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HEINOUS SIN

SelE-Pollution,

AND ALL ITS

FricuTFuL CoNSEQUENCES (in Both Sexes)

CONSIDERED:

With Spiritual and Phyfical Apvice to thofe who
have already injured themfelves by this abomina-

ble Practice.

The EicuTeenTH EpiTion, as alfo the NinTH EpiTiOoN of
the SUPPLEME NT to it, bath of them Revifed and En-
larged, and now Printed together in One Volume.

As the feveral Paflages in the Former Imprefiions, that have been
charged with being obfcure and ambiguous, are, in thefe, cleared
up and explained, there will be no more Alterations or Addi-

tions made.

And ONaAN Aneww that the Sred fhould not be bis : And 1t came ta
pafs, awbhen be ‘went in unto his Brother's Wife, that be fpilled it
on the Ground, Ieff that be fbould giwe Seed to bis Brother,

' And the Thing awbich he did, difpleafed the LLorD; avberefore be
Meaw bim alfo.  Gen. xxxviii. 9, 10,

Non Quis, Sed Quid.
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NEcCEssary to be Reap,

WESSy H E Sin of ONAN, and GOD’s fudden
B IS Vengeance upon ity are fo remarkable, that
ey Every-body will eafily perceive that, from
=Wl his Name [havederived the Running Title
s O oV of this little Book: And thaugh I treat of
“2® thisCrime inrelationto Women aswell as
Men, whilf} the Offence is SELF-POLLUTION in both, I
could not think of any other Word which would [o well put
the Reader in Mind both of the Sin and its Punifhment
at once, as this.

THIS Praéiice is [o frequent, and [o crying an Offence,
efpecially among the Male Youthof this Nation, that I have
Reafon to imagine, a great many Offenders would never be
guilty of it, if they bad been thoroughly acquainted with the
Heinoufnefs of the Crime, and the fad Confequences to the
Body as well as the Soul, which may, and often do, enfue
upon it. This was the chief Motive that induced me to
write on this Subjelt.

THOSE who are of Opinion, that, notwithflanding the
Frequency of this Sin, it never ought to be [poke of, or hinted
aty becaufe the bare mentioning of it may be dangerous to
Jome, who without it would, probably, never have thought
of ity willy I hope, find themfelves anfwered in Page 10,
11, 70, and 72. '

AND asIam fully perfuaded, that there are very few
Sentences throughout the Book which danot more or lefs tend
to the Mortification of Lufl, and not one that can give Of-
fence to the chafieft Ear, fo I dare recommend the [erious
Perufal of it to both Sexes. And that it has been looked
upon as infiruélive, without being burtful, by sthers aswell
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as myfelfy the following Letter, whichwas [ent by a very
learned and prous Divine, will [ufficiently make appear,

LU o
““ ¥ RECEIVED the Favourofyourlittle Book againft
SELF-PoLLuTION, and have given it, as it well
delerved, a fecond Reading, I am much pleafed with your
Argumentsand Admonitions, whichare both cogent and
fualive, and, I hope in God, will anfwer your Defign,
by doing a great deal of Good in the World, both to
the Soul and Body, by awakening the guilty (whoaredaily,
and oftentimes dangeroufly, wounded by this foul Practice)
and deterring theipnocentand unwary from falling into it,
Would all Mafters of Schools have but a ftri¢t Eye over
their Scholars (amongft whom nothing i1s more common
than the Commiffion of this vileSin, the elder Boys teach-
ing it the younger as foon as (or even before) theyarrive
to the Yearsof Puberty) telling them the Heinoufnefs of
theSin,andgive fuitable Correétion to the Offenders there-
in, and fhame them before their School-fellows for it (or
rather privatelyreprove and admonifb them of the Sin and
Danger) I am perfuaded it would deter them from the
Practice, and by that Means fave them from Ruin, T hou-
fands of the Youth of this Kingdom learning it there, who
likely might never have known of it elfewhere.

§ IR, Yours, &c.

AND I may add, would all Mifireffes of Schools alfo
(thofe of Boarding-fchools efpecially) have a watchful Eye
upon the Conduél of their pretty Scholars, and pry more nar-
rowly into their Behaviour in their fecret Retirements, the
many [ad Confequences [poke of in Page 12, 13, 14,15, 20,
21, 22, and 23, following, might be prevented, which, to
my own Knowlege, [everal of them, through fuch Wanton-
nefs, have brought upon themfe'ves. I having been feveral
Times confulted with about retrieving fuch Abufes by their
Jorrowfully aflonifbed Parents. And, though the [eeming
Modefiy of thofe foir Pupils, before their Superiors, may
give nio Room for their being thought guilty of fuch Praéiices,
£ am credibly informed, it is now become as frequent among /i
Girls as Manufri&ion is among f# Boys 3 and a Gentleman
of great Diflingtion (my good Friend ) whofe Veracity I can

' depend
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depend upon, bas told me, [sme Years fince, that the Gover-
nefs of ame of the moft eminent Boarding-[chools we then had,
did, with Tears in her Eyes, inform bis Lady, that fhe had
Jurprized and deteéted fome of ber Scholars (1o her great
Aftonifbment and Concern) in the very Fafl, and who, upon
Examination, confeffed, that they very frequently prallifed
it, cum Digitis & aliis Inftrumentis, and that chiefly thofe
of them from the Age of about fifteen or upwards.

NOR is this abominable Sin practifed only by the Yauth,
but alfo by the Adult of both Sexes, married Men as well
as fingle ones, Widows, and even married Women that
are lafcivious, as well as thofe whofe Husbands are with
them, asthofe that are abfent, which the many Confeffions
and Complaints that bave been made, and Letters [ent me
of Injuries brought wupon themfelves thereby for Advice,
make manifeft; fome of which Letters are bereininferted.

I am not ignorant, that after the Third Edition ¢f O-
NANIA,a virulent Pamphlet has been publifbed againf? it,
under the Title of ONANIsM, And, as I have inferted
the preceding Letter in the fourth Impreffion, and never yet
taken Notice of the Libel binted at, 1t might be looked upon as
unfair Dealing, fhould I always produce the Encomiums of
thafe who bave liked the Book, without ever making men-
tion of the Accufations of fuch as bave exclaimed againft
it. For this Reafon therefire, I here addrefs myfelf to
the Author of that Rhapfady, protefling, that 1 heartily
forgive bim the Injury that he intended me, the' Iwas for-
7y ta [ee any one beap fa many Calumnies, and undeferved
Afperfions, on a Perfon utterly unknown to him. If the
whole had been lefs filly and impertinent, I would, before
now, have vouchfafed an Anfwer; but as it is, and the
Author cannot be imagined tobea Perfon either of the leaf?
Goodnefs or Erudition, I fball not endeavour to refute bim,
or make any Apology for the IWealknefs and Inﬁfiﬂ'ﬁy of the
Performance be complains of, otherwife than by publifbing
(now) the Eighteenth Edition,

IT was reafonable to think, that,in the B:ginning of the
Jecond Chapter, I had taken all imaginable Precaution a-
gainft every Danger of raifing impure Thoughts, even in
themofl lafcivious. But as I found, tomy Sorrow, that fome
People not only are deaf to all whaljome Advice, but like-
wifewill mifconflrue and pervert the moft candid Meaning,
L would in all the Editions, from the Fourth, and likewife

in
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in this Eighteenth, to fhew the Integrity of my Intention,
have nm:t!edﬁueraﬂ%rd: and Paffages, againft which
1 know that Exceptions have been made.

THIS, 1 fay, [ would have done, had not fome Gentle-
men, of great Picty as well as Penetration, diffuaded me
Jrom it by this Argument: W hen the Intention of a Ca-
fuift is, withmzt Cﬂntrcwcrfy, feund to be virtuous, he
ought never to be blamed for relating Facls as they are
ftated : From your Anfwers in Page 75 and 85, to the
two Letters requefting them, your Intention is fuch
without Controverly, therefore no wife People can
blame you for what you have done.

AND yet further to fhew its Insffenfivenefs to the moft
Chafle, a certaingrave and very learned Divine and Phy-
Jician, whafe Fudgment, Veracity, and Picty, was never
to be queflioned, having had the Perufal of the Sixth Edi-
tion .!:-.ey‘nrz it went to the Prefs, returned ity with his O-
pinton of ity in thefe Words: This little Book ought to
be read by all Sorts of People, of both Sexes, of what
Age, Degree, Profeflion, or Condition foever, guilty,
or not gu:lt}, of the Sin declaimed againft in it,

NOR is what is wrote ufeful in the Opinion of one
Clergyman only, but others, as the following Letter, a-
mong fl the many left at the Baokfeller’s for me, will fheww.

Mr.CorBETT, April 10, 1742.
€< IBOUGHT your Author’s Book called Onan1a,
which I take to be the beft ever wrote on that Sub-
ject. Ihaveread thelearned Offerwald upon Uncleannefs,
and other pious Authors, but they all fall fhort of what
this explains in being the fatal Confequences of that vile
Pratice, which is really a Service to the World, and
what I fhall improve to Advantage in the Capacity I ftand,
not only as a Clergyman but as a Schoolmafler ; and I hope
others of my Fun&ion will do the fame, as now they
have the Opportunity of this moft ufeful Beok put into
their Hands. T'o me it feems to be wrote by one of my
own Cloth; but be it by whom it will, itis a neceflary
and much-wanted Diflcourfé, to deter all, Youth mote
efpecially, from that wicked Pratice; concerning which
1 will, at my Leifure, trouble you with a remarkable Oc-
currence or two, which your Author will thank me for,
and think worthy a Place in his next Edition, they being
what
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what will come attefted by myfelf, and other reputable

People. 1 am
i : S IR, Yours, &c. 7. B.

THE remarkable Occurrences which the above Writer
mentions were accordingly fent in @ Letter,which the Rea-
der will find verbatim, Page 159, and following.

Do Pl i YD BB PP B BB BB BLTT

Mr. CORBETT, Nottingham, March2g, 1736.

S I R, -
<« T LATELY, by Accident, met with your Author’s
Book, intituled ONANIA, and read it with Plea-
fure. It needs no Recommendation of mine; all the {o-
ber and virtuous Part of Mankind muft approveof it, as
defigned and tending to promote the Intereft of Virtue,
but efpecially the Good of Youth.
S I R, Your maft obedient
Servant [Unknown] A. G.

Uil B D DD D SRR D L SR RDE LR

To the Author of ON AN I A.

WorTHY DocTOR, Dec. 8, 1736.

¢¢ ~1HIS comes in Behalf of a Patient, who fays he

was above forty Years old before he faw that

choice Book OnaN1A. Heis wonderfully recovered,

as to the Vigour of his Body and Blood in general, by

your Medicines therein recommended; but as there ftill

remains a great Weaknefs upon the Parts, you are defi-

red to give your Advice, whether, at this Age, you think

their T'one is recoverable: And if the Mecans can be

ufed with Secrecy, and fent into the Country, you fhall

hear again from
Your humble Servant,

N. N.

IN the mean Time a Gentleman fhall wait on you for
an Anfwer to N. N, of this Date, at Mr. Corbett’s.

ON my fending this Do&or my Opinion of his Pati-
ent’s Cafe, and that [ had known feveral of a greater
Age than he reftored, he writ me as follows.

WoRTHY
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WortHY SIR, December 22,

“ OURS for N. N, of the 16th Inftant, is come
fafe. Your Patient gives you a thoufand T hanks,

he praifes God, and prays to him for you. He begs
you will provide the Medicines you propofe as foon as
poflible ; only let them be well boxed, corded, and feal-
ed with your own Seal, for a very long Carriage, and

you will greatly oblige, j :
Yours affeltionately,

11,5

Have you known any fuch afterwards marry.

Mr. CORBETT.
5 1B,
« T HEAR there is another Edition of that good Book
Oxani1a, and beg that you would, in the Front
thereof, infert the proper T'exts at large, viz. Gen. xxxviii.
g, 10. I am an clderly Magiftrate, and have concern-
ed mylelf in the Reformation of Manners fome Years,

S I R,
Nov. 3, 1736. Your humble Servant,

W. €

THE Author of the ONANIA conceives, that the
Texts, which the above Gentleman defires may be in-
ferted at large, are only the two Verfes quoted in the
Title-Page ; but thofe that defire to know more of the
Explication of Onan’s Tranfgreflion than they will find
done here, may have Recourfe to the Expofitors and An-
natators of the BisLE, of which there are feveral very
unexceptionable ones to be met with, wherein what
concerns that Sin will be found amply and intelligibly

treated of,
O NANIA
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Concerning the Heinous Sin of SELF-
POLLUTIGON,

rﬂ“‘" F;-T.f.f‘ﬁr,_ EAELF-POLLUTION is that un-
1.. f%**’-— {s’ natural Praltice by which Perfons, of

#6e W either Sex, may defile their own Bodies
' without the Afliftance of others,
whilft yielding to filthy lmagmatmns
they endeavour to imirate, and pro
Y - d cure to themlelves, that Seni‘atmn
whzch God has ordered to attend the carnal Commerce
of the two Sexes, for the Continuance of our Species.
IT is almoft impoffible to treat of this Subje& fo as to
be underftood by the meaneft Capacities, without tref-
pafling, at the fame Time, again{t the Rules of Decency,
and making Ufe of Wordsand Expreflions which Mcdefty
forbids ustoutter, But, as my great Aim isto promote
Virtue and Chriftian Vlrtue, and to difcourage Vice and
Uncleannefs, without giving Offence to any, 1{hall chufe
rather to be lefs intelligible to fome, and leave feveral
Things to the Confideration of my Readers, than by be-

ing too plain run the Hazard of raifing, in {fome corrupt
B Minds,
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Minds, what I would moft endeavour to ftifle and de-
ftroy : And that Every-body, who would write profitably
againft any Sort of Uncleannefs whatfoever, and not do
more Harm than Good by his Endeavours, ought to be
very careful and circumf{peét as to this Particular, we may
learn from Bifhop Taylor, in his Rules and Exercifes of
Holy Living, &c. It is tog plain, fays that learned Pre-
late, that there are fome Spirits fo atheiftical, and fome fo
whollypoffe(fed withthe Spiritof Uncleannefs, that theyturn
the mofl prudent and chafle Difcourfes into Dirt and filthy
Apprebenfions  like choleric Stomachs, changing their very
Cordialsand Medicines into Bitternefs, and, in a literal
Senfe, turning the Grace of God into Wantonnefs. They
fudy Cafes of Confcience (as he proceeds) in the Cafe of
carnalSin, not to avoid, but to learn Ways bow to offend
God, and to pollute their own Spirits, and fearch their
Houfe with a Sun-beam, that they may be inflructed in all
the Corners of Naflinefs.

I AM perfuaded, that thofe who have defiled them-
felves by this Pradtice already, orelfeby wicked T houghts
are tempted fo to do, muft underftand what I mean by
SELF-PoLLUTION, as I have defined it, without any
farther Interpretation. To themit is that I chiefly re-
commend thefe Pages, with my hearty Defire of their
moft ferious Confideration on what is contained in them:
And as to fuch who never contracted this Guilt, and be-
ing, perhaps, of fmall Experience, may be wholly igno-
rant of the Sin I would warn thém againft, 1 think them
happy in their Innocence; afluring them withal, that
they fhall meet here with nothing but what fhall more
and more incite them to Chaftity, and dcter them from
all Manner of Uncleannefs,

SELF-POLLUTION we fee remarkably punifhed
in ONAN, by a particular Stroke from Almighty God ;
for it is not to be thought that his Guilt lay totally in not
raifing up Seed to his deceafed Brother £r, though we will
own that this was an Aggravation of it, but the Way he
took to prevent it would have been highly culpable at any
other Time ; and from the Words of the Text, which in-
forms us of this Part of facred Hiftory, it is reafonable to

ImMagrace,
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imagine that the greateft Part of the Offence lay in the
A& of defiling himfelf, rather than the Negle&t of his
Duty : The ??;mg which be did dgpfmﬁa’f&e,ﬁard where-
fore .‘Jeﬂew him alfs, Gen. xxxviii. 10. It was therefore
the Thing hedid, rather than the T hing he omitted, which
moft difpleafed the Lord, as may be further feen in Dex-
teronomy, ch, xxv. from ver. 5 1o 10. Be that as it will,
this is certain, that as it was it proved {o intolerable a
Provocation, that Almighty God could not bear with it,
and therefore immediately cut him off by Reafon of it.

SOME eafy Cafuifts, notwith{tanding the exemplary
Punifhment that has attended this Sin, have made flight
of it; and fhamefully deceived thofe who confulted th::m,
feveral of them perhaps to their Ruin. Others, by being
too open, though fevere enough, have treated this Matter
fo grofly in the learned Languages, that it is impoffible to
tranflate any Part of them without offending Chatftity.

THE learned O/ffervald, in his ufeful Treatife on Un-
cleannefs in all its Branches, has, through an Excefs of
Modefty, pafled over this abominable Sort of Impurity in
Silence, or at leaft fpoke of it in fuch general Terms,
blending it with lefler Trefpafles of Uncleannels, that he
has failed of reprefenting the Heinoulnefs that is in it,
Having hinted at the Sins of Sodom, and fpoke at large of
Adultery and Fornication, he adds, That, befides thofe,
there are many Aétions contrary to Modefy and Chaflity,
Jome whereaf, {ays he, by the Violence of the Paffions, and
Sull Gonfent of the IVill, or by Reafon of the Malignity and
Infamy of the Aétion, . equal the Crime to which they
tend far Jome unchafie Perfons are burried by their Luft
to try in every Thing to gratify their brutal Paﬂ"an, as far
as they can conceive to do it without commitiing the Fall,
But here, continues he, I muft be very wary, and leave to
my Readers the Trouble of confidering with themfelves what
I'may not [ay, and apply to all the AcTions of Impurity what
1 may but juft touch upon very briefly, and only in general
Zerms. And lower he fays, Now forafmuch as I cannot
well repeat all thofe Aftions which are hurtful to Purity,
andyet my Readersmay be doubtfulof fome of them, and may
queftion whether this or that é-e unlawful, 1 fhall lay down
this one general Rule inthis Place, wharﬁy thefe Donbts

B 2 . may
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may be mf{} refolved.  Let natural Chaflity and Msdefly
be firfl confulted, becar fe, provided a Habit of | ffﬁthﬂzmji
hasnot quite extinguifbed inus ihe Senfe of Modefly. which
25 natural tous as iien, we fhali readily dijcern whether
an Aftion te unchafle or no.  Next, this Principle is to be
attended to that a Ghrifttanis bound to fhun u‘rﬂ?rirfrf.fﬁ‘u-
Suaiizesthe Soul, whatever tends only to fatisfy the Faffions,
and whatever is wont toexcite them in us, or others.

And again : Tnquiry fhould be made, what is neceffary,
or at lenfly what is exprefsly allowed. I fay then, that
4 { ] # I a; J,' ar v T 1.} 5
whenfrever we are afh mid of what we do, and dare not
venture upon it in the Sight of others, when it 15 oxly the
Effect of a diforderly Paffion, and aims only at induloing
Ef G iily, dn G 4"‘!-" f,“.ﬂ ure ClYEL, ff ner EH GHY ouU?
Senfuality, and kind! pure Defi { en
or others Hearts, and ;,uf_rm moresver it is neither necef-
fary, nor exprefly allswed, we fhould be [ure to.aljlain

from ut,

THIS is admirable Advice, and excludes not the Ieaft
A& of Impurity; but thereis wanting that Horror with
which the Reader ought to be filled againft SeLr-PoL-
LuTIoN abeveother Alls of Uncleannefls lefs criminal.
But, that this Author only forbore to pronounce bis juft
Cenfure againft this Sort of Impurity in particular, for no
other Reafon than his being too ferupuloufly modeft, is
manifeft from his own Confeflion, that he was forced to
be defective in many Particulars. Same Points, fays hein
his Preface, ﬂmufdl):w: been more enlarged upon, amfjame
Objeétions more particularly confidered 3 but thiswould have
neceffitatedme totouch upon fome Thingswhich Decency for-
bids : There are alfo divers Things which I am cbliged to
exprefs only in gencral Terms, otherswhich Idare but juft
bint,and others again that 1 am forced totally to fupprefs.

THERE have been other Cafuifts again, who, treat-
ing of this Subject, have been neither too plain, nor too
remifs, but by too much Subtilty, ftrained their Argu-
ments beyond their natural Force, anddonean Injury to
Truthand good Senfe, by being too fophiftical. One of
thefe having premifed, lhat Lufts DfUﬂClLaﬁﬂLra are come
mitted firft with one’s [elf, fecondly, with others, ex-

prefles
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prefles himfelf in the Manner following : Firft, fays he,
we will beginwith thofe committed by one’s felf, which are
greater in themfelves (abftraéithem fromallother Circum-

ances) than with any other, as Self-murder is worfe than
the Murder of any other, [o in and of itfelf, this 15 worfe
than polluting of anather ;Lﬁrr the Ruleis, that the Sin that
doth break the Order of Lovemoft isthe worfl, Love being
the keeping of the Commandments. I muft not defile my
Neigbbour, becaufe Iamto love my Neighbour’s Chaflity,
but I am 1o lyve myfelf, and my own Léaﬂ:f}, before the
Chaflity of any elfe ; and this is a foul Sin, much againft
Nature, avdiéanﬁrf the waorfe ; for the more unnatural
the Sin 15, the greater the Guilt :5/7{;’:' in that Rff?ﬁfﬂ
And whereas it is thought, that there is not that Wiong in
it asin taking away the Chaflity of another, {urge it, that
thereis mofl Wrong when a Man doth Wrong to himfelf ;
andas the Thief doth in the Candle, [2 thefe Self-defile-
ments do rot and weaken the Body by the Curfe of God ex-
ceedingly.  Befides (as in all fuch inordinate Praltices)
thereisa fecret Kind of Murder, what if not in the In-
tention of the Doery yet inthe Condition of the Thing done 5
.,u-'fu:refarf Godis much ag.m:ajm with s.-f.wﬁ Kind ;:_af..‘)m_r_

TO all the latter I’ﬂrtm thefe Affertions I could rea-
dily agree ; but in the Beginning of them this Cafuift has
been gruﬂ ly overfeen in his ‘Wat,r of Reafoning : The Dif-
ierf.nce he ftates between the Murder of anmher and that
of one’s felf is very juft ; but then he has forgot to con-
fider, that that Difference ceafes when the Murder of ano-
ther mceﬂ”&uly includes the Murder of one’s felf: Thus
by endeavouring to prove too much, his Argument has
not proved what it might have done ; at this Rate, SELF-
PoLLuTioN would be more criminal than the moft un-
natural Abominations with others, which is falfe, becaufe
it is impoffible to defile others, without defiling one’s felf
at the fame Time in as high a Degree.

TO condemn and expofe a Sin fo difpleafing to God,
fo detrimental to the Public,and fo injurious to ourlelves,
requiresno klights of Wit, norany other Way ofarguing,
than what isagreeable to the plaineft Truth,and can ftand

the Tleft of the fevereft Reafon, To prove “the many In-
Jllrl
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juries it may do to ourfelves, as it is the whole Bufinefs
of the next Chapter, fo [ refer the Reader to it ; and that
it is very detrimental to the Public will foon appear, if
we confider what is undeniable, that it hinders Marriage,
and puts a full Stop to Procreation: W hat remains is to
demonftrate, that it is highly difpleafing to God; and
that it is fo in a very high Degree, is evident both from
the Holy Scripture, and our own Reafon,

THERE is nota Place, either in the Old or New
Teftament, where Uncleannefs, the Luft of the Flefh,
or the Abominations of Sodsm, arc condemned, but this
Sin is hinted at among others; and there 1s no doubt but
thofe who areguilty of it are comprehended among the
abominable, whs fhall have their Part in the Lake which
burneth with Fire and Brimflone, Rev. xxi. 8. IWhat,
know ye not, fays 8t. Paul, that your Body is the Temple
of the Holy Ghoft which is inyou, whichyou have of God?
And this isavery powerful Confideration todiffuade from
Uncleannefs, being taken from the Glory whereto God
has raifed us, even in regard as to our Bodies. They are
the Templesof the Holy Spirit, becaufe the Holy Spirit
dwells in us, and pours forth his Benefits upon us, fanéti-
fies us, and confecrates us to the Service of God ; where-
fore our Bodies partaking of this Honour, we are bound
to prelerve them in Purity,and to employ them to holy
Purpofes : For if the Temples dedicared to the Worfhip
of God may not be profaned by any Polluiion, but muft
be kept pure and undefiled, how great ought the Honour
of our Bodies to be, feeing God has condeicended to make
them the Temples of his Holy Spirit? This Refletion of
St. Paul lets us fee plainly, that whenever any give them-
felves over to Uncleannefs, they ceale to be the Temples
of the Holy Spirit, juft as the Apoftle had faid before, that
they ceafe to be Members of Jefus Chrift, which fhews
this Sin to be the Occafion that the Holy Spirit of God
withdraws from the Hearts of fuch as are guilty of it, be-
caufe his Spirit cannot dwell with Pollution. Hetellsus
afterwards in the fame Chapter, Ye are not your own, for
ye are bought with a Price 5 therefore glorify Gad in your
Bedies, and in your Spiritsy, which are God’s.

THE
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THE fame Apoftle affirms of the Heathens, that being
given up to Uncleannefs they difbonoured their own Bodies
between themfelves; and, in another Place, that it is the
Will of God that we abflain from Uncleannefs. But it
would be endlefs to quote all the T'exts which tend to the
fame Purpofe: Let any Man examine all the Places of the
New Teftament, where mention is made of Vices and
Sins, and he will find, there is not any one other Crime
fo many Times named as Uncleannefs; and how cana
Perfon be more fuperlatively unclean, than when he is
guilty of SELF-PoLLuTION,

BUT if it was not revealed to us, that God is highl
offended at all Manner of Uncleannefs; when we rc-Heé{
on the End of Marriage in all Countries, and in all So-
cieties,and the Manner after which God has ordained that
our Species fhould be continued, Natural Religion, and our
own Reafon, would of themfelves inftrué& us, that .to de-
ftroy that End muft be very offenfiveto God: For whe-
ther we commit Abomination with thofe of ourown Sex,
as the Scripture fays, Men with Men, or with Beafts, or
that we defileour own Bodies ourfelves with thisfhameful
Action, the Confequencesare the fameto the Society and
our Species; and what a learned Divine has faid of the firft
is equally applicable to all three, That the Crime in itfelf
is monfirous andunnatural,in its Praétice filthy, and odious
to Extremity; its Guilt is crying, and its Confequences
ruinous: It deflroys conjugal Affeltion, perverts natural In-
clination, and tends to cxtinguifb ihe Hopes of Pofierity.

FOR PFornication, and even Adultery itfelf, though
heinous Sins, we have Frailty and Nature to plead ; but
SELF-PorLLUTION isa Sinnot only againft Nﬁture,
buta Sin that pervertsand extinguifhes Nature; and he
who is guilty of it is labouring at the Deftrucion of his
Kind, and in a Manner, ftrikes at the Creation itfelf.
That this Sin, and all the Mifchiefs that may attend it,
are equally ruinousin either Sex, in regard to the civil
Society as well as themfelves, fhzll be demonftrated in
the following Chapter. In the Remainder of this [ fhall

examine inte the Caufes of SELF-PoLrLuTioN, and
ofter
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offer fome Thoughts to prevent at leaft the Frequency
of it,

I1SHALL not here meddle with the Caufes of Un-
cleannefs in general, fuch as i// Books, bad Companions,
Love Stories, lafcivious Difcourfes, and other Provocatives
to Luftand Wantonnefs ; as thefeare fufficiently treated
of in moft Books of Devotion and Pra&ical Divinity, fo
I refer the Reader to them, and defign only to fpeak of
thofe peculiar Caufes which belong to this Sin, and
hardly any other.

THE firft Caufe is Ignorance: There are Thoufands
among the Youth of both Sexes, ingenious, docile, dili-
gent, and tractable, who, either by the Example of their
intimates, through theirown Wantonnefs, or by being
idle and alone, and fome by mere Accident, have learned
to pollute themfelves after this Manner, that would have
abhorred the Thoughts, had they underftood the Nature
of the Sin, and been acquainted with the Heinoufnefs of
the Crime, There are likewife manyadult Perfons, both
Men and Women, who are guilty of this Sin, and per-
haps Reprobates enough to commit any as to religious
Fears, that yet would never have ventured upon this, if
they bad known what bodily Sufferings and Infirmitics
it may be, and often is the Occafion of.

THE fecond, is the Secrely with which SEL¥-PoL-
LUTION may becommitted: All other! Actions of Un-
cleannefs muft have a Witnefs, this needs none, Some
luftful Women of Senfe have made all the outward Shew
of Virtue and Morality that can be required: They have
bad Prudence enough in the Midft of ftrong Defires, to
refufe advantageous Matches, and yet have abandoned
themfelves to this Vice, when, at the fame Time, they
would rather have died than betrayed a Weaknefs to any
Man living, as afterwards becoming Penitents they have
confefled themfelves. And again, fome young Men, of
viciousInclinations, having either naturally, or for Want
of a liberal Education, been fhamefaced to Excefs, have
not dared to look upon a Woman; and their Bafhfulnefs
has fecured them from evéry Aét of Impurity but this,

From all which it isevident, that the Secrefy of this Sin
has



[ 9]

has betrayed many to it, whom hardly any Thing elfe
would have tempted.

THE thirdand laft Caufe I fhall allege is Impunity.
Though the Laws againft Fornication and Adultery, are in
many Places, either very remifs, or ill executed, yet the
Dread of them keeps the Fearful in Awe. The Punifh-
ment for unnatural Impurities committed with others is
Capital. But the Laws are not the only Thing which
vicious Perfonsare afraid of : Some are with-held from Pro-
ftitutes by their Covetoufnefs only ; others again abftain
from Fornication for nothing elfe but the Fear of Difeafes,
or the having of Children. Lafcivious Widows, who un-
derftand the World, have Reafon to fcruple fecond Mar-
riages, on many Accounts; fome love their Liberty, others
their Money, and, if they value their Reputation, they
will not dare to venture on unlawful Embraces ; whereas
mmSELF-PorLruTion neither the Cautious, nor the Co-
vetous, imagine that they have any Thingto fear,

IT isnot eafy to determine, whether it be more mon-
{trous or unaccountable, that rather than commit a Sin be-
fore others, who would be their Accomplices, and uphold
them in it, Men fhould chufe to be guilty of a greater be-
fore God, who has avowed to revenge it. To fay that this
proceeds from Atheifm, and Want of Faith, is contrary
to Experience ; for let us take a thoufand People to task,
that fhall have all been guilty of this, or any other the
moft heinous Crime, and we fhall hardly find one, but
what will not only acknowledge a Deity, but likewife tell
us, that heisconvinced of his Ubiquity and Omnifcience,
his Wifdom, Fuftice, and Omnipatence, and thatheis ready
to fubfcribe to every general Article of Chriftianity. What
can be faid of this is, that Man contradiéts himfelf, and
alts direétly againft his own Principle. 'What could be
more abfurd in human Affairs,than thata T hief, defign-
ing to fteal a Horfe, thould endeavour tofhun the Eyes of
all the World but the Owner’s, efpecially if he was fully
perfuaded, that this Owner could catch him whenever he
would,and infli¢t what Punithment upon him he pleafed ?
W hat {piritual Darknefs muft furround Man, that fhould
be {tark-blind in his greateft Concerns, and clear-fighted
enly in Trifles? W hena Man thews Bafhfulnefs, and the

C utmoft
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utmoft Cowardice to the moft impotent Wretch of his
Fellow-creatures, is it not inconceivable he thould behave
himfelf with gigantic Boldnelsand Impudence to affront
the Almighty Creator of Heaven and Earth ? Yet there
is one T'hing more contradi€tory ftill, which is, that, at
the fame Time, he will affect to be thought brave as to
Principle, and a Chriftian as to Religion.

IT is the general Opinion, that the Shamelefs are the
worft of People ; yet Shame, when il] placed, has often
wrought worfe Effets than the Reverfe alone has ever been
able to produce. 'When a Baftard Infant is found dead,
and the Mother, lately delivered without Witnefs, is not
able to prove, either that the had made Provifion for it,
or,during her Pregnancy, imparted the Secret to another
befides the Father, our Engli/b Law, without any other
Evidence, prefumes the Woman to have murdered the
Child: From whenceitisevidentthe Legiflators muft have
fuppofed, that fome Women may have Cruelty enough to
commit the utmoft unnatural Murder of all, and, at the
fame Time, want Courage to bear Shame. But, is there
no Remedy againft this prepofterous Shame ? Isit impof-
fible to imbue Youth with better Notions of it than are
commonly received, either by Example or Inflruction 2

WOMEN, for the Generality, are more bathful and
referved than Men ; and there are Things that a Man of
the ftri&eft Morals fhall not fcruple to doin Public, which
yet would fhock moft Women, even after Proftitution :
From hence toimagine, that Women are naturally more
modeft than Men isa Miftake; all the Difference between
them depends upon Cuftom and Education; and I am
much miftaken, if this great Power of Fafhions and In-
ftruction does not point at a2 Remedy that would be very
ferviceable againft SELF-PorLruTion. Itisa Rule, I
know, among the moft prudent People, never to men-
tion any Thing concerning this Vice, to the Youth of
either Sex, for fear that either the Defireafter T hings for-
bidden, or elfe Curiofity itfelf, might prompt the Pupils
to what perhaps they never might have thought on, had it
not been for the two inftru&ive Caution of their T'eachers,
But there are other Methods: The Inftruction of Youth

I hintat thould commence from their Infancy. If Children
WeErc
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were ftri¢tly forbid never to touch their Eyes or Nofe but
with their Handkerchief,and thatonly upon very urgent
Neceflitics; if likewife they faw Every-body comply with
this Cuftom, and it was counted abominable to touch them
with their naked Hands, I cannot fee why this might not
be fo fhocking to them when grown up, as now the moft
guilty Denudations are to weli-bred People.

[ WOULD have the Reader refleét on the Matter I
treat of, which differs much from other Points of Mora-
lity ; for in handling other Topics a Man may fafely fay
whatever he thinks any way advantageous to his Defign,
and has nothing to hinder him from rallying together what-
ever heapprehendsneceflary, and propofing his Arguments
in their utmoft Extent and Force, making them as plain
as poflible, and an{wering all Difficulties imaginable : But
in arguing againft Uncleannels, efpecially this Sort of it,
which, of all, as it is the moft loathfome, the fame Li-
berty is not to be taken, buta Man is extremely confined,
and is obliged to exprefs himfelf with the utmoft Circum-
fpetion and Caution, for fear of intrenching upon Mo-
defty ; which as I promifed I would not be guilty of doing,
Ifhall all along with the greateft Strictnefs obferve, as
knowing I fhould be obliged to name fome Things that
might betray my Readers into the Remembrance of what
it is much better that they fhould forever forget, as they
would not then be able to fet fuch a watchful Guard upon
their T houghts and Fancies, but that fome foul and filthy
Defires would in Spight creep in, the leaft Imagination
only of which would render them odious in God’s Sight,
who feeth the Heart, and delightsin none but thofe who
are pureand upright there ; with which Apology, hoping
it will be thought fufficient for what Omiffions and Ob-
fcurity I have been guilty of, I conclude this Chapter.

S T

B CHAP.
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CRIARAREHEEED
Geslasley uslusies

G AP AT

Of the FR1GHTFUL CONSEQUENCES
of SELF-POLLUTION,

AVIN G fet forth the Heinoufnefs of this Sin in

the preceding Chapter, one might juftly imagine,
that the Impreflion which the Uglinefs of Incontinence
and Uncleannefs in general there reprefented muft make,
would not foimmediately wear out, as not to fecure, for
fome fmall Time, the Imagination even of vicious Perfons
againft any flight Attacks of Unchaftity; but there are
lafcivious People of fuch corrupt Minds, that at no Time
excepted, they may beraifed to impure T houghts by bare
Words, without Coherence, and the Names of Parts,
even when made Ufeof in the Defcription of calamitous
Cafes, and naufeous Difeafes: Therefore, as 1 fhall be
forced to make ufe of fome Expreflions in this Chapter,
which though fpoke with a Defign the moft remote from
Obfcenity, may, working by the Reverfe, perhaps fur-
nifh the Fancies of filly People with Matter of Impurity ;
therefore, I fay, I begofthe Reader to ftop here,and not
to proceed any further, unlefs he hasa Defire to be chafte,

or, at leaft, be apt to confider whether he ought to have
it or no. :

THE Affli¢ions which may, and often do, fall upon
thofe who are, or have been, guilty of the finful Pradtice
of SELF-PoLLuTI10N, belong either to the Soul or the
Body : I fhall begin with thofe of the leaft Concern. In
the firft Place, it manifeftly hinders the Growth, both in
Girls and Boys, and few of either Sex, that in their
Youth commit this Sin to Excefs for any confiderable

‘T'ime,
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Time, come ever to that Robuftnefs or Strength which
they would have arrived to without it.  In Men, as well
as Boys, the firft Attempt of it has often occalioned a
Phymofis in fome, and a Paraphymofis in others: Ifhall
not explain thefe Terms any further ; let it fuffice, that
they are Accidents which are very painful and trouble-
fome, and may continue to be tormenting for fomeTime,
if not bring on Ulcers, and other worfe Symptoms ;
efpecially if managed by raw unskilful People, whom
toemploy itis moft commenly the Fate of young Men,
who, being confcious of their Guilt, have not the Aflur-
ance toaddrefs themfelves to Men of Worth and Expe-
rience. W hoever wants to know the Signification of thefe
Words, any Surgeon will inform him.

T HE frequent Ufe of this Pollution likewile caufes
Stranguries, Priapifms, and other Diforders of the Penis
and Te/fes, but elpecially Gonorrhaas, more difficule to
be cured, than thofe contrated from Women a&ually
labouring under foul Difeafes. When the Seminal Veffcls
are firft ftrained, and afterwards relaxed, the Ferment in
the Te/fes is deftroyed, and the Seed, grown thinand wa-
terith, comes away unelaborated, without any Provoca-
tion : T his Diftemper often proves fatal, even under the
Hands of the moft skilful. Thefe Gonorrbaeasare chiefly
occafioned, fays Etmuller (afamous Phyfician) a damnata
Maflupratione,from thatdamnable SELF-PorLruTion;
and, as Dr. Baynard alfo ‘confirms (fpeaking of this

Pra&tice) by that curfed School-wickednefs of Mafturba-
tion, Res feda diflu.

IN fome it has been the Caufe of fainting Fits and
Epilepfies, in others of Confumptions ; and many young
Men, who were ftrong and lufty before they gave them-
felves over to this Vice, have been wore out by it,and by
its robbing the Body of its balmy and vital Moi{ture, with-
out Cough or Spitting, dry and emaciated, fent to their
Graves. Inothersagain, whom it has not killed, it has
produced nightly and excefiive Seminal Emiflions,aW eak -
nefsin the Pems,and a Lofs of Ereéion, as if they had
been caftrated. Manya young Gentleman (fays the fame
Dr, Baynard) has been for ever utterly undone by it :'1'he
Realon he gives for it is, That ufed whenyoung, it fo forces

and
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and weakensthe tender Veffels, that whenthey come ts Aan-
haod, 1t renders them ridiculous to IWomen; becaufe impo-
tent, a Curfe half (tanti) to Caflration, many of them not
being able to touch a IWoman, buty ad primum labiorum con-
taCtum femen emittunt, &c. Infome Men of very ftrong
Conftitutions the Milchiefs may not be fo vifible, and
themfelves perhaps capable of marrying ; and yet the Blood
and Spiritsimpaired, and the Seed rendered infertile, fo as
to make them unfit for Procreation, by its changing the
Cralis of the Spermatic Parts, making them become barren,
as Land becomes poor by being over-tilled; and few of
thofe that havebeen much accuftomed to this Vice in their
Youth have ever much Reafon to boaft of the Fruits of
their Marriage-Bed; for if, by Nature’s extraordinary
Helps, they {hould get any Children, which happens not
often, they are commonly little ones, thateither die {oon,
of become tender, {ickly People, always ailing and com-
plaining ; a Mifery to themfelves,a Difhonour to human
Race, and a Scandal to their Parents.

WWITH what Encouragement to Virtue therefore, fays a
certain Author, mayyoung People bebold a Man at the
Age of Forefcore, with alVife of the like Antiquity, both
bleft with bealthy hail Conflitutions, and frefb wholefome
Countenances,with found Minds, and prefet Senfes, with
aflive Limbs, and of chearful Tempers, prefiding over a
healtbful Progeny, perbaps to the third or forth Genera-
tion, and all thofe Bleffings owing, under Providence, to
iheir Temperance and Continence when, if we turn our
Eyesupon licentious Mafturbators, wefhall find them with
meagre Faws, and pale Looks, with feeble Hams, and Legs
without Calves, their Generative Faculties weakened, if
not deftroyed in the Prime of their Years: A Feft ts
others, and a Torment to themfelves. :

IN Women,SELF-PorLuTroN, if frequently prac-
tifed, relaxesand fpoils the retentive Faculty, occafions the
Fluor Alhus,an obnoxious as well as perplexing Illnefs at-
tending that Sex, which, upon Accountof theWomb, may
draw on a whole Legion of Difeafes; among other
Diforders, it makes them look pale, and thofe who are not
of agood Complexion, {warthy and hagged. It frequently

i
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is the Caufe of hy/fferic Fits, and fometimes, by draining
away all the radical Moifture, of Confumptions : But what
it more often produces than cither is Barrennefs, by a
Venereal Indifferency, and atlengtha total Ineptitude to
the Aét of Generation itfelf, Misfortunes very afflicting
to them, becaufe feldom to be redrefled.

THE Reafon why T am not more particularin defcrib-
ing the many Calamities, and bodily Sufferings, which this
Praéice may be the Occafion of in Women, I hope will
be obvious to every Reader that is capable of making Re-
fleCtions. It would be impoffible to rake into fo much
Filthinefs, as I fhould be obliged to do, without offending
Chaftity. One Thing fhall add, addrefling myfelf to
young Women, who have an Efteem for their Honour,
and would keep their Reputationunfpotted, which is, that
many of them who thusdefile their Bodies, by being heed-
lefs, or perhaps more filled with impure Defires than or-
dinary, do aétually deflower them(elves, and foolifhly part
with that valuable Badge of their Chaftity and Innocence,
which, when once loft, is never to be retrieved. This
may be the fatal Caufe, whenever they marry, of endlels
Jealoufies, and Family Quarrels, and make their Huf-
bands fufpect more than they have deferved, wrongfully
imagining, what many, who have already entered into
that State, believe, that there is but one Way by which
Maids may forfeit their Virginity.

THE next evil Confequences to be apprebended from
SELF-PoLLuTION, are all thofe other Vices which it
may lead the Way to, and in Time be the Occafion of:
Let us once fuppofe, what fome raw, ignorant People im-
agine, thatthis is only a filly Practice; that there is no fuch
great Harm in it; and if it bea Sin, it is at leaft lefs cri-
minal than Fornication. Let us, 1 fay, fuppole this, though
not grant it, and, after that, ferioufly confider what
Effe&ts this foolith Trick of Youth (as fome favourably
termit) is liketohaveon eitherSex, and what Impreffion
it muft neceflarily make on the Minds of thofe that have
given themfelves over to it

AS we are conceived in Sin, it isimpofiible but luftful
Pefires will now and then arife, efpecially in young Peo-

ple



[ 16 ]

ple thatarein Health. By the Relu&ancy which all in-
nocent Perfons feel againft complying with them, it is eafily
to be difcovered that they are evil, and that the more vio-
lently they attack us, the more vigoroufly we ought to
refift them,  While this Conflic betwixt Luft and Cha-
ftity lafts, we are Proof againft many Temptations,and
our Virtue remains triumphant: But when once weaban-
don our Guard, and allow thofe wanton Thoughts the
Liberty of roving and wandering wherever they pleafe,
and loofe Fancy can lead them, we make the fir{tStep to
our undoing ; and our Chaftity is always in Danpger, as
foon as our Dread and great Apprehenfion of lofing it is
gone. We ought not totruft tofrail Reafon, becaufe it
1s no Match for our Inclinations, which are infinitely
ftronger.  All carnal Temptations ought to be carefully
fhunned, ifit be poflible; butif met with, boldly defied ;
for whoever admits of a Parley with Luft, will be van-
quifhed at laft, andisalready capitulating with the Ene-
my. Therefore for our Lives ought we to forbear all
Parley with the Fleth, obflerving the different Rules the
Scriptures give, between mortifying thofe Sins the Devil
would put us upon, and mortifying thofe Lufts the Flefh
would tempt usto; the former is done by refifting : Re-
S the Devil, and be will fice from you. There, when a
Man grows ftout and couragious, Satan grows cowardly ;
butit is not fo with the Bufinefs of the Flefth; there our
greateft Safety isin flying ; when we have to do with Sa-
tan, the Enemy is without us, but when w=have to do
with Luft, the Enemy is within us.

THE Devil may fuggeft to the Haughty and the Bafh-
ful,thatin SELF-PoLLuTion they will run no Hazard
of their Reputation, and that Nobody in the World
fhall know it but themfelves; and to the Covetous, that
they {halllofe nothing by it ; or elfe reprefent the Impu-
nity of it to the Cautious and Fearful ; but he will not tell
them that the All-feeing God muft be a Witnefs to an At
which his Holinefs fo much abominates, that the greateft
Lofs that can be fuftained is that of the Divine Favour,
which, to balance, the Gain of the whole World is not
equivalent; and, that eternal Damnation infinitely ex-
ceeds all temporal Punifhments that can be invented.
When the firft plaufible Suggeftions are once admittr;il,

the
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the latter Confequences, which areat leaft as certain, are
not fuffered to intrude, orareprefently fhoved out as trou-
blefome Companions. But whatever Refervednefs before
others they may flatter themfelves with, whenever the
Fa& is once committed, if it was but a trifling Sin, they
can have no Innocence to boaft of afterwards: T he Bar-
rier that fenced their Chaftity is broke, and the Enemy
to Purity and Holinels makes daily Inroads, and ravages
through every Pafl:ge of the conquered Soul.

THE Senfuality of fuch, by being the Occafion of
Abundance of inordinate Inclinations in them, hurries
them on to many Inftances of Lewdnefs for fatisfying this
brutith Paflion.  But the State of the Soul is chiefly to be
confidered, whillt it is ordinarily poflcfled by luftful
T houghtsand Defires, the unchafte Perfon has his Mind
rarely free from lafcivious and fhameful Imaginations and
Fancies : His Heart isa continual Springof evil Thoughts,
bubbling up in it every Moment, fo that there needs only
the Préfence of an Objett S mdnine B Defire : Let him
but fee or hearany thing belonging to his beloved Sin, and
his Luft is preﬁ:ntl}r kindled by it ; and not only ﬁ:a, but
at other T'imes, when none of thefe Objeéts prefent them-
felves, his Memory ferves to furnith him with fuch for-
mer Paflagesashad gratified his Senfuality; thefe he recals
to his Mind, and pleafes himfelf with the Thoughts of
them, inftead of refleéting upon them as he ought, with
Sorrow of Heart, and Confufion of Face.

WHERE this Sinis become habitual, there muft be

a Diftafte to Gedlinefsand Virtuein general ; and what-
ever Wantonnef(s, obfcene Difcourfes, fhameful Aétions,
and filthy Reprefentations are to be met with (how cau-
tioufly foever they may to the Worldfeem to be avoided)
are treafured upwith Care, conftantly to feed this Flame
of Impurity : For no fooner hasUncleannefs gotthe Ma-
ftery over the Heart, but forthwith it purfues the Man
every-where, and keepsits Pofleffionof him at all Times,
and in all Places. Upon the moft ferious Occafions, and
in the very A&sof Religion, heever-and-anon finds him-
felf tranfported with luftful Conceptions and Defires,
which inceflantly follow him, andtake up his T houghts.
1 fhall not need to fay, how great a Partof Mankind find
D their
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their Minds flag and languifh, and wander from their Bu-
finefs, and are full even of wicked 1'houghts when they
thould be praying to God, or hearkening to his Word.
But it is certain, that in many, Impurity is the Caufe of
this Diforder ; a Soul that is not chafte will not know
how to be devout: To fuchan one the holy Exercifes of
Prayer, Meditation, Reading, &, aremﬂpld and un-

pleafant, A Dove of Vﬂlup[ur}ufners is inconfiftent with
fpiritual Delights, and thofe pious Affe&ions, and Joys,
and Raptures, which accompany a fincere Holinefs of
Converfation.

I HAVE, inthe foregoing Chapter, {pokeoffome, who
gave themfelves over to this, and yet were Proof againft
any other grofs Sin of Uncleannefs; but itis not fo with
all : Thoufands have been guilty of Adultery, as well as
Fornication, who would never haveyielded to thofe T'em-
tations, which overcame them, if they had never been
initiated in Lafcivioufnefs, and acquired to themfelves a
Habit of Impurity by SELF-PoLLuTI0oN firft. In fuch,
not only the grofler Crimes of Uncleannefs I juft now
named, but likewife all cthers that may be occalioned by
them, as Lying, Forfwearing, perhaps Murder,and what
nut,mu[’c be laid to the Charge,and brought inas the Ef-
feéts and Confequence of their firft darling Sin, by which
they were infe@ted with aftronger Habit of Impurity than
they eould ever have contracted from any other Frailey,

AMONG the Confequences ‘of the Sin I treat of,
ought not to be forgot the Troubles and Agonies of a
wounded Confeience, whenever it is roufed, and makes
the Polluted ftartle, affrighted at the Enormity of their
Crime. To let the Reader fee how this Guilt of unnatu-
ral Impurity canalarm the Offenders, when they awaken
from their Lethargy of Sin, 1 fhall infert the Preface to
a little Book, intituled, Letters of Advice from Reverend
Divines to a young Gmn'fmar, about a weighty Cafe of
Confcience. 'This Preface, wrote likewife by way of Let-
ter, is addrefled to all young Men who havebeen, or may
be, tempted to this great Sin, in the following Manner.

INTO
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INTO fuch a deplorable Condition had the frequent pol-
luting myfelf brought me, that I was confidering, whether 1
bad not deferved tbﬁlym'gmmr that God fent to ONAN 3
and [o apprebenfive Twas of it, that it brought me into a
Kind of Defpairy till I had Recourfe to two mof} excellent
and pioys Divines (whofe Works praife them in the Gates)
and when I received their Advice,  was refolvedto break
off this Sinby Repentance and Mortification, as the only
Remedy to prevent my fudden Deflruéiion: For whatever
you may at prefent think, that it isonly a Relief of Nature,
yet Imuft fay, that it has been of horrid Confequence to me,
God having attended me with fudgments cver fince, in mof?
of my AffairsinthelVorld; and I cannot be jatisfied till I
have let you know it, it order both to prevent your Danger
and Ruin : For though the Sins of Adultery and Fornica-
tion be now the open Prallices of moft Men, to the Shame
and Reproach of Chriftianity, yet I'am fure this Sin of
SELF-PoLLUTION befpeaks you equally notorious Sinners,
and puts you into a State of Enmity with God, unfits you
Jor thofe great Duties you owe to him, renders you mean=
Jpirited, defiroys the very End of your Creation, and will
leave a Sting upon your Canfcience, which will coft you dear.
In all Humility, therefore, let me befeech your Care to
perufethefe excellent Letters, which I have publifbed on pur-
pofe, as a Warning to all fuch who thus defile themfelves :
And as you tender your own Welfarein this IVorld, as well
as your Soul’s Good in the World to come, you will as much
bate and abominate this borrid IWickednefs, as it will cer-
tainly lead you to Ruin ; and then 1fball have my Defign in
¢he Publication of thefe excellent Councils.

Your Friend, B. P.

THE Subftance of the Letters mentioned in this Pre-
face fhall be communicated to the Reader in the following
Chapter; whom I entreatto lend his ferious Confidera-
tion, on what fhall be further {aid in this.

THERE are many heinous Offenders, who are har-
dened in Sin, and continue in it, and all worldly Enjoy-

ments, without relenting; but few go foto their Graves;
D2 moft



[ 20 ]

moft great Sinners before they die feel a deep Remorfe,

and are tormented with the bitter Stings of Con{cience

- upbr?ldum them with their Guilt, and reprefenting it to
them inits true Colours, and moft frightful Forms. What
Comfort muft a Man have, in refle€ting on the paft Ac-
tions of his Life, who, hardly coming to Half the Age he
might reafonably have expcéled to arcive at, finds hinufelf
enervated by the Practice of SELF-PorLrurriow, his
Spirits funk, his Body wafted, and his Strength decayed

in contmual Danger of beingforced to refiga his i lmpure
Breath upon the leaft Rigour of the Seafon, or any other
fmall Accident ! What Comfort, I fay, muit a Man have,
when his Crime, reprefenting iclelf before him in its
moft ghaftly Shape, fhall upbraid his Confcience, that, by
fo many repeated Acts of Murder, he has at luft deftroyed
himfelf before ke s thirty Years of Age, as by my own
Experiencel have known it the Cafe of feveral? - If fuch
great Misfortunes happen but feldom, there are other In-
firmities that may occafion very difagreeable Refletions.
When Perfons of good Eftates, in the Flower of their
Age, find themfelves bereft of their Manhood, and con-
icious of their Impotence, and the curfed Caufe of it, are
forced to decline the moft advantageous Matches, and,
without the leaft Hopes of Poflterity, remain the Contempt
of others, and a Burden to themfelves; to which, per-
haps, the Mortification fhall be added, that the Name and
Honour of an antient Family, extinét with themfelves,
mut be for ever buried in Oblivion, whil{t the magnificent
Seats, and venerable Struétures, of their more virtuous
Anceftors, are inherited, or pulled down, by Strangers,

OTHERS again, who cannot be faid o die without
Ofispring, have puny lingering Children, moie brought
up by Phyfic than Kitchen Diet, which they are forced
to leave at fourteen or fifteen Years of Age, perhaps
younger,withoutany Probability that they fhall ever come
to Maturity : When Perfons of large Pofleffions have no
better Views to turn to than thefe, “and withal fo much
Reafon to lay all the Blame upon themfelves, as the fre-
quent Practice of SEL¥-PoLLuTION, in their Youth,
can furnifh them with, the Profpect can be but melan-
choly. Some Women likewife, though married to kind

and



S L 2at]

and fertile Husbands, who, through the Vilenefs of ther
Affections, bave changed, as St. Paulexprefles it, the na-
tural Ufe into that which is againft Nature, by abufing
their Parts, as was the Cuftom of the Fewifb Women,
one with another, to their own mutual Luft, are all their
Life-time wifhing for Children invain; every Year per-
haps they change the Air, try all the Baths in Chriften-
dom, and follow the Advice of moft Phyficians, and yet
are either fubjeét to frequent Milcarriages before the fiith
Month, or elfe are never impregnated at all, If ever
fuch Women are guilty of SELF-PorLuTiOoN to Ex-
cefs, and are wife enough toknow thie Confequences of it,
with what Sorrows and Anxieties muft the Remembrance
of it fill them, even when their T'roubles are not extend-
ed beyond temporal Affairs? But when once they are
touched with the quick Senfeof their heinous Offencesto
God, how muft the Refle&ion on the Things I have named
confound the Guilty of either Sex? What Aggravations
will they not heap on their Crimes, even to their own
Imaginations ?

LET No body imagine, that the Confequences of this
Sin, and all other Aéts of Uncleannels, will be lefs cala-
mitous to thofe, whom either the bodily Suifferings and
Infirmities I have fpoken of never reach, or no temporal
Aflliction make any Impreflion upon, in order to Repen-
tance. T'hofe who never feel any Trouble for their Sin,
are oftentimes as infenfible of the Punifhment of it, fuch
Punifhments I mean as befal them by Realon of it in this
Life. Sometimes one may perceive the Judament of God
hanging over the Heads of the Unchafte, and threatening
to fall upon them, fometimesactually and vifibly purfuing
them in their own Perfons, or in their Relations, or their
Affairs in the World, making them groan under the Mi-
feries, Sorrows, and divers Evils they have brought upon
themfelves ; and yet we may fee how little Senfe they bave
of the Realon, why thefe fad AfiGions are lzid upon
them, and how ready they are to attribute their Misfor-
tune to any other Caufe rather than to themfelves, fome
of them continuing in their Security till the Judgment of
God (eizes them, and they die in their Impenitence, which

"is the moft deplorable and moft dangerous Statea Man can
'\ﬁntu: For folong as the Sinner has a Senfe of his Guile,
- and
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znd the Vengeance juftly due to him for it, there is fome
Hope of him ; but, when he is come to this Degree of
Obduracy, thereis very little to be expeéted from him ;

for then he is upon the very Brink of Mifery, and but

one Step from everlafting Deftru@ion.

FROM what has been (2id laft then it is manifeft, that
neither our efcaping the bodily Sufterings, which fo often
enfue upon this Cr:me,nnr our Infenfibility of the Sin, or
the temporal Punifhments of it,make any ﬁmendment in
our Condition; and, on the uther Side, as evident, from
what has been faid before, that the Confequence of this
Crime may, on feveral Accounts, render the Refleltion
on the Caufe of it moft terrible to the Offenders, and
excitein them fuchan inconceiveable Indignation againft
themfelves, as, without God’s Mercy, cannot poﬂib]y'
end but in Defpair,

LET us now confider once, that thefe Pangs of Con-
fcience, terrible asthey are, are moft neceffary to Repen-
tance, which yet Nobody can be perfeétly fure will beac-
cepted. Butif thole Anxietiesto be fuffered on Earthare
moft frightful toall that will reflc@ on them, how much
more ought the Guilty to ftand in Awe of thofe other
more inevitable, 2nd more intolerable, Punithments which
are referved for the other Life? The Unclean are not
always punifhed in this World, but they willbe moft cer-
tainly in the next,unlefs they take Care to prevent it by
a timely and hearty Reformation. This the Holy Scripture
teaches asexprefsly as may be: Neither Fernicators, {ays
St. Paul, nor Adulterers, nor the Abominable, jball inberit
the Karga’gm ¢f God ; cautioning alfo, at the fame Time,
that we do not abufe nurﬁ:lves, nor flatter ourfelves, in
this Refpet. And the fame Do&rine he repeats., Gal. v,
19, 20, 21. I bave told you before, as I have told you in
Times paji, that they who commit fuch Things fhall nst
inberit the nga’.am quaa' So Epbef. v. 6. Ltf ns Man
deceive ysu with vain Words : For becaufe of thefe Things
cometh the Irath of God upon the Children of Dijobedience.
St. Peter likewife, in his Second Epiftle, chap. ii. ver: g.
declares and proves, by many Examples, that God re-

Jerves the wicked, and chiefly thecarnaland impure, uxto

the Day of Fudzment, to be punifbed.
f 7 s tobe p T
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THESEarethe Confequencesof SELF-PoLLUTION ;
this is the dreadful State to whichitbrings Menj,and thefe
the Sins into whichitdrives them,and the Punifhment to
which it renders them cbnoxious ; and one would think
them enough to infpire all Perfons with a Deteftation
againft this Vice. Iam fure every-one has Reafon to dread
the Thoughts of falling into that Brutithnefs, and Hard~
nefs of Heart, of whichall are in great Danger, who at
any "I'ime pafs the Boundsof Modefty, and part with their
Chaftity, and fhould therefore ferioufly ftudy to prevent
that Remorfe, which fooner or later will be the Portion
of the Lafcivious; and to keep at a Diftance from a Sin
that draws {o many others after it, and, in a Word, cafts
its Slaves and Votaries into an Abyfs of Evils.

BUT though thefe, Ifay,arethe Confequencesof SELF -
PoLrLuTion; and that the avoiding the Praétice, and
repenting for the Sins thereof pafled, fhould be the utmoft
Care of every-one; there are yet fome People, fearlefs of
any Danger, and deaf to all Manner of Inftruétion, that
will run the Rifque of Health and Safety, how terriblzfo-
ever it may prove, rather than deny themfelves the Gra-
tification of thatdeteftable Pleafure: Butasoftentimes Ex-
ample, and the aétual Sufferings of others, have worked
uponand influenced fuch, when the beft Admonitionsthat
could be given them bave been ineffectual, I fhall clofe
this Chapter with inferting a few of the many Letters
which have been left at the Bookfeller’s for the Author of
ONANIA, by Perfons who have read the former Editions
of it, wherein (befides what they will find in the next
Chapter) they will fee what miferable Effelts that abomi-
nable Pratice hath had, both upon the Bodies and Minds
of the Writers of them : And asfome of the Letters men-
tioned were fent by Men of Years, it is very evident that
« natural Corruption isnot idle in any Age: Butofall Ages
- Youthis moft inceffantly and violently bent hereunto; fo
- thatit is to be accounteda fingular Mercy and Grace
for a young Perfon to pafs that Sealon of Life fochaftely,
as not to contraét fome fuch notable Blotto cleave to him,
as fhall be Matter of juft Shame and Humility aslong as he
lives, Sure lam, the Succels Satan hath had, in poifon-

ing
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ing the Youth of this City with the fordid and beaftly

Sinof SerLF-PorLuTioN,deferves tobe lamented (were
it pofiiblc) with Tears of Blood.

O BN T A o B R R ERYNSE |
Qhﬂ“a W HC "\.-; ,‘?l '.1.. 'L’ fou ;': AT ] ‘lt(’dg‘_%

I .-ha.-uffl-L--- -"-":\‘;'-‘Jz' x-r [EXLRY b’f-ia f\-""-’

o R, , Sept. 13, 1727

FOUGH I bhave not the Homour to be mgtmfnffrf

withyou, L bepc youwvill be moved to Gompajfion by the
fad Condition wherein I rrm._. and not rfﬁrf'r: to give me
thofe excellent Advices you alone are able to give.

ﬂ,} frequent Ufe of that abominable Praclice you [peak
againfl, w1 your judicious Book, bas orought upon me a Com-
pf:mrzm of Diftempers. Firfl, I am afflicted with a con-
Slan: {ernrriu:f:a_ﬁrmt e Efﬂmmﬂg of January laj? ;
then I bave been ferzed with wviolent Vapours, which di-
tract me quite during the Fit 5 and after it is overy, I
find myfelf fo very we n{' shat 1 cannot flir out of my Bed
for two or three Days together. I am now in my right
Senfes, and pray you inflantly to relieve me. If it be -in
the Power o/ Arty you may do ity I am convinced, and
you will oblige for ever,

: SIR-, Yours, &c.
P el R B R e NE

SER: Dublin, Dec. 31, 1727.

HAVE read a Book fublifbed by you, called ONa-
NIA, and would rather than Five hundred Pounds
1 had met with fo good a Difcourfe on that Subjeét feven
Years ago; for unf:ffrmd our Book I was not enough
convinced of the Sin, which f am fure is the Cafe of wery
many unfortunate young Men, aswell as me. As I bope,
by my fincere Repentance and Amendment, to obiain
. Forgivenefs
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Forgivenefs from God, fo I fhall alfo defire to repair what
I can the Damages I have dane to my Body by this detefla-
ble Vice. Your Book is fo honeftly worded, that I am con-
fident your phyfical Prefcriptions are not thofe of @ Quack;
but asit is bard to get them at this Diflance, to have them
without expofing my Sin to Somebody, I entreat you for my
own, aswell as the Good of Thoufands in this City, who I
am fure wonld ufe your Medicines, that you will, as foon
as poffible, [end fome over into the Hands of fame known
honeft Citizen bere, that People might not be impofed on,
and let it be advertifed in [ome of our News- Papers as foon
as they are arrived. If you think it toogreat @ Hazard
torun, fendthe fewer Parcels, till you have made a Trial:
If other People are as grateful as myfelf, vou cannot fail
of many other Letters on this Occafion. I am,

S IR,
Your moft humble Servant,

The afliCted ONAN.
SRR DD D RRRR PR RRRTR DR NR%T

To the Author of O NANIA.

« Warthy § I R, April the 25th, 1730.

i I HUMBLY hope you will be pleafed to let thisap-

proach your Prefence, that the Almighty God
will be pleafed to infpire your tender Heart to have Com-
paflion on a poor deluded and finful Fellow, in a difmal
Condition. Dear Sir, Iam a Perfon very much dejected,
under that moft heinous Sin of SELF-PoLLUuTION; it
was the Buying and Reading of your moft excellent Book
againftSErLF-PorruTron, and the Chriftian-like Spi-
rit wherewith it was penned, which gave me fome fe-
cret Hopes of your tender Compaffion in this difmal Cafe.
Sir, I believe it may be about five Years fince I firft took
to this evil Courfe, and did, for a confideral Time, fol-

low this Pra&ice two or three Times a Day, then once
E a
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a Day, and then two or three Times a Week, and if 1
tarried 2 Month it was the Outlide, then to this evil
Pra&ice again, twoor three Times in a Fortnight, which
made me fo weak, that fometimes I was fo faint I could
hardly go, which caufed violent Pains in my Head and
Back, but Head efpecially, and.great Heat in my Tefti-
cles, I prayed to Almighty God that he would be pleafed
to forgive me my Sins, and efpecially that heinous Sin
for which I am fo dejected. I have not left off this wick-
ed Prattice above three Months: I ufed to have Noc-
TURNAL PoLLuTioNs almoft every Night before I
left it off, and now fince I have them two or three T'imes a
Week. Ihave, at this Time, violent Painsin my Head,
and my Nofe is full of red Spots, and fometimes it is very
fore: I have likewife a Knob of Flefth rifen in my
Forehead, and now, at this prefent Writing, I have felt
Pains in my Breaft and Arms, which fo deje&s and cafts
me down, that Iam almoft unfit for any Bufines. When
I am told about the Breaking-out of my Face, which
fometimes I am, it forces me to fay it is the Heat of the
Fire, though fome will feign a Laughter, and fay I have
the Foul Diftemper, as if they faid it out of Game; but
God knows whether they did or no, for I do folemnly
declare, I never had carnally to do with any Woman,
and am Twenty-two Years old this Month, Sir, it is
impoflible for me to exprefs or write the Sorrow and
Trouble I am in. I humbly hope your great Goodnefs
will take Compaffion on my fad Misfortune, and that
you will havean Eye of Pity on me, and not let me pe-
rith under this violent Difeale, which, furely, will be
my Fate, if not fpeedily redrefled by fome charitable
Chriftian. Sir, Pray be not deaf to what I now write.
Pray, dear Sir, take into Confideration my Difcafe, and
iet me not perifh for Want of Help. Sir, If you pleafe,
I will call at the Bookfeller’s a Tuefday, and, if you will
condelcend to leave an Anfwer, I fhall with Joy and
T'bankfulnefs receive it, and ever, as in Duty bound,
pray for your eternal Happinefs.

«« ST R,
¢ Your Humble Servant.”’

To
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To that worthy GENTLEMAN the ingenious
AUTHOR of a learned Book, intituled,
ONANIA

Oxon, May 2, 1731.

The Humble Petition of an Affliéted ONAN,

Moft humbly fheweth,

HAT your Petitioner is a poor miferable unfortunate

Youth, of about nineteen Years of Age, that hath been
Jowicked greatly, though ignorantly, to abufe his Body by
that heinous Sin SELF-PoLLUTION, which hath [o ener-
vated his Strength, and weakened him in-all his Parts, that
be is afraid it willy in a fbort Time, reduce bim to bis ori-
ginal Duft, if not prevented by Phyfic. Now by Chance
meeting with your excellent Book, intituled, ONANIA,
and therein finding Advertifements of Medicines prepared
for this Difeafe, be, though a Stranger, being as in a weak,
[o at prefent in a mean Condition, moft humbly befeeches
you, for the Sake of our dear Lord and Saviour Fefus
Chrift, to truft himwith fuch Medicines as you think pro-
per, and as many as you think available for the Cure, if
cureable, of his Difeafe ; and he moft folemnly promifes,
that in fome Time, if he lives, he will pay you the utmoft for
them, but at prefent he is not in Circumflances to do 1t,

And your Petitioner, asin Duty bound,
will really ever pray, &,

IF you fhould be pleafed to grant me my Requeft, you
may direél for s 1o be left 5

PRAY, Sir, let me have an Anfwer.
E 2 SIR,

_—J
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&1 R,

HA’ VING feen your much-to-be-admired ONANIA,
gives me fome Hopes of Relief out of this my moft mi-
fe rrr&a’f Condition, who, through my own impetuous Inclina-
tions to indulge myfelf thevein, bave rendered myfelf of all
Men the unbappieft. Now, Sir, with Sorrow and Shame
1 acknowledge, that beretofore I bave often been guilty of
that unnatural Siny though not ence during thefe two Years

by pajt.

ABOUT aYear ago I kept a IWoman Company, wha,
receiving me whilft in her Menftrua, I believe, did me
Jfome Prejudice, [eeing the ncxt Day I perceived I had a
Jmall Gleet, which, whether it was occafioncd by my twa
ﬁ equent Ufe of ber before, or my untimely Ufes of her then,
{ know not, but ever fince my Gleet has continued, that is
to [ay, in the Morning before I woid my Urine, there is
ﬂfwa} s a little Mucus, or Seminal Matter, comes 3 Ib.:'rf
15 but little of it, and that thick and clear.

NOW, Siry, whether there be any Contagion or no, I
know not 5 but at prefent, and for thefe two Months by
pafty 1 am infupportably afflicted with Pains cver my
whole Body, but chiefly my Head, not like thofe in Vene-
ral Cafes, [eeing the Parts of Clnctutics are free from
Pain, What I am bereby to requeft of you Sir, is, you
will pleafe candidly to adw{ﬁ' mey if your Prefcriptions in
your excellent ONANIA can do any Service in this my
wretched Condition, and if not, whether you will pleafe
to undertake my Cure. Pleafe to direct your Anfwer for

y 1o be left at till called for. ..jr“:rf/::s
your Conveniency, would gladly wait on you when and
where you pleafe.

57 R
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&S IR,

¢ I READ over your Treatife of SELF-PoLLUTION,
much to my Satisfaction, and cannot but thank you

for it (though I am unknown to you) becaufe I am ve-
rily perfuaded it will, in a great Meafure, fupprefs that
odious and abominable Sin, which has hitherto been fre-
quently practifed, becaufe, out of a bafe Sort of Modetty,
it has not been fufficiently difcovered and expofed by the
Writers upon that Subject. . To my Knowledge, I can
aflure you, it has had a very good Fﬁluﬂ upon a young
Gentleman (that defired me to write this to you) who,
for feveral Years, followed this foul Praétice, though, in
other Relpedls, be was very fober and regular. He was
always obferved to be a conlcientious Youth, conftant
and devout in his Prayers, abhorred Drunkennefs and
Debauchery, and was fo extremely modeft, that he could
{carce look upon a Woman, but yet (as he himfelf con-
fefled to me) having but light Apprehenfions of the Guile
of this vile Sin, he fell into it, and oftentimes commit-
ted it without any Regret, By the frequent Practice of
this deteftable Sin, it is incredible to tell you how much
his intelletual Abilities, which were once very bright and
vigarous, are-weakened and decayed, and the Conftitu-
tion of his Body damaged and impaired. He has made a
Refolution, upon readlng rour Book, to leave it off in-
tirely, and to pray for the Aﬁﬁance of the Divine Grace,
that he may repent ﬁncerel}, and abftain from that exe-
crable Praétice for the Time to come ; and I hope by a
total Abftinence from it, by ufing fome Kind ofbwermes
which I have advifed, and by mortifying his Flefh by an
abftemious Courfe of Life, he may keep his Body under,
and make it obedient to the Motions of God’s holy Spirit.
1 with the fober Youth of the Nation, at leaft, would
ferioufly confider the heinous Guilt of this unnatural Vice
(as you have well opened it in your Book) and be afraid
of doing that in the Sight of God, which they would be
alhamed of beforea Child ; or, if the Love of Virtue and
Chaftity will not excite, let the Horrors of this Sin deter
them ;
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¢them ; let them refle&t upon the dreadful Confequences
of it, the weakening and deftroying of the Faculties both
of Body and Mind ; the Pangs, Tortures, and Rackings,
that attend it here, and thofe everlafting Burnings, and
unguenchable Fire, that will be its Punifhment hereafter,
when God fhall caft both Body and Soul into Hell, Sir,
I begof you to excufe this Liberty, and fhali ever continue

<« With all Affeciion,
¢ Your obliged (though unknown)
¢ Friend and Ssrwanr;

« § IR, If you think proper, you may publifh this in
your next Edition.”

