his Lordfhip’s Defire
for the Defendants. The Jurymen ought always to remember,
that what they fay is upon their folemu Oaths; and tho’ they
may be advis'd by the Judge, yet they are to be govern’d by their
own Confciences ; for the Law hath not left the Subjeét in the
Power of one Man, but of Tavelve. Upon the Plaintif’s hearing
the Verdict for the Defendants, he faid very meekly, ¢ I traf ix
¢ God' 'The Judge anfwer'd, ¢ Javi% you bad trufled more in God,
< and had not come bere.

The Plaintif, bleflfed be God, bore the unexpected Difappoint-
ment with great Serenity and Compofure of Mind. He was
kindly defir'd by a young Gentleman, once a Boarder in Mr.
Fletcher’s School, to go to the Crown-Tavernz in the Palace-Yard.
There were two Gentlemen in Company, Strangers to the Plain-
tif, and one of the White's- dlley Witnefles for the Defendants
came in, who all took notice of the Plaintif’s ferene and compos’d
Behaviour under his great Difappointment, and faid that no Man
could behave better. After dining and tarrying about two
Hours, he went home to his Chamber, and that Evening writ by
Pbit a Letter to his valuable Friend Madam Csltman, and told her
of his great Difappointment ; bat that he bore it patiently, and
was favour'd with inward Peace and Serenity of Mind : And told
her that he fubmitted to the Will of God, defiring to be in a Dil-
pofition always to do what God loves, and alfo to love what God
does. Welcome is the Will of God. Gods Time isthe beff Time. Wait
thou on God, and ke avill fave thee,

The Plaintif receiv’d the following Letter on 4ugu/f the 1722,
dated the faid Day and fubferib’d, Your unknown Friend, E. I
It {eems unanfwerable. The Plaintif has thc Original, and is
ready to preduce it on Demand.

« Your Affair with Wightman having made a great Noife in
« the Warld, my Curioficy led me to hear the Trial on Fuly the
¢ 1oth, and mut own I was not a little furpriz'd at a Verdict fo
« gdifferent from what the World expe@ted. The Opening of
«« your Cafe carry’d with it an Appearance of the utmoflt Op-
*¢ preflion, and Iam confident the Jury thought fo.

¢« Your many Witnefles (who feem’d to be of unexceptiopable
«t Credit) unanimoully proving your Sanity, not only before and
¢« after your Confinement, but ever darirg sour bard Treatment in
“s the Madboufe, gave me the utmoft Affurance of a Verdi&l in
~ « your Favour: Dut its being proved that even Dr. ;}ﬁmfﬁ H;::xf
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felf had declar'd that your Diftemper avas mz a Lunagy, but
enly @ Fever on the Nerwes, was, I think, fufficient to l.nﬂl.'l'EI!EE
any confiderate and judicious Juryman to be for bringing a

“ Verditt for you.

¢ *Tis undoubtedly true, that the Law will not fuffer any in-
different Perfon to confine 2 Lunatick ; and it would be of the
moft dangerous Confequenge if the Law cid: And this is
evident from the Tavelfth of Queen Anre, Chap. 23, wherein

it’s recited by the Laws then in being, That even Fuflices of
the Peace and Officers had not Power or Authority to reftrain

and confine Lunaticks; and therefore that Statute gives Them

and only Them that Power : And left that A& (which gives a

Power to Jultices and Officers oz/y) thould be conitrued to take

away or abridge the Power which the Sovereign or Chancellor

had, there is an exprefs Provifo for that purpofe, That they

might notawithfanding the Statute exercife their Power.

¢« The Law has chalked a Track for the Friends of the

Lunatick to follow, and they have been always obliged to fol-

low it, :

¢ It was faid at the Trial, [by a Perfon in Authority] that

the Intent of the faid Statut: was to compel Juftices and Officers

to fecure Lunaticks, that they might not walk in a helplefs

and dangerous Condition, and that the A& was rather com-

pudfory than giving them a Power : but whoever reads the Statute
will find it o f5; for it only gives them a Power which they
had not before: And this is evident from what I {aid before in
the Recital, and alfo from the ena&ting Claufe, which fays,

That it fball and may be lawful for Fuftices, &c.

“ I could have withed your Trial had been taken down werba-

tim and publifh’'d, for 1t’s a Scandal to the Legiflative Power
that fo much Barbarity fhould be tolerated, and praétifed in

Private Madhoufes. Any Humane Perfon that heard your

Treatment and Trial, mult bear the utmoft Deteltation to fuch
Proceedings.

““ Your private Papers which ware read, and feem the only
Evidence againft you, were but of little weight with feveral
of the Gentlemen then prefent: There is fcarce any one Man

that has any fhare of Vivacity or Flights of Temper, but has
been Author of fuch Produfions. 1 have myfelf often wrote
much more confufed Stuff than yours, yet never was taken for
a Madman,

‘¢ Undoubtedly #ightman reprefented you to your Father ina_
much worfe Light than your Cafe deferved. Wightman's Let-
ter fhould have been produced and proved, before your Fa-
ther’s Anfwer could be a fatisfatory Evidence.

¢ It was a piece of bad Policy in you to bring your weakef
Caufe on firft; for, as againft Wightman, you could never have
failed of a Verdi€l: And this was the Opinion of feveral
Counfel, : '
; : D2 “ The
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¢ The foolith Maid’s Evidence, which was plainly invalidated
¢ by Mr, Simpjon your Witnefs, I look upon as nothing”.

The Plaintif does not thinlk that his Letter to Mrs, Payne de-
ferves to be call’d confufed §¢:f; but thinks that it only contain’d
fome Lxpreflions that werea little uncommen, and the Defign of
them might not be underftood upon their being read without the
Plammtif’s thewing for what end he intended them. It may be
fuppofed, that the Defendants would take care to produce one of
the Letters molt liable to their Mifconilru&ions, {eeing they had
injurioufly intercepted a great Number of the Plaintif’s Letters,
It is plain by the Letter from this judicious Perfon who heard
the ‘I'rial, that the Plaintif was greatly injured, and that fuch a
Verdiét was not expedled.

Perhaos the Jurymen were aflonifh’d, and at a lofs what to do
after a certain Perfon fpoke fo warmly for the Defendants, and
had even threatned the Plaintif's Attorney for making Monro a
Defendant; and had alfo in fo zealous a Manner exprefs’d his
groundle(s Difpleafure againft the Plaintif for printing his Jeurnal,
which neither the Defendants nor all that appear for themn have
Litherto been able to anfwer. Some thinl the Jurymen were not
of the moft judicious Sort, and that the Plaintif ought to have
had a fpecial Jury in fuch an important Caufe: It cannot be
jullly queftion’d, but that the furprifing iflue of this Trial was
owing to one Perfon; for before he gave it a Turn by his un-
common Speeches, the Speftators and even the Confederates of
the Defendants expelted that there would be 2 Verdict for the
Plaintif.

" Thofe that ferioufly read that ‘Fewrmal/, which is writ with
oreat Candour, mult too much refemble Brutes and barbarous
Heatliens, znd not Men nor Chriitians, who are not filled with
Compaflion for the Plaintif, and Indignation againit the wicked
and criminal Actors : It mult be remembred that the Perfon who
found fault with the Fournal had not read it, only he blamed
the Plaintif for printing it before the Trial : Bat it is to be con-
fider’d that the Plaintif was obliged to vindicate himf{elf, as{oon
as pefiible, from the falfe Calumnies of his flandering Adverfaries,
and to filcnce the Calumniators ; and it’s alfo to be remembred,
ihat they had time enough to anfwer the Fournalbefore the Trial,
it being publifh'd abont four Months before. The Plaintif defires
not to injure his very Enemies, and his Behaviour, blefled be
f5od, has been fo inoffenfive in the World hitherto, that, inthe
fight of Men, his Faults are very pardonable. The Calum-

Miators, fince the Publication of the Fowrnal/, may be faid to be
like Serpents without a Sting.

The injured Plaintif thinks he did well in writing a Fournal
of his Actions: Is it not a flreng and undeniable Proof of his
Sanity ? Can a Madman give an exaét and folid Account of his
Adtions every Day? What can his guilty Adverfaries fay for
ghemfelves? It is faid by a known Author, that Offervald's

Maxims
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Maxims proceed not from bis corvupt Mind, but from the Corruptions
of Mankind : Corrupt guilty Men will cavil at or deny the moft
evident Truths.

It hath been f{aid by a judicious Perfon, that every Corporation in
England ought to have a Copy of this Fouwrnal: Surely it is not
improper, that all his Majelty’s Subjets, who value their Liberty
and Property, fhould read it. Can any Perfon in England defend
thofe barbarous and iliegal fleps taken by the injured Plaintif’s
Adverfaries ? What fhall we fay about the injured Plaintif’s not
having a Verdift againft the Criminals ? Shall we not fay, that Pre-
cipitation and Prejudice toa great Degree occafion’d it ?

The Truth of the Faéts narrated in the Fowrna/ cannot be
contradiéted even by the Plaintif s Adverfaries : The Plaintif hopes
to preferve his lntegrity inviolable, for he would rather be
clothed with the Strait-WWaflecoat afecond Time than be guilty of
Fraud and Fallhood the Weaponsof his Enemies: Moreover the
Fournal hath been publifh'd fince March laft, and the Plaintif
added the following Paragraph to feveral Advertifements in the
News-Papers of the Firff Edition ; and to the Second Edition of
the faid Fournal in Fune lalt he annexed the faid Advertifement,
which is as follows :

N. B. « The greatly injured Perfon defign’d to fet bis amazing
“ Cafe in a true Light, and not to injure bis very Enemies : If they
“ candifprove anyof the borrid Falls in the abovemention'd Pamphler,
s¢ they ought, in juffice to themfelves and the Publick, to anfwer it ;
¢ elfe their Silence avill be juftly conflrued to be a full Proof of its be-
““ ing unanfwerable, and their Crimes as black and unjuffifiable as
““ they are there reprefented.”

The Defendants cannot anfwer the Pamphlet, and muit be fenfi-
ble that they werc obnoxious to the Law, and that they could not
juitify what they had done: It’s faid that Moxre foon told Wight-
man after the Plaintif’s Imprifonment, that the Plaintif mighs
bring him to Trouble for what he had done: The Defendants
Behaviour, when they received the Copy of the Writ in May
lalt, remarkably difcover’d their Guilt and Fears of Punifhment.
Wright and Dawis upon receiving the Writ were uncommoly ter-
rified: And Monrro threatned to make his Servants beat the Perfon
who ferved him with the Writ.

Ofawald was {peechlefs and like a dead Man upon receiving
the Writ; and was fo defperate and impudent as to write to
the Plaintif’s Father, and fallly to affert that he would be ob-
liged to come up to Lomdon, which may be fuppofed to have
greatly difturbed the Plaintif’s Father, a pious and aged dying
Man, who had been many Years a Magiftrate in the City
of Aberdeen ; for he writ that he could hardly walk in the Streets,
and that he was not able to come up. How villanous and bar-
barous was Ofwald for difturbing the Plaintif’s Father! Al
rational and wile Men muft, upon knowing the Cafe, be per-

fuaded, that the Plaintif fhould have had a Verdi& againft themn,
ard
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and even they themfelves thought {o ; therefore there was Oc-
cafion for them to be afraid : But their Guilt had made them
rather ﬂf!’pcmte. than pﬂnltﬂnt in their Management It was
{2id by one of Ofwald's Acquaintance, that the Defendants in this
étion would ufz feme Sort of Methods in Law to put the Trial
# from time to time, and not let it be tried ; but what Iatereft
they made that gave them Courage to venture a 'F'rial without
any demurring their own Confciences know beit.

‘Alas ! What fhal! the injured Plaintif fay ¢ £ Fudgment turn'd

-m;.: backwvard ! Doth Fuftice fland afar off ! It Truth fallenin
the Street 2 And cannot Equity enter ! Is it Juitice that the Plaintif
{aould have no Damages trom the guilty Defendants ! Is it Juftice
that he fhould pay his own and his Adverfaries Cofis! What hath
ske Plaintif done that Juilice fhould not be done to him L. Why
enght not the Defendants to be punifh'd according to the Statutes
of Law againft them ! Hath any Man Power to dire€t a Verdiét to
be given contrary to Law ! Shall a toyal Subject and a Citizen
be confin'd in his right Serfes, and be moft barbaroufly ufed ! Is
there no Redrefs at Law for being confin'd and chain'd, even
more {lrily than before, for refufing to fign a Releafe to thofe
who had exceedingly injured him ! is it no Crime to chain one
of his Majelty’s loyal Subjeds for five Weeks to his Beditead, and
vever to have the Chain off Night nor Day on any Occafion
swhatever, that he might ‘not elcape fom the Paws of the Licns,
and be kept more fecurely from Pen, Ink and Paper, and that
his vallanous Adverfaries might be able more effe€tually to ac-
mmpllﬁt their defperate Defizn of tranfporting him to Bethlebem
in order t8 avoid Purifhment! How i injurious is 1t that the Piaintifs
Idonev fhould be fe'zed by IWizhtman a Stranger, and no Relation
vor Creditor, and that he thould be thrown out of Bufinefs!
shall Ofavald, Morro and ethers Wightman’s Confederates be ac-

quitted in a Court of Jultice, and the Plaintif be more and more

!mﬁr{"{i ! Shall the Plaintif be liable to be committed for not pay-

the Cofts of his Enemies, after they have unjultly confin’d
*md chain’d him, and feized his Money !