IR E R

« § IR,

<c TD whom fhould the Afli&ed addrefs themfelves,
in T'ime of Aflliction, but to thofe that are capa-

ble to give them Relief 7 It is on this Account that [ have

taken the Encouragement to give you this Trouble.

«« ] VERY lately perufed your Treatife of ONANT A,
when as the former Part occalioned the greateft Degree of
Melancholy, fo did the Expe&tation of meeting with Re-
lief give me fome Refpite at the Conclufion thereof.

«« SI R, Iamoneof thofe unhappy Perfons that have
contraCted the abominable Cuftom of SELF-PoLLuU-
110N, in which I have been a very great Offender ; and,
though I have perufed your T'reatife, cannotform a rué,ht
Notion of my Cafe, which is as follows.

«« I CAME of very honeft Parents, and had a very
chafte and fober Education, and am now a Stranger to the
carnal Knowlege of a Woman: The Begmnmg of my
Misfortune, 1 doaffure you, waspurely accidental, and,
for fome Time, continued that abominable Praftice, with-
out confidering the offending God Almighty, or injuring

any
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anyone Perfon: Twas old enough to have known better,
being very chafte till the Age of twenty-two Years, fince
which the Heat of Luft has been fo great, that I have at
Times continued fo foul a Repetition of the Crime, being
now upwards of twenty-fix Years of Age. I am natu-
rally of a hot, dry Cﬂm{itution, though not very ftrong,
and am always beft in Health when I go toStool but once
in two Days, or fometimes longer. The Alterations I
have obferved in myfelf are as follow : I found none for
about a Year, when Iobferved a Declenfion of that Life
and Vigour I was before poflefled of, which I thes attri-
buted to fome other Caufe. For two Years following, at
Times (efpecially in Summer) I have been very weak in
my Hams, yet but a fmall Weaknefs in my Back, which
I then attributed to my extraordinary Application in my
Bufinefs, it being a continual A&ion ; I bad then at fome
Times a Pimple on my Privy Parts, but went away as on
any other Part of my Body. Abouta Year ago 1 firft
felt a great Remorfe for my Crime, and did then meet
with a great Di@appointment, a Friend of mine offering
me an agreeable Wife with a confiderable Fortune, which,
for the above Reafons, 1 was forced to decline. About
nine Months fince I was full of Pimples in my Face and
Thighs, and at Times have had fome little Weaknefs in
my Privy Parts. About three Months fince I had a
Swelling under my Right Arm, among the Glands, on
which Occafion I applied to a Surgeon of Reputation, who
laid a Cauftic on me, and in fourteen Days I was well, fo
that I knew not if it proceeded from the above Caufe, or
not, and I had not Aflurance enough toask him; butin
a Week after I found an inward Tremblingin my Nerves,
fometimes a ftupid Dulnefsin all Parts of my Body. When
this was abated, I have obferved my Privy Partsvery weak,
and the knd of my Foreskin a little tight, fore, and red,
which is feldom fo above two Daysat a T'ime ; at other
Times I have a great Weaknefs, and fome Pain in my
Back, which isvery often fhifting and varying from one
Part toanether. About 2a Monthago lapplied myfelf to
a certain College Phyfician, but concealed the thameful
Part of my Grief, and he prefcribed me fome Pills, which [
believe might beof Service tothe Nerves, but has not reach-
ed my Cafe: 1took them repeated for a Month, and have
neverthelefs been aflié&ted with the above Diforders, and

allo
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alflo a deaf Noife in my Head, which is ufual when I have
a Trembling on me: When the Trembling firft feized
me, Ihzad for a Week avery great Faintnefs, and finking
of my Spirits, for which taking fome Bitters twicea Day
they were removed. 'Thus, Sir, I have truly related my

Cafe, and wifh I had fooner perufed your Book, but hope
~ it will not be how unprofitable to me, therefore I humbly
beg and intreat you will do your Endeavour to afford me
Relief, Before I began this moft abominable Prattice 1
was always heathful, though notof the ftrongeft Confti-
tution, [ beg vou will form a right Judgment of my
Cafe, which of thefe Diforders proceeds from my Crime,
and beg, if you receive this Time enough, to give me
Leave to wait on you on Sunday Morning, for fear the
Time you appoint I fhould be obliged to omit, I humbly
ask i’ardon for being thus tirefome; but, fearing I fhould
not have Confidence enough to explain my Cafe to you,
has made me thus tedious.  Pleafe toleave a Direttion for
me at the Bookfeller’s, which I will call or fend for on
Sunday in the Evening. 1 am,

«“« § 7R,
Fune 8, 1731, ¢ Your unknown Scrvant

€< To command.

UPON my fending an Anfwer to the laft Letter tae
following came. |

« § IR,

¢ JT was with no other View that I defired a Confe-
rence with you, than that I thought you would not

elfe be fo fully acquainted with my Cafe. It is no fmall
Confolation, that you give me Hopes of Relief. 1 have
inclofed your Fee required, and earneftly entreat you to
give me your Advice and Opinion as fully and plainly as
you can. The Letter I wrote to you was above a Month
ago, but had not Refolution enough to fend it till now,
fince which Time I have had exaétly the fame S}'mpl:t‘n_ms,
aint-
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Faintnefs of Spirits, inward Trembling of the Nerves,
Palpitation of the Heart, dizzy Noife in the Head, and
wracking Pain in the Back: I likewife beg the Favour
that you will inform me how far the Fatigue of Bufi-
nefs has been prejudicial, or if it will obftruét my Relief,
for i would not withdraw myfelf from Bufinefs without
an abfolute Neceflity. Pleafe to tell me what Food chiefly
is hurtful, and if Smoaking be prejudicial : [ refer myfelf
-wholly to your Judgment and Dire&ion, hoping you will
enable me to better my Circumftance, that I may, to my
Defire, acknowledge myfelf (as I fhall be in Duty bound)
to be

June 12, 317314 ¢ Your Friend and Servant,
¢ Tg command.

¢« T WILL as pun&tually as poffible comply with your
Prefcriptions,”

S P T

S IR,

HA'JVENG met accidentally with your little Book, I
£ L found you had mentioned fome Cafes which bore a
near Refemblance to mine, which I fhall, without any more
Ceremony, communicate toyou. [Ibhave followed that abo-
minable Praétice for near two Years (which I beartily re-
pent ) and bave experienced the ill Effeéts of it onmy Spirits,
innat having my natural Reft fowell as ] ufed to have. In-
deed, the firft Time I apprebended myfelf injured, was
about this Time Twelvemonth, when, after a fbort Indifpo-
fion, which maji Pesple termed an intermitting Fever, I
* found myfelf want Sleep very much, but imputed it (as did
@ learned Phyfician I advifed with) tothe Remains of the
Fever, for which he prefcribed accordingly, but without
Succefs, which I do not wonder at: The particular Com-
plaints 1labour under at prefent are Want of Sleep, great
Flufhing in my Face, Palpitation of Heart, Lowne[s of
Spirits, pale Urine, troublefome Dreams, and now and then

F (though
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(though [eldom) involuntary nocturnal Emiffions. I have a
wvery good Stomach, no Manner of Pain about me, neither
do 1 fall away the leaft in my Flefb.  About two Months
ago I went into the Cold Bath, though without any Pre-
paration, and found but little Benefit by it. Ever fince my
laft lllnefs I have bad an odd Jweating in my Nofe, though
without any Pain or Swelling. Being very well pleafed
with what you have faid on this Subjest, I have now ap-
plied myfelf to youin Hopes of a Cure, and iszfﬁg direlted
to the proper Medicines for it, without having my Cafe
ever known to any other Perfon befides.

I HAVE ordered a Perfon to come for your Anfwer on
Saturday Evening, which ysu may direét for y tobe
left at the fame Place where I [end this. I bhave no Man-
ner of Gleet upon me. My Mouth is apt to be very dry when
lawake in the Morning. 1 am, |

SIE,

Yours, &7,

o R, Londun, Fune 25, 1732:

LATELY lighted on a Piece, intituled, ONaANTIA,

which I perufed with much Care. It is impofiible to
exprefs to you the various Paffions with which I am affec-
ted upon reading it. The Serioufnefsand Judgment which
runs through the whole of that Performance, gave me no
imall Opinion of the Author. This has encouraged me
to make Application to you. My Cafe is certainly bad
enough, and has fomething peculiar init; but, thanked
be God, I hopeitis nothing nigh fo deplorable as fome of
thofe you have mentioned in your Book. It is not my
Defign to lay before you the whole Affair in a Letter;
my earneft Defireis, that you will let me know, by Mr.
Corbett, when and where I may be allowed to wait upon
you, and that as foon as you can. I fhall call upon Mr.
Corbett again To-morrow Morning, being impatient of

your
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your Anfwer: I requeft that you would, in this Matter,
beasprivateasyou can. 1am

Your very Humble Servant,

To the Authorof ONAN I A.

« § IR, May 1, 1732.
£t I A M one of thofe unhappy young Men who have a-
bufed themfelves by SELF-PoLruTIioN. To be
brief with you, my Cafe is thus: About my fixteenth
Year it was 1 firft defiled myfelf, without any Perfon
fhewing me, and have followed it fucceflively till about
three Weeks ago, being now fomethingabove twenty : I
fhould not have left it off, had it not been by Accident.
About the Time mentioned I happened to be at a Publick
Houfe, and the London Ffournal being on the Table, I
chanced to read the Advertifement of your ONANIA,
Jwelfth Edition, and being ignorant of the right Mean-
ing, lasked aFriend what it meant, whoexplained it to
me ; which fo terrified me, that I vowed I never would do
the like any more; and could not be fatisfied till I had
bought your excellent Book, and in the reading it over I
found feveral Paflages which touches my Condition, which
15, | often have a Pain acrofs the Small of my Dack ; my
Brain is as tho’ ftupified, and I have not a clear T'hought ;
my Memory is extraordinary bad, which it was not ufed
to be ; and it often hath produced fuch Seminal Emiflions
in the Night, but notexcefiive ; a Weaknefs in the Penis,
and Lofs of Eretion, and the Squirt which drives out the
Water is not near {o ftrong as ufed to be: 1 am troubled
both in Body and Mind, and do defire alittle of your Ad-
vice, If you will be pleafed to lct me have any Thing, I
will defire this Bearer to call on the Bookfeller on /#%d-
nefday next, and you fhall have the hearty Prayersof the
dejeéted ONAN,”

| N To
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Po the AUTHOR of the*Boox cilled
ONANIA

g I Wednelday, June 20, 17132,
APPENING to read your little Book of ONANI A,

. which I heartily wifh 1 had perufed [even Years ago,
would have prevented that fhameful Pratice, and detejtia-
ble Sin, I bhave for fo long been guilty of, being ignorant of
the Heinoufnefs of the Crime, and the ill Confequence that
now attends it, but hope, through God’s Mercy, and your
Alffiftance, to find Relief in this my unbhappy Circumfiance.,
Sir, My Cafe is as follows : When Imake Water, as [oon
as I have done there comes a white, thin, flimy Matter,
which ufed to come fometimes once in a Month, fometimes
longer, [ometimes once in a Fortnight, and now fometimes
twice or thrice a Week, and more of it than ufual, which
now [imagine came by that curfed Practice of SELF-PoL-
LUTION. [amnewmore thantwenty fiveYears of Age,
and nevery, qs I fhall anfwer to Almighty God, carnally
knew any Woman, fothat I am fatisfied it could not come
that Way; and believe, if I bad not read your Book, [
fhould fooner have perifbed than made my Cafe knston to any
Man living. [ have now wandering Pains, fometimes in
the Small of my Back, then in my Breaff at Times, but
generally in my Legs and Thighs, which feems hot, ard
makes me very uneafy, and unfit for Bufinefs, and dull to
that Degree, that Iam ready to fleep as I fland: This
Alteration bath been within this Month, except 1he Run-
ning, which comes fometimes immediately after making IWa-
ter upon Stool; fo if you can affiff me with any Medicines
that may be proper for my Cafe without Confinement, being
in a Houfe where none but Men are, and no Women to
ds any Thing, and for the World I would not tell my Cafe
to Any-body. If you pleafe to leave any Thing for me at
the Bookfeller’s, I fball fend on Saturday Night for your An-
Jwery and the Perfon fhall bring Money that comes for it,
if you pleafe to leave Word with the Bookfeller how much
you muft bave, I fbould not emit to inform you, that I have
very
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gery often NoCTURNAL POLLUTIONS in my Sleep,
Jfometimes twice in a Night,

Direé for Yours, &e.
To the Author of O N ANIA.

« § TR, Fune gy 1732.
6¢ PON reading your Book I find many Cafes appli-
cable to my own, 1 having for fome Years paft
practifed that Sin you treat of, but have-left it off about
three Months ; neverthelefs, 1find it has left a very great
Weaknefsin my Reins; If I ufeany Exercife, efpecially
after Riding hard, I have a Weaknefs for a Day or two
acrofs the Small of my Back: 1likewifle have of a Morn-
ing, when 1 firft wake, a Pain in my Head, but in a
Quarter of an Hour that goes off : | am airaid it has brought
meinto a Confumption, for Iam very thin, and I fpitup
a great deal of hard Stwuff, which fometimes fticks in my
T hroat, and it is with Difficulty that I get it up. Ide-
fire you would confider my Cafe, and if you think it ne-
ceflary that I {hould take any Medicines, if you will leave
them at the Bookfeller’s, direéted to me as 1 fubfcribe
myfelf, 1 will order a Friend to call for them, and pay
whatis neceffary. 1fhould be obliged to you, if you will
leave a Lineor two, with Diretions how to take the
Things, and how long 1 need take them ; and what Be-
nefit I (hall find by them ; and how long firft; and whe-
ther you think you can cure me or not, by the Defcrip-
tion I give of myfelf above. I am,

i« & R_,
“« An Afflicted ON A N,

¢ And your Humble Servant,
e A 4
« MY
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¢« MY Friend will call on /7ednefday or Thur[day for
your Anfwer, and the Things. I defire you will let me
know (if I muft take the Strengthening Tincture) whether
old rich Mountain and Cypre/s Wine will not do as well
as Malmfey, or Red Part,

5E Yours,

e E. T,

IT would be needlefs to take Notice of the many Let-
ters 1 have by me to the fame Purpofe ; I fhall therefore
end this Chapter with only obferving to my Readers, that
while I was writing thisan In{tance affords me of a young
Man, that, through yielding to the Luft of Concupifcence,
hath plunged himfelf into fuch dreadful T'emptations, and
confuming bodily Miferies, that he moves about likca Sha-
dow, and pines away under the Malignity of his Lufts In-
fluences, to the Pity and Griefof them that behold him.

L H AR,
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Spiritual and Phyfical Advice to thofe
who have injured themfelves by the
filthy and abominable Praétice of
SELF-POLLUTION.

7 -. the foregoing Chapter it hasbeen proved,
g that the Hurt which either Sex may receive
| from SELF-PoLLuTI1ON is corporal as
. ;f 7 wellas fpiritual : Butbecaufe Every-bedy,
-ii- iJ% who but once has committed this Fa&, has,
® &+=0% in agrievous Manner, offended God, and
wronged his Soul, and many of ftrong Conftitutions may,
for fome T'ime, have been guilty of thisSin, withoutany
confiderable, or at leaft perceptible, Harm to their Bodies,
yet how to redrefs the fpiritual Injury received fhall be our
firft and chiefeft Care. There is no Chriftian who can be
ignorant, that no Pardon can be obtained for this, as well
as other Sins, without Repentance in general : But many
are apt to deceive themfelves concerning the Nature of Re-
pentance, as not well knowing in what it confifts; where-
fore it is requifite I thould fay fomething of the Matter
after which this Duty ought to be performed, aswell as
the Neceflity of it.

T HE firft Branch of Repentance, and the firft Duty
of the Polluted, isaSorrow for what they have done;; after

this, it is very neceflary that the Sinner fhould examine
himfelf,
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himfelf, to know what Principle it arifes from  for, if his
Sorrow only proceeds from any ¢ rporal Afﬂlt?cmn, which
this Sin already has brought t upon him, or the Fear that it
may do fo in Time to coine, it is not faving, unlefs the
Sinner makes a further Progreis, and improves the Al-
mighty’s Chaftifements, to h‘ ~__u.t in him an unfeigned Ab-
horrence of his paft Tranfgreiiions ¢ Wherefore, the prin-
_cipal Caufe of his Grief muft be the Greatnefs of the Sin
itfelf, and the wotul E(tate whereunto it brings Men, in
relation to (God and theirown Salvation ; for it is certain,
that no Repentance is acceptable in the Sight of God,
that does not arile from {uch Meditations as thefe.

NEITHER is it fufficient to be fomewhat grieved
and alhamed ; but this Grief muft be affe@ing, fuch as
enters deep, and pierces the very Heart, filling it with
Sadnefs and Remorfe, Deteftation and Fear; or if it be
not fuch at the beginuing, it muft be fuch at length : This
is, above all others, the one infallible Mark of a hearty
Sorrow, and hincere Repentance ; that the Sinner finds no
lenger any Pleafure or Satisfaction in the T hings he had
fnrm;.rl}r dLIJght:d in, but feeks to withdraw, and get out
of the Way of them, ‘and finds more Comfort in bis Sad-
nefs and Tears for thf:m: Sometimes thofe that have re-
nounced this and other Sins of Uncleannefs, have turned
afide another Way, and betaken themfelves to Pleafures of
another Nature: But fo Jong as they retain an Affection for
worldly Pleafures and Joys, of whatfoever Kind, this is
a certain Sign of their not being touched with a true Re-
pentance,

BUT, above all, Care muft be taken that this Grief
be laﬂing for Mens Sorrow is oftentimes but light at the
Beginning of their Converfion, as will eafily be apprehend-
ed, if webutcall to Mind thdt there are two Sorts of Sinss
Some there are for which a Man is apt to have an extreme
Concern as foon as ever he has committed themy and
they are fuch as he is not betrayed into by his own In-
clination, nor can take Delight in. Thus, when one has
committed Murder, or fpoke Blafphemy, he will, perhaps,
be immediately {truck with the Horror of his Crime, and
a ftinging Remorfe by Reafon of it. But it is quite
otherwife with thofe Sins into which Men are drawn by

Pleafure,
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Pleafure, and which gratify their Inclinations, and efpe-
cially when they are become habitual. ‘Though they take
up a Refolution of quitting thefe, they do nor at firft look
upon them with the Averfion due to them; they could yet
pleafe themfelves with them, and it is not without doing
Violence to themfelves, and refifting their own Inclina-
tions, they gid rid of them: So that their Diflike of thefe
Sorts of Sins is but fmall at firft, the Fire of Luft not be-
ing yet wholly extinct., But the chief Commendation of
it is, that it is lafting: And this is what they ought to have
an efpecial Regard to, the Caufe of moft Men’s Failings,
in thele Attempts, being, thatin Time the Senfe of their
Crime abates, and at laft wears quite away.

T HE Repentance of thofe who are polluted by this
Sin, or any other Sort of Uncleannefs, thould remain with
them to their Life’s End. T hefeare not Sinswhich a Man
can forget, and the Memory of them ought to be always
freth, that the Penitent may truly fay with Dawid, My
Sins are ever before me : Not only the Time that has paft
fince the Commiflion of it, but even the Amendment of
Life does not take away the Senfe of {o great a Fauit, but,
on the contrary, he becomes moreand more fenfible of it.
Liven this Thought, that the Sinner has had the Happinels
to obtain the Pardon of his Guilt, will render the Re~
membrance of it the more bitter, and the greater Progrefs
he makes in Holinefs, the more abominable will his Wick-
ednefs appear. T he greater Experience he has had of God’s
(Goodnefs, the more he will accufe and loath himfelf; and
the more Hope he has of Salvation through God’s Good-
nefs, the more will he be affected with the Danger of be-
ing excluded from it to which he had expofed himfelf,

ANOTHER great Duty that belongs to Repentance
is Converfion and Amendment: The Guilty muft forfake
their Sin, and continue no longer in it. W hen our Blef-
fed Saviour pardoned the Woman taken in Adultery, he
faid to her, Go, and fin nomore. The Crime muft there-
- fore be totally renounced; and they which do not this,
but relapfe into it, have notrepented of it. Every A&,
and every Repetition of their Sin, is an Aggravation of
both their Guilt and Punifhment.

G BUT
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BUT this is but the Beginning of Converfion ; and
this firft Step will be to no Purpofe, if the Offenders ftop
here: It is not enough to renounce their Crime, without
renouncing likewife all the Approaches to it : All the
feveral Species of Impurity, and all the Defilements of
Body or Mind ; all lewd Aétions, wanton Glances, im-
pure T houghts and Defires, together with fuch Familiari-
ties as expole to T'emptations; all oblcene Difcourfe, or
Expreflions, and the like, whichare contrary to Chaftity,
muft be intirely laid afide. It is true, this Renunciation
may appear difficult at firft, and will occafion no fmall
‘L'rouble to thofe that have contraéted a vicious Habit of
giving them(elves up to all Sorts of Paffions.  But People
muit couragioudly refolve to overcome themfelves, it being
far better to deny themfelves in thofe T'hings, and to crofs
their own Inclination for a Time, than by purfuing them
to perith eternally. Jt is profitable that one of their Mem-
bers fhould perifb, and not that their whole Body fhould be
caft into Hell.  St. Matthew, Chap. xvi. ver. 2q.

THERE are two Reafons why it is neceflary to re-
nounce all thefe Species of Impurity - Firft, becaufe they
will be apt to make Men fall again into the Crime; and
then, becaule a true Repentance is inconfiftent with De-
filement. The Soul is not changed whilit itis not pure,
but preferves a Kindnefs for thofe filthy and fhameful
Pafions. In a Word, wherefoever there is any Love
of Sin, there is no true Reformation.

IT fuffices not barely to fly Impurity, but they like-
wife muft thew forth their Repentance by a Life of Mor-
tification ; and if it be a general Doétrine among Chri-
ftians, not to take Care of the Flefh, but to mortify the
Body, and to keep itunder, and bring it into Subjettion,
none have more Reafon for the Oblervance of thefe In-
junctions, than thofle whom the Paflions of the Fleth have
drawn.into Sin, A Love of Pleafures, and compliance with
the Flefh, are no-where more highly blameable than in
fuchas are guilty of Impurity: And it muft alfo be grant-
ed, that when any one is touched with a lively Senfe of this
Crime, he goes on no longer in queft of his vain Delights,
he is net then tn a Condition to rejoice and pleafe him-

{elf,
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felf, but places his Confolation rather in the Exercifes of
Repentance: Diverfions, and frivilous Entertainments,
reading vain Authors, Drefling, and the Care of the Body ;
all thele make but vain Impreflions upon him. And, on
the contrary, when thofe that have been impure and diffo-
lute, and who have left off to fin as they have grown into
Years, do not mortify themfelves, when they love their
Eafe, and make it their Study to obtain the Pleafures and
Advantages of Life, pafling their Time in ldlenefs, orat
Play, and fetting their Minds upon Dainties, and fump-
tucus Entertainments; moft certainly thefe are yet in a
State of Impenitence, and have never been truly fenfible
of their Fault, nor duly fet themfelves to make Amends
for it.

T HE Sincerity of Converfation muft nct only appear in
the T hings which have Relation to Impurity, butin the
whole Courfe of their Cooverfation, So great a Fall
fhould render a Man wife, pious and circum{pect, in all
"I"hings ; all that is in him is to become new: He would
take Occafion from every Thing to fhew his Repentance,
to difcharge his Duty towards (3od, to edify his Neighbour,
and to purify bimfelf more and more. He ought with the
greateft Exatnefs and Sincerity to practife the Duties of
Religion, to give himfelf to Meditation and Prayer, and
to be conftant in holy Exercifes, cafting himfelf, as St.
Auflin advifes, upon God, who will not withdraw him-
felf from him, or leave him to fall, but will help him if
he relies upon, and puts Confidence in, him: There are
only two Things required of him; one that he would
firmly refolve to make the Glory of God, and his own
Salvation, his chief End, regarding nothing in Comparifon
with it; and the other, not to truft in his own Strength
or Prudence, but in the Omnipotence and infinite Love
of God. He ought likewife to do all the Works he thall
be able, andefpecially to employ his Goods to the Ufes of
Piety and Charity, following the Counfel of the Prophet
Daniel, Redeeming their Sins by Alms, and their Inigui~
ties by fhewing Mercy to the Poor.

HAPPY are the Guilty who difcharge thefe Duties
aright, who, with the finful Woman in St, Lufe’s Golpel,

weep bitterly for their Faults, who have renounced and
G 2 forfaken
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forfaken them, and altogether converted themfelves: Their
Sins though great fhall be forgiven them. T hele are by no
Means to be defpifed ; for there is a great deal of Love due
to all Sinners, but more efpecially to fuch as forfake their
Wickednefs, and caufe oy in Heaven by their Return.

BUT he that allows himfelf in any known Sin is a
wicked Man, and he that teaches, or any otherways en-
courages another to commit a bln, as is too cuﬁmm’lrnh
donein the Practice of SELF-PoLLuTION, is likewile
a wicked Man; for he is Partner with him in that Sin
which he tempts him to, and confequently, without fin-
cere Repentance, muft expeét to fhare with him in the
Punifhment ; and no wicked Man hath any Portion n
the Kingdom of Heaven.

As the greateft Part of the Advice I have hitherts given
may be applied to all who are guilty of any Sort ot Im-
purity, as well asSELF-PorLuTIioN, Ifball now im-
part to the Reader what others have arlwf:.d concerning
this Sin itielf, as it relates to young Men in particular :
For, though there are many of both Sexes, and different
Ages, who defile them{clves this Way, the Prattice of it
is not among others fo general as it is among young Lads
and School-boys, where it was the Opinion of a witty
Libertine, that it would (which God forbid) continue as
long as the World endures. W hat I fhall here tranfcribe
is the moft material Subftance of Three Letters, among
others, mentioned in a phyfical and'chirurgical T'reatiie,
fent to the Author for Advice by three feveral young Men,
who had each injured themfelves by this PoLLuTI0N,
to which I fhall add the chief Part of three more, recom-
mended by the Preface inferted in the foregoing Chapter,
It willbe eafy tojudge from them the Horror the Writers
of them were in, and that the three latter efpecially were
addrefled toa great Offender this Way, who became peni-
tent, made Confeffion of his Sin, and defired the Opinion
and Counfel of the feveral Divines that wrote them. The
Arftisone from the aforefad phyfical Author, as follows.

Obferving
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Obferving particularly what you fay in your
Book concerning Gleets, Ithought fit towrite
to you the enfuing Lines.

6 IT may not avail much to tell you, that I wasborn of
pious Parents, and religioufly educated, and yet when
between fifteen and fixteen Years of Age, by evil Compa-
nions, I learned the vicious Praétice of SELF-PoLLu-
TION, and that at laft I ufed it very frequently, in lefs
than an Hour’s Time, in one Day, more than eight Times
(O abominable Sin againft God, and Abufe of my poor
Body!) and at lenfjth I became one of thofe whole Eyes
were full of Adultery, and could not ceale from Sin. I
burnt in Luft for a leng Time, Dayand Night, after a
Woman [ knew not hr}w to enjoy, which truly was {tirred
up by a new-married Couple, that lived in the Houfe, and
were often wanton and foolifh in my Prefence. 1 have not
growneither in Strength orStature fince | wasabout feven-
teen. If{uppofe, by my Cruelty to myfelf, 1 crufhed my
before- flourifhing Nature. 1 became fenfible of my Error
and humbled my Soul before God between feventeen and
eighteen; but 1 had hard Work to conquer my ftrong
Lufts; and as a Meansin order thereto, I drank nothing
but Water, or Milk and Water, for about half a Year.
About twenty I wasa Woer, and verily a chafte Lover;
but our Parents not agreeing, it broke off, which [ have
now Reafon to repent; for, after this, I lived inan Houfe
with feveral young Gentlewomen, where we were daily
very familiar, and thereby my whole Defire was ftirred up,
which frequently occaitoned athin Seminal Matter to flow
from me, and alfo many hurtful Dreams; and, by Means
of my Houfe-mates, I got an intimate Acquainrance with
a young married Gemlewoman; and now [ am come to
the Time which brought the Diforders upon me, which I
will recountas briefas Ican. A few Days after we had been
dancing at the faid Gentlewoman’s Houfe, the came where
I dwelr, and addrefled herfelf to me (the reft of the Com-
pany hemg engaged below) to {hew her the upper Rooms,
and, in fine, went into my Lodging-chamber before me,
having
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having firft, at the Stairs-head, turned herfelf, and in-
quired of me whofc Room it was? She behaved herfelf at
2 Rate fomewhat furprizing to me; but I aflure you, I
had, at that Time, {uchan Aweupon me, thatldid not
fo much as falute her, tho’ not long after [ found ftrange
Workings in my Mind concerning her; and, in fhorr,
my Luft was inflamed to that Degree, that 1 could not
tell what to do with myfelf. 1 praxed and ftrove zgainft
1:, and had Horror upon my Confcience becaufe c}l':t and
, fuch was the Heat within, that 1 was overcome to
uﬁ: SELF-PuLLUTmH ; and it was the more heinous,
in that it was juftafter I came from my Clofet in the Morn-
ing. True, I'wasallured to it, by imagining it might
quench the Fire; but, alas! inftead of that it blew it into
a Flume, for I went to the fame Work twice afterwards
in the fame Day, and this brought a Gleet upon me; yet
my Fire burnt many Times; and what with that, and
the Grief of Soul that [ thould be fo vile, and fometimes
the Fear of Hell fire, 1 often trembled all over, and felta
burning Heat in my Breaft, and the Side | lay upon was
as it were benumbed, as though the Blood was ftagnated.
Iwent to an eminent Phyfician, and made known to him
the Subftance of what I here acquaint youwith, who told
me, be had many in the like Cafe, and did not queftion
but the Medicines he ordercd me, with cold bathing twice
a Week, would cure me; withal adding, that it was his
Opmmn, I thould get a Wife as foon as pufhhlt. I have
now taken what the DoGor prefcribed, and bathed eight or
nine Times, and fince then, by courtinga young Gentle-
woman, my Gleet rerurned upon me, that I have notbeen
able of late to/beiin her Company long, - infomuch, that I
have fully refolved to leave her, and am ready to b]dﬂ'lﬂ the
Do&or that he had notadvifed me firft to have endeavoured
to reftore my Health, before I thought of Matrimony :
and, in fhnrt [ fear (as I told him ) unlefs T can have my
Reins, (g ﬂr&ngthemd I fhall never be fit for the Mar-
riage Bed, and how tolive intheFirelcannot tell: Ah!
how often have I thought of the Apoftle’s Words, /¢ is
better to marry than to burn ? And yet 1 have not been
able to do it; therefore I write to you my Cafe, obferving
that I have bathed three Times fince, and after 1 plunged
I-tarried about 2 Minute in the Water, above my Geni-
tals, My Gleet is now but fmall, the Parts feeble, “a:s
: allo
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alfo theSmall of my Back, and am weaker and weaksr in
thofe Parts, and have been growing fo more than thefe
two Years; and fuch hath been my Wickednefs, that the
very looking on an amorous Obje&, yea, only playing
with a Child, hath encreafed my Gleetr, and affected me
with an almoft continual Making of Water; and my
Spirits are languid to a great Degree, my Loins are weak,
and as my Bufinefs is ftudying, at Seafons my Brain feems
weak, and as it were numbed, fo that I cannot have a
clear Thought, 1 am fure I may be juftly ranked, for
my vicious Pratice, with thofe mentioned in many Pages
of your Book.” Thus he goes on, refleéting on him-
felf, and enumerating his Compluints, and telling the
Author, that having confefled to him his Wickednefs, and
acquainted him with his Conftitution, &¢. he defired his
Advice, telling him at the Conclufion, that he never car-
nally knew any Woman, or defiled himfelf otherwife,
thanby SELF-PoLLUTION, as he expeftedtoanfwer the
Truth of it at the great Day; and that none knows the
Horror he had been in from Time to T ime, for that hisvile
Praétice; and that till then, according to his fober Educa-
tion aforementioned, he had been chafte in T hought and
Look, and had experienced Comfort in Religion.

R et e e o ) e

The Subftance of another Letter from another
Patient to the fame Author, is this,

/

S I'R,

]BOUGH‘TJ-mr Book, and, in reading it over, I find
feveral in the Cafe as myfelf am now in, which gives
me fome Encouragement towrite to you, for had Inot feen
your Book, I fbould have rather died under my Hinefs, than
bave [poke to any ene about it ; but hoping you will not be
sworfe tome than to others you have had in Cure, efpecially

when you bear me relate my Misfortunes, 1fhall tell %;’u -
at
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That about frue Years ago, when I went to School, I and
three or four more, on a Holiday, went a Bird catching;
awben we were far down, one of our Companions, who was
about iwenty Years of Age, the reft of us rot being above
Sifteen, asked us, IWhether we ever faw the Seed of Man ?
We replied, Wenever did.  He teld us, if we would reach
him a Leaf of a Cabbage he would fhew us, which he did
bySELF-PorLLuTion ; and which, though it fired my In-
clination, yet I attempted it not till a Year after, and then
Ifﬁffa'zuatf it for about iwo Years and an Half; but, before
{ had follswed it for about two Years, fad Thoughts came
into my Mind, which brought me under a Senfe of this my
beinous Sin, which 1 had committed before God, whe might
juftly bave punifbed me te all Eternity y and rbaﬂgfg I firived
to get the Maflery of it, yet the ﬂﬁﬁ; prevailed, ond 1 fin-
ned 5 but at laft Imade a H."mm? 0w neyer to commit the like
Sin more, which, thank Gud, I have bitherto kept, and,
with the Help of God, [will never commit the like again.
About twe Monihs nﬁfr 1 bad left 1t off, Ihad NocT UR-
NALPovrruTions aling? every Night in my Sieep, &c.
Here he alfo goes on with his (..umpuunb bewailing his
dep]oralm. Lc.,nditmn and cautioning other young Men of
falling into thefame Dilemma; but hoped that the Author
would rather pity him, than give him up to the Pupifh-
ment he delerved, fince he did it ignorantly,
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The Third Letter from another Patient to the
fame Author 15 as follows,

SIR,

HPOGR diflreffed Jamﬁ}, amsug the many unhappy,
ah ! too dcfervodly unhappy Potaries of Venus, or
rather of Hell and Ruin, fmma‘lﬁfy makes bold to vifit you
with a Line of bis Cafe. 1t is my fad, and I fear irre-
trievable Misfortune, though [prury of hsnefl and religions

Parents,
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Parents, to fallinto the Company of a fifthy decoying Mif-
creant, my School-fellow, who did not fhame to perpetrate
before me that deteftable and pernicious, unnatural and abo-
minable Crimeof SELF-PoLLUTION 3 which fatal Ex-
ample flirring up my youthful Flame and innate Corruption,
by which, together undoubtedly with the impetuous Sollicita-
tions a;"a wily Devil, 1 d{/ﬁwrafe{v adventured upon that
wqﬁe!Cur:egﬂy, and at once forfeited my Innocency, wound-
ed my Confcience, and enervated my Strength. But that
which puts a greater Accent upon my Mifery and Guilt is,
that upon the Review and ruminating on my paft fullome
Sweets and Delights conceived in that Sin, a Sin, alas!
of which I did not confider the fad Event, being hurried
on by a beadflrong Paffion, committed it over and over ;
and though Confcience, upon each Relapfe, fell upon me
with the Fury of a Lion, yet Vice got the Rein, and down 1
quent 3 and now 1 have laboured twao Years under a Go-
norrheea, which I was afhamed to difcover to any one;
but lighting upon your Book I was encouraged to communi-
cate my Cafe to you, hoping you will lend a poor defpond-
ing Wretch fome kind Relief, &c.

The following Three Letters are thofe recom-
mended by the Preface, as mentioned in
Page 18, aforegoing.

The firft is an Anfwer, as defired, concerning
the Sin of O N A N.

SRR

S to the Bufinefs of ONaAN, my Opinion is the [ame
with theirs, that think the Lewdnefsof the Faél was
compofed of Luft and Murder ; the firjt appears in that he
went rafbly upon it, It feems he flaid not till Night for the
Time of Privacy for fuch a Purpofe, elfe the Bed might have
beennamed aswell asthe Ground: The fecond is the Honour
of his dead Brother, and IﬁfIr:Ieﬁra would not be Father of

any
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any Child that fhould be reported his, and not bis own: Ths
third is, that there is a Seminal vital Virtue, which pe-
rifheth if the Seed be [pilt; and to da this, to hinder the
begetting of a living Child (as be did at the very Time when
fhe was in full Expeétation of being embraced by him) in di=
refling it-another Way, andnot inits proper Place, is the
firft Degree of Murder that canbe committed y and the neat
unto 1t is, the marring Conception when it is made, and
caufing of Abortion. Now fuch Aéts are noted inthe Scrip-
ture as horrible Crimes, becaufe otherwife many might com-
mit them, and not know the Evil of them. It is conceived
that bis Brother kry before, was bis Brother in Evil thus
far; that both of them fatisfied their Senfuality againfi the
Order of Nature, and therefore the Lord cut them off both
alike, with fudden Vengeance 5 which may be for thederror
?‘ thofe who, in the Neglect of Marriage, live in fecret

mpurity with themfelves; and to thofe who in Marviage
will fatisfy their Luft, but binder the Prodult of Children,
which is the Ufe of the conjugal Effate, but not for the mers
gratifying the Concupifcence.
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The next 1s a Letter of Advice from another
of the Divines,

« § IR,

o THOU GH I anvaStranger to your Perfon, yet you
have mademe not to be a Stranger to yourSoul,

which indeed Ifind to be deplorable enough; and there is no
Sorrow greatenough for it, except fuch Sorrow as drives
you from God : Exigit autem ille dolor plufguam lex ulla
dolori conceffit.  Let your Anger be infinite againft your
Sin 3 watch againft it with all the Caution that is ima-
ginable; and now that your State is fuch, that you can
fcarce fin any more in that Inftance where your Evil lies,
fhew Zeal and Indignation againft yourfelf, and judge
yourfelf feverely for what is paft, and while you live
never to be reconciled to yourfelf, but pray for Pardon
per-
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perpetually 5 but then be fure to hope for it humbly, or
elfe you can never pray for it acceprably.

¢¢ DO not think a few Tears, or fomefthort Penances,
are enough in your Cafe; take no Meafures but even all
you can, and give yourfelf up to a very holy Life, and
remember that your Sin is too great for any Thing but
God’s Mercy; this indeed is infinite, and muft needs
infinitely exceed your Burden and Calamity, Sir, your
Sins have been carnal, take heed you do notadd Defpair;
for it is a fpiritual Evil, ten thoufand Times worfe than
the others: They dithonoured your own Body, but this
dithonours God, and fpeaksreproachfully of him. Once
more, begin a true Repentance, and finifh it, and be
afraid to provoke God any more, for there is a Time in
which God will be no more intreated ; the oftner any
Man breaks his Vows of Repentance, the nearer he i1s
to that State. 1f God gives you Life and Grace of
Amendment and Repentance, it is certain you are not
yet fallen into that State ; but I pray tempt God no more,
your Soul is too precious a Concern to be put fo often
to the Venture. Sir, you have only fpoke to me in ge-
neral, and I have given you a proportionzble Anfwer;
if in any particular Queftion you defire to be refolved, I
will decline no Trouble you fhall require of me, nor
think it any if I may do Comfert, and give Inftruétion,
to your Soul. Pray God blefs and fan&tify your peni-
tential Sorrow to you ; make it fincere, and increafe it
to an excellent and perfet Repentance. Remember, that
all the Pains and Care which Repentance can put you to
in this World, are not half fo bad as one Minute of the
eternal Pains of Hell,
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The other Letter from the fame Divine bas this.

T

< NO doubt but you have committed a grievous Sin,
and the more becaufe you did it knowingly, fre-
quently, with Deliberation, with Delight, and againft
many Refolutions (as I perceive)tothecontrary;andthere-
foreitis but neceflary you thould lay it to Heart, and look
upon yourfelfas an inordinate Lover of carnal Pleafure, as
one-that hath defiled ycur own Body, and, in fome Sort,
ftained your Baptifm, offended the Spirit, unhallowed and
defecrated its 'Temple, and that deferves to be deftroyed,
Miftake me not, 1 do not equal your Sin with that of For-
nication, concerning which the Apoftle fpeaks thefe dread-
ful Things; but I fay, in fome Sort, in a lefler Degree,
you have incurred that Guilt by fornicating with yourfelf,
and that after you were better inftructed, and had purpofed
Amendment; and yet all this doth not make your Crime
unpardonable, but only more difficult to cure. Sins of
Deliberation, often repeated againft Vows, and with De-
light, are verydangerous; but the Danger confifts in this,
that they are hard to be forfaken, becaufe of an h:bitual
Pleafure in them. You will agree, I fuppofe, to the
Doé&rine following, which I take to be infallible :

«¢ 1. THAT there is no Pardon to be hoped for with-
out Repentance.

s¢ 2.. THAT Repentance is forfaking the Sin totally.,
¢ 2, THAT it is abandoning of all Sin whatfoever.
¢ 4. THA'T though this forfaking of Sin does not make

us clean astowhatispaft, yet it hasa Promife of Mercy
and
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and Forgivenefs annexed to it, which we cannot fail of.
X Fohni. 7. If we walk inthe Light as be is in the Light,

we have Fe,:'fawjb: one with fmar.";er, and the Bt’aﬁda_rf fb-
Jus Chrift bis Son cleanfeth us from all Sin.  Obferve, that
it is from all Sin; and likewife take Notice that in the
ninth Verfe he faith, God is faithful and jufl to forgive
us our Sins, and to c:’mnﬁ us from all U;zrzgfaffaufneﬁ

From whence we may draw another certain Conclufion,
that Pardon may be claimed as a Matter of Right and
Juttice by him that forfakes his Sin.

¢ GOD fhould not bejuft, if he fhoulddenyit to fucha
Perfon fuing for it; it confifts not with his Faithfulnefs to
with-hold it: Then add this furcher, that if Sin be for-
civen, (God muft needs treat us as his Friends, and ufe us
as kindly as if we were in Innocence, for itis Sinonly that
makes a Separation between God and us: From whence it
tollows, that his Spirit, which bhe has promifed to thofe
whom he loves, mult alfo return again, and forget the
former Affronts that were offered to it,

«« YOUR firft Queftion thenis refolved, and you may

e at Peace if you but forfake this Sin, and all others;
for you fee, the Blood of Chrifl cleanfes us from all Un-
righteoufnefs, when we turn from the Works of Darknefs
andwalk in the Light ; and, together with our cleanfing,
the Holy G hoft comesagain, and refumes bisformer Dw cl-
ling, whichis no more offenfive to him. Now I doubt

not but there is a Poffibility (tho” perhaps fome Difficulty)
of furfnk'mg this Sin, and fo becoming the Habitation of
(God through his Spirit, becaufe you have the Spirit of God
in fome of its Operations, wiz. as the Spirit of lllumina-
tion and Underftanding, though not in all other that be-
long to it: You difcern and acknowledge the Sin, the
Heinoufnefs of it, its evil Confequences, the Injury it
doth to God, to his Son «nd Holy Spirit; 1 doubt not
therefore but the Spirit will further communicate itfelf
to you, if you will but follow my Advice.

<« LABOUR to underftand the Gofpel, andto haveas
comprehenfive a Senfe of the Duiy contained therein as
you can ; and hereby (thefe being the Words of the Spirit)
the Holy Ghoft will fanttify that Part of you which the
.’fp-:y‘fft
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Apoftle, 1 Thel. v.23. calls the Spirit,i. e, the Mind and
Underflanding, which is cleanfed by thefe new Principles
aflented unto: Then bring your Heart to confent to be
governed and led by the holy Rules of Life, prefs them
with a!l the Reafon you can upon the Heartand Soul; re-
ceive them and love them, in the Life of it, as the very
Wordsof the Holy Ghoft, the Spirit of Life; hereby that
Part of you which the Apoftle calls the Soul, 4. e. the Will
and Affetions, will be fan&ified alfo ; next to this, that
which he calls the Body, . e. all the outward Aétions of
Life, will incvitably be fanétified, and prove conform to
that Determination of your Soul or Will, if you do but
conftantly follow the Counfel of anather Apoftle, Bu:ild-
ang up yourfelf in your moff holy Faith, praying in the Holy
Ghaft, keeping your Soul in the Love of God, and the Mer-
¢y of our fefus Chrift, to eternal Life.

¢« [ BELIEVE, infome Conftitutions the Stimulations
to this Sin may bevery vehement, and hard to be refifted, and
therefore it will not be amifs to tell you, that you muft call
in the Affliftance of all other natural Remedies, to which a
Chriftian muft not think it below him to be beholden,

¢¢ AS Fir/?, meditate upon fad and doleful Objells ; get
your Fancy painted with tuch Kind of Images as have
little of Light and Gaity in them; for fuch Things do
quicken and in{pire the matural Spirits of all Sorts, andin
all Parts, making them more brisk and nimble ; whereas
more dark thoughts are apt to blunt and ftupify them,
making them long for nothing of Pleafure.

¢ IN the Cafe of Adultery, Boccalini, asan Antidote
againft it, advifes thofe that Way inclined to carry about
with them a well drawn Picture of the moft perfe& and
faultlels Beauty that ever appeared in Flefh and Blood, pen-
ciled over again with rotten T'ecth, blear Eyes, noNofeat
2ll, in fine, rendered as loathfome as Venom and Corrup-
tion can make it, and that whenever Defires of the Flefh
ftir, they would take a fober view of it, and ferioufly con-
fider what they arcabout todo, and the Confequents, and
no doubt but it would effeCtually damp their Inclinations,
SoinSELF-PoTruTiIoN, would Tranfgreflorsthat way,
of either Sex, but fet before their Eyes (at the Time their
In-
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Inclinations to pollute themfelves ftir) what woful Mi-
feriesand Calamities, both toSoul and Body, others have
drawn upon themfelves thereby, and they, by the like
Praétice, will, in all Likelihood, upon themfelves; and
ferioufly confider, that whilft they vainly ftrive to pleafe
themfelves,they difpleafcGod, exhauft their own Strength,
and are haftening themfelves to the Grave, it muft furely,
one would think, deter them from the Evil; more efpe-
cially if they further confider, how that being thereby e-
nervated, fhould they, in that State, marry, they would,
inftead of that Love and Delight expeéted between Man
and Wife, find nothing but Quarrels, Jealoulies, bitter
Hatred and Difcontents,

«« SECONDLY, You muft ufe a fpare Diet, but not
totally abftain, Fafting, I believe, fome ufe asa Remedy
againft the Provocations of Uncleannefs; but I think in
fome Tempers it rather fharpens the Humour, and makes

it more itching, and apt to irritate,

«« THIRD LY, Have a Care of the Kind and Qua-
lity of your Meat. As, firff, Salt Meat you muft for-
bear, which you may know, by the Nature of the Word,
makes Men falacious. A learned Phyfician of our own
obferves, that in Ships which are laden with Salt from Rs-
¢helle, the Mice breed thrice as faft as in thofe Ships laden
with other Merchandize. Pigeons, you know, have Salt
laid for them to pick upon; and the Egyptian Priefts, be-
ing Votaries to a fingle Life, abftained from all Salt what-
foever ; but that isan Error on the other hand, and may
have dangerous Effects,  Secondly, All windy Foods, for
the Flatulency of them, do puff up the Humours, and
make thofe Parts turgid ; fuch as Beansand Peaces, Arti-
choaks, &c. You know Pythsgoras forbid his Sholars
to eat a Bean ; and this was one Reafon, Ido not queftion,
of his Prohibition. Thirdly, According to the Delfcrip-
tion you make of yourfelf, I muft add, that Butter is
naught for you, all Phyficians agreeing that it is to be
avoided by thofe who labour under a Flux of any Humour
whatfoever. There is too great an Un&uoufnefs in it}
and in fome Bodies, by the Refolution of thofe oily Parts,
it creates Fumes alfo, which hinder the Command of

the Mind over thofe lower Parts, .
«« FOURTHLY,
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¢« FOURTHLY, 1 would advife you to live moft ab-

{temious about the IFull and Change of the Moon, for then
the whole Body is fuller of Moifture thanat other Seafons.

« FIFTHLY, Itwillbegoodonly toeatdry Suppers,
unlefs it be Water-gruel, and fuch-like cooling Diet.

¢« SIXTHLY, Takeproper Medicinesas well as Food,
and ufe pretty much Exercife, though not too violent, for
that {pends much of the fuperfluous Moifture in the Body;
and likewife if it be to a fmall Wearinefs (which is necef-
fary) fpends fome of thofe Spirits that will elle evacuate
themfelves at other Places. ‘I"he Bed is too great a Friend
to this Sin, therefore let me advife you to make no further
Ufe of it than for fleeping; for whilflt you lic awake, at
your Eafe, your Flefh will be egging you on to this finful
Pleafure, therefore employ yourfelf with fome good Book,
till you find Sleep a coming, and in the Morning quit your
Bed as foon as you awake. I know it is more healthful to
the Body tocontinue in Bed fome Time after Sleep, that the
Vapours may have Time to fcatter, and the natural Spirits
recover their Strength and Activity ; butfor you, whoare
prone to this Luft, it is better todeny your Body that Con-
veniency,than fuffer your Soul to be punithed through Sen-
fuality. Sleep allo upon one Side, and not on your Back,
for that heats the Reins, and caufes Irritationsto Luft, 1
know it will coft fome Violence at firft to Nature to be
flung fuddenly out of a warm Bed upon a cold Floor ;
but the Difficulty will foon vanifli after ive or fix Times
Praltice of it, and the Comfort you will have in your own
Breaft by it will much more than make Amends, The
Church Hiftory tellsus of a young Man in Danger of be-
ing overcome by a beautiful Harlot that was with him, to
betray him into her Embraces, who bit oft a Piece of his
Tongue, that fo the Anguifh and Pain poflefling his
Thoughts, Luft might have no Room there. Do not han-
dle thofe Parts at any T'ime, but when Neceflity of Na-
ture requires, for handling them pufts up, irritates and
raifes flefhly Inclinations; and Ifhould think likewife that
it will be good for you, after you have humbled yourfelf
fo far for this Sin as to forfake it, not to think of it any
more, or as little as ever you can ; for even the thinking
upon that Sin doth but renew the Defire of it. Any
T'houghts
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Thﬂughts concerning T hings belonging to thofe Parts do
both excite and provoke Luft; for then the T houghts
fend the Spirit to thofe Parts, and nake them fwell, even
asupon other Occafions they fend them to the Mufcles in
the Legs or Arms when we would ufe them. Forget,
therefore, as much as you can, that there has been any
fuch Thing done by you, and employ your Thoughts
otherwife, till you may think of it with more Safety,
that is, when you are married.

<« BUT if, after all your moft exadt Compliance with
the Injunétivns hereenforced, INvoLuNTARY POLLU-
TIONS, in your Sleep, fhould ftill infeft you, I would ad-
vife you, whenever you are appreheniive, or in fear of
them, to do what Fore/fus, a noted Phyfician in his T'ime,
laysdownas certain whenevery T hingelfe has failed, which
is, to tie a String about your Neck when you go to Bed,
and the other End of it about the Neck of your Penis,
which, when an Erection happens, will timely awake you,
and put an effe€tual Step to the Seminal Emiffion.”

THESE are excellent Advices, and Marriage the
chief Preventative, itbeing an Inftitution appointed by the
Almighty asa Remedy againft Incontinence, and to pre-
ferve us from the Guilt of Impurity, as well as for the
Propagation of our Species, whereby the united Pair may
with Honour ufe that Freedom one with another, as was
by no Meanslawful for them todo while they were fingle ;
yet there are Reftrants in that State alfo ; Bounds fet that
they are not toexceed: And though the married State is
the moft happy and comfortable State in the World,where.
there is (as there ought to be) an Union of Souls as ‘well as
Bodies, and notwithffanding Holy Writ advifes it to thofe
who have not the Gift of Continence, yet we too often
find them rather inclined topurfue their Lufts than enter
into it ; fome by vowing Celibacy think themfclves ex-
cufed ; ‘others thruugh Libertinifm, and to be lefs confined
in thcir Paffions ; others to avoid fome Inconvenienciesor
Reftraintsthey apprehend toaccompanytheMarriageState;
andothersagain, becaufe they cannot meet with Fortunes
to their Minds, their Circumftancesin the World, as they
plead, not allowing them otherwife to alter their Condi-
tions; and, in the mean Time, all of them (not being

I chafte)
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chafte) do expofe themfelves to the continual Danger of
Temptations that Way, and cannot avoid being overcome
by them, and more efpecially if they indulge 1dlenefs and
high Living, which more immediately expofes them to
luftful Thoughts, when Bufinefs chafes them away, by
employing the Mind to better Purpofes. It was an idle
and luxurious Life that gave Occaliontoa certain young
Gentleman, of Birth and Fortune as well as Parts, to
lament himfelf upon an advantageous Offer of Marriage
made him by his Friend, That he was now, through bis
Follies, altegether uncapable of ihe married State, having
been, from bhis Youth up, moft inordinately addicied to the
Shameful Pratice of SELF-PoLLuTION, fo hateful to
God, and injurious to himfelf, and which neither his Rea-
Jon, Confcience, Education, or Prayers, were of Force
enough to mafler that unruly Paffiony which had plunged
him not only into the reproachful Infirmity of an irrepara-
ble Weeknefs of the Genitals, foridiculed by Men, and fo
deteflable to IWomankind, but alfo into moft dreadful Hor-
rorsof Confcience, and wellnigh Defpair. And no doubt
butfrom the fame Caufeit is that fo many very likely Gen-
tlemen of Fortune, that we fee or hear of Abroad, do re-
fufe the Offer of advantageous Matches, being confcious to
themfelves of their Infirmities, which, as they areatham-
ed toown, they asinduftrioufly take Care to conceal, ex-
cufing themfelves with the Anfwer, of being too young,
or not yet difpofed to marry ; and as they have a littlead-
vanced in Years, that they are then too old. I muftcon -
fefs, whenever I hear or know of fuch refufing to enter into
that State, whom nothing, to human Appearance, can
hinder, they having Penty of all Things this World can
afford them, I cannot help thinking, that either Incapa-
city as to Manhood, or the Charge of Children, or Fear
of communicating fome ill Difeafe which they are appre-
henfive of in themfelves, by their former Follies, or a
Miflrefs, muft be the Caufe; and I may dare venture to
fay, without being thought cenforious, that where it is
otherwife than fo in one, ten (if they dared) could fubfcribe
to my Belief; and this may ceale the Wonder of the Rela-
tionsand Friends of fuch Gentlemen, Why they do not
marry ! Several within the Verge of my own Knowlege
having declined it, and but juftly, for the two firft Rea-

{ons
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fons I have named, and many, many more (to their Shame
be it*fpoken) by Reafon of the laft.

EARLY Marriages would be a Means of preventing
many of thofe Mifchiefs, and the Difgrace which often-
times the Guilty this Way bring upon themfclves and Fa-
milies. A noted Phyfician of our own, in his Book of
the Parts of Generation, advifes to it; and fays, That for
Want of ity as the Stream is dammed up with untempered
Mortar, it doth and will rage the more, and a vent, one
Way or other, it will and muft have; for that all of both
Sexes, from a natural Inftinét, when arrivedtothe Years
of Puberty, and enjoy their full Health and Strength, have
amarous Motions, efpecially thofe of [anguine Compleéiions,
and hot Temperament, who, for Want of Marriage, or a
due Awe upon themfelves, are prompted to commit unlawful
Aélions, or elfe are fubjeét to INvoLUNTARY PoLLU-
TIONS, which, if frequent and profufe, do as certainly
breed difeafes in Men, as thofe that are done with the con-
Jent 5 and if they arve Fept from Marriage by a Kind of
Force, as many are, when their Inclinations are firong to-
wards ity they are the more eager for it (it being our cor-
rupt Humour to be flronger in our Paffions when we are
denied) and fo oftentimes for IWant of @ natural Stream, are
over-run into unnatyral Praélices : And not onlythe Male
Youth in particular, but the Female, when arrived to the
Years of Puberty, and give themfelves up to Plays, Balls,
Mens Company, wanton Difcourfe, Dalliance, bigh Li-
ving, and the like, whereby the Humours are heated, and
the Defire augmented, have Inclinations to Venery, and
Jometimes fo infuperable, that if Marriage be denied
them, it puts them upon eafing themfelves Propria Pollu-
tione, or brings them into Cachexies, Hyfteric Fits, the
Green Sicknels, or other Maladies nat prefently to be re-
medied ; and this great Inconvenience, fays he, would be
more frequent than it is, did not pious Education, regard
to Reputation and Health, and inbred Modefly, temper
and affuage thofe inordinate Commotions of the Mind :
Wherefore he advifes Parents to inflil wholefome Princi-
ples in their Children, and not to neglelt marrying them
in Time, as the beft Way to fecure to them a good Con-
Jeience, psry‘fﬂ Healthand Strengthy and the Honour of

their Families,

R St.
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St. PAUL counfels Parents not to fuffer their Virging
[both Sexes] to pafs the Flower of their Youth 3 but not
meaning, as I fuppofe, to encourage too early or unfea-
fonable Marriages; for when fo young, that either of
them have neither Mine nor Need, it exbaufts their vi-
tal Moifture, nipsthem in the Bud, ftunts their Growth,
and renders them for ever after weak and enfeebled, and
the Children they get (if they get any] to be puny and ail-
ing ; but whena Man is in the twenty-fifth, anda Wo-
man in her twentieth Year, and both have retained their
Virginity till then, and were born of healthy, found
Parents, not tainted with any ill Stamen, and each in
perfeét Sanity, of good Conftitutions, full of ardent
Love and Vigour, thofe 1 would advife to marry, and
from their Loins there will refult the beft, moft vegete,
lovely, ftrong, and healtby Polterity.

TO fecure Youth from wafting their Strength by SELF -
PorLuTioN, or Venery, till that Age, theyare fo care-
ful in fome Countries, that they ring the Males when
they are young ; and for the Female Sex, Paracelfus ad-
vifes to a famous emplaflic Liniment ; both of which be-
ing ufed as I have feen defcribed, the Health, Strength,
Beauty, and Credit, to fay no more, of Hundreds, I may
fay Thoufands, of young People, of both Sexes, in this
Kingdom, would bepreferved, and, confequently, our
puny half-gotten Breed, in a great Meafure, amended.

MARRIAGE, asit is honourable in all Countries, fo
it has been held in great Efteem, from the Beginning of
the World, among all Sorts and S¢éts of People : The Ro-
mans, and efpecially the wife Emperor Auguflus, did
what they could to encourage it; the famedid the Fews :
The Lacedemonians, at their Feftivals, would not admit
~of any fingle Men ; and if thofe that were unmarried ven-
tured tocomeamongft them, they were,as foonp as difcover-
ed, ordered to be whipped by the Women asunprofitable
Members of the Republic 5 nor wereany but married Men
Tuffercd to bear any Office: So thatthroughout theWorld,
as an Encouragement to Matrimony, the married Men
were highly preferred, excufed from going to the W:;_rs

or
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for the firft Year after Marriage, and in every Thing had
the Advantage of thofe that lived fingle,

THE Church of Reme, indeed, injoins Celebacy, and
will much rather wink at any Uncleannefs of the Flefh
than preach up Marriage, nay fo far from it, that it de-
fendeth even Fornication, and will not allow it to be a
Sin ; nay, they fay it is better than Marriage, and do con-
fequently allow of public Stews. But fad is fuch a Doc-
trine, and vile {fuch Practices; they are bothdevilifh and
damnable ; wherefore, the more to enforce Marriage, and
fhew the Evil of Celibacy, I fhall, for the better Inftruc-
tion of my Readers, tranicribe what has been, not long
fince, handed out to us upon this Head in a certain pub-
lic News-Paper, after which I fhall {peak a little more of
theevil Effeéts of Uncleannefs, both before Marriageand
in Marriage, the better to imprint wholfome Notions
in their Minds.

THE Virtuesof Celibacy, fays that Paper, have been
frequently cried up, as if there were fomething very extra-
ordinary contained therein ;and many Perfons have doubt-
lefs believed they have alted purfuant to the Principles of
Religion, and the Ditates ot Confcience (though it will
be found to be a very erroneous one) when they have any-
wife promoted or injoined the fame : But if we proceed to
examine their Reafons and Arguments, we fhall ind
them to be altogerher fallacious, and contrary to Nature,
Reafon, Law, and Religion; and I venture to lay it
down as an infallible Polition, that whoever compels or
injoins the fame in others is not only guilty of a Breach of
the Sixth Commandment, which fays, Thou fhalt do no
Mourder, but is likewife guilty, as an Acceflory, to the
Breach of divers other Commandments, and a Promoter
of innumerable Sins befides,

THIS Pofition may, doubtlefs, ftartle many Perfons,
who, probably, have been long miftaken, and fancied
much greater Virtue, in Celibacy, or a fingle Life, than
there really are, and I doubt not but to prove the fame
(at leaft every Enjoyment thereof) finful in a notorious
Degree, a manifeft Violation of the exprefs Law of God,
and contrary to the Dictates of Nature and found Reafon,

TO
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T O give this Argument its full Scope, it is neceflary we
thould begin our Obfervations from the firft Period of
Time, and therefore tooblerve, that when the Almighty
had firft created Adam, he overthrew the Polition of Celi-
bacy’s being a Virtue by his exprels Word as well as Ac-
tions ; and if the infinite and all-wife Creator of the Uni-
verfe, having firft formed Man in anindi/putable State of
Celibacy, in which the fame Almighty Power could have
fupported him to this Moment, if he had thought proper,
faw the fame to be contrary to thofe wife Ends heintended,
and publickly declared, It was not Good that Man fhould
be alone, but that be would make a Help-meet for bim ; and
accordingly did fo: This fufficiently thews the imperfelt
Enjoyment that is to be found in that State ; and thisone
Argument being of divine Authority, 1s a greater Con-
demnation of this pretended Virtue, than Ten thoufand
others which the Sophiftry of Man can invent to the con-
trary.

THE exprefs Declaration of Adam upon the Almigh-
ty’s prefenting Eve to bim, viz. That Man fhould for[ake
Father and Msther, and cleave unto bis Wife, &c. in pur-
fuance of that Command, 7o increafe and multiply, and
replenifb the Earth, exprefsly condemns Celibacy, and
overthrows all Argumeants in its Favour; whereby the
nuptial State appears not to be an indifferent Permiffion
of eternal Wifdom only, but an aétual and exprefs Com-
mand, anda Duty incumbent upon ever Perfon to com-
ply with, as far as their Circumftances will permit,

WHOEVER therefore, by any fhallow or fallacious
Reafons obftructs, or by finifter and indirect Practices or
Methods hinders, this Union in others, or lays them un-
der any Reftraint to avoid the fame, is guilty of an actual
difobeying the l.aw of God, and fets up their own erro-
neous Teenets, in direét Contradiétion and Oppofition to
his declared Wll,

AND that the nuptial State was a neceflary Method for
Man’s Propagation of his Specieisundeniable, finceit is ob-
vious there was no other Means for attaining that End,

and without which the human Race muft long fince have
funk
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funk into its primitive Nothing, been apnihilated, and
the Memory of Mankind buried in Oblivion: This Ar-
gument is of itfelf fufficient to fhew that Celibacy is in-
confiftent with Reafon, and contrary to the ftated Laws
of Nature, which renders Procreation ncceflary for the
Support of our own Species, and implants in us a Defire
to prelerve the fame at all Times. ' 6

THE Sacred Writ pronounces Barrennefs asa Curfe te
be entailed on feveral of the offending /fraelites vpon di-
vers Occafions, by Reafon of their manifold Offences ;
but we do not find that Heaven ever approved or injoined
Celibacy to any of its Votaries, as a Happinefs, but, on
the contrary, promifes, asa Blefling to the Righteous, that
theirWomen thould prove like the fruitful Olive-branches,
and their Ghildren fhould multiply like the Sand upon the
Sea-fhore ; yea, faith the P/almiff (whom we are taught
to believe was a Man after God’s own Heart) happy is
the Man that hath bis Quiver full of them.

IF then the Increafe of our Species in the nuptial State,
conform to the Will of Heaven, was the expre(s Com-
mand of God himfelf; if, asthe Scripture evinces, the
contrary was infli¢ted as a Punifhment, in what Light
fhould we look upon every Attempt to defeat the pri-
mary Law of the Almighty? And how can we believe
we aét purfuant to the Dictates of Reafon, Religion, os
Nature, when we fee ourfelves wilfully to oppofe the
firft and exprefs Principles and Commands thereof, either
by a&ing ourfelves contrary thereunto, or leading others
into the Paths of Error and Confufion, and laying them
under fome Reftraint or Injunélion to forfake the Law
of Heaven, and comply with our erroneous and miftaken
Notion? to call them no worfe, *

SCHOOLMEN have made it a Queftion, whether
Cain, when he flew his Brother 4bel, did not, in that one
Action, deftroy one (and it may be the better) haif of the
World, becaufe they who might have been the Pofterity of
Abel were cut off in him; but if that will bear arguing,
as probably it may, the ObjeClion will be much the ftronger
if we turn it to the other Sex, becaufe in the Infancy of
the World, when Providence permitted Pelygamy, and

' feveral
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feveral Women were allowed to each Man, the Lofs of
one of the Women muit have more affeéted the Number
of Mankind in Procreation, than that of a Man could do;
and, confequently, the Deftruétion of Polterity muft be
much greater in Propertion.  The Murder of 4bel, no
doubt, was a notoryous Sin, and the Punifbment inflited
on Cain for his Fratricide was vil 1bl} fhewn in the Wrath
the Almighty exprefled again{t him for it, and.che Mark
he fet upon him (not for his ProteGion only, but) to
ftigmatize him for the Murder, fufficiently denoted his
Anger and Abhorrence of the Faét.

AND asitis beyond Difpute, that the Increaﬁ, of Po-
flerity was, in fome "'.ha.{ure deftroyed by the Death of
Abel, and o the Faé& fomething more than the bare Mur-
der of one identical Perfon only, becaufe in him one whole
Branch of the human Species was abfolutely deftroyed, and
the Increafe of Millions of Souls intirely loft thereby, who-
ever therefore fhall endeavour to prevent that natural In-
creafe of Pofterity, according to the Means injoined by
the exprefs Command of Heaven, by hindering or ob-
ftructing Mankind from entering into the nupnal State,
does, as far as in him lies, endeavour to deftroy his own
Specics, in Contradiétion and Defiance to the abfolute
Command of the Almighty; and either believes him(elf
wifer, or more worthy to be obeyed, thanthat omnipo-
tent Power who gave him his Being,

THE Cafuifts tell us, that Sin confifts not only ina di-
re&t Tranfgreflion of the literal Commandof God, butin
the Intentlum of him who commits the fame; andthat he
who defigns an evil AQion (though it may in the Effe&
prove contrary to his Inclinations) is yetguilty, and wor-
thy of Punifhment, and muft anfwer for the fame, and all
its Conlequences, as if he had aflually executed his wick-
ed Intentions, becaufe Sin confifts chiefly in the Will and
Imagination, and not in the bare Action only ; asisevi-
dentfrom the Mdafaical Inftitution, whereby the Almighty
himfelf diftinguifhes betwixt the Homicide or Manflayer,
who inadvertently caufes the Death of any Pcrfan, and
him who wilfully murders another ; by appointing the
firft, fince the Confequence of Murder attended his un-
garded or carelefs A&tions, to fly to the City of Refuge,

thereby
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thereby fhewing, that even Inadvertency or Negligence
Is no fufficient Plea to excufe the Perpetrators of any
Offence, although ever fo unwittingly committed, but
appoints the other, who a&ls in purfuance of his evil In-
clinations to certain Deftruétion.

THE frequent, repeated, and exprefs Commands of
the Almighty, of going in to, oraccepting, the Widow of
a deceafed Brother, abfolutely, direted and injoined for the
raHing up of Pofterity, fhews that Celibacy was repugnant
to the Laws of Nature, Reafon, and Religion ; and the
contrary direted and injoined by God himfelf, who (if
we may judge of his Intentions by his Commands) has not
given usone Inftance of his Approbation of a fingle Life,
neither in a perfeét State of Celibacy, or in that of Widow-
hood, he having asexprefsly commanded the Re- marriages
of the latter, during a Poflibility of Procreation, as he in-
joined the nuptial State for the Support of Mankind,

SOME of our Commentators have doubted wherein the
Sins of E7and Onan chiefly confifted ; but if we look back
to the aforegoing Command, we may readily account for
the fame, and find their Endeavoursor Defigns of prevent-
ing Procreation were the Crimes for which they were fo
feverely punifhed, and that they loft their Lives for their
Prefumption in not complying with theCommand of God,
their Offences being, in Effeét Murder, by preventing
that Increafe, which was an abfolute Command given in
Adam_to all his Pofterity ; and when Tamar complained
.to Fudab of the Tranfgreflion of his Children, his Neg-
ligence to remedy the fame produced a Refolution in her,
~ which, though fudah rafhly condemned the Action, yet

upon a due Confideration of the Caufe, and hisown Neg-
lect of enforcing the facred Laws of God, he could not
but acknowlege that her Offence was mueh lefs than his,
and that fhe haa done more righteoufly than himfelf.

IF then “fudah, inftead of giving his Daughter-in-law
Zamar in Marriage again after the Deceafe of his other
Sons, had injoined her to a fingle Life in that ofa perpe-
tual Widowhood, could he have been juftified? Could he

have been excufled 7 Could he have beeif free from Sin ?
K No,
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No, furely ; his Offence had not only been equal, but
cven greater, than that of Er and Onan; he had been
guilty of a diret and wilful Oppolition to the Law of
God, of bidding Defiance to his exprefs Commands, and,
in effec, of a Complication of the greateft Crimes, and
the mioit notorious Murders ; as is evident from the Off-
fpring of Tamar, from whence defcended notonly the re-
gal Pofterity of Fudab and Ifrael, but alfo the boly Line
of Salvation; and in his Refufal he bad cut off the Adeffi-
ah, or Holy One of Ifracl, from whence the Salvation
of the World was to proceed, as defcending from her.

THE like had happened in the Cafe of Ruth the Moa-
bitifh; and God, by fuffering the Holy Line of Jfrael to
proceed in fuch Channels, {ufficiently fhewed his Appro-
bation of the nuptial State, preferable to thofe of Virgi-
nity or Widowhood: Again, in Bathfheba, the Widow
of Uriah, is the like Inftance confirmed; and in divers
other Branches of the Holy Line,

- WE find Fephtha condemned for the Rafhnefs of his
Vow, and the Offering up his Daughter, or dooming her
to a State of Virginity, is no-ways juftificd in Scripture;
that Action is not imputed to hum for Righteoufrrefs, but,
like Saul’s Vow, To facrifice to the Lord him that jhould
tafte of Meet until the Enening (whereby “fonathan, who
had been the chief Inftrument in obtaining the Victory,
was fubjeéted to Death, had not the whole Army inter-
pofed) was the Refult of a rath and miftaken Zeal, But
as we do not find Sau/ condemned for the Breach of that
Vow, fo neither do we find Fephtha commended for the
Rafhnels of his, and the Execution of his Folly, nor any
Blefbngs promifed to him upon the Performance thereof,
we have little Reafon therefore to believe the fame was
acceptable to his Creator, but, on the contrary, a Vio-
latton of the facred and neceffary Inftitution for the Pro-
pagation of our Species, and the Support of Mankind
otherwile God, who is infinitely jult, would have thewn
his Approbation of that Action by fome fignal Blefling
and Declaration in his Favour, as he did in the Cafe of
Abrabam, on his Readinefs to offer up his Son lfaac by
bis divine Appaintment.

IF
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IF we believe that Providence has endowed us with
Free-will, and a Liberty of alting as Free Agents, we are
yet to remember, that we are to account for every Action
and Word, how indifferent foever the fame may appear
to us ; and if it be neceffary that Offences fhall come, there
is yet a Woe pronounced againfl 1hofe they come by 3 which
thould make us the more cautiousin all our Aétions, either
how we offend ourfelves, or how we lay Snares to draw
others into the Commiflion of Offences : If the fetting an
ill Example he pernicious, and what we muft one Day
account for, how much more is it fo to injoin or oblige
others to follow us therein, or to perpetrate the fame ;
every Injunétion of that Kind is finful in the higheft De-
gree, and whoever compels the fame, muft expect to ac-
count for all the evil Confequences attending it, and can-
not excufe himfelf upon the Pretence of a miftaken Zeal,
we being exprelsly commanded not 2o do Evil that Good

may come of it.

I SHALL, therefore, according to my Propofition firft
advanced, infift upon it, that neither Celibacy, nor a fingle
Life in any State, is commanded, ar even approved of by
the omnipotent Creator of the Univerfe, but that the con-
trary is abfolutely injoined by the moft facred Inftitutions
of the Almighty ; andevery Attempt to reftrain or oblige
Mankind from entering into the nuptial Society is finful
(let the Romanifis value themfelves as much as they pleafe
upon their contrary Pratice) and that whoever fhall hin-
der or prevent their Pofterity from entering into that
Condition which the Apoftle calls ﬁanamnbﬁr, either by
cloiftering up their Pupils, or by Injunctions reftraining
them from Marriage, are, in effcét, not only guilty of
Murder, by preventing the natural Increafe of Pofterity
which would otherwife be, but likewife are anfwerable
for all other Sins and Offences which may happen there-
by ; every unchafte Delire, every irregular A&ion, and
every Abufe of Nature, which may thereby be commit-
ted, fhall be laid to their Charge, and for which they
{hall be accountable at the laft Day,

THERE areinnumerable other Arguments] could yet
bring to enforce my Propofition, both from the Msfaical
K2 and



[ 68 ]

and Ewangelical Defpenfation, from the exprefs Com-
mand of God bimfelf, and the Inftruétions of our Sa-
viour, as likewife from Reaion, Law, and Nature: But
what has been already faid, I hope, will prove fufficient
to convince Chriftians, who are in a fingle State, that it
is their Duty, if ina Condition, and may marry, neither
to flight nor refufe that holy Ordinance upon any Pre-
tence whatfoever.

UNCLEANNESS comprehendeth under it Adultery,
Incefty Buggery, Beftiality, andall Provocationsthat Way.
To fpeak of all would be over tedious, therefore I fhall
only mention a few. Uncleannefs then, as meant by
the Apoftle in Epbef. v. ver. 3. 1s of two Sorts: Firft,
T hat which is againft Nature: Secondly, That which is
agreeable unto Nature. That which is againft Nature
appertains to thofe of a reprobate Mind, and is of two
Sorts: 1. Befliality ; 2. Sodomy or Buggery.

UNCLEANNESS, agreeable to corrupt Nature, isof
two Sorts: Firft, That which is before Marriage ; Se-
condly, That which is in Marraige. Before Marriage,
Firfl, When Marriage is fought for, and undertaken for
wrong Ends. The right Ends are three: 1. A godly
Seed: 2. Preventing of Fornication: 3. Mutual Com-
fort; and therefore when Parties marry, either to fatisfy
their own carnal Luft, or to advance their Eftate, or to
enrich themfelves, Uncleannefsis committed. Secondly,
When there is Inequality of Years, as an old Man and
a young Woman, orayoung Man and an ¢id Woman
there Matrimony is unclean, becaufe they cannot give
due, that is, reciprocal Benevolence the one to the other.
Thirdly, If there be a Difparity of Religion, that Match-
ing is unclean ; for it oftentimes caufes Difputes, thofe
Difputes Anger, and Anger is finful.

LASCIVIOUS Perfons take great Pains to commit
Uncleannefs; as they are cunning to do evil, {o are they
painful ; the Adulterer waiteth for the T'wilight. They,

and all that do fo, is unclean, and all their Endeavour
ts to infect others.

UN.
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UNCLEANNESS is faid to be committed, if there
be Inequality af Degree in the two Parties, as ignoble with
noble, vel ¢ contra, a mean Man withan honourable Wo-
man ; becaufe if a Husband fhall offer to do the Office of
a Head, then may fhe ftand upon her Defcent, and by fet-
ting light by him whom unadvifedly fhe hath made her
Husband, there may arife an Alienation of Affeétion, and
then the Devil, watching his Opportunity, will perfuade
with either Party to follow ftr: inge Fleth. That Marriage
is alfo unclean thatis madc without Confent of Pat’tﬂtb,
becaufe a Man’s Child is a Part of his Goods, and not to
be alienated without his Confent, and is one of the worft
Sort of Robberies, asit is by no Means to be compenfated,

PARENTS themfelves, as hath been faid, may be
the Caufe of the Uncleannefs of their Children, if they
let them pafs the Flower of their Age, and Need fo re-
quireth, and yet they provide not fit Matches for them.

IT is Uncleannefs alfo, when thofe Parties marry that
are inept for Marriage, as Eunuchs and unapt, as leprous
Perfons: Thus much for Uncleannefs before or out of
Marriage. Now a little of Uncleannefs in Marriage, and
this, Fir/l, By coming together at fuch Times as Gud
and Nature abhorreth. Secondly, By Excefs in the Ufe
of the Marriage-bed ; for, as a Man may be drunk with
his own Wine, and grow a GGlutton with his own Meat,
fo may he commit Uncleannefs with his own ‘.’J:ﬂ,
which God fometimes punifheth by Shortnefs of Days in
thofe that ufe it, 7Zhirdly, Alfo when one Party dﬂth
deny unto the other due Benevolence, there is Unclean-
nefs committed, and perhaps too the Sin of Aduitery, if
the Denial of either proceeds from Diflike to the other.

THOSE that are ignorant of God and his Will care
not what they commit againft his Will ; there is no Sin
they dare not, nay, that they will not, do. Zuod libet I:-
cety quod liast audent, quod audent poffunt, quod poffunt
faciunt, quod faciunt fibi moleflum non ¢ff. See a Talte of
this in Fob. xxiv. 2, 3, 4, 7, 9. PfalmIxxiii. 18. God
giveth them up to vile Affcctions to do T hings not comely.

THOSE
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THOSE who have not only injured their Souls, but
likewife their Bodies, vifibly by this Praétice of SELF -
PoLrurion, if the Cafe be chirurgical, of which I
have given you one or two Inftances, ought immediately
to repair to a skilful Surgeon, ﬂlunan what I faid, in
Pages 15 and 16, was often the Fate of young pﬂup]t:.
Of Impotency, !ﬂ{ffﬂ:!:ry, and other Infirmities of this
Kind, as there are feveral Degrees, fo fome are lefs dif-
ficult to be cured than others. Where the Suength is but
in Part decayed, the Blood not altogether dupmth and
the Tone of tht: Parts but lately relaxed, Cold Bathing
has been beneficial to many ; in fome (;-nl}r accumpamcd
with a Milk Diet, in others with a more nutritious
Manner of Living, gentle Exercife, and a few reftora-
tive Medicines. But as Every body cannot bear the Cold
Bath, and Milk does not agree with all Conftitutions, in
fuch Cafes, as well as others more ftubborn and deplora-
ble, as it is impoflible to give general Rules for fo many
Particulars, 1 would advife Ti.w:r; body to apply them-
felves to a learned and experienced Phyfician, and, with-
out Hefitation, open their Cafe, which, if be be a faga-
cious Man, may be done with a very few Hints, and fo
contrived, that the Phyfician fhall not know the Patient,

THUS far (excepting the greateft Part of the Letters
in the Second Chapter) I bad finithed this little Treatife
more than Twelve Years ago; when refleting on what
1 have faid 1in Page 8, of Secrf.,l'}r 'sbeing one great Caufe of
this Sin, I could not help thinking, that the greateft Part
of People labouring under any Affliction of this Kind,
would be very unwilling, and many of them rather perifh
than to difcover the Lﬁufe of them toany one Living ; wit-
nefs the Letters in Pages 26, 37, 48, and 49, aforegoing.
‘T'his made me communicate what 1 was about, and the
scruple whichgravelled me, to a pious, as well as eminent
Phyfician, who, having fhewed his Approbation of my
Delign to render it more effeCtual, imparted T'wo Medi-
cines of great Eflicacy, the one in that Kind of Gonor-
roeeas {poke of in the preceding Chapter, Noffurnal
f‘f?}rj}mu., Seminal Fruwﬁwu upon Stool, or with the Urme,
the Fluor Albusin Women, and all [‘s—‘lanner of Gleets and
Quzings, not occafioned by any Venereal Difeafe: The

other
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other in moft Cafes of Iufertility and Impotercy in either

Sex, where either no Venereal Difeale has ever been, or
elfe the Diftemper is wholly eradicated.

I HAD no other Thoughts at firft of all, than to in-
fert thefe Prefcriptions as | had received chem, only tranfla-
ted into FEnglifh ; but feeing the Preparations (r.:pr:cully
the one) of them, to be fomewhat operofe, and feveral of
the Ingredients very coftly, I found, upon {econd Confi-
deratmn, that they could be of no Ufe to the Patient
without employing others ; and that to be made up for
every Patient on Purpofe, they would either be exceflive
dear, or elfe, for Lucre’s Sake, by many imperfectly pre-
pared.” T hefe Reflections muuc:.d me to have both Me-
dicines made up by a Man of Skill and Probity, for my
own Account, with a Defire that he would make T'rial
of them gratis, or otherwile, as often as he thould have
an Opgortunity.  This has been done for above twa
Years, before the firft Edition, with Succels; in many of
the above-mentioned Affli¢tions, not occalioned from
any foul Contagion, of which feveral have coutefled to
have proceeded from SELF PoLLUTION.

THE Perfon therein employed has, fome Time fince,
begeed of me, in Confideration of his Trouble and Charge,
(which he fays i1s, and I partly know to have been, conli-
derable) the Property ef thefc Medicines, and that [ wouid
lodge in him the fole Power todifpole of them as hethould
think fit; which | have complied with, obliging him to
print Two Thoufand of every Edition of thefe Books at
his own Expence : And he has lately afiured me, that, for
more than Twelve Years, he has adminiftercd the Medi-
cines with the greateft Benefit and Succels in the World.

WHATEVER Refleétions may be made, by the Cenfo-
rious, on the Defire with which I recommend thefe Medi -
cines, I can aflure the Reader, in the fir/? Place, that the
Perfontowhaom (with the Coufentof the Phyfician above-
mentioned) [ have granted the Difpofal of them, isno-ways
related to me, and that [ am no otherwife obliged to him,
than on the Confideration | have already named ; fecondly,
I folemnly declare, that I neither have the leaft Intereft

or Share in the Profits that now, or hereafter may, accrue
L8]
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to him from the Sale of them. Befides, that thefe Medi-
cines are only hinted at for fuch as through Bathiulnefs,
or other unreafonable Scruples, are never to be perfuaded
to acquaint others with their Condition : Thofe who are
lefs {crupulous 1 refer, as I have done before, to fome
learned and experienced Phyfician to confult with.

SOME People are of Qpinion, that in Difeafes pro-
ceeding from Uncleannefs, whoever points at a Remedy
encourages the Sin : But I leave every impartial Reader,
after he fhall have perufed this little Treatife, to judge
whether it be reafonable to think, thatany Mortal thould
be induced to run the Hazard of drawing upon themfelves
the frightful Confequences of SELF-PoLLuTION, as
here related, by what has been faid of the Pofhibility of
being cured when labouring under them ; more efpecially
when I fhall have added the Caution I intend to conclude
“with, and which is, That whatcver Remedies maybe ap-
plied, or Phyficians make Ufe of, no Rule or Prefcription
can ever be effeclual, in vemoving the bodily Infirmities oc-
cafioned by SELF-PoLLUT10N, without they are likewife
accompanied with an intire Ceffation of this Practice, a
total Abflinence from the Sin itfelf, and an unaiterable
Refolution of never falling into it again, and that -all
Relapfes are ever fatal in thefe Cafes.

WITH this Caution I clofed the Three firft Editions,
and had the fourth, but that the following Letter came to
my Hands from a Lady unknown, concerning the Ufe
and Abufe of the Marriage-Bed ; which, as it is very cu-
rious, and may, with my Anlwer to it, be of Service to
many in the married State, 1 thought it proper to give the
Reader both one and the other before 1 diimifled him,

M
s

To
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To the Author of ONANIA.

S 1R, June 5, 1727.
TffGUGH I am altogether a Stranger to your Perfon,

yet, having read a lLittle Book of yours, I am become ac-
quainted with your refined Notions, and do like what you
have [aid againft one particular Species of Uncleannefs. 1
bought your Book, in hopes you had faid fomething concerning
the married State; what Decorum there muft be obferved
not to defile the Marriage Bed: I wifb you had [aid fome-
thing more on that Point, for the Sake qf ome of my ewn
Sex I have difputed with; they have fuch grofs Notions,

they imagine the Marriage Bed mn?wt be defiled uniefs they
commit Adultery, 1 fancy, Sir, you have finer waugbrs
than to think Marriage a Provifion for the Man’s Bruta-
lity; therefore I have ufed the Freedom to addrefs myfelf to
you, heping you will vauchfafe to tell me whether I am not
right in this Particular. Firfl then, I confider thofe Incli-
nations were given for the Continuance of our Species, and
no other End, and Marriage inflituted that it might be in
a decent, regular Manner ; therefore Fornication was for-
bid, not as in itfelf evil, but it not making for the Good of
Society; itis fitter one Man abide by one IVoman, that there
may be a due Care of the Offsgring’s Education. 1o be in-
ﬁmmemaf to introduce poor Creatures into the Werld, and
not take Care of them, is warfe than the Brutes. brLF-
POLLUTION you bave proved a Sin, becaufe it is deordi-
nate from the End; it is an Abufe of the creative Power,
and wvery properly, Ithink, you term it Murder : Now what
is in itfelf evil, Marrragf cannot make goed, therefore I
conclude the Mﬁrrm e Bed defiled, the NMan and Wife com-
mitting Sin, wben f.-"?f End cannot be had for which that
Senfation was given; for though the Man be at all Times
capable of Genreration, the Waman is not 5 as when fhe, ac-
cording to the Courfe of Nature, is pafl :r, it then centers
L in
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in the Pleafure of Senfe, and is a frufiraneous Abufe of
their Badies, the fame, in my Opinion, with SELF-PoL-
LUTION and SopoMY. The Men being at all Times ca-
pable of Generation, bas made me fometimes think the Men
might have Plurality of Wives; but then I confider, God
made but one Woman for the Man. Sir, I will tire you no
longer with my Impertinency, only to beg Pardon for this Free-
dom, and to crave the Favour of a Line or two, which, I
affure yous Siry will infinitely oblige her that is

Your unknown Friend

and Servant.

SUNER N R TN NERN e
7he A NSWER.

MADA M,

HE Realon why, in the Onanra, Idid not meddie

with any Part of Uncleannefs relating to the married
State is, becaufe I always did, as I ftill do, conceive, that
no Branch of it could have any Affinity with the Sin of
OnN AN, and confequently was foreign to my Purpofe,
But as your ingenious Letter, and the Scruple you feem to
labour under, are well worthy the moft ferious Reflections,
I {hail endeavour, as far as I am able, to fatisfy you in the
Particular on which you require my Opinion ; and in or-
der to it, defire you to be referred to the fullowing An-
fwer, which, becaufe 1 know not where to dire&t it, you

could not reafonably expect before another Edition of the
Book fhould be wanting.

IN the firft Place, I was altogether of your Opinion,
and think it undeniable, that the Inclinations you hint at
were given us for the Continuance of our Species, and no
other End. Secondly, I am forced to allow, that where
that End cannot be had, as when the Woman has con-
ceived, or by the Courfe of Nature is paft it, all Embraces

are
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are fruftraneous, and can center in nothing but the Plea-
fure of Senfe; and I fhould think myfelf obliged to fub-
fcribe to all the Confequences you can infer from it, if I
was not aflured that you are miftaken as to the End of
Marriage, and the Sinfulnefs of Fornication. In Relation
to the latter, you imagine that it is forbid, not becaufe it
is in itfelf evil, but as it is deftruétive to the Good of So-
ciety : This is a dangerous Affertion, and gives too great
a Handle for Deifts and other Libertines, who would per-
fuade the World, that Religion is only a political Inven-
tion, and no farther to be minded, than as it 1s beneficial
to the Order and Government of Society,

THE only Rule a Chriftian is to walk by is the Word
of God ; where his Precept is plain, we are reftrained from
any other Standard of the Lawfulnefs or Unlawfulnels of .
an A&ion, whether it brings a vifible Goed, or vifible
Evil, either to ourfelves, or the Public. The Juftice of
(God is as incomprehenfible as his Mercy. What could,
to human Underftanding, be more innocent than the Eat-
ing of an Apple? And yet what Crime was ever more fe-
verely punithed? The Sin of 4dam was not Luxury, nor
Wantonnefs, but Difobedience, and confifted folely in the
Tranfgreffion of a direét Command of his Creator; that
Fornication is forbid, is plain in Holy Writ; but why it
is forbid, 1s Arrogance in us td determine. When our
Notions are too much refined, they are apt to lead us into
an Error. You fay that Fornication not making for the
Good of Society, it is better one Man to abide by one Wo-
man, that there may be a due Care taken of the Off-
fpring’s Education: This is as ftrong an Argument againft
Polygamy as it is againft Fornication, and therefore is not
calculated for the Good of all Societiés in general ; for
among the Mahametans, and thofe Heathens whofe Reli-
gion allows them a Plurality of Wives, there are Nations
as flourifhing and populous as there are among the Chrif-
tians, and the Neglect of the Offspring is no greater Com-
plaint among them than it is among us. What you add
to ftrengthen your Argument, that to be inftrumental to
introduce poor Creatures into the World, and not to take
Care of them, is to be worfe than the Brutes, I will eafi]
grant; but am apt to think, that in faying this you made *
not a due Refletion on the true Reafon why Fornication,

L 2 among
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among us, is fo often the Caufe of this Piece of Inhu-

manity which you juftly condemn,

MARRIAGE ishonourable throughout Chriftendom,
net fo much on a religious Account, and becaufe it isa State
entered into by the Inftitution of God, but chiefly asitis
a Fafhion and Cuftom every Way countenanced and en-
couraged by the Laws of the Land; a Formality which
we fee that even thofe of the highelt Ranks, Kmns and
Emperors not excepted, are f:-rnud to fubmit to. Amﬂng
all Ranks and Qualities of Pu-::-pIu, there are Women deep-
ly involved in Sin, and wholly negle&tful of almoft every
Chriftian Duty ; yet thofe of them who are fafhionable,
and would be counted to underftand themfelves, will, out
of Pride only, without any other Confideration, always
refufe to converle with any of their Sex that are openly
known to have forfeited their Honour. As by this Cau-
tion Strumpets are rendered defpicable, fo becomes their
Offspring, and all Baftards muft infallibly fuffer Shame and
!anummy, which prove fo often fatal to the Lives as well
as Fortunes of illegitimate Children.  But notwithftand-
ing all this, thofe who are fpurious, and born out of Wed-
lock, are only infamous in Comparifon to thofe who are
born in Wedlock, from the fame Parents, or others of
the fame Degree: The natural Son of a great Prince will
always have the Precedency of the moft leynmate Child
of a Peafant; from whence it is plain, that in a Country
where one Man was not to be confined to one Woman,
and Nobody was to be married, the Iflue of one Woman
would not be lefs honourable to the Father than the Iflue
of another, and confequently no Man could be awed by
that Ignominy and Reproach which with usare certainly
the chief, if not the only, Caufes of the little Provifion
you r:ﬂrnplam is glsm:ralljr made for the Offspring of For-
nication,

IT is not to be imagined, that Men or Women fhould
take lefs Care of their Offspring than other Creatures, if
they were not diverted from it by a more prefling Motive
than Brutesare capable of adting from. Avarice is fome-
times more powerful than the ftrongeft Ties of Nature;
and the Fear of Decath iufelf is overcome by the Fear of
Shame only : However cur Paflions may impole upon us,

Men
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Men generally love every Thimg for their own Sakes, and
Self-love is confpicious even in Suicide, The Love of ra-
tional Creatures to their Children, arifes not fo much from
a natural Inftin&, as is commonly imagined, and depends
very much on the Delight they take in, and the various
Comforts they receive from them: And if we would en-
ter into the true Caufe, why illegitimate Children are ge-
nerally more neglected than others;” we muft compare the
Scandal of having half a dozen Baftards, to the Applaufe
and Credit which People receive from the Education, and
all the good Qualities, of fo many lawful Children, and
we fhall find that it is altogether owing to the Shame and
Ignominy of il:, occafioned by a Cuftom which never could
be introduced into any Society before Marriage had been,
Time out of Mind, in Fafhion among them. 1 have
urged this fo far, to mak-:: it evident thal: you are miftaken
as to the End of Marriage; becaufe it would be abfurd to
imagine that Marriage was inftituted to prevent a Mifchief
which could have no Being, if People did not marry at ali.
Marriage then is of 2 more facred Original, and was infti-
tuted for Reafons more worthy the Holinefs of God, than
the procuring of temporal Felicity, the Good of S:}cmtv,
or any other political Confideration. Throughout the
Scriptures it is manifeft, that Goed has no greater - Averfion
to any Thing than Uncleannefs of all Surh ; 1t would be
inconfiftent with his Purity, that he thould fuffer rationzl
Creatures, made after his own Image, promifcuoufly to
mix themfclves with one another like Brute Beafts: For
this Reafon he has willed, that one Man fhould abide with
one Woman, and wice wverfa, till the Death of eithers
and, to render this Agreement for Life more folemn, he
has honoured it with that Inftitution which we call Mar-
riage; and the very firft Miracle our Blefled “Saviousr
wrought, when he was upon the Earth, you well know,
was at a Wedding.

FROM what has been faid it will eafily appear, that
the moft palpable End of Matrimony to be traced from
Holy Wiit, is to prevent the Sin of Uncleannefs ; that is,
hlndﬁ:r all PEUP]E in whom carnal Delires are ftirred up,
from FornicaTrion, SELF-PorLuTION, and other
Sorts of Defilements.  From this End of Mar.rimonyl
argue thus: Whatever, inftead of promoting, is deftruc-

tive
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tive to the facred End of Marriage, could never be required
from usby God; but the Forbearance you plead for is fuch,
ergo, it could never, &'c. As for Inftance : Could you ima-
gine that a young luftful Man, full of Health, after baving
lain four or five Weeks with a Woman he likes, {hould
now be more able to reftrain and curb his carnal Appetites,
than he was belore he had touched a Woman? Matrimony
at this Rate, inftead of rgndering People more chafte, fhould
ferve rather to whet their Luft, and prompt them on to all
Manner of Uncleanneis. If it be objeéted, thatalafting
Sicknefs of the Wife, or the long Abfence of a Husband,
to which moft Military, and all Seafaring Men are fubjeét,
may produce the (ame luconveniency, [anfwer, that there
1s a great Difference between Accidents and Misfortunes,
that may put a Stop to the Commerce between a Man and
his Wife, and a fettled Abftinence as it were entailed on
the State of Matrimony, and which you imagine all mar-
ried I’enple ought to comply with. Befides, the Sicknefs
of a Wife is a Calamity infli¢ted by the Hand of Ged an
the Husbgnd as well as herfelf, and may ferve to put both
i1 Mind of their Duty: And thofe who are expofed to
the Sea, or engaged in other perilous Enterprizes, may
even from thence reap Materials to fubdue Luft, and other
diforderly Paffions; and in thefe Cafes, to overcome-all
Femptation, they fhall have the exprefs Word of God to
afift them: The Hope of everlafting Glory may excite
them to the Obedience of the Divine Commands, as the
Fear of eternal Punithment may deter them fmm doing
Evil; for whether the Man or his Wife be fick or well,
preﬁ:nt or far off, the nuptial Vow, till the Death of eicher
feparates the Union, cannot be broke, and God’s Com-
mand againﬂ: Adultery is as plain as it is ftrict,

BUT what fhall we fay to a young Couple, both in
Health, that live in Peace and Harmony, and have been a
confiderable Time ftriving to render themfelves delightful
and endearing to each other? How fhall they pradtice
this Forbearance, when every Night, naked, they lie in
the fame Bed together, as moft mean People can make no
other Shifc? T'his to fome would be an infupportable
Temptation: But what Reafons, what Inducements, fhall
make them undergo this fevere Abftinence, or rather ex-

gruciate
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eruciate themfelves with this intolerable Penance ? What
Hope have they to excite them to this extraordinary Piece
of Purity, or what can frighten them from an imaginary
Sin, againft which there is no exprefs Command of God?
Nay, which Way fhall they imagine that to be a T'ranf-
greflion, concerning which the Scriptures are altogether
filent, both Old and New Teftament ?

I'T isinconfiftent with the Goodnefs, nay, the Juftice
of God, that any Aétion in his Eye fhould be fo heinous a
Sin as Sodomy, and that be, either by his Precept, or the
Example of Punifhment in others, thould not have warned
us againft it. There are many Duties incambent on mar-
ried People that are exprefsly commanded, and not fo eafily
obferved: The real Difliculties that may occur in that State
are fufhcient ; we need not, by being over nice, invent
any inore.

I AM of your Opinion, that there is a Decorum to be
obferved as to the Marriage-Bed ; and therefore think that
all Excefies and Indecencies, that are deftrutive either to
Health or Chaftity, are finful, and for this 1 have my
Warrant from Scripture; but ! likewife think that it can-
not be defiled without a third Perfon, and then my Senti-
ment is, that all {hameful Freedoms with others defile it
almoft equally with Adultery itlelf. The Compliment you
defign me, by fancying I have finer T houghts than to think
Marriage a Provifion for the Man’s Brutality, I cannotac-
cept of ; for I fincerely believe that State to be a lawful Re-
fuge to all who, from a Fault cither of their Conftitution,
or Manner of Living, find them{elves incapable of remain-
ing {ingle without Sin ; therefore I would not fcruple to call
Marriage a Provifion for Incontinence in either Sex,

BUT I am at a Lofs for the Meaning of the Word Bry-
tality 3 for if you give this Name to all Embraces in gene-
ral, you include the moft lawful ones, even thofe tending
only to Procreation, and then the Expreflion is very inju-
rious; but if you call fo all Commerce with Women aftet
they have conceived, or are pzit it, the Word is the moft
improper in the World ; for how can that be Brutality,
what Brutes are not wont to do?

1 WOULD




L %0 |

I WOULD not have you tell me, that what I fay
now fhews the Praflice to be againft Nature; and that
Men, always refining upon thl:ir Paffions, have, by their
Luxury, -warpt the very Bent of their natural Appetites,
and fo accuftomed themfelves to Enormities, which Beafts
themfelves are not guilty of. There is a vaft Difference
betwixt irrational Creatures and our own Species ; we may
often obferve the fame Operations in both from very differcnt
Pri:zciplfs. It is true, that the Females of moft Brutes pever
admit the Mules all the Time of their Pregnancy: But at
the Seafons when their procreative Appetite ftimulates them
to Coition, fuch a iument is ftirred up within them, as
advertifes all Males round them, and fome at a great Di-
ftance, of their Salacity. TheFemales that are affefted with
this are always cap.ible of being impregnated, and without
it no Male follicits them. I need not tell you that our Spe-
cies is deftitute of this Picce of Know ILJH:., but fhall only
obferve, that the very Want of this Inftinétin Men is ano-
ther Argument againft you : For isitto be imagined, that
God fhould have denied us a Faculty granted to Hrurt:ﬁ' if
it was of fo great a Concern to our et ternal Happinefs, as
this would be, if what you argue was true? Would it not
be clathing with the Divine Juftice, to have made an Ac-
tion heinoufly criminal, of which we are not fure whether
WE Commit it or no?

T HE Bufinefs of Conception is full of Uncertainty -
Many Women, even fuch as had been Mothers before,
have been impofled upon by Flatulencies, and other Ail-
ments, and thought themfelves with Child, and to be de-

fivered, when at Laft they have brought forth nothing but
Wind; others again have attrlhured that to Difeafes, for
Months together, which has been really owing to their be-
ing |mprﬁ'frnated and fallen in Labour before l:hey fufpeét-
ed themfelves to be with Child: And in fome the only
Sign to be relied on that Women have not conceived,
has continued to appear regularly all the Time of their
Pregnancy. Multitudes of Women likewife have bad
Reafon to think themfelves palt Child-bearing, and after
rhat brought fine Children into the World: Frem whence
it IS e--ldm t, that if what you condemn was fo heinous a

Sin
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Sinas Sodsmy, and by Every-body believed to be fuch, Pro”™
creation would fuffer very much. The Danger of com-
mitting f{o capital a Crime, would render good Pecple cau-
tious beyond Neceflity. The Uncertainty I have fpoke of
would raife a thoufand Scruples to obltruét the nuptial En-
joyments, and the Fear of having conceived already would,
inmany Cafes, hinder them from conceiving at all,

THERE is, in the Hiftory of the Old Teftament, like-
wife a Circumftance that feems to make againft you, and
which I would ferioufly have you to confider. If God has
willed, that Men fhould pradtife the Forbearance youurge,
it is not to be thought the Partriarchs, to whom God has,
from Time to Time, revealed himfelf in {o peculiar a
Manner, could have been ignorant of it, Abrabam then,
we will fay, was well acquainted with God’s Will as to
this Particular ; but how comes it that, in this Part of the
facred Hiftory, there is not the leaft Shadow.of Reafon to
make us believe, that Zbrabam had left off all carnal Com-
merce with Sarabh when it had ceafed with her to be after
the Manner of Women, but rather on the contrary ? For
had Abraham difcontinued the nuptial Embraces, there is
no doubt but he would have acquainted Sarab with the
Reafon of it, which alone would have been fuflicient
Ground for her ‘Disbelief, when the Angel foretold that
fhe was tohaveaSon. She knew that whenfhe was young,
and her Husband likewife in the Prime of his Age, and
there was no vifible Impediment why fhe fhould have no
Children, fhe had all along remained infertile, which made
her wonder how fhe thould now conceive, when {he had
fuch manifeft Tokens of being paft Child-bearing, and
her Husband alfo of a declining Age, and his Vigour much
diminithed: It was this that provoked her Laughter;
fhe was far from refleéting on the Forbearance of Abra-
ham’s Benevolence, and feemed rather, when the laughed,
‘conicious of the many fruitlefs Endeavours they had made
fince their Youth. It is likewile to be obferved, that
when Sarabh faid that her Lord was likewife old, fhe could
not mean that he was impotent by Age, add incapable of
performing the conjugal Rites: The contrary appeared
after Sarabh’s Death; for he married another Wife, and
had at leaft fix Children by Fzr, {fo that {he only called

; him
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him old in refpe& to his firlt Vigour, which certainly
was decrealcd.

BESIDES, if Sarab had the leaft Sufpician that it
was a Sin for Men to meddle with their Wives after they
were paft Child-bearing, fhe would never have alleged,
as a Reafon of her Unbelief, that her Lord likew:fe was
old; for if the Act itlelf had been an Indecency, a Thing
never practifed, what had it fignified whether Abrabam
was old or young.

WHEN, in the Beginning of this Letter, I allowed
the Embraces you condemn to be fruftraneous, I would
not be underftood as to Procreation, for elfe it is manifeft
they are of great Ufe to Society ; they are the Bond of
conjugal Amity, and by their Meansa thoufand little Dif-
ferences and petty Quarrels are made up between a Man
and his Wife, which without them would become wide
Breaches, and often render the married Couple for ever ir-
reconcileable, That (as you fay ) they only center in the
Pleafure of Senfe, 1s true, but fo does Mufic, yet it isnot
forbid us. What I fay of SELF-PorLrLuTiION, you
would apply to this, which is wrong. SevrLF-Porru-
TI0N is not Murder, becaufe what is wafted might prove
a Child ; if it were, all No¢TuRNAL PoLLUTIONS,
which No-body can prevent, would be fo many Mur-
ders; but, becaufe the Seed is wafted in a finful Manner,
it is a Crime which God hath punithed with Death,
T"his ought not to be confounded with an Action which
God allows of, if not encourages.

BESIDES, from the Time the Woman has conceived
till the is brought to Bed, and got up again, the procrea-
tive Faculty of the Man is of no Ufe; the fame may be
faid when the Wife is paft Child-bearing: T herefore itis
plain, what I have faid before, that the Forbearance you
commend would deftroy the End of Matrimony, as it is
manifeftly explained by St. Paul/; for after he had told
the Corinthians, That 1t was good for a Man not to touch
a Waman, be goes on thus, Neverthele/s, fo avoid For-
nication, let every Man have his own IWife, and let every

/¥aman have ber own Husband, The Apoitle name:zhe
nd
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End of Marriage to them, to avoid Fornication; and as
he knew very well, that the Ceremony, or having the
Name of being married, would not fuffice for this, but
that the only Means to keep People chafte, and hinder
them from Fornication, was carnal Copulation, and even
the frequent Pratice of it; therefore he adds, Let the
Husband render to the Wife due Benevolence, and likewife
alfs the WWife unto the Husband. He fpeaks of it asa Duty
which both owe to each other, and ought never to be neg-
leCted but by a common Confent; and that only for a
little while, and a religious Purpofe: Defraud ye not one
another, except it be with Confent for a Time, that ye may
give yourfelves to Fafling and Prayer ; and come together
again, that Satan tempt you not for your Incontinency.

IF what you induce us to believe, at the Clofe of your
Letter, concerning your Sex, be true, and the Scruple
you propofe, and which feems to gravel you, be real, then,
Madam, I am perfuaded you are convinced of your Error
before now ; and I would not have taken fo much Pains,
or been (o diffufive on this Subject, was I not aflured that
the fame Difliculty is often ftarted, and the fame Argu-
ments ufed by Libertines, and other lewd Profligates, to
perplex confcientious People: For the openly Wicked,
who neither can, nor endeavour to, hide their own evil
Courfes, are always pleafed when they have an Oppor-
tunity, by the leaft Shew of Reafon, to infinuate, as if
all Men were bad alike, and the fobereft Part of the World
no better than themfelves.

I BEGAN my Letter by telling you, that I thought no
Part of Uncleannefs, relating to the married State, hadany
Affinity with the Sin of ON AN ; but I have fince confider-
edbetter of it, and am aflured, that thereare marrird Per-
fons who commit a heinous Sin to God, by fruftrating
what he has appointed for the Multiplication of our Spe-
cies, and are commonly fuch as think Children come too
faft, and diftruft Providence for their Maintenance and
Education. They indulge themfelves in all the Pleafures
of Senfe, and yet would avoid the Charges they might oc-
cafion; in order to which, they do what they can to

hinder Conception: What I mean is, when the Man,
M2 by
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by a eriminal untimely Retreat, difappoints his Wife's
as well as his own Fertility. This is what truly may
be called a fruftraneous Abufe of their Bodies, and muit
be an abominable Sin: Yet it is certain, that Thoufands
there are, in the married State, who provoke and gratify
their Luft asfar as is confiftent with this their deftru@ive
Purpofe, and no farther. :
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" To the Author of ONANIA.

85 1Ry

HAVE carefully perufed your Edition of ONANIA,
and [ take it to be the beft Rule of Cha/lity that ever
was penned; but yet Tmuff trouble you to know, if the bef?
general Rule that ever was prefcribed does not admit of
an Exception? or, If there be nat fome Cafes of mere Ne-
ceffity for which there is no Law? Becaufe if there be,
Ithink my Cafe tobe one of them, which, Sir, I /ball make
bold torelatets you, prefuming upon your Goodnefs for your
Fudgment inthis Affair.  Sir, when was firft married,
{ was a fetiled Houfe-kecper in the Country for about
wo or three Years, during which Time I had three Chil-
dren, when through Misfortunes, and Want of Friends,
fwas obliged to quit my Houfe and go to Service, and now
{ find it the greateft Difficulty in the World to provide
for my Wife and the one Child God has been pleafed to
leave me, even when I have full Bufinefs, and [ am very
Liable to be out of Bufine/s, fa that upon a Halt, or in
Cafe of Sicknefs, we are drove to the lafi Extremity of
Want. Now, Siry this melancholy View, which might
be much more aggravated, drove us by Corfent upon the Ex-
pedient you generally and jufftly condemn in your Anfwer
to the Lady’s Letter. My Conftience [eems to clear me of
ONAN’s Crime; for what he did was out of Spite and
fll-will, and contrary to an exprefs Command of raifing
up Seed to his Brother, in Centradiélion to the Method of
our Redemption, whereas mine is pure Necelfity, in ?‘é,’fﬁ'-‘ff;
| bot!
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both of Body and Soul; and I am farther confirmed from
the two t'q/f Verfes of the xivth Chapter to the Romans.
It is true, if we were to live afunder it might be left off 3

but then again, our Circumflances will not fo well allow of

that, befides the Jealoufies and Diftrufls that may arife,
even in the lofing of that conjugal Affeclionwhich we ought
totake allthe Care intheVorld topreferve. Now, Sir, by
this you fee my own Thoughts upon the Matter, but I fball
Jufpend my final Fudgment, hoping that the fame Cha-
rity that moved you to write your Book of ONANIA, will
likewife induce you to give me your Opinion in this Matier,
1 being fully refolved to do what is moft agreeable to God's
Word ; and if I am cleared by you, .!_/?J:;f;’ think myfelf
obliged to keep this as a Secret from the Warld, according
to the aforementioned Text. [ have no more to add, anly
to ask your Pardon, Sir, for troubling you thus, yet flill
boping, that wherein you perceive me in an Error you
will, out of Chriflian Charity, inform me, and your
bumble Servant will for ever ik himfelf abf:gsd to
pray, &c,

A T
Zhe "A N'S§'WE R,

R 8
W HETHER the Cafe you fent me be really your

own, or a fi¢titious one, [ fhall notinquire into. If
you imagined it would be difficult to reflolve your Doubts,
and the Queftion you propofe would puzzle me, you was
miftaken: My Anfwer, therefore, fhall be plain and
decifive, and what 1 think Every-body ought, at firft
View, to judge of your Cafe, without Hefitation.

WHAT is a2 manifeft Offence to God, knowingly
and wilfully committed, no Circumftance in the World
can make indifferent or excufeable, and confequently

the Practife you own yourfelf guilty of is an abomina-
ble

[
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ble Sin. What you fay of your Induftry, and the Pre-
carioufnefs of your Bufinefs, I muft take upon Truft;
but it is odd that your Earnings thould be fo nicely fuf-
ficient to keep yourfelf, your Wife, and one Child, and
no more; and I do not queftion, was I acquainted with
your Manner of Living, but that I fhould preferibe fuch
an Occonomy as would make the fame Income ferve
another Child or two. He that cannot afford a fine
Cloth may wear a Frize. Befides, you have only fpoke
of your own Endeavours for a Livelihood, you have faid
nothing of your Wife; when People are neceffitous,
they ought to affift each other: Was fhe bred a Gentle-
woman, fhe may turn her Hands to twenty Things to
get a Penny, without Difparagement; if not, fhe ought
not to think herfelf above mean Labour, and fervile
Employments. -

THE Fear you feem to Labour under of coming to
Want, inftead of leflening does but aggravate your
Guilt, by the open Diftruft you difcover of God’s Pro-
vidence. Thoufands of People, that live from Hand
to Mouth, and bardly ever are worth a Month’s Pro-
vifion beforehand, are daily feen, and that for a long
Continuance, to have a Child every Year, and bring
up five or fix of them, by their own Induftry, with
LContent and Alaciity. We ought, in the Fear of God,
to exert ourfelves the beft we can for the Maintenance
of our Families, and to expe& a Blefling upon our ho-
neft Endeavours, without murmuring; for after all,
we muft ftay God’s Time; and tho’ for many Years
we have undergone Hardfhips, and even wanted feveral
of the Comforts of Life that are looked upon as neceflary,
we muft never defpair. When a good Chriftian looks
upon the Omnipotence of God, and his unfearchable
Wifdom, it will infpire him with a Confidence, that
Providence will take care of him at all Events, though
himlelf is not able to forefee the Way or Method by
which he is to be drawn from the Labyrinth of his
Troubles.

ANOTHER Thing I wonder at is, that you never
have refieCted on yourfelf for the criminal Pradlice you
live



[ 87 ]

live in; but unlefs we imagine the World is governed
by wild Chance, we have Reafon to expeét Geod’s
Blefling on our Undertakings more when we live con-
form to his Will and Commands, then when we at
contrary to him, and contra& an Habit of Sinfulnefs.

THIS, I think, is a fufficient Anfwer to your Let-
ter ; which, if it be truly fincere, my Advice to you is
this: In the firft Place, humble yourfelf (as fhould
alfo your Wife, as fhe is a Sharer in the Guilt) before
God, and repent of your Sins; in the next, never fepa-
rate from one another without Neceflity, and make Ule
of the Marriage-Bed for every Purpofe God, in his wife
Providence, has ordained it.

P.S. T would have left this Anfwer with the Book-
feller in T'ime, according to your Requeft, had I
not thought that it might become more ufeful by
being publithed. You will obferve, that in your
Pofticript I have omitted the two initial Letters I
was dire&ed to, and confequently, that its being
made public will not interfere with the Secrecy
you defired.

9 o
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The two following Letters, from two feveral
Perfonq came to my Hands upon their
eading the former Edition.

To the Author of O N ANITA,

9 I R, London, Dec. 31, 1729.

I AM one of the many young Men who have read over

your ONANIA, and can aflfure you, it was with no
wor[}:a Defign than to be acquainted with the Nature of
the Sin, and the Confequences of it, both with Refpe&
of the Souls and Bodies of fuch as live in the PraQlice ofit.
I muft be {o free as to own, your Performance does not,
in fome Refpeéts, anfwer my Expeétations, though in
others I acknowlcge it goes beyond Lhr:m*

I CAN very eafily believe, that all thefe frightful Con-
fequencesof SELF-PoLLuTION, which you “enumerate
in your fecond Chapter, are the ‘natural Efe@s of that
bale Praétice, when either begun very young, or repeated
very often ; 3 but when the Aétion wants thefe Circum-
ftances, as is very common, the Fruits of it will neceffa-
rily be lefs difmal: To this I qn.tﬂmn not but you will
agree; but, as to what follows, I have Reafon to belicve
you and I differ in our ]udgmmts.

THE Sinof Mafturbatien, when committed by a heal-
thy Perfon, grown up to twenty or twenty-one Years, and
then but feldom, I take to be lels h=inous than Fornication.
But you fay, Page 7. Haw can g Perfon be more fuper-

latively
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latively unclean, than when beisguilty of SELF-PoLLy-
T10oN¢ Ihope,Sir, youdo notbegin tofufpe& me tobe an
Advocate for the Sin you writeagainft, but much lefsam [
for Fornication. I muft confefls, you have taken a great
deal of Care to exprefs yourfelf, in your ONANIA, fo a5
not to excite any filthy Imaginations in the Minds of your
Readers; and the only Danger that I canapprehend may
accruetoanyonethatperufesit is, left your feeming topre-
fer Uncleannefs with thedifferent Sex beforethat withone’s
Self fhould tempt fome young Perfons, who have never yet
knownanyother Kindof Uncleannefsbut thelatter, toex-
change it for that greater Sin of Fornication. IfI may judge
by the ferious Air of your Writing, I{hould think you had
nofuch Defign; but yet thereare {everal Expreffionsin your
T reatife which, tome, feem to look this Way: Befides the
Place cited above, I thall only take Notice of one other of
this Nature, whichis this, Let us once fuppofe what fome raw
1gnorant People do, who imaginethatthis(viz. SELF-PoL-
LUTION)iseonlyafilly Praélice; thatthereisno fuch Harm
inity and, if itbhe a Sin, it is lefs criminal than Fornica-
tiony let us, I fay, fuppofe this, though not grant it: 1
freely own myfelf one of thofe raw ignorant People, who
imagine what you will not grant ; and fince I know none
properer to apply to than yourfelffor better Information,
and feeing there are fome others whofe Imaginations are
poflefled with the fame wrong Notion, I hope you will
not refufe to give us ftill farther Light in this Matter,

THERE is another Thing in your Treatife which, at
prefent, I differ from you in, viz. ThatSELF-PoLLu-
TI1ON is Murder. I know this Tenet agrees very well
with the Doétrine of Traduétion; and I fee not how it
can be maintained without having Recourfe to that Hypo-
thefis. Your Anfwer to the Lady’s Letter I can readily
fall in with, except where it thwarts what I have declar-
ed to be my Sentiments as above.

UPON the whole, Sir, it appears to me very probable,
that your Performance has been gf good Service to many,
and that the Defign you had in View, when you compofed
it, has, in fome Meafure, been obtained ; I fincerely wifh
and hope, that not fo much as one fingle Perfon has e¢x-
perienced that Danger which an unwary Reader may be

N brought



[ 90 ]

brought into, by fomething you have [aid about one Par-
ticular, which I have already given you a Hint of.

AND now, Sir, having given you my Remarks, and
Opinion of ON AN1A,allow me to give you the chief Rea-
fon of my putting you to the T rouble of this Letter, which
is, in fhort, this: T'here are fome Circumf{tances in my
own Cafe, which, though they might properly enough have
come under your Confideration of SELF-PoLLUuTION,
are not, as I remember, taken Notice of in your Difcourfe
upon that Subject; you will foon perceive what thefe Cir-
cumftances are, from the Account I fhall now give you of
myfelf.

I AMa young Man, about three-and- twenty, was hap-
pily ignorant what ON AN1A meant, till Tarrived at twen-
ty-one. My Conftitution, even from my Infancy, was
ftrong and hcalthy, from the Commencement of Youth
very amorous and paflionate, fo that it was rather thought
the Influence of a religious Education, than any perfonal
acquired Virtue, or natural Temper, that I attained to
Manhood without any criminal Knowledge, either of a
Woman or myfelf: But, alas! If{oon after this found out
the hurtful Secret of ejecting theSemen fine ufu femine,and
thefe two Years have praétifed it, fometimes more, and
fometimes lefs frequently ; but never yet fo often (for any
Thing I can now defcern)astodo my Body anyDiskindnefs
by ir, for which, fince I read your Piece, 1think myfelf to
have infinite Caufe of Thankfulnefs. Scruples about the
Lawifulnefs of the Action have often exercifed my Mind,
both immediately before and after Commiffion. I have
fometimes forbore fo long, that not only a very great Un-
ealinefs, but, as I feared, fome lllnels or Diftemper was
coming upon me for Want of that Evacuation, which, as
foon as performed, brought Relief; and though, for the
moft Part ([ muft confefs) I practifed this Filthinefs, for the
Sake of that pleafling Thrtillation which accompanies the
A&, yetatother Times1 did it upon a more rational Ac-
count. I look upon the Imagination which often go along
with, and always facilitates the Operation, to contain the
greateft Part of its Sinfulnefs; and have thought I might al-
low myfelfin it, could [ but feparate the Altion from thofe
its ufual Attendants, which 1 have experienced to be very

pofiible,
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poflible. Thave fometimesbeen afraid left violent Tnclina-
tions fhould prompt me to repeat the Fa& ftill oftener as 1
grow older ; but, for fome T'ime paft, have notonly refolv-
ed againft this, but have ufed it feldomer than aforetime.
One Thing you will join with mein wonderingat, which
is, that I find in myfelf as ftrongan Inclination to Marriage,
if not ftronger than before I began with Mafturbation ; and
were it not for my Circumftances, which render it as yet
imprudent for me to profels myfelf an humble Servant,
fome Fair One or other fhould very foon be a Witnels how
paflionately, and conftantly too, I canlove. Ican trulyaf-
firm, that but few ifany young Men have a more highand
honourable Opinion of Matrimony than myfelf; and I
hope, in a fhort Time, effetually to be cured of all Temp-
tationsof finful Self-Converfation, by that lawfuland com-
mendable Receipt, a Wife: Buttill fuch a happy Time ar-
rive I fhall gladly be your Pupil, and take any Methods you
thall convince me to be proper for my Cafe.

IF you fhall pleafe, in your next Edition, to make fuch
Enlargements, as I doubt not you are convinced there is
Room for, and fhall particularly take my Cafe into your
Confideration, you will thereby not only do me aconfider-
able Kindnefs (which I have not the Vanity to think wor-

thy your Pains) but alfo to a great many others, whofe
Circumftances, with relation to this Matter, may either
be the fame, or vary but little from that of,

8 I:R,
Your Obedient

Humble Servant,

G. ¥.

N2 The
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The A NSWER.

5 I R,

AS your Letter feems to be wrote with an Air of Sin-
cerity, fo I have weighed it thorovghly, and fhall give
it a fuitable Anfwer. T he firft I {hzll take Notice c-f is,
that you never was guilty of SELF-PoLLuTION before
you wasarrived to the Age of Manhood ; that you commit
itbut feldom ; that it hasnot impaired your Strength, nor
Inclination to the other Sex ; and that you have Reafon to
believe, that, if your Circumftances did not hinder you
from thinking of Matrimony, you would make a very vi-
gorous Husband : From all which I am willing toconclude
with you, that it is probable, as you are of a ftrong Confti-
tution, this Practice may hitherto not have done any Inju-
ry to your bodily Health. You own, that Scruples about
the Lawfulnefs of the A&tion have often exercifed your
Mind; that fometimes you have forbore fo long, that not
only a very great Uneaime{s, but, as you feared, fome 111-
nefs or Diftemper was coming upon you for Want of that
Evacuation, which, as foon as performed, brought Relief,
Y ou confefs likfl’lr'lﬁl‘, that you praétifed this Filthinefs, for
the moft Part, for the Sake of that pleafing T itillation that
accompanies the A&t; but add, that at other T'imes you
have done it on a more rational Account, As th,. latter
can only relate to your Care for the Prefervation of your
Health, and there are two Perfons more that defire my Ad-
vice upon that Head, I defign to be diffufive on the Sub-
ject, and treat of it fo amply, that what I fhall fay of it
will be fufficient to anfwer not only yours, and the two
following Letters, but every Thing elfe that can be rea-
fonably asked on that Score.

THERE are two Veflels that are called Spermatic Ar-
teries,
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‘teries, that, a little below the Emulgents, {pring from the
Aorta. At their Beginning they are very fmall, and on-
ly admit of the fineft and moft balfamic Part of the Blood,
which they carry to the Teflicles, and what is not made
Ule of there the Spermatic Veins carry back into the
Cava, The Subftance of the Teflicies confifts in the
Foldings of feveral fmall or foft Tubes, difpofed in fuch
a Manner, that, if they could be feparated one from
another without breaking, they might be drawn out ta
a great Length. 1In thefe the Blood is made into Seed,
which is further elaborated and purified in the Epidydi-
mides, from whence, by the Vafa deferentia, it is car-
ried into the Veficule Seminales, where it is laid up till,

by Contraétion of thofe Vzficulz, it is carried thrc:-ufrh
the Prsfiate into the Urethra, and forced through the
Caput Galinaginis, which hinders the involuntary Run-
ning of it. The oftener thele Veficule Seminales are
emptied, the more Work is made for the Tefficles, and
confequently the greater Confumption of the fineft and
moft balfamic Part of the Blood. When we are come
to Manhood, and often before, and as long as our Vigour
and Fertility laft, thefe /¢ficulee, when they are filled, and
become very turgid, are, by the Force of Imagination,
eafily contracted in our Sleep, and evacuate the §eed con-
tained in them. Thofe that make no Ufe of Women or
Mafturbation, have this Difcharge once a Week, of often-
er, others not once a Fortnight, and fome are feveral
Months without ; and the Frequency of it depends very
much on Conftitution, Manner of Living, and the Em-
ployment of Fancy whililt we are awake.

I'T was neceflary to premife thus much, before I could
treat intelligibly of the Retention of the Seed, the poifon-
ous Quality of which is fo magnified by fomce Authors.
T'he Milchief to be apprehended from it muft either pro-
ceed from the Seed already made and contained in the
Veficule Seminales, or elfe the fine nutritious Particles
fit to make Seed of, that through the Spermatic Arte-
ries can find noEntrance into the Teflicles already filled,
and through the Spermatic Veins, are forced back into
the Mals of Blood. The firft, I confefs, i1s a Diftem-
per, as much as the Want of all other Secretions; but
then it is fo rare, that not one in Ten thoufand is ever

troubled



[ 94 ]

¢roubled with it. 'Whiltt Men are in fuch Health and
Vigour, that Seed is copioully produced in them; it Is
hardly poffible that NocTuRNAL PorLruTionsfhould
not procure them as much Evacuation as Nature re-
quires: For eveningood Men, that guard themfelves a-
gainft Concupilcence, and who, whilft they are awake,
fuffer not their Fancy to rove on the other Sex, we find
that the very Diftention of the Veflels, and Ripencfs of
the Seed, have fuch an Influence on the animal Spirits,
as, in Spite of Piety and Devation, to procure fuch Dreams
that {hall occafion the Difcharge I fpeak of often, to their
areat Afiliction. DBut let us fuppofe a Man really labour-
ing under fuch a Retention, and attually fuffering the ill
Conlequences of it, as Dimnefs of Sight, Vertigoes, Dul-
zefs, and Melancholy, whofe Circumftances hinder him
from converfing lawfully with a Woman, I cannot fee
why he fhould not look on this in the fame Manner as
be would upon any other AfHlition fent him by the Hand
of Ged, either for Trial or Chaftifement: Let him ap-
ply bimfelf to a skilful Phyfician, and I can aflure him,
that there never was a Diftemper produced in a2 Body,
otherwife healthy, a femine diutius retents, that was not,
or might not be, eafily cured by Diet or Exercife, and
perhaps a little Bleeding. I write to Chriftians, and fuch
as value their eternal Welfare beyond all other Conli-
derations.  Should a Man pamper his Body, and indulge
him{clf in Sloth and Idlenefs, when he is complaining of
Ailments of Repletion, he would be the Caufe of his own
Diforder himfeif, If a Man is fincere in his Religion,
would he not rather abftain from rich Meats and ftrong
Nourifhment, and, by hard Labour and Fafting, mortify
his Fleth, than wilfully offend God to obtain the fame
Ends? Not to run counter to fo many Men of great Parts
and Erudition. I have allowed, that it is poffible that Dif-
empers may proceed a femine diutins retento, but I have

Reafon to fufpect, that what is generally afcribed to that
€ aule 1s owing to fomething elfe.  The fame Diftempers
that are charged to the retentio feminis, are oftener ob-
ferved in young Widows, and married Women after 3
lang Abfence from their Husbands, than they are in Men;
and we are {o well affured from all modern Difcoveries
@ Azatomy, that Women have no Seed; and it is plain,
thag
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that Diftempers cannot proceed from a Retention of the
‘Thing they have not.

BUT let us try another Way, and affert, that by the
Retention of the Seed is to be underftood the Retention of
what fhould have been made into Seed, thofe balfamic Par-
ticles that through the Spermatic Arteriescan find no En-
trance into the 7¢/licles, every Thing being replete there,
and muft be thrown back again into the whole Mafs of
Blood. If we examine this thoroughly, and lay all the
Fault on the finer nutritious Particles, that, for Want of
this Evacuation, are in too great a Quantity retained in
the Blood, we fhall find that nothing is more clafhing with
Experience. Letusmind the Generality of Mankind, and
1t will appear, that the lefs they are addiéted to Fenery, the
longer they preferve themfelves in Health and Vigour-
See, upon this Head, the Colloguium Senile of Evafmus, who
will tell you, that thofe who live very chafte, in their old
Age retain their Strengthand Memory, and the Ufe of all
their Senfes, more efpecially their Sight, longer, and are
more free from Wrinkles and Baldnels, and every Way
lefs decrepit than others. In Eunucbslikewife, every Par-
ticle of the ballamic Blood, that enters into the Spermatic
Arteries, is flung back upon the whole Mafs of it, and it
is certain that they have no Evacuation at all; yet they
arecommonly long- lived, and their Senfes more ex quifite,
and are, with the fame Temperance, abundantly lefs fub-
je& to Diftempers than thofe who have not loft their Viri-
lity, infomuch that, from a Principie of Epicurifm, Men
have voluntarily undergone Caffration to enjoy thofe Ad-
vantages. A Stone-horfe, that hasbeen well difciplined,
and kept till he is nine or ten Years old, without ever
Leaping a Mare, as T houfands there arein England, after
that difcovers hardly any Defire after the Females of his
Kind, which otherwife he is not eafily turned from, Here
is 2 Retention of the Seed in both Acceptations, and yet
where the Breed of Feeding and the Ufage are both equal,
they have rather more Strength and Mettle, and are more
capable of bearing Fatigues, without being more lizble to
Diftempers, than Mares or Geldings of the fame Age and
Size., How comesit, that the poifonous Steams of the Seed

evaporating from it for fo many Years, have no perceptible
Influence
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Influence upon them? Ifyou anfwer me, T hat the Mif-
chicefs occafioned by the Retention of Seed in yourfelf are
prevented in a Stone-horfe, from the Inoftenfivenefs of
what he eats or drinks, and the hard Labour he undergoes,
you happily point at the Remedy yourfelf, a low Diet and
ftrong bkxercile; which I am certain you will readily and
chearfully comply with, if your alas! where you complain
of having found out the kurtful Secret, be fincere, and the
Practice you live in be in Reality as filthy, in your Opi-
nion, as you ewn it to bz in your Letter; and I dare en-
gage, that whoever will but make Trial, and perfift in
this Method for fome Time, will find it as effetually as
he could wifh it; efpecially if the other Means to preferve

Chaftity, that are to be met with in this Treatife, be like-
wife fully made Ufe of,

I HAVE now before me that Part of your 5 tter,
where you apprehend, that my feeming to preferUn€lean-
nefs with the different Sex, before that with one’s Self,
fhould tempt fome young Perfons, who have never yet
knownany Kind of Uncleannefsbut thelatter,to exchange
it for that greater Sin of Fornication. I am obliged to you
for giving me this Opportunity of explaining myfelf on
this Head, though I am not of your Opinion, that for-
aication is a greater Sin than SELF-PorLrLuTION; and
what you allege asa Reafon of it, that the firft is an Ac-
tion commited by two, is but little better than Sophiftry.
A Man who debauches a Virgin, or any other innocent
‘Woman, adds to the Sin of Fornication, by being a Seducer
and Tempter to Wickednefs, and has perhaps vaftly more
to anfwer for befides, according as the Circumftance ma

be: But whena Fatis perpetrated by two that are equally
guilty, the moft that can be faid of itis, that each of them
bears the Burden of the whole Crime. A Man cannot
commit Fornication without a Woman, nor a Woman
without a Man, It isa Compound, a Sin that has no Ex-
iftence, unlefs two Perfons are engaged in it. If three
Rogues,by Agreement, break open and roba Houfe, which
it would havebeen impracticable to doby a lefs Number, it
is certain that every one of them is guilty of the Burglary,
whatever Part he actedinthe Villainy ; but hisCrimeisnot

greater
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greater for having two Companions, thanif each of them
had robbed fingly.

BUT be that as it will: You think Fornication worfe
than SELF-PorLruTion; I will never hinder nor con-
tradict you, as long as you equally zbftain from both, and
I fhall never differ with any Man about Things that are
immaterial. Whilft we agree that both are abominable
in the Sight of God, and confequently to be relizioufly
avoided, I will not lofe one Moment in difputing which
is the moit heinous of the two. My Bufinefs is to pro-
mote Chaftity and Virtue in general: I would fortify E-
very-body if [ could againft Concupifcence, the Sin of the
Flefh, and with all the wholefome Advice I am capable
of giving, affift them in fubduing the Sting of Luft, and
all filthy Inclinations.

IF I have faid any T hing#hat hasgiven the leaft Handle
to any of my Readers to think that I look upon Fernica-
tion as a venial Sin, in Comparifon to SELF-PoLLuTI-
ON, or that I would decry the one to encourage the other,
which is ftill more abominable, Iam heartily forry for it,
and can affure them, that whoever has conftrued me in
that Manner hasbeen moft miferably miftaken; and that
neither yourfelf, nor any other, may be fo again for the
future, 1 folemnly declare, that the Height of my Wifhes
is to deter both Sexes from Impurity of every Kind, and
all Manner of Uncleannefs, without Exception. The
Reafon why I have faid fo lttle of Furnication, and fo
much againft SELF-PoLrLuTi1oN, I thought would have
been obvious to the meaneft Capacity: 1 treat of the one
ex profeffa, and not of the other. T hereare many well-
wrote Books againft 7#haredom and Adultery,and a T hou-
fand good Thil]&}:} have been faid to der'E‘EdI.L' them, which
I heartily approve of; but the Uncleannefls with one’s Self,
which I write againft, bas never been touched upon yet
by any able Pen, at leaft not inteiligibly, or fo much to the
Purpofz, that any Good may be expeéted from it. I made
Choice of this Subjeét, becaufe the Society ftood in Need
of it ; and I thought that nothing was actually more want-
ed. It would be very deplorable, if young and ignorant
People thould for ever remain without Warmng and A-

fiftance againft fo powerful and f{o treacherous an Enemy
O as
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as SELF-PorruTion. Both Sexes, efpecially Youth,
are in greater Danger of it, than they can be faid to be of
any other Tranfgreflion; and there are more and ftronger
Temptations in it, than in any other Species of Impurity ;
nay, there is no Sin that has fo many. The kind of Obfta-
cles that may hinder, and for ever keep them from Forni-
cation, are innumerable. Some great Boys, though bred
in fober Families, have vicious Inclinations, yet are fo
bafhful, that they dare not ask a Woman the Queftion,
nor fo much as fhew their Defires.  Some Girls are full
of Luft within, yet by Education made fo modeft, that they
would not fuffer a Man to touch them for the World :
Others more forward are fo well watched, that they can
never get an Opportunity of being zlone with the Perfon
they would yield to. Many young Fellows can get no
Money to give to Harlots,and Abundance are too covetous
to part with it, though their Defires to deal with them be
never foimpetuous. The Fear of Pregnancy in one Sex,
Children to maintain in the other, difobliging of Parents,
and other Relations; the Lofs of Reputation, Shame to
undergo Difeafes, and fifty T hings more, are the happy
Impediments by which lewd People, if they have any
Forefight, or common Prudence, are daily, againft their
Will, prevented from hearkening to the Inftigation and
Enticements of unlawful Love.

BUT what is it that could reftrain the Youth, and
others, ofeither Sex, from SELF-PoLLuTION, if they
imagined that it coulddo them nobodily Injury,and had no
Notion that it was an Offenceto God! When weare fure
to be out of Sight, and the Hearing of all the World, Mo-
defty never affects us; and it isimpofiible to be bafhful by
one’s Sclf, and thercfore nothing can be more enfnaring
than a Satisfaltion that may be procured without any Bo-
dy’s Afliftance, Leave, or Knowledge, by the Poor as well
as Rich; and no Careof Parents, or Watchfulnefs of Guar-
dians, can ever keep Youth from a Pleafure to be had with -
out Fearor Trouble, atany Hourin the Four-and-twenty,
one Day as well asanother, either Up or a Bed, and which
to enjoy they want nothing but to be alone, and hardly
that when itisdark, This Sin then exceeding all ethers
in Point of Danger and Temptation, all the Art of Elo-

quence, and I'igures of Rhetoric, are hardly {ufficient to
aATim
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arm Men againft, and frighten them from it. T kave no
Faith in the Dotrine of Traduétion, and am of Opinion,
that God gives a new Soul to every human Body ; and yet
I believe that I may call SELF-PoLLyuTiION, inour fex,
Murder, without Exaggeration. Every Emiflion of Seed
might, if properly applied, have been the Caufe of Preg-
nancy, and confequently of a Child. Ido not forget what
I have faid in my Anfwer to the Lady’s Letter, where I
denied that thole Emiffions which are made in our Sleep,
ora Man’s converfing with his Wife after Pregnancy, are
to be deemed Afurder; but I fhewed that the one was a
lawful Aétion, not difpleafing to God, and that the other,
being involuntary, could never be counted a Fault of our’s:
But this Excufe cannot be made for wilful SELF-PorLu-
TI10N, which is an Action highly difpleafling to Almighty
God, as appears from the Punifhment of ONAN; and
whatever Mifchief a Man is the Occalion of, though not
defignedly, whilft he is employed in an unlawful Aétion,
is always conftrued in the worft Senfe. It is poflible, that
an able Phyfician, in a difficuit and cbfure Cafe, may
miftake the Diftemper, and, by a wrong Method of Cure,
fhorten the Life of his deareft Friend; this is, at the
Worft, but Erronea Praxis; but if wilfully he pre-
{cribes what is noxious, with an ill Defign upon any
one’s Life, then it is Praxis mala, and ipfo faéle, he com-
mits Murder, whether the Patient lives or dies.

1 AM of your Opinion, that the greateft Part of the
Sinfulnefs in SELF-PoLLuTION confifts in the impure
Imaginations that go along with, and always facilitates the
Operation; but that you can feparate the A&ion from
thole ufual Attendants, as you affirm, I cannot eafily be-
lieve. If we examine ourlelves we fhall find, thatweare
all very apt to fet falfe Gloffes on the Motives of our Achi-
ons, and give more eafy Conftrutions to the {everal Gra-
tifications of our Appetites, than for the greateft Part they
deferve: Therefore let me conjure you intirely to leave
off this filthy Practice; no Excufes or Evafions can ever
render an A&ion warrantable, that, in itfelf, is finful. If
you are {incere in faying, that you gladly will be my Pu-
pil, and follow any Method you fhall be convinced of to be
proper in your Cafe, I beg of you to try the Means I have
prefcribed in this Anfwer, with Refolution and Affiduity,

O 2 and
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and T am confident, that, after a little Time, you will
chearfully comply with rhem and find yourfelfable, with-
out the leaft I}L riment to your Health on that Score, to
withitand thofe craving Importunities of Nature, and ab-
{aih from all Feneredl Pleafures, till you can lawfully
enjoy them; to which when your Circumftances will
any-ways let you, as your Conftitution feems to require
the Ufe of « Woman, give me Leave to advife you, the
fooner the better.

Eﬂﬁ{q?gh‘:‘ﬂt\. ‘} l'-:_ G"ﬂﬁ" _J
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To the Authorof ON AN JT A,

d

g IRy - St. James’s, June 14, 1733.

OUR little Book having wrought in me a thorough Con-
viclion, and Reformation alfo, I had whelly abflained
from the Praétice by you therein fo juflly condemned, for the
Space of near three Months, when fuddenly little fine Blad -
ders barke out in the thin Skin of my Groin, on each Side the
Scrotum; @ continual Hebetudo Cerebri, fometimes ac-
companied with a Vertigo, feized on me; 1alfo had an
itching [corbutic Humour all over my Skin, whichwas fol-
lowed by a yellow Morphew, Jpreading itfelf all over my
Body. This [purred me on to inquire after the Caufe of
thefe many and (to me) uncommon Maladies. Ariftotle
Jays, Coitus alleviat corpus aufert multas &.gntudmes
animi, Quia (fays be) expellit fumum fpermatis de Cere-
bro, & expellit materiam apoftematicam, The learned
Scotus writes thus, Ex dimiflione Coitus, caufatur tene-
brofitas Oculorum, Vertigo Capitas, unde Sperma viri
. ultra debitum tempus retentum, convertitur in Vene-
num. And that great Mafler of Natural Philsfophy,
my Lord Bacon, ufes thofe very Wards. Furthermore, the
Abftinence or Intermiffion of the Ufe of Venus, in moift
and well habituate Bodies, breedeth a Number of Difeaf-
¢s, and more efpecially dangerous Impofthumations: T'he
Reafon (fays be) is evident 3 for that it is a principal E-

vacuatign, efpecially of the Spirits; for of the Spirits there
Is
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is fcarce any Evacuation but in Venus, and therefore tha
Omiffion of it breadeth all Difeafes of Repletion, 7 wou/d
not have it thought from hence, that Maflupration is al-
lowable, whilft the End is otherwife attainable : All I con-
tend for isy that Excefs therein only is hurtful, and mode-
rate Ufe bealthful to the Body, by difcharging what wonld
m‘iwrw:ﬁ, by long Retention, become poifonous; whereas
you lay it down ﬁ.«r Truth, that it hurts the Body as well
as Soul, by robbing the Budy of its balmy fuices, &c. For
that it is (in fome Sort) a Siny I will not gainfay, and if
thofe Dollors [ay true, to what a Dilemma have I brought
myfelf? Being lately married to a Virgin, not quite thir-
teen Years old (myfelf twenty-five) and her Father abfo-
lutely refufes to let us cobabit till bis Daugb!er fhall be
full ﬁﬂfm Years of Age; what therefore is to be done ¢
Myt incur the Difeafes threatened from a long and hurt-
ful Retention of Seed? Or may I, under fuch Circumflances
as thefe, feek Relief from Namra’s Handmaid, which I
take for granted to be a Sin inferior to Fornication? Be-
caufe to commit the latter I muft draw another into the
Jame Sin with myﬁ-f A Friend of mine (whofe Wife is
lately eloped) joins with me in defiring your Thoughts on
the Premifes in the next Edition of your Book,

Your Humble Servant,

PHILALETHES.

e
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The AN S W E R.

TR
IT is poffible you may labour under the Circum(tances

you fpeak of, as itis likewife that an Acquaintance of
yours, whofe Wife is eloped, {fhould join with you in the
Requeft of being fatisfied as to cthe Points in Queltion:
But it is alfo not impoflible, that yours is a feigned Cafe,
contrived to try me. Itis{trange that aMan of five-and-
twenty, whofe Conftitution requires, and loudly calls for,
the Ufe of a Woman, fhould marrya Virgin of Thirteen,
whom it would be above two Years before iie might co-
habit with. Matrimony isa very good Remedy to pre-
vent Fornication, and other Uncleannefs. But you could
not be ignorant, that the bare Name of Wedlock could
not have that Effe¢t; and therefore if you are in a Di-
Jemma, I cannot fee that you haveany- Body to blame but
yourfelf. You imagine that, by your Letter, you have
reduced me to thelc Streights, that I muft either bid you
incur the Difeafes threatened from along and hurtful Re-
tention of Seed, or elfe give it under my Hand, that, on
fome Emergencies, a Man may have Leave to commit
what, throughout the Book, I bhave called a heinous and
abominable Sin in the Sight of God. 1 fhall do neitber,
and yet give you fuch an Anfwer as, I am fure, will be
thought pertinent and fatisfaétory in the Opinion of all
equitable Judges. In the firft Place, as to your Health,
confult, and without Delay make Ufe of, the Means pre-
fcribed in the Letter immediately preceding yours. In
the fecond, wholly leave off the vile Practice of AMa/fur-
batien, which, in a ludicrous Manner, you are pleafed

to call Nature’s Mlandmaid; and be affured, that to make
Slight
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Slight of great Sins is a wrong and moft unprofitable
Way to atone for them. That you have hitherto felt
none of the bodily Calamities that often attend SELF-
PoLrLuTioN, ought to be far from hardening you init.
We daily fee Multitudes of great Sinners thriving in the
World; but this is no Argument that they fhould ne-
ver be punifhed for their Offences hereafter.  Butif you
thought it no Crime, I cannot imagine what you mean
by faying, in the Beginning of your Letter, that my Book
had wrought in you a thorough Reformation as well as
Conviction; and if you really think it to be criminal,
and difpleafing to God, you feem to have Wit enough,
without asking any Body’s Advice, to know for your-
felf and Friend, that no Circumfitances can make it law-
ful or allowable: There can be no Want or Neceflity
that can juftify, or be a good Plea for, Stealing, and pray
judge in the fame Manner of all Sins.

OB R T

The following is the fecond Letter which T had
in View in my Anf{wer to that of C. 7. and
came to his Hand upon his reading the for-
mer Edition; as did alfo the Letter which
follows it, figned #z/l. Smuth, and the other
long one, a pretty many Pages after that,
fubfcribed N. Pedagogus.