Surely fuch horrid Injuftice ovght to be checked by the Su-
preme Powers of the Nation, elie what will become of the
jultice of the Navion? Hath any Man. Power to commit the
snjared Plaintif for defending himfelt! He is more afraid of
‘ﬁnmng than Suffering, and if he fhould fuffer unjufily, he is
willing to be a Mart}rr for the Liberties of the People of Eagland,
tho’ it be a vaftly inferior Honour to that of being a Mz rtyr for the
Chrittian Religion,  1f the Plaintif hath tranfgrefied againit any
of his Majeity’s Laws, he defires chearfully to fubmit to Punifh-
ment ; for it is one of his Maxims, fat Fufiitia: And Jullice
i painted blind as an Embiem thac 1t hath no Refpeél of Perfons,
either of Mr. Cruden or Dr. Monre, ;

As to the Plaintif’s Charater his Adverfaries faid in Court

thiat they gave up that Point, knowing that it was intire and uh-
blemifh’d
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blemifh'd. The Plaintif Lath certainly a good Title to the Pro-
tection of his Majcil}r and of the Laivs of the Land ; for, as he
faid in Court, He is as iemarkable for bis Loyalty, as be i3 zealuus
for bis LAL:’.?{]'. And his uleful Works and peaccable Bebaviour
thro’ his Life, in which he hath aimed by the help of Gal e
do all the Good in his Power, and to pafs thro the World v.-';:?:--
out injuring any Perfon, feem to plead Brovgly ior a particelas
Confideration of his Declaration and Compleint againit his jn-
juriovs Adverfaries. A reverend and learned Gond eman of greax
Worth and of great Benevolence, e'cp-e-s‘dl s Sorrow for the
Plaintif’s hard Ufage, and faid that his Cowcor ’f{im'!.? to the Bibk
was the moft ufeful Book that had been printed tlefe fifty Years.
The Plaintif was recommended to be her late molt cxcellen:
Majeity's Bookfeller in December 1754, by an AtteHation from the
then Lord Mayor and eight Aldermen, and five Gentlemen of
Diftinétion : He was faid in this Attcltation to be, ¢ A Perfon of
«¢ good Charaller and great Integrity, truly afe&ed to his Ma-
4 ]E.ﬁ:!r s Perfon and Guvernmem, and to the Proteitant Suc-
«¢ ceflion in his Illuflricus Houfe.” He was admitted and {worh in
to the Office of her Majelly’s Bookfeller on i/ 10th 1735.
He had the Honour to prefent his Concordance, Dedicated to the
great Queen Careline in November 1737, to her Muajelty the very
Week before her fatal Ilnefs, and her Majelty exprefs’ d her De-
fign of remembring our Plaintif. And he alfo had the Honour
to prelent his Concordance to his Majelty, whom God long pre-
ferve.

The Plaintif had a Letter dated December 5, 1737, froma
valuable and reverend Gentleman of great Leaning of the Uni-
verfity of Ouxfard, who had beena Subtcriber for the Cozcordance s
wherein he fays, ¢ Your Concordance came {afe tomy Hands, anJ
¢ as far as I can judge by a curfory View it feems 1o be a mof
¢ accurate, complete and ufeful Work. May it maeer with En-
¢ couragement equal to the immenfe Pains it has ¢olt you! &
¢ hope you had an Opportunity of prefenting it to yowr fifuflyions
¢ Patronefs before her Ilinefs.” "Her Death mult otherwife be an
< irreparable Lofs to you, as indeed it is to the Narion in generui.
¢ Your fine Dedication defercved ber bizheft Regard ™ 1t is & f1id thae
the Concordance bedars a good Charaier at Ox/rd, and that a cer-
tain noted Boolfeller {ends more Lﬂgles thither thanto any Place
whatfoever.

Surely it nmy be faid that our Plantif is net an Ostlaw, and
that thofe who have fo notorioudly -fa_;ure.i him in this -Affir nu"ht
to aafiver for'what they have done agamft him. I§there no good
and generous Man in the Nation that will fia nd up for the Plaintit
and deliver Wi from the Oppreflion of his Adveriariest Would it
not be a Sort of unparallel'd ‘publick Injultice to commic the
Plaincif to Prifon for not paying the Colls of his guilty Adverfariest

- How a Verdict could be given for the Defendants is unaccounta-
#le! The Plintif was sold by a Counfel, that, upon the Sup-

polition
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pofition of a Diforder, the thing could not be juftied by Law :
“Cherefore the Iflue of this Affair is the more {urprifing, when
the Plaintif’s Sanity was proved by fo many Witnefles of good
Reputation. In whatever Light it had been taken, the Plaintif
had a Title to a Verdiét; but fome prefent at the Trial faid they
never faw a Caufe fo managed, and that it appear'd in the End,
as if the Plaintif had been bought and fold. Whether the Plain-
tif s Counfel were terrified by a certain Perfon and on that Ac-
count difpirited from defending the Plaintif, they know beft.
What fhall we fay of Dr. Monre's Charaller, who was {poke
fo well of by {fome Gentlemen of the Law not proper Judges of
his Bufinefs, that he had been very vfeful in curing Lunatick:,

The Plaintif doth notaccufe him of want of Ability but of Inte- -

grity : But is there fo great Merit and Dexterity in being a mad
Doltor ¢ The common Prefcriptions of a Bethlemetical Dottor
are a Purge and a Vomit, and a Vomit and a Purge over again,
and fometimes Bleeding, which is no great Myftery : Butif Monro
2 common Swearer and an irreligious Man, who doth not cohabite
with his Wife, and of bad Report as to his Chaftity and Loyalty,
be fo much regarded by any in Authority under his Majefty, that
a Perfon of an unblemifh’d Charaéter, zealoufly and truly afteéted
to his Majefty and his Illuftrious Family, who hath formerly de-
clar’'d that he would faight thro’ Floods of Blood for them, can-
not have the Protection of the Laws, it is no good Omen. Muft
the Plaintif be injured in his Charalter, Perfon and Subftance !
And fuch a Man be anjuitly {creen’d from Punifhment!

O/avald and his Wife being involved by their great Guil¢, have
acled lilke moft impudent and abandon’d Perlons in order to
icreen themfelves. Their great Guilt is unqueltionable, for they
may be [aid to have always direfted and afhited Wightman. O
wwald and Highiman again and again applied to Mr. Gasdavin of
Broadjireet, to be one of the Sureties for {ending the Plaintif to
Bethlebem, once at Ofawald's Houfe and afterwards at Mr, Gaodavin's,

Mr. Goodwin was {ubpeena’d as a Witnefls, and Mr. Ke/fy Bul/,
Mr. Frederick Buf/ and others, who were more material Wit-
nefles than thofe that were examin’d, and were particularly
direfted to in the Counfel’s Briefs ; but how the Counfel could
allow the Trial to come to an End before more Witnefles were
examin’d, is almoft as myfterious as this whole Affair is: Surely
{ome of the moft material Witnefies were not examin’d, and that
and many other Reafons may be given for obtaining a new T'rial,
that Juftice may be done, and the Plaintif may be deliver'd from
the Opprefiion of his ftubborn Adverfaries.

As to the two other Defendants ##7ight the Keeper of the Mad-
houfe and Dawis the Under-keeper, their Guilt was evident, for
their Juflification was evidently falfify’d, the Plaintif’s Sanity be-
ing confirm’d by many unexceptiontable Witnefles. ##right is an
eld Offender, and would receive any Judge in England or moft
gudicious Perfon as a Patient in his abominable Madhoule, an-:iI‘.;s a

an
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a Man guilty of feveral Immoralities, and is faid by many to be
fitter to be a Patient in a Madhoufe than a Keeper of {ucha
Houfe. Wright faid of his Servant Dawis, ¢ That he neither
«¢ fear’'d God nor the Devil, Heaven or Hell.” Dawis does not
live with his Wife, and upon #%ight’s dilmifling a young ‘¥ oman
out of his Service, who was a Witnels upon this Trial, Dawis
took a Lodging for her near Bethnai-Green ; but upon his coming
too often after her the People of the Houfe refufed to give her
Lodging. This young Woman was Houfe-maid in the private
Madhoufe, where Dawvis was Under-keeper, during the Plamntif’s
Imprifonment, and was of a molt turbulent Behaviour, and
fometimes abufive to the Plaintif; and fhe even, in prefence of
Dawis, fell down on her Knees at two difterent Times to him in
his Confinement, and acknowledged her Offences.