To the Author of O N ANIA.,

Warthy § I R,

&% AT the Recommendation of a very Reverend Gentle-
=& man of my Acquaintance, I have lately given your
accurate Treatife of ONANIA a diligent Reading; and

though there are fome Things in it that do not exaltly
quadrate
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quadrate with my prefent Sentiments, and others that I
could have been glad of a more full and adequate Anfwer
to in this laft Edition, particularly the ingenious Letter
of C. 7. yet in the main it gave me fo much Satisfa&ion,
that I bave not only bought one myfelf, but have alfo
engaged fome of my Acquaintance to do the like, it be-
ing hardly poffible to find any of Years who are intirely
innocent; nor do I know of any Author that has hand-
led this Subject (however deferving the Confideration of
the wifeft and beft of Men) fo judicioufly, fo candidly,
or fo modeftly, as yourfelf,

¢ IT isundoubtedly Matter of juft LLamentation, that
a Vice fo odious in its Nature, and (o pernicious it its
Confequences, fhould have found Means to infinuate it-
felf fo far among us, as to become (what we have too
much Reafon to fear it is) almoft univerfal : To you,
therefore, Sir, is the Public much indebted for your kind
Endeavours to fupprefs fo great, fo growing, and o mif-
chievous, an Evil. And may that good Providence that
governs the Univerfe, and (notwithftanding what ei-
ther the deluded or the profligate Part of Mankind fays
to the contrary) profpers or difappoints the Defigns of
Good and Bad, according to his own good Pleafure, fo
winfluence the Heart of every Reader, that the Effe&t may
be eminently adequate to the Greatnefs, the Ufefulnefs,
and the Wifdom, of the Undertaking. For my own
Part 1 proteft, the End propofed by this Performance
feems to me fo nobleand momentous, and the Means made
Ufe of to attain it fo judicious and extraordinary, that
the more I reflet upon them, fo much the more fenfi-
bly am l affe€ted with Admiration and Gratitude, From
which Refle€tions (together with thofe that occur from
the Candour and Integrity cbfervable throughout the
Whole) I am at laft induced to prefume upon (or at leaft
to hope for) a full Refolution.of fuch Difliculties in this
Way, as have for a long Time (at Intervals) broke in a
little upon the Quiet and Serenity of my Mind.

¢« THE A& itfelf, that you have fo largely and fo ju-
dicioufly treated of, when encouraged by lalcivious Incli-

nations, ¢, and perpetrated merely to gratify the fen-
! : fual
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fual Appetite, has always appeared to me very criminal;
but yet in many Refpects (even in thefe Circumftances)
much inferior to feveral Crimes that Mankind is too much
addiéted to; fuch as Sodomy, Whoredom, prophane Swear-
ing, Murder, and thelike: But whether it be fo, abftract-
ed from thofe Amours,and irregular Attendants (and from
which it is poffible to be feparated) is, I confefs, what [
am not intirely fatisfied about. T hat Evacuations of this
Fluid will frequently, copioufly, and unavoidably happen
(provided there be a due Confarmation of the Organs, and
a regular Circulation of the Fluids) to Adults of all Sorts,
1s, I believe, what you, and all Men, will readily allow ;
and that it is even neceflary that fuch Evacuations fhould
be, in order to continue us capable to anfwer one great End
of our Creation, is, I fuppofe, what few, if any, will
venture to deny ; and that it is alfo, or may be, in every
Man’s Power to guefs pretty nearly (if not exactly) at the
Time when fuch Evacuations will happen (Nature being
more intenfely difpofed to admit of, and to be carried away
with Venereal Plealures of all Sorts, as the Repofitories of
the Seminal Fluid approach to a Fulnefs) is what may (1
have Reafon to think) fafely be granted me.

¢¢ UPON thele Prefumptions, therefore, I beg Leave
to know, whether it can properly be termed Pollution, or
whether it can juftly be deemed criminal, for a Man to
eafe himfelf voluntarily of that Trouble and Stimulus,
which is the neceflary Refult of a copious Secretion, and
along Retention, provided the Action be intirely free from
mental Impurity, and the Perfon himfelf a fingle Man?
Or, Is it better to acquiefce in an involuntary Emiffion,
although that may, aad often will, be attended with fuch
Marks of Uncleannefs, as cannot but be taken Notice of,
as well by thofe whofe Bufinefs extends to either Bed or
Linnen, as by our own Selves? I am very {enfible, that
fhould fuch an Anfwer be given to the Propofal, as the
Cafe thus ftated feems to di&tate, it is poflible that fome
of weak Judgments and great Vigour might take Qcca-
fion from it to allow themfelves a more frequent Ufe of
the above-mentioned A&ion, than an honelt and judicie:
ous Reafoning upon the Circumftances of the Cafe can
fafely admit of ; and where the Senfation is fo quick, ard
the Difpofition fo ftrong, as it often is in this Cafe, the
greateft
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greateft Prudence is many Times unable to exprefs itfelf
{o as to check the Progrefs and prevent thofe Misfortunes,
that are the unavoidable Confequence of atoo frequent
Indulgence. T hefe Confiderations had almoft prevailed
upon me to forbear fending my T houghts upon this Sub-
je€t; and had I not been certain that there was fome
Weight in what I have propofed, and that a confiderable
Number of fober and ingenious Gentlemen would be
much more obliged by an Anfwer to it, I had certainly
fpared myfelfand you this Trouble. However, fince you
have been pleafed to appear in our Behalf on this Occafion,
and have difcovered an Ingenuity and Induftry, a Candour
and Integrity, that but few can equal, and none, perhaps,
exceed, 1 beg, Sir, that you will pleafe to take into Con-
fideration, at a vacant Hour, what | have now offered ;
and if it may be thought either fafe or ferviceable to ap-
pear in public, you will very much oblige me, and many
more than [ can at prefent conveniently name, by infert-
ing it (together with fuch Remarks as may occur upon
reading it) in your next Edition. This, if you fhould
incline to comply with it, would be rendered much more
acceptable to us, if you would be pleafed, at the fame
Time, tolet us know, whether 2 Man may lawfully, and
confiftently with his Health, make Ufe of any Means to
prevent the Secretion of this Fluid, and the Evacuation
of it when fecreted (provided fuch Secretions and Evacua-
tions be moderate, and not oftener than may be reafon-
ably expeted, or fafely tolerated) without endangering
an Interruption of the Courfe of Nature, and an Induce-
ment of fuch Difordersas may very much impair the other
Faculties, and incapacitate him to go through as he ought
the feveral Fun&ionsof Life. T hat this, or fuch as this,
will be the Confequence of long Retention after due Ela-
boration, is fufficiently apparent from the profound Wri-
tings of that ftupendioufly great Man Borelli, in whofe
learned Treatife de Motu Animalium, Part 11, Prop. 227.
are thefe remarkable Words, viz. Novum enim non ¢/f,
ut Semen Genitale in Animali perfeltiffuna Temperici defli-
natum expulfioni pro Fine Generationis, diu retentum con-
trabat corruptam & veneficam Naturam. Now if Health
be fo precious, and fo eflential to a comfortable Subfiftence
here, as it appears to be; and if a Defect in any of the

fenfible
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fenfible Evacuations muft neceffarily be attended withan
Excefs in fome other, or a Diforder of the whole Animal
Oeconomy (as I think isabundantly evident from the cu-
rious Obfervations of thofe excellent Phyficians Sanffa-
rius and Keill) it appears to me to be the indifpenfible
Duty of every Man to be more than a little ftudious how
to preferve that valuable Blefling, and to admit of nothing
ealily that any-ways tends to either the imparing or de-
ftroying it. This, Sir, is what I have humbly to offer
(in my own, and in the Name of many worthy Gentle-
men) to your Confideration. It is, %cunfel‘a, what I
have more Reafon to ask Pardon for, than to expe&t an
Anfwer to; and therefore I fubmit it without any fur-
ther Enlargement or Apology, and fhall only fay, that
1 fhall be extremely glad of an Opportunity to fhew you
with how much Refpet 1 am,

¢« § T R,
¢ Your mofl Obedient

Humble Servant.”

s e i) s e

7he ANSWER.

SR

Y’OUR very obliging, as well as curious, well-wrote
Letter, deferves a well-weighed Anfwer, the greateft
Part of which be pleafed to look for in what I have given
to C.7. Iam fo far from thinking that it will do Pre-
judice to any of my Readers, that I am confident it will
be highly advantageous to them, for two Reafons: When
a Man of the Learning and Penetration vou feem to be of,
approves of any one’s Labours in public, it can hardly fail
of adding Weight to his Arguments and Perfualions, and
in an{wering you, it is probable, that many wili ice Que-
fions refolved, which they would have asked themielves.

| I AL-

-
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I ALLOW of every Thing you think ought to be
granted ; but when | find thefe Wordsin your Letter, Up-
on thefe Prefumptions, therefore, I beg Leave to know whe-
ther 1t can properly be termed Polluticn, or whether it can
Juftly be deemed criminal, for a Man to eafe himfelf, volun-
tarily, of that Trouble and Stimulus, which is the neceffary
Refult of acopious Secretion, and long Retention, provided
the Aftion be intirely free from mental Impurity, and the
Perfon bimfelf a fingle Man? Depend upon it, whatever is
voluntarily done that Way is SFLF-PoLLuTION, and
confequently criminal. T he Suppofition, that the Ation
may beintirely free from mental Impurity, isvery danger-
ous: Icannot think it practicable, and I fincerely belicve,
that whoever affirms the Poffibility of it, if he does not wil-
fullydeceiveothers,impofesupon himfelf: Therefore pray
acquiefce in the involuntary Emiffions, without making
the leaft Scruple of what you fay about the Linnen; thofe
who make Beds,and are employed in wathing and mending
of Shirts and Sheets, are ufed to fuch Things: It is impofii-
ble to prevent every T hing that is capable of fullying the I-
magination of lewd People, either in Town or Country.
Dygsinthe Streets,and Bullsin the Fields, may do Mifchief
to debauched Fancies ; and it ispoflible, that either Sex may
be putin Mind of lafcivious T houghts by their own Poultry.
Lower you ask, Whether a Jan may lawfully ufe any
Means to prevent the Secretion of this Fluid? 1an{wer, No,
if it has the leaft T endency todifable him from Procreation,
and whatever may be injurious to his Manhood, is not lefs
finful than Caftration itlelf: Butthen, on the other hand,
it is not only lawful, but likewife neceflary, by Diet and
Exercife to fubdue the Rage of Luft where it is required ;
becaufe fuch Means may be either made ufe of, or omitted
at Pleafure, and prore nata; and fingle Men, who would
preferve this Virtue, and complain of too great aSecretion,
aCtvery imprudently if they indulge themfelves in the Ufe
ofgenerous Wines, nutritive Meats, high Sauces, and other
T hings which are known to be Provocatives to Luft,

THE reft of your Queftions and Doubts I have Rea-
fon to hope that you will find anfwered to your Satisfatti-

on, either in one Part or other of the Letter which I
referred you to at firft,

To
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To the Author of ONANIA.

SIR,
[AM one of the young Fellows who have read your

ONANIA, and ds queflion whether it be poffible for any

of your Readerstobebetter pleafed with [obeneficial a Work@
make no Daoubt but you have bad your Ends in publifbing
it, viz. by deterring fome Hundreds of People from that
borrid deteflable Sin of SFLF-PoLLUTION. It cannot be
Juppofed, that your Intent was either to gain the Reputation
of a famaous Phyfician, or a very good Man (fecing you con-
ceal your Name from the World) though all your Readers
mujl allow you the latter, as I hope your Patients will the
former. I fball not prefume to ask the Reafon of your Se-
crecy, yet, in my humble Opinion, you may be known to the
World without being acquainted with any of your Patients,
by the fame Method you now ufe, which may hinder any
Quack after your Death from pretending to have been the
Author of the ONANIA. As towhat you mention in the
Preface, about a virulent Pamphlet publifbed againfl your
Book, intituled, ONAN1IsM, it is the Opinion of many
others, as well as myfelf, that you are very far out of the
Reach of any fuch foolifb Malice : And it would be too bard
a Task for wifer Heads than theirs feem to be to prove, by
any Expreffion throughout your whaole Book, that you give
the leafl Encouragement not only to SELF-PoLLuTION,
but even any other Sin, Hawwsr, as a Friend (though
not a Fudge) Iwill be bold to tellyou, that it is humbly con-
ceived, if four or five of your Letters in the latter End of
the Second Chapter were omitted ([eeing you have already
c?r:gu:r:dﬁ great a Name in thofe Sorts d_:fCur'ﬁ) it would
give lefs Caufe of Ridicule to your malicious Adverfaries,
and, from what I can learn, would intirely take off thofe
unbappy Otjectionsthat have bithertolain againf the O a -
N1A; it would then, Ifay, be all of a Piece with the other
Letters and Anfwers, which arevery edifying and inflruc-
tive,
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tive, and which may be read by the Chafleft of IWomen.
But I do not give you this intirely as my Opinion, for I am
well enough [atisfied that you have faithfully committed
themto the Prefs in their genuine Simplicity, as may appear
20 any one who fees the great Difference between the Stile
of them and the reft of the Wark,

IT is no fmall Pleafure to me to find, that you partly
promife the Satisfaélion of another Edition to the World,
wherein we may hope for an Anfwer to the two Letters,
efpecially that of Philalethes, who feems to urge the Neceffi-
ty of SELF-POLLUTION, and the dangerous Confequen-
ces of neglecting it 5 which he endeavours to prove {ram
what my Lord Bacon fays, as if it was a Thing fo bighly
proper for Health. I would feign know what he thinks of
Juch People as never prallifed any fuch Thing, nor had car-
nal Knowledge of any Woman till the Ages of twenty, twenty-
five, and thirty, and yet are bealthy, firong, and vigorous,
If the Praéllitioners of that filthy Vice will not believe there
are any fuch People now in the Warld (as I am [atisfied
there are many) let them inquire what Ages the particular
Favourites of God Almighty, in the Old Teflament, were
married at, wha furely never were guilty of SELF-PoL-
LUTION, which was [o feverely punifbed in thefe Days
by the fudden Death of ON AN, whofe Story is tranfmitted
as a dreadful Example to all fucceeding Ages: And fhall
my Lord Bacon, or Philalethes, perfuade the World, that
any phyfical Excufe or Pretence (for that is no better) can
extenuate the Guilt of fo borrid a Crime?

FOR my own particular Part I folemnly declare, that

I never do ufe any fuch unclean Tricks to purge my Bady of
thofe potfanous Seminal Moiftures (as Philalethes is pleafed
to call them) neither had I carnal Knowlege of any Woman
Jor above thefe two Years, and yet ¢ (Thanks to God)
Jound, firong, aflive, and of a very bale Conflitution, and
am now turned of the twenty- fourth Year of my Age : How-
ever, Imuff confefs one Thing to you, which gives me [ome
Concern; the Truth of it is, that I am wvery apt to dream
of Women: Youmay guzfs the Confequence. Very apt, 1 [ay,
becaufe I think once a Fortnight, or once @ Month, a great
deal 100 often, 1f I could avoid 1t: And what adds to my
Concern is, that moff commonly I dream of on¢ and the fame
Heman,
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Woman, whom I verily believe to be as perfeitly virtusus,
as the utmoft Extent and Signification of the Word can
poffibly admit of: When awake 1 cannot bear any [uch
Thought, nor find Place for it in my Breafl, but always
loath myfelf, and beg God’s Pardon whenever I refleét on
my finful Dreams. If I know my own Confcience, 1 would
not for the World meddle with that Weman in particular,

as being one for whom I have a great Regard, and a mar-
ried Perfon befides.

1 AM well affured, that you are very capable of giving
fpiritual as well as phyfical Advice, and therefore ear-
neflly requefty that you will let me know how far I am
guilty of a Sin in what 1 have here confeffed to you, alfo
what I fhall do to prevent it : Your charitable Condefcenfion
herein will give great Satisfaction to, and mightily oblige,

S IR,
Your very Humble Servant,

WILL SMITH.

From the Fountain Coffee-Houfe, oppofite
the Hay-market, May 29, 1732.

IF you will be fo good as to anfwer me before you publifp
the next Edition (which I fball be fure to buy as foon as
it comes from the Prefs) direct to me bither, or leave your
Anfwer with the Bookfeller. Al I now defire is, that
you will pleafe to pardon the Freedom I have taken im

giving my Opinion of your Book [o candidly, without being
asked.

iR

Tae
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The A NS WER.

SIR

B%‘HFL’I LNESS and Ignorance are very often the

Companions of the Sin Ltreat of. Many that are guil-
ty of it labour under DJiorders, without l‘ufpﬂéimglht real
Caufe of them, and continue in their Uncleannefs only for
want r}fknuwing the Confequences ofit; and fome young
raw People are fo much athamed of their Guilt, that, for
fear of being detected, they would never dare to com plam
of any troublefome S Symptom occafioned by it, unlefs they
were encouraged by the Example of others of about the
fame Pitch of Underftanding with themfelves: To both
thefe Sorts Experience has taught me, that the Letters
you think would be better omitted have been beneficial,
and my Confcioufnefs of their being genuine, and wrote
without my Knowledge or Defire, makes me defpife the
Ridicule 1 fhould juftly deferve, if I had forged or con-
trived them mylelf. The Bookfellers, through whofe
Hands they come to me, are good Witnefles to what [ af-
firm; and as they perfonally know the Wrriters and Cafes
of divers of them, who have been free, and opened them-
felves to them, their Teftimonies are the more Subftan-
tial, I take great Care, that all the Letters are copi-
ed Word for Word in the Print, as they were feen in the-
Originalsin Writing ; and I cannot imagine what fhould
induce Men of Senfe to fulpe& a Fraud in the Letters of
others, when Every-body fees the Exaétnefs obferved in
that which he knows to be his own.

I AM obliged to you for the good Opinion you have
of me and my Performance; and your well penned Let-
ter, which I thank you for, [ hope will be of Ufe to the
Pubhck, in TECUmmEﬂdtng Virtue and Purity, both by
Precept and Example of your own Contrivance. -

A
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AS to the Dreams you complain of, they are common
toall fingle Men, efpecially thofe wholive chaftely, aslong
as their Vigour lafts. In my Anfwer to C. 7. you will
find that I have hinted at the Occalion of them, where
there is a Turgefcency of the Seminal Veflels Involun-
tary Altions we are not to account for, When a Man
keeps as great a Guard over his Thoughts as he is able
whilft he is awake, his Confcience needs not to be troub-
led at any T hing that happens in his Sleep; and there-
fore let no Pollutions difturb the T'ranquility of your
Mind, where the 77/l is not acceflary or concerned.

To the Author of OxANIA.

8L, Fune 27, 17342

“ QINCE you are known to be 2 Gentleman tho-
roughly experienced in the following Cafe, and none

can give a better Judgment than yourfelf, you are therefore
defired to fend an Anfwer to this Inquiry, whether you
think it curable. The Cafe is thus: The Perfon who is
now very much indifpofed, labours under much Faintnefs
and Weaknefs, caufed by a Debility of the Seminal Veflels
and a Gleet, with an Exudation from the Fundament,
which Symptoms were perceived in OfZaber laft. Hypo-
condriac Melancholy, dreadful Pains in the Breaft, Want
of Appetite, wafting of the Fleth, Atrophy, but nothing
touching the Lungs fucceeded. His Appetite is now much
better than it was three Months paft; but he hath heétical
Heats in his Hands after Eating or Drinking, but fweats
only moderately fometimes. He has had fometimesa clam-
Rl{ Rheum in his Mouth, and a bitterifh Tafte in the
orning, which is not now fo much as it was: Howeyer,
he looks pale, his Flefh is foft, and his Fibres feem to be
unftrung: He has no Pains in the Head, Joints, or Legs,
but fometimes great Pains in the Back and Groin: His
Water is fometimes pale, with fome white Contents, fome-

Q times
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times high-coloured, but has no ill Smell. The Perfon
has been married many Years, and has feveral Children,
1s now forty-five, and [ know was never carnally concern-
ed with any but his own Wife; buthe thinks there might
perhaps have been a Forcing that Way, and an unhappy
Strain or Pull from the Hand of his deareft Friend in the
Gaiety of Diverfion, and Pleafantnefs of her Humour,
which Fancies are h.ce to prove the Death of the unhappy
Man, unlefs the Gleet can be ftopped. The Gleet doth
not make 2 great Difcharge, but he cannot bear Riding
witha Weeping 2 Pene, and an Exudation ab Ans, where
thereare fome Warts without Pain, caufed, as he fuppofes,
by great Coftivenefs. T he Penis is r::la*ced, and the Mat-
ter which comes from it, proceeding from the Proflat e,
i3, as that which immediately precedes Coition, white,
tranfparent, and having no ill Smell; unlefs it continues
long in the Prepuce, which fully covers the Glans. The
Water is hot fometimes, and the Top of the Glans looks
red at thofe Times: But there is no breaking-out in any
Part of the Body but what feems to be {corbutical, occa-
fioned by the Weaknefs of the Body and Spirits. Upon
any Tendency towards Eretion the Weeping begins, and
in hls Sleep he has almof? every Night a Priapifm, which
gﬂ&;bﬂ'al:ttle whileafter he awakes: The Weaknefs of the
Seminal Veflels caufes often large Evacuations in Sleep, af -
ter which thereare great Painsin the Back. 1 be Perfonis
much emaciated, and the Remedies which have been pre-
fcribed by fomeeminent Phyficians have provedinefietual.
And, becaule it is known to be your Province to under-
ftand fuch a Cafe, where:n the fick Perfon thinks there is
the utmoft Danger, his Blood being very muchimpoverifh-
ed, the Balfam of 1tcxtremeiv meakened and the radical
Humidumalmoft gone, therefore hedefires }rt}ur]udwment,
W hether you think fuch a Cafe curable? Whether your
Genital Medicies may be ferviceable in this Matter, which
you are then defired to fend, or any other T hing proper
for the Matter? Or if the Perfon can take a Journey to
London, he will endeavour 1t, if there can be any Thing
done by you ina Cafz (o deplorable, where thereisa I'rem-
bling of the Nerves all over the Body, an Hiffing in the
Ears, and a Pulfation in the Abdomen. However, not-
‘withftanding the Tremor Nervorum, he can hold his Hand

fo fteady as to write fmaller than any Thing in this Letter,
&-Dll
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Your Fee will be honeftly paid by the Perfon who con-

veys this Letter to you, Your ﬁnfwer is defired by the
firlt Poft to,

«.§ IR,
< Your Humble Servant.
<< HE lives 120 Miles from London,

¢« HE defires your Anfwer freely and fairly, as from a
Perfon of your Reputation and Honour.

¢« PLEASE to deliver your Anfwer, fealed, to the
Meflenger, without a Word of the Cafe, who knows
niothing of the Matter.

¢« EVACUATIONS funt Seminis immoderate,
mon a proftatis, nonnunquam Pene flaccids, & abfque ulla
Erellione.

sy masmecy ey pane ey o
To the Author of ON AN I A.

.8 1. K,

7 BEING one of thofe that have injured themfelves
by the abominable Practice fo juftly condemned by
you in your Book, intituled the OnaNr1A, which, by
vifiting an Acquaintance about three Weeks fince, I hap-
pened to light on; and having read it through, and thereby
finding what difmal Confequences have attended thofe that
haveallowed themfelves in the committing thegrievousSin
of SELF-PoLLuT10N, am aftonifhed at the Goodnefs of
Godtowards me, in not fuffering the fad Calamities to light
on me which have on others, who have much lefs deferved
them than myfelf, who have followed this wicked Cuftom
above five Y:ars, being longer Time than (according to
mry Obfervation) any mentioned in your Book; and yet
2 during
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during all thislong Courfe of Wickednefs, 1 have not found
any great Inconveniency from it, fave that about Halfa
Year {ince, or fomething more, I was feized with a great
Dizzinefs in my Head, and a great Sinking of the Spirits,
and indeed at feveral Times before, I{hould be taken with
faintith Fits. Upon my being thus, I applied to Dr. B—d,
acquainting him how I were, who ordered me feveral
T hings; but finding little Benefit from them, he, on feeing
my Water, told me, that the Veflels of my Back were ve-
ry much debilitated, and then ordered me to take of the
Tinélure Antiphthifica thirty Drop,every Morning, and fo
at five in the Afternoon, in a Quarter of a Pint of Bri/ffol
Water, and alfoat going to Bed ten Drops of the Balfam of
Gilead in a Spoonful of the Syrup of Comfry Roots, which
1did; butftill continuing to be ill, did determine to leave
my Bufinefs (which was a Counfellos’s Clerk) and go to
the Place of my Nativity, in hopes that my native Air
would be very ferviceable to me, which I found to anfwer
my Expetations; for that in about a Quarter of a Year
I was become pretty well, and at the Beginning of the laft
Term came again to London, and have continued to be
pretty well ever fince; and not imagining that my being
guilty, as above, was the Caufe of my lllnefs (and which
I am, by reading your Book as aforefaid, perfuaded that
1t was) did again return to my former Wickednefs, but
not fo frequent as before. 1 had wont to do it once a
Day, but fince my coming to Londsn had brought it to
once a Week, and from that to once a Fortnight, and
from thence to three Weeks, and fo on till I had left it
off for fix or feven Weeks; but at all thefe Times I
found the Titillation to be as delectable as ever, the Seed
to be rather more than ufual; but the laft Time (which
is about a Month fince) the Titillation was very fmall,
and the Semen very thin, and,in it two or three little dry
Fllow Knobs, about the Bignefs of the fmalleft Size of
owling-fhot; and fince that I have hardly had an Erec-
tion, which I commonly had every Morning, asalfo feve-
ral Times ina Day. I always find, that the Semen comes
away in my making of Water; for that feeingasit were
fmall Hairs fwimming about in it, and trying with a
Feather, to take out fome of. them, there hungatthe End
of the Feather, as it was taken out of the Water, a long
String, like to thin, Semen, which I find frequently comes..
away
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away in my Water, I having reiterated the Trial feveral
Times fince. I have alfo (if I fit a long while together)
aPain in the Small of my Back, and have frequently Mo-
tions to make Water. On reading your Book, at the lat-
ter End you treat of Medicines proper to relieve fuch as
any injured in the Manner before- mentioned: You fay,
that a Cure may be depended upon, where there is no
ill Conformation of the Parts, &¢. and that a Bottle or
two of the Tin&ure will be fufficient for it, unlels the
Cafe be of long Standing, and then a Bottle or two more.
But you fay, that when the A& of Generation is perform=
ed withoutany deletable Senfation, it is a fure Sign of a
Deviation from the natural State, and that then little or
no Help is to be afforded; which I fear is my Cafe, for
that (although I never have experienced it in the natural
Way) it did yield me the laft Time | committed it little
or no Delightat all, and my Defires as to Venery are very
much abated. I having thus, Sir, laid open my Cale to
you, I would beg that you would pleafe to give me your
Advice in the three following Particulars: The frft
whereof is, that if you judge I may be cured by the Me-
dicines your Book prefcribes, how many Bottles of Tinc-
ture I had need to take ere the Cure be effeéted, one of
which Bottles I have juft begun to take. The next is,
whether 1 have any Oceafion to ufe the Injection, having
no Gleet or Gonorrbeea, nor ever bad any; and if you
judge 1 ought to make Ufe of it, how much I muft injelt
at a Time. 1 have done it two Days, three Times a
Day, and find that there comesaway in my Urine flimy
Matter, much like the Scrapings of Parchment, and more
of it in the Morning than at any other Times; and how
long after the taking of the Tinéture you will advife to ftay
ere | take the Powders. And the third is, as for the future
Provocations of my committing the former finful Praétice
I am (though young) determined to marry, and to that
End have made Application to a young Gentlewoman,
who I doubt not but will make me happy, and have gone
{o far asto beina Manner aflured of her Affections, how
long you would advife me to ftay before I proceed to the
Stepof Courtfhip, whichistheSolemnization of Marriage ;
which is aState I will (on the other hand) never enter into,
unlefs I find I fhall be able to difcharge the Duty that will
then be incumbent on me. I hope, Sir, that as you have

hitherto



[ 118 ]

hitherto been not only charitable but merciful to thofe
that, by their Wickednefs, have deferved none, you will
not difcontinue to be fo to one that is as greatan Objeét
of your Charity asany, perhaps, you may have met with;
and that the Deficiency of your Fee (which would be in-
clofed if T werc of Ability, but by Reafon of my lying
out of Bufinels I am not, having but barely ten Shillings
a Week to liveon) will not deter you from condefcending
ro grant me the Favour of an An{wer, which if you are
pieafed to do, I would defireit might be left at the Book-
feller’s as foon as your Conveniency will permit, whereby
you will lay the greateft Obligations on,

« 8 IR,

¢ Your unknown moff Humble Servant,

Sept. 5, 1734
1 J W.

¢« P, 8. One Thing1 had forgot, whichisto acquaint
vou, that on the Left-ide of the Scrotum, a little below
the Penis, I havea very great Itching, which lam obliged
to rub, which has occafioned it to chop; be pleafed, Sir,
to let me know what Courfe | muft take with it.”

GefobStiaioddo el ot N e

T'o the moft worthy Author of the Book called
ONANIA

5. Dear S oK,

“T HE Liberty that fo many of my affi&ted Brothers
. have taken in opening to you their lamentable
Cale, as the only Perfon capable of helping them in it, as
well as your Readinefs in complying with their earneft
Defires, by returning every one of them a moft fatisfa&ory
Anfwer; thofe, | fay, after the Perufal of your excellent
and moit blefied Book, give me Hopes of duccels in ven-
taring upon the fame. Be it known to you, charit%ble

iTy
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Sir, that T am a poor Footman (a Quality, perhaps, not
worthy of your Compafifion) whofe Mother notwithftand-
ing fprung out of one of the beft Families in Flanders;
but being unfortunately deluded by an Englifp Knight’s
oon, I fecretly was taken Care of, and endued with apretty
good Education through my Mother’s Means till  attained
the Age of fifteen or fixteen Years; but (O moft cruel
Fate!) my Mother dying fuddenly that Time, without
baving the Opportunity of making any Provifion for me,
and confequently my Penfion not being paid as cuftomary,
I was at halt reduced to the aforefaid mean and fcornful
Condition, I was in Hopes to move my Father’s Pity by
coming into England, but I found his Heart as hardasa
Rock, “and fo was conftrained to make a Virtue of Necef-
fity, tlmugh with an unfpeakable Relultancy; for I have
a Spirit thataimsat fomething more honourable, and lefs
abjet. Pardon, good Sir, this my tedious Deviation;
my Intention is Gﬂi}’ purely to excite your Charity towards
me, as being uncapable to fatisfy you to your Defert; but
neverthelefls, if any {meli Matter may do it, you may be
fure I thall do my utmoft to procure it you. My Cafe then
1s fuch: About the Age of fourteen or fiteen Years I was
fo unhappy as to meet with a Bedfellow that grafted into
me (to my prelent Sorrow) that damnable and accurfed
Pradtice, or rather that Performance of Satan called Sz L F-
PorruTion, and have from that Time made Ute of it
without any con{iderable Intermiffion. I am fometimes
fo giddy-headed, that I can fcarce make any Senfe of what
People fay when in Company. My Memory has intirely
failed me, fo that [ can fcarce remember two or three Days
atan end. Iam dull, fleepy, and melancholy, fometimes
to the laft Degree: I cannor forbear fighing and {obbing,
and often do not know for what. My bodily Forces, I
think, are alfo much weakened, for I freq: jem}y obferve,
that when | getup a pretty hlgh Pair of Stairsmy Knees
bent under mej neither do L walk with that Eafe and
Facility as I was want to do. 1 feel fometimes a Sort
of flying Painsin iny Arms, Small of my Back, and Loins;
in my Fingers alfo, the Joints of which are weakened fo,
that I fear my Nerves are fome Way affedted. 1 find my
Body fometimes when I go 1o Bed full of Pimples, with
a prodigious Itching in my Arms, Legs, and Thighs el-
pecially: Ifcratchmy Legs fometimes ti1) the Blood comes,

W henever
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W henever T chance to lean my Arms upon any Thing
when Iam writing or reading, they are perfectly benumb-
ed. I thould not forget to tell you, that fince that tender
Age of mine I followed Drinking fomething more than I
fhould have done; whether I may not, in fome Meafure,
thank that Pratice for my Ailings, I leave you to judge :
As for the other, I have given it over fome fhort Time
ago. Once a Week, or once a Fortnight at moft, I
have fome nightly Evacuations, but cannot fay that my
Genitals have in the leait retained that former Vigour as
they ufed to bave. 1 icarce ever have any Ereftions in
the Day-time, without I facilitate them with handling
of the Part: Therefore, good Sir, I beg the Favour to
know whether I be fit for a married Life? or if [am not,
whether {ome of your Prefcriptions may enable me for it,
being I am but twenty-feven or twenty-eight Years old
as yet. Though 1 have for fo long a "T'ime been led by
that vile Paflion, I hope ftill (through the Providence of
God) to fubfift in the World although witha Wife, find-
ing that Expedient necefliry to make me adhere to my
Duty towards God. Pardon, dear Sir, this long Scrawl,
thinking me a great Object of your Pity ; and if you re-
ceive not the Reward, you at leaft fhall have the good
Wifhes and Prayers of, -

S IR,
“« Your difirejfed Humble Servant,
¢« ONEROSUS.

<t SIR, I will go or fend for your Anfwer at the Book-
feller’s, directed for Onerofus.

«« | HAVE a Breaking-out upon my left Buttock,

out of which comes a waterifh falt Humour, and I can-
not get it to dry intirely.”

oRR  LROR

To
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R
To the Authogf f ONANI A.

S:FR; | April 8, 1726.

DESIRE you would let the Bearer have ansther
Bottle of the btrcngthtmng Tin&ure; be bas brought
you the Price of it. Ithank God lbave found a great r:fmf
of Benefit by the other two Bottles.  1have not now Noc-
TURNALPOLLUTIONS oftener than once in four or five
Nights, and thofe fo [mall, that 1 do not perceive myfelf
weakened by them. Indeed thereisone Thing that troubles
me, that is, after NocTURNAL PoLLuTION my Shirt
15 flained with green Spots, neither are thefe anylefs green
than they ufed tobe.  Yeflerday in the Afternoon I fmoaked
two Pipes of Tobacco, and at Night drank fome Punch,
but in the Morning I perceived a green Spot asbroad as a
Shilling upan my Shirt, and that was the only Evacuation
I could perceive. Sir, Idefire you would inform me whe-
ther fmoaking, or drinking the Punch, gave any Provoca-
tiontoit. The Rednefs of the Glans of my Penis is quite
cured, and the Mucus that ufed to ouze out upon my Glans,
wery much is very little now. 1 never perceived either my
NocTturRNAL PoLLuTioNS, or Mucus on the Glans,
1 E'.e green above a Day or two before I wrote to you the
Letter. I never perceived any involuntary Emiffion
upan Stoaly, nor after mﬁhﬂg Water. Sir, if you will be
pleafed to inform me in a Line or two, whether of tfelf
the Tincure will be [ufficient to work a Cure, and take
away the Greennefs (for I have hitherto taken neither
Decoltion, nor ufed the Injection) or whether you think
a Bottle ﬂf the Réttoring Drink may be required, and
you will eternally oblige,

& 1 R,
Your Humble Servant.

R IF
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IF you will be pleafed to give the Letter and Reftoring
Drink to the Carrier, you fhall certainly have your Money
the next Week. 1 am naturally of a fair Complexion, but
this linefs bas made it fomewbat yellnw.

DI RRS BRI HRE S
To the Author of O N ANIA.

« § TR, May 12, 1736.

“I HOPE you will pardon the frequent Trouble I have
put you to with my Letters. I have made bold to
trefpafs on your Patience once more. I am not apt to
flatter myf(clf with fancying Iam more cured than I really
am: But I believe it may be rather my Misfortune, on
the contrary, to be too fufpicious of my Conftitution;
for I muft needs fay, I think I am in a very low State of
Health, for I was hardly ever lcaner and thinner in my
Lite. But ftill che great Opinion 1 conceived of your ex-
cellent Medicine when I firft read your Book, is not at
all abated by the Experience I have had of it. I cannot
perceive, by any Means whatfuever, that I have Noc-
TURNAL PorLuTIiONS frequenter than once in three
or four Nights, Theother Afternoon, being very fleepy
(for 1 had been up late the Night before, but did not drink
any Thing) I lay down on the Bed, but, having the Un-
Lappinefs to dream of one of the other Scx, I was awaked
bv a pretty large Pollution, fome of which was like a Jelly,
which when it was dry was green, I perceived after this,
for two or three Days, a [marting in the Calves of my Legs,
fo that I thought it did me much Injury. I am apt to
fweat, and it fmells dead and rank, efpecially about m
Privy Parts, and is very troublefome. My Urine fmells
very iweet, and is attended with fome fmall Particles like
Sand, and fometimesitis hotand falt. My Penis is pretty
much bent, and Thighs juft near my Privy Parts are
brown. I hope that (Jrccnncﬂ. cannot have any Oppor-
tunity ie corrupt my Bloeod, or to corrode any Part, like
A3
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as in Perfons that have the Clap, for I do affure you I
never had carnal Knowledge of any Woman in my Life,
Although my Body be very thin and lean, yet the Parts
of my Mind are much more vigorous and active than
they were before I took the Tindture. God knows whe-
ther I had not ufed to have Noctur~NaL PorruTI-
oNs more than once a Nighr, but | am certain | had
one every Night. Sir, the Benefits I have already re-
ceived from your excellent Medicine (which I hope, with
the Blefling of God, will work a perfe& Cure) in Point
of Gratitude lays me under the greateft Obligation to
fubfcribe myfelf,

s gV IR:
¢ Your mofl Obedient
¢ Humble Servant.

¢« ] WOULD not have you conclude, from what I
have faid, that I defire to be fat; I only think my Con-
{titution is below a middle State of Health,

¢« ] HAVE Reafon to think this hellifh Praétice has
hindered my Growth; but I hope the Tinffure will re-
ftore me, for I am now not above Eighteen.

¢« I DESIRE you would fend me two Bottles of the
Tinfture, 1 have fent a Guinea for them.
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EICINE @@m@:@%@
Lyf@w‘-@tﬂ)@*i@ NG NCLD)

To the Author of ONAN I A.

ST R, May 17, 1736.

RECEIVED the Box, &c. [afe, and had [ent you

the Money as this Day by the Coach, but was difap-
pointed of receiving it Yeflerdays but I doubt nat of fend-
ing 1t fome Time next Week, as I did the other.. 1 expelt
& be ordered up to London in a fhort Time, when I fhall
beg Leave to fee you ; and am now about taking a fourney
into Norfolk, fo beg you will nat write till you bear from

me, whe am
Your moft Dutiful
And Obliged
(For ever to pray for you and yours),

THESE laft Medicines have bhad great Effett upon
me, for in Riding I bave not the leaft Concern of Bear-
ing-down: In fbort, I am jufl well and vigorous, only the
Squirt is naught,

@R @n
GO €
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PE g b D
To the Author of OX ANIA,

S I R,

AVING Knowledge of your being a Gentleman of
Experience, make bold to relate this my Cafe, as

follows: Inthe Book OnaAN1A, Eleventh Edition, Page
173, end in Page 175, which is my Cafe as exaétly, as if
the Perfon had known it in every Circumftance (this only
excepted) a Year’s Difference in our Age. Iam a Perfon
ufing the Sea, and often fhifting the Climates very fud-
denly, fo that in hot Weather if I ftir much I am apt to
fweat very much at the Privy Parts or Thighs, and have
a Pain in my Back in the Morning; my Urine I have
likewife ﬂbferved to be thready towards New and Full
Moons, at other Times not to be perceived; have had
feveral Confli&ts within myfelf, whether to difcover my
Sin and fhame; but, fearing the Cure may be imperfelt
without it, have writ you thisin Part to fave me the Con-
fufion of relating it to you on a perfonal Meeting. Be
pleafed to come to the Crown Tavern behind the Royal
Exchange, and ask for Numb. 6, on Tuefday, November
the Firft, at five in the Afternoon. From,

SR
Your moft unwertby Servant,
J-. Wl

I FORGOT to tell you, that I have often occafion to
make Water; have left your Fee with the Bookfelles ;

have begun one Bottle of your Strengthening Tinéiure.
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B TR DS B G a
NG S R

To the worthy Author of ON AN 1A,

“. .85 .18, St. James’s, June 28, 1736.

AM one of the unhappy Perfons that have fo far in-
Jured myfelf by the abominable Pratticeof SELF -PoL-
LUTION, that | fear all the Means that I can make Ufe
of will not be fufficient to reftore me to my natural Vi-
gour. I firft learned that vile Practice by the Example of
a School-fellow, when I was about twelve Years of Age,
and followed it till between fourteen and fifteen; in which
Time I foaddi€ted myfelftoit, that notwithftanding every
Opportunity of being by myfelf, I have not forbore to act
it even in School-time, although I have been conviéted by
my School-fellows ; but fomeof them being alfo guilty, my
Mafter remaining ignorant of it, for had he known it, with-
out doubt he would have made an Example of the Offen-
ders. I then left it off for about the Space of four Years,
in which Time I frequently ufed to have NocTURNAL
PorruTron, and for a great while together a Pain in
my Back, that when I arofein the Morning I have hardly
been capable of gartering my Stockings. Iam now in my
twenty-fecond Year, and within thefle three Years laft paft
1 haveaboutthirty Timesacted my former deteftable Prac-
tice ; but fince the reading of your excellent Book (which
I lately bought) I have made a Refolution never to com-
mit the like Crime any more, hoping that God, upon my
fincere Repentance, will pardon my former Tranfgreffi-
ons. If I {hould marry at prefent, I am wholy uncapable
to perform the Duty of an Husband, but finding there is
Relief for fome, I hope that I am not paft Help. Iam at
prefent an Apprentice, and obliged to rife early and {it up
late, and work very hard; although Iam almoft out of my
Time, my Parents allow me but very little Money ; but
I have, in my Apprenticefhip, faved two Guineas, Half
one
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one I have here inclofed, hoping you will accept of it, and,
it it {uits with your Conveniency, to order me where to
meet you on Sunday next in the Evening (for I cannot pof-
fibly come on another Day) defiring you will aflift me
with your Advice, and what fhall be neceflary for my Re-
lief, I will endeavour to pay for as I ufe the Medicines :
Although my Circumftances at prefent confine me, that I
cannot make you a Return fuitable to your Merit, yet I
beg that you will undertake my Cure; and, if it ever be
in my Power, I do aflure you I fhall not forget to make
Amends for the Bencfit which I hope to receive.

¢ From your Unknown,

¢¢ But Humble Servant,

3T 6

¢ IF you pleale to let me bave a Line or two, with
Direftions where, and what Time, to meet you on Sun-
day Evening. Dire& it for 7. O. and leave it at your

Bookfeller’s, where I will call myfelf, or fend a Porter
for it on Friday next.

S R
To the Author of ONANIA.

«$ IR,

s««Y AM a Perfon that was never married, nor never had

the carnal Knowledge of any Woman in my Life,
and am of the Age of forty-five, but have been fo unhap-
py as to praétifeSELF-PoL L uT1oN for many Years pait,
fometimes oftener, and fometimes but feldom of late, not
in the leaft fufpeting it to be injurious to bodily Health ;
nor have I felt any ill Effe&ts of it cill thislaft Spring, when
in March laft I had fomerhing fell into my Left Tefticle,
of a foftifh Subftance, which made it fwell, and caufed a

Pain
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Pain crofs my Loins, and above the Bottom of my Belly,
where it continued three or four Days to my great Con-
cern, not knowing the Caufe of it, but only fufpecting it
to be occafioned by that miferable Pradtice. About three
or four Morningsafter, having my ufual Erection, I ¢jelt-
ed it out, and was for fome Time after very free from it,
and veryeafy ; and from that Time I endeavoured to break
my(elf from that vile Pratice, fuppofing it to be my Seed
which fell down through the Weaknefs of fome of thofe
Parts into my Tefticles; and it hasfince that feveral T'imes
fallen into that Part when, in my Morning Erettions,
that my Seed is come into the Penis, and I not fuffering
it to come from me, but checked it back again, have been
forced to take the fame Courfe to get free from it as I did
at firft, It im but the other Day that I met with your
Book, whichIam forry I did not meet with it many Years
ago, the reading of which has made me abominate that
vile Pratice; and fince I left it off I find, upon the leaft
Occafion, or upen none at all, my Seed fall down into
thofe Parts. There are other Ailments which, by read-
ing your Book, I find by this Pratice I have brought upon
myfelf, viz, a Wafting of my Body, a Lownets of my
Voice and Spirits, and a Palpitation of the Heart, and I
have a Noife in my Head like the Tinckhng of a Watch,
All thefe Ailments have fallen upon me fince the laft
Spring.

¢« ] MUST now, Sir, defire your Judgment in this
my Cafe, and your Advice of what is proper for me, [
have here inclofed a Guinea for your Advice: I muft de-
fire the Favour of you to order me fuch Things as you
fhall think proper and effe¢tual for my Cafe, and delire
the Favour that they may be ready at your Bookleller’s
onSaturday Night, or on Monday Morning next, for they
are to be fent to me by the Carrier, who goes out on Monday
Morning; and I fhall fend a Perfon for them, who
will, at the Receipt of them, pay for them; What
you fend me I defire may be taken with Secrecy. I have a
Weaknefs in my Eyes, which I had fome Years paft,
and do obferve Things like Peas dart before them: I
am afraid this unhappy Practice was the firft Occalion

of it, I fhould be glad if, by your Prefcriptions, 1 c:;uld
ave
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have any Benefit for them. Pray, Sir, do not let me
fail to have them at the Time defired, andyou will very

much oblige,
“«§ IR,

¢ Your Humble Servant.”
Sept. 26, 1726,
ep » 173 @ LB,

¢ P. 8. The S¢ed 1 complain of, or whatever it is,
when it falls into my Teficles, which is very frequent,
always fwells them, and makes them very hard; I am
forced to eafe myfelf from it by Ejeftion at my Penis.
I am grown folean, and breathe fo fhort, that I am a-
fraid it will bring me into a deep Confumption; if I
could prevent that Matter falling into my Teflicles, |
hope I fhould do well again.”

I SENT the proper Remedies to this Gentleman,
whe, upon his taking and uling them asI dire&ed him,
fent me the following Letter.,

To the Author of ON AN I A.

S IR,

IRE C E IVE D yours, and find you received the Mo-
ney [afe. You defired, in your laft, to hear how the
Medicines you fent performed: I find myfelf very well re-
covered, tho’ I cannot fay perfeltly 5 for myLeft Teflicle,
which, from the Beginring of my Ailment, was always
the largefl, continues to be fometimes bigger than its na-
tural Size, the other is reduced to ils natural Bignefs ;
and fometimes they both fwell a little, and both are a little
hard, which fbews there is feme Remains of a Weaknefs
yet left, though both the Swelling and the Hardnefs foon
goes off again. The Powder you f[ent foon reduced theg
Swelling. Had the Medicines you [ent laft been each a
little more in Quantity, they would have completed the
S Cure:
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Cure: IWhether you think the Diforders that remainwill
go off of themfelves, or whether you think it proper for
wne to have any more, I leave to your Difcretion. If yeu
judge it proper to fend me fome more, pray direft for Mr.

, at , mear Manshield, and it muft be fent
to the Mansfield Carrier, where Myr. Corbett received
the Money, and what they come to 1 will fend to M.
Corbett, 1o be paid him by the Perfon he received the laft
Money of. 1defire you will make the Charge as little
as you can. I muf} defire of you a Letter by the Poft,
if you fend the Things, and direlt it to Mr. H ;
at , near Mansheld i» Nottinghamfhire, and it
will come fafe to my Hands. 1Iam

Your moft obliged,

Humble Servant,

L' Bl‘

I CONFESS, the Number of Letters that come to
me daily, from People of almoft all Ages, and both Sexes,
upon this Subjelt, more efpecially fince the feven or eight
daft Editions of this Book, are furprifing ; and I have re-
ceived, I can truly [ay, abeve fifty Times mare Letters
than I infert: But as every Body has Leave to write what
they pleafe, fo I hope that, without offending in Point of
Manners or Integrity, Imaybavethe Liberty to chufe thofe
1 like beft, and do not think myfelf obliged to print but
what Ijudge will be ufeful tothe Work, and beneficial to
the Public 5 and of thofe who think themfelves negleéied
en this Head, I muft beg Pardon, and cgﬁ.frf them, that
when they fee me not make Ufle of the Letters they [ent
me, I had fome warrantable Reafon why 1did not,

Nov. 28, 1736.

BN B
GRS GG

The
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The following remarkable Letter came while
this Edition was in the Prefs.

To the ingenious Author of ON AN I A,

SRS

S SEEING in fome public Papers the Advertifement

of your ONANIA, I wasinclined to buy it, hop-
ing it would enable me to forbear the Practice of what
I muft confefs I never could refle&t upon with Pleafure
and Delight. After I had bought it, and read it through
with a great Deal of Satisfaction, I thought if 1 did not
leave off that pernicious Practice pointed at in your Book,
I never fhould, as long as I continued in my prefent Con-
dition, fecure the Enjoyment of my Health and Strength:
Thus did I blefs myfelf with, and thank you (tho’ un-
known) for the Sight of a Book fo proper to all, and
particularly to myfelf; and for fome Time, with what
fingular Pleafure did I thank good Providence, that had
direfted me to fo effe¢tual a Remedy with the Affiftance
of his Grace; and thro’ whole Power how pleafant]
and often I did promife in my own Mind, that I would
never abufe myfelf as I had done. But alas! how faint
are our Promifes, and how fhort-liv’d are our beft Re-
folutions? No fooner did a little Sollicitation to Plea-
fure offer itfelf to my Mind, (which was about ten Days
afterwards) but, like unhappy Ewe, 1 dallied with the
Temptation, and was foon overcome, not thinking of
the Apoftle’s Advice, Flee all youthful Lufis ; and hav-
ing once fuffered the Enemy to fcale my Walls, and en-
ter my Citadel, 1 have never yet been able intirely to
vanquifh and fubdue him; and he having both Nature
and Habit ftrongly on his Side, I begin to fear that I ne-
ver fhall; for, as Horace (ays,

S 2 Na-
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Naturam expellas Furea licet ufque recurret.

““« AFTET having fallen again into my former
Folly for three or four T'imes, the Thing feemed a little
more venial, and I began to queftion whether all was
real or no, which 1 fo fondly embraced upon reading o-
ver your Book ; therefore I could not fatisfy myfelf with-
out a fecond Perufal, and better Confideration; where-
fore [ beg Leave here to give you my Remarks which I
made upon fome Parts that principally concern me; and
if I feem to take the Part of myfelf, I beg you will ex-
cufe me when [ aflure you, it is purely to hear fome
ftronger Reafons on the other Side than my own Mind
can furnifh me with; which 1 beg you would oblige me
within particular, by a Letter, and the Public in gene-
rzl in your next Edition,

¢« THE current Title of your Book being OnNANTIA,

I can ealily allow of, it beinga Word which conveys to
the Mind of the Reader a tolerable ldea of the Subftance
of your Treatife: But when you tell us, as in Page 3,
that the Sin of Owan, for which the Lord was fo angry
with him that he {lew him, was the fameasSELF-PoL-
LUTION, by which, I Fuppﬂﬁ:, you mean Maflurba-
tion, I muflt beg Leave to rtell you, I am inclined to think
that there is a very great Difference between the one and
the other. You are very fenfible that it was a pofitive
Command from Heaven, under the AZsfaical Difpenfa-
tion, that if @ Man’s Brother died, when married, with-
out Iffue, bis Brother fbouldgo inunto his I¥ife, and raife
up Seed unto his Brother : Now thisbeing a pofitive Com-
mand of (zod, Onan was obliged to cbferve it upon a
civil Account, but was refolved not to anfwer the De-
fign of God therein, the raifing up Seed unta bis Brother.
Further, in my Oplnmn, Onﬁﬂﬁﬂ‘zﬂ non Urff-‘rrfﬁfﬂm
per [e :pﬁ;m, fed una cum Feemina in Aétu Coitus; and
if fo, then in both thefe Refpeéts he differs very much
from our Alaflurbators, mnﬂ of which, I hope, are not
fo wicked as to defire Perfons of their own Sex, much
lefs of the contrary, to be their Accomplices in gratify-
ing their innate Corruption. W hen Part of the Word
yau take Notice of to make the Thing feem a Parallel
15,
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is, that the Thing which he did difpleafed the Lord,
which, I muft confefs, I think points chiefly at the De-
fign of his A&ion, and not fo much the Action itfelf;
yet if fo, as I have already faid, I think this Aftion is
vaftly differing from ordinary Maflurbation. How far
this may affet Perfons in a married Station I will not
pretend to determine ; neverthelefs, methinks, it has no
great Reference to thofe that are unmarried, for 1 doubt
not but Onan had been guilty feveral Times before of
Maflurbation, altho’ we hear nothing of it, orany Pu-
nilkment enfuing: And again, when you feem to infinuate
this Practice in fome Senfe comparable to Murder, 1
think you are a little too fevere, Perfons, indeed, that
are married, or thofe that allow and indulge themfelves
in fuch an Abufe of themfelves, as to imbecilitate them,,
or render them abortive, do feem to favour fuch a Cen-
fure, and are the only Perfons that you can juftly point
that Refletion at; butas for younger People, whofe Cir-
cumf{tances will not at prefent allow them to marry, or
others, who are fo moderate in the Prattice as to perceive
no Damage accruing from thence, ought not, in my O-
pinion, to be fo feverely aimed at. In deterring of Per-
fons (that have any Fear of offending God) from this
Pra&tice, you have cited fome Texts of Scripture, which
exprefsly condemnUncleannefs, andexhort to glorify God
in our Bodies, as well as our Spirits ; but had you made
it appear more fully, that the Folly you are reproving is
that Uncleannefs mentioned {o often in facred Writ, you
had certainly done a great deal of Service to your Argu-
ment, and would have made Multitudes more to forfake
what they formerly thought was noSin: For my own
Part, I hope I can fay, 1 would not praltice any one
Thing in the World, how pleafant and delightful to
the Flefth and Senfe, if I firmly believed it was forbidden
by Almighty God. What is ftri&ly meant by the Word
Uncleannefs, mentioned in feveral Places of the New
Teftament, I {hould take a great deal of Pleafure to hear
nicely defined; and what Difference there may be be-
tween a voluntary Emillion of the Semen, without one
impure T hought or Defire, and the lawful Enjoyment
of a Man’s own Wife, with refpe&t to outward Unclean-
ne¢fs, and the rendering of our Bodies unfit to be the Tem-

ples of the Holy Ghoft, 1do not at prefent fee very clearly.
¢« WHAT

A T — e ..
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« WHAT perhaps may add a little to my having fuch
dark Notions of this Matter is, a Prieff of my Acquain-
tance, a married Man, and for whom 1 have a vaft Re-
fpet, and to whofe Judgment I pay a very great De-
fgfenc:e and Efteem (tho’ I' affure you I do not pin my
Faith upon any Man’s Sleeve) who has, to my Know-
ledge, followed this Praltice for many Years, and yeta
Man of ftri& Life and Converfation, and is as great an
Exambple of Piety as almoft any Man within the Verge
of my Knowledge; and yet 1 believe he is more con-
cerned for the gratifying of his Senfes per fe ipfum, than
he is when he enjoys the Company and Society of his
Wife: And my Reafon for this Opinionis what he once
told me, that he never had at fuch'a Time any luftful
Defires after any Woman in the World, and therefore
he allows himfelf in a frequent Practice that Way, which
I am pretty fure he would not do if he thought it was
a'Sin. Formy own Part, Idodeclareit as my prefent
Sentiments of the Matter, that if a Perfon does reftrain
and bridle his Paffion, fo as not to admit of one impure
Thought, or finful Defire, the Pradtice may, in fome
Perfons, be allowable. As for Boys indeed, or Perfons
of weakly Conftitutions, to be frequently plealing them-
felves that Way, T firmly believe it is highly prejudicial
to their Health and Vigour, and in that Refpe& is, and
muft be, difpleafing to God, if.they do it knowingly and
allowedly ; but what ill Effeéls a moderate Ufe may have
in regard toa Perfon’s Health that has arrived to one or
two and twenty Years of Age, more than a lawful En-
joyment of the Pleafures of Matrimony, Icould wifh to
know, if there 'be any. © Whether the Body is put to a-
ny unnatural Force when-alone, which it is not expofed
to in the Embraces of a Female, I folemnly proteft [ am
ignorant of, having never been fo unhappy as to offend
my Maker, by having bad carnally to do with any
Woman, in the A& of Copulation, although I have
many Years followed this Practice, which you feem to
infinuate, in Page 7, we have neither Frailty nor Na-
ture 10 plead for, when I, for my own Part, muft de-
clare, 1 have nothing elfe hardly to bring for an Ex-
cufe, either before God or Man. It is certain, that
Perfons have, at proper Years, fome Motions to Vene-

Ys
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7y, and a natural Promptitude to Pleafure that Way ;
and however bad Company, lewd Books, or a Famili-
arity with the contrary Sex, may draw young People
fooner than ordinary into an Acquaintance with thofe
Things you do, in fome Refpeéts, fo jultly condemn
and reproach, yet it ¥ to mea Matter of Doubt whether
any one, firm in Health, living never fo fecluded from
the World, has continued a Batchelor for thirty Years,
without knowing of thisPradice, which appears to me,
I confefs, almoft natural.

¢« THERE are, indeed, a great many in the World,
who are firft brought into an Acquaintance of it by
fome lewd Aflociates and Companions, who firft fhew
them the Way, and oftentimes lead them into the Prac-
tice ; but I muft acknowledge that it was not fo with
me, but, purely moved by fome indwelling Defires, 1
ignorantly practifed what Iam furprized at, and at fome
Time could not tell what Judgment to pafs upon it;
yet I found fome Trouble of Mind often before, and
foon after, every Time of indulging myfelf that Way,
but this by Degrees diminifhed after feveral Repetitions,
and I, by Tendernefls of Age, not being capable to judge
for myfelf, was eafily induced to believe it a harmlefs
and innocent Pratice, from the Example of Perfons
more learned, aged, and pious, by far than myfelf; and
if I have been fo excefiive in this Folly as to prejudice
my Health, and damage my Conftitution, which I have
Reaflon to fear I have, in fome Meafure, done, I muft
attribute my Unhappinefs, ina great Degree, to a young
Student, with whom 1 became tco much acquainted a-
bout fix or feven Years ago, who induced and obliged
me, by the Influence he had over me, to a more fre-
quent _and oftener Repetition than 1 believe 1 fhould
otherwife have been guilty of: This Courfe he had long
pradtifed at School with his Companions, which is a
crying Shame, yet too notorious, and frequently com-
mitted there, which, as you well obferve, all Mafters
fhould endeavour to check, and put a Stop to, if poffible;
but, in my Opinion, it is a Practice fo immodeft, thae
Boys ought not to be publickly fhamed and correéted
for it, for feveral very confiderable Reafons ; but if the
Mafter fufpeéts the Boy ta be guilty of fuch a Crime,

or
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or likely to be fo, if he would recommend fome fuch
Book as yours to his ferious Perufal, and afterwards
talk to him affetingly about it, which one not long
ago did to a Boy of my Knowledge with your ONnanra,
which the Lad faid very much furprized him when he
had read but two or three Pages; and the Mafter tells
me, he hopes and believes it bas, in a very great Mea-
fure, if not entirely, diffuaded the Boy from the Trick
of Youth; and | am inclined to believe, that if Mafters
or others, would ferioufly warn the Guilty of the Pre-
judice of fuch Practice to their Bodies, how likely it
is to draw them to a further indulging their Paflions in
4 more unlawiul Way, how apt to raife finful Defires
in their Souls at the Time prefent, which muft certain-
ly be difpleafing to that God, who is of purer Eyes than
to behold any Sin or Iniquity with Pleafure or Delight,
and give them their beft Advice to overcome fuch Plea-
fures, by praying to Almighty God for his Grace, and
by a watchful keeping out of all Temptation that may
work upon their Defires, avoiding an Intimacy with
any of the contrary Sex, I fhould then hope that this
Crime would be lefs common, and more hated. But
whether it is impoffible, without the greateft Force to
Nature imaginable, intirely to leave off fuch a Prac-
tice when it has been long followed, is what I weuld
willingly know. For my own Part I muft confefs, all
the Refolutions I have yet made are not able to fecure
me from another Relapfe every now and then; and
whether 1 fhould not do myfelf a Damage by intirely
leaving off fuch a continued Habit at once, I fhould
be heartily obliged to you for your Advice about; my
own Experience, as well as Phylicians, telling me, that
Perfons who had habituated themfelves to hard Drink-
ing, have foon wafted or died upon a total Denial of
all, or their acuftomed Liquor; but whether there be
a Refemblance in this Cafe I cannot tell, and thould be
glad of the Converfation of thofe that could.

¢« WITH Refpe& to Guilt before God, and the De-
filement of myfelf, I have at prefent very little Horror or
Concern, fo faras [ am free from f{inful Imaginations or
filthy Delires, and it is fo fpontaneoufly committed asnot
* g to
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to prejudice my Health, and unfit me for the Service of my
Maker; but whereitisattended with any of thefe evil Con-
fequences, I muft acknowlege, that I cannot review fuch
an Action without fome Grief and Sorrow of Soul; and
when Nature, which is now fo ftrong, and Habit, which is
becomealmoftinvincible, make meuneafly without a Gra-
tification, I confefs I cannot fo fully convince my(@f that
it is a Sin to quench that Flame within me that Way,
which [ could wifh to do fome ather Way, if this was dif-
pleafing to God, or I knew of any better to prevent it.

¢¢ IN regard to the Effe& it has upon my Body, it is
not yet very confiderable, I not allowing myfelf in it fo
commonly and frequently of late as heretofore; but what
Seeds of Infirmities lie lurking at prefent within, or how far
I may have wronged or impaired my Conftitution thereby,
God only knows: Thislam fenfible of, that I am nothing
near (o lively and altive as| were ten Yearsago; my Con-
ftitution indeed was never (o ftrong and hail as fome Per-
fons, and yet not fo bad naturally as to be found Fault with,
or complained of, but through Mercy I can fay, hitherto
I have enjoyed an uninterrupted State of Health; yet my
Senfes, I think, are not fo firong and penetrating, my Pows
ers, both of Body and Mind, more dull and feeble, my Dif-
pofition and Ability to fuffer Labour and Hard{bip not
comparable to many of my Companions: But how far
my Way of Living may contribute to this, you, perhaps,
may be more capable to judge of than I am myfelf,

¢ I DO ftatedly allow myfelf in Bed form ten to fix,
but of late have exercifed myfelf to read in Bed till I find
myfelf inclined to fleep, according to one of the Rules
of Dire&ions in Pages 55, 56.

¢ BUT in the Morning, in Obedience to another, I
find it hard to jump out of Bed as foon as I awake, when
I knew my Bufinefs does not oblige me to it; and feldom
do I evacuate myfelf at any Time of the Night, but that
except I have (eme Bedfellow, from whofe Warmth and
Company I find my Defires and Inclinations a2lmoft infuf-
ferably heightened. In the MorningI refrefh myfelf with
a moderate Breakfaft, fometimes Spoon-meat, at other
Times dry Victuals, witha Draught of Ale; atNoon I

T ' generally
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generally eat a very hearty Meal, and drink a Draug}it of
Ale, or a Glafs of Wine; and at Supper, unlefs 1 have
Meat, [ account it almeft no Supper; and perhaps fome
Timesafterwards, throughCompany, I have been induced
to take too large a Q_um*:t} of Liquor, which, together
with my Bufinefs, which is fedentary and fpf:ndmg, may
have hL]przd not a little to this Decay, which I think I can
ezfily perceive in my Conftitution (particularly in my Di-
geftion, and my Legs and Arms, in which I feel more or
lefs Pain always in the Marmng, if I haddrank any Thing
sonfiderable the Night before) which, however, I wnuld
willingly redrefs by a future regular Way of Living, if I
were but direéted to that which is moft proper to my
State and Circumftance, Iam fenfible, that if I fhould
endeavour to live as hardy as fome People do, I fhould
both fenfibly and fadly feel the Effe&s of it; therefore I
would deny Nature none of her Neceffaries, fo that I did
not prompt her to Vanity or Excefs.

¢¢ THE Company of the Ladies I willingly fhun, efpe-
cially that which is brisk and airy, finding from thence my
Paflions are fo warmed, that I almoft think it a Happinefs
when I am out of th{:ir Company, that I can, in fome
Meafure, abate the Fire which they had kindled; and a
few Hours after, the Impreflions of their Company ftill
remaining on my Mind, I amalmoft as ftrongly tempted
to a Repetition of the Faét, as before; and what is moit
melancholy of all, it is very hard to keep one’s Mind free
fram finful, or at leaft from vain and foolifh, Imaginati-
ons at fuch a Time, fo that I eftecm it as one amung&
my wifeft Maxims of Life, not to thruft ourfelves into
the Ladies Company without Neceffity require, or we
have fome Defires to ingratiate ourfelves into a particular
Lady’s Favour, with a Defign to offer her our Service:
And though you tell us, in Page 6, that this foolifh Prac-
. tice binders Mﬁrrmgf, and puts a ﬁfff Stap to Procreation,
yet I do affirm it for real Truth, that my Defires after
Matrimony are ftronger than ever I perceived them in
my whele Life; and 1 know but two T hings which hinder
me from attempting to make myfelffo happy as I fondly
tmagine [ thouldbein the Embracesof achafteand virtuous
young Woman, wiw, I hope, weuld quench thofe ir11'e-
gular
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gular Motions and Defires, which I find {o often to difturb
me. Firfl, My Want of an agreeable Fortune and Set-
tlement for a Wife, which certainly would tend to our
mutual Happinefs, and which I hope, through God’s Pro-
vidence, I fhall have in fome Time ; and fecondly, fear-
ing leaft, by allowing an Intimacy with any one of the
Fair Sex, I fhould be fo unhappy as to bring myfelf in-
to fuch a Condition as not te be able to refift a Temp-
tation to carnal Gratification: Or like that unhappy
Youth, in his Letter, Page 45, be forced to lament, that
I attempted to keep a Woman company, before I have
endeavoured to reftore my Health, and leave this Practice,
if poffible, that 1 may be more fit to partake of thofe Plea-
fures that are to be met with in fuch an Alliance: How-
ever, I find my Inclinations fo ftrong that Way, that I
will only wait for your ‘Advice in anfwer to this; and if
it may be thought proper to engage in fuch an Agreement
in my prefent Condition, I fhall not defer long to fhew
fome Lady or other how paffionately and fincerely I can
love, chufing the Apoftle’s Advice, Rather to marry
than to burn,

¢ NOW, Sir, I have thus plainly, and perhaps too
rudely, given my Thoughts of fome Parts-ef your inge-
nious and valuable T'reatife, and troubled you withan Ac-
count of my own Condition, and Way of Living, pure-
ly hoping, trom your Gooodnefs, to receive an Anfwer
of your Opinion and Advice to fome Parts thereof, if you
think they are worthy your Notice or Trouble: And
if you think proper to infert fome of the Contents of this
too long and tedious Epiftle, in your next Edition, with
your Anf{wer thereto, I am inclined to believe it will be
very acceptable and a propss to many of your Readers;
and what the rather induces me to defire your Anfwer
to it in Public is, that your Piece, which is at prefent
very ufeful and ferviceable, may be further complete to
anfwer the Objections, and refolve the Doubts of all:
But if you fhall be fo very kind and obliging as to fend
me an Anfwer in particular (which I am inclined to
hope for, from your experienced Goodnefs, and univerfal
Charity, to the unhappy Votaries of Pleafure) you will
do me a fingular Favour, and which may.contribute great-
ly to my Happinels,
| b2 «« ] MUST
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¢« T MUST beg Leave to conceal my Name at pre-
fent till I receive your Anfwer, which, perhaps, may
engage me to conceal no longer my Name or Perfon,
but fhew myfelf then grateful and free in all proper
Woays, though at prefent I fubfcribe myfelf

¢ Your Obliged
¢« Humble Servant,
¢« N. PEpacogus.

¢t BE pleafed to dire& yours thus: 7o Nathaniel Pe-
dagogus, thefe prefent; and I doubt not but it will be
brought fafe to my Hands, by the Perfon whom 1 fhall
defire to call for at Mr, Corbeis’s in a Month’s Time,”

R R

7h¢ ANSWER,

::S IR?

T H AT we are very partial, and confequently bad
* Judges in our own Cafes, is a Truth of which your
Letter is a very ufeful Example, and convincing Argu-
ment. To anfwer it as you defire, I muft have Leave
with Freedom to examine and dive into the Sentiments
of your Heart, difcover the Struggles that feem to be there
between Virtue and Paffion, and fhew you, on the one
hand, the juft Fear you labour under of being a very great
Sinner, and, on the other, the ardent Defire you have,
and the Pains you take, to footh thofe Apprehenfions, and
lullafleep your Confcience. You have followed, you fay,
Maflurbation for many Years, which yet you could never
reflect upon with Pleafure; upon this you read the On a-
N1A, and are convinced of the Sin you commitred : You
thank God’s good Providence for meeting with a Book that

: @terred
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deterred you from that filthy Praftice, and take up a
very ftrong Refolution never to be guilty of it again, but
you are unable to keepit; Nature, and a vicious Habit,
are too ftrong for your good Intentions, and you re-
turn to your former Folly, from which, by the Afiift-
ance of the Divine Grace, you had been refcued.

AFTER this do but mind your own Condu&, and
you will find how ftrangely our Inclinations beguile us.
Could you have conquered your Paffion, it is plain to
me, that you would have been glad to have had your
Thoughts freed from the Imputation of that Impurity,
and then my Book would, in your Opinion, have re-
mained very ufeful, and very convincing: But findin
that the Treatife, which you at firft thought fuch a fo-
vereign Antidote againft Uncleannefs, was not capable
of bindering you from a Relapfe, you imagined that it
.~ would be utterly impoflible ever to meet with any Ar-
gument or Perfuafion that could make you leave this
Praétice, Thisbeing your Cafe, Self-love, which, right
| or wrong, always will be gratified, now attacks you a-
nother Way, and makes you argue thus: If SFLF-PoL-
LuTIOoN, which I am obliged to continue, be fo hein-
ous a Sin, as, by the Help of this Onan1a, I am per-
| fuaded it is, I {hall always be uneafy; and therefore it
 would be very happy for me if the Things contained in
it were falfe, or that I could but confute the Arguments
I have read there. Itisevident, from your Letter, that
from fuch a Motive you have revifed my Treatife, and
when a Man fets out with fuch a Delign, and reads a
Book with fuch a View, it is no Wonder he fhould dif-
cover Faults, when, for the Eale of his Confcience, it is
fo neceflary he fhould find them. But, to let you fee
how ftrangely Self-love blinds even Men of Senfe, I de-
fire you would fedately confider the Abfurdity of the
Opinion, which you fay you are of, Quod Onan femen
non ejicichat folum pfrj)e, ipfum, [ed una cum Foemina in
Aétu Coitus: There is not 2 Word of it in the Bible,
nor have the fewifb Rabbins, or the moft extravagant
Cabalifts, that have made fuch monftrous Conjeftures
on other Things, even fpoke of it; and yet you em-
brace it to juftify an abominable A&ion which you con=
demn yourfelf, after that you are perfuaded it has done

you
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vou an Injury already, and impared your Health, Con-
ititution, and Manhood itlelf. As to your not boubt-
ing but that Onan had been guilty feveral Times before
of Maflurbation, I can fay nothing toit; you may, with
the fame Juftice, do the fame of Adam, and every Man
fince him to this Day: But if you will confider what
fmall Grounds you have for fuch a Belief, you will foon
be convinced, that you have no Manner of Reafon to
build any Thing upon it.

YOU think that I ought to have made it appear more
fully, that the Folly I reprove is the Uncleannefs fo often
mentioned in Sacred Writ, which I confefs I thought
unncceflary to People that have read the Gofpel, and
were acquainted with refined Notions of Virtue, and the
Stri¢tnefs of Morality contained in it. If not to love our
Enemies be a Sin, and to luft after a Woman, commit-
ting Adultery, can any one doubt that it is Uncleannefs,
for the Sake of fenfual Pleafures, by our own voluntary
A& and Deed to procure to ourfelves that Titillation
which God has annexed to the A& of Procreation, only
allowed of to be performed between a Man and his Wife?
As to the Degree of Pleafure in the Emiffion of Semen by
the unnatural Force in Maffurbation, and that which
happens in copula cum Muliere, be fatiched, the Difference
is confiderable : But I dare not be more particular on
that Head, for fear of fullying the Mindsof fome of my
Readers; befides, that in this you may be informed by
others.

I HAVE carefully read over your Letter more than
once, and am perfuaded there is no Obje&tion of Weight
in it, nor Difficulty ftarted, that is not anfwered and fol-
ved, either here, or in fome other Part of what has been
added in this laft Edition, which I defire you would pe-
rufe, reading over the whole again with Atsention, not
forgetting your own Letter, and you will eafily perceive,
that by continuing in the finful Pradtice you live in, you
act againit the Dictates of your own Reafon, and raife
Arguments to skreen yourfelf from your own Fears. Do
but examine, on the other hand, your inward Inclinati-
ons, and on the other, the fophiftical Evafions you make,
and you will ind yourfelf wholly immerfed in Voluptu-

' oufnels
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oufnefs and carnal Defires, and that, like a drowning
Man, you lay hold of every Straw you can catch, only to
avmd the Confufion which would certainly overwhelm
you, if you was to be fincere to yourfelf, and reflet on
your Incapacity of {fubduing your Luff, and your great
Averfion to Self-denial, A Man who is fo laﬁ:iviﬂus in
his Temper, that his Defires and Incligations are almoft
mfuperably heighened by a Bedfellow of his own Sex,
is in a dangerous Condition, and cught, far from pam-
pering his Flefh by fev eral Meals in a Day, to make
Ufe of the moft efFa:&uaI’ Means to mortify it, before he
can, without Folly or Impudence, hope for the Affift-
ance of the Divine Grace. There is no Refemblance be-
tween hard Drinkers, that fuddenly abftain from their
accuftomed Liquors, and luftful Perfons, that at once
wholly leave oft Ma/furbation: The firlk may be injured
many Ways, for Want of the Spirits that ufed to com-
fort them, and inftead of which they can get no Sweceda-
neum; but the latter, if Nature requires in, will foon
receive an Equivalent from NocTUurRNAL PoLLUTI~
oNs, that will an{wer all the Purpofesof Health, There-
fore let me entreat you to leave off your finful Courfe,
the fooner the better, and let no Inclinaticn, or long
Habit of deing ill, be a Plea to hinder your Converli-
on. Itis by reﬁ{hrg Nature, and not by indulging it,
that a Chriftian can expect God’s Mercy and Forgive-
nefs of his paft T ranfgreflions,

. WHAT almoft raifed my Indignation againft your
 Letter, is what you relate of a PrifZ of your Acquaintanee,
who is a married Man, and has follcwed this Praice
many Years. 1 have hardly Patience to fee what you
write of his {trict Life and Converfation, and his exem-
plary Piety. What perverfe Judgments do Men form to
deceive themfelves! A Man may not be unjuft in his
Dealings, he may abftain from Drunkennefs, Swearing,
and other glaring Vices that are offenfive to the Eye of
the World; but he can lay no claim to Piety, or Love of
God, who continues, and is hardened, in the Praétice of
SELF-PoLruTION, for many Years, more efpecially in
the State of Matnmuny A Man may flatter himfelf with
his Innﬂcence, and of his not thinking, at that Time, on

o Waeman in the World, as he pleafes, but nothing can
promps
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prompt him to fuch an A&ion that has a Wife to go to,
but Lafcivioufnefs and Luft after fenfual Pleafures. You
may fee, in the Anfwer to one of the foregoing Letters,
what I have faid of the Poffibility that a Perfon, in the A&
of SELF-PorLLuTion, thould be wholly free from im-
~pure Thoughts, and you will find that this is only one of the
trivolous Pretences, by which Adaffurbaters would excul-
pate themfelves, or at leaft endeavour to extenuate their
Guilt. Some, to excufc themfelves, allege the Prefervati-
on of Health, the malicious Effiuvia of the Semen diutius
retentum, and the Mifchief to be feared from Difeafes of
Repletion; others, the Violence of the Stimulus Venereus,
and committing Offences more odious in the Sight of God :
But what Plea can a Man have for Maffurbation that has
a Wife, whom he may enjoy when he pleafes? Befides his
Uncleanrefs, it is evident that he wrongs the Partner of his
Bed, and if it cannot becalled 2 Kind of Adultery, it cer-
tainly isadting quite contrary to the Precept of the Apoftle
Paul, where fpeaking of the married Couple, he fays, De-
fraud ye not ene another. Y ou do not tell us that he does
this when he is forced to bedong abfent from his Wife, but
he feems to make Ufe of the one and the other promifcu-
oufly, for Variety Sake, which I am fure is abominable.
See what I have faid in the Anfwer to the Lady’s Letter,
concerning the Ufes of conjugal Embraces befides Procre-
ation. But if it was granted, that he only did eafe himfelf
this Way when his Wife was in Child-bed, or otherwife
difordered, or himfelf obliged, upon any other Account,
to be without her for three or four Weeks, it ftill would
argue the little Power be has of Forbearance over himfelf,
and his Pronene(s to Carnality and fenfual Pleafures, A
pious Man indulges not every Appetite the Moment it calls
upon or difturbs him ; and if a Perfon can be called a good
Chriftian, who refufes to practife the leaft Self-denial, then
Continence, Chaftity, and Virtue itfelf, are empty Sounds,
without either Exiftence or Signification.

YOU fay that this Clergyman has followed, and up-
held himfelf in, this Praétice many Years, to your Know-
lege, which to me is a Sign that he muft have loft all
Shame; for no married Man before ever ccmmunicated
fuch a filthy Secret to another, whofe Advice he ftood not

in
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in Need of without being a great Reprobate; and there-
fore to conclude, Sir, 1 defire, whatever Refpe&t you may
have for this Prief?, take my Advice, repent of your Ways,
and pay no longer my Deference to the Judgment of a
Man who can be guilty of fuch grofs Errors himfelf, and
all the while remain infenfible that he commits any.

PRRRBPGGRGDDPRRPVRTGREIRRR

AS I have, in feveral Places of this Book, taken No-
tice of the unaccountable Bafhfulnefs of fome People un-
der the Effeéts of SELF-PoLLuTION, how that they
would rather die with their Maladies, as they have declared
in their Letters aforefaid, than apply in Perfon to an
one for Afliftance, I had as little Occalion, as I had In-
tention, of inferting any Thing further on that Head:
But, as the following Letter carries with it a more than
ordinary Shamefacednefs in the Writer, and happened to
be brought me juft as the Pages before it were in the Prefs,
and feems to be wrote from an overwhelmed Concern, and
deep Remorfe of Confcience, for the Crime, I was willing
to give it a Place, and take the Opportunity, at the fame
Time, of oblerving the Neceflity this fhews there was of
providing proper Remedies, as mentioned in Page 70
aforegoing, for fuch referved Delinquents, to be handed
out to them in the private Manner following, whereby
it can never be known who or what they are for, un-
lefs they will themfelves,
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To that worthy GENTLEMAN 2the ingenious
AUT HO R of a kearned Boox, intituled,
ONANIA.

Ierthy § I R, London, Of. 12, 1732)

HUMBLY hope you will be pleafed to let this ap-

proach your Prefence, and that Almighty God will be
pleafed to infpire your Heart, to have Compaflion on a
pood deluded and {inful Fellow. Dear Sir, lama Perfon
dejected under that heinous Sin of SzLF-PorruTION;
it was the buying and reading of your excellent Book of
SELF-PoLLuTioON, and the Chriftian-likeSpirit where-
with it was penned, gave me fome fecret Hopes of youz
tender Compaffion in this my difmal Cafe. I was between
fixteen and feventieen Years of Age when I firft began
this deteftable Pra&tice of SerLr-PoLruTion; I was
unhappily drawn in by the vile Example of a lewd young
Man. | followed this abominable Sin for almoft fix
Years, more or lefs, but may be I abftained from that
vile Pratice for four or five Months together, and then
1 followed it again ; and at the firft Beginning that I took
to this evil Courfe, F followed it once or twice a Day,
then two or three Times a Week ; and though I fay that
it is about fix Years fince I began this fad Praétice, as |
mentioned before, I believe it was not above three or
four Years, computing the Time I began to the Timel
left off; it is almoft four Years fince 1 left it off, but
fince that I left it I have NoeTwyRNAL PorLuTIONS

fomctimes two or three Times a Week, and fometimes.

not in a pretty long while, but lately I have had them
more frequently than ordinary; for about three Weeks
ago I have had them almoft every Night, though I com-
mitted no Diforder to occalion it, and 1 followed the
Direction in your moft excellent Book, of tying a String
about my Neck, and the other End to my Private Parts,
but I find no Benefit by it; but I have very often Noc-
TURNAL PorruTrions in my Sleep, and in the Morn-

ing when lawake, I find a great Weaknels in the Smali:
' °
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of my Back, and fome Pains, efpecially after thefe Noc-
TURNAL PorLuTIioNs; in Summer 1 have a {mall
Weaknefs in my Hams, and in my Back almoft always,
and fometimes a Pimple on my Private Parts for a Day
or two, and then it would go away as on any other Pamt
of my Body, but I have but very few Pimplesat any Time
about me. 1 have a Weaknefs and fmall Pain in my
Back, more frequent lately than ufual; I have obferved
the End of my Foreskin a little red, which is feldom fo
above two Days at a Time, but this happens but feldom,
and it is a pretty while fince I have obferved any Rednefs
at all; if I have any Pimples, it is in Spring and at Fall,
and I have but few then. I have a good Stomach, and
am naturally of 2 healthy Conftitution; 1 have took no
Phyfic for fome Years, nor have had no Diforders in my
Body than what I have here related to you; Ihave fome-
times a great Faintnefs, and Sinking of my Spirits, but this
is but feldom ; if I had not feen your Book, I fhould have
rather died under my Illnefs, than have fpoken to any one
aboutit; but hoping, Sir, you will not be worfe to me than
to others you have had in cure. Idofolemnly declare, I
never had carnally to dowith any Woman,and [am twen-
ty-eight Years of Age this Month; meeting with your
excellent Book, and there finding Advertifements of Me-
dicines prepared for my Difeafe, but I was willing to ad-
vife with you, becaufe Peoples Cafes differ, and what may
be good for another, may not be {o for me; and though I
am but mean as to my Condition in the World, I am far
from expeéting your Advice gratis, but1only beg the Fa-
vour of you to let me know whether you can help me,
and if you can, be plealed, Sir, to honour me with a Line,
not of Advice, but only to ket me know if you can help me,
and if you can, I will immediately order Halfa Guinea,
hoping you will accept of it from a poor young Man; It
fhall be left at the Bookfeller’s, or at any other Place
where you fhould pleafe to order; and as I have faithfully
related my Condition, and I hope, Sir, you will be pleai-
ed to give me your Advice by Letter, direCted according
to this Direction, for I cannot fee your Face. I thould
| not have been thus tirefome, but knowing I have not
Confidence enough to explain my Cafe to you by Word
of Mouth, for I can by no Means fee your Face, but I
' will endeavour to anfwer you by Letters to what Quefti-
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ons you fhall be pleafed to put to me, Pray, good Sir,
I moft humbly befeech you, for the fake of our dear Lord
and Saviour Jefus Chrift, to have Compaffion on my fad
Misfortune, and that you will have an Eye of Pity on
me, and not let me perifh in my Mifery, Pray, Sir, be
not deaf to what I now write; pray, dear Sir, take into
Confideration my Difeafe, and let me not perifh for Want
of Help, and be pleafed tolet me know where thefe Noc-
TURNAL PoLLuTIONS, though involuntary in my
Sleep, are finful or not, for I am afraid they are; but if
they be finful or not, I find they are weakening to the
Body, which I find by woful Experience, 1 thank you
heartily for your Book ; I wifh 1 had met with fo good a
Difcourfe, on this Subject, Years ago, for until I read
your Book, I was not enocugh convinced of the Heinouf-
nefs of the Sin, though I was convinced it was a Sin, but
not of fo deteftable a Nature. 1 wasin fear for my poor
Soul; pray, good Sir, pray for me, that God would be
pleafed to grant me a true Repentance. 1 hope that if
I had been fo happy as to have read your excellent Book
before, I had not been drawn into this grievous Sin, 1
fhould never have been fo infnared by the Wiles of the
Devil., Iam, with all Affeétion, '

Your Obliged (though unknown)

Humble Servant.

PRAY, Sir, let me havean Anfwer as foon as poffible.
DIRECT for st be left at e till called for:

Another

iy
L
[]
i
-
i




Another very lately from a bafhful Perfon,

SIR,

S} N is a moft fhameful Thing 5 I know it by Experience;
Though I am not known to any of your Bookfellers, yet
I had not thé Face to come myfelf for the Stréngthening
Tinlure I am now taking, but 1 fent for it by Porters
unknown to mey from Places where [ was not known. It
is for that Reajon I dare neither fee you, nor [o much as
to let you know where you might direlt an Anfwer to me
upon the following Particulars. 1 am indeed an old Sin-
ner, having learned that abeminable Practice from a Ser-
vant of my Father’s, who put me upen the Trial of it before
{ could draw my Seed from me. This I have praélifed
more or lefs till the twenty-fixth Year, when ty attempt-
ing three feveral Times a young and forward Waoman (who
loved me much, as I loved her) I found 1 had no flrength
in my Penis, and yet my Seed came from me as foon as T
bad touched her Nature. Iammnow thirty-one; and though
I have fince abjlained from Maflurbation, yet 1 have not
been able to forbear polluting myfelf fometimes by lying on
my Belly. hope 1 have done with that toos for now I
have a Bedfellow, and am feldom alone. I have Priapifms
almof} every Night, and fome Noéturnal Emiffions once or
twice a Month, fometimes not at all in the Times: Upon
Stool or Urine I do not know that ever 1 loff Seed above
three Times. Upon the whole, I belicve I fhould hardly
yet fufpect my Impotence if I had not read your Book, ar
bad the experimental Conviétion of ity as juft now menti
oned; and ten to one but I fhouldbe married. If my Cafe
is hard, it muft be becaufe it is of a long Standing. How-
ever, I will not defpair, but make Ufe of the Medicines
- preferibed in your Book: I thought I was to begin with
taking the Strengthening Tin&ure, [ have three Bottles
of it; but how fhall I know when I have enough, or whe-
ther they will do me any Good at all? I ufe neither De-
coction or Injeltion, becaufe I can neither prepare nor
jake them with Secrecy.  The Prolific Powder fa’q;‘fguém
take,
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sake, but not till next Year, about this Time, when I fball
be (God willing) in Town again: For my Situation in the
Country doth not at all permit me to take Plyfic, unlefs {
have a Mind it fhould be known. But I know not how many
Papers 1 fpallwant. 1donot fee bow I fball be able to take
the Cordial Draught with Secrecy. May I not anoint with
the Balfam, though I do not yet take the Powders? Sir, I
would fain have an Anfwer, and know whether I proceed
wrong, and how te do it well: But Confufion bath covered
my Face; and it isnot fit that fuch anugly Creature fhould
fee a Man of your Charaéler. How do [ know but my State
may, in many Refpecis,be that of others? Youcannot perbaps
tell but the printing of this Letter in your next Edition, with
an Anfwer to it, according tothe Premiffes, may be ufeful to
others aswell asme. 1hear that it isprinting again : [ fhall
certainly buy it, to fee whether you will be pleafed to take No-
tice of my Letter. If it pleafe God Almighty to blefs your Me-
dicines, and to reflore me, by your Advice, tothe Integrity of
my Nature, 1 fhall not fail to acknowlege it in a fuitable
Manner. Sir, Imight now entertainyou & long Time, by tel-
Jing you, that my Confcience did very early oppofe this Prac-
ticey having been warned againfl it by a good Man, who lay
in the [ame Room with me; how I often refolved againft it
tons Purpofe, and many Things more: But I forbare, it be-
#1g of noUfe either to you, or 1o,

5 LR,

Your moft unworthy Servane,

Feb. 20, 1734-53. s

P.S. Iintend tolet you know all that I fhall do in order
to my Cure, and how it goes on. I have not yet taken above

a third Part of one Bottle, I began the fifteenth of this
Month at Night, |

Note, This is the Letter which Mr. 2. ¥. in Page

125, aforegoing, referred me to, as being exactly
his Cafe, excepting a Year’s Difference in Age.

The
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Zhe ANSWER.

S IR,

I AM glad that any Thing I have faid in the ONANTA
has wmught a further Conviction on you, as you
frankly allow it has. I fay further, becaufe you feem,
by your Letter, to have been fenfible of your Error in
polluting yourfelf before you had read it. You fay alfo,
that you I{mu]d hardly have fufpeted your Impotence, had
you not read it, which implies your Cafe not to be fo bad
as you would fear. You want my Anfwer, but dare not
venture to dire&t how, and at laft with to fee it in Print,
which I have here given vou, as far as I conceive it to be
needful, advifing you, in the fir/? Place, totally to aban-
don that vile Praétice; fecondly, to read the many ufeful
Exhortations the ON AN1A will furnifth you with, in or-
der to enable you thereto; and, thirdly, for the Recover
of your Health and Strength, to keep ftriétly to the Me-
dicines, beginning firft with the Strengthening Tinfure
and Viols of the Rgﬁ’a ing Drink, and, after you have gone
on with them for about two or I:hr“!: Weeks, then to ufe
the Injection, and, 2t the fame Time, to take the Prolific
Powder; and at lafl, to fortify the Parts, if there thould
be any Occafion, through the remaining Imbecility of
them, the Cordial Draught, ufing, during the takmg it,
the Balfam, in the ONANIA both prefcribed, and fol-
lowing, as exactly as you can, in every Particular, the
Rules prefcribed in taking and ufing them, which will
foon fhew you when you may fafely leave them off. I

am,
Yours, &ec.

The Author of ONANIA.
The
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(EISEIBCINE
CDEPEDE

(& ﬂ E 55

The following Letter, which came from a
young married Lady, for its Remarkable-
nefs, and that it might be a Caution to others
of the fame Sex, I could not omit inferting,

To the AUTHOR of the Boox called
ONANIA

«SIR, December 18, 1731.
INCE it will be impoffible for you ever to know

from whom this comes, I can with Freedom relate
my Cafe to you, which otherways 1 could not have Confi-
dence enough [o much as to mention one Tittle of it to any
Phyfician living. My fad Cafe is, that when I was a
young Girl of between fifteen and fixteen Years of Age,
at the Boarding-[chool, being enticed and fbewed the
Way by three of my School-fellows, older than myfelf,
which lay in my Chamber with me, two Beds being in the
Room, I did as they did, which you can guefs at, and your
Book tell, and I thought it was pleafing enough: 1 followed
it afterwards upon all Opportunities by myfelfs and fo that
by that Praétice, and the lafcivious Talk we had among
us, and Play Books, and other Books, we ufed to read one
10 another, I wus to that Degree prompted thereby, that
1 was refslved to marry the fir/t Man that asked me the.
Queflion, and the more, becaufe my Parents ufed to [ay
it was Time enough for a Husband at Four or Five-and-
twenty: In fhort, Sir, at Sementeen I got me a Huf-
band, unknown to my Parents; and though he was no

unzqual Match, for I bad a confiderable Farmm left me
by
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by- a Relation, they turned me out of Doors, but foon
after they were reconciled to us: I had three Children by
my Husband in lefs than two Years, for I had two at a
Birth, but they all died, and alfo my Husband foon after.
I remained a IWidow two Years, and then I married with
my Friends Confent. But, alas! fuch was my Bafenefs
during my Widowhood, I living in all Affluence and Plen-
ty, meeting with nothing either to four or ruffle my Temper,
and hauving no fuitable Offers of marrying, and being
more inclined to the Delights of the Marriage-Bed than
ever, with [uch vebement Defires, more efpecially juft
before and after the Courfe of Nature, I could not for-
bear returning to my former wicked Praltice, and that
fo often, and with fo much Excefs, that 1 could hardly
" Jometimes walk, or fit with Eafe, I was o fore: Iindeed
Jeared the ill Confequence, and now find it, but the Plea-
Jurethen wouldnot let me bearken to that, for I had, and
have now, a fad Bearing-down and Forcing of the Womb,
that I cannot fland long, and have another great Weak-
nefs follows me, [o that I have not been fo much as once
with Child fince Ihave been married, which is now about
three Years, and is a great Trouble to myfelf, but much
more does it difcontent my Husband to have no Heir to
leave what we have to: He would have me totake Advice,
but as I could not tell my Cafe to any Man living, 1 fpoke
to my Midwife, and told her how I was ; fbe asked me fome
Queftions, which I could not anfwer, and fhe gave me
Jomething to take, but it did me no Good, fo that by my
Husband’s Order fbe went to Sir David Hamilton for bis
Advice, and be ordered me [everal Things to take, and
the Bath Waters, and Injeétions, but nothing would do
me any Good; and fbe going to him from Time to Time,
and telling bim I was no better, he faid be could do na
more unlefs he fearched me, but I abfolutely refolved again/t
vhat 5 but my Spoufe faid I fhould, and very angrily infiff-
ed on it, fo that to ablige him I faid I would undergo it ;
and he brought Dr. Hamilton to a Relation’s Houfe, where
be appointed, becaufe he fhould not know us, and there 1
let him fearch me,-my Mask being on, and my Widwife
prefent 5 be told us that my Womb was very weak and
fhippery, and that he was afraid I fbould never have any
Cbhildren, and wanted to ask me fome Queflions about the
Caufe by myfelf, but I told him I could Jay nothing of the

X Caufe,
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Caufe, he Fnew that beft as he was a Phyfician; fa that 1
believe he gueffed at the Caufe, but he ordered me down
to the Bath, and be preferibed a great many Things, but
all to no Purpofe; and at my Return to Town, my Mid-
wife coming to [ee me, and finding me no better, told me
be bad heard of a Doétor that had done many fuch Cures,
and had publifbed a Book about them, which fbe had at
Home, and would bring it me to read the next Day, and
brought it accordingly, which is called ONANIA. [was
Jurprized to fee @ Buok that [o hit my Cafe, which made
me think my Midwife fufpeéted the Caufe of my Ilinefs.
I told ber Twould read it through, and defired ber to come
10 me again in a Day or two, and fhe did fo, and then I
told ber I had read i1t, and would keep it, and we being
by curfelves, I gave ber fome Hints of the Caufe of my
prefent dlinefs, which fbe faid fbe all along belicved, and
asked me fome clofe Queftions about it [o that at length,
I knowing fhe wou'd keep all fecret, I fully and freely told
per the Matiery as I bave here related to you, and which
I hawe done in order to bave fome Help from your Hands,
if poffible 5 but as I cannot expel? your Advice for nothing,
bz Perfonthat brings thisywhich 1s my Midwife, will leave
your Feey, a Guinea, withthe Book/eller for you, and will
call for your Anfwer in @ Day or two, and I defire you
wou’'d not fail toleave 1t for her, and therein to let me know
whether the Tin&ure you recommend in your Book called
OnaNia, or the Powder, or both, may be proper, for
the Weaknefs is very confiderable, but perfeétly white, but
Jo thin and fo much fometimes, that it runs from me if 1
Jir never fo little, and the Bearing-down [ometimes very
muchy, with a continual Pain in the IWomb, and in my

Back, which has worn me much away; and befides, I

have now no Manuner of Inclination to the Aét of Pro-
creationy, and very little or no Pleafure in the A&, which
1 am thinking may be as much as any Thing the Reafon 1
can have no Children; but I have a good Stomach, and
feep well 5 but it is flrange that Ithat ufed to be fo amo-
rous, and indeed fo exceffively defirous of converfing with
my firft Husband, fbould have no Inclination that Way
at all tothis Husband, whom I love as my Life. Sir,
pray advife me for the beft, and whatever the Charge is I
will gladly pay ity and you fhall find me very liberal, be-

Sfides

IR — . R
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fides paying for your Medicines.  Pleafe to diref? your
Letter for Mrs. E. O,

.8 1 R;
¢¢ Your humble Servanty’

1 ADVISED this Lady by her Midwife, whom I
talked with about her, to take of the Tinffure and Pow-
der, recommended in this Book, at proper Diftances; and
alfoto follow fome other Methodsdirected to, which fhe
carefully obferved, and fiill continues to perfiftin; and
15 therefore become fo much amended, that thereare Hopes
of a thorough Recovery, notwithftanding the Severity of
her Weaknefs, &F¢c. which was at firft fo extraordinary,
that I defpaired of relieving her, and accordingly gave
her but very little Encouragement to expect it,

THI> Lad}' is fince become perfe&tly well, and brought
to a due natural State of Health, Strength, and Vigour.

1 THOUGHT here to have difmified the Reader,
but confidered it might be necefiary to obferve, that what
has been faid in Pages 14, 15, 20,and 21, to be the Con-
fequences of SELF-PoLLuTioN in Women, isagood
deal made good in the Cale of the above Letter; belides
what will be found, towards the Clofe of this Book, to
have been the fatal Cafe of the young Woman mention-
ed in the Clergyman’s Letter, referred to in the Preface.
And it is too juftly to be feared, there are many Cafes
of the like Kind, and from the fame Caufe, however in-
duftcioufly they are concealed, even to thofe they apply
to, and can only hope to have help from, and, for that
Reafon, are too often difappointed of the Relief fought
for, and which, upon a true State of their Cafe, in as
plain a Manner as this Lady’s, in her Letter, they might
probably have fucceeded in, as itis evidently known ihe
has joyfully done. But tho’ I fay itis to be feared, there
are many fuch Cafes abroad, yet, on the other Hand, I
cannot but own I bave obferved, that the many Com-
plaints of Barrennefs in that Sex (and which are chiefly
among the better Sort of them)are much more generally
from the other Side than their own, tho’ too often to

X 2 their
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their Wrong, as well as Difgrace, and frequently to the
Prejudice of their Healths, they take the Caufe of it igno-
rantly, and too readily, upon themfelves. T hat this has
been done, Dr. Baynard, in his Book of Cold Bathing,
confirms likewile; for, where he has been fpeaking of
Infertility in Men, he fays, ¢ That he has often pitied
poor, innocent, young, new-married Gentlewomen, who
have {weated and ftewed themfelves in bhot Baths, Seafon
afier Seafon. Thefe unhappy Women, fays be, think-
ing the Deficiency lay on their Side, were willing to un-
dergo any Toil or Trouble, in Hopes of a great Belly,
&7c. when, alas! the Fault was in the vile and wicked
whoremafterly Husband, broke and bankrupt in his Bed-
tackle; and this is the Reafon (be tells us) of fo many
unhappy and miferable Marriages, and that there are in
Families fo many married Maids, and makes Women
ramble in queft of thofe Satisfactions which both Art and
Nature, in a warm Conftitution, inceflantly prompts
them to, and the Husband quietly to acquiefce under the
Antlers of a difplayed Forehead, or to pocket his Mif-
fortune, beingconicious that his Wife’s Extravagancies
are the Iffues of hisown Infufficiencies, &’c. The Organs
fubfervient to thofe Exercifes having been thaked and bat-
tered in their unclean Combats, &°c, {o as not to be ca-
pable after of begetting Children, or indeed to perform
any conjugal Intercourfe at all, but witha great Diminu-
tion of the Pleafures and Delights to what they were
before fuch Abufes; and yet the Husbands, to any out-
ward Appearance, fhew not the leaft Sign of any Inca-
pacity, nay rather pafs for as capable Men that Way as
any, but Fronti nullt Fides, and, as the above Doctor fays,
they are Non femper inferius, ficut fuperius ; for that

A Man may look brisk, with Cherry Cheek,
And yet below Stairs very weak.

That Weman's in a doubtful Cafe,

That builds ber Hopes upon a Face;

As one was cheated, when jbe chofe

A Husband by the Length of s Nofe.

BUT vyet a promifing Face, when there is no Capa-
city, is a hundred Times more tolerable (fay the Wo-
men) than where there are neither ; a beardlefs Chin,

and
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and an effeminate Voice, are the the Averfion of that
Sex, as well as Ridicule, and we may allow they are ge-
nerally pretty good Judges that Way, as believing what
Hudilbrafs fays, That

Want of Virility is averr’d,
Do be the Caufe of Want of Beard.

ANOTHER very late Author (a Phyficianalfo) fpeak-
ing of the Imbecilitics and Weaknefles incident to the
Fair Sex, and their Cure, fays, ¢ There is one Calums,
ny, amongft many others, Ignorance and Partiality have
very unjuftly thrown on them, viz. That the Barren-
nefs, Unfruitfulnefs, and Want of Pofterity, fo frequent
in England (elpecially among the better Sort) is com-
monly caft on them, whereas it is very great Odds if
the Fault lies not on the other Side. If the Account of
Generation, now eftablithed and confirmed by undenia-
ble Experiencies and Obfervations, be true and juft, which
I really think it muft be, v:z. That the Femaflﬁ furnifhes
out only a proper Habitation, fit Nourifhment, due
Warmth, and fuch like outward Conveniencies for the
little Beings ; but that the vital Principles, the living
Particles, proceed altogether from the Male, then it will
follow, that the Concurrence of a great many more Cir-
cumfitances, and their precife Degrees (which he enume-
rates) is more neceffary for Fecundity in the Male than
in the Female. T he Liberties Men take beyond Women,
the Riot they run into, their continued Debauches, the
Viciffitude of Heaters and Coolers, the high feafoned
and inflaming Diet the better Sort of young Perfons of
our Sex accuftom themfelves to, will more than fuffici-
ently juftify this my Obfervation. How can Fruit be
expelted from a Tree whofe Root is roafted, fpiced, or
falted to a Mineral? Life is likely to hold long, or be
very healthy, that comes feafoned and fowfed in Her-
mitage, Tokay, O Citron Water. How fertile are the
Scotch Highlanders on their Milk and Oatmeal, and the
native [rifh on their Potatoes and Milk? It is common
to fee at their Doors a Range of Children, like the Steps
-of a Stair, {hewing the Number of Years fince their Pa-
rents came together ; whereas here in England you fhall
fee great Families extinguifh, and large Eftates defcend

to
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to an Offler or aCentinel, fcarce within arithmetical De-
grees of Kindred, for want even of a Female, in a di-
reé& Line, to inherit. ‘Such Obfervations as theie, as my
Friend ( fays be) has {ince informed me, enzbled him to
diredl feveral Families, which he named to me, towards
Heirs of their own Bodies, who had lived fome feven,
fome ten, fome more Years, from their Marriage, in
Defpair of any. And I am very certain, continues be,
if thofe who are fo very anxicus for Pofterity, the Want
of which feems to make their worldly Mifery, would in
sany Time, not long after the Meridian of their Lives,
enter upon a Courle of cooling, {fweetening, and fructify-
ing their Juices, by imitating the Labour and Diet of the
Poor,and other proper Afliftance, they would more cer-
tainly give Heirs to their Families, and enjoy better
Health themfelves than they do, provided there be not a
Scropbulous and Venereal 'Taint on either Side; in which
Cale I think their Infeecundity is no Misfortune.” Mean-
ing, I fuppofe, if by their own Procurement.

THE A& of Generation is never like, as fays ano=
ther Author, to prove more fuccefsful, than when the
Faculties and Defires of both Sexes are reciprocally pow-
erful, and the juft Means to preferve the genital Forces
on both Sides, in a juft and Jaudable Equality, is to be
careful never to impair Nature, by either an Excefs of
ftrong Liquers, or to fall intoa vile Habit of inordinate
Venery, both which ate very great Knemies to the plea-
Jing and profitable Work of Generation; without a mo-
derate commendable Ufe of which, the grim King of
Terrors muft foon reign triumphant over the whole U-
niverfe, and the World be reduced from all its {plendid
Improvements to an uninhabitable Wildernefs: T here-
fore it remains as a principal Duty upon Mankind, to
beget their Likein a lawful Way, that whenever they are
called to their laft Home, they may leave the Beauties
of the Creation to be comfortably enjoyed by a hopeful
Polterity ; that tho’ their Bones are mouldered to their
firft Original, their Names may flourifh to the laft Day;
tor which Reafon Providenee has ordained different Sexes
of the fame Species, and has implanted in them a mutual
Afteétion to each other, that they may afiociate together
with inexpreflible Delight, and cordially join with a yo-
luptuous
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luptuous Extafy to themfelves, in this great and noble
Work for which they are appointed: therefore it is abfo-
lutely neceflary, whenever they engage in this endearing
Duty, that they look beyond the bare pleafing Senfuality,
and have a juft Regard for that moft glorious End for
which it was chicfly conftituted; and not to ufe it with
fuch beftial Indecencies, as to make that {inful which
may be lawfully enjoyed both with Delight and Benefit
to both Sexes.

ALL what thefe Authors have fo rightly fet forth to
be the Effeéts of hard Drinking, hot and high-feafoned
Diet, inordinate Venery, and the like Debauches, may
be juftly faid of SELF-PorLLuTION, and more, as the
Confequences thereof have been worfe, and harder, if
ever, to be intirely retrieved; and where thefe Excefles
meet, or are accompanied with the additional Effets of
a third, wiz. Whoring, how deplorable muft that Cafe
be, and infuperable the Difficulties of it ? “That this has
been the lamentable Condition of fome, what 1s faid to
have been the Fate of the young Man mentioned in the
Clergyman’s Letter, which here follows, and which [
referred the Reader to in the Preface, is an Inftance as

notorious as it is furprifing,.

To the ingenious Author of ON AN I A.

« § 7 R, Sept. 24, 1742.

«« TN April laft T wrote a Letter to Mr, Corbett, fignis

fying that I had read your moft ingenious Book call-
ed OnaN1A, much to my Satisfaltion, and told him I
believed it would do a great deal of Service in the World,
by deterring youth from that vile and bafe Praltice. Se-
veral of my Brethren the Clergy, as well asother Friends,
by my Récommendation, bought it alfo, and were of

my Opinion when they bad read it. Another Friend
: : of



[ 160 ]

of mine called at Mr. Corbett’s Shop for one, but was
told it was out of Print, but that it was a printing again,
with large Additions, As foon as I heard of it, I be-
thought mylelf of my Promife in my Letter to Mr,
Corbett, of fending you a remarkable Occurrence or two,
of my own Knowledge, to be inferted for the Good of
others, todeter them from that evil and pernicious Prac-
tice, in your next kdition. 1 here accordingly make
Good that Promife, and hope they come not too late :
Had I known you fhould bave Occafion to print the
Book again fo foon, I would have fent you them in bet-
ter Time. The Occurrences | mentioned are thefe: I
hinted in my Letter, which I fuppofle Mr, Corbett thewed
you, that 1 was a Clergyman, and kept a School ;* 1 had
a2 Youth of fome Note my Scholar, who for feveral
Years, from the Age of fifteen, very profufely addifted
himfelf to the cruel and finful Praltice of Maflurbation;
he alfo followed as he could get Time, asextravagantly,
that of lying with lewd Women, and Drinking, where-
by he got no lefs than three Claps and two Poxes by that
Time he was twenty-one. T hefe brought him into di-
vers other Diforders, but more efpecially into Miferies
of the private Parts, and though he was moft exceffive-
ly weak in them as to any Venereal Defire, and had a
hard and painful Swelling upon one of his Tefticles,
and the other fhrunk to nothing, and the fpermatic Vef-
fels leading down to them cluftered, or twifted like Ropes,
yet he had fuch conftant and ftrong Ere&ions, that he
often voided Blood through the Urethra involuntarily,
which the Surgeon, who, with myfelf and his other
Friends, advifed him to, called a Satyriafis or Priapifm,
but it gave him rather Pleafure than Pain. He had a
great Diforder in his Urine with it, that at Times was
very painful. Under this Condition he laboured, and badly
enough felt the Effects of his enormous Crimes for many
Months, and went thro’ two Salivations, and divers o-
ther Courfes of Phyfic, by a Confultation of feveral emi-
pent Phyficiansand Surgeons; but in fpite of all they could
do, the whole Matter,atlength, iffuedin avery deep ftink-
ing Ulcer in his Bladder, which, by Degrees, wore him to
a Skeleton, that hedied tabid ; butforabout three Months
Before he expired, he ftunk fo intolerably, that Nobody

could

* Vide PREFACE.
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«could ftay a Quarter of an Hour in the Room, without
holding fome ftrong or volatile Aromatic to their Nofe,
The Caufe of this Ail of his, all the Doétors allowed,
proceeded at firft from the SeL¥F-PoLLuTION more
than from either his Drinking or Whoring, but was ex-
tremely heightened and aggravated by both.

THE other Cafe is this: Some Time after the faid
Death of this young Man, upon my fmoaking a Pipe, and
talking with one of the Phyficians that attended him, who
alfo practifed Midwifry, he told me what he had obferv’d
in a young Woman of about Nineteen, that was his Pa-
tient: She was a Perfon of a fanguine Complexion, and
hot and luftful Temperament, which gvercoming the vir-
tuous Principles fhe in her younger Days had imbibed, was
prompted to abufe herfelf in the Commiflion of that foul
and enormous Sin which you have, with fo much Good~
nefs, expofed, and fhewn the Danger of. She confefled,
that fhe had lived in that Pratice from the Age of Four-
teen, and that fhe had often bewailed, by herfelf, the Folly
of it, with a Refolution to leave it off, but could not keep
it, but never imagined either any Sin or Danger in it, any
more than that {he believed fhe had robbed herfelf of her
Virgin Badge, which the dreaded the Confequenceof fhould
fhe marry: The Inficuments the chofe to gratify her Luft
with, are by no Means proper to be named here; by the
Nature of them, and the Frequency of their Ufe, fhe
brought herfelf into a moft miferable Condition; and the
more fhe followed the Praétice, the oftener were her De-
fires heightened, till at Length, by the Excefs, it brought
her into many dangerous Diftempers, and [evere Womb
Weakneffes, which obliged her to require the Affiftance
of a skilful Phyfician, but no Help could be afforded her ;
for, after all, a Furor Uterinus feized her, and that fo vi-
olently, that in the Fits of them fhe would extravagant-
ly fcream out, talk obfcenely, pull up her Coats, and
throw off the Bed-cloaths, calling to, and laying hold of,
any Man fhe faw, or could comeat, to lie with her; and,
what was remarkable, it was obferved, that in the Height
of one of thofe lafcivious Fits, by the Violence of the
{timulating Power upon the Qvaria, there were externed
or fhed fome of the Ova, which my Friend, the Phy{i-
cian that attended her, fays, the Nurfe fhewed him, ds

wonder=
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wondering what they fhould mean, and that he had more
than once feen feveral of them which came from herata
Time. She living in this Condition, fometimes better,

and at other Times worle, till the was three-and-twenty,
and all of a fudden, in a moft violent Fit, died raving.
Upon Opening her, which was done in the Prefence of
feveral Phyficians and Surgeons, the Extremity or Glans
of the Clitoris, called by the Latins Preputium Mulicbre,
which was much above its natural Size, and which, as

Phyficians fay, is the chief Seat of Pleafure in Women, '

was obferved to be invefted with a fharp correding tgt-
tery Humour, which they imagined muft, in that Part,
itch to a prodigious Degree, and occafion the infupera-
ble T'itillation and Defire; and it was their Opinion, that
the acrimonious Humour which that Part was affeéted
with, had been enticed thither by the Method and Means
fhe had fo long taken with herfelf; and yet this young
‘Woman folemnly aflured them, when {he was fcveral
Times asked, that the never had the lealt carnal Know-
lege of any Man living, Iam,

¢«§ I R,
¢ (Though urknown)
¢ Your mofl Humble Admirer,
& T B

« P.§. I have, by the Method T have taken, effec-
tually prevented that foul Prattice in my Schos/; and,
the better to inculcate the Danger of it in the Minds of
the Youth under mry Care, I have colleéted the Injuries
and fad Inftances you have taken Notice to have accrued
thereby, together with the wholefome Admenitions there-
in laid down, und turned them into Latin, the more to
be obferved; and to oblige the Head of every Form to
read audably to the reft, fuch a Part as I appoint, twice
in every Week, to raife a Deteftation in them of it; and
I could wifh that every other Schoolmafier in the City
and Country would do the like,

7
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To the worthy Author of ON ANTA.

« § IR,

<« ¥ AM an utter Stranger to you, but yet could not for-

bear to let you know that I had long obferved an
Advertifement of your little Book, called ON A NI A,
aginft SeLF-PorruTion, fold for Three Shillings f1x-
Pence, by Mr, Corbett, a Bookfeller, in Fleet-flreet, but
had no Curiofity to fee it till within thefe two or three
Weeks, that I heard it commended by one that had read
it; upon which I writ to my Bookfeller in Londin, to
get one of the New Edition, and fend me. When l en-
tered into it I could not leave it till I had read it through,
and being a Schoolmatfter, and having feveral Times fur-
prifed both my Boarders and other Scholars at the Prac-
tice which your Book juftly reprehends, I read to them,

as Ocgalion offered, thofe Paragraphs, wherein you fo
wifely @nd truly condemn the Enormity thereof, info~
much g8, together with the Letters, fhewing the Suf-
ferings@fiany Youth thereby, I have Reafon to believe

rred them all, even to a fingle Boy, from that
Practice for the Future. My Spoufe has a Sifter in the
fame City where I dwell, that keeps a Boarding-fchool for
Girls; and fhe having told her feveral Times, with Con-
cern, of fome vile Praftices that Way in the elder Girls,
whom fhe has caught, I got another of the ONANIA,
and fent it her by my Wife, firft turning down the Parts
of the Book that relate to that Sex, and which I hear has
had a very good Effe&, as it has drawn them into a Con-
feflion of that abominable Crime with Tears, and Refo-
lutions to abandon it for the future. But what, Sir, a-
mazes me moft is, that any of either Sex, as your Book
takes Notice of, fhould purfue fuch Vilenefs in a marri-
ed State, when the Man and Wife bed together, and there
is no Impediment in the one or the other to hinder the

lawful
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Jawful Enjoyments. T his makes me to be the more nf
the Opinion of the dignified Clergyman, who in his Let-
ter, in the Preface of ONaANIA, fays, That it ought to be
#ead by all Sorts of People, of both Sexes, of what Age,
Degree, Profeffion, or Condition focver, guilty or not guilty
of the Sin declaimed againff.  And, 1 fay it is Pity but
that every Man, Woman, or Child, in the Nation, that
is capable of reading and underftanding it, fhould have
one of them, as it contains the beft Rules for Chaftity,
and Admonitions founded on Reafon and Scripture, that
is poflible, to deter from the Enormities of the Flefth. [
heartily wilh it may have with all, the fame Succefs it has
had with the Youth of both Sexes under mine and my
Sifter’s Care,

o 20 B (4

¢ Your meft Humble Servant,
Sept. 18, 1734,

f g

o RS

SO S

To the Authorof O N AN TA. Tofejeft at
Mr. CORBETT’ S,

¢ Moft worthy § I R, 0¢2. 18, 17309,

“I AM one amongft that unhappy Number, who have
been guilty of that moft abominable Sin of SELF-
PorruTioNn, to the Detriment both of my Body and
Soul. It is now about four Years ago fince I firft faw
your excellent Book, the reading of which put me into
a very great Concern, to think that I fhould be guilty of
a Sin fo Jong, which had brought me into fo deplorable
a Condition; though my Cafe was fo bad, I was refolved
not to make any one acquainted therewith, but by Fafting,
and other Methods recommended in your Book, to ab-
ftain from that vile Pra@ice: Butalas! in alittle Time I

was troubled with NocTuRNAL POLLUTIONS, Hv::at’f:tc
iy
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of Urine, was very coftive in my Body: In this moft
fad miferable Condition I went on, till fuch Time I was
obliged to make my Cafe known to a Surgeon, who, up-
on Sight of my Mcmbcrs, told me that I had got the Foul
Difeafe from fome naughty Woman; but I can appeal
to Almighty God for my Innocency, who knows the
Secrets of all A&ions, that 1 am an utter Stranger to the
carnal Knowlege of any Woman, I took feveral Things
by his Direéltions, and have taken feveral Bottles of your
Strengthening Tinture, which I have found fome Bene-
fit from; but as I ftill labour under very great Diforders,
you knowing the Particulars of my Laﬁ.., fills me with
Hope you can prefcribe that which may recover me.

¢ I HAVE a Weaknefls in my Te¢ficles, my Right
one is fmall and weak, but the Left one is longer; there
is fomething bard in the Veflels, which I fuppofe to be
the Semen fallen into it, which is very hot, and gives me
a great Uneafinefs; my Yard is fmall and weak, have ve-
ry feldom an Erection, my Urine is very hot. I have the
Piles very often, which I take to be owing to the Weak-
nefs of my Body; my NocTuRNAL PoLLUTIONS
are but feldom to what they ufed to be; 1am troubled
with Flufhings in the Face: All thefe T hings gives me a
deal of I'rouble, dreading what may be the Confequences.
Dear Sir, 1 defire you to leave your Anfwer with the
Bookfeller, whether you have known any in my Cafe
cured; if fo, pray dire¢t me to thofe of your Medicines
mentioned in your Book, that may be moft proper for my
Cure. I fhall not forget your Fee, which I have order-
ed to be left on the Receipt of your Anfwer, by the Per-
fon who brings this, Let your Anfwer be dire&ted as I
fubfcribe myfelf,

¢ Yours,
¢« Onus, A. C.
¢« ] AM about twenty-three Years of Age,

¢« PRAY leave the Anfaver with the Bookfeller; till
¢alled for by the Perfon who brings this,”

IN
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IN Anfwer to this Letter, 1 advifed the Patient to
take the Strengthening Tincture, and the Viols of the Reflor-
ing Drink, W im.h, upon his Requeft, I fent him accord-
mcrl}r, and after he had taken them for awhile, he fent
me the following Letter of Succefs.

R
: To the Author of O NAN I A.

<« Mo/t worthy § I R, Nov. 29, 173
RECEIVED the Basket, in which was every

T hing according to your Account, and have made

Ufe of them according to the Direftions of your Book,
and have found a great deal of Benefit, viz. My Urine is
not near fo hot as ufual, and I make it more freely,
though there continues ftill fome Sharpnefs; my Right
Tefticle is now much bigger, my Left is not fo hot as
ufual, nor hangs down fo much (for which the Trufs is
of great Service to me) my Spermatic Arteries are much
ﬂrenwrhened ; do find that my Blood and Spirits, and my
wlmle Contftitution is much amended: 1 have 3{1{}01
Stomach to my Victuals, and begin to grow fat. Y our
Medicines gave me one or two Stools a Day; the Reffor-
ing Drink being gone two or three Days fooner than the
Tincture, 1 have taken it alone, fince which 1 have been
more coftive in my Body; do beg of you to mention what
Sort of Diet is moft proper for me, and whether Smoaking
is prejudicial or not.  Dear Sir, I beg of you to judge of
my Cafe, and fend whatever may be more neceffary to
recover me, and that it may be left directed as I fubfcribe
myfelf, on Thurfday, being the fecond Day of December :
I beg of you that it may be left at the Bookfeller’s that
Morning by eleven or twelve o’Clock at Noon, at
about which Time there will be a Perfon call for them,
and pay the Charges as dire€ted. I do humbly thank
you for your Advice, &¢. which have been fo ﬁ:rvice?-
bie
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ble to me; do hope it will pleafe God, in his Goodnefs,
to blefs thofe further Means that may be made Ufe of
to my perfe€t Recovery. Pleafe to tell me whar will
be the Signs of my thorough Recovery. I fublcribe my-
fclf, as before,

¢ Your moft Obliged,
¢« Humble Servant,
“ OUnos, AL

T HIS Patient finding great Benefit by the {aid Tinc-
ture and Viols, I advifed him to go on with them a little
longer ; which he did, and then he fent me the following
Letter.

B D TR D IS P IO

To the Authocr of ON AN I A.

¢ Mot worthy S I R, Fan. 3, 1739-40.

RECEIVED yours, & in the Basket, all which

1 have fince make Ufe of, do ftill continue to be
better, more ftrong, aétive, and lively. I have a good
Appetite to my Victuals, and fleep well;  but ftill there
remajns a Heat in my Left Tgﬁrrff, and fﬂmE Sharpnefs in
my Urme, which | hope in Time will wear off. My
Teeth are bad with the 8curvy, I do fuppofe, being loofe,
and the Gumbs very mucheat away. I defire you to fend
me whatever more 1nay be neceflary for me, thoughIam
unfpeakably better inevery Refpect; yet Iam fenfibleI am
capable of heing in better Health, by your Advice and Me-
dicines, which I hope, by the lefling of God, I fhall foon
fee. 1 obferve you mention in your Book the Prolific
Powder, and Balfam, which 1 have not made Ufe of,

which if you think proper for me, I defire you to fend it.
Was
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Was I well, I have a great Defire to enter into the mar-
ried State; do defire to know how long it may be proper
¢o ftay before I engage in it. I heartily thank you for
your Care and Trouble, and do delire that the Medicines
may be packed clofe up, at theBookleller’s, againft Tuc/day
Morning, by nine o’Clock, at which Time the Bearer will
come and pay for them, as wrote on the Diretion; like-
wile 1 have ordered your Fee. I am, as before,

< Your for ever Obliged,

<< Humble Servant,
¢« Onvus, A. C,

«« I HAVE PovriuUt10Ns but very feldom, but ve-
sy often ftrong Erections.”

UPON this Letter I fent him what he wrote for, by
which he was compleatly reftored.

O T E, The two Medicines mentioned in Page 70,

71, aforegoing, are to be had, by the Author’s Ap-
pointment, now Only of C. Cor BE T T, Bookfeller,
oppolite St. Dunflan’s Church, Fleet-flrect, who fells
this Book; the firft of which is to be asked for, by the
IName of

7he STRENGTHENING TINCTURE,

The other by the Name of

Zhe Proriric PowDER.

AND are now both fo much improved to what they
have hitherto been (as will eafily be perceived by their
Lafie, Smell, and Colour, as well as Effecs) that it is pre-

fumed,
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fumed, no Medicine, for the Purpofes intended, can'se
more judicioufly contrived, or efficacioufly adapted,

THEY are now, I fay, only to be
had at the faid Mr, C. Corbett’s Shop, as
directed above, and will be delivered to
any Meflenger, fealed up with the fame
Seal as here in the Margin, whereby they
can never be either counterfeited, alter-
ed, or diminifhed.

AND areeach of them to be taken, in the feveral Cafes
mentioned, according to the following DireCtions, viz,

O F the Strengthening Tin&ture §0 Drops, which is
about a Tea-[poonful {}'ﬂa.émg itwell firfl)dropped or pour-
ed upon a little powdered Sugar in a Spoon, which will
make it into a Sort of Pafle, and, when you have fwallow-
ed it down, drink immediately after it a Dofe of the Re~-
ftoring Drink, which will be by and by [poke of, taking
it the laf} Hnng ving to Bed, having [upped at leaft an
Hour before, arzd alfo the firft Thing in the Morning,
fafling for mear an Hour after ity and then you may eat
and drink, and go abroad as ufual.

THIS Tinfiure is of an alterative, balfamic Quality,
whereby it not only regulates and amends the whole Mafs
of Juices, and corredts the Acrimony of the Humours,
but prevents the falling of them down upon the Glandules
of the Urethra, and Parts contiguous, which caufe Go-
norrbeas, Gleetings, Emiflions of Seed upon Stool, or
in making of Water, NocturNAL PoLLUTIONS,
external Rednefs, or Ouzings of Mucus, or a Moifture
in Men, as well between the Glans and Preputium as
from the Paffage, which being harboured there, fpreads
a white Furrinels upon the Nut, and the Infides of the
Prepuce, and fometimes {mell rank,

IN Women it falls on the Glans in the Vagina, caufing
the Whites, a Bearing-dswn or Relaxation of the /7omb,
Painor Weaknefs in the Back, and inward Waftings and
Decays, which, by its reftraining, balmy, and mere than
common healing, agglutinating Virtues, this Medicine

pre-
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prevents, as allo the undue Shedding of the Seed or Mu-
cus in either Sex, which latter, in the Weaknefles men-
tioned, does almoft continuzally 7ffue or cuze from thofe
Glands, and Parts adjoining, and, by Degrees, much im-
pairs Nature,

IT at the fame Time corrcborates and confirms the
Tene of the Parts, that very feldom, if ever, any Re-
lapfes enfue, unlefls upon fomeremarkable Hurt received,
or frefh Irregularity committed to occafion them. And
what further adds to its Excellency, and renders it vaftly
more valuable, is, that i1t is the moft certain Remedy
known, and, by reiterated Experience, proved, to help
or forward Conception, and prevent Mifcarriages in Wo-
men, tho’ they had never conceived for Years together,
or when they had, have mifcarried feveral Time before,
Yor this it is held in Efteem by many Adidwives, who,
for thofe Exigencies, keep it always ready by them. And,
befides its being a very pleafant Medicine to take, it is per-
fectly agreeable to the Stomachs of every Body, and is,
in all Refpeéts, a comfortable and generous Cordial.

THE Price is Half @ Guinea the large Ounce Bottle,
being fomewhart bigger than they ufed 1o be : Two or
three of them molt commonly cure, unlefs where the
Cafe has bzen of long Standing, and the Glands and Se-
minal Veffels very much debilitated, and then a Bottle
or two more of 1t may be required.

THE Phyfician that imparted this, and the other Me-
dicine fpoke of, faid alfo, that if either Sex would, in
zll the Cafes mentioned, during the taking of this Tinc-
ture, drink of the DecofZion, and likewife make ufe of
the Jujellion following, they would very much expedite
and facilitate the Cure.

The DeEcocTioN 75 zhis.

TAKE Archangel Flowers dried, fix Handfuls; Cy-
prefs Roots, and Galangal Roots, both bruifed, of each twe
Ounces ; Biflort Roots bruifed, an Ounce ; Roots *Efoﬁﬂ“'”d
Rovaly, cut fmall, two Qunggs; Red Refe Leaves, four

and-
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Handfuls 3 Ifinglafs cut fmall,three Ounces 3 boil them all
in eight Quarts of Water till it comes to fix Quarts. flrain
1t, and drink of it a Quart a Day, viz. Half a Pint in
the Morning, an Hour ar two afier you have taken the
Drops; a Pint at Noon with your Dinner, and Half a
Pint at Night,an Hour or two before youtake the Draops,

either warm or cold.

The InjecTION 75 this.

TAKE Sugar of Lead, a Dram ; white Vitriol,a Dram;
Roch Allumy a Dram ; pswder the Vitriol and Allum, and
put themy with the Sugar of Lead, into a Pint and an
Half of Smith’s Forge Water, then pour them into a di-
gefling Glafs, and [et it in a moderate Sand-heat, clofe
covered, for ten Days, then take it out, and, when it is
cold, add Spirits of Wine camphorated, three Spoonfuls;
fhake themwell together, and filter ity or let it well fettle
then pour off theclear, which will be as fine as Rock IWater.
It is to be ufed by Men three or four Times a Day, with
a proper Syringe, and by Women witha Womb Syringe,
as often ; and if it be injefted fo warm as ealily to be
borne with, efpecially by Women, the better. If it
fhould fmart much, or give any Unealinefs, it may be
weakened with a little more of the Smith’s Forge Water,
Thefe two Medicines will be made up at a fmall Charge
by any Apothecary. In many Cafes I have obferved,
that the Bath or Briffel Well Water, with the Tiniture,
to have had the fame Effc&s, and in fome People more
than the Decoflion, by only drinking a Pint, at feveral
Draughts, after every Dofe.

BUT as Experience is the beft Schoolmafler, 1 muft
admonifh thofe of my Readers who may ftand in Need of
phyfical Afliftance, that, fince the Publication of the
Sixth Edition of this Book, 1 have (in order to bring the
Cure of the Diforders and Infirmities fpoken of into as
narrow a Compafsas poflible, as well in regard to Difpatch
as Expence) prepared a pleafant Drink (to be asked for by
the Name of the Refloring Drink) to be taken with the
Strengthening Tinflure, as before-mentioned, which, by
many Trials and Obfervations, 1 have found to anfwer
all that can be expected by, and be vaftly preferable to,
- Zi2 el-
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either the above Decoétion, or the Bath or Briffol Wa-
ter, by only drinking Half a Pint of it (fhaking it very
well firft) every Night and Morning, after the Tinture,
a5 before dire&ted, which, as it will more immediately
“convey the Efficacy of the Tincure to the Parts affe&t-
ed, fo it will be a better Vehicle by far and of more
Service than the Decollion, or any other Vehicle, in
ipeedily compleating the Cure, I cannot but recommend
it to be taken inftead thereof, without taking or ufing
any other Medicine at all except the above [fnjeétion,
whofe Ufe in Gleets in Men, the 777hites and other 7 omb
Weakneffes in Women, is advifed to, as mentioned in
th’; Book. This Refloring Drink is allo to be had at
the faid Bookfeller’s, at Four §hillingsa Flask, each hold-
ing about five half Pints, and is fealed up with the fame
Seal as the Tinffure. But yet

NOTE, 7hat though of this Drink the Bookfeller has
Jold very large Quantities, which have been owned
to him to have bad the expelled Effells, yet the Bulk
of feveral Flasks (many having had them by Dozens
at a Time) having been complained of by moft People,
and even of fingle ones, as not being [o portable, and
confequently not of fo eafy or private Conveyance; the
Auther bas now fa contrived and ordered the Ingre-
dients compounding ity that they will not fill above
a Quarter of a Pint Viol (which may be carried a-
way in the Pocket) and which by being well fhook,
and poured into an empty Spaw Water Flask, or any
other Bottle that will hold about five Half-pints,
and then filled up with fair Water, and well fhaken
tagether, makes the aforefaid Reftoring Drink, of
the fame Goodnefs, and in the fame Perfelion, or
better (as by this Means it will be always frefber,
and keep longer, than it ufed to do in the Flasks)
and will anfwer, in every Refpec?, the fame as that
did, and is alfo to be taken after the fame Manner.
Thofe Viols are fealed up with the fame Seal as is the
Tin&ure, and as the Flasks ufed to be, and are to
be had only at Mr. Corbett’s, Bookfeller, named in
the Title-Page, at the fame Price of the Flasks, viz.
Four Shillings eack Viol, and is to be asked for by the
Name of a Viel of the Reftoring Drink.

AND
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AND as the real Efficacy (as well as Conveniency) of
the Viols, and the Strengthening Tinéture, taken toge-
ther as direéted, bhas been, to Numbers of People, ex-
ceedingly confiderable, even in doing all that was necel=
fary, and could be expeéted, in furlt rectifying the Dil-
orders of the Body, and then reftoring in the moft ex-
ceflive weakening Imbecilities of the Seminals and Gene-
tals, which thofe who, by the immoderate Practice of
SELF-PoLruTION, & had brought upon themfelves,
I could not but again, and can hardly fufficiently enough,
recommend them; and among the many Lettersacknow-
ledging their Virtues, and good Effe&ts, in fome of the
worft of Cafes that have been fent me, I cannot help in-
ferting the following as a Specimen, which came to my
Hands whilt Ona~1A was reprinting in the Prefs, |
fhall firft give the Reader the Letter of the Patient’s Cafe,
and then the two he fent me after he had taken the faid
two Medicines.

DD DD B S R PR DI e

Do the moft worthy Author of ON ANIA,

¢ Sk Ry Londen, Feb. 2, 1739-40.

ce ITH humble Submiffion, beg Leave to trouble
you with thefe few Lines, asfollows. Sir, I am

one of thofe unhappy young ¥ouths, that have injured
themfelves by thar moft abominable Praélice of SELF-
PoLrLuTION, of which I do earneftly repent, and am
heartily forry. Sir, the firlt Time that ever I knew a-
ny Thing of that moft heinous Sin, I was about my fe-
venteenth Year, when 1 was fhewn by a Man that was
old enough to have been my Father; he was at leaft 50
Years of Age; not only that, but the deteftable Sin of
Fornication, which Pra&tice I committed about twenty
Times; the very firft Time I committed it I got a fmall
Damage, of which I got foon well; and about Half 2
Year ago I got another, which proved more fatal than the
other, for it was for the Space of four Months before I
. abt
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got well ; but having met with your well-penned excel-
lent Buak againft SELF-PorruTion, and fuch like
finful Praétices, in which I found fome Cai‘es in relation
to mine, which puts me in agreat deal of Terror, think-
ing what Damage [ have done my poor Soul and Body,
being ignorant of it before. 1 have, for thisthree Quar-
ters of a Year, Pimples continually going and coming
upon my Face and Head, and fome Parts of my Body ;
I am apt to fqueeze them, and comes a white Matter,
then follows a Water; I have had feveral upon my
Members as big as grey Peas. I am troubled with fad
Dreams, fo that Itannot get my natural Reft. 1 have
had NocturnaL PorrurioNs about fix Times, all
within thefe twelve Months, none before. My Memory
1 find is fomething fhorter than ufual; my Secrets are
very weak to what they ufed to be, and I have not fuch
a Force with my Water as ufual; my Nut under my
Foreskin is full of fmall Pimples, about the Bignefs of
Pins Heads; it is very fore, and very much inflamed.
I have had for this Year and Half, a great Scalding in
my Water, and is generally very foul, and {mall Things
fwimming aboutin it. 1 feel no Manner of Painsabout
my Body, which makes me to think itis much the bet-
ter. lam now about my twentieth Year; it is about
three Years fince I have followed this moft horrid Prac-
tice, fometimes twice a Week, fometimes thrice, fome-
times twice a Fortnight, and fometimes once in three
Weeks, O abominable Sinner againft my bleffed Ma-
ker! Therefore as I do here, in the Prefence of Almigh-
ty Gop, folemnly and truly declare, 1 never will fol-
low that deteftable Practice any more ; if I had butknown
the Confequences of it, I never would have done it.
Sir, I beg that you would be pleafed to give me what
Directions you think proper for the Cure; there is a
great many good Directions in your Book, I do believe;
but, Sir, if you pleafe to tell me how many Bottles of
‘Imﬁure will do, or whether I need ufe all the Things
that your Book mentions. Sir, Iam an Apprentice, and
have a Year and Half to ferve of my Time, my Friends
will allow me but little Money, but I have faved up two
Guineasin my Apprenticethip; herein, Sir, I have in-
clofed Half a Guinea to you, hoping that you will be
pleafed to accept of it, and, when I am out of my ‘]}ime,i
wil
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I will be fure to make you Amends, and you fhall ever
have the hearty Prayers of,

¢ Your msft bamble Servant, wninown,
[ ]’ | >

¢« PRAY, Sir, dire& for Mr. E——, at Mr. Cor-
beit’s, and 1 will call or fend on Satardsy next for it.”

UPON this Patient’s taking the Strengthening Tnflure,
and Fisls of the Reflsring Drink, which I advifed him
to begin with, and.continue for 2 while, be fent me the
two following Letters of their Efe&s.

To the molt worthy Author of OxaAN1A,

S IR, London, Feb. 23, 1739-40,

TOURS I received the 8th Infiant with great Foy and
Thankfulnefs, and, ts my great Satisfaiion, as [som
as I received yours, I began with the Tin&ure, and Viol
of the Reftoring Drink. [ bave task sme Battle, with
Four Viols of the Reftoring Drink, and I ds find myfelf
much amended, which Ids return my bearty Thanks for.
1 was not willing to proceed anmy further, before I let you
know baw it is fince I bave began with yaur Direfims -
1 bave bad three NocTUuRNAL PoLLUTIONS, which
I never bhad but fix before ; bat as you [ay, in your ON A-
NIA, lying upom the Back is a verygreat Friend to that,
for every Time I bad them I was ?ﬂl}ﬂlﬂi‘; but 1
will take Care 1o prevent it fir the Future: My Water
is flll the fame, foul, with Things fwimmimg absut in
st, and the Pimples of my Face is mot yet abated, but, to
my thinking, encreafes, but much fmaller than afual. I
find myfelf fIramger, brisker, and lrvelier, and thafe Parts
that were much weakened are now Egcome fironz and well,

- is
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g0 my thinking. But, Sir, I am the moff concerned as
poffible can be, becaufe [ amnot, at this Time, in a Capa-
city to make you Amends : I do thank you, Sir, Jor the
Good you bhave done me, Inever can make you Amends ;
and, had it not been for your Chriflian-like Book, I'might,
confequently, have followed it tomy Life’s End: But, Sir,
in a fmall Time, when Iam of Age, I then, Sir, fhall be
more able, for now I am allowed but very little Money.
I hope, Sir, you will be pleafed to further direlt me as
you think proper, and, Sir, you fhall ever bave the hear-
ty Prayers of

Your moft humble Servant,
¥ C

PRAY, Sir, be pleafed to direi? as before, for Mr.
E———, 10 be left at My, Corbetts till called for.

SIR, I forgot to put this in the foregoing, the feald-
ing in my Water is much abated; but if [ chance to drink
a Dram, or any Thing flrong it comes wery violent ; but
wwhen I have taken the Pb}ﬁf, a;ﬂmn as it takes Effﬂ it
is goney, which fhews the Goodnefs of the Phyfic, and I
hope it will take it quite away.

S o
To the moft worthy Author of ONANIA,

Warthy SIR, London, March g, 19%39-40.

Y/ OURS I received, the 24th of laft Month, with great
Joy and Satisfaétion, which I humbly thank you for.

Sir, 1 took your Adviceaccording to Order, and find my-
felf much amended in this Bottle, as well as in the other.
Ihave hadnoNocrturNAL PorruTions fincel took
this laft, as I had fix before; my Water is very clear,
hardly any Thing to be pesceived in it: The Pimples of
my
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my Face are almoft gone, but fometimes come a great
hard Pimple, and long before it breaks; but I have had
none of them this four Days, makes me think they are
gone ; my Yard is in good Order, but a little reddifh. 1
do find myfelf very ftrong and hearty, and fleep well,
without any troublefome Dreams, as I ufedto have, and
feel no Pains at all about me, butall well to my thinking ;
and, Sir, Ihope you will be pleafed to further advife me
what I had beft to do in the Cafe, whether I muft take
any more or not, I hope, Sir, you will be pleafed to
fend an Anf{wer to this, to be direéted as before, for Mr.
E , tobe left at Mr. Corlett’s till called for, Sir, I
hope you will be, pleafed to pardon the Imperfections of
my Writing, and you fhall ever have the hearty Prayers
of

¢ Your moft Humble Servant,
s Jog

OF the Prolific Powder (which is a great Spec:fic, and
is now very much improved to what it was) one Paper is
to be taken mixed up in a Coffee-dith, with feven or eight
Spoonfuls of the ftrongeft Mountain W ine that can be got,
the laft Thing going to Bed at Night, fupping an Hour
before, and alfo the firft Thing in the Morning, fafting an
Hour after it, without any Obfervation as to Diet, but
only that if nutritive Foods be eaten often, as £ggs, Can-
died Eringo, Gelly Broths, Soops, Artichoaks, Lobflers,
Cray-fifb, Oyflers, Cavair, Chocolate, Sago, and the like;
and alfo ftrong, generous, and rich Wines, with the Spaw
Water, be drank, the better ; or a ftrong Decoétion of
Pine Apples, or Ofmond Royal Roots in Water, which
have alfo a peculiar agglutinating Property of curing the
Whites in Women, and {trengthening the #omb, and
between whiles fome found, good, home-brewed Ale,

THIS Powder has no fenfible Operation, but yet en-
riches, comforts, and nourifthes the Parts of Generation
in both Sexes, furnifhes them with Seed, and invigorates
them ; it having been experienced to be a very great Re-
ftorer of Nature, even when feeble, decayed, and almoft
fpent; thofe that take it will foon perceive its noble Ef-
fets, by its remedying Impotencies in Men, judged in<

. Aa curable.
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curable, and Infertilities in the Fair Sex, when they have
been fuppofed to be barren ; and will be ftill more effec-
tual, and the better brisk up and enliven the Generative

.!r*runhf.f, it they be taken in the afore-mention Fiols of
the Ra,-;':nmg Drink, a full Quarter of a Pint (thaking 1t
well} with each Paper, in the room of the Mountain
Wire, mixing them well together, and another Quarter
of a Pi ntdrank by itfelf,, after it It is fealed up as afore-
faid, in I’zpms, 24 in each Parcel, Price 125 and muft
be continued till the Patient is well, which will be fooner
or later, according as is the Nature or Degree of the Cafe.

Where there is no ill Conformation of the Parts, a Cure
may be depended on; but where the Blood is vapid, and
the A& of Generation performed without any delectable
Senfation, as is often the Misfortune of fome in both
Sexes, it is a fure Sign of a Deviation from the natural
State, and there little or no Help is to be afforded: But
where the Impotency is only for want of Seminal Matter,
it may be fupplied with Balfamics of the moft nutritious
Particles fimilar to the Seed, and that is eafily done by
Medicine, Diet, and Cordials, which aregenerous, and
truly prolific, will circulate the Fluids with aétive Princi-
ples, 2ud ieftore the loft T'one of the Parts; the two firft,

viz, Medicineand Diet, have been recommended ; bur,
that nothing might be wanting to render them as fﬁ"r:&ual
as poflible, and procure all due Nourifhment, the fame
Phyfician, that imparted the Medicines, has likewife, for
the Sake of thofe that are, as it were, qtiite worn out,
communicated the two fellowing Prefcriptions, which, he
aflures the Author, will infpire, and give new Life and
Vigour to, the dcficient and debilitated Parts,

TAKE of the beft Palm Sack, fix Ounces; of Gelly of
Hartfhaorn, three Qunces ﬁﬁuﬁ({ Ambergreafe, ten
Draps; Chacolate, all Nut, Half anOunce; black Pepper,
finely powdered, one S:rup!.e 5 Effence of Satyrion, twenty
Dropsy Confectionof Alkermes, a Dram; Effence of Can-
tharides, twelve Drops; Velatile Salt of Vipers, ten
Grains; white Sugar-candy, three Drams; diflolve the
Chocolate and Sugar-candy in the Sack over the Fire, but
not to boil, and when it 1s cold, add the other T hings,
with the Yolksof two Eggs; mix them all together very
well, and drink it at one or more Draughts every Morn-

g
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ing at Break-faft-time, an Hour or two after you have
taken the Powder, repeating the fame at Night about
the fame Diftance of Time before you take the Powder,
continuing it {o every Day during the whole Time the
Powders are a taking.

THIS Cordial Draught will be found an exceeding
Comforter and Nourifther of the genital Parts in both
- Sexes, will replenifh all the Defedts, or Want of feminal
Matter, which it alfo enriches and fpiritualizes. But as
many may not know where to get the three £ /fences,
and welatile Salt named in it, in their Perfe&ion, or care
not to have the /njection made up by any Apasthecary they
know, it.may not be amifs to inform them, that thev
may be had, faithfully prepared, at any Caemift’s or A-
pothecary’s Shops,

AS in Men a deficient Ferment in the Tefticles very
often incapacitates them, and as-in the Fair Sex, thro’
a natural Coldnefsin their Parts, Generation i1s hinder'd,
they fhould both, whilft they are purfuing the Direions
abovegiven, anoint with the followingdeleciable Balfam,
which mightily irritates, warms, and ftrengthens the
nervous and mufculous Parts, which adminifter to the
A&, and will haften the Cure.