Wightman the great Actor in this barbarous Affair, is a known
Projeflor, a Buly-body, and by his felf-conceited Projets hath
greatly injured himfelf. Is it therefore unjult or improper, that
this Proje@or fhould be Strait-avafecoated, Chained and Confined,
fo far at leaft as to hinder him from being injurious to cthers?
A noble Lord, well known in the Houle of Peers, atk’d the
Plaintif, Why #ightman confin’d him more than any Body elie ?
-This noble Lord has fome Knowledge of Wightman, and calls
him a madith {ort of a Man, for he is notorious in Scotland for
his wild Projeéls; and by his Projeét of the Pier of Leith, an
ufelefs Work, he hath run the City of Edinburgh into Debrt
many Thoufands; yea fome fay eighty thoufand Pounds Sterling,
chiefly by his wild and expenfive Schemes of the Pier and Crane

of Leith,
. This Schemift for about eight Months, after he went -home to
Edinburgh with Dr. Monre’s Son, did not an{wer the Letters fent
to him by Mr. Craauford his own Attorney ; and Mr. Craacford
told the Plaintif that Wightman writ that he had done a thing the
Law could not juttify. Mr. Crawferd alfo told the Plaintt that
Wightman was a firange felf-conceited Man, and that if the
Plaintif had fent Wightman where he had fent him, he believed
it might have done him good : And many have faid that Fighe-
man ought to have been lent to Bethnal Green: But that would
not make Satisfaction for the Injuries done to the Plaintif by
Wightman and his Accomplices. It might have been reaionably
{fuppofed that no confidering Perfon, much more any Perfon in
Authority, would difcourage Mr. Cruden in profecuting of Wiple-
man and his Accomplices, and in trying to recover Damages ior
his lofs of Reputation and Credit, his long and cruel Sufferings,
even to the danger of his Life, his Lofs of Money, the Inter-
cepting of his Letters, and many other Dzmages that can be
proved againft Wightman and his Accomplices : And the Citizens
of Londen and his Majefty’s Subjeéts may readily judge, that, if
fuch barbarous Treatment in #ightman and others go unpunifh'd,
no Man can be fecure from being carried to Berbual-Green upon
E the
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the lealt Sarmife. But we muft refer the Reader to the Fournal,
which gives amore full Account of Mr. Cruden’s uncommon Cafe,
and to p. 50, 51, &, for a fhort Account about Wightman and
his unaccountable Steps, 'Thofe that preterd todefend #ightman
and his Accomplices, may next undertake to defend Adulterers
and Felons.

Dr. Guyfe, Mr. Crookfbank, Fobn Cooke and Richard Horton four of
the Judges of the BLIND BENCH,; difcover by their Behaviour,
that they perfift in their Crimes without Remorfe, at leaft they
have made no Submiffion to the Plaintif. Dr. Gy is a valuable
Gentleman, but he ought to be more cautious and to guard

againit the poifonous Converfation of Ojwald and his Wife;
for he hath been greatly overfeen in this Affair, and ought be-
fore this time, if he had ated in a right Manner, to have fhewn
an Example of making an Acknowledgment and Satisfation for
his illegal and criminal Steps : But he has behaved otherwife, for
he was much chagrin'd at his being fubpeena’d as a Witnefs in
this Trial, and faid warmly to the Plaintif in Wefminfler-Hall
that Morning the Trial came on: ¢ You are wery imprudent to
“ fubpana me as a Witnef;.” The Plaintif anfwer’d the Door and
faid ; ¢¢ That he could give Evidence of his {feeing him at Bet)-
“¢ nal-Green, and particularly of the Manner of the intercepting
¢ of a Letter to his Father,” The Doftor difcovered fo much
Warmth at that time, that it was greatly taken notice of in the
Hall by the Plaintif’s valuable Friend Sir Thomas Brard.

Mr. William Crookfbank defired the Plaintif, before the printing
of his Fournal, to fay nothing of him in it. The Plaintif then
defired him to write a Letter to him, and to acknowledge his un-
reafonable Conduct, which he refufed to do. At that time he
put Mr. Creoffbank in mind of his perfilting in his Injuries againit
him, by his going to a certain Lady of an excellent and benevo-
lent Charader at Kenfington-Palace, who had expreffed her Concern
for the Injuries done to the Plaintif, and feem’d very inclinable
tobe a Friend to him; and Croodfbant had unfuccefsfully en-
deaveur'd to difluade the Lady from it. Creok/bank went to the
Lady’s Apartments, and behaved fillily, not unlike a Judge of
the BLIND-BENCH. He was fo bold as to tell the Lady to
this Effe&, ¢ That Mr. Cruden avas a wery amorous Gentleman, and
< that be avould be wery apt to think that floe <was in love avith bim ;
< and therefore be defired ber to be cautious in what fboe faid or did
“ for him.” 'The Lady anfwer’d, ¢ Tbat fbe kneav how to condui?
¢ berfedf, and did not avant bis Advice.”" Crookfbank ought to have
been more cautious and prudent in his Conduét ; and would have
done better to have acknowledg’d his former criminal Steps. Mr.
C mu{ﬁmué was allo fubpeena’d as a Witnefs in this Trial ; for he
and Dr. Guy/e could prove Dr. Monro's being an eminent Member
of the BLIND-BENCH, and that he was very alive in the
wicked Defign of f'endmg the Plaintif to Betblebem,

Fobn Cooke and Rickard Harton two Judges of the ehﬁlmfit balit
S e

a i . i — . sn




Between Nr. CRupEN and Otbers. 27

illegal Court of the BLIND-BENCH, are too proud to make a
humble Submiflion for their Crimes. They affociate with the reft
of the Plaintif ’s Adverfaries, and rather continue flubborn and un-
concern’d, than are penitent and forrowful for their Crimes,
which entitle them to the Punifhments due by Law againft cri-
minal Combinations.

The BLIND-BENCH may be look’d upon to have firft acted
weakly, and being once involved, to have aftl:_rwards :ajfl;:d
wickedly. This Court was founded for the fcreening of Highs
man and Ojzvald from Punifhment ; and their chief Plot was, by
the help of Dr Monro, to fall upon Methods to fend the Plainuf
to Bethichem, they depending upon Monro as ready to aflert any
thing for that End to the Governors of Bethlebem, tho' the
Plaintif fhould have behaved as judiciouily and compofedly before
them as any Man in England : Bleffed be God who fruftrated the
Defigns of thofe unaccountable Men ! It’s faid that there are only
three Governors and Dr. Monrs, who are commonly prefentat the
common Meetings on Saturdays at Bethlebem, and that the Doétor
can bring to pals what he pleafes.

Can any reafonable unprejudiced Perfon fay that #ightman and
his Accomplices have not greatly injured the Plaintif? Surely tholg
who pretend to excufe them may be faid to be cither as wicked or
as blind as the BLIND-BENCH themfelves.