TAKE Oil of Mace, by Expreffion, tws Drams; Pe-
ruvian Ballam, one Dram Qil of Nutmegs, Oilof Cloves,
of each fix Drops; Musk, f.-gfrf Grains; Civet, 10 Grains;
Ifﬁm& quant&ar:dﬂ, and Effence of Ambergreafe, of
each fix Drops ; mix them all together very well upon a
Tile, without the Ufe of any Fire, and with it let both
Sexes anoint the Parts, intra & extra, every Night going
to Bed, and in the Morning alfo; and if, at the fame Time,
the Man would ufe Co/d Bathing, it would in a fuperlative
Degree make him Amendsfor the Trouble, for, as Dr.
Baynard, whom 1 have mentioned before, rightly fays,

Cold Bathing has this Good alone,
It makes old John t2 hug old Joan,
And gives a Sort of Refurrection
T o buried Foys, thro’ loft Eretion,
And does frefh Kindneffes intail
On a Wife taftelefs, old, and ftale,
Aaz THUS
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THUS have I taken Notice, I think, of every Thing
requifite in Cales of fmpahmy and Sreru':r_;,, and recom-
mended the moft proper Medicines, as well for external
as internzl Ufe: Butasoftentimes the Deficiency or Want
of Seed is more the Occafion of fuch Complaints than any
Thing elfe, and being willing to omit nothing that might
contribute, or prove ufeful, to either Sex, be the.Caufe
from what it will, 1 fhall not think my Time ill fpent,
nor will the Reader, I hope, believe his Patience too much
trefpafled upon, if Iam fomething more particular in what
may be reckoned as Auxiliaries in the generating or in-
creafing of Seed ; nor can I do it better, or from a greater
Author, than the fagacious Herman Boerhaave, late Phy-
fic-Profeffor in the Univerfity of Leydenin Holland, who
has enumerated all of that T ribe, which ferve as well for
Diet as Medicine, in a Chapter of his Book De Viribus
Medicamentorum, under the Title of Medicines that gene-
rate Seed: Nor can I put what he fays on that Head in
better Words than the Tranflator hasgiven us; for which
Reafon I fhall tran{cribe the whole Chapter wverbatim, as
it is handed down to us, and is as follows.

«¢« THIS Chapter confifts of fuch Medicines as increafe
Seed, and promote its Secretion ;3 but weare ignorant how
the Animalcules in the Seed are generated.  Lecuwenhoeck
tells us, they are not to be found in any Part of the Bo-
dy but in the Male Sperm of all Animals, which is fepa-
rated in the Zefficles, and are like fo many Tﬂdpafﬁ, of

a prodigious Number, fwimmingevery Way in the Seed,
wnh incredible Brisknefs and A&mty That they are
not to be found in the Liquid of the Proflate is evident
from caftrated Animals, Now there are four Things
which augment the Seed.

¢« Firly, ALL fuch T hingsas augment Chyle, Milk,
and Blood, increafe allo the Quantity of Seed, and excite
Venery. Milk, taken in large Quantities, isa great Breeder
of S'efd and renders Perfons more falacious than #ine or
Spices. Hence they who eat much of Vegetables, Eggs,
or Mil%, are very much addi&ted to Venery.

6 Sg-
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s¢ Secondly, ALL Medicines which conveya more a-
bundant Quality of chylous Blood towards thofe Parts
where the genital Liquid is prepared; to this Purpofe Fo-
mentations, Bathings, Frications, Emplaflics, Balfams,
made of Spices, are very conducive ; asalfo Oi/of Rue and
Luphorbium, Plaifters of Melilot ; thefe will encreafe fuf-
ficiently the Spermatic fuice. The following Things
are much commended by the ftalians as Specifics, who
are much Admirers of (uch Delicacies, viz. all Balfams,
Emplaftics compofed from Sea-Southernwood, Buffwort,
Calamint, {weet-fcented Dittany of Crete, Loveage,
which are commended as falacious Herbs 3 Parfley, Sa-
vine, Savery, efpecially that of Crete; Thyme, Iild-
Thyme, Nepenthe, Wild Marjoram, as that of Crete,
where Animals are moft falacious ; Pepper, Erings
Roots, Hedge Muftard, are great Provocatives to Venery,
as are alfo Compounds from thefe Herbs male up in De-
coftions, Lotions, Cataplafms, and Qintments.

¢ Thirdly, SUCH T hingsas caule a vehement Stimu-
lation in the Liquids; as all Aromatics ftimulate the ner-
vous Juices: Thus Onions, Garlick, and Leeks, aregreat
Incentives to Luft, which is evident from thofe Perfons
who eat them frequently, as the Perfians and Egyptians
do, who are much given to Venery, and are [carce fatis-
fied with one Woman; hither belongall arematic Gums:
T'hus we fee bypochondriac Pesple, to whom we have given
for refolving Obftrutions, by taking them often, become
very falacious, as Myrrh, Aloes, Galbanum, Opsponax,
Sagapenum, Tachamahac, Bdellium, &c. alfo Ballams, as
Capavy, &c. if thele be ufed too much, will caufea Pria-
pifmus, and excite an abundant Secretion of Seed; hither
alfo belong all natural Salts except Nitre, all wolatile
Salts, efpecially thofe that are oily, and oily Spirits, as of
Wine, which operates chiefly by Stimulation, Seaps, all
Diuretics, chiefly by Water excepted, Caflorium diftilled,
aromatic Oils, which operate two Ways, either by en-
crealing Mation, or by Irritation,

«¢ Fourthly, THERE are fpecifical Provocatives to
Venery which aét upon Bodies not fitly difpofed, as Seeds
ot Diil, Vetches, Satyrisn, concerning which fee Diofco-

rides;
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sides; the Brainsof Sparrows, and the Sfones of falacious
Animals, as of Cocks, Lambs, &c. are very much com-
mended, as likewife the Glandules of Animals, which are
of a fimilar Nature to the T¢flicles, as thofe which grow
in the Afperia Artera of Calves, all which are {o benefi-
cial as they generate good Chyle 5 Ultiocimus, a fmall Sea-
fith, which, if eaten, is faid to caufe fuch an Incitement
toVenery, as toinduce a Satyriafis, or continued Ereétion
of the Penrs: But ] am of Opinion, that that Effe& doth
not depend fo much upon the Fifb as upon thofe T hings
which are taken with it; for it is generally eaten with
Pepper, Salt, Galangal, &c. A Milk Diet may be pro-
per, becaufe the Generation of Seed depends upon a good
Chyle.” Thus far the great Dr. Boerbaave.

I WELL know, that there are other T hings too com-
monly taken and ufed by lafcivious People, which, in a
very powerful Manner, will fimulate Nature, and pro-
woke, in both Sexes, an immediate Inclination to the /-
nereal A, of which I could mention feveral; but befides
their unwarrantable Ufe upon a religious Account, the
fole End fuch Means can anfwer, is only the Purchafe
of a thort Pleafure, which, by being fo procured, more
ftrains, damages, and debilitates the Jpermatic Veffels and
Nerves, than 20 Times as much as 1s prompted only by
natural Incentives. Etmuller,a noted Phylician, obferves
two Ways of contributing to Fenery; one is by fuch
‘Fhings as have been named, which ftrengthen the Parts,
and encreafe the Quantity of Seed; and the other, fuch
as the warmer Aromatics, which only, like a Spur, fti-
mulate, and inflame the Defire, without adding to the
Ability of Performance.

I INTENDED here to have concluded, without
fayingany Thing further ; but, whilft the foregoing Sheets
were printing, | have received feveral Letters, worth No-
tice, and more efpecially one, as follows; in which I am
prefingly defired, as the Reader will fee by it, to fet forth
the Heinoufnefs of Fornication and Adultery, that the mif-
taken Silence I am charged with concerning them, and
the Prolixity with which [ treat the Sin of SELF-PoL-
LUTION, might not miflead the unwary Reader.

Ta
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To the commendable Author of ON AN I A,

S I'R, 0. 20, 1732.

IT H incredible Pleafure have I more than once pe-

rufed your little, but moft excellent Book about Onan’s
Sin.  Whether my Son, my dear and only Child, ever was
guilty of that unnatural and filthy Pratiice, God knows :
But almoft cver fince be has been at the State of Man-
basd, which is eight or nine Years, he bas lived in conti-
nual Adultery and Fornication, which I take to be worfe;
and has well nigh dyﬁ'rafz‘fd and broke the Heart of me
bis tender Faf&ar, and his Mother’s alfs, who, alas ! poar
IWoman, does not knsw [o much of his Naughtinefs that
Way as myfelf. I have argued the Cafe with him, and
admon’fhed him with Tears in my Eyes, but nothing will
reclaim bhim. It is a Praclice which, he fays, he cannot
deny himfelf, or live withowt, nor will he ever marry, he
declares, whilft his Father or Mother lives, and protefts,
when often put to him, that he is not married. He never
arinks, nor is he extravagant in his Whoring, becaufe I
know of cwery Penny he bas, which is [ufficient for any
SJingle Gentleman s nor does he game, or keep bad Hours,
or fwear, or is in the leaft undutiful, excepting his not
bearkening to our Advice in avoiding Wenching, He is
confcious and devout at Church, never out at Nights, at
Home conflantly at Nine, e.x*::am’mg diligent in my Bufi-
nefs, and, in every Refpeét, excepting bis Whoring, as
complete a Gentleman as any in London, of admirable
Addrefs, and of excellent Senfe. He will not hearken to
Reproof, but infifts upen being indulged in this one Paflion,
as be fays. He is Heir to large Poffeffions, and we would
fain be fhould marry, and live commendably, A fine yrung
Lady, of 17,000\, Fortune he has lately refufed, of the
orighteft Parts, and honsurable Family, which [urprizes
every body. IWbat is to be done? Pray, gesd Sir, advife

me
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me; and if youwill be pleafed to do it in your next Ed:-
tion, with the fame prevailing Arguments again/t Adultery
and Fornication as you have againfiSELF-PoLLUTION,
1 hall hope it may work upon and reclaim bhim, for 1 can
engage him to read it, and fhall be 5nﬁu$f5.ﬁr obliged to you
for it 5 and if you fhall be pleafed foto blacken that Sin,
and fhew the Happineffes in Marriage, as the Scriptures
will furnifb you with Texts, as that it fhould have an In-

uence over him, to lay afide and abandon the abominable
and finful Praétice which be lives in, and thinks you have,
in your Sixth Edition (which he has read as well as my/elf)
rather encouraged than declaimed againfl, I will make you
a handfome Prefent, worth your Acceptance; and there
is no doubt, Sir, but fuch a Difcour[e will gain you Praife,
as it will be of excellent Service to the World in general,
as I truft in Almighty God it will be in particular to my
poor deluded, or rather infatuated, yet deated upon Son.
1 am,

SIR,
Your unknown humble Servant,

D 1V B S

I HAVE no Objetion to your printing this Letter, if
you think fit.

R ER
€9 G2
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TAKE yourLeTTER, by the Stile of it, to be wrote
with dincerity, and the Matter of Cmrn laint to be
real ; and fhall be heartily glad, if any T lm l am ca-
ab]ﬂ of faying may have the wifh’d-for Succ;':{'a, which
is all the Reward I fhall think I merit. As I [hall quote
Scripture for every Thing contained in ity you Son, for
whofe Benefit it is defigned, if he believes the Word of
GOD (as, by his Devoutnefs at his Church, one would
think he does) and has not totally abandoned himfelf to
all that is good and facred, muft, from what he will find,
meet with Checks of Confcience and Convition for this
ene Sin ((as he calls it) if not Reformation, in the reading
it; and be made fenfible, if heis not fo already, that in
the Praltice he allows himfelf, and feems at prefent re-
folved to perlift in, he greatly wrongs hisowa Confcience,
highly offends his Creator, and, directly contrary to
GOD’s exprefs Command, is gun]t:,, to the laft Degree,
of Undutifulnefs and Difobedience to his tender and in-
dulging Parents,

I HAVE already thewn, in the former Ep1TI0ONS,
and now again inthis, Pages 97, 98, my Abhorrence
againft thofe Sins, with the Reafon why I'had notfpoke of
them before; and anfwered every T hing that, with the
leaft Shadow of Juftice can be obje@ed to me on that
Head. Bat, as my great Aim is to premote the temporal
(Good of the Suciety, as well as the eternal Welfare of
Mankind, by expofingall Manner of Uncleannefs in ge-
neral, I thall employ fome remaining Pzges in demoun-
ﬂ-ratmg, from the Word of GOD itfelf, how abomin-
able all Fornicators, as well as .rfduf:erer.r, are in the
Sight of GOD; and endeavour to undeceive the Vain
aud Voluptuous, who look upon all the Effells of Con-

Lb cupifcence
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cupifcence as venial Sins, 2nd imzgine the Commands to
preferve Chaftity, and mortify the Fiefh, to be enly a

Scarecrow to keep the Vulgar in Awe, which the wiler
Sort, and People of Fafhion, need not haveany Regard to.

WHEN, zafter reading the Scripture, we foberly con-
fider the Precepts contained in it for a holy Life, the
Plainnefs in which they are delivered, and the Woe and
everlafting Mifery dencunced zgainft the Tranfgreflors of
the divine Laws, itis furprifing how People in their Senfes,
who pretend to believe the BIBLE and to be Chriftians,
fhould dare to make a "».'Gc.-: at Sm, or fet light by the
leaft Negle& of their Dutv: Yet, fo ftrong are the Al-
lurements of the Flefh, and fo pﬂ'ﬁerful the Force of
Luft, that they can blind Men from the moft cbvious,
as well as weighty Confiderations, and mzke them out-
wardly ridicule what, upon Self- Examination, they muft
find they are mwarély ftartled at.

WOQULD Men be fo fincere, 2s to own the Violence
of their Paffions, and complain of the Difficulty they found
in fubduing them, they might be affifted with wholefome
Counfel, and made more capable of governing their un-
ruly Nature: But to deny plain Fats, and make flight
of Things that are of the greateft Moment, as if Forni-
cation was a trifling Tranfgreflion, puts them in a State
of Reprobation, I'rom which there can be no Delivery.
They are milfrab}e, and run beadlong into the Way of
Perdmnn, that give Ear to thole eafy Cafuifts and Im-
poﬁar: It is to them that St. Pzl fpeaks, in his Epiftle
to the Epbefians, Chap. v. ver. 6. Let no Man dr.ﬂw

you % with vain Werds ; for becauf: of thefe Things cometh
I.é'f Wrath a_:f GOD upsn tfu. Cﬂnd} en g"Dﬁﬁzdunre

CAN we think on the infinite Purity of GOD, and
make any Doubt that he is offended at Uﬂf&ﬂﬂﬂzﬁ ? Keep
thyfelf pure, fays the fame Apoftle; and again, Unts tbe
Pure all Things are pure ; but unto them that are defiled
mrb:ng is pure, but cvem their Mind and their Confcience
#s defiled, 1 Tim. v. 22. Would you have this enlarged
upon, fee what St, Paul fays, in his firft Epiftle to the
Tbeflalsnians, Chap. iv. ver. 3, 4, 55 7° For this is the
Wiil ef GOD, ¢ven your Sanclification, that yz frould

#-“J-
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abfiain from Fornication. That every one of you fhonld
know bow to poffefs bis Veffel in S8anétification and Honsur.
Not in the Luft of Concupifcence, even as the Gentiles,
which Fnew not GOD ;5 for GOD bath not called us unto
Uncleannefs, but unts Holinefs. And again, in his Epiftle
to the Colsffians, Chap. iii. ver. 5, 6. ﬂffﬂrf[.l;/j therefare
your Members which are upon the Earth ; “Fornication,
Uncleznnefs, inordinate Affeétion, evil Concupifcence,
&c. for which Things Sake the Wrath of GOD cometh on
the Children of Difshedience. In his Epiftle to the Rs-
mans likewife, Chzp. xiii. ver. 13. Not in Chambering
and Wantonnefs. Walk not, fays he, as sther Gentiles
walk, whs, being pafl fesling, have given them[elves over
1o Lafcivisufnefs, to work allUncleannefs with Greedinefs,

hef.iv. 17, 19. And to the firlt of the Corintbians,
with Empbafis, Flee Fornication, Chap, vi. ver.18. Mind
the Occafion he gives for it in the fame Verfe, He that
committeth Fornication finneth againft bis own Body, And
in the 1 3th Verfe aforegoing, Now the Bodyis nat for For-
nication but the Lord, and the Lard for the Body. Ver. 15,
Know ye not that your Bodies are the Members of Chrift 2
Shall I then take the Members of Chriff, and make them
the Members of an Harlst? GOD forbid. In another
Place, viz. 1 Cor. iii. 16. Know ye nst that your Body
15 the Temple of the Holy Ghsft which is in you, which ye
bave of GOD, and ye are nst your own? And in the
fame to the Corinthians, Chap. . 17. If any Man de-
file the Temple of GOD, bim fhall GOD defirey; for the
Temple of GOD is boly, which Temple ye are.

SODOM burnt with unnatural Lufl;, and the Lord
burns them up with the Flames of annatural Fire, Gen.
xix. 24.

BUT ifany are fuch Reprobates 2s that the Injurydone
to the Soul, and the Danger of being caft into the Lake
that burns with Fireand Brimftone everlaftingly, for the
Sake of carnal Pleafures, will have no Weighe, let them
confider what Detriment in this Life, the filthy Pralice
of SeL¥-PorLLuTioN,2nd the Uncleannefs of Fornica-
tion and Adultery, brings on and expofes the Body 0. 1
have, in feveral other Places of this Book, particularly fet
the fameforth, and which, ;:: would think, are fufficient

2 j4s]
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to make the Guilty look back with Abhorrence on their
paft Crimes, and deter them from committing the (ame
tor the future.

EUSEBITS tells us, that Maximinianus, one of the
Roman Emperors, abufed his Body fo, to the Gratification
of his Lufts, that that Part which he moft abufed became
the Subject of fuch a ftinking Impofthumation, that his
Phyficians chofe rather to be pat to Death by him than
to approach near him.

NOTHING is more manifeft, than that the New
Teftament enjoins a ftricter Morality than the Old; yet
even there GOD faid, There fhall be no Whare of the
Daughters of Ifrael, nor a Sodsmite of the Sons of 1frael,
Deut. xxiil. 17. That Fornication, as well as ,fdufrfr}a,
was criminal, evenamongthe ews, we may learn from
7oy Chap. xxxi. ver.q, ¥1,12. If my Heart basbeen a"e-
ceived by a Woman, or if I have laid wait at my Neigh-
bour’s Door, thisis an beinows Crime, yea, itisan Iniquity
to be punifbed by the fudges; for it isa Firethat confumes.
to Deflrutlion, and would root out all my Increafe.

MAN might have Reafou to complain, if carnal De-
fires, how violent foever, were always to be withftood,
and never to be indulged upon any Account whatfoever:

Jut GOD requires no Impoflibilities ; he has given usa
Remedy in Marriage, which is not only lawful, butlike-
wife honourable. Adarriage is binourable in all, and the
Bed undefiled, but IVboremongers and Adulterers Godwill
sudge, Heb, xii. 4. And that Matrimony was not only
inftituted for the Sake of Propagation, we may learn from
St. Paul, who gives us another Reafon for it in exprefs
Words. T .:':'wzd Fornication, let every Man have his
swn [¥ife, and every IWoman ber swn Hm.&add, foritis
Letter to marry than te burn, 1 Cor. vii. 2, Q.

DT thofe who refufe to enter into the State of Ma-
trimony, have no Allowance to juftify their carnal De-
fires, and their very Thoughts, if we believe the Gofpel,
may be criminal,  #hofoever lusketh on a I¥omanto luft
after bery, bath committed Adultery with her already in
his Heart, Matth. v. 28. Men may flatter themfclves

as
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a5 they pleale, but we are fure, from the Word of GOD,

that neither Fornicators, nor Adulterers, sor }Lﬁemmam,
nor Abufers of themfelves with Mankmd fhall inberit
the Kingdsm of GOD, 1 Cor. vi. g, 10. And, T hat no
[V horemonger, nor unclean Perfon, hath any Inheritance
in the Kingdsm of CHRIST and of GOD, Ephel. v. s.

The wifeft Man that ever was upon the Earth, who
had experienced more the pleafurable Delights and Wayi
of Women than any Man either before or fince his Time,
declared at lalt, that Favour was deceitful, and Beauty ts
vainy and all was Vanity and Vexation of Spirit: And
advifeth, among the reft of his excellent Precepts in Prov,
Vi VEr. 24,25, 26 27. Tokeep thee from the evil IWoman,
from the Flattery :y“rbz Tongue of a firange Woman: Luft
not after ber Beauty in thine Heart, neither let her take
thée with her Eye-lids; for by Means of a whorifh Wa-
man a Man is ﬂlra:egf;r i a ,_P;'e:f of Bread, Cana Man
take Fire in bis Bofom, and bis Cloaths not be burnt 2
And, in Ch. v. ver. 8, g, 10, 11, 12, he exhorts to
remove thy Way from a firange WWoman, and come not
nigh the Door af ber Houfe, l¢ft thou give thine Honour

unto others; f{ﬂ‘ Strangers be filled with thy IWealth, and
thou mourn at 1he laft, when thy Flefh :Ina’ thy Bm’ are
confumed, and [ay, How have I hated Iry?ruﬂfan, and
my Heart defpifed Reproof 2 And again, in the viith
Chapter of Proverds, the 22d, 23d, 2sth, and 27th
Verfes, Let not thine Heart decline to her Ways, for
ber Houfe is the Way to H:ll, going dowu tothe Chambers
of Death. Thou goeft after her, as an Ox to the Slaugh-
ter, till a Dart firike through thy Liver; as a Bird
hafteth to the Snare, and knoweth not that it is for bis
Life:  And then in the Ecclefiafles, Chap. vii, ver.25,
he tells us, that after he had applicd his Heart to know,
and to feek out Wifdom, and the Reafon of Things, and
to know the Wickednefs of Folly, even of Foolifbnefs and
Madnefs, he declares himfelt in the next Verfe thus,
And I find more bitter than Death the [¥oman, whofe
Heart 15 Snares and Netsy, and her Hands as Bands :
Whafo pleafeth GOD fhall efcape from ber, but the Sinner
fhall be taken by her. And Ecclefiaflicus fays, Give me
any Plague, but the Plague of the Heart 5 or any IVick-
ea’nfﬁ ﬁwr the fVc.{-m’#zfﬁ of a Weman. Now regarding
the other Sorts of Uncleannels fpoken of, and warned

againft,
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againft, thro’ this whole Book, that ne Scripture may
be omitted to awaken and reclaim, if poffible, the Minds
of the carnally Prophane, and thofe who have given
themfelves up to fenfual Pleafures that Way, let meadd
what St. Paul, to the Romans, fays of the Almighty’s
Anger, and the Reafon thereof, againft fuch Sinners, in
Chap. i. ver.24, 26, 27. Wherefore GOD alfo gave them
up to Uncleannefs, thro’ the Lufls of their own Hearts,
ta difhonour their swn Bodies between themfelves; and to
vile Affedtions. For even their IVomen did change the
natural Ufe into that which is againfi Nature. And
likewife alfo the Men, leaving the natural Ulfe of the
Woman, burned in their Luft one toward another, Men
with Mer, working that which is unfeemly, and receiv-
ing in themfelves that Recompence of their Error which
was meet.

BUT thofe who are little affe€ted with the Joys of
Heaven, and the Love of GOD, if they have no Re-
gard to what a Chriftian has to hope for, let them have
a Care, and remember, that be that enters upon any
unlawful A&, either with himfelf, or with another, is
guilty of all the Confequences that may attend it, tho’
he might not defign them; and at leaft refleét on what
they have to fear, and the everlafting Mileries that are
prepared for them. Nothing can be moreample on this
Head than what St. Peter, in his 2d Epiftle, Chap. ii.
ver. g, 10, 14, 15, fays, and with whofe Words I fhall
conclude: The Lord will referve the Unjuff unto the Day
of Fudgment, to be punifbed; but chiefly them that walk
g’:gr the Flefb, in the Luft of Uncleannefs, and defpife

overnment 5 having Eyes full of Adultery, and that
cannot ceafe from Sin.  Thefey as natural brute Beafts,
made to be taken and deflroyed, fball utterly perifb in their
own Corruption: FEven as Sodom and Gomorrah, and
the Cities about them in like Manner, giving themfelves
over to Fornication, and going after firange Flefh, are

_Jet forth for an Example, [uffering the Vengeance cf e-

“ternal Fire.

THERE
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THERE being afpare Page in this laft Sheet, and the
following LETTER happening to come before it was
wrought off, 1 take the Opportunity of filling it up with
it, and let the Writer of it know, that though what he
would be informed of is, in general, cleared up in feve-
ral Places of this Book, yet, in the next Edition, to
leave him without Excufe, he may expe&t to find a par-
ticular An{wer to it.

Warthy S 1R,

Had the Favour of feeing the Tenth Edition of your
Book called ONANIA, but therein, either (Page 2.)
through your chufing to be lefs intelligible, and leaving
feveral T hings to the Confideration of your Reader, or
through the Weaknefs of your Caufe, your Arguments
prevail not ; though 1 cannot but acknowlege, that
the too frequent Ule of SELF-PoLLUuTION may be
detrimental to feveral, as, no Doubt, the too frequent
Ufe of the Generative Faculty is to all, or at leaft moft
Men: But I think all Bachclors of 30 Years flanding
bhave ufed it. Pardon thisif 1 herein wrong Mankind;
but | find (Pages 135, 136.) that one of your Corref-
pondents is of the fame Mind : But this | dare fay, that
- there is not ove of my Acquaintance but what has
found cut that Way of evacuating themlelves; and [
have practifed this Way above five Years, and ind my-
felf no Ways abufed ; and if the Copulation with one’s
Wife after Conception (Page 1¢9.) be lawful, upon
the Account of its centering in the Gratification of
Senfe, why Adaflupration may not be equally as law-
ful I cannot fee; belides, it is the Deftruction of the
Means to obtain the End, equally as well as Mafiu-
pration. 1 think 1 cannot apply myfelf better, any~"
where in this Cafe, than to you, where I may expet
a Solution of my Cafes. An Acquaintance of mine,
who, by his Manner of living, has reduced himfelf to
_that Pafs, that he cannot comply with your Rules
¢ without
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without endangering his Life more than he fhall by his
wonted Courfes, yet how, in fuch a Cafe, {hall he keep
chafte his Body till he obtains his Wife? For the Cuftom
of this Country is to court their Wives full feven Years
before they obtain.them, I cannot folve. Another is,
there is a certain Woman in the Neighbourhood, who
is turned of forty Years of Age, and has loft all her
Suitors, and what muflt fhe do! Mufit fhe ufe the
dreadful Sin of Maflupration, or, the lefs heinous, of
Fornication? For her Temper will not permit her long
to abltain from Evacuation,

s R KN AN AR

¢ S1r, living in a remote Part of the World, I can
no other Way hear from you but in Print, and that
fcarcely too ; and I ftand much in need of a Solution:
If therefore you reprint your Book, I fhall be forward
to buy it, in hopes to fee my Cafes, and feveral others,
anfwered: In hopes of which, worthy Siry I remain,
and fubfcribe myfelf,

L T . T T T

Your devoted Reader,

And humble Servant,
Lampiter, December

19, 1736.

il B

AT theHead of thislLerTER [ promifed the Writer
of it, that, whenever the ONAN/ A came to be printed
again, he fhould have a particular Anfwer to the Queries
he had made; and I fhould now have been as good as my
Word, but that as feveral LETTERS, to the fame Pur-
port as his, having been fent me fince that Edition, to
which I bave given ample Anfwers, and are all inferted
herein, I need only to refer him to them, and the other
Paffages up and down the Book, wherein he will find
tuch Solutions as muft be fatisfaCtory, if not to him, yet
to every ferious, confiderate Enquirer, who has ne Pur-
pofe 1:9 ferve by {uch Queftions, or Jufiful Carnalities to
induige,

IN
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I N the three or four laft Editions of this Book the Au-
THOR gave Notice, that if any Thing fhould occur to his
Knowledge, or be communicated by LETTER, relating
to the abomninable Pradtice of SELF-PoLLuTION, or other
Uncleannefs, in either of the two Sexes, worth rfmrfré;ng,
and not already obferved, and thould come direéted to the
Author of the O N/fozf, enclofed to the Bookl’ﬂllcr,
they thould be printed by way of Supplement, in the fame
Size and Charaéter hr:renf, that thofe who plcufed might
bind it up withit: And that then fhould come in L. §.
Sckmeideri Obfervationes de Seminis Regreffu ad Maffam
Sanguineam, which a Gentleman was fo kind to refer him
to by a LETTER from the Country to the Bookfeller, but
came too late to be then inferted therein,

T HE Author now acquaints his Readers, that he ha-
ving received, fince the above Notice, feveral remarkalile
LeTTERS, from Perfons of both Sexes, concerning SELF-
PorLrurioN, and other fecret finful Gratibcitioas aF the
Flefh, anmltted both in a married and fingle State, with
fome partlcu]ar Hiftories of fuch Cafes, and their Cures ; ;
the faid Supplement, and the above- mentioned Obfervas.
tions of Sckmeiderus, concerning the return of the Semen
into the Mafs of Blood, and feveral other curious Matters,
has been printed by itiélf and S«x Editions of it fold off at
1s. 6d. ftitcched ; but it being now out of Print, the*
Ninth Edition of it is printed, with this Seventeenth ﬁdman
of the ON AN ] 4, fo that they now make together one
entire Volume ; in the latter Part, or Suppfzmmr, of
which is an Anfwer to a late fcurrilous Pamphlet againft
the ONANI A, intituled, Onania examined and dfrfﬁm’
&c. The dirty Language "of which Libel thews that the
Author of it 75 angry, but it cannot convinge the Reader
that he is in the right,
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at Addifon’s-Head, direttly oppofite St.
Dunftan’s Church, Fleet-ftreet.

G I VES the moft Money for any Library,
or Parcel of Books. Likewife Publifhes

Books or Pamphlets at a moderate Rate. Alfo,
Tranfalts every Bufinefs relative to the State-
Lotteries, with the utmoft Care and Fidelity.

A SUP-



:

SUPPLEMENT

3 P B U5 71 5 0

O N ol A:

Or, The HEinous SiN of

SELF-POLLUTION,

And all its FRicuTFuL CONSEQUENCES, in
Both SexEks, confidered, &e.

CONTAINTNG,
Some further REM AR K S on the Mifchiefs of

this Prallice, particularly regarding Procreation ; refutin
the malicious Charges in a late fcurrilous Libel, intitulcf
ONAN I A Examined and Deteéted, efpecially thofe
relating tothe LAD1E s,

To which isadded,

A curious Piece (as promifed) tranflated out of the Latin, from
L. 8. Sckmeider, as it is inferted in the 4fa Lipfienfia, concerning
the Return of the SEeDp into the Mafs of Blood ; well worth the
Perufal of Phyficians, Surgeons, Anatomifls, and all others of Art
and Curiofity.

As ALsoO, 2

Dr. Quiney’s Tranflation of Dr. Carr’s remarkable Anfwer to a
Letter fent him by a Divine, concerning 7awe Nuns at Rome,
reported 1o hawe :éa#gfd’ their Sex.

LIKEWISE,

Dr. Drake's, and feveral other Phyficians Opinions of Hermaphra.
dites, and Women brought to a Refemblance of them by the
Praétice of Self Poliution ; as was the Cafe of a young Lady of
Eighteen, whofe well wrote Letter to the Author, defcribing and
lamenting her Condition, is (in order to deter others) inferted

The Nintun EpiTion.

Non Quis, Sed Quid.

B Y

Lo G, N D @GN

Printed for, and Sold by C. CorserT, at the Corres State-
Lattary-Office, oppofite St. Dunflan’s Church, Fleet-fireer. 1756,
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2@ HOLV ER reads the Beginning of the
g following Supplement t2 the Onania, will
&y 710t think there is a Preface wanting ; nei-
ther did I intend to have troubled the Rea-
der any further : But recolleéiing that 1 bad
not taken Notice of one Thing in fo particu-
: lar a Manner as I believe st deferves,
thought it not improper to do it bere : What I mean is, the
zucomfiflent Bebavieur of my Adverfaries in general, and ol
who rither envy, or are otherwife no Well-wifbers to, the

Book again/i Self-Pollution.

P —

¥ HE 7 all, at firft, pretend to have a great Averfion: 2o
the Sin exploded there ; and baving faid this in ther swn
Defence and Fuflificatisn, they either endeavour to extenuare
the Crime, and complain that I bave made 1t appear wsre
betnous than it veally 15, or elfe they make the Aét itfelf in-
nocent, and the Freguency or Abufe of 1t only crimenal 5 vy
lafily, cdil it meceflary, an Eafement of Naturey and pre-
tend to prove, that, in many Cafes, a total Forbearance and
Abflinence from it may be very prejudicial 1o Health.

WHAT has given a Handle to the latter, is the Opinion
of fome Phyficians, whe imagined that the Se=d being long
drtained, many noxious, and even poifenous, Particles were
Jent back from it into the Mafs of Bload. 1 bave refuted
#bss Opinson in all the Editions, at leaft from the 7th to the

afore=
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aforegoing 17th of the Book itfelf, and in this Supplement
Joewed the Futility of it, and the little Strefs that ought to
be laid upon i,

SO ME, on the other Hand, have afferted, that this was
a Mcitey never to be touched upon, and that by barely men-
tioning it I bave altually taught this Practice to many, who,
without fecing my Book, would never have been gu:ft_y of it.
This they urge cbflinately, and at the Jame Time, [peak more
plainly about it than I have done.

OTHERS complain, that I have betrayed the Secrets.
of my Patients 5 though. it r: impoffibley from wbar ¥ E:rm
printed, to find out one of them.

OTHERS are angry with me for faying, that, among
the Fair Sex, many fingle as well as married Women are
guilty of Self-Pollution: This they reprefent as an Injury
dsme to all modgfl Ladies, and an' Affront o .cfr.rd to the
whole Sex 5 though why it is mare f: .e‘fmn e Charge of
Adultery and Fornication, wbhich are a’m{y prw.m' on many
of the Jame Sex, no Body can tell.

NAY fome have aeccufed me: of writing obfcenely, a?:a'"
Jorwarding the Corruption of Maniers 5 though nothing is
a more palpable Calumny y and it 1s impoffible, eéither in.
Theory to recommend Chaflity in a more ferious and cogent
Manner, or in Pratlice to exprefs what 1 had to [ay mare
modeftly than I have dine.

T H E Readery therefor ;*-', 5 defived, whatever he’ m&j'
bave heard or feen againfi the aforcfaid Baok, called Qnaniay

that be will Jufpend his judginent till he b.:?r pfrﬂﬁd both
‘Y'hat, and T'his Suppiement.

ASUPs
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O R,

The HeinousSin of SeLr-PoLLuTION,
and all its frightful Confequences,
in Both Sexes, confidered, &’c.

1P N all Perfuafives, it is neceflary we fhould
2\ infinuate ourfelves into the Inclinations,
SR and endeavour to gain the (Good-will
gine of the Readers. To perform this well,
N /@GP to Perfons of different Ages and Sexes

SPa?, o only, is a very difficult Tafk; but to

' do it for the Entertainment of Men of
Senfe and Erudition, and, at th& fame Time, adapt
it not only to the meaneft Capacities, but likewile ta
_ Perfons of almoft every Kind, is utterly impoflible, un-

N6 the Readers themlelves will be fo candid as to pick
out
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out what fuits them, and contentedly pafs over whatplainly
appears not to be wrote for them. Itisridiculous, there-
fore, from fuch a Book as the O NA N [ 4, in order to
blacken and befpatter the Author of it, to make Citations
of Things trivial or jejune, and perhaps unworthy the Pe-
rufal of a Man of Senfe. ¥From S::tcen Edition-, and the
Variety of Readers they have made me acquainted with, I
have learned what I could not have believed without that
FExperience 3 and I have known half a Sentence of a lilly
Letter rouze the Conlcience of a young Man, whom the
orave Reafoning, and the folid Arguments, of the fame
Book had madeno Impreflionupon. Thofe, who, animated
by Envy, or elfe the Malice of their Nature, have endea-
voured to obftruét the Sale of the ONANIA by Calumny,
and in vain attempted to hinder the fpreading of it, may
from thence likewife learn the Caufe of their Difappoint-
ment. Men of Senfe and Candour, Men of Refledtion, and
fuch as know there isno Vice more generalthan that which
I write againft, muft foon perceive what a vaft Variety of
Readers I have to engage, and contenting themfelves with
the main and fubftantial Part of the Book, will eafily for-
give what they find calculated for meaner Capacities than
their own. Tho'e, who have pretended to detect the ill and
fordid Defign of the Author of ON A NI A, have been fo
little regarded, that I would have only pitied, and never
macde mention of them, but to introduce the moft {olid Re-
fytation that can pofiibly be imagined, and is contaiped in
the undeniable Proofs I have of the Converts the Book has
made, and the Good it has wrought on many. Itisincre-
diblewhat Heapsof Lettcrs [ have by me, of Penitents that
have all thanked me for the Hints they have reccived from
the ON AN/ A: Some of them have been fent by Men of
Senfe ; others are Hlorid and pedantic ; from a third Sort it
1s evident that the Authors had no great Depth ; and I hay
feveral that are ill fpelt, as well as ill wrote. I have hm?
the Satisfalion of the Applaufe of Men, whofe Efteem I
value, for inferting fome Letters, and giving Anfwers to
Queftions not immediately relating to my Purpofe. As to
the Reality of the LettersI have printed, I folemnly declare
there is not one that was not aétually fent me, or that I
ever knewany T'hing of, before I opened it. Thisisa Con-
defcenfion I make to the meaner Sort of my Readers, it be=s

ing
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ing fuperfluous to Men of Judgment and Penetration, who
at firft View difcover the Jifference between genuine Let-
ters and fpurious ones, fuch as are forged from others ; or
at leaft know that to do them well, and to imitate even
the meaneft Perfons, requires fo much Skill and Labour,
that a Man might with lefs Difficulty write almoft any
thing elfe. I cannot difown that Men of Candor, and
who otherwife approved of the O N AN 14, have thought
that fome of the Letters had better been left out. This
I have not ftifled, as appears fromall the former EniTIons,
and now again Word for Word, in Page 10g, of the
aforegoing Seventeeth EniTiON ; to which, and my An-
{wer toit as therein follows, I refer the Reader.

THUS far I had gone, and thought that what has
been faid here was fufficient to have ferved both as an
Apology for my Book, to which, according to my Promife
made in Pag. 197 of the 7th, 8th, gth, 1oth, &c. Editi-
ons of it, I will never make any more Additions, and an
Introduétion to fome Letters that have been fent me fince
the laft Edition, and other Matters relating to the fame
Subject, which without any thing elfe I defigned fhould
have compofed this Supplement : 'Thus far I fay I had gone,
when I was informed that fome envious People had laid a
greater Strefs uponthe Calumnies raifed againft me, which.
{ have here already hinted at, than could have been ex-
pected from the Merit of thofe Performances: This hag
made me refolve to {ay fomething in my Juftification, and.
acquaint the Reader with what hath been done againft
me, in relation to the Onania,

AF T E R the 3d Edition of it, a virulent Pamphlet
was publifhed againit it, under the Title of Onanifm. The
firft Notice I took of it, was inthe 7th Edition of my Book,
and then onlybecaule I would not ftifle and keep from my
Readers, that, as Thad many Well-wifhers who very much
approved of my Work and the Defign of it, there were
not others wanting who difliked and exclaimed againft it.
The Reafon why I gave no formal Anfwer to it, %au may
fee in the Preface that has been prefixed to that Editron,
and all the others that have fucceeded it. In Page v. you
will find thefe Words, For this Reafon :l?er{ﬁr:? here ad-

Dd rfr';ﬁ'
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drefs myfelf 1 the Author of that Rbapfedy, protefling that I

heartily forgive him the Injury be intended me; the’ I was forry
10 hear any one heap [o many Calumnies, and undeferved Afper-
tons on a Perfon utterly unknown to bim. If the whole had
been lefs [illy and impertinent, I would before now have vouch-
fafed it an Anfwer, but as it is, and the Author cannot be
imagined to be a Perfon, either of the leafl Goodnefs or Eru-
dition, 1 fball not endeavour to refute bim, or make any
Apology for the Weaknefs or Infipidity of the Performance he
complains of, otherwile than by publifbing (now) the Seven=
teenth Edition.

I HAV E heard no Body fince take amifs the Negleéb
I fhewed to this Libel ; on the contrary, a Correfpondent
of mine, tho’ he finds Fault with my inferting feveral LeT-
TERS, which he mentions, writes concerning it in the fol-
lowing Manner.  As to what you mention in the Preface
about a virulent Pamphlet, publifbed again/l your Bosk, en-
titled Onanifm, 1t is the Opinion of many sthers, as well as
myfelf, that you are very far out of the Reach of any fuch.
Jeolifb Malice : And it would be too hard a Tafk, for wifer
Heads than theirs feem to bey to prove by any Expr%‘ﬂ
¢hroughout your whole Book, that you give the leaft Encou-
ragement, not only to SELF-POLLUTION, but even any other
Sin.  See the ONANIA aforegoing, Page 109.

WHEN the gth Edition of the Onania was come out,
another virulent Pamphlet was publithed againft it, larger
than the former, by the Name of Onania Examined and
Detected. The Author feems to have had a good deal of
Spleen againft the Book before he read it, and accordingly
has judged of it, with that Candor and Impartiality one
might expect from fuch a fetting out. This however, he
endeavours to conceal, and, inthe Beginning of his Pre-
face, he takes Notice of the Time the Book had paft, and
the many Editions it had gone thro’ ; from whence hetakes
an Opportunity of telling his Reader, that if fond Conceit-
ednefs of himfelf, or a love to contradii? others, had prevailed
with him, there is no doubt but he might bave feen it fooner ;
without confidering, that by faying this, he gives us to un-
derftand, that when a Book has a great Run, it is his Opi-

nion, that the chief Motive a Man can have to feeit, is a
Defign
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Delign to contradi&t it ; and the lonzing after the Pleafure
there is in thewing ones Parts in crying it down, is refu-
ting what has gained the Efteem of others. His Thoughts
'of me are, that [ am Mafter only of fome fat, fenfelefs, erro-
neous, andy, in fome Things, pernicious Conceptions 5 and that
the Book is fluffed with Immodefly, Ignorance, Errory, Difin-
genuity, Self-Contradiflions, empty Boafting, Confidence,
Luacking, Whim, and Cant. A Man of moderate Spleen,
having thus emptied himfelf, would have been pretty eafy,
tho’ the Book he difcharged himfelf againft, was as bad as
bad could be ; and as long as he was not perfonally ac-
quainted with the Author, and confequently had no room
to accufe him of Theft, Murder, Coining, or Adultery, no
Body would imagine that the Critic’s Fault lay in fparing
him, what other Crimes foever the poor Author might be
guilty of. But the good humoured Phils Cajlitatis thinks he
hastavour’d me toomuch, and almoftrepentsof hisforbear-
ance ; which with his ftrong Inclinaticn for Quarrelling,
we learn from his own Mouth, Having in the firft Page of
his Preface prov’d his Modefty, by induftrioufly keeping
from the Publick his Name and Profeffion ; he fhews bis
Courage in thefe Words, nst out of Fear of being aggrefled
by my Antagonift, for be fball find m: ready ensugh to aggrefs
him when be pleafes 5 but perbaps the next time be may come
not to receive fo fuvourahle Treatment. 1 fuppofe he would
fling the Moon at me.

I F we confider the Subjeft of the Book called Onania,

it will not bean eafy Matter to find out a morefuitable T'i-
tle, cither fhorter and equally intelligible, or more explana-
tory on the Contents, and yet equally remote from Obfce-
nity. Having made this Choice, it was neceflary I fhould
fay fomething of the Sin of Onan : This I have done to
the Satisfaction of feveral Perlons of Learning and Piety
that perufed it, tho' I confefs, that in the Performance I
have not confulted any Commentators, and only followed
the plain Letter of the Bible ; which [ then did, as I ftill
do, imagine was fufficient for my Purpofe. When the 7th
Edition of this Book was in the Prefs, and almoft finifhed,
a long Letter was left for me at the Bookfellers, figned
Pedagogus, which was in all the Editions after, and now
m the foregoing 17th Edition of the Onania begins at Page
Dd2 131
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131. This Letter, tho’ not ill wrote, I thought contained
feveral Errors and Inconfiftencies: The Author owns
himfelf guilty of SELF-PoLruTION, is glad to have met
with the Ownania, commends it, blefles himfelf for the
Sight of it, and thanks good Providence that had direéted
him to it : He makes a Refolution to leave off that perni-
cious Pralice ; but finding himfelf unable to keep it, he
fancies that Sort of Uncleannefs not to be fo criminal as
he had imagined, and I had reprefented it to be: Upon
this he took great Pains to extenuate his Guilt, re-exa-
mines the Cafe of Onan, and takes feveral Things for
eranted, not to be met with in the Bible : as it is his Opi-
nion, Quod Onan Semen non ejiciebat folum per fe ipfum, fed
una cum femina in altu coitus, and he doubts not but Onan
bad been guilty feveral Times before of Maflurbation, altho’,
{ays he, we hear nothing of ity or any Punifbinent enfuing :
But what is his greateft Security that SELF-PoLLuTION is
no Sin, and which [ own feems to me to be very fhocking
and abominable, is the Example of a Pri¢fl, who is a mar-
ried Man, and has owned to him that he makes frequent
Ufe of Mafturbation, and has followed that Practice many
Years : Whatis ftill more furprizing, the Author of the
Letter aflerts of thisfine Prig/?, that he is a Man of as ftrié
4 Life and Converfation, and as great an Example of Piety,
as almoft any one within the Verge of his Knowledge. To
all this I have wrote an Anfwer, which I am not athamed
of, and refer the Reader to, in the Edition above-men-
tioned.

I bave premifed thus much, to make the Reader tho-
roughly acquainted with this Part of our Controverfy.
My Antagonift takes the Part of Pedagogus, quotes his
Letter, and endeavours to prove what he aflerts of Onar ;
firft, that the principal Part of his Offence confifted in his
refufing to raife up Seed to his Brother ; fecondly, that
Onan had been frequently guilty of the Crime for which
God flew him. From the Title I had taken, every Body
may fee what Sin it was I had in View to write againft ;
and I own, I did not imagine that I had any thing to do
with Onan, further than as he had been guilty of the
Crime from which I would deter my Readers. Therefore,
when I faw a Man, who had long perfifted in the Praétice
of a great Sin, fluCtuating in his Mind, and labouring be-

: tween
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tween Remorfe of Conlcience, and the Temptation of Sen-
fuality ; when I faw, I fay, fuch a Man, not entirely loft
to Goodnefs, nor altogether infenfible of his Duty, in
danger of eternal Ruin, was I not obliged to refcue him
from a mofl pernicious Error ? It is evident from his Let-
ter, that the Conftruction he puts on the Sin of Onan, and
all the Arguments he labours for to leflen the Turpitude
of SELF PoLLuTION, are fo many Shifts and Evafions to
quiet and il afleep his own Confcience, and make him-
felf ealy under the Continuance of & Praétice which he
could not leave, and had in vain taken Pains to forbear :
He wanted a greater Security than the Example of the
Prieft his Acquaintance could furnifh him with; for he
only fays of it, that perbaps it might have added a little to his
having fuch dark Notions of that Matter. In his Heart he
thought the Action criminal, but withed that it had been
innocent, or at leaft more indifferent than it appeared to
him. From what I have quoted, it is plain that he was
in Obfcurity, and had great Doubts concerning his Con-
dition ; nay, this was the Occafion of his writing the
Letter, and he afked mv Advice for no other Reafon than
to have this thing cleared up to him. When a Man owned
himfelf to be in fuch Uncertainty, and was at the fame
T'ime openly pleading the Caufe of his darling Luft, was
I not in the right to refute his Arguments; and as much
as lay in my Power, to overthrow whatever fuch an Ad-
vocate for Sin alledges in Behalf of it ? Pedagogus fays in
his Letter, that he doubts not but Onan had been guilty fe-
veral Times before of Maflurbation, although we hear no-
thing of ity or any Punifhment enfuing : "T'o this, perceiv-
ing the Drifts it was faid with, I anfwered, that [ could
Sfay nathing as to thaty, but that with the fame Fuflice he
wmight entertain the fame Opinion of Adam, and every Man
fince him to this Day. Could I mean any thing elfe by this,
than that, as he afierted this of Onan, without any War-
rant from Scripture, by his own Confeflion, fo he might
with equal Juftice do the fame with every Mortal, of
which the contrary could not be plainly proved ! And
was not this, confidering his Circumftances, a proper and
very ufeful Remonftrance to him, that he ought to beware
of harbou-ing any Thoughts of OUnan, that might tend to

his own Juftification, and the foething of his Lunﬁ:ien?ﬁ
: ' or
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for which he had not an unqueftionable Authority 7 No
candid Reader will ever otherwif= interpret what I have
faid, and it is impoflible that without Violence, it thould
bear any other Conftrution ; yet what Work has my
Antagonift made with it, for two or three Pages together,
as if 1 had broached the greateft Herefy, or uttered the
profaneft Sentence in the World ! Pray behold the vaft
Concern for the Reputation of Adam, and all the Patri-
archs and Prophets, it has thrown this wife man in: Ha-
ving quoted the Paflage I mentioned, and which was in
the former Editions, and is in Page 141 of the foregoing
17th Edition of the Onania, he delcants on it in this man-
ner, [ fay I have no fuch Ground tos fufpect either Adam’s
Guilt, or the Patriarchs and Prophets Guilt beremns for if
Adam, the Patriarchs, Apoftles, and all Chriftians ever
Sincey had been as guilty heresf as Onan, why was God's
Juftice only to fall upon Onan, and not upon all or fome of
ghem, as well as apon him 2 "Thus he goes on a great way
in the fame Strain., How fuitable this Animadverfion 1s
to that Paflage of mine, I muft leave to the Reader and
all Lovers of pertinent Remarks. As to the Matter in
Queftion, whether Onan had been but once guilty of the
Thing for which God flew him, or oftener ? this is cer-
tain, that there arc no exprefs words in the Scripture that
demonftrate, neceflarily imply, or fo much as infinuate
that he was guilty of it more than once. It fignifies no-
thing to tell me that the Text fays, ##hen he went in unro
bis Brother’s Wife, and not as foon as be went in unto her,
or, at firfl going in unto hery or, upon their firft Embraces.
Can I not anfwer to this, that the Text likewife does not
fay, whenever be went in unto hery ory as often as he em=
braced her ; and that when, in its fimpleft Application,
favours the former Conftrution much more than the
latter ?

PAGE 18, myCenfurer fays, that Onan was not
2mmediately punifbed, becaufe it is snconfifient with the Method
if God’s common Procedure, fo quickly to punifh a Sin, (if it

ad been only for SELF-POLLUTION) againft which we do
a0t find that he had revealed any more pofitive and exprefs
" Command. As to what is contained in the Parenthefis,
T have allowed that the SeL¥-PoLLuTiON of Onan was
aggravated by his refufing to raife up Seed to his_Brc»thw:r;fr
Al
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and as to the reft I would afk, what pofitive Command
there was againft a Mian’s endeavouring to hinder the Ark
from falling, (which was the Offence of Uzzah) and how
often he had repeated that Altion before he was punithed ?
As to the Opinion of the Commentators and Schoolmen,
Funius, Tremellius, Menochius, Lyra, &c. which my
Antagonift alledges, they are of very little Weight with
me : Abundance of their Glofles and Conjeftures om
Things, whenever there is the leaft room for them, are
very filly and impernitent ; of which take as a Sample,
that which my Cenfurer quotes of Aenochius on the Sin
of Er, Page 17. Idemcum eo Onanis Pfffﬁfft‘ﬂ?ﬂ{fﬂf e ferunt
Authores, nempe immunditie eo quod in ailu arrimam'z'?ﬁ
retraberit & fic Semine extra vas fufo Generationem impedi-
vit. And what follows is ftill more foolifh, and falfe
Latin into the Bargain, and is faid by Lyra and Meno-
chius both, viz. ex libidine ne puerperio & laciatione pul-
chritudinem wuxoris minueretur. And again, Lyra and
Tyrinus {ay, ne ejus Concubitu ad tempus privaretur, Alk
this fine Stuff is gathered from the Fext that fays, And
Er, Judah’s Firfl-born, was wicked in the Sight of the
Lord, and the Lord flew him. Whenever one Text ex-
plains another, or the infpired Writers fupply the Senfe
of an obfcure Paflage, I am ready to own the Authority,,
and fubmit with all imaginable Deference and Humilit
to any Supplement or Conftrultion of theirs; but I do
not think that a Man of Senfe, where the Scripture is al-
together filent, ought to lay any Strefs on the Guefles
and Opinions of Men that have fo egregioufly abufed their
Leifure, as Menochius, Lyra, Tyrinus, and fifty more of
that Stamp have done. When you afk me then, whatk
mean by a fudden Punithment? I anfwer, fuch as imme-
diately follows the Crime for which it is inflicted. And
the Thing whick be did difpleafed the Lord, wherefore be
flew bim alfo. 1 fee nothing between the one and the
other: I own, that without altering the Words, or doing
the leaft Injury to the Text, there might have been
twenty Years as well as a Day or a Minute, between the
Crime and the Punifhment ; but then he that affirms this,
ought to prove it, orelfe we have no Warrant to affert
that there was any greater Diftance of Time between the
Offence and the Punifhment in the Cale of Oauan, ti.;nhan
ere
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there was in the Cafe of Uzzah : So that the moft that
can be faid againft meis, that the Words of the Text are
fuitable to either Conftruttion. But this ought to be no
Inducement to me why I fhould admit of an Interpreta-
tion, which I plainly fee a Man makes from a Depravity
of Heart. You own yourfelf, that SELF-PoLLUTION 1s
a Sin, and it is evident that what Pedagogus labours for,
is to difprove this to avoid the Imputation of a Crime, to
quiet his Mind, and perfuade himfelf that Maffurbation
1s no finful Praétice, but only a foolith Trick of Youth;
that, in the Sight of God, the Aétion is indifferent, and
altogether as harmlefs as it is filly.  As to the Complica-
tion of Onan’s Sin, it would have been no material Omif-
fion if I had taken lefs Notice of it than I did in writing
the Onania ; and to have allowed of it as a good Plea in
what Pedagogus faid, who made ufe of it in favour of his
Prevarication, and to extenuate his own Guilt, would
have been injurious to him; and perhaps proved hurtful
to a great many of my Readers.

T HE hiftorical Part of the Old Teftament has been
given us, as well as the reft of the Bible, for our Inftruc-
tion, that we might imitate the Obedience, the Virtue,
and Piety of the holy Men that are there reprefented to
us, and be deterred from Wickednefs and Difobedience
to God’s Commands, by the Examples of Evil-doers, and
the Punifhments that have befallen them. But what a
Chriftian is to walk by, is the ftri¢t Rule of the Gofpel ;
and heis to follow no Pattern or Precept to be met with
in the Old Teftament, thatis notlikewile recommended
by, and agreeable to the Doctrine cf the New. If under
the Law, it was a Duty for a Man, in order to raife up
Seed to his deceafed Brother; to marry his Widow, it is
far from being the fame under the Difpenfation of the
Gofpel ; and pray, if a Cuftom, or a Praélice, that was
obferved by God’s Command in the Old Teftament,
ceales to be fo in the New, what great Ule is to be made
of this in Morality ? Might I not as well warn Men a-
gainft the eating of the forbidden Fruit, or exhort them
to abftain from Swine’s Fleth, or the wearing of Linfey-
Woolfey ? But if the fame Thing be prohibited and
counted Inceft among Chriftians, itis, with your Leave,
good Phile Caflitatis, very litde to the Purpole to lay fo

great
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reat a Strefs on this revoked Command, as you have

one for many Pages together ; and very injndicicus to
call me Names for not having been more diffufive on this
obfolete Cuftom, and rather chofen to deter my Readers
from an A&ion much pradtifed among Y outh, and which
you yourfelfown to be a Sin. I cannot fee that grofs Ig-
norance and pernicious Error you pretend to have detect-
ed in what you quote from me, Page 4, of your Book,
and which I will repeat as it is in Page 2 and 3 of the
Onania, without your Mutilation. SELF-PoLLUTION we
[ee remarkably punifbed in Onan, by a particular Stroke from
ALMIGHTY GOD, for it is net to be thought that his Guilt
lay totally in not raifing up Sced to his deceafed Brother Er,
the’ I muft own that this was an Aggravation ?’ ity but the
Way be took to prevent it would have been bighly culpable at
any other Time 5 and from the Words of the Text, which in-
form us of this Part of facred Hiffory, it is'reafonalle to
imagine, that the greate/t Part of the Offence lay in the Act
of defiling himfelf, rather than in the Negleit of bis Duty:
The Thing which he did difpleafed the Lord, wherefore he
Jlew bim alfs 5 it was Ibﬂ"gfﬁn’ the Thing be did, rather than
the Thing he omitted, which mof? difpleafed the Lord ; as
may be further féen, Deuteronomy, Chap. xxv, from Ver,
5'to I0.

T O which you anf{wer, Page 4: Now bere I pofi-
trvely deny, that Onan’s not rai{%ng up Secd to his Brother
was only an Aggravation of the Sin of Self-Pollution ; and
alfo, that the greatefl Part of the Offence lay in his Self-
Pollution : far I am rather inclined to believe that this his
Self-Pollution was only an Aggravation of bis other Sins, and
not they an Aggravation of this 3 and that the leaft Part of
bis Sin lay in his Self-Pollution, as fimply confidered, and
the Circumflances laid afide. Your firft Reafon for this
Opinion is, becaufe it was a Sin committed 2gainft an ex=
prefs Command of (God, and then you quote the Text
in Denteronomy which I had cited myfelf before. You are
confcious that Unan was dead long before this Law was
promulgated, but tell me withal, that that will not help
mey becaufe the Patriarch bad exprefly commanded the mar-
rying the Wife of the deceafed Brother, totidem verbis, I
fhall not irifiit upon it, and am willing to allow, that God
had acquainted the Pﬁrr;'ar%ﬁ with this Law b}rInfpiratiEn !

e ut
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But it does not appear that the holy Patriarch told Onan,
that he had 1t from (God ; or that thole who refufed to
Uhu that Precept would be punithed for the Negleét of

When Mofes jave it asa Law, he added a Form of
Prmcfs to be obferved againft the Tranfgreflors.  They
were not to be lmmedmtcly punifhed upon a fimple Re-
fufal, nor fuffer any thing but fhame if they were obfti-
nate, For, in the 7th, 8th, and gth Verfes of the fame
Chapter, (Jnd fays : ffmf.ff the Man like not to take his
Brother’s Wife, then let his Brother’s Wife go up to the
Gate unto the Elders, and fay, My Hufband’s Brother re-
fufeth to raife up unto his Brother a Name in Ilvael, be will
not perform the Duty of my Hufband's Brother. Then the
Elders of bis City fhall call him, and [peak unts him 5 and if
e ,r‘?msz to it, and fay, 1 like not to take ber : Then fball bis
Brother’s W{ﬁ* come unto bim in the Prefence .:_:'/F‘fb Flders,
and leofe bis* Shoe from off his Foot, and [pit in his Face,
and fhall anfwer and fay, ﬁ'f fhall it eﬂe done unto that Man
that will not build up his Brother’s Foufe.

F RO M this it 1s evident, that cither the not raifin
up Seed to his Brother, was not the principal Offence cﬁ'
Onan, and the Crime for which God flew him; or that
the Tranfgreflion of that Law, whilft it was only deliver-
ed as a bare Precept of the Patriarch, deferved a Punifh-
ment infinitely greater than it did, after it was folemnly
prnmulgated by Aufes as an exprefs Command of God.
Thefe '['hingg are of little Weight with you, and you {till
perfil in the Opmmn, that the prmmpal Offence of Unan

~onfifted in his not raifing up Seed to his Brother; and
that the chief Motive of that Refufal was his Hatred to his
dead Brother: which latter Affertion you deliver to us in
fuch a thining Paragraph, in the 7th and 8th Pages, as
we fhall feldom meet with the like in ordinary Writer’s
viz. Thirdly, His Sin was aggravated beyond other Men's
Sins, viz. Envy and Hatred of bis Brother's Name and
Honour, which [prung from the Pride of bis Heart. Now,
be knew, if a Man bate bis Brother whom he daily feeth,
byw caz 5.-, love God whom be never faw 2 And 1f a Man,
Jor L”fr.u. 7 his Brotber Foal, be in Danger of Hell-fire s
prisch miores y" he, Onan life, bear an irreconcileable Ha-
tred again/? bis Brother when dead 5 yea, and to hate him to
hrf a De gree, as out of Malice and Envy, that Onan
Should
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fbould break this exprefs Command of God, psfitively com-
manding him, by the Mbputh of the Patriarch, to raife up
Seed t6 his Brother. Thiswas to hate his Brother in De-
Jpite of God’s Command and Law. How many defperate
Tragedies aited bas Hatred been the Canfe of ¢ But, &c.

IT is pity, I own, that fuch fublime Senfe and fine
Languace fhould be {o debafed, as to be mixed with
any thing fo mean and pitiful as my Performances. I beg
pardon for my Prefumption, and defire you would read it
over once more, and then tell me how, having fo ftre-
nuoully aflerted this Matter, it came in your Head to talk
of £r, and by your own Sagacity, as well as the wife
Conjectures of your Commentators, to endeavour to prove
he was guilty of the fame Crime with Onan : Er, [ fay,
who had no dead Brother, either te raife up Seed unto, or
to hate 7 From this it is evident, that £r could not have
been flain for any other Sin than SiLF-PorLLuTioN, be-
caufe there was no other that was common to Onan and
himfelf ; and that the Moment you fay that both Bro-
thers were put to Death for the fame Crime, you abfolve
Onan of what you have fo violently maintained to have
been the principal Part of the Offence. Would you fur-
ther purfue the wild Guefles and extravagant Suppofitions
of the Commentators you have called into your Affiftance,
and fay, with them, that both Brothers were Sodomites,
and that God flew them asfuch ? This (as you faid to me
with lefs Reafon) will not help you; and it fiill remains
proved upon you, by your own Confeflion, (if vou take
Refuge here) that Onan was not punithed for what you
have all along charged him with, as his moft heinous
Crime, the Sin committed againft an exprefs Command
of God. I brought this fo clole home to you, that when-
ever you may want an Example of 2 manifeft Self-Contra-
diction, you need not firay from your own Works for it,

I'T is from the Schools of fuch Commentaters, as my
Adverfary feems to delight in, that Men learn to make
extraordinary Confequences. Speaking of SeL¥-Por-
LuTION, and what had been wrote about it, I fay, Page
3, of the ONAN1A, Some eafy Cafuifts, notwithflanding the
exemplary Puni/binent that has attended this Sin, have made

Cc2 Sight
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Flight of ity and fhamefully deceived thofe whs confulted them,
feveral of them perbaps to their Ruin 5  others, by being ton
apen, the [evere enough, have treated this Matter fo grofly
in the learned Languages, that it is impefficle to tranflatz any
Pari of them without effending Chaflity. In the fame and
next Page | complain, that the learned Giltervald, in bis
uf fu! Treatife on Uncleannefs in all its Branches, has, thro’
an Lxcefs of Modefly, pafled over this abominable Sort of
Impurity in Silence, ory at leaft [poke of it 1n [fuch general
Terms, blending it with leffer Trefpaffes of Uncleann:fi, that
be bas failed reprefenting the I‘ffinw[f/mﬁ that is in it. Page
4, 1 fay, that trere have been other Cafuifls again, who
greaiing of this Subject, have been neitier tvo plain, nor too
remifs, but by ico much Subtilty flrained their Argruments
beyond their natural Force, and done an Injury to Truih and
good Senfey by being too [fophifiical. 'When befide I had
iaid, Page 13, Thefe Gonorrhaas are chiefly occafioned, fays
Etmuller, (ajamous Phyfician) a damnata Maftupratione,
vom that damnable Selt-Pollution ; and as Dr. Baynard
alfo confirms, ([peaking of that Praftice) by that curfed
School Wickednefs of Mafturbation (res fwda diftu)., With-
out mentioning what is to be feen in the Preface, elpe-
cially both the Letters quoted there, or what I wrote,
Page 72 ; when a Man has read all this, can he wonder
where I had my Information? Can a Man, who has
converfed in the Werld, doubt whether SELF-PoLLu-
TION be a frequent Pralice among the male Youth of
this Nation, efpecially School-boys? Is there a Scholar
fo ignorant as not to know my Lord Rochefter has rec-
koned it among the Things that are not only univerfal,
but never to ceafe? As I had heard many Complaints of
People after Twenty, who continued in, and could not
leave this Picce of Impurity, I fpoke in favour of early
Marriages, with all the neceflary ReftriCtions. See
what fine Inferences and juft Conclufions my Adverfary
draws from this, and my f{ufpeéting fome Perfons that
refuled advantagecus Matches. #hen, ({ays he, Page
28) our. Author f[ays that be cannot help thinking that
Such Perfons who delay Marriage after fuch a Time muft
be either maturally impotent, or rendered fo by fome
victous Pralticc ,————1 am perfuaded the Reader need
wo Interpreter to explain what has been the Author’s
oW



[ 213 ]

ewn Frailty or Infirmity. Who can forbear juflly reckoning
him to be one of thofe who bas burned in Luft, and ther.-
fore he marrieds as was wife and commendable in him 2
And alfo, that, during bis being a Batchelor, be bad been
‘@ Maftuprator, or Self-Pollutor, I fee no room to doube
of 5 fecingy as he [ays, this Sin is become univerfal ; nay,
and which is flill worfe, that be has been guilty of Free-
dom berein with bis School-fellows and Comrades, fince it is
Jo common a Praétice in Schools, I pray, do but confider
bow he came to think Maftupration had been wuniverfal,
unlefs he had been one, and fo would meafure every
Man’s Corn with his own Bufbel ¢ A very deceitful Gage
indeed. How came be to know that School-boys did [ fre-
quently practice it, unlefs he bad done fo himfelf while a
Schalar 2 How came be to know that they did it in private
Clubs or Companies, unlefs he, fome Time or other, had
been one of their Fraternity or Accomplices @ Sure thefe are
native Confequences from his Difcourfe : Secing he has
given it upon his own Authority, it muft be from his own
Prallice ; elfe he would, in fuch a filthy Stery, have been
Jeen to quote fome Authors for what be has charged again?
Youth,—=

T HE Reader will pardon this long Quotation, when
he confiders how neceflary it was to fhew the Juftice my
Adverfary hasdone me, as alfo the Brightnefs of that Gen-
tleman’s native Parts, 1 muft beg his Patience 2 Moment
longer, to fee my Adverfary clear himfelf and all the
School-boys and Students he ever was acquainted with,
Where we left him he goes on in thefe Words:

F OR Imufl take the Liberty to z'?‘&rﬂf our Author that
I have been at [everal Schools, and thofe none of the mean-
e/t Repute, or fmalleft Frequency, where there were Youths
of feveral Ages, as they were Students of [everal Sciences ;
yea, and I bave bad the Honour of being at [ome Untver--
Sitiesy wherey if fuch Praciices bad been, tho’ I neither de-
ired nor would have feen them, yet I could fearce have
Sailed to have heard of them 5 and I folemnly protefl, before
God, I neither ever heard or knew any fuch Thing, etther
then praclifed, or ever to have been among the Youths or

Students, Is it not ftrange, that a Man who never knew&
| ; and
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and thereforc will nat believe there are young People
uilty of this Praclice, fhould be fo well informed of the
‘ime when they leave it oft, as it appears he is, from
i age 27 of his Book, where he fays, in his ufual Accu-
racy of Stile, Nay, I muft tell our Author that the very
Fears be fc,;.,-'rs o as ﬁa‘ for Marriage, viz. twmiy-ﬁw Years
11 a ﬂﬁm, 15 a Time when much :3)“ bis vain Frolic of Self-
Pollution begins to be a little cooler in him,

":."

b L
I ml

W HA'T {urprizes me in this, is, that in writing a
Book, a Man ﬂwuld in one Place feem to be well ac-
quainted with a Thing, of which, three Pages after, heis
not only ignorant, but queftions thﬂ Exiftence ; nay mere,
Je p...,l:Lﬁa to God that he never heard of it.  The longer
indeed we live the wifer we grow, and it is common “or
Men to increafe in Knowled: e, as they extend their La-
bours 3 therefore I do not wonder that, Page 104, he
fhould cite three | xamplca of young P'.f'cn, who were not
only gtiiity of, but hadlikewife injured themfelves by Maf-
tupration. Thefe I u.ll quote at Lencth, not fo much
to expofe my A A dw,rmr}, and {hew what (,rcdu: ought to
be given to what he fays againft me, as to purfue the main
Dclien r:wf my Book, and pmumte the temporal and {piri -
tual W e:mru mc my Fellow-creatures, by detfrrmg them
from a Practice fo sll,urmus and detrimental, both in point
of EHeaith and that of Confoience. Irﬁrﬁmﬁfr, fays my
nu-ft:li.'!.},, a Youh of  about eighteen Years old owned to
ey that he bad fullowed Maftupration fo much, and fo
Jrequently every Dayy without Intermiffion, that be firft bz-
came ,i":i confiipated that-he was unable 1o go to Steol
Jn’4 eral D \ays, and that with ja..,f:r Straining, that he
brouzit upon himfelf the Files 5 neither did this caufe Iu.w
10 break aff” his frm,;:uj 12l _ﬂ;*f Time afiery njtead of
poor thin Siuff behad ufed to ejeély- be threw out Blood co-
pio _,;], which fiur) srized him a little, but paut bim not off his
Praétice leng after : This be confeffed 1o me with Serrow
@fﬂé: 14..4:?"“1

A 1‘*'-'9 TITER yomy Fellow, being watched by @ Friend
ef ainey vas w’mrwd i foliaw Maﬂu ration Wry ofteny
every Night. cor fr:.rm‘.-’,. As foon as fi:mrd of 1ty 1 quick

B prsgriicaied the I retch's Fatey which mme to pafs
within
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within eighteen Months after, for he died of a dicp Con-
Jumption, having lived till be became like a G E?a:ﬁ, or liuing
Skeleton, ' )

- ANOTHER I tnew, who a little before bis Death,
acknowledged bis following this bafe Praéiice till his Seed did
indeed come away without any Provecation, and little or
no Erection 5 wbhereby be fell into a Heclic, and was fion

cut off.

T H E Reader will obferve, that the Man who fur-
nifhes us with thefe three remarkable Inftances, notonly
extenuates the Sinfulnefs of SELF-PoLrLuTIoN, but
moreover blamesand ridicules me for afferting that it of-
ten is the Occafion of bodily Ailments and Calamities,
and has wrotc a Book for almoft no other Purpofe, than
(as he pretends) to undeccive People, and draw them
from the Error which I have plunged them into, = wiz.
That SELF-PoLLuTION isnot only abominable in the
Sight of God, but likewife of dangerous Confequence to
the Health and Conftitution, and that the frequent Ufe
of it may be the Caufe of temporal, as well as eternal,
Ruin. And our Author himfelf, fays, after his three juft
now mentioned Inftances, [ infert thefz Paflapes defignedly,
that fuch as indulge themfelves in this Fraltice may fee the
Danger of it, and defift in Time before they prove tieir oun

uin, - i

DISINGENUITY is a fad Difeafe : My Adver-
fary, in feveral Places, charges me with expofing my Pa-
tients, and thole that confult me: As it iscertain, he has
no other Ground for this than that I print fome of the Let-
ters of thole who write to me, and my Anfwers to them ;
fo in his heart he muft be convinced that his Accufation is
unjuft from what he fays himf{elf. He tells us, in his Pre-
face, that, he bas indufirionfly kept his Name and Profz[-
Sion from the Public, and makes Ufe of this, as a clear
Demonitration, that'he bad not publifhed his Baok from an
itching Defire of appearing in Frint. It is evident then,
that what he charges me with is a wilful ftudied Calum-
ny which he is knowingly guilty of : For it is impofiible
he fhould imagine, that a Man might be known by the

| feigne
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feigned Name of Pedagogus, (for Example) or the A/fic-
ed Onan ; when he takes it for granted that himfelf is
carefully concealed by that of Phils Caftitatis.