The Plaintif’s Adverfaries by their horrid Lies and Falfhoods
have made many to fuppofe that he was really in Diforder ; which
therefore fhouid make him careful not to omit to anlwer any
thing obje@ed againit him. It was faid that fometimes his Friends
had Accefs to fee him at Betbnal-Green, and at other times were
refufed when he was not fit‘to be feen. But this is abominably
falfe, and eafily confuted; for his Adverfaries would have been
glad to let any body fee him, if he had not been fit to be feen.
Strict Orders were given a Day or two after his Confinement at
Bethnal-Green, that no-body fhould fee him without a T'icket from
the three Turn-keys, Wightman, Monre, or Ofrvald : But IFright's
Wife and Dawis, whether from Fear or from what other Motive
they know beit, about three Weeks after the Plaintif’s Confinement
allow’d fome Perfons Accels without Tickets; but the Orders
being renew'd moft ftri¢tly about the 26th of 4pri/, no Perfon
whatfoever had Accefs without an Order or Ticket from one of
the three aforefaid Goalers or Turn-keys. The Prifoner was
chain’d to his Bedflead Night ard Day, his Papers feized by
Wright, and his Room-door lock’d on the faid 26th of Aprif; for his
Enemies by this Time were delperate for his refufing to fign th=
Releafe, and wanted to confine him moft clofely, to keep him from
Pen, Ink and Paper, thatthey might be able the more effeftually
to tranipert him to Bezblebem,

Two Gentlemen, namely, Mr. Kelfey Bull and Mr. Frederick
Bul/ had Dbeen admitted to vifit the Plaintif without a Ticket in
April; but afterwards they were refufed ablolutely by Wiight's

E 3 Wite,
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Vife, unlefs they brought an Order from one of the three
“Turn-keys. The above Objetion and the following had almoft
been omitted by the Plaintit.

A certain Perfon in Court blamed the Plaintif for making
DMonre a Defendant, and faid that it took off his Evidence. No-
body had Courage to fFEHl\ acainft this Perfon, for fome Perfons
jeem’d to be as filent, and as ‘much afraid to {peak as Schoolboys
are before the moit auitere Schoolmafter. That Perfon hath been
grvativ cenfured for fpeaking fo warmly for the Defendants.
'I'he Plaintif has already accounted for making Monro a Defen-
dant: And as to this Unjf,chon. it is to be confider’d that Dr.
AMonro, an abfolute Stranger to the Plaintif, did not vifit him till
a Week after his Confinement, and therefore could not give
Fvidence of his Cale at” the Time of his Confinement. 'The
Plaintif talked always {enfibly and becomingly to Dr. Monrs, who
gave him only four thort Vifits at Bethnal-Green.  As for Wight-
zzan and Qfwald’s falfe Calumny of Intervals, it is as falfe as
that Yave and Three make Six. And the Plaintif is perfuaded
that Dr. Msnre can no more fwear, falvd confcientid, that he faw
the Plaintif mad, than he can {wear that he never attended the
Mectings at Ofavald’s Houfe for tranfporting the Plaintif to Beth-
detem: Yea it was proved that he faid to Sergeant Cruden that
tne Plaintif was not a Lunatick, why fhould Afwro then have
becu fo active in endeavouring to fend the Plaintif to Betblehem ?

‘T'he Plaintif is fenfible that this Scene of Iniquity will be more
fully underfloed by reading the Fournal together with this Trial :
The Ifiue of this Trial w:i! doubtlefs Be amazing to the Plaintif’s
Vriends in Scot/and, as well as to thofe in England ; for the De-
fendants themfelves might juftly expeét they fhould be calt.

A noble Lord of great Grenemﬁt}r and a Patron of Learning,
having read the Fowrnal/, 2{k’d the Plaintif in May laft, how he
could be able to go thro’ fo many Hardfhips ¢ The Plamtlf faid,
that the only Anfwer he could make to his Lordfhip, was to
alciibe it to the Power and Ggodnefs of God who fupported him.
T'his noble Lord at the fame time greatly approved of his Con-
cordance, and faid that 1t was very well done, and in a moit
generous Manner rewarded him for a Copy of it the Plaintif
had fent his Lordfhip.

» 'The Flaintif -received a Letter dated April 3, 1739, from Dr.
Logers of Stamferd, Inventor ef the famous Gout-Oils, who
vilited him four times at Betbnal-Green, wherein the Doctor fays ;

* I have carefully read over your Prizted Cafe. Iam furprifed
¢ how you bore up “under fo-n any Cruelties; for nothing but the
« Power of the great and good God ceuld have fupported you
¢ under fo many Afflictions, and even in his Mercy to preferve
“ you in vour Senfes. Thoufands would have gone mad, had
“ they fufer'd a tenth Part of the Tyrannies and Opprefiions
¢ that were Jaid upon your Shoulders; nay, I may even fay
¢ yeur wiwle Dody and Conltitution. I do moit fincerely wl;ﬂ'l

'. (1] t a:
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< that every thing in this Life may turn out to your prefent Ad-
¢« vantage and future Felicity., Since I had your Book, I was
-« favour’d with a Letter from Mr. Ireawen of Iye, to whom 1 find
¢ you fent one: He writes very moving on your calamitouds
Treatment ; and as you mention'd my wﬁtm;:_,, you four times
at Bethnal-Green, he feems the more anxious of hwmb tn;,'
«¢ Sentiments thereon, the better to confirm the Veracity cf the
«¢ gmany horrid I-Iaru'ﬁ'.ips vou then and there laboured under. Lafl
«« Poft I gave him a true and impartial Relation of what I then
{aw, with my real Sentiments of your then and prefent Cale ;
¢ and I hope all will end well.”

The Plaintif alfo received a Letter from the aforefaid Mr.
Freaven Surgeon at Rye, dated May 17, 1739, wherein he fays;

« After acknowledging the Rm:e:pr of Yours, as well as the
Narrative of your moft barbarous Sufferings, I congratulate
you upon being out of the Power of your mercilels Perfecutors.
Fucundi funt aili Labores is a Maxim, I hope, you experience
the Truth of, while your Relation can't fail to move pity in
¢ all who have the lealt Compafiion in their Natures. As {oon
¢ as I had read your Book, finding that Dr. Regers had made
¢¢ you feveral Vifits while under Confinement, 1 gave him the
¢ ‘Trouble of a Letter to afk his Sentiments, which are contain'd
¢ in his Anfwer now before me. IHe feems to fuppole that you
¢ had met with fome Difappointments to make you uneafly, tho'

not any ways to deprive you of your Underflanding ; for ke
¢ {ays that whenever he vifited you at Bethunal-Green he always
¢ found you calm and rational, and as well as ever he faw yoa
¢ atany time before. Ie mentions fettling an Account with you,
*¢ and then, after giving fome Delcription of the Strait-Waflecoat,

which I need not repeat, he refers me to your fournal, which
he believes is corretly true in cvery Particular. A hundred
«« Part of the cruel Treatment you met with, would have beea
s enough to have got the better of any Man’s Reafon living :
s« My INotion is that you have been moft injurioufly and, mol
¢ barbaroufly treated, and I hope the Law will give you all
¢« pofiible Reparation.”

‘I'he Plainuf received fome very kind Letters from fome
Friends in Scotland, particularly from two excellent and pious
Minifters of the Gsfpel. What fellows was part of a Letter dated
Sept. 28, 1738, from the Reverend Mr. Wile——n a molt ufeful
and noted Minilter near the River Tay.

¢ Your Account of the Treatment you met with from, Mr.
« Wightman and others is mof furprifing, and puts me at a Stand
¢ what to think of it. I fee you have beep laid in Darkaels and
¢ in the Deeps, and Lover and Friend pyt far from you for a
¢ time ; but I hope you will not rafhly cenfure him, whole Iy
“ is in the Sea, and bis Path in the great Waters, fo that bis Foo:-
Lo ﬁfp.a‘ are not known. Whatever Waves and L:H’a--;ﬁavf DORE BUER
s you,. I bape the Lord «wil] command bis Loving-kinducfs in “the Day-
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¢ time, and in the Night bis Song fball be awith you, and your Prayey
¢ to the God of your Life, who hath hitherto preferved you, and
< will in the End bring his own Glory and your Good out of
all thole ftrange Providences that have pafled over you. The
“¢ Foundation of tbe Lord flands fure, and be wwell knoweth thofe who
¢ are kis, and will not let go the hold he hath taken of them :
«« Whatever Affli¢tion he thinks fit to lay upon them, yea the’
¢ they go thro’ Fire and Water, ke will at laff bring them out to a
¢ avealthy Place. I know you look above all Inftruments to his
«« wife and holy Hand that hath order’d this heavy Trial for you,
¢ and will adore him with Humility and Silence.”

This pious Minifier thought it molft proper freely to forgive
Wightman, and not to infit upon a Profecution, and fays;
«¢ 'T'his Gofpel-Method may be thought not unbecoming him who
«¢ hath been, in the Hand of God, infirumental to blefs the
«« World with a Concordance to the Holy Bible that will perpetuate
«¢ his Memory, and make it favoury to all the Lovers of that
«« matchlefs Book the B:il, in which we have eternal Life.”
But the Plaintif writ to him, that Wightman had dared him, and
faid that he would have no Pardon from him ; and the Injuries
occafion’d by his barbarous Treatment will not allow any fuch
thing, for it’s the Plaintif’s earneft Defire to balance Accounts
with every body: And therefore the Plaintif muft purfue his
Adverfaries as a Creditor doth his Debtors. Wightman, after
the Lawfuit was begun, offcred a Sum of Money to the Plaintif,
but it was no way equal to the Damages done him.

Another Letter dated Fu/y16,1739, was from the Reverend Mr.
DM—t, a valuabie Minifter in the J7%e# of Scotland, wherein he fays ;

«¢ | long exceedingly to hear from you what 1s the Iflue of the
«¢ Attions commenced againit your Adverfaries, who have ex-
«¢ ceedingly injured you by the Accounts given in your Fournal,
«¢ which, when I read, have very much afflifted me. I hope
<< your malicious Enemies will be obliged to make juit Satisfation
«¢ and Reparation for the Injuries done you in your Perfonal
¢« Charatter and your Goods, feeing they have afted rafhly and
s« precipitantly, yea moft unjuftly, and without Caufe or Authority,
<« | pray our gracious God may caufe your Integrity and Innocence
<« po fbine as the Light at Neon-day; and fhall rejoice to hear, that
¢t thofe your Enemies were made fenfible of their Wickednefs,
«« your Charalter reftored, and your Damages rf:paired: Wait on
« God and commit your Way to bim, and truft in bim avko is able to
«« bring it to pafs: Perhaps this Depth of Trouble you have been
« in, may be defign’d by Divine Providence as an Introduétion
« and Preparation to fome great Things God has in flore for your
¢ Good and Benefit. - I pray, and hope upon Trial your Faith,
«« Hope, Patience, and other Graces fhall be found to Praife,
- ¢« Honour and Glory, and upon humbling yourfelf under God’s
« miguty Hand he will in due time exalit you.”

It may be jultly fuppofed that all unprejudiced Perfons, ;:*hn
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have read Mr. Cruden’s Fournal, do agree with the Authors of
thofe Letters, and think that his Adverfaries, who have ufed him
{fo unjuftly and barbaroufly, ought to fuffer the Penalties of the
Law : And unlefs Wightman, Ofwald, Menro and others can an-
fwer the Fournal, they will never be able to clear themfelves
before the World of the black and unjuftifiable Crimes they are
juftly accufed of : But Men will be apt to fay and moft jultly, that
Wealth, Power and Intereft have prevailed over Truth, Equity,
and Juftice. T'he Scripture commands mofl ftrictly the adminifiring
of Juftice, in Dent. xvi. 18, 19, 20. 2 Chron, xix. 6, 7. Prov.
xxi. 3. And in other Places in great abundance, that any may
turn to by the help of a Concordance. The famous Example of
Juftice in Zeleucus Prince of the Lacrians ought to be confiderd,
who made a Law, ¢ Thar ahofoever committed Adultery fbonld be
« punif’d by the bfi of both bis Eyes’ His only Son was the firlk
Perfon conviéted of that great Crime, and his Father being to
execute the Law upon him, the People interceeded much for him as
being a Perfon otherwife of good Qualities. Zeleucus to fulfil the
Law and to do Juftice, order’d one of his Son’s Eyes to be pulled
ont, and alfo one of his own; which was an eminent Inftance
both of Juftice and Mercy. If fuch Inftances of frict Regard

to Juftice were to be found among the Heathens, what fhould be
expeéted in a Chriftian Country ?

Tue Verdift for the Defendants, as much expeted as a De-
claration, * That Tavo and Three make Six", tends allo to injure
the Publick greatly, by making Perfons to fuppofe that there is
not a Neceflity for the LecisLaTure to regulate Private Mad-
houfes : 'The Plaintif had been at much pains to write Letters,
and to fend Copies of his Fournal to feveral noted Members of
the Honourable Houfe of Commons, and to wait perfonally upon
fome of them to beg they would be pleafed to bring in or pro-
mote a Bill for regulating Private Madhoufes: But his Appli-
cation being late in the laft Seflion he was told by an eminent
Member, that nothing could be done thar Seffion: And a Friend
of the Plaintif’s had the Promife of a valzable Member to carry
in the Bill the next Seflion. This Difappointment, occafion'd by
one Perfon, tends to difcourage this neceflary Defign; but it’s
hoped that this Account of the Trial will tend to open the Eyes
of his Majefty’s Subjeéts, and to fhew the Neceflity of fuch a
Bill, that the two above-mention’d Extraordinary Pofitions may not
take place, and that the Liberties and Properties of his Majefty’s
Subjects may be preferved.

The Plaintif drew up a Memorial and fent it to two or three
Members of Parliament, which was once intended to be printed
in this Treatife, but it is too long to be here inferted. ¢ It ex-
¢« prefled the many bad Motives that occafion’d Perfons to be fent
¢ to Private Madhoufes, and the Evils that had been praétifed, or
¢ might be pradtifed in their prefent unreftrain’d Liberties ; :thnd
o ool at
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that often fober and judicious Perfons had been fent to thole

¢ Houfes from finifter Ends : That it feem’d neceflary that Pri-
vate Madhoufes fhould be licenfed, and under proper Regu-
lations, and that the poor Patients fhould be vifited at leaft once
a Month by Perfons of Authority, and have Liberty.of offer-
ing their Petitions. The abfolute Neceflity of fach a Regu-
lation was fhewn, and that it feem’d, that there was a fort of
a Defett or Overfight in the Legiflature, in not making full
Provifion againft the Evils of Private Madhoufes.
Many are the Inflances that might be given of Perfons being
unjuftly confin’d in Madhoufes; and when Perfons are really
‘diferder’d, Intereft {o far corrupts the Minds of fome Keepers of
Madhoufes, that they ufe means rather to continue their Diforder
than to cure It.