MY Antagonift thinks it not chafte in me to produce
a LETTER, telling us of one who was guilty of SELF-
PorrurTion, in lefs than an Hour's Space, eight Times in
one Day. He accufes me of being abulive and affronting
to chafte Ladies ; and Page 88 of his Book, fays, that
I feem induftrioufly to have caft Dirt and Shame on Wo-
men, and the next Page, quotes from me feveral broken
Sentences and incoherent Scraps to prove his Affertion,
and ends thus, But all this being too little, be (the Author
of the Onania) next givesthem a broadfide Charge, (in Page
70 of the aforegoing 17th Edition of the Onania.) Among
all Ranks and Qualities r{ Pesple, there are Women deeply
involved in Sin, and wholly negleliful of every Chriftian
Duty 5 but if my Adverfary had added the reft of the Pe-
riod, viz. yet thofe of them who are [o fafbionable, and
would be accounted to zmderfaﬂd themfelves, will, out of
Pride only, without any other Confideration, always refufe
10 converfe with any of their Sex that are openly known td
have forfeited their Honour. If, 1fay, he had added this,
without which it is plain the Senfe is imperfeét, nobody
could have found out what he had quoted it for. Page 88,
he blames me for having mentioned SELF-PoLLUTION
as the Caufe of [everal Diftempers in Women in iy Mother
Zongue.  From all this, one would imagine Philo
Caftitatis to be a Man of fingular Politenefs, that would
never fay any thing unhandfome of the Fair Sex, or ftain
the leaft Page with Impurity; yet fometimes he is not
more referved in his Language than his Neighbours, for,
in Page 77, and the three following, he gives feveral
Symptoms to know bad Women by, which, in another
Place, he calls Marks of ‘ufpicion. One of them is,
When they are fuch as no Reafon can bindy, no Arguments
can perfuade, no Favours can oblige, unlefs you gratify their
Jenfual carnal Defires. Lower he fays, that they will not
Jpare even their own Hushands; for R?ggi be facrifice his
Health and Life to their Luft, all the World round muft
s hear of it, if not other Gallants invited intoy #o affift him
without his Knowlege.
THE
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T HE laft of his fhrewd Marks of Sufpicion jis, That
they are wery often barren 5 becaufe ({ays he) they have [
abufed themfelves by Friction with their Fingers, and other
Inftruments, that Jf a Hujband, or other Pﬂﬁﬁ, Should
throw in the beft or mofl elabsrate Seed, it comes away pre-
fently : Partly becaufe, through frequent Friition, the Infide
of the Womb is become perfectly callous and thick, fo that
ot has loft that exquifite Finenefs that is neceffary the Womb
Shauld bave 5 and partly, becaufe the mufcular Fibres of the
Uterus have lofl their proper Flafticity, and are become lax,
whereby they are incapable of retaining the leaft Part of the
Seed whein ejelled into the JWamb.

IF thisis not his Mother’s Tongue, my Antagonift is

a Foreigner, Turpe eft dollori cum culpa redarguit ipfum.
The Reader fecs, that one of the Marks to know theie bad
Women by is Barrennefs, and the Reafon why they are
fo at large : Yet, in Page 88, my Adver(ary has altered
his Opinion again, and exprefsly names Barrennefs among
the Diftempers which, he fays, is ridiculous in me to af-
fert that Women might procure to themfelves by Frittion,
"T"he Curious will find likewife, ‘that it is not uncommon
for the Author of the Onania Examined and Detefled to
be angry with me for 2 Thing in one Place, which, in
another, when I 2am a littleout of his Head, he aflertshim-
felf in the fame Words he found fault with in me ; and,
the more narrowly I look into his Book, the more I am
convinced, thatit was chiefly wrote for the Sake of Con-
tradiction, right or wrong. If I prove a Thing to be
white, he will have it black, and T"hings atually the more
falubrious, he endeavours to demonftrate to be Poifon, I
had faid, in the former Editions of my Book, and in
Page 99 of the aforegoing 17th, That the greatef! Part of
the Sinfulnefs of SELF-POL LU TION confyfs in the impure
Imaginations that go along with, and always facilitate, the
Operation. And again, in the former Editions, and in
Page 94 of the aforegoing 17th, For even in good Men,
who  guard themfelves againft Concupifcencey and wha,
whilft they are awake, [uffer not their Fancies to yove on
the ather Sex, we find, that the very Diflention of the Vef~
Jelsy and Ripenefs of the Sﬂ'!% f_?aw Juch an Influgnce on
th
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the animal Sprriis, -as, in Spite of Piety and Devotion, to
procure fuch Dre: o, that fball occafion the Difcharge I
Jfpeak of, often to their great Affiiction. He havmg quoted
thr-‘- and on a Detection of an Eiror of the Prefs, De-
terition for Difte wﬂxa, in three fuccced.ng Impreflions
(though in all ‘the former it was Difienfion) raifed a great
Triumph over my Ignorance, even in the leaft and com-
moneft Part of Lner?tme, writes thus, Now if thefe
ere ﬁm’} ecood M G who thus carefully gnma’.a:ff againf?
lufeful Thoughts, and reflrained their Inclinations, and yet,
ﬁ,w Juch a ?*;:m ary natural Caufe as our .,fzfrﬁvar affions,
‘had frequent noéturnal F‘nhutmns from Dreams, what Oc-
mﬁﬁﬂ as rfvu for their being fore troubled f;mfaﬁ:ﬁfd
in Mind ¢ Secing v f?r our Author belicves o Le true in the
former Edition: 15, and in Page 1173 of the aforegoing 17th,
Sure tte Guard and Watch fﬂfﬂfjff was [uperfiusus, and a
Work fS:H‘*}—’: ogation, and fo far from being command-
ed, that it cught to be cenfured as ceremonious and fupfr-

[ftitious.

HE R E he pretends to quote the Place he referred to :
A Man’s Confcience need nst to be troubled at any Thing
that i‘-appwm’ 1 his Sleep 5 and, therefore, fn‘ 1o Pollutions
difturb the Tranguility of your Mind, where the Wil 73
not acceffary or concerned———SELF-PoLLUTION i
Dreams is common to Sfingle Men, and an involuntary Ac-
tion we are not to account for. I fhall fet down pr Exentl‘;
this Paffage as it is in the Ouiia s by which it will ap
pear, that my Antagonifl, in the Quotation, has not on-
ly tranfpoled the Sentences, to ferve his Turnasmuch ashe
could make it, but likewife left out the moft effential Part,
that guards the whole Parazraph againft all Cenfure, and
the Poflibility of being cavilled at, viz. WWhen a Man keeps
as great @ Guard over bis Thoughts as be is able whilft be
15 awake,  But, firft, I muft defire the Reader to take
Notice, how ennrel}* the Spirit of Contradiction had pof-
fefled my Adverfary in this Part of his Book, beginning
at Page 109. When I had faid, that the mm]untar:,r Dif- -
charges in Dreams happened to Men of Piety and Devo-
tion, to their great Afliction, my Adverfary tells us, that
fuch good Men had no Reafon to be troubled at that : I
had fald the fame ;3 and no Murtal can imagine why he
: qumed
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quoted me, unlels it was to confirm what he faid himfelf;
It is certain, that his quoting what he does from me, ren,
ders his own Remari fuperfluous. Dut he could not have
vented his Spleen withoutit; for, if he had not quoted
any Part of that Paragraph, he could have had no Oppor-
tunity of fpﬂ'ikm**rramﬁ me afterwards ; and, if he had
quoted it entire, that likewife would have difarmed him,
and rendered that which he had a Mind to vent equaliy

unnecefiary and impertinent with what he had faid before:

Fherefore, having fitted the Pallage to his Purpofe, and
left out my Safe- r*uard the grand Precaution I made Ufe

of, he f(allies out after tlus Manner.

T HE moderatef! Conftruction I can put upon the Author
15, that he has either been aflcp, or dreaming, when be
wrote his Book :  For, fir j!, be tells you, that Self-Pollu-
tion 75 the maft fuperlative of Umz’mrmﬁ s and, that the
greateft Part of the Sin-liesin the Impurity of the fm::—rma-
tion 3 here he fays, Self-Pollution in Dreams is an involun-
tary Ait that we are not to account for.

WHAT 2 Does nst filthy Dreams fiow from impure Imas
ginations 2 Does not the Devil inflame the Minds of Men
to Luft, whereby the Body as well as Minds of Men are
frequently dqﬁfm’ in their Sleep, by impure Dreams 2 Hence
haly 8t. Augnftin bewails bis finful, filthy Dreams, in the
Ic-r!; Baok of his Confeffians, Chap. 30.

AL L the Reafon my Cenfurer had for this Triumph
and Exultation, was taken from the Paffages in the for-
mer Editions of the ONANIA, as they have been quoted,
and his tran(pofing and mutilatingthe following Paragraph
in tholé Editions of the fame Book, and in Pacre 113 of
the aforegoing 17th.  As #s the Dreams you campfﬂm of>
they are comman Iﬂ all fingle Men, efpecially thofe whs live
chaftly, as long as their Vigour lafts, In my Anfwer to
C. T. you will findthat 1 have hinted at the Occafion lsy"
them, wbere there is a Turgefiency of the Seminal Veffels.
Involuntary Aétions we are nat to account for. Wien a Man
keeps as great a Guard over his Thoughts as be is able
whilft be is awake, bis Confiience need not to be troubled
at any ‘ﬂrmg that happens :i;:‘ fj Slecp 5 and, therefore, let.

Z no
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ns Pollutions difturb the Tranquility of your Mind, where
the IWill is not acceffary or concer ned.

ONE would hardly imagine, that this could have gi-
ven rife to the Cenfures and Reflettions I have already
quoted from my Antagonift againft it : But his watchful
Head could not fo foon give over this Subjeét of Dream-
ing ; and as I forefee that many of my Readers will not
vouchfafe to purchafe his Labours, I will tranferibe the
moft curious Part of what he has faid further on this Oc-
caflion, that fuch ufeful Obfervations, and fine Erudition,
difplayed fo much to the Purpofe, might not be entirely
loft. Hear my Adverfary, Page 111. If our Confcience
sneed not be troubled at any Thing that bappens in our Sleep,
then Lot’s Inceft with his Daughters wasno Sin.  The Ly-
ing Prophets, in Jer. xxiii. 25. which cried out 1 have
dreamed, I have dreamed, were not Sinners nor Offenders.
Neither were thofe filthy Dreamers, who defile the Flefh,
Jude, ver. 18. culpable or finful. If we are not accountable
for thefe involuntary Aftions in our Dreams, why does
Jeremiah rank Dyreamers, Diviners, Inchanters, and Sor-
cerers, all together 2 Jer. xxvii. g, I10.

I WISH my Readers would examinethefe Texts; butas
few will give themfelves that Trouble, he will give me
Leave to tranfcribe only what my Adverfary quoted laft
from Feremiah, Therefore hearken not ye to your Propbets,
nor to your Diviners, nor to your Dreamers, nor to your In-
chanters, nor to your Sorcerers, which fpeak unto you, fay-
ing, Ye fball not ferve the King of Babylon : For they pro-
phefy a Lye unto you, to remeve you far from your Land,
and that I fhould drive you out, and ye fhould perifh. Here,
1 believe, it will not be unprofitable to remind the Reader
of the Subjeét we are upon : for, when fuch Quotations as
my Adverfary makes are read at Length, it is not impoffi-
ble 2 Man might be diverted from ir. In the third Page
of his Preface, my kind Antagonift fays of me, That if
{ happen to quote a Text of Scripture, 1t no where comes
uear the Purpofe, unlefs by a long Fetch, 1 have aflerted,
that no¢turnal Pollutions need not trouble a Man’s Con-
fcience, who is upon his guard againft impure Thoughts

s mush as is poflible whilk hg is awake ; and the Tl;.:ngﬁ
ave
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I have quoted from my Adverfary are alledged by him to
prove that I was dreaming when I wrote that. I have, to
fave Paper, left out feveral Things equally pertinent with
thofe I have quoted ; and I fhall only add one fublima
Obfervation, which he finithes his Remarks with on this
Head. And is it not, fays he, both a fhameful and finful
Praétice yet among many in England, who, upon 6 certain
Day in the Year, faft the whole Day, and fo go to Bed at
Night, that they may fee (as they term it ) their Sweet-heart 2
Some I have known who have done [o; yea, and fome 1o
whom the very Perfons appeared in this Sleep, and to whom
they were afterwards marvied, though they were utter Stran-
gers to one another at the Fafl and Dream.

I HA D overlooked a Thing which my Adverfary
thought material enough to deferve a Paragraph by itfelf ;
it immediately follows what I quoted laft, and is this:
Eufebius alfo tells us, that Simon Magus bad in his Dreams
paunting Deuils,

HAVIN G given fome Inftances of my Advetfury's
polite Learning, and uncommon Capacity, I muft now
beg Leave to own, that Men, of a Genius as exalted as
his own, when they are hurried away by Anger, and a
turious Spirit of Contradiétion, may, fometimes, fail i
Point of Accuracy, and be lefs exact than ordinary People.
A Female Correfpondent has asked my Advice on fome
Matters relating to the Marriage-Bed : This in feveral
Places of the Onanta, when I had Occafion to fpeak of
it, I have called the Lady’s LETTER, She feems to be
of Opinion, that when a Woman has conceived, or, ac-
cording to the Courfe of Nature, is paft Child-bearing,
the Hufband’s Embraces become criminal, and that, asit
ocan only center in the Pleafure of the Senfe, Copulation,
is then a fruftraneous Abufe of their Bodies, the fame with
SeELF-PoLLuTIOoN and Sopomy. I ufed a great many
Arguments to diffuade her from an Opinion, which I
thought dangerous, for the Reafons there alledged ; and,
among other Things, to ¢onvince her of her Error, 1
faid what follows.

17
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IT is inconfiftent with the Goodnefs, nay the Fuy Bice of
Gad, that any Afion in bis Eye fhould be fo heinous a Sin
as Sm’amy, mm’ that he, cither by bis Precpt, or the Ex-
ample qf Punifbinent in othersy fhould not bave warned us
ﬂgamﬁ' it. There are many Duties incumbent an mar ried
People that are exprefly commandedy and not fo eafily ohferved :
The real Difjiculties that may eccur in 1‘:’:&! émn are [uffi-
cient 5 we weed noty Ly bemg over nicey invent any more.
Orania, Page g3 of the "l‘h 8th, gth, &c. Editions,
Page 87 of the 13th, mth, e, and Page 79 of the
aforegoing 17th Edition.

T HIS, which can have no Relation to any Thing
but the Embraces in a married State, of which I fpoke
before, my Adverfary cites againft me, in Page 112 of
his Book, as if I had faid it on Account of SELF-POLLU-
TIoN, not without Inveltives. Speaking of me, and
what he had quoted from me, he fays, Here you fee he
. makes 1t both the moft fuperiative and fﬂarbﬁmc Unfmm:fﬁ -
and, to argue from bis own Words, I fay, it is inconftftent
with the Goodnefs, nay with the fu /!'r-:?f of God, to make this
Afdion more hetnous in bis Eye, than any other Degree or
Kind of Uncleannefs, and to revenge and punifh it more fe-
werely, when be bas not given us an exprefs Commandment
avainfi it, whereby we may fee ils exceeding Heinoufnefs, as
be bas a’mff in other Sins of Uncleannefs, which are, for the

moft Part, exprefly nominated and Jorbidden.

AF TER this, hequotes near forty Texts, to prove;
from the Old and New Teftament, that there are other
Sorts of Uncleannefs befides SELF- PorrLuTion, which
I do not believe any body in the World denies. If he
had read the whole Paragraph, the Words, married Peo-
ple, andy in that State, could not have permitted him to
vo on in that Blunder ; and, even in the firlt Part of the
Paragraph, a Man in his Senfes muft have feen, that I
fpoke not of Self-Pollution, in faying, that God had not
warned us againtt it (The 7 hing underfiood) by his Precept;
nor the Ex ﬂm‘h"f of any Punifhment in others : Itis impofii-
ble I fhould {'dy this of Sﬂ"f ‘Foliution, when I had not

only infilted fo much on the Sin and Punithment of
Onang
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Onan, but likewile taken the Tite of my Book from
thut very example,

Y ET on this my Adverfory triumphs over me with
geat Pomp ; and having pleafed himfelf with the Subje
for five Pages following, he leaves it, by telling the Rea-
der, that 7¢ were eafy to heap up more of my Contradifiions
if it was to any Advantage. From all which I fhall only
infer thefe two Things.  Firft, That, however he denies
it in his Preface, my Adverfary not only loves, but is
highly delighted with, contradi@ing others. Secondly,
‘That Rage and extreme Paffion, may blind a Man, as
clear.fighted as himfelf, as effeCtually as if he had no Eyes,
or was afleep, which he thinks I was when I wrote the
Onania, as the moft moderate Conftruction he is able to
make of me, It would be doing Injuftice to the Parts
and Erudition of my Adverfary, thould I aflign another
Caule for the Fact I have related, or endeavour to derive
his Behaviour from any other Motive; and I dare fay,
that every impartial Reader will be ot Opinion, that no
Man, even of the moft ordinaty Capacity, could, in his
Caenfure of a Book, be guilty of fo grofs a Miftake, fo
glaring an Overlight, unlefs he had read it half afleep, or
examined it in a violent Pafiion, and wrote againit it with
an Anger that was wrought up into Rage. But if, to
the Scrupulous, one Inftance, how convincing foever,
might not be thought fufficient to form their Judgment of
an Author, and the Temper he wrote with, I fhall give
another that will difplay the whole Man, and leave no
Room to doubt of thelittle Moderation, as well as Can-
dor, he has treated me with,

I H A VE already fpoke of the Lady’s Letter, inwhich
fhe maintains, that all Embraces in Wedlock are finful,
which a Man and his Wife know to be fruftraneous, and
certainly ineffeCtual as to Procreation. In that Letter
there are thefe Words : Self-Pollution you have proved a
Sin, becaufe it is deordinate from the End ; it is an Abufe of
the Creative ‘Power, and wvery properly, I think, you term
it Murder. Now what is in itfelf evil, Marriage cannot
make good 5 therefore I conclude the Marriage-Bed defiled,
the Man and Wife committing Sin when the End mmr;:
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b had, for which that Senfation was given s for tho rb;

Man be at all Times capable of Generationy the Woman is

not, as when fbe has concerved, and fhe according to the

Cmarﬁ' of Nature is paft it : It then centers in the ‘Pleafure

of Senje, and a fr uftrancous Abufe of theiv Bedies ; the fame
in my Opm; i with Self-Pollution and Sc}dﬁm}-

THIS LerTer I anfwered as well as I could, and
I will freely own, that it coft me more Labour and ‘tud}r
than any Part of the Book befides of the fame Length ;
which, by the bye, is no great Sign that ail the Pains I
was at were taken with a mercenary View, and for mer-
cenary Ends, as my Adverfary is fo often pleafed to infi-
nuate ; ﬁnce it s uttf:IIy 1mpﬁﬁib]c that Gain or Lucre
could accrue to me or any other directly or indirectly,
rom the LETTER or the Anfwer to 1it, any more than
from the printing of 2 Sermon, or any other Picce of Mo-
rality. The Truth is, IthmmhttheNutmn broached there
a pernicious Error; and as 1 “defire nothing more than to
promote Virtue, and have at Heart the cternal as well as
t;,*‘npoml Felicity of Mankind, I thought it my Duty to
expofe it, and fsew my Reader its Weaknefs, l{gnt
Foun u.ltmn, and the little Reafon there was to embrace
fuch an Opinion. The Motive I had to print and anfwer
this LETrFR, and what my Sentiments were when I did
it, may be learned from what 1 fay in the laft Paragraph
of the Anfwer but one, viz. If what you induce us to be-
ficve concerning your Sex is true, and the Scruple you pro-
poley and which Jeems to gravel youy be realy then, Madam,
I am per ﬁmufd you are convinced of your Error before now
and I would not have taken fo much ‘Pains, or been fo diffu-
fiue on this Subject, was I not affured that the fame Dif-
freulty was often flarted, and the fame Arguments are
4_,*:5." by Likertines, and other lewd Profligates, to perplex
:a:'fy’i':'e;:r;'am People : For the openly Wicked, who neither
eany wor endeavour to hide therr cwn evil Courfes, are al-
ways pleafed when they have an Opportunity by the leaft
Skeew of Reafin, to infinuate as if all Men were bad alike,
and the [oberef? Part of the IV orld no better than tbfc{r-

ﬁfﬂ;u
WHO-

* el
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WHOEVER reads the LETTER, will find that 1
had great Caule to fufpect what I have mentioned, more
efpecially from what is faid in it concerning Fornication ;
that it was not forbid as an Evil in itfelf, but in not mak-
ing for the Gosd of Society; it is fitter one Man abide by
one JWoman, that there may be a due Care of the Off-
Jpring’s Education. 'T'o which, beferel refuted it, 1an-
fwered in particular, that, this was a dangerous Affertion,
and gave too great a Handle to Deiffs, as well as other Li-
bertines, who endeavour to perfuade the World that Religim
15 only e political Invention, and na farther ts be regarded
than as it is ufeful in promsting the good Order and Givern-
ment of Mankind. How well 1 have fucceeded in an-
fwering that LETT€R in general, 1 do not pretend to
;:_dge, but can aflure the Reader that it has been taken
Notice and approved of by Men of Piety and Learning ;
that the Whole is carried on in the {ame fober religious
Stile with that I have quoted from it ; and whoever has
feen it muft know, that there is not an immodeft Word
nor one Sentence in it capable of fullying the Mind of
the moft lafcivious with Impurity ; nothing that is ludi-
crous, nor any Thing indeed that, before a grave Au-
dience, might not be fpoken in a Pulpit. See what Ufe
my Adverfary has made of it. He quotes, as from me,
what follows. Hiw can a young healthy Couple praiiice
Forbearance, when every Night they liz in the fame Bed ts-
gether ¢ This is an infupportable Temptation to fome : But
what Reafons, or what Inducements, [hould make them un-
dergo fo fevere an Abflinence, or rather excruciate themfelues
with [o intsilerable a Penance 2~ Which Way fhall they ima-
gine this to be a Tranfgreffiom, concerning which the Scrip-
tures are altogether filent ? The Marriage- Bed cannst
be defiled without a Third Perfon.

I SHALL firft obferve, that Stroke, which the Rea-
der fees above, ftands for what in the ONAN/A is con-
tained in fixteen Lines, and now will fet down the Paf-
fage he cites without his Mutilations. It is in Pages 7%,
and 79, of the aforegoing Eighteenth EpiTion of it, Suz
what fhall we fay ts a young Couple, bith in Health, t.at
live in Peace and Ilarmony, and have been a confiderable

Gg Time
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Time flriving to vender themfelves delightful and endearing
to each other 2 How fhall they praltice this Forbearance,
when every Nighty, naked, (for many of the poorer Sort can
matke no other Shift) they lie in the fame Bed together ¢ Tlns
to [ime would be an intollerable Temptation 5 but what
Reafons, what Inducements, fhould make them undergo fo
fevere an Abflinence, or rather excruciate themfelves with
Sfuch an intollerable Penance? What Hopes bave they to
excite them to this extraordinary Piece of Purity 2 Or what
can frighten them from an imaginary Sin, againfl which
there is no exprefs Command of God? Nay, which Way
fhall they tmagine that to be a Tranforeffion, concerning
which the Scriptures are altogether filent, both Old and New
Teftament ?

T HIS Paragraph my Adverfary quarrels with for its
Lafcivioufnefs, and, in the Middle of his maimed Cita-
tion of it, bids the Reader note the Air of my Writing :
Then fkipping fixteen Lines, as I have already hinted,
he falls foul on my afferting, that the Marriage-bed can-
not be defiled without a Third Perfon. This, fays my
Adverlary, truly is a flrange Afjertion, and can be fuppofed
to be writ or publifbed by none but fuch whofe Heart is boiling
Jull of Luft, or one altogether ignorant of the Scripture. If
this be [0, why fays the Apoftle, Heb. xiii. 4. Marriage is
honourable in all, and the Bed undefiled ; where is plainly
implied, that the Bed may be defiled, even in a conjygal
State, without Adultery.

I'T" is not eafy to determine which is moft juft, the
Inference, which in Charity he makes of my Writing, or
that which he draws from the Words of St. Paul; for
i confefs I cannot find out what this Text was quoted
for. It proves my Aflertion, even without the Reftric-
tion which I made, and which my Adverfary left out on
Purpole to ferve his Turn. Nothing is more evident
than that St. Paul, who in this Verfe exhorts the Fe-
brews to live honeft, means, that, by Marriage, all
might thun the Imputation of Dithonefty ; that Matyi-
mony itfeltf was fufficient to keep them from Blame, and
that as foon as a Couple had entered into that State, they
might ¢njoy one another, and yat relt fatisfied, that, not-

' | ; withitapding
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withftanding thefe mutual Embraces, their Bed was un-
defiled, and they had done nothing that was difthonoura-
blee.  'What the Apoftle fays in Praile of Marriage, he
fpeaks in Oppofition to the criminal Commerce of Men
and Women that are not married together, as is manifeft
from what follows in the fame Verfe, but Whoremongers
and Adulterers God will judge.  After this, my Adveriary

uotes Mr. Trap, Effius, Dr. Owen, St. Auflin, Beza,

@vinus, Seneca, and feveral more, to prove the Falfity
of what he had cited from me, viz. The Marriage-bed
cannot be defiled without a Third Perfon ; not faying one
Syllable of the Precaution I had made Ufe of, that might
have faved him the Trouble of all thole Quotations : For
if he had fet down what he ftifles, it muft have been very
impertinent to have proved again{t me that the Marriage-
bed may be defiled without a Third Perfon, by Thinos
which I name myfelf: As, among other Things, he
quotes from a learned Divine the following Words. 4
good and moral Ufe of the Marriage bed is the natural and
lawful Ufe of the Wi ‘:ﬁ' by the Husband, andof the Husband
by the Wife, according to the Law of God 5 but the exceffive
Ufe thereof is abufing and defiling it. 'The quoting of this
would have looked very filly, if my Adverfary had owned
that I had myfelf barred, in Words at length, all Inde-
cencies and Excefles that are deftruflive either to Health
or Chaftity, before I aflerted that the Marriage-bed could
not be defiled without a Third Perfon,

B U T, without this Piece of Sincerity, his incenuous
Authorfhip could not have had the Pleafure of contradict-
ing me, or fhewing how well he was read, nor have con-
cluded with this fine Rant after his Quotations, Page 37.
Who, pretending to flritt Piety, could ever be fi indulsent 15
e Lus, and fo imnerfed i forfal Plafire, as 1 ip-
pofe that the Marriage-bed could not be dofiled betwist the
Hufband and IWife, without @ Third Perfony, when the
IWord of Gad inftruéls us to the contrary, and whereunts I
have fhewn our learnedeft and foundefl Divines have affentzd 2
But our Author, being a Man of extrasrdinary Confidence,
thought he might venture bis Piece alroad with no better Au-
thority than khis own lpfe dixit ; fince @ Part of it, in fome
Jormer Editions, had found [uch Acceptanie with fome Peo-

G g 2 P'{":
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pley and alfs bidding fair for bringing Profit to bimfelf ;
expecling, feeing it had ¢fcaped Cenfure fo long, He and It
Were Ewmm.-. both hardy HMLQ’E—‘ ty tmpofe the greatefl Non-
fenfe and Deceit 1pon the iVorld withsut any Notice, or any
2o examine his Affertions, expafe bis H/'.e'm{ﬂ.-:ﬁ and Contra-
diftions, or difcsver bis Defign. .

WHEN ﬂ‘ua he had taken his FI” of laying me on,
he begins to think of faving himfelf : Falfe Quotations,
and bare-faced D lﬁll”f.ﬂllltj,, he knew muﬁ appear very
odious when found out ; and tho’ he had induftrioufly con-
cealed the Page of the Paflage which he pretended to quote
from me, yet he had Reafon to fear ‘that fomebody or
other would hunt for it, and therefore at laft he begins to
cnnfr.‘?;, but comes too as willingly as a Bear to a Stake.
The Manner he does 1t in d;ﬁ:ﬂvcrs the kind Difpofition
of his Heart towards me, ‘and gives us no {mall Inﬁﬂht in-
to his J'?epfh and Capacity. It has been very entmtdlmng
to me, and, I dare ﬁy, will give great Diverfion to every
judicious Rc der, that has been attentive on what has
been faid concerning this notable Cenfure of my Adver-
fary. ThePafiage I fpeak of, lmmedlatﬂy follows what
I have quoted from hlm laft, and is here (the Commas
before the Lines excepted) fet duwn exatly as it is print-
ed in the Onania Examined and Detelied,

<« T O what I bave here faid, perbaps our Author will
<< objeét, that be had faid, that there was a Decorum to be
 sbferved as to the Marriage-bed, and therefore thought
<< that all Exceﬁ*: and Indecencies, that are deftruiive
¢ cither to Health or Chaftity, are finful.

«« I own indeed, he dees fay fo; and nothing to his Cre-
¢ dit when be bas faid it : For he tells you, that there is
« no Indecorum, Excefs, or frrdf{f.’?qy, or Wronging of Cf}sz/’
“ nity il Health firft 1s impaired or defiroyed : For bis
¢ gwn [V ords you fee arve, that Exceffés and Indecencies that
 are defiructive to Health. You fee be puts Health before
¢6 (haftity ; ; clearly infinuating, when Health is not burt,
¢ Chafiity 1s unwronged : But this being his Sentiments,
¢ he ﬁmfd rather have Jaid, that there was no In-.
¢ decorum, where there was no Murder : And that this

¢ 75
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¢ is bis plain Meaning, appears from the preceding tran-
“ porting Expreffion for unbridled Liberty 5 infupportable
€ Temptation, fevere Abflinence, excruciating and intolle-
 yable Penance : And alfo from bis ingenious Acknowlege-

¢ ment, that the Marriage-bed cannat be defiled without a
¢ Third Perfon.”

I'F any of my judicious Readers have ever blamed me
for not anfwering this formidable Author, I doubta great
many more will laugh at me for having taken Notice of
him at all, and cenfure me, I am afraid not unjuftly, for
throwing away {o much Time in refuting fuch Argu-
ments and Objections as thefe. But as I have faid already
in the Beginning of this Supplement, I have a great man
Readers to pleafe ; otherwife, I can affure the Reader, {
would never have meddled with one of my Adverlary’s
Size. I beg Pardon then for going on, and treating him
ferioufly a little further; tho’ I believe a Man mightbe a
very grave Perfon, and yet laugh heartily at the Criticifin
I quoted laft, concerning my poftpening Chaftity to Health.
Good Phils Caflitatis, dread Champion of Chaffity, why
fhould you imagine that defignedly I had made Health
take the Wall of your Miftrefs ? It was done long before
I could know that you would take her Name upon you,
and declare yourfelf her errant Lover. We often put
thofe Things laft that we fhould lay the greateft Strefs
upon : But you are ancry with me, and therefore find
Fault with every Thing I do. If I had faid of a great Pro-
flizate, that he had broke through all Laws human and di-
vine, you would accufe me of Impiety, for having openly
preferred the Laws of Men to thofe of God. In many
Things it is indifferent, as when I fay I will have either
a Green or a Blue, it is hard to determine which Co-
lour I prefer. But in the Paflage you quarrel with, I had
aood Reafons why I named Health before Chaftity. In
the firft Place, fenfual People have no Notion that any
Thing can be unchafte between a Man and his Wife. In
thefecond, the greateft Part would fooner deny them‘elves
a Pleafure, if they imagined it would fhorten their Days,
than they would hECﬂU%E they knew itto be a Sin. Third-
ly, the Voluptuous, from their Excefles, often receive
Warning in their Health, long before they would hwﬁ

owie
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owned them to be Excefles in Point of Confcienice ; and
examining themfelves, they not only perceive fooner a
decay of Strength than a decay of Virtue, but they are
likewife vaftly more concerned at the firft, than they are
at thelatter. It was for thefe Reafons that I put Health
before Chaftity, with Intention to name that firft, the
Coniideration of which I knew would weigh the moft
with thofe I wrote to.

IF Tamtold, thatfuch a Digreffion as this is very im-
pertinent when addrefled to Men whe write at random,
and know nothing of Language, Diction, or Propriety, I
again beg Pardon of the judicious Reader, and return to
my Adverfary. Your Cenfure, Sir, on the Precedency
between Chaftity and Health, I own to be very extraor-
dinary ; but the Inference you draw from it, in my Opi-
nion, bears it quite out of Sight ; and is a Thing fo cu-
rious, that I know nothing on Earth to compare it to. If
I had forbid a Man to commit no Excefs in Drinking
either at home or abroad, according to your €onftruétion,
I give him Leave to be as drunk as he pleafes whilft he is
abroad ; and that as long as he commits no Excefs at
home, drinking can do him no Hurt when he is abroad.
But, to keep ftrictly to the Thingitfelf, fuppofe I had ex-
prefled the fame Meaning in other Words, and faid, I
think that all Indecencies and Excefles that are injurious to
Body or Soul, are finful ; might you not, with the fame
Juftice, haveperfuaded the ReadersthatItold them, ¢ That
there 15 ng Indecorum, Excefs, or Indecence, or wronging of
the Soul, unlefs the Body is firft impaired .or injured : For
his own Words you fee are, that Exceffes and Indecencies
that are injurious to the Body.—You fee he puts Body be-
fore the Soul ; clearly infinuating, when the Body is not
hurt, the Soul is unwronged.” And might you not, with
as little Injury to good Senfe, have faid every thing you
- have added befides ?

B U T we will fuppofe that I have adtually affronted
Chaftity in not giving her the Rank that is due to her,
and that you, as her iover, are in the Right to refent it
as much as if I Lad not named her at all ; yet you know

1 fpoke of Health, and you own that I have barred Excefles
deftructive
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deftrutive to Health : You fhould either not have allowed
this, or picked fome Quarrel with the Word Health, as
you did with that of Chaftity, or elfe not have faid, »hat
may not the Marriage-bed be defiled by fuch an exceffive
Ulfe thereof as may procure all thefe Misfortunes 3 and in as
high a Degree as what he fays comes by Maflupration 2 1
have known fome, whoy by the exceffive Ufe theresf, have
fo debilitated their Retention of Seed, that Semen emitte-
rent ad primum conta¢tum Labiorum Vaginae : Others,
who upon the leaft amorous Look on their Wife, the’ at a
Diflance, cito ejicerent Sperma.  Others I have known,
who, by thetr Excefs, have effectually digged thetr untimely
Graves, and put themfelves irrecoverably beyond the Help
of Medicine ; while others have procured to themfelves Gleets,

tranguries, Priapifms, e,

HE R E I would afk any Man in his Senfes, if there
is any Poflibility that thefe "T"hings could have happened if
they had forbore Exceffes deftruétive to Health ? But Phi
lo Caflitatis will be heard, and is refolved that the Precau-
tions I have taken fhall not hinder him from fpeaking
what he has a Mind to fay. Here certainly he wis not
dreaming, and too much Sleep was the leaft of his Ail-
ments. Where we left him he goes on thus: #as there no
defiling the Marriage- Bed in all this 2 Nay, was there nz
Murder in all this 2 Had not fuch, Eyes and Hearts full o

Adultery, even towards their own Wives 2 Does not this
exceffive Coition render the Marriage-bed either unfruitful,
or elfe only produces [uch a puny, fickly, weakly Offspring, as
are a Mifery to themfelves, a Diflonour to the human Race,
and a Scandal to their Parents ? But I muft own, though
this may fometimes be owing to the venereous Hufband ; yety
at other Times, it is owing to the {nfatiable Lechery of the
Wife who is never fatisfied with Embraces 5 of wiem the
Hushand may, from wretched Experience, fay, with He-
race, Quod tbi vis mulier, nigris digniflima barris.
Such excite their Hufbands by Diet, and fuch other Means
as Mbodefly obliges me te conceal.

I SHALL make no farther Defcant on thefe Beauties:
The Language, the Ingenuity, the Stile, or Coherence ;

the Reader has it all ba?c-_re him, anl can doubt no longer
| ' 78 1
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Manner than ever I would have dene any Antagonift whe
had behaved himfelf with any tolerable Decency, Thofe
again, who delight in gay and fprightly Figures, will
imagine that I have little Reafon to make Excufes for a
few ironical Praifes, and unmerited Commendations, I
have beflowed on a Man, with whofe Authorfhip it
would be ridiculous to be ferioufly angry : and they would
have been better pleafed if I had returned him his fcurri-
lous Civilities, and been more diffufive and particular in
pointing at the Weaknefls and Puerility of his Stile, and
expofed him with the fame Licentioufnefs and Petulancy
of Language with which he fell upon me without any
Provocation. To fuch I fhall only obferve, that where
there is much Railing, there is little Reafon ; and it is
reckoned a fure Sign of the Badnefs of a Caufe, or of the
Weaknefs of its Advocates, when they have Recourfe to
foul Language in Defence of it.

I AM f{atished ; and the attentive Reader, who have
likewife feen the Onania Examined and Deteted, muft
know, that I have anfwered all the material Objeétions
that any ways obftruted my View : What this is, I have
hinted at often, wiz. to promote Virtue in general, efpe-
cially that which affifts us in conquering Luft and Impu-
rity ; and more particularly that Branch of Uncleannefs,
that, without Witnefs, may be committed with one’s Self;
that is, to prevent and deter both Sexes, Youth and others,
from the heinous Sin of SELF-PoLrurion. I have de-
monftrated that the moft confiderable Part of Onan’s Sin,
for which God flew him, was SELF-PoLLUTION, even
from the Proofs my Adverfary had brought to evince the
contrary. I have likewife proved, whatever, to contradiét
me, he has either extenuated or denied concerning the
Enormity of the Sin in the Sight of (5od, to have been
rightly afferted in my Book ; that it is pratifed by both
Sexes, and that it is of dangerous Confequence as to bo~
dily Health, 'Thefe Things I have made evident from
the very. Examples unwarily dropped and alleged by my
Adverfary, whilft he was endeavouring to refute me, as
may be feen in Page 20, 22, and 23, of this Supplement. 1
have alfo fhewed that my Adverfary’s Accufations (as if I
had broached pernicious Errors, and countenanced and
encouraged Lafcivioulnefs between Man and Wife) are

entirely
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entirely falfe, and wilful Calumnies, in which no Appear-
ance or Shadow of Truth is to be found even in his Book,
but what are owing to palpable Mifconftructions, mali-
cious Infinuations, and fuch Stratagems in his Quotations,
as can only flow from Infincerity, and the utmoft Want
of Candour : By all which, I have made it manifeft, that
what I have faid concerning the Marriage-bed in the
Onani1a, is agreeable to found Doctrine, and can have
no other Tendency than to recommend and increafe Vir-
tue and Religion, Chaftity and good Manners.

THAT I havebeen fo fevereagainft SELF-PoLruTion
from a fecret Defign to encourage Fornication and Adul-
tery, as my Adverfary infinuates more than once, has been
fo amply refuted in the former Editions of the Book he
writes againft, and now in Page 96, 97, of the aforego-
ing 18th Eprrion, that I thought it fuperfluous to be
again mentioned : But to thofe who never read the Ona-
NiA, what [ fhall quote from one of them, I hope will be
fufficient to remove all Sufpicien. Having in the Anfwer
toa LETTER queftioning me on that Subject, given it as
my Sentiment, that Fornication as well as Self-Pollution,
were both abominable in the Sight of God, and therefore
to be equally avoided, I proceed thus: If I have faid any
thing that has given the leaft Handle to any of my Readers
to think that I look upon Fornication as a venial Sin, in
comparifon to Self-Pollution, or that I would decry the one
20 encourage the othery which is flill more abominable, I am
beartily forry for it, and can affure them, that whoever bas
mifconfirued me in this Mannery, bas been moft miferably
miftaken 5 and that neither yourfelfy nor any other, may be
Jo again for the future, I folemnly declare, that the Height
% my Wifkes is to deter both Sexes from Impurity of every

indy, and all Manner of Uncleannefs withsut Exception,
The Reafon why I have faid fo little of Fornication, and fa
much againft Self-Pollution, I thought would have been cb-
vigus to the meaneft Capacity : 1 treat of the one, ex profeflo,
and not of the other.

THE On~anx1a is a Book of Morality, and thereis no-
thing I abhor more, than that I fhould be any Ways ac-

eeflary to the Corruption of Manners ; therefore my great-
Hha2 cid



|, 2ot

eft Concern is to demonftrate and convince the Reader,
that I have broached no falfe Doélrine, nor pernicious Er-
ror, and that nothing is contained in it that can be deftruc.
tive, or in the leaft injurious to Chaftity, or any other
Virtue. Itis that which I call material, and without that
Conlideration, no Provocation of Injuries, nor Importu-
nity of Friends, could ever have perfuaded and drawn me
in to anfwer ‘Philo Caftitatis, or trouble my Head about
any thing fuch an Author could write. As to his other
Sarcafms and Conjetures on the mercenary Views I have,
the Motives I a&t from, and the Intentions of my Hcarr
of which God ought to be thought, and is the only Sear-
cher, he 1s welcome to make as many more ; and I can
aflure him, that they fhall never give me one Moment’s
Difquiet, neither will I fpend more Time to vindicate the
Strength of my Underftanding, my Capacity in Writing,
or Skill in any Art or Science whatcver.

SHOULD my Adverfary complain that I have left
Matters unanfwered, which he calls Material, and ima-
gine that I ought to be more particular on fome Things
he charges me with, let him firft reply to the Things T
have aniwered already, and overthrow what I have fard
to confute him ; after that I will do what he pleafes ; but
unlefs he folidly refutes the Proofs I have alleged, and an-
fwers without Shifts or Evafion, to every Particular I have
touched upon ; unlefs, I fay, he does that, ina Manner
clofer, more pertinent, and more worthy being taken No-
tice of than what he has wrote againft me already, I fhall
not give mylelf, nor the Reader, any further Trouble
about him: He may write, and aggrefs me, (as he calls
it) as long as he pleales, but before I fee fuch a fatisfaltory
Reply, he fhall hear no more of me, In the mean Time,
let my Adverfary hug himfelf in his own Sufﬁczency,
he thall have my Leave to crow, triumph, and rejoice at
the Conceit of his Superiority over me, in every Refpeét:
and [ fhall be glad to fee him extol to the Sky, the Purity
of L.mguage, ‘the corre& Diéion, the fine Senfe, and
Delicacy of Stile, with every other Merit, of his valuable
Work ; and deprefs, as much as he pleafes, the rhapfo-
dical Cant, wrong Reafoning, and Mcannels of my pitiful

b’t;:f-::-rmauce. ;
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Ihave, in the ONAN1A, anfwered an Obje&ion that
was made againft fome LETTERS | had inferted thercin ;
and in the beginning of this Supplement 1 have again ob-
viated what might be farther fa:d on that Head. I have
likewife taken Notice, as may be feen in Page 24, of what
Plils Caflitatis charges me with, viz. That I have Leen
infurious to virtuous, modefty and chafle youmg Ladies,
and affronted the whole Sex, by faying that Girls in Board-
ing-Schoolsy and often IWomen grown, were guilty z" Self-
Pollution ; amd that I bad trefpaffed againft the Rules of
Modefly, by naming, in my Mother Tongue, the Diflem-
pers which that Prailice was often the Oceafion of. But
why this is a greater Affront, than to fay that many of
them are guilty of Fornication and Adultery, and have
drawn Difeafes uponthemfelves by promifcuous Embraces,
I cannot fee ; elpecially why it fhould feem fo to a Man
who thinks the firft-named Sin inferior to, and much lefs
heinous than, either of the latter. I have as great an
Efteem, and pay as much Deference, to the virtuous Part
of the Fair Sex, as anybody ; but itis an infipid Compli-
ment to them, as well as Stupidity, to aflert that there
are no other : Viceis a Foil to Virtue, and to fay that
there are many lafcivious Women, is fo far from being an
Aftront to chafte and married Ladies, that it points at, and
heightens their Merit. Toconvince the Reader that what
I have faid of Girls and others concerning this Sin, is not
a Calumny, or ill-grounded Afperfion, I fhall give two
or three Inftances, by and by, proved by their I ctters, of
Women, that have not only been guilty of SELF-PoL-
LUTION, but likewife by the Jong Continuance of that
Prattice, have grievoufly injured their Bodies, and brought
themfelves into moft miferable Conditions,

A S to the revealing of Secrets, the expofing of Pa-
tients publickly, and the breaking of one’s Truit, which
I have been told are in the printing of LET TER s fent to
me for Advice, I have fpoke to it already, and am ftill of
Opinion that the Charge is ridiculous, being well affured,
when the Names of the Perfons remain concealed, and
the Bufinefs likewife which they follow, and the Places of

their Abede are neither mentioned nor pointed at, fthat
rom
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from fuch Letters there is no more to be difcovered or
gathered, to any one’s Prejudice, than thereis from every
Cafe and Hiftory, related in any Practical Book of Phy-
fic or Surgery : Not to mention the Precautions the Wri-
ters of fome of them take to conceal themfelves, even from
me, which makeit {till the moreimpracticable, an Inftance
of which may be feenin the former Editions of the Ona-
W14, and in Page 152 of the aforeeoing 18th, from a mar-
ried Lady, who begins her Letter to me thus : Sir, Since
st will be impoffible I‘J‘?ﬂr you ever to know from whom this
comesy, I can with Freedom relate my Cafe to you, which
otherwife I could not have Confidence enough, fo much as to
snention one Tittle of it to any Phyfician living, &e. As
allo from other married as well as fingle Women, which
the Reader will likewife fee by-and-by.

BUT before I fet down the LETTERSI intend to pro-
duce, I muft thew the Reader a Paflage of my Adverfary,
who has blamed me fo much for divulging the Frailties of
the Sex, and is of Opinion that all fuch Matters, if we
knew them, ought to be ftifled and fupprefled, at leaft not
publifhed in one’s Mother Tongue. It isin Page. 126 of
his Book, where he fays, 4 married IWoman alfs, aged
about 47 Years, confulted a Phyfician for Barrennefs, from
a Laxnefs of mufcular Fibres of the Vagina and Uterus ;
but examiming the Cafe, and [ufpeciing )ﬁ"am both the Cha-
vacler fbe went under, and from what fhe faid berfelf, that
2t was not owing to any Infufficiency in the Hufband, whom
Soe publicly complained of, but to her own infatiable Luj?,
Jor it plained appeared her Cafe was owing to Friclion ;
wherefore confidering her Age, and the little Hopes of Suc-
eefs upon fuch a ‘Patient, be refufed meddling. . 1t 1 had
made this Judgment, without any further Proof than what
Phils Cafiitatis gives for this bold Aflertion, he would,
and not unjuitly, have called me a very cenforious Fellow:
But I have quoted this only to thew how well my bright
Antagonift obferves the Leflons Ae gives, and how care-
fully he avoids the Faults Ae charges ane with,

To
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To the ingenious AUTHOR of aBooxk,
entitled, ON ANI A,

S IR, Feb. 28, 1730.

WRITE in Behalf of a young Creature who bas abufed

berfelf by SELF-PoLLUTION ; fhe has made a Refo-
ution of never falling into that Sin again, which I hope will
move your Compaffion to give fome Relief in this difmal Cafe.
Siry, I will explain ber Cafe to you, fbe has a great Heat ir
her ‘Privities, Belly, and Thighs, with darting fhooting
Pains, which are wery great fometimes, a continual Pain
in ber Head, and fometimes in all Parts of her Body float-
ing about~ fhe has nothing appears outwardly, nor any thing
comes from hery but her Complaints are all inward, great
Pains.and Heat in the Privities and Belly, as j’/&‘fa’ before.
1 have writ all her Complaints, fbe is in great Affliétion and
Trouble for this her Cﬁ?d Condition ; and is [o bafbful, that
fhe had died in this Condition if fbe had not feen your extra-
ordinary Book, which I bought a Month ago. Siry I apply
myfelf ta you in hopes of a Cure by fome of your proper Me-
dicines : If her wretched Condition be paft Cure, and you*
will not undertake 1t, be pleafedto direct your Anfwer for
me to be left at the Bookfellers, and [ will give Mr. Corbett
Half a Guinea for your Trouble, Sir, when I come for your
Anfwer. Pray, Sir, be very private in this Matter, for
I am afhamed to come of this Errand ; but it is Charity te
belp them that cannst belp themfelves, and I hope fhe may
4ive and repent of this great Sin, which is the Defire of,

Your very humble Servant, .

ANNE L.

s
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To Mr. C. CorBETT, Bookfeller, oppofite St,
~ Dunftan’s Church, Fleet-Street.

Afr. CORBETT,

¢« ¥ DESIRE you would give the enclofed LETTER as

directed, and be pleafed to fend me a Bottle of your
Strengthening Tinclure by the Bearer, and to fend this
Letter back, which will much oblige,

¢ Your humble Servant, &c.

¢« AN D when I fend on AZonday, I defire my enclofed
Letter may be fent back alfo, with the Gentleman’s An-
fwer. The Perfon that calls for it will afk for a Parcel for
Mrs. Sarab R .”

0 €00 i 2 T AT, R A g mR, SR R SE, B S8, SR T T8, S8, S8, 08, A8, 2
Spepeiel Fapealetotapelodaps Peke edadope ek

o the ingenjous AUTHOR of Onania. Thefe.

=

Saturday, Nov. 9, 1733.

Honoured ST R,
j T is one of the greatefl Afflictions of my whole Life, that

L am forcedto acquaint you with the melanchaly Circum-
Slances of a uear Relation and Friend of miney occafioned
by the wvile Praétice of Self-Pollution, which fbe has con-
tinued in for a-long Time 5 and I fear "her Cafe is too like
1“5{# 6f the young Woman mentioned in the Clergyman’s

efter,

S H L has for a long Time been very much out of Order,

and I could :ﬂéwr guefs the Reafen till 1 feund ber reading
:}'P_ir"ﬁ'
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four Book, fince which Time fhe has heen extromely dejefled

and caft down, and I fear it will affzéd ber Beafis if not
- . L

timely prevented s and therefore, Siry I hape vox wili be fa

good as 1o confider of ber Uafe, andy if there is any Fielp for

bery to let me kinow.,

I SHALL, in as brief a Manner as poffiile, lot you
know all the diffsrent Symptomsy in Hopes of your L2/} 4d-
Viges

SHE bas long complained of Lotnefs of Spirits, and
Pains in the Head, fometimes on one Side, fometimes on toe
ﬁra".z'.-.'.'r". 4

AN D wiith viclent Pains juf? before the Courfe of Na-
ture, though thofe are much abated to what they have been
Jix Months ago 5 and what frichts me moft is, a Pain in
her Nofe, and a violent Itching all over her Body, but chiefly
i1 ber Head, and the extreme Paris. When fhe t5id me
thefe Pains wandered about her Body, I advifed her to have
a Phyfuian, but fbe declared fbe would die firfly and fuffer
all the Tortures fhe could poffibly underge 5 and this made it
neceflary for me to apply myfelf to you, whichy, I hope, will
be a [ufficient Excufe for ihis Trouble,

BESIDES this, fe has bad a Weaknefs, occafioned by
the Whites, which lofled two or three Days, but no longer,
nor any Time befare.

AT prefent fbe has a fhortnefs of Breath, and a Cough,
and a conflant running at ber Nofe, with Lofs of Appetite ;
but whether this proceeds from her great Concern, or the Ma-

lignity of the Difeafey I fhould be glad to be informed,

I HAVE fent Ha:;!?f a Guinea by the Bearer, which I
beg you to accept of, and ansther for a Bottle of the Tinc-
ture, and fball order a Perfon to call for your Aufwer on
Monday ; and beg you will let me Enow what Medicines
will be befl for ber, and what they will come ta, and, when

1 fend for toemy I will order the Money.

¥

LI L3
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IT may le neceffary to inform you, that fhe is thirty
Years of Ages and, I thint, began that wile Practice as
early as any ever did 5 and I know fhe has been a very great
Offender that IWay. Icannot get ber to be more particular

e this Matter.

I BEG, Sir, you sz’ be fo gosd to bxenfe this Iing Lets
Zer, anc J'fﬂ !ri me know what may be the worfl (Jﬂrjr.4f_::¢ HCeS
of Fher prefent Condition 5 and it would le a farther Fr.rz;a:zrr
#0 know, sz; ere is any vifible Sign of this Vice in any Part
éf ber Face difcoverable by others.” Thus complying with
wkis Requeft, will be a great Obligation to

Your unknown humble Servant,
SARAH R—,

B E pleafed to diref? the Letier for Mis. Sarah R—,
. whofe Name the Perfon fhall call for it.

I SHALL It ysu Fnow how the Medicines operate, and
_,-f f L]
defive your farther Advieey, and, if they fucceed, fhali be
J 5.
very grateful.

F

P Robo T Ro R e T Lo Lo to b= R Re pe 16 T s pobe ke,

This for the good Author of ONANIA.

S IR,

Rovidence has been fo kind, as tc dire&t me to your:
excellent Book, called U’*«. aria, I feeing an

Advertifement of it in an old News-paper by Chance ;
but it was a great while before I could contrive how tﬂ
dend for it, and then there was none to be had ;I fent
three or four Times for it, and at laft I got one, and read
Lmany (.afcs n 1 fomething like my own Cale, but yet of
none
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none of my Sex that begun the wicked Praice of Serr-
PorruTion fo foon as myfelf, for I becan with it at
eleven (ears old, by the Devil’s leading me to itI think,
and followed it till was married, which was before T was
quite fei enteen, but was always pale and weakly when a
Czirl, and never had the Courfe of Nature but twice till
I married; and I muft own my farther Wickednefs,
which was, that I ufed that b {: and crue! Prattice afterI
was married, and had a great deal more Pleature in it than,
when my Hqund lay with me, although he is a young
brisk Man, and till I read your valuable Book I follow-
ed it almoft daily, and have been married four Years,
but never was with Child, nor been in Order as Women
fhould be, and as other Women are; and have never been
right well in Health all my Marriage, though I have took
Abundance of Phyfick ; !mt now, by readino your won-
derful good Book, I fee what the Caufe s, and thank the
Almighty I have left itoff. I am troubled very mut:h
with the Vapours, and a fluttering and trembling ; and X
uled that PraGice the oftener, becaufe italways b dpui me
in the Vapnurs, and the tre*nb‘ur and ﬂuttcrms,, bL.t
then I thought it increafed the Pain in my Back bj, what
ufed to come away from me, and my bearing down of iy
Womb alfo, whichis very much fometimes ; and [ have
great Slipperinefs of the Womb, as Midwives and Doltors
have told me, but none of them could ever du me any
Good, but I hope, Sir, that you can without fecing me,
for I can never fee you after telling you my Condition, if
I die forit. I entreatyou to affift me, and wiil pay what-
ever the Charge is, for I would be cured, for my Huf-
band wonders what is the Matter with me, for I have not
the leaft Delire he thould lie with me, nor the lealt Plea-
fure in the At when he does ; and my Womb is {o flip-
pery, that I am told I thall never be with Child till that
is cured, and I wantto have a Child. 1 was fadly putto
it how to fend privately to you; and the Woman that
brings this is employed by another Woman, and fhe docs
not know me neither; and I have fent you a Guinea Fee
by her, and pray let me know if you can cure me; and
dirett me what I muft do, for I am fometimes at my Wit’s
End that I thould be fo luﬁfu] and foolith, and wicked,

as to bring myfelf into this fad Conditipn; and my Huf-
! 113 b;.ml
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band knows nothing of the Caufe of it, but knows T am
not as I fhould be. 1 muft defire you, Sir, to fend me
back this Le h,u.r, with }{:n.r Anfwer, and feal them up
fufe, and the Woman fhall call at the Bookfeller’s for it
on Vedne[day | "vIcumfw next, without fail ; and you will

oblige,
« § IR,
¢ Your moft diftreffed

¢¢ unknown humble Servant,
Jeb, 12

“ 4, 9F

I fent this Gentlewoman fome Medicines feveral T'imes,
and received divers Letters from her, and among them
the following.

S TS 23 A TA S BA A 8 AR A s A 0 S A A s AR
To the Author of O N AN ITA.

§IR,

Received your Letter of March -the 11th, and the Mes

dicines you ordered me, and have here fent you Half 4
Guinea Fee.  You ordered me to take a Tea-[poonful in five
or fix Spoonfuls of White-wine, drinking a Glafs of Spaw
Woater afier it, and to take it Night and Morning, drink-
ing a Ilask @ Day, the Time férfs Viol lafled, “but was
ol ffﬂ'nf to take two Tea-fpoonfuls at a Time, and that did
but juft keep me laxative. This Viol lofled me abour a
Forinight 3 I then began with the fmall one, taking twenty-
five IJrsfps in W hite-wine, and Spring-water a Quarter Ef ;
a Pint, taling it at elevenn in the Morning and four in the
zz’trma:u, leaving the Spaw Water quite off. Both thefe

edicines agreed very well with me; [ was not out ?"
Order till Monday before Eafter; it was feven Wecks the
Yriday before fince I was out of Order : I had them about
fonr Eﬁﬂ 3 they were wot a clear Coloury nor were they fo

Uik
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black as fometimes they are. On Wednefday in Eifter
Week I began with the I]}je&iﬂn, which I ufed as ufual ;
there came away with it little Pieces of Skin and “felly, buk
not near [o much as ufed to come from me. This Day Fort-
night my Drops were out 3 I bad them this Day Sevennioht :
I had them fix or [even Days; it was but twa or three Days
above a Month fince I was fo before ; they are of a clearer
Colour than before. I have omitted writing to you till 1
could fend this Fee, being very fenfible of the Trouble I have
given in writing [o many Letters. 1 believe it had been et-
ter for me bad 1 [een you, but could never think of it withoub
a very great Uneafinefs to me. I fhould not think much of
the Expence bad I enough te go on with it, [ﬁ*r I can deny
myfelf any Thing in Hopes of having Health againy and
have done it to the uttermsft of my Power ; and am wery
thankful to ALMmicuTy Gop, whe has given a Bleffing ta
your Medicines, and return you Abundance of Thanks for
your great Care of me, and fhall ever think wyfclf bound to
pray for you 5 for I believe I bad continued in this wicked
Prafiice as Img as I bad lived, bad I not read your excel-
lent Book of ONANIA. I have a great deal of Pleafure in
the A, but cannot tell if I have [o much as other [Vomen
have 3 and great Inclination to it fometimes, which caufes @
little bearing down of the IWamb, and the Learing dywn of
the Womb for a Day or two when I am firf! out of Order.
1 hope my Womb is not fo flippery as it was, and hape I fiall
gather Strength every Day, and then believe I [ball be bet-
ters but I think I keep the Seed after Coition longer than I
ufed to do. The Perfon I employ in this Matter is almoft
ready to lye-in; as foon as pleafe God fbe is up again you fhall
bear from me again.  Pray let me have a Line from you To-
morrow Morning, and you will very much oblige

April 29, Thurfday Your moft afflited
Morning, Eight ‘
¢ 'Clock, Humble Servant,

42

T



To the Author ¢f ONANIA.
SIR,

¢ T Think I had rather dt than make my Cale known ;
4 but, as we cannot do that when we would, I muft
now make my Complaint to you, in Hopes of Re-
hief. Seme Time fince I had a very great Inclination to
be married, and was, ESIﬂ]UM;‘-}hT, very near it but, as
my eruﬂn was fmall, and the Offers I met with not
very *luﬂl’t*ll‘lﬂfj’ my Friends would not confent to any
of them ; tbough it would have been beiter for me; for
my Defire, erC" Tumw courted {fome Time, grew very
ftrong, and I could not }"ch"n, in fome Mealure, cnfrmaf -
ng it E v*'l"lr. b Gob forgive me ! that being, I think, my
G.ﬂ} Fault. I neverufed any Thing but my “own Hands.
I have now ‘1_-;11 under the Phyiicians Hands this Half-
year, though nev cr the better, I think worfe : Indeed 1
never could t iem my Cafe, norcould I to you, were
Ito LL;L it. 1 if,, many Years have had very weak
I‘Tc“* es, and a good de eal of the Rhbeumatifm 5 if 1 lean on
Elbows, or ufe any Strength with my II.mda, they are
tnf:n benumbed, and my i 1!“"'LTS will catch, and draw ‘up,
like the Cramp ; my Stomach feems outwardly fwelled,
d I have a racking Pain in it, which often makes me
feel as if I thould choak, and appears to me as if I were
inwardly fore from m Fl.mat to my Navel. T have alfo
2 rac +\-+I‘|U' Pain in my{";"fk, between my Loins and under
my Shoulders ; if I offer to pull myfelf up, all my Bones

will {nzp, you may hear them if you ft ud h me. If at .

"

any Time I turn my Head a one Side, or {ﬁa,r to talk
meuch, it hurts me mightily : The Hollow of my Stomach,

and under my Shoulders, feems inwardly fwelled, :mdfu”
of Pain : My }mmf:. are feldom warm, and the Bunes of
my Infteps by Night feem much fwelled, and full of Pain :
W heaever 111 n::*en, | awake with'a great Numbnels in my
Aras qm., if [ happen to lie on my Back, with 2 a preat
alll
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Pain in my Heels, If at any Time I lean on my Elhows,

they then will be much nuinbed, and my Sides {1} of Pain,

that I can hardiy fic upright : if I ofier to walk. T am

ready to die with 2 TNumbnefs in my Loins, and Pain in

my otomach andniddlé of my Back : My Shouldcrsfome-

times feel as if they were ftuck full of Pins ; it realiy huits

e to put my Hands to my Head, fe that I fancy i have

ftrained fomething within me. After [ have had the Pain

all the Day, towards Night [zl into prodigious Flulliings

in my Face, which makes a thoufand Pulfes in'my Head,

and almoft blinds me, it fo weakens my Eyes. In a Morn-

ing I-awake very dry and my Tongue very white ; and

have a greatinward Heat and Drought, and am apt to

vomit and be very giddy, and often” fubjet to have fick

Fits ; but my Pain in my Body is fo great, that Idonot
wonder at that : I dread an Ulcer in the Won b or Kid-

nies, for I am, I think, always upon the Rack. Nothing
ever comes difccioured from me, only my Wateris gene«
rally very thick and high-coloured, when igfftands fome
Time is like Curds and Whey, or elfe a Cloud in it. If
you think you can help me, let me know by a Line ; but
be lure you feal it up, this Friend not knowing what is

the Matter with me, and very likely may fend her Maid

to you. I Jive forty Miles off the Perfon I fend, fo it

will be fome Time before I can have your Letter. Ifyou"
think the Strengthening Drops I have bought of the Book-

feller proper forme, fend me Word what [ fhall take them

in, and if any particular Food be good for me : I am apt

to be very coftive, and whenever I go to Stools, it firains

my richt Eye as if it would blind me.,

¢ If T had been fo happy to read your Book before, I
had never done this 5 but did not think it fe great a Sin : I
am fure I fhall never fall into it aeain, I fo much abhorit,
I could not venture to take the Bottle of Drops without
ﬁur Advice ; tho’ at prefent T am Miftrefs of very little

oney ; however. I have here fent you a Guinea : If I'can
recover thic creat Diforder, I fhall foon haveitinmy Power
to oblige my Fricnds ; and aflure yourfelf, if 1 find Benefit
by whar you crder me to do, you then fhall hear of me.
I am where I cannot take much 'Things, and without I

focn find Benchr, [ fhall have very little Courage. .t
: &

%
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¢ T fear you will hardly have Patience to read all thig}
but could not tell you my Caft exaltly in lefs Words,

¢ Direct your Letter for Mary §——, when I fhalt
haveit fafe ; as foon as I have it I will let you know.,

¢ Thavethe Bottle of Strengthening Drops, which 1
gave Half a Guinea for ; fend me Word if I thould keep
them cool.

¢¢ Your Humble Servant,
Aprl 22, “ M. 8.

¢ Tam apt to think I have a zood deal of the Cho-
- Ii'l:..,,

I ordered this Gentlewoman to take the Strengthening
Tincture, and Viols of the Refloring Drink, and to gp
down to the Barh ; which fhe did with good Succefs, and
was cured.

EELEELE SREHREBLL EL SRS

To the Author of the ONANIA.

S IR, Nov. 14, 1730.

¢ T AM a young Woman, that have been in a Surprize
near this T'welve-month, notknowing what was the
Matter, tll reading the Néws, found therein an Ad-
vertifement of a Book, which I bought, and found great
Part of my Diftemper defcribed, and accordingly fent
for a Dottle of the Tindture; and finding that do me
good, I tock a fecond, which has reftored my Nerves
and Spirits almoft as good as ever, but has flung it more
upon
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apon a certain Part, which makes me very uneafy, and
indeed frightens me very much ; forifI had ever had any

rivate Converfation with 2 Man, I fhould think it the
%ﬂﬂl Diftemper ; but I do aflure youI never bad : I am
as well for a Fortnight or three Weeks after a certain
Time, as everI was in my Life; and I was flill in Hopes
it would have gone away, but its quite the reverfey for 1
am worfe, and would willingly take your other Medi-
cines, if you think it proper to leave a Line at the Shop,
with your Advice fealed up with them, ifI may take them
fafe, and you will for ever oblige

¢ Your Servant,
““ Mary Sm-—.

¢« JWILL fend the Beginning of the Week, and the
Meflenger fhall bring the Fdonvzy.

cc BEC&USE the Pﬂﬂ' will not bllﬂg: the Mgne}r’ or
I had fent a Month fooner. I beg your Paidon, Sir, for
going fo far.

¢« SIR, your Book fpeaks of Swellingsin the Part,
but I have none, only fore and uncafy, and that abouta
Week orten Days before the Time : And now I have
fent you, Sir all the Account I can give, and am in Hopes
to find Relief.”

ANOTH ER Fault that has been found with the”
Onania, is the firi&t Severity with which it forbids
SELF-PorLuTION at all Times, without Exception, or
the leaft Indulgence on any Emergency whatever, Thofe
who endeavour to extenuate the Sin of Onan pretend, that
Mafturbation may be allowed of, whenperformed without
luftful Imaginations, and fometimes become neceffary for.
the Sake of Health : They will have it, that, for the wang
of Evacuation, the Sesd corrupts, or at leaft that, by its
returning through the Spermatic Veins, it fills the Mafs of
Blood with noxious Particles, that maybe the Occafion of,
feveral Diftempers, I had a Letter fent me, wherein this
Opinion is firenuoufly maintained and confirmed by Quo-*
tasions of feveral Authors of great Repute, But asit
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feemed to me, that thofe Arguments were only alledoed to
puzzle the Canfe, and oblige me to give it under my
Hand, that Maffurbation was not only an indifferent Ac-
tion, but likewiie that, in many Cafes, it might become
neceffary, I wrote an Anfwer, to it, in which I referred to
another Anfwer, where I had made it appear, that in vi-
gorous People, who only could make this Plea, Nocturnal
PorruTions would anlwer all the Occeafions for Evacua-
tion that could be required. The Letter was figned Pj;.
lalethes, and was in all the Editions from the 7th to the
16th, andis now in the aforegoing 17th of the OnaNIA,
beginning at Paze 1oo, and the Anfwer following it, both
‘which 1 refer the Reader to,

AT'TER that, I received another Letter on the fame
Subject, and I own that I have heard feveral make the
fame Objcllions fince, Iam well aflured, that if once it
#s taken for granted, th-* Msfurbationis no Sin, if com-
mitted for Health’s Sake. t will be a vait Inlet to Wicked-
nefs, and be perpetually made a Handle of by luftful Peo-
ple, to indulge themfelves intheir Uncleannefs, and juftify
zn abominable Pratice, which they know that they are
only prompted to by their own lafcivious Inclinations. To
prevent this, I defirethe Reader carefully to weigh what I
have faid on thisHead, in all the former Editions from the
<th, and now azain in Page g4 of the aforegoing 18th
rdition of the OnaNtA, viz. Butlet us fuppofe a Man
weally lalouring under fueh a Reiention, and aétually uf-
fering tle il Confequences of ity as Dimnefs of Sight, Fer-
tigo, Dulnefs, and Melancholy, and whofe Circumflances
¢t the World hinder him lawfully to converfe with a I«
anaiiy I cannot fee why he fhould not look upen this in the

anie Manner as he would upon any other Affliéiion fent him
by the Hand of God, either for Tryal or Chaftifement, Let
him apply birafelf to a flilful Phyfician r?gm’ I can affure
hiniy that there never was a Diflemper, producedin a  Bady
e:berivife bealthy, a Semine diutius retento that was nof,
er migit noty have been eafily cured by Diet and Exercife,
and perbaps a Bleeding. 1 write to Chriflians, and Juch
as value their eternal Welfare beyond all other Confideya-
tions, - Should a Adan pamper bis Body, and indulge him-
el in Slotlrand  Idienofs, when be #s complaining of Ail-
i nenls
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ments of Repletion, beavould be the Caufe of bis ewn Diforder
bimfelf.  If a Man is fincere in bis }(’.f:f.r;giw, warld he not
vather abflain from rich Meats, and firong Nowrifbment,
and by hard Labour and Fafling, mortify bhis Flefh, than
wilfully offend God to obtain the fame Ends ?

T O prevent this plaufible Plea, of the Seed’s Reten-
tion, from doing any further Mifchief to Chaftity, I fhall
fet down a curious Piece, concerning the Return of the
Seed into the Blood, which a Gentleman, a Stranger,
has bzen fo obliging, as to refer me to, by a Letter from
the Country to the Bookf{eller.

e e e

To Mr. C. CorBETT, Bookfeller, ofpofite St,
Dunftan’s Church, Fleet-Street,

S IR,

o Bfervingin thePapers an Advertifement about your

AuTHoRr’s Book, under the Tittle of Onania,
I remembered there was fomething in the Ai%a Lipfienfia
very proper to his Purpole. It is Sckmeideri Obfervationes
de Semine Regreffu ad Maffam Sanguineam. He will find
itinTom. V. Supplementorum ad Afta Eruditorum que
Lipfie publicantur in 4t0. Lipf. 1713. Page 408. 1If he
thinks proper he may inlert it either as it is in the Latin,
or will tran{late it as he fees fit. If this is too late, or
known before, there is nothing loft but the Trouble of
his reading this, and no mare need be faid,

¢ [rom your unknown

¢ Friend and Scrivand.

Kk THE
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T HE Latin Original, as referred to in the above Let-

ter, I found in the faid /i’é?a Lipfienfia, as mentioned, and
which ] tranflated, and is as follows, wviz.
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The OZ_'/E?‘ vation of L. Salomon Sckmeider,

concerning the Seed’s Return into the Mafs of
B!@Jd.

4 S fometimes I have been meditating on various na-

tural Subjects, the human Bﬂd}?, the wonderful
Structure of it, its Motion, Humours, & I thought,
that, among other T hings, the Genmital Liguid well “de-
ferved to be more nazrou]y inquired into. And the exa-
mining into the Nature, the conftitutive Parts, the Vef-
fels, Receptacles, and Sccretion of it, has brought to my
Mind fome Thines conce inmglfs Motion ; not thatwhich
18 cjaculatory, and excited in Coitu, or b}r another flthy
Titillation ; nor yet its own private or inteftine Motion,
which, that it muft have, we are pretty fure of, from the
Ipirituous and fulphureous Particles it abounds with ; but
the Motion I mean, is a progreflive one, from its Recep-
tacles back again into the Mafs of Blood : And feveral
Things have induced me that I fhallbelieve and aflert, that
there really is fuch a Motion, fo long till the contrary
fhall plainly and evidently be demonftrated to me. To
get fome Light into this Matter, I perufed Abundance of
ﬂv‘-hmﬁ, both Antient and Mudern, Philological as well
as Anatomical, butto little or no Purpofe, for I have been
able to find ]mL. or nothing in any of them, concerning
ﬂ‘lhpl‘ﬂ”tﬁﬁnﬂ or c:muiatﬁr} Motion, except in Hippo -
erates, in his Book de Genisura. 'The Words from which
it may be gathered that Hippocrates, was of this Opinion,
p. thg Latin from him, are thefe Words: Nam fimul ac
Genitals
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Genitale Samen oritur Care & extrema Cuticula rarior eva-
dit, venule que magis quam antea aperiuntur. Et Paulo
poft: Qui vers atate adhuc puerili Eunuchi exifiunt eam
oh caufam neque in Pube, neque in meats pilas habent la-
vefgue toti funt, quod, cum nondum via Gemiture falia fit
nufquam rarefcit fumma Superficici, nam quemadmsdum
pauls ante me difium ef? interceptay ¢ff Geniture via. In
Englifh thele : For, as foon as there is Seed made, the Flzfb
and outward Skin Lecome more porous, and the iittle Veins
are more opened than they were before. And a little after
he fays:  But thafe who are yet in their Childbosd, or elfe
Eunuchs, have, for that Reafin, no Hair ether on the
Pubes or Chin, and are all over fmooth, becaufe ns Paffage
being yet made for the Seed, the outward Superficies is no
where rarefied 5 for, as I faid a little before, the Pafjage
of the Seed is flspped up.