A Lord Chancellor about thirty Years ago, without due
Confideration gave a Commiflion of Lunacy againft a Gentleman
of an Eftate in Hertfordfbire; and it’s faid it was ufed as one
Reafon for taking the Seals from him.

In the Year 1718 when Wright kept a private Madhoufe in
Wil Clofe-Square, Nir. C. of Camberavell declares, thata Friend
of his Sir Charles. B/ ’s Son, who was really mad, was
corfin'd in Wright’s Madhoufe; but that Wright would have
made Mr. B/ s 'much worfe than he really was, had
not ke and other Friends often vifited him. He fays, ¢ That
.« Wright & a great Villain, and fo wile a Fellow that be cares
¢ wot avhat Mifchief ke does if he can make but a Jirtle
« DNMoney, and that bis Wife is a cunning Hufly’. Mr, Bl 5
was attended in Biigh#'s Madhoufe by Dr. Hale. The {candalous
Report that hath pafled vpon a late mad Dottor, and a certain
¥Woman new concern’'d in a Madhoufe, when fhe was above
wwenty Years ago a Nurfe at Beeblehem, is not fit to be mention’d.
T he Plaintif fome Months after his happy Efcape, told Hright's
Wife at Betlnal-Green to this EfteQ, That ber - Houfe might on fome
Hecounts be calld ratker a Bawdy-houfe than a Madhoufe and
that the Crimes and Beasbarities to the poor Patients committed in it,
avere fo grofi and feandalous in & Chriftian Nation, that the Plaintif
brably boped that Providence avould male bim an Inflrument of
b:inging thofe Thirgs te Light, and of punifbing them for their
Fickednefs.  The guilty Woman feem’d to be affeéted, and was
quite filtent. The aforefaid Nr. C. faid to the Plaintif ¢« That
“ fuch WickedRefs bas been commitied at Bethnal-Green, that
«« Wright's Houfe deferaves to be bleacn up avith Gun-poawder.

My Lady Claike a Woman of Piety, and about feventy Years
of Age, who not many Years ago lived in Fermyn-Street, was
unjuitly confin’d in her own Houfe by Sir Edward T—e=r her own
Brother, and her Neice his Daughter. She was confin’d from 2
Pretence of Diforder, but her real Friends fet her at Liberty,
My Lady Clarke profecuted the injurious Perfons, and the Judge
faid, If this Lady is mod, ave areall mad. ‘The Neice died l;mn.

after,
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after, and it’s faid for Grief, being under a deep Conviftion that
fhe had greatly injured her Aunt : Bus Wightman and the BLIND-
BENCH appear to be both blind and hardned bitherto, for nothing is
like to melt their Fard avorldly Hearts, tut the Fleecing of them ac-
cording to Fufiice. Mr. C. of Camberavell knew my Lady Clarfke,
and fays that, upon his going to the Eaff-Indies in 1719,
the good Lady freely cave him a Bible, a Common-Prayer-Bosk,
and the awbole Duty of Man.

His late Majefty’s Tallow-chandler at the Corner of 4rlingtons
Sfireet was, by his Wife's Contrivance and Order, decoy’d into
Hackney-Coach fome Years ago, and carried to Wright's Madhoufe
at Bethnal-Green ; and the "1'allow-chandler being fought atter by
{ome of his Acquaintance, the Difcovery was made by the Num-
ber of the Coach being remembred. The Tallow-chandler had
an Action at Law, and caft his Wife and Wrighe.

One Mr. Copper, who had a Penfion from the Crown, was de-
clar'd mad by his Relations; and they for fome Years received
his Penfion ull the Iniquity was difcoverd.

An Hulband, not many Years ago, near Exeter-Exchange in the
Strand, gave a Shilling to his Wife to buy a Mop, and his Wife
treated her Sifter in [ea with the Shilling : The Man was fo
barbarous that he fent his Wife to a Madhoufe on this Account;
and kept her there for fome Years,

A Druggift in Picadilly about four Years ago was, it's faid,
fometimes guilty of the great tho’ too common Sin of Drunkennefs;
and his Houfekeeper who had pafled for his Wife, by the
Affiftance of a Porter-Servant and an Attorney, confin’d him in
a Private Madhoufe at Chelfea, then at Wright's at Betbnal-Green,
and afterwards at a Madhoufe at Eggom in Berkfbire. 'Iis faid
that by a pretended Letter of Attorney they received fome of the
Druggift’s Debts; and that the Houfekeeper alterwards pre-
tended that the Druggift was dead, clothed herfelf witha Widow’s
Mourning-Habit, and gave Receipts for Money as his Ad-
minftratrix. *Tis faid alfo that his Legs were fcrew’d with Irons
in the Madhoufe, and his Teeth pulled out with Pincers: Horrefeo
referens ! The Druggift making his Efcape out of the Madhoule,
fome of the Confederates arreited him fora fort of a Debt, and
he is now a Prifoner in the Fleer-Prifon; tho' the Druggilt was
an opulent Man before they meddled with him.

A Shopkeeper in Vinegar-Yard near Drury-Lane, about three or
four Years ago, confin’d his Wife unjuftly, and kept Company
with another Woman. The Neighbours made him bring his Wite
home again; but the poor Woman had been fo terrified, that flie
foon died, and the Shopkeeper married his former Harlot.

A Taylor in a Court near the New Church in the Serand, not
long ago confin’d his Wife unjuitly, and the poor Woman died in
the Madhoufe,

It is obfervable that the very Day before our Plaintif’s Caufe
was tried, there was a Trial relating to Lunacy in the fame Court.
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34 An Account of a TRIAL

"There was indeed another Judge on the Bench, the Judge in our
Plaintif’s T'rial being ill and under Phyfick ; but he came abroad
to hear the Trial in which Monre was concern’d. Our Plaintif was
told the Morning of his Trrial by fome in the Hall, that it had been
yelterday intirely determin’d in favour of the pretended Lunatick,
and that the Jury was very tender about thofe faid to be diforder’d
Perions, and that they did not doubt of our Plaintif’s Succefs : But
they did not know how powerful a Friend Monro had got.

This Trial was between an Apothecary in Drury-Lane
Plaintif, and the Reverend Mr. Fames Knox Commiffary of the
Leewvard- Iflands Defendant, Mr. Knox had been greatly injured
and confined in Newember 1737 by his Wife an Irifh Woman,
and by the Apothecary in Mr. Waltel's Private Madhoufe at Chel-
J?a ; and the Apothecary had alfo detain’d Mr. Knox Prifoner in his
own Houfe for fome confiderable time, and adventured to bring an
Attion againft Mr. Knex for Maintenance and Medicines, but the
Apothecary was caft, When the Judge fummed up the Evidence
to the Jury, he did it in a fair cautious Manner, and told them
that if they believed the Defendant was not mad, they were to
find for the Defendant; but if otherwife for the Plaintif: But he
did not direét them in a peremptory and authoritative Manner,
as was done in our Plaintif’s Cafe. The Jury brought in their
Verdi€t for Mr. Knox the Defendant.

Mr. Kuox had obferved a particular Intimacy between his Wife
and the Apothecary, and he refufed to fupport his Wife in the
Manner fhe defired, during this Intimacy ; therefore fhe and the
Apothecary found means one way or another to overcome Mr.
Knox with Liquor,, and then examin'd his Pockets, and robbed
him of about forty Guineas. Mr. Krox threatning to profecute
them for this Robbery, the Apothecary and others fent him to a
Madhoufe, and endeavoured to get a Commiflion of Lunacy
againkk him ; but their Affidavits being fufpe@ed, fome were ap-
pointed to vifit Mr. Knox, and he was ordered to be fet at Liberty.

[t is commonly faid, ¢ That every Body's Bufinefi is no Body's
Biufinefs ;' and therefore fome great Evils are very often long in
being taken notice of and cured: But it is hoped that it will ap-
pear highly neceflary, that fome Provifion fhouid be made to de-
liver his Majefty’s Subjets from thofe Evils and Barbarities that
are a Reproach to a free Nation. and a Chriftian Country, and
tnat Mr. Cruden’s Fournal and this Treatifz will thew the Necellity
of a Remedy from the LecisLaTurE, to reilrain the exorbitant
Proceedings in fending and continuing fober and judicious Perfons
in Private Madhoufes for finifter Ends: And it is to be wifhed
that Dr. Monrs’s Conduct was narrowly infpected for the publick
Good, and that his Authority in declaring Men mad might be
dmpair’d, and that he might be feverely punifh’d, if he deferves
it, feeing he is faid to be always on the fevere fide with refpe@ to
his poor Patients. His Power feems to be too great a Power for
him or any one Man; for the Corruption of human Na}urt‘,
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Beiwien Mr. CRUDEN and Otders. 35

fince the Fall of Adam, is {o great that Interelt very often prevails
over Integrity.

- Mr. Cruzden hath been reckoned a very peaceable meck Man
the former Part of his Life, and whatever his Adverfarics may
fay, he thinks that he has not done any thing to injure his former
Charatter, and that it is his duty on {everal Accounts to
profecute thofe who have fo greatly injured him. If the De-
fendants had not greatly injured Mr. Crader, he mult be un-
commonly wicked to bring an Alion for fo great Damages
againti them ; but the Coniciences of the Defendants Couniel
and of a certain Perfon were not quite fo hardened, but to appear
to be convinced of the contrary. That Perfon, who ftrenuouily
appear'd for the Defendants was inclinable that the Jurors fhould
withdraw ; but fome would not agree to it, unlels Mr. Cruden
would withdraw his other Aion againft Wishtman ; {o that
Wightman and all his Accomplices muft have efcaped Punithment
for their horrid Crimes, which Mr. Crudenx could not confent to,
not only for his own fake, but alfo for the fake of the Publick.

The Injuftice done to Mr. Cruder is very great, and attended
with very injurious Confequences to him ; and tho’ many fay it
was a barefaced Injury and an iniquitous Judgment, yet that is no:
{ufficient to make Satisfaction for the Injuries done to him by this
uncommon Verdit given by a Jury, who were told that the A&
of the r2th of Queen Aine did not relate to the Plaintif’s Cafe,
whereas it is really otherwile ; and they were not left to their own
Confciences, but were told peremptorily and auchoritatively,
« You aré to find for the Defendants” The Plaintif made a motk
moving Speech to that Perlon in Court, that might have melted
any Heart : But whether he fhew'd a becoming Compafiion to him
or did him Jultice, let his own Confcience determine, for the
Plaintif's Confcience and many others give it againit him.

Surely many Reafons plead for a New Trial that Jultice may
be done the Plaintif, and that the injurious Defendants may net
elcape Punifhment; feeing this Verdit injures the Plaintit moit
unjuilly and greatiy in his worldly Welfare, and alfo in his Cha-
rafler ; for many, upon hearing this Verdict, will be apt to think
that the Plaintif's Sanity was not proved, which was evidently
done by many creditable Witneffes. . If the Plaintif may be
aliow’d to fay what he firmly believes, he can fay that it is his
Opinion, that no Perion of Authority in Exgland would have
taken fo much upon him as a certain Perfon did ; for a Juryman
told the Plaintif, that that Perfon as it were determin'd the Verdiét,
Some have {aid, it had been better that Mesre had not been made
a Defendant, and that Juftice would then have besen done to
the Plaintif. The Plaintif is convinced that Monro fully deferved
to be a Defendant ; but if the Plaintif had known Maune's In-
terelt with a certain Perfon, he had been fo prudent as to have
laid the Aétion againft Mpnro in another Court. Let Dr. Monro
afk his own Confcience whether his Aim and End was not to fcreen
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Wightman in that defperatc and diabolical Contrivance to fend
the Plamnf o Betblebem.

It hath been juitly obferved by the Plaintif’s Friends, that God
hath greatly fupported him under his many Troubles, and under
this late great and unjuft Difappointment in Weflminfier-Hall.
Qur Plainuf hath been bleflfed with much inward Peace and T'ran-
quillity, and hath bore his Troubles with great Calmnefs and
Compolfure of Mind, which is more valuable than outward Pro-
fperity 5 for real Happinefs confifts in Peace with God and
Conicience, and not in external Bleflings. The Plaintif defires
to purfue his Adverfaries in a prudent Manner, as a wife Crediter
would do his juit Debtors ;, and after ufing all Means, to refer all
Events to God. The Author of this ‘I'reatife has a good Con-
{cience, which gives him great Courage, arnd he has no Reafon

- to be afraid of any Power or Perfon; and he trufts in God’s al-
mighty Protetion, who can reftrain his Adveriaries as formerly :
Hitherto foalt thou come, but no farther; and bere foall thy proud
Wawes be flayd!

‘T he Plaintif, during his Confinement at Bethnal-Green, writ
to Hightman of his Defign to vindicate his own Charatler, and
told Wightman that he might expect to fuffer the Penalties of the
Law for hiscriminal and unjuft Management ; but he alfo told him
that he did not defire to fay ; ‘¢« Tavill recompenfe Evil, but ro wvait
¢ gn God and be awill fave me.” God’s Time is the beft Time. The’
Wishtman and his Accomplices had no Authority for what they
dic, and the Plaintif told them their Danger, yet they would not
defilt, but injured him more and more ; for his not ﬁgning a
Releale for them made them more and more defperate.

It is as plain asthat Three and Three make Six, that the Plaintif
had a Right to recover great Damages from thofe injurious Men ;
for Moo and Ofwald were evidently guilty, being Wightman’s
Crearures and Accomplices in this Scene of Iniquity ; and Wright
and Davis's Juftification was plainly falfify’d by the Witneffes,
thafe two Defcndants having in their Plea aflerted that the Plaintif
was in diforder all the time he was at Bethnal Green : Therefore
that Perfon, who occafion’d fo great Injuftice to be done to the
I'laintif, ought to be forry for it, and, upom a Convifiion in his
own Confcience, make a joft Recompenfe by doing the Injured
Perfon lultice againft his Adverfaries, and by granting a New
‘['rial upon the firtt Motion for it.

May God by his Spirit and Grace fupport and guide the
greatly Injured Perfon, and in his Providence appear for him,
znd deliver him from the Opprefiion and Injuftice of his Ad-
verfaries, and fave him as to his Charalter and every thing re-
‘Jating to him ; for he defires to wait on Ged for {piritual and
temperal Salvation thro’ Fefus Chrift our Lord, Amen,
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