¢ From thefe Words I think it is evident, that Hip-
poerates has made mention of this Progrefs of the Sesdinto
the Blood and Body ; whilft he aflerts, that, by this fame
Seed the Fleth and outward Skin are rarefied, that the
Beard and Hair on the Pubes might come through, becaufe
then there is a Paflage made for the Seed, which before the
Years of Puberty, and in Eunuchs, is yet ftopped up.
Rolfinchjuft hints atit, and, at the fame Time, denies the
Circulation of the Seed, as will appear from his Words :
The oflentatious Name, {ays he, of Circulation gives no
reft to the Curisus. The Seed [cems nst to civculate either
within ar out %‘ the Tefiicles.  The Vigour which the Tefti-
cles add to the Body, ought not ts be afcribed to their Bulk,
but to their Power, Yet I will not deny, but that [ome Se-
minal Atoms may be mixed with the Blood from the Remain-
der c)rf what ferves for the Nutrition of the Tefticles, and
which is recerved back in the Veins. That thele Words
intimate 2 Regrefs of the Sesd into the Blood is undeni-
able; but they are not flrong enough, and a few Atoms
are not fufficient, to procure the Body Mettle, and add
Strength and Vigour to it; and it muft not be a fmall
Quantity of them that would be able to have that Effe&t,
Tauvry, fpeaking of the Ufe of the Seed, inregard to ths

Bedy it is made in, and confidering it on Account of
' : the
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tT“F' vifible Effe&ts it has ®pon the Body, tomes, without
doubt, into the (; pinion of its circulatory Motion. I thall
tranicribe the Pallage intire; it is worth reading; and
runs thus :  No-body doubts, but that we owe our Oﬂgm to
fﬁa Seed, and that, whil Jfr 1t regenerates ud in other Be-
tngs very like ou J{fﬂﬁ, it renders us as it were immor-
tal: But it is move &g}"j‘?ﬁﬂk to trace and know the Ufe it is
of to the Subject atfelf in avbich it is produced. et we fee
that it gives us a certain Degree of Perfellion, Strength,
and Vigour 5 becanfe Eunuchs, Women, and thofe who, by
exceffive Venery, are enervated, ave, like Children, daf-
tardly and mfpw fu‘? for the ﬁrma Reafon it produces a
Beard, and makes the Voice of a decper Sound : And as
Eafff{:am a Eunuch aad a Man, there is no other Difference
than what relates to the ‘Production of this ngmrf, 1t 15 Very
prebable fﬁ.—;f this fame Liguid, returning into the Mafs of

Blosd, is the Cmrj of fi:cgﬁ, remariable E ﬁﬂs.

¢ THESE are the words and Arguments of that Au-
ther, to which I {fhall add my own Reafons, to confirm
this Opinion. The firft and weightieft, is the Smallnefs
of the Seminal Bags, and the continual and daily Affux
into them, T'hat they are fmall we are convinced of by
our Eyes ; for tne; are not three Inches in Length, and
hardly one Inch in Preadth and Thicknefs, thﬂu-':rh onone
Side they are commonly {fomewhat bigger than they are
on the other. Now, let any one well confider the fmall-
nefs of thefe Veflels, and the daily Influx of Seed into
them, which No-body can den}r, unlefls he denies like-
W ~f{>,__ awainft all Reafon and Experience, the Circulation
of the Blood, the undoubted Caule of the fecretion of all
Humours in the Body, good or bad : Now let, 1fay, any
one well confider the continual Applaufe of Seed, and the
{fmallnefs of thele Seminal Bags, that are no Ways capa-
ble of receiving and containing only fuch a Quantity of
Seed as muft be made in feven or cight Weeks (I will fay
nothing of many Years) and fo long till a Man lawfully
!:h]]ﬂb]. s with a Woman., As thefe things then are in-
confiftent together, fo it is requifite that the Seed goes

off again to the Mafs of Blood, or the Body, for the
" already

-
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already named Reafons by Zauvry, and others yet to be
alledged. The Change likewife that is obferved in the
Temperament of the Body after Caftration, helps plainly
to prove this progreflive Motion of the Seed. For it is
manifeft that Animals, after their Tefticles arc taken away
grow fatter, are more languid, and lefs courageous. It is
among other Things, likewile to be minded, that in Zu-
nuchs, the Hairs of the Beard and Privities do not fall off
before Caftration ; and that if in the Beard, or other
Parts, they are not comeout, yet they never will as they
are obferved to do in thofe that are not caftrated, The
Privation of Virility likewife changes the Voice, which
becomes more fharp afterit. Itis reported of Stags thae
are fit for Copulation, that if, immediately after the {hed-
ding of their Horns, that fall off every Year, they are
deprived of their Virility, no new Horns will ever grow
again, This Motion of the Seed is moreaver proved from
the rank fmell and Talte of fome Brute Bealls, and the
Flefh of them, as alfo the ftated Periods on which their
Defire of Copulation returns.  What becomes of all the
Seed 2 Where is it hid when thofe Animals do not couple
with their Females? To fay then that no Secretion of
Seedis made, is fpeaking againft all Reafon and Experience.
"There are the Organs fet apart for that Secretion, which,
according to the Laws of Nature, are ever employed in
their Office, There is the Matter, wiz. the Arterial
Blood, from which the Seed is feparated. Experience
teaches us likewife the Prefence of the Seed in Animals at
all Times. Difle¢t an Animal when you pleafe, the Ssed
Bags will ever appear turgid with recent Séed. I believe
moreover, that if the Seed did not circulate in the Body,
it would be utterly impoffible for unmarried Men to ab-
ftain from Fuornication, by Realon of the ever-growing
Quantity of Seed, and the continual pricking that it would
give to abominable Luft, not to fpeak of the various and
moft dangerous Difeafes fuch an Abundance of Seed would

produce, if the Quantity of it could no Way be leflened

but by Matrimony. But God, who abominates Jmpu-
rity, has, in his Word, feverely forbid Fernication, which
he would not have done, if Men had been left deflitute
of the Means to avoid it. If we fay otherwils, we muit

- believe
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believe God to be the Author of Sin, which is Blafphe-
my. What is to be faid of the Chaftity of the Patri-
archs, and other holy Men? Was there in them not like-
wife a Circulation of the Seed? Very probably there
was. In their Podies was a perpetual Circulation of the
Elood, and a continual Secretion of Seed :  They had the
fame Parts and Organs, and yet felt no diforderly De-
fires from them: They lived a holy Life, and were con-
tented with a fpare and fimple Diet, as is witnefled of
them in Holy Writ, In the fame Manner Men might
live chaitely now, if they would but do their Duty,
and what the Word of God commands them, The
Seed, according to the Laws prefcribed to if, cannot ex-
cite Men to commit fuch Sins; the fame Quantity as
goes from the Blood to the Seed Bags, returns and goes
from them into the Blood again. But it is true, that a
Man may fpoil and difturb this Motion of the Seed by
Excefles in Diet, and various Meats and Liquors, that
either augment the Quantity of Seed toco much, or render
it fharp, or elfe obftruct the Veflels, and {o caufe a Stag-
nation and Corruption of the Seed; fo that afterwards
it is no wonder that very often diforderly Motions, evil
Concupifcences, and from thence various Sorts of Dif-
eales, are produced. And it feems not improbable, that
a Stagnation of the Seed, occafioned by Obftruélion, and
an Acrimony contracled from thence, ought fometimes
to be reckoned among the morbific Caufes of a Furor
Uterinus, Priapifmy, and Satyriafis.  This is evident
from what is often obferved in Women troubled with
the Furor Uterinus, viz. that upon rubbing the Pudenda
with AMusk or Ambergreafe, or giving them Glifters of
the fame Nature, great Quantities of Spermatic Matter
are difcharged, with immediate Relief of the Patient.
From what has been hitherto faid, I think it is manifeft,
that the Seed, from its Veflels, returns into the Blood,
and from that again into them: But where is the Paf-
fage through which it is carried? This, I confefs, we know
little of ; but then, our Want of Knowledge is no Reafon
we fhould deny that there is fuch a Paffage. Our Igno-
rance and Difidence cannot take away the Truth and
Reality of T'hings, Tell me, pray, which Way is it, that
often from an Lmpyema 1{1 the Thorax, an Lmpofthume

hig,
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hid in the Abdemen, or an fnﬂammmmﬂ of the Plura,
Lungs, &c. the purulent Matter is carried to the urina-
ry Paﬂ'aoes, the Guts, or the Mouth? We fee, that in a
Pleurify, the Matter is moft commonl dlﬁ:harwad at the
Muuth, but then at other Times we gnd likewife that it
is brought away with the Urine and Excrements. Nay
what is {till more to be admired, feveral hard Subftances
that had been {wallowed, as PIns, &e. have, through
the urinary Paflages, been bmught away with the Urine ;
as we have had feveral Examples, attelted by Perfons of
Worth and Credit. Mifcell. N. C. 4. 12. D, 10. 111.
P. m. 4. and A&. Eruditer. Menf. Auguff. Anni
MDCCXIL P. M. 347. Which way could thefe Things
get to the urinary Veflels? That the Blood carried them
with it through the Arteries, Veins, and capillary Ve(-
fels, is very difficult to conceive. Let any one who un-
derftands Anatomy weigh and confider the curious Pro-

refs, and many crooked Windinﬂs, the Chyle from the

tomach is forced to make to get into the Blood: Let
him confider moreover the various Windings, and capilla-
ry Veflels, through which the Blood circulates, and com-
pare to it thefe hard Subftances, and then judge whether
they can as cafily be carried to the fecretory Organs of the
Urine, and with the {ame Facility be feparatf:d from the
B]r:-od as the Urine is, without wounding the Veflels.
The above-mentioned Tawry is of Opinion, that the
Seed, through the Pores of the Veins, goes back into the
Mafs of Blood, which Regrefs he conccives to be made
in this Manner. The Seed, fays he, included within its
Veflels, ferments, and, by continuing there, gets aCon-
{ticution it was not endut:d with before, wiz. it acquires
more Motion, and is more f{ubtilized, fo that returning
into the Mafs of Blood, it there bnnga forth thofe Al-
terations, which it could not have produced unlefs it had
been retified and exalted in the Seminal Veflels,. When
thefe Veflels are once filled, and more Seminal Matter
comes to them, that which is contained in them is forced
by Decrees to go off into the Pores of the Veins, and cir-
culating with the Blood, by its glutineus Q.n!it}r, in a
Manner involves and w:th holds the Spirits, and himders:
the Diflipation of them. This is the Reafon that when'

in the Veneral A&, great Quantities of this oily Sub~
L1l ftance.:
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f1ance, at often repeated Times, are exhaufted, the Spirits
{ly away, and from this Principle arifes the Debility of
thofe that are deflitute of this Liquid. Monficur Bayle,
whom I have guoted before, is of the fame Opinion. As
to myfelf, I belicve that the Seed, being attenuated and
fubtilized inthe Tefticles and Seminal Vefiels, returns by
the lymphatic Veflels, which, together with the Vafa de-
ferentia, afcend into the Abdomen, and there difcharge
thcir Lympha in the chyliferous Veflels, and that after this
Manner it is carried again into the Chyle and Blood, to
the great ufe of the whole Body. I heartily wifh, that
the moft fkiliul Anatomifts, and philologic Writers of the
createft Penctration, would further inquire into this Af-
fair, the cicar Knowledge of which would be of immenfe
Utility. What has been faid concerning this Matter here
fhall {uffice; the candid Reader, I hope, will take it in
good Part, friendly defuing him, if he knows any Thing
better, he would amend this, and communicate it to the
Public. TFor why fhould I (to end with the Words of
Leorlingius, in Praf. Obf. Sacr. pap. 1.) refufe te fubmit
what ] fay to the Judgment of the Learned, when I ex-
amine the Sentiments of learned Men myfelf, and freely
give my Opinion of them? This I know, that I fhall
always think it an Honour, as well as Advantage, to be
a2dmonifhed and taught by Men verfed in this Sort of Stu-
dies 3 but the raw Tudoment of the icnorant (which often.
prevails now-a-days) I fhall contemn without fear : for
in our Age we fee the fame Thing which formerly Ana-
sharfis wondered at ainong the Greeks : That Ariificers
firuggled togither for the Prize, and were judged by thofe
gho were ns Artificers.”

FROM thefe Oblervations of Sckmezder it is evident,
how much Strefs ought to be laid on the Arguments built
-upon the Seed’s returning into the Mafs of Bloed : But to
thofe who complain of too much Vigour, and are defti-
tute of nofturnal Emiflions, I muft once mere recommend
what I prelcribed before, viz. Hard Exercife, and a fpare
Dot : Thofe who would have Helps from the Materia
Medica, muft be content with fuch Recipe's as againft ple-
thoric Habits, and exceflive Repletions, are to be met with
in phyfical Aughors, or elfg confult a Phylician. The Re-

medies.
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medies which my Adverfary names are the followinz, and
which they may try if they have Faith enough : Tzke
Seeds of Rue and Chafte Tree, Raots of Water-flag, of =ach
a Dram ; Lettuce Leeds two Drams and a half 5 dried Mint
three Drams ; Loaf Suzar one Ounce, make a Powder,
mix ; a Dram whereof let be given in thin White-wine,
two Hours before Dinner, for fome Days together. Ok
elfe Fuice of Lemons, with 8pirit of Turpentinz and Cam-
phir. He recommends likewife Emzlfions made of Hemp-
Jeedsy Chafte Tree Seeds, Melm Seeds, and Pappy Seed:,
whereto may be added Camphir, Spirit of Vitrisl, a few
Drops of it in any Liquor ; or, which isbetter, fays he,
Crude Nitre.

THESE, and Hundred of other Prefcriptions to the
fame Purpofe, may be found among Praftitioners ; but of
the vigorous Men, who might really ftand in need of
them, I am certain, that not one in fifty would have re-
courle te fuch Medicines : But I dare promife likewife to
all who will be fincere in this Matter, and make ufe of
the two Things I named, Exercife and low Diet, that
not one in 2 I houfand will ever be afflited with any Di-
ftemper occafioned by a Redundency of Secd.

AS to the Recipe’s of fome Medicines, which many,
who know no better, have laid a great Strefs uron, on
finding them ftand recommended in phyfical Books, itis
too notorioufly known, they have often done more hurt
than good ; whether from the Difingenuity of the Prefcri~
bers, or Ignorance of thofe whe have zpplied them, or
their miftzking the Cafe they have been faid to be good
for, I will not fay ; but we are too well fatisfied, that at
the beft, no Dependance can be made on mzany regular
Prelcriptions in fome Books commended, much lefs on the
bare promifcuous Nemination of Ingredients, where nei-
ther the Quantities, npor Qualities, Compofitions, Time,
nor Manner of giving them, are in the lezft taken Notice
of: This is what my Adverfary has done, in the laft-
mentioned Things, out of mere Kindnefs, for the Benefit
of his Readers, as he would have them to believe; but I
appeal to all judicious Phyficians, whether it be not the
moft yncertain, unintelli iblle Way of preferibing, aLnd

2 wiaat
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what can in no-wife, in the Way they are mentioned,
ftand the Patients in any Manner of Stead. All People
know, or fhould, that the moft prudent Care pofhible
ought to be taken in the compounding and adminiftering
of Remedies, even of thofe for external as well as internal
Ufe, and cven by Men of the beft fkill and Probity ; for
fo different are their Principles, andfo various their Ope-
rations and EffeCls, that the moft [alubrious Ingredients,
af not well prepared, and exactly dofed, orare ignorantly
put together, may prove, upon Application, to be of the
moft pernicious Confequences, more efpecially if regard
be not had to the Difference of Conftitutions, Ages, .
We have upon Record what Mifchief was done by the
Ufe of an Injection only, prepared by a Quack for a mar-
ried teeming Woman, who had a Gonorrbea, the Receipt
of which he took, as iu: owned, from a phyfical Author :
It indeed ftopped the Gonorrhea, but deftroyed, not only
all future Conception in the Woman, but abfolutely ex-
tinouifhed, for ever after, all Manner of Inclination to,
or Defire after, Venery, nay, caufed her to abhor the
Thoughts of Coition, and fpurn at her Hufband’s attemp-
ting any Thing with her of that Kind, to both their Dif-
rfuietudes all their, Lives after. Andif Medicines, ufed
1n fuch a Manner, have had thofe fevere Effets on fome,
and been fatal to others, what may we apprehend from
thofe which are commonly given at the Mouth, when
Perfons, altogether iznorant of the Praftice of Phyfick,
thallundertake the Preparation and Adminiftration of them?
I knew mylelt a Tumour, or Swelling of one of the Te/~
#:¢les, in a young Gentleman, which might eafily have
been difcuflfed and reduced by proper Means, at firft (it
nappening by the Reourgitation, or precipitate Return of
the Seed, onits being ftopped by a Surprize, as he was
in the A& of polinting himfelf, and heightened by the
“{Tillation to the pointof Kjaculation) brought to beas
hard as a Board, and bigger than one’s two Fills, to the
ptter Extinction of his Fertility for ever, by the improper
Applications of an ignorant Fellow.

I SHALL make no other Apology for printing fome
ather Letters that have been fent me. I have faid enough
¢a that already 5 and I am fatisfied, that a great many of

' mny
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my Readers will be glad to perule them, and moft of thofe
who wrote them not difpleafed to fee them inferted ; to
prove which latter, the firft fhall ferve me for an Argu-
ment and an Example.

CotededetetisYs FeRefofe e hetiotolsielofaloTeRe.
To the Author of ONANI A,

S IR, Cicefter.

F you continue your Thoughts of reprinting the Sup-
plement to the Book ONANiA, and if the Merit of
this Letter can contribute in the leaft to the dreadful Ap-
pearance of this odious Sin, I fhould be obliged to you,
good Sir, to let it find Place in your next Edition.

IR, I am a Divine, and very nearly allied to the Gen-
tleman that fent you the Letter figned 7. B. and though
I feem to favour what you have been a little too hard up-
on in my Opinion, yet I muft own, your Goodnefs ought
to be acknowledged by at leaft all poor Sufferers by this
abominable Pradtice of SELF-PoLLuTion, Notwith-
ftanding I am confcious of my Crime, I cannot be per-
fuaded, that after any Paflage has been made of the Seed
through the Penis, either by SeLr-PoLLuTION, or the
carnal Ufe of 2 Woman, that no&turnal Pollution is as
natural as it is for the Seed to grow : For Inftance ; Was
the Bladder to be tied up, till by Fullnefs, or ftirring, it
-made its Way, would not the Water, and doth it not,
vent itfelf as often as full, or has occalion? Nor do I
believe it any Crime, any more than the firft that made
the Way, nor hurtful to the Body, except very frequent
or oftener than at the Seafons of the Moon, which, in
my Opinion, is rather a Releale and Refrefhment to the
Body than a Hurt,

AS to SELF-PoLLuTiON, I was very eafily perfuaded
to the Guilt of it; your Book did no more than confirm

my



f 262 1

my Doubts, which were not great encuch to confirm
any Reflolution, notwithftanding the ill Confequence that
attended it as te my Body, had given me to think it not
fo natural as ufing the Seed in the Way it was defigned
for, which had made me almoft abandon the Practice,
but not Leiore I had very much abufed myfelf with it, and
I believe fhould a great deal more, had not Ireflected on
the Manner of doing itin private, which gave me Sufpi-
cion (though I was very young) of the Uncleannefs of it,
and the Indecency of alting it, vwhich was all 1 could
imagine might be meant in Scripture of SELF-PoLrLu-
TION, by the Name of Uzcdleannefi; but then again I
was not fatisfied there wzs any fuch Thing practifed in
thofe Days : As to tihe Text you quote of Oran, I never
could look on that but as his Difobedience to God.

S O as this was a little Pleafure to me, I ufed to prac-
tife it as I found my Body would bear it, once a Week,
or fo, till I was fo happy as to fee your moft excellent
Thoughts on the Subject; nor was I long before I pe-
rufed it through, with a ferious Confideration on every
Page, and am as fully convinced of my Guilt, asI am
of the Hurt I have done to my Body, the Particulars of
which fhould not relate, but do afirm I really believe
thofe Cafes that have been fent you may be very true;
and, as to the other Sex, I was very well acquainted
with a young Woman that followed that deteftable Prac-
tice till fhe was wore to an Anatomy; her Skin was as
yellow as Saffron, and fo fhort breathed fhe could hardly
go, and at laft died in a moft miferable Condition, not
much unlike the young Woman you gave the Particulars
of : And the Wretch that taught me the Way to pollute
myfelf, has made himfelf a Spectacle to the World ; and
I had injured myfelf very much before I knew what I did,
but am now, I think, almoft come to my natural Con=
ftitution, and as ftrongly refolved never to be guilty any

nore of this grievous Sin of SELF-PorruTION, and, by
his intire Reformation, I do not doubt but to bring my
Yody, Ue. into a right Difpofition; I alittle doubt of fo
ight as if I never had known this wicked Sin.

AND
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AND, astoNocTurNAL PoLLuTIONS, Ibelieve
they will never hurt my Body, nor lay any Weight on
my Spirits, as knowing they are owing to Thoughts and
Dreams, which we are not Mafters of, if we are of our
Hands; as to the Method of preventing it, I cannot
comply with at all.

I AM in fo good a Way at prefent, that I want no
Advice ; but if I thould, Iwill fend a Gratification. 1
defire you would add this to the Supplement ; and if IThave
erred in any Part, I defire to be convinced, which you
may very eafily do, I having fo good an Opinion of you,
good Sir, and am your

Sincere Admirer, and

Saturday, Auguft Thankful Servant,

the 3d, 1733. » A

P, §. ALTHOUGH I have not done myfelf fo much
Damage as to want a particular Medicine, 1 could hear-
tily beg all young People would abandon that damnabls

Practice of SELF-PoLLUTION, on the Peril of lofing both
Body and Soul.

AND married Folks are the eternal Shame of this
Life, as well as the juft Punithment they may expe& in
the next. I fend this to Town by a Friend, becaufe I
would not put you to Charge. Ido not doubt, through
my Advice, moft in this Town reads this Book, and
will for ever think themfelves obliged to the Auther of
OnNanNrA.

SIR when I fee the new Edition advertifed, I think to
fend for feveral Dozens of them. '

Te
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GBI 2 ORI e SR 2
To the DocToR.

Honoured SIR,

HAV E taken four Bottles of your excellent Tinélture,
and find myfelf (bleffed be G O D) hearty and well ;
my only Grievance is now, that I have noétural Emiffions
frequently, when I happen to dream of any Obfenity (but
always find a delectable Senfation) whbhich commonly is once

or twice a Week. I am now going to take your Prolific

Powder, which 1 hope, in G O D, will finifp my Cure. I
JShall leave this with ddr. Corbett, and beg that you will
write a Line or two, to certify me of my prefent Conditian,
I will fend a young Gentlemag for it next Week.

S LR,
Yours, &

e i oy advobadadyndy nlo e adin

Gosd SIR, ~ London, Fan. 26, 1733

i I HAVE received your laft Edition of the OnANIA,
and, in the feveral Letters fent you, I read fome-

what .of my own deplorable, wretched Condition: I
hope Thoufands will have Caufe to blefs God for fo ne-
ceflary and laudable an Undertaking, wiz. the expofing
(in my Opinion) one of the moft vile and abominable
of Pradtices. As to my own Cafe, I think it fo far ex-
ceeds all that are mentioned in your Bock, that if it
might be of Service to any ong Perfon in the Tr’\‘rarltlllg ta
- eter
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deter them from fo heinous and hurtful a Sin 25 that of
SerLr-PorruTioN, I fhould be glad on that Account,
though I own, as to myfelf, Ithink my Cale remedylefs;
for Eiy Circumftances, to which my Sin has brought
me, as to the World, are fo low, that I cannot expe&
Reliet, and the Horrors of my Confcience, upon a Re-
flcttion of a Life fpent in defling myfelf this Way, 1
cannot exprefs, and in my Opinion is the Beginning of
that Worm that never dies, and thatlire that {hall never
be put out. To reprefent my Cale as fhort, and yet as
clear as I can, it is this: When I was about fourteen
Years of Age, and then at School, I was very fubje to
litten, and give great Attention to any filthy, nafly Dif-
courfe that I heard from my School-fellows ; this [ nou-
rithed and cherithed ; and tho’, to my Knowledge, I do
not remember I met with any Inftance of any I.ad guilty
of the Commiffion of the Aét, yet, ina little Time, from
frequent and vile Thoughts, I went to the Practice of this
Sin; and it is almoft incredible to think (as it is terrible
for me to write of) how often in a Day I was ouilty of
this : At this Time I muft own I had little if any Notion
of this Praétice being finful, my chiefeft Concern was,
to take Care I was not feen by any Perfons at the Time
of my committing this Fa&; and though I had a very
good Education, and religious Parents, and fo was pre-
ferved from other Vices, yet this I never heard them or
others fpeak of, at leaft in its proper or particular Name.
In the frequentPractice of this I continued while at Home,
and about 2 Year and Half after I came to London, and
was put 'Prentice to a Linnen- Draper, where I met with
(frommy Fellow-"Prentice) affiftance in this vile Pra&ice,
Some Occurrencesfalling out, I was removed from thence,
but I ftill found my Inclination ftrong to this vile Sin, not
yet imagining any Evil in it, having never read or heard
of Onan’s Sin till I faw your Book about eight or nine
Years agone, whilft I was a ’Prentice ; after I had read
it, I was under great Concern of Mind, and wanted Re-
lief of Body and Mind, but knew not how to repre-
fent my Cafe to any one. I was all this while fubjet to
Couzhs, and other Illnefles, and grew very little in Sta-
ture. I had not your Book long before Somebody in the
Family found it, but I never knew who it was, nor durft

M m L afk
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I afk after it. For fome Time I ftrove hard againft this
vile Pradtice ; Ipromifed and vowed I would not be guilty
of it, and ufed all the Means I could think of to preveut
this Sin ; but fo ftrong and violent was ‘my Pmncn[:ry ta
this Sin, that it was hard to keep from it one Weck, an
I afterwards had the Mistortune to meet with fome Per-
fons that pleaded a Neceility of Nature for this PraQice,
but after this I could not be brought to think it was no
Sin. I have made feveral Attempts to alter my Condi-
tion, and to enter into a married State, but have been
difappointed. I now write to you, goed Sir, under great
Extremity, my Body is brought very low by this vile
Pradlice; I have for a long Time had a violent Cough,
and have frequent Rfathlnﬂ‘b, though I bring up but lit-
tle ; my Head is often in Pain, as alfo my Back, and
great Weaknefs in my Limbs, my Head allo is very
cloudy, and Eyes weak and dim. I have not | ately been

uilty of this vile Prattice, but I look on this not as the
Effelt of Virtue, but rather Incapacity.  Sir, it would be
a Deed of Charity, if you might be prevailed upon to
affilt me in your Advice, as to my Body and Mind : My
Circumftances are very mean, but if ever I fhould be in a
Capacity to requite you, I fhall not be ungrateful : I muft
perifh without fome Afliftance, and I know not to whom.
to apply to in this fad and forrowtul Cale if you refufe to
help me : For the Sake of my poor Soul I entreat fome
Adx-ir:c from you, that I may not be brought to that Di-
lemma to conclude there is no Hope for me, but that I
muft perifh. Pardon my Importunities ; it proceeds from
the Senfe I have of my miferable Cafe, and that Readi-
nefs you have fhewn to relieve Perions in Diftrefs. If you
think this Account of my Cafe may be of any Service, you
have my free Confent to publith it. I am

¢ Your farrowful Petitioncr,
“ ONaAN.”
P. 8. It you will favour me with any Anfwer, dire&t

tor 4 bomas F: , and I will get a Friend to call for
it 1n a few Days,

Lor
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For the worthy Author of ONANIA. Thefe.

S I R, Feb. 11, 1732-3.

5 I H A V E taken what you fent, and find the Ope-

ration the fame as the laft, only I obferve I make
Water with much ftronger Sueam than before. Iwafthed
as you directed, and find it anfwer the Expedtation ; but
how fhall I know whether I have the Strength of Reten-
tion, without a clofe Communication with Women ?
Which I have refrained, left it might obftruct the perfect-
ing of a Cure I almotit defpaired of when I firft wrote to
you. If you pleafe tolet me know fome of the Symptoms
of a compleat Cure, you will highly oblige him that hath
a profound Refped for you,

“ Your very bumble Servant,

& 5P

P. §. Whether you think it proper to fend me any
Thmg more, or not; or whether it may be more conve-
nient to ftay longer, to fee what the Effets may be of
what I haveé taken already, I refer to your Judzment.

SERIT humb]y beg you will excufe the Tautology of
my LEtter, for at forie Times [ am not without Fears left
I fhould never be cured, which makes me fo urgent to
know what are the Signs of Reftoration,

Mm 2 SIR,
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§ I R,

¢« £ Y OTNG intoa Coffee-Houfe the other Day, znd
¥ taking up one of the News-Papers, the firft that
oFered to my View was the Advertifement of your excel-
lent Book c.ﬂled Onawia, which I read over with great
Attention, and too well knew myfelf guilty of the moft
abominable Sin you there treat of. My Curiofity did not
here end, for [ went the fame Day, and bought the Book
at Mr. t‘f.w bett’s Shop, and at Night read it thmugh with
great Circumfpeclion ; and, on thorough Confideration of
ghe many Arguments you there make Ufe of, I refolved
never to commit the Crime any more, having praclifed it
very frequently, till within this Week, for about thefe three
Years; fometimes once, other times twice or thrice a
Day, juft as my In::iuntmn {uited, not thinking it was fo
great an Offence to the Almighty, as Iam now convinced
it is ; though indeed I muft confefs, I generally had fome
“Verror on my Confcience either before or after the Act;
but that, and my corrupt Nature, admitting of a l’arlf}r
with each other, the latter generally came off the Viétor :
But now I hope God will have Mercy on me, and, with
my own Endeav ours, endue me with fufficient (:rracc to
with{tand this and all other evil Temptations for the fu-
ture ; and ]uccwm thefe Sparks of Virtue, which already
I find kindling within me, that they may become a con-
fuming Flamz to deftroy all the wicked Allurements of
Satan; which tend to nothing but Da.mnatnun.

«¢ "This accurfed Praltice was taught me when I was
between fourteen and fifteen Years of Age, by my then
Bedfellow ; before which Time I hadnot the leaft Thought
of any fuch T hing, he telling me it was as great 2 Plea-
fure as l}.?mﬂr with a Woman, which he had no fooner
mentioned, but my fenfual Appetite took the Hint, and

put
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ut itin Pradtice, my only Inducement being mere Cu-
riofity, little thinking then it would prove of fo danzeroys
a Confequence, as [ now find it has, both to Soul and
Body ; the former for certain being not (while this Sin is
followed) concomitant with any ‘Thing divine, fince the
Apoitle St. Paul fays, that the Holy Spirit will not dwell
within a polluted Mind : and as for the latter, that does
and has fufficiently fuffered (and I pray God that may be
its only Punifhment) fince my Contftitution is wholly fpoif -
ed, and my Joints enervated ; for, in the firft Place, I
am troubled with a prr;-dlnrmus Trembling all over me,
efpectally my Hands and Arms, together with Pains in my
Head, Loins, and Back, as well as aboutthole Parts that
have been moft c:}ntnhutmw to this deteftable Wicked-

efs, not omitting the almoﬁ*cmuinual Emittance of Urine
I have likewile been troubled with for thefe nine Months
paft, though but a fmall Quantity voided at a Time.

“ I SHALL always hold myfelf infinitely obliged to
you, though unknown inPerfon, and for ever acknm&lmhg
the great Service done my Soul : ButI hope you will have
fome Compaflion too on my Body, it being in the Condi-
tion I have related, by prefcribing fome more particular
Rules than fpﬂtlﬁcd in your Book for my common Diet

(fince my Circumftances will not permit the following
li_‘ur phyfical Directions) whereby I may abftain from any
hing that may be detrimental to me hereafter. ItTam
fo ha ppy to have my Requeft fulfilled as to this Point,
I beg you will be leal"ed to direct your Letter with the
initial Letters V. S. to be left at I‘s’lr. Corbett’s till called

for.

“ IF you think proper, I am very willing this, or any
Part of it, may be inferted in your next Edition of Ox -
NIA, that by this my Example others may be deterred from
the like Enormity ; which perhaps, had not I had the good
Fortune to have feen your Book, might have fuddenly
brought me to my Grave, which would have been a iad
Thing forone of my Age, having not as yetfeen cighteen

Y ears,
< PRAY
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“ PRAY, Sir, excufe this Trouble, and believe me
to Le, with much Sincerity,

« S TR,

London, ¢ Your mofl Oledient
OEpt. 2, 1730,
““ Humble Servant,

L
L

¢ Unknown

e el ey i sl At

To that ingenious and learned Gentleman
the Author of O NA N I 4.

WorTtHY SIR, London, Feb. 1, 1732-3.

“J W O Twin-Brothers, among the many of your Scholars

and Patients, make bold to trouble you with the follow-
ang Lives. It was but very lately fince we happened to fee
an Addvertifement in the datly Papers, of a Book intituled
ONaN1A, which led usto a farther Curisfity of buying
it 5 and, having diligently perufed ity are thoroughly con-
winced hotw great our Error bas been, in thinking the Sin
you fo finely treat on but an innocent Diverfion : There bas
been o mutwal a Love between us even from our Infancy,
-;;_-{;,;-JB obliged us not to kecp or canceal any Thing from each
GFIEY .

W E were about feventeen Years of Age when firfl we
pratiifed the Sinof SELF-PoLLUTION, we being now
Sull twenty 5 it came to us at firf? entirely through Nature,
not by any evil Converfation : The firfl Time we perceived
our Seed it furprized us very much, yet the uncommon Ti-
tiilation was pleafing to a great Degree < but then it grow-
g cuftomary to wsy, and our Manbood riper, we ufed 1t
more frequent, and thought it much better to quench our

lufiful
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lufiful Defires that Way, than carnally having o do with
the Female Sex ; and we belicve that was the inly Mative
toat induced ws from that Sin, and we were willing (as
we thought) of two Evils to chufe the fn;ﬂ: We have iei-
ther of us ufed it to Excefs, but are both of weakly Conft:-
tutions, except in our Manbood. IWe do verily believe, had
not your excellent Bosk been publifbed, we bad alwoays been
ignorant of the Prejudice we did our Redies as well as our
Souls, by committing that [o heinous (yet undeficned and un=
fnowing ) a Sin,

THE Occafion of our grving you this Trouble is, we are
both troubled with Jfeveral Pains and Ailments, not ufual,
and now we perceive, by many Inflances in your Book, from
whence they proceed ; we bave till now kept the Matter
fecrety, and not made any Body acquainted with 1t, qwlbich
are as follows :

I A M troubled with a vislent IWeaknefs and Parn in the
fmall of my Back, which is ta that Extrenityy that if I
J?aop gwn at any Time, I am ﬂarr:f able 1o :r":?.jﬁ’ m}ﬁff
up, and a [mall Faintnefs and IWeaknefs all over me, and
a Pain and fwelling in my Teflicles ; and ever fince ILft
off the Praétice, which is about ten or twelve Days, I am
very often troubled with, I think, NocTURNAL PoLLU-
TIONS, that is, wafling my Seed in my Slecp, efpecially
when I bave a pleafant Dream, and then when 1 rife my
Back is worfe, and then I find a Pain (though nat violent)
an my Grains,

MY Brother has a vidlent Featnefs and Pain in Lis
Groins, accompanied with large Kernels not wfual, and a

Sfufbing in bis Facey, and other fmall TWeakse/Jes.

B OT H of us are very [pareand lean, though pretty
tall, and 1 believe this Practice has been very detriznenial te
sur growing in Bignefs,

A N D, good Sir, as you have writ ysur Book for the
Good of Mankind, we defire your [peedy Anfver, w:th dd-
Vice m'mrfﬁng 1o _f-ﬂr';"r' rmf Sentiments :y'" fﬂ"fJ ﬁf' iLiy m a
Letter left at M. Corbett's for us : Qur Names muf? be

con=
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eoncealed, therefore I hope, without Offence, we may fub-
Jeribe curfelvesy though with the utmoft Sincerity,

s IR,

Your obliged,
Humble Servants,

Caftalrs and Paldsre

N. B. Whatever Medicines you preferibe us, pray eb-
ferve it muft have no Operation ‘upwards or downwards,
wor [o as ta hinder Bufine[s, or going abroad.

P. 5. It weuld oblige us to the f.a;gfle,«: Degree, {f‘}ﬂ*ﬁ
will pleafe to print our Letter in the next Edition of ysur
Supplement.

SRR )N S RS S A oS8 !?@
XG0 SO AL YA t}..‘ mﬁ.}m

§1IR,

« J AM one of thofe young Perlons who have brought

A themfelves into fuch Circumftances, as greatly to
ftand in need of thofe Direftions of which you are capa-
ble of giving, I have offended the ArmMicHTY Gob,
and wrenued myown Body, by that abominableand odious
Sin of SELF-PorLLuTioN : Smc{:)ou have allowed others
to lay open their Cafes before you, inorder to give them
your Affiftance, I likewife take the fame Liberty, hoping
vou will be pleqfc afford your Affiftance. Sir, Ifhall
lay



[ 273 ]

lay my Concerns open to you, that you may be the bet-
ter Judye of them, which I fhall do as briefly as is pofli-
ble. I have cnmmltted that heinous Sin four Times, the
firft Time was about fix Months ago, the other thrce
Times a Month following each other; no ill Effe& fuc-
ceeding, only after every Commiffion of it I found a Stop-
page in my Head, and a Pain in my Back, asif I had a
ereat Cold, which continued four or five Davs But the
faft Time that I committed it, the Stoppage in my Head
was attended with a greatP'tm in my Back and Tefticles,
which turned to a ereat Pain in my left Thigh, I applied
mylelf to an Apothemr}r of my Acquaintance about fix
Weeks ago (which was before I met with your Book)
who advifed me to take fome Diet-drink, which I did
about a Gallon, which purged me pretty much, but did
not remove the fixed Pain in my Thigh, and made me
fo weak that I had nofturnal Emiflions twice a Week,
and the next Day after each Emiflion a Pain in my Bac:k
but now the Emiflions which I have, which are about once
a Week, are not attended with any Pain. I find myfelf
weak and faint, and have a Weaknefs in my Privy Paxts,
fo that when I make Water it does not come away with
{o great Force as it ufed to do. I have a Sharpnefs in my
Back which fhifts from one Place to another ; and I have
fmncumLs the Pain in my Thigh and Back., My intellec-
tual Faculties are much impaired, and my Memory is ve-
ry bad, and my Nerves are weak and have often a tremb-
Jing : I hiweia ‘ftupid Pain in my Head, and a Giddinefs,
and am apt to be drowly and low fpmtcd my Voice is
not fo ftrong as it ufed to be. I thank (_md I am brought
to a thorough Senfe of my Sin, which is, in fome Mea-
fure, n::-wmg to the reading your Book, I have enclofed
Half a Guinea: I fhall call at your Bookfeller’s for an
Anfwer on Friday next, hoping you will be pleafed to
give me Directions for my Cure. I fhould have taken the
Tincture according to your Direétions, bui:, having taken
the Diet-drink, I did not know whether it might be fo
proper without your Advice. If you pleafe to give me
your Cpinion, whether in Time I may recover my for-
mer Vigour and SuengthifI refrain from committing that
foul Sin, which I promife to do, Divine Afliftance accom-

N n panying
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panying my Endeavours. Sir, pray pardon the Freedom
which I have ufed. I am,

-8 R
 JVith the greateft Refpect,
¢ Your mofl obliced Servant,
“ (Though Unknown)
¢ Thomas D o

I AM about twenty Years of Age, and of a weak
Conftitution.

PRAY advife me in your Anfwer whether Bathing
will be of Service to me; if not, pray give me your Ad-
vice what will.

B E pleafed to dire&t for me, and I will call at your
Bookfeller’s for it on Friday.

Domine,
Oblitus fui Narrare te quod babeo Maculas Rubras, &
Lenticulas in Nafu meo.

PRAY do not omit to advife me what to do in this
Cale.
;U A

UPON my adminiftering due Medicines to this Gen- -
tleman he was recovered, as may be {een by the follow-
ing Letter which he fent me.

SOG X,

E &
b WA

SaTe
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§ I R, Wednefday, Nev, 27, 1733.

“AFTER long and continued uneafy Thoughts, and

tedious Ails, I am perfectly free from all thofe
Pains, &'c. which heretofore I have complained of. 1
took the two Gallipots as you direéted, and found a fur-
prifing Alteration in me for the better, after taking the
laft of them. I am now as brifk and lively as ever ; my
Emiffions are regular, and pretty frequent: Iam ftrong,
and of a healthy Difpofiticn, but have not the leaft In-
clination to Mafturbation, baving fo dearly paid for it in
Body and Purfe. I am afraid I am furfeited of marrying ;
for, if the forcing the Seed from me has caufed fuch Dif-
orders in my Seminal Veffels, and contiguous Parts, I am
perfuaded that in Coition (as I fuppofe is oftener than once
a Month, which was the Time I ceafed between each
Action) there is a greater Quantity of Seed neceffary, and
confequently it muft occafion greater Pains. I have had
many Thoughts about it (not that I have any Propofals
of Marriage) therefore a Line, ¢ither in the Negative or
Affirmative, will highly oblige

¢ Your moft Humble Servant,
¢ (Under many Qbligations)
il PR g o

I THINK Iam potquite fo flrong in making Wa-
ter as [ ufed tobe,

N a2 Dear
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HHNBHLE S EEBRBEEL ARG EES

Dear S°[ R, March 26, 1733.

] A .M' m:,m'f» poor afficted Creature, who, by the ac-

cirf d Pradlice {f-‘JELF-PGLI UTION, have br out ru:
upon m_rj If thofe Miferies which do juftly ﬁra‘mr! thofe who
give themfelves up to that vile Praétice:  Siry my Cafe is
10is &

I HAVE been guilty of this Praflice from the Age of
ten or eleven Years of Age, and cannot remember how 1
came by this criminal Knowledge of myfelf, and have been

cuilty of it in a very pn?ﬁ:/f Mmzm:, /2" that I often won-
der that I have net long €er now murdered myfelf by the
frequent Praélice of 1t f?*r fo manv Years, being I am now

above twenty Years of Age : I can impute it to no other but
20 the great Goodnefs of ALMicHTY Gob. [ have been
leaving it off ever fince I happened on your Baok, which is
‘about a Year agone, fince then bave committed it but three
ar ﬁmr Twmj, m:d have made a [olemn Refslution never to
commit ¥ again, yea, I hate and detefl the ‘Tbaug&r: qf it

I A4M il very Mong and aétive s have a very gaad
Stomach and Appetite, -which I am wanderfuﬁﬁl amazed at :
The cﬁ';ef Things I am [enfible of as an Effect of this m::ffd
Prattice, is a Pa:rz and ;ﬁﬁﬁqﬁ in my Back and Reins 3
L am fenfible alfo of a Weaknefs in the Penis, though not
10 Lofs of Ereition, for thofe I have [fometimes once a Day,
fometimes twice, but gemraf:j' m a f%ﬁmfg about the
Time I awake; the Squirt - which drives out the Water is
pretty much wmfmm’ and 1 feel and am fenfile jy‘ zy
Spirits being wery ol Junk s another Thing I am fenfible
of is, that upon Riding chiefly I have a bearing down upon

i-’be Tefticles, which 1 rﬂwugﬁr at firft had been Wind, but
#OW

-
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now 1 beljeve is another Effeél of that curfed Sin, and thefz
Veflels which leads down to the "Uefticles are fometimes very
tender and painful, and feen fometimes to be [welled.

I NEVER Fad the carnal Knowledge of a IV oman but
ence, whichis about four Years ago, and never offered it but
once finee, to a IWoman who would have received me whilf?
in her Menftrua, but I was not able, at that Time, to
touch ber, which is fomething better than a Year ago, and
my not being able, at that Time, to touch that IWoman, has
Sunk my Spirits wery much, the' at other Times I had Erec-
tions very often, but then was deprived of it 5 thofe Evec-
tions which I have now are uot fo flrong, I think, as for-
merly, I have fometimes a [mall Gleet, a Seminal Matter
iffuing from mey but very fmall. 1 have had but one aoc-
turnal Emiffion of Semen within this three or four Years,
and that was by a burtful Dream. I am in very good
Circumflances, and had an Offer of Marriage made to me
very lately, but am not willing to make my Adddiefs to any
of the Fair Sex till I can find that my Spirits are again
revived, and that the Generative Parts, which are very
weak and feeble, are brought to their right Tone. Indeed,
by the long Praciice of this forcing (forcng I may well call
ity for I commatted it fo often, that I was forced to ftudy
and coutrive to trump up fome new filthy Imagination,
whereby to render the Commiffion of it the more cafy) I Jay
of this forcing unnatural Sin, the natural Ufe of VW omen is
become more undefired by me, for my Inclinations to Venery
are very weak ; and you may wonder to fee, that, in the
Jirft Part of this Letter, I fay I am ftill ftrong and alirve,
Jo I am in all the other Parts of my Body, they being very
quick and nimble, and very firong. Sir, I have Reafon to
blefi.the Day that ever 1 faw your Book, for Ida verily be-
lieve had I not feen ity that I fhould Lave gone on in the
Jame Sin, and, very probably, in that encrvated State in
which I now am, might have married, and, by that Means,
might have made myfelf miferable for ever 5 but I hope yor
will have Pity upon me, and give me fuch Direétions as you
Jhall think proper :

iﬂ,lF OR ?ﬁy Pain and Weaknefs in the Reins and

Back, 2. For preventing ary Sort of Gleet, or Seminal
: Emiffion,
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Emiffin. 3. To flrengthen the Penis, and Squirt which
drives the Water. 4. Ifit is in your Power to prevent
that preffing or bearing” down upon the Tefticles, and to
ftrengthen them, and thofe tender Veffels which lead dozon
to them. 5. To recover the loft Tone of the Generative
Parts, and to incite a true natural Defire. 6. To revive
and quicken my poor [funk Spirits, which are funk to the
lnweft Ebb.

NOW, Siry as I bave rélated my Cafe to you as large
as Ican, and I do not doubt but cut of your great ‘Pity,
you Will do for me what you can, in giving of me the bef?
Advice, and in finding or ordering of me the beft Medicines
you can for my Cafe. I have bere inclifed @ Guinea for
your Feey, which [ defire you to accept of a poor Creature
that fhall always pray for you. Pleafe to fend your Anfwer
20 Mr. Corbett, whs is advertifed in vour Book, aud by
wwhom this Letter comes to youy and to whom I fball fend on
Sunday next five Pounds, to pay for fuch Medicines as you
Jhail order me : If you give Orders for me to take of the
Tincture and Powder, pleafe to advife me of what Diftance
ef Time one from the other 5 and 1f you order me the Injec-
tion, with what Force it fhould be tnjeéled. I wwould take
she Tincture and Powder with the Reftoring Drink, e-
ing I am willing to have a Cure as foon as poffible. I wonld
beg of you to let My. Corbett have the Orders and An-
fwer to me without fail, Time enough for the Meffenger te
bave the Things on Sunday at My. Corbett’s, for I am going
20 fome confiderable Diftance from the Place zyﬁ.-zre I now
am, and if they are not ready shen I fhall mifs of them.
t is wery probable you will hear more from me as I find
miyfelf, and you will remember my Letter by my Name ;
with this T fhall conclude, being I doubt I have already tired
your Patience, and am |

Your unworthy humble Servant,

Paracelfus.

Y O U need not make any other Direéiion than for Para-
eelfus. i

I SENT
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I SENT this Gentleman proper Medicines, which
perfeltly reftored him. He is fince married, and on com-
ing to London with his Lady, appointed me a Meeting at
a T'avern, where he thanked me for my Cure, and made

me a Prefent of fome Guineas over and above the Price
of the Medicines.

S S S A USRS S LSS SRS ST

S IR,

4 IT was a long Time before I could get one of your

Baoks after they were publithed in the News-Pa-
pers, although I {ought carefully ; for finding myfelf in
fuch a bad State of Health, and could get no Help from
our Country Apothecaries, to whom I applied myfelf, but
concealing (as I now believe) the real Caufe from' them,
tound no Help from their Medicines, but ftill growing
rather worfe, thought myfelf in a fad deplorable Condi-
tion, when being at Oxford at our laft Aflizes, met with
one of our little Books ; the reading of it was fome Sa-
tisfaCtion to me, it fo nearly hit my Cafe, which is as
follows.

¢« T LIVED till the Age of two-and-twenty very
chafte in all Refpeéls whatfoever, when, by mere Acci-
dent, found the Way of SeLr-PorruTioN, which I
followed for near feven Years, finding no other Harm to
my Body than Lownefs of Spirits, Heavinefs, and fome
Pains in my Head and Back, anda Weaknefs in my Hams,
all which 1 really believed was occafioned by Fatigue of
Bufinefs, and the ill managing myfelf, never being of a
very ftrong Conflitution, but now I believe otherwile 5
for about two Years azo the Gonnorbea feized me, which
avas attended with Pains in making Water, and held me
near a Month, then ftopping of its own Accord ; after

which for fome fhort Time I was pretty well, but then
followed
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followed (and ever fince I have been afli&ted) with Pains
in my HLaﬂ anc]a, and Stomach, but very much.in
niy Back, which is got up tomy Nerk and Throat; which
is fometimes fore, and both Sides my Neck, attended with
Mikamimar Patasi ; the Pain in my Back fhifts itfelf in . di-
vers Manners and Places, likewife my Arms at fométimes
are in fuch Pain, as I can fcarce lift them to my Head,

beginning at my Shoulder Joints, and runs down my Si-
news to my Wrifts and K mickles: ; alfo inward Trem-
blings, Palpitation of the Heart, and I have had a {mall
Gleet ever fincethe Gonorrhea ih}ppn& at clear and thick,

befides inward Sharpnefs in my Body, and of late have ob-
ferved an inward Pain in my Body, which moves down-
wards to my T¢flicles, as a Weaknefs, with Pain in my
Knees, which Pain goes down to my Ancles by my Shin-
bones ; and I have had a fcorbutic Humour all over my
Skin for near feven Years paft, and cannot get rid of it,
although I ufed Means feveral T'imes for that Purpoﬁi‘:,
and I think all the Parts of my Body are out of Thore.

«« ] OWN I had carnally to do with a Woman
once, and that was about a Month before the Gonorrbeza
cealed, but very flightly, for I bn‘:ﬁvc fthe was a Virgin,
and T went no farther than for a Man to do with the
pureft as ever was, the firtt Time of Trial, and I never
touched 2 Woman before nor fince ; unlefs the redoubling
the Strokes injured me, I am at a Lofs to know whatdid
in that Coherence.

¢ SO you fee what a bad State of [HealthI am in, and
cannot be reliev ed, therefore intreat your Favour to form
a right Judgment of my Cale, and do all you can to re-
lieve me; for if you fhould fail, I cannot expet any Help
from any other Perfon.

«“ FO R I have applied myfelf to a Phyfician, and told
him my Cafe, who believed I had received fome Hurt from
a foul Woman, and gave me Phyfic accordingly, but had
not the defired Effect ; fo whether it is all owing to the
firft- mentioned Lauh, or partly the latter, I leave that to

your
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your Judgment, for I have left nothing out as might in-
form you in order thereto.

¢ T HE Perfon that bears the Letter to you being an
intimate Friend of mine knows the whole Matter ; fo if
there be occalion you may afk him what Queftions you
pleafe concerning me ; for I ceuld write more of the
Oddnefs of my Complaints, but thinks I have been fome-
what tedious already, concludes myfelf

“ Your moft Humble Servant,
Nov. 26, 1732.

“ The affiicted ONAN.”
mip i s i ap i adi Ly i nhs

To the ingenious Author of ON ANIA. Thefe

#orthy S I R, Oxon, Fune 24, 1733,

{4 I T is not above a Week ago fince your gxcellent
T'reatife concerning SeLF-PoLLuTIiON came firft

into my Hands : After a Perufal of it with fome Atten-
tion, I could not forbear wifhing with the Gentleman of
Dulblin, that I had met with fo good a Difcourfe on that
Subject fever. Years ago. As you have, Sir, approved
yourfelf the Zfiulapius of the Diftrefled in this Way, I
beg Leave to lay before you my Cafe, which, in fhort, is
this : I am one of the many unhappy young Fellows who;
without Regard to Confuence, Health, or Reputation, have
very greatly injured myfelf by that abominable Pradtice
vou have [o juftly condemnegd. It is now more than five
Years fince I firflt defiled myfelf with it, at which Time
Ifrequently praétifed it, and continued in the vile Drudgery
Qo witl’t

i
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with {mall Intermiflions for a confiderable Time; but,
being naturally of a good Conftitution, I did not very foon
preccive any Prejudice : I cannot fay to a Nicety when 1
became firft fenfible of Injury done myfelf, but I believe
itis more than three Years ago, when it difcovered itfelf by
a Wenknefs in the Small of my Back, and in my Hams
and Toesafter but moderate "'Nnikmtr htﬁdes, I]abﬂured
under involuntary notturnal E miﬂmns, Foulnefs of Urine,
whofe Colour I have obferved to be fometimes wheyifh,
and at others brown, or a little inclined to Blood : I am
now near twenty-thtee Years of Age, and have, for the
laft Year or more, in a great Mealure, left off that vile
Practice ; and Oh ! that the fad Effeéls of it had likewilg
ceafed 5 but alas ! they {lill remain, and get Force: My
Urine is generally pale or foul, my Head very much dif-
ordered and confufed, which is always a prodigious Hin-
drance to Study, and fometimes an utter leqmllﬁc*itmn 3
my Memory is particularly affected, anexceeding Faint-
nels of Spirits is generally upon me, which (excepting
fome few Intervals when 1t abates) renders Life itfelf irk-
fome. I fhould not omit to inform you, Sir, that, for a
fong Time, ina greater or lels Degree, my 7¢flicles have
been lax, and cold to the Touch for the moft Part, and
the Left more Efpeclally impaired in Bignefs. There is 3
Particular in my Cafe, which I think I ought not to con-
¢cal from you, becaufe I did not meet with it in all the
Reprefentations fent to, and publifhed, by, you : It was
ufual with me after Mafturbation (which I cannot now
refle& on without thegreateft Horror) to check the Emif-
fon of the Seed intirely.  You cannot but imagine, from
the Detail of Symptoms I have given (and more I might
bave reckoned up, asfhooting Pains, Difficulty of Breath-
ing, &¢.) that my Ccndltton is as deplorable as it is de-
ferved ; but I hope it is not irretrieveable.

¢ BEIN G in the Country part of the laft Winter,
and all the Spring, I teok both Balfam of Capivi, and,
Uil of Saffafras, two things which [ obferved to be
recommended as good for a Gommorrhea ; ; my Urine wazs
much mended as to its Foulnefs for a Time, but itis fince
retrrned in a great Meafure. Pray, dear Sir, be plealed
to take my Complaints and Calfe into a ferious Conlidera-
tion;
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flon. I have already loft to much Time, therefore I beg
that immediately upon the receipt of this you would fa-
vour me with an Anfwer, with your Thoughts upon my
Cafe, and Diretions as well what Medicines are proper,
as in Point of Diet, Exercife, Sleep, &'¢c. at what Diftance
of Time the Strengthening Tinfture and Prolific Powder
are to be taken from each other, and any Thing elfe you
fhall think neceffary. I hope you will be able to judge of
my Cale without my coming up to Londsn, which [ would
not doif there be not an abfolute Neceffity for it : I would
not have too great a Quantity of the Medicines fent till I
found their Efficacy; but this I leave to your Difcretion.
If you think fit, I fhould defire Quantum fufficit of the
three Effences, and Volatile Salt, with Chocolate, and Con-
fection of Alkermes, to make the Cordial Draught; as
likewife fome of the delectable Balfam ready prepared. I
earneftly with for a fpeedy Anfwer (which may be left at
Mr. Corbet’s, in order to be fent with the Medicines) and
beg your Acceptance, Sir, of this fmall Fee, my Circum-
ftances not permitting me to prefent a greater. I hope your
Goodnefs will excufe the Tedioufnefs of this Letter, and
that it will find you as willing as you are able (through
the Blefling of God) to relieve

¢ Yours to command.

¢« PR AY give me your Opinion of Cold Baths; I
fhall be ready to follow any Directions.”

3
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To the Worthy Au T H o R of the Book called
ONANIA.

Worthy SR, Monday, fuly 29, 1733,

e I Appening to read your excellent Book of O N A-
N 1 A, which I heartily with I had been fo happy

as to have perufed nine Years ago ; it would have prevent-
ed that thameful Pra&tice, and deteftable Sin, I have for
fo long been guilty of, being ignorant of the Henioufnefs
of the Crime, and the ill Confequence that now attends
it, and hope, through God’s Mercy, and;your Affiftance,
to find Relief in this unhappy Circumftance. Sir, my
Cafe is as follows : When I make Water, as foon as [
have done, I feel a great Pain in my Belly ; I generally
have a Pain all over my Privy Parts, and am afraid the
Violence I have ufed has ftrained the Veins, they look fo
red. I have wandering Pains all over me, but efpecially
the Small of my. Back, and Infides of my Thighs, befides
a Pain in my Head, and fuch Sleepinels and Dulnefs, that
{ am hardly fit for any Bufinefs. I eat my Meat very
well, and can work, fleep, &¢. blefled be God for it,
but drink very little, becaufe I think it increafes my Pain.
{ dodeclare I never had carnal Knowledge of any Woman,
but unfortunately learned this difmal Sin of my Bedfcllow
when I was twelve Years old, and, God knows, ufed it
feveral Times a Day for along Time, and then made Re-
folutions to leave it off, butin a little Time fell to the fre-
quent Ufe of it again, for which I humbly implore the
Divine Mercy for my poor Soul and Body.” Sir, I hope
you will be pleafed to confider my deplorable Condition,
and if you pleafe to leave any thing for me at the Book-
§ ' ' q feller’s,
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feller’s, I will get a Friend to call for it on Tuefday n
near Six o'Clock in the Afternoon, and he fhall bring
Money along with him ; but muft make bold to let you
know I am a working Man, and at prefent in mean Cir-
cumftances, therefore defires your charitable Confidera-
tion, and likewife the favourable Conftru&ion of thefe
imperfect Lines, which bears no Refemblance with your
excellent and ingenious Book. Sir, Ibeg of you to ex-
cufe this Liberty, and fhall evermore continue,

$*SIR,
¢ Your very Humble Servant,
¢ To command,

' jr R

O N E of my Tefticles is at prefentexceeding painful,
and I think (welled.

QOSSP ILSTEIVIBT

A Gentleman, who was recommended to me by a former
Patient of mine, for an Imbecility of the Genstals, and
violent Pain in his Back, Teflicles, and Groins, and to
whom I adminiltered the proper Medicines, and cured
in no long Time, wrote me the following Letter.

S IR,

HIS is tolet you know, thaty, by Heaven's Grace, and

your Carey, 1 am now out of the Labyrinth I have for
[el:ng Time been invelved in 3 and do not doubt but I fhall,
éy the Continuance of both, be made a perfe? and found
Man, both in Mind and Baa’ s for when the latter 1s well,
the former is calm and ﬁffme This is a Favour for awhich
i fball for ever earneftly thank Heaven, and pray that all
Bleffings may attend you on Earth, and an eternal Crown

7
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of Glory inthe World to come 5 this is the Wifb of him that
Shall wait on you at Eleven this Morning, and is, with all

bis Heart,

SIR,
Your moft humble, -
Tuefday,
May 5, 1734 And for ever obliged,

Scrvant to command,

%G,
ik ey Al b adendyntenteatie

To the Author of ON A NI A.

51 R

AT E LY feeing your ONARIA, and knowing myfelf
4 guilty of the Sin declaimed againfl in it, although God
énows I never thought it a Sin before I read your Book,
which has now made me very [enfible it is, and I beartily
ask God’s Pardon for committing [o great a Crime; and be-
Lieving I have injured myfelf by fuch abominable Praciice,
defired you would be pleafed to appoint me a Place and Time
where and when I fhall wait upon you, to advife with you
abaut my Cafe, which I fear is bad enough, 1 beg your Ap-
pontment may be within a Day or two, I being obliged to go
out of Townon the latter Part of this Week for fome Time :
1 fhall thankfully give you a bandfome Feey, and in complying
svith my Requeft you will ablige your unknowing WA

Monday, Humble Servant,
May 4, 1732, %D

S IR,
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S IR, Nov. 7, 1731,

I HAVE read your Book with much Pleafure and

Satisfaction, though not without the greateft Concern
for the Unhappinefs of Mankind, many of whom are ig-
norant of the Sin, and I believe the greateft Part of the
fatal Confequences that attend the T'hing you treat of 3
a T'hing deteflable in the Sight of God, deftruttive of
themfelves, and rwiaous of all Pofterity.

A S to the firft : Never any Crime was punifhed ina
more exemplary Manner, the firft thacis recorded to
have been guilty of it being ftruck dead upon the Spot ;
and though no doubt there were fome particular aggrava-
ting Circumftances in his Cafe, yet, abftralted from
thefe, there is fufficient to let us know the Almighty’s
Abhorrence of the Faét itfelf, and therefore the extreme
Danger of ever committing it. As to the fecond : The.
many Inftances you have given, and the Thoufands more
that might be produced, too plainly demonflrate the
Truth of it.  And, as for the third, This neceflarily
follows from the foregoing ; for if we deftroy our own
Being, at a Time when we are capable of, and fhould
be giving it to others, or, which is all one, if we incapa-
citate ourfelves for the centinuing our Species, there is
moft certainly the Ruin of Pofterity, and a Period put to
the future Exiftence of Mankind. ~Now what can there
be “of a more monftrous Nature ? In what View foever
we confider it, whether from Scripture, Experiences or
Reafon, it is every Way fhocking, “and includes in it the
moft comprehenfive Guilt. It were cafy to expatiate, and
dhew the Infallibility of thefe Aflertions at lasge, but this
is not my Bufinefs or Defign ; and if it was, it would be
needlefs after what you have f{aid upon the Subjeét. In
dhert, Siry yourexcellent Trearife, if a proper Kegard be

haa
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hadto it, I take to be an effe@ual Antidote aﬁqénﬁa’_ﬁ
reigning Vice, that has done more Milchief than I;erhﬂps
all other Vices together : There may be Booksof more
Artand Lunmm inthe World, but I queftion whether
any have done more real SEHICE Sir, I heartily wifh
you well, and you fhall be fenfible €’ er long that I do,
and that I am both able and willing to ferve you ;. at
prefent I .can only fublcribe myfelf

Your fcere Friend, &c.

F. B.

&S L HIHEEHEHNRRT SRR HE

DocToOR, This inflant Fuly 13.

O M E Time before All-Saints laft, 1 very acci-

dentally met with a lmnk calied Onania, which
I perufed, and heartily with I had feen it tw clve Years
fooner, becaufe I muft’ own myfelf guilty with thofe un-
fortunate Men that have made Complaints to the ingeni-
ous Author of that Performance, and the Sight of it might
likely have prevented me from the abominable Pradtice of
SELF-PoLLuTION, therein condemned, the evil Con-
fequences of which, though now I feel, I did not at all,
atthat Time, forefee. I happened to ferve ﬂpprennc::-
fhip in 2 T'own where there werefeveral young Men, who
not cml_v indulged themfelves in this fatal Courfe; but ufed
their utmoft Endeavours to enfnare others, nay fonie of
them had the hellith Confidence to act- it over before my
Face, telling mc, ifI would do the fame, it would afford
an unf eakable I’le“iure, and gradually bring down my
over ﬁr_ihy robuft Body ( which, atthat llme, I muit
confefs, was promifing cnﬂugh) and make me more fine
and fhapely : Thefe T cmplatmna I withftood at the pre-

ffnr, a.nd lg; above Half a Year alter, till ong Day lolling
iR
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in the Garden, and being unhappily left to myfelf, I be-

an to reflect on what I had feen afted by my unfortunate

omrades, and I would then do no lefs than pradtifc the
fame upon myfelf, which I did fometimes twice a Day,
once a Day, thrice a Week, twice a Week, for fix or
feven Years.together ; but by this Time my Body being,
in a great Meafure, exhaufted, and feeling fome Inconve-
niencies arifing, I began to confine this wicked Pralice
to once a Month, twice a Quarter, twice in the Half-
year, for three or four Years; and for thefe two Years
and a Half laft pafled, I have been enabled not to commit
it fo much as once, and I hope never fhall do it any more,
However, though the Miferies I have brought upon my-
felf by this fhameful, milchievous Practice be not, in every
Refpedt, fo great as fome mentioned in your ONANIA,
yet my Cafe is bad enough ; for though there are no Swel-
lings nor Scars in my Private Parts (as has been the Cafe
of fome) yet my whole Conttitution is become very weak
and languid, my before flethy Body meagre, and all my
active Powers dull and uncapable, in Comparifon of what
they were.

¢«¢ T HAYV E contradted habitual Pains and Weaknefs in
my Back, Reins, and Limbs, efpecially, if I ftopp down
my Body any Space, or lay on my Belly (though there
be not the leaft Motion like that in Generation) I feel
great Pains from my Kidneys downwards, and particularly
in the Small of my Back, fo that I can fcarce be raifed
up again without taking hold of fomething with my Hands:
I have not fo frequently NocturNAL PoLLuTIONS
as four or five Years ago ; butthis may be imputed much
rather to Scarcity of radical Moifture, than any new
Strength the Seminal Veliels have received ; for befides the
nightly PoLruTions, which I have now and then, the
Seed {ometimes comes away at Stool, and often on the
View of a lafcivious Object, though it were trifling ; all
which doth prove, that the natural Power of Seminal By -
tention is much abated : My inclination to Marriage is as.
great as ever (and greater perhaps than when I had mo.e
Ability) but am fenfible of an utter Indifpofition for thatg
State, having feldom Erections, and when thefe happen
they are very languid, and of no Continuance ; fo that a
I e Man.
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Man of feventy or eighty Years has a better Hazard of be-
ing fervicable to the World this Way then I, though I
do notexcced the Numbers of this rty-one: Bcﬁdcs, there
is fuch a Weaknefs (or fomething elfe) in the Mufcles of
the Yurd, that T cannot expelall my Water, but, for the
moft Pare, Half a Spoonful ftays behind, whlc:h about
Half a Minute -.1&1..1'“’111‘113-, when I have gii.rr:'n over prefs
{fine, comes away involuntarily, unlefs I fqeeeze theunder
Part of the Root of the Yard with the Tops of the Fin-
oers, and then it comes away immediately with the reft ;
fometimes my Water is very clear and thin, but arthna-
rily high coloured, thick and muddy, and dyes the Chame
ber-pot of a red ﬂ:‘:ﬂw Colour, with Sand in the Bottom
of ity fometimes my Urine is fo hot and fharp, as to og-
cafion great Pains in the internal Parts of the Yard after
Lmiflion, but this does not trouble me : In fhort, my
chief Indiipofition confifts in Weaknefs, and in an Inap-
titude for Adtion in all the Faculties of both Body and
Mind, and Painsin the Kidneys and Reins, and chiefly the
small of my Back, andinanutter Weaknefs of the Genitals.
I was never married, nor can be faid to have had carn#
i‘mum{.mc of any "vVnman in my Life, and yet all this
Mifery and Ruin has the abominable Pra&ice of Ma/fur-
{ation brought upon me. I never made known my Cafe
to any I“h;.hcum before you, nor applied any Means for
Relief, but fuch as my own Reafon and common Report
fugecited, fuch as drinking of Whey, new Milk, and
the t,uld bath which I have found to be of fome Ad-
vantage, but little as to the moving of thefe Maladies I
complain of.  This is as brief and full an Account of my
(Cafe as I could at prefent think of, which I fubmit to
your Ju 1jmt=nt and Perufal; for thmlghl muft own,
that the Book called Onania, does in general, contain
¢xcellent Doltrines for Man labouring under thefe Mif-
fortunes, yet I think they cannot be adapted to the Cafes
of particular Perfons, without the Help. of a fkilful Phy-
fician 3 1 beg therefore, good Do&nr, that you would
carciully confider my Cale, and dire¢t me, in applying
them, that fo I may have Recourfe to any Apothecary
to make them up as I think fit, and may be at no Lofs as
to the ufing them when I am by myfelf; or if you fur-

nith the Medicines yourfelf I am fatisfied, only defire you
to-
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to be as moderate as you can in charging them ; I am
willing to do all thatI am able, no Man (you may be
fure) will fpare his Pocket in fuch Circumftances that has
it, but I am come many Scores (nay, fome Hundreds) of
Miles to you, fo that my Cure, if it fucceeds, cofts me
not only what I give to the Doctor, or the Apothecary,
but likewife all my Expences travelling Home and Abroad.
I was of Opinion, that if T received Help any-where it
would be in London, the Scene of fo many fad Examples
of this Nature, that are often applying to Phyficians,
which in many other Places of the Kingdom have fcarce
any' fuch Applications, and confequently cannct have
your Skill nor iperience. I would gladly converfe
with you upon the Subject of ts Letter, which you may
do over a Bottle, that I ha.e at your Service, of any Li-
%mr that is moft 2ziceatle, and at any Time of the

ay that you fhall think fit, when you may give me
our Advice and Directions: You fhall have a Guinea
in Hand before either [ receive your Receipt, or fo much
as a Word of Advice; and if you provide Medicines, it
fhall not be counted into their 'e/alu(:+ I pray you, good
Sir, have fome Concern for me, and remember, that
though I be an utter Stranger to you, yet that I am a
reafonable Creature, a Man, and perhaps too of fuch
Qualifications (for any Thing you know, and I hope it
is, and really will be, fo) as fhall render me acceptable
to God, and ufeful to my Fellow Chriftians in fome Parr
of the World or other, notwithftanding of the finful, rui-
nous Praétices that wicked Examples, and corrupt Na-
ture, led me to in my Youth. Be pleaf.d therefore to
leave Word at Mr. Corbett’s Shop in Fleet-flreet, where
this was left, when and where you are to be found, and
I will do my Endeavour to wait upon you, which is from
your Patient,

¢ Anonymous.”

& MY Conftitution from my Childhood has been ob-
ferved by Phyficians to incline to a Predominancy of Heat,
and to fomething of a Scurvy, which, in my prefent Cir-

cumftances, may help to dry and confume radical Moi-

fture ; but this with Submiflion,”
Ppa “3IR
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e P AVING read fome Time ago your Treatife of

4 Ownania’s Difeafes, I remember fomething of a
certain Compofition of Medicines which, I think, will be
proper for a Perfon of thirty-two Years of Age, married
laft Year, and now enduring Waat of Eretion this three
Months paft, being the whole Night very cold about the
Secret Parts, and having only in the Morning fome little
Freétions for a Moment’s Time, which caufes him much
Melancholy, Abatement of Spirits, confufed Thoughts,
and little Sleep, and fo becomes lean. T'wo or three
Days before this Infirmity attacked him, he had more than
ordinary Coitions with his Spoufe : He was once (fome
Years apo) lightly clapped, and afterwards three Times
very ill of continual involuntary PorLLuTIONS, of which
fafter being very feeble) he was reftored by proper Medi-
cines, and Abftinency of Venery, to which he was much
inclined, though not of the ftrongeft Conftitution. He
takes at prefent fome fortifying Pills, and Rbenifh Wine,
in which Herbs are infufed, but all in vain, for which
Reafon he defires toknow of you if the faid T72Fure would
be good for him, and, in Cafe you think it to be proper,
how much do you take for that Compofition, and how to
ufle it, hoping you will excufe the Liberty of writing to
you thele few Lines, without having the Honour to know
vou more than by Reputation : I expect the Anfwer by
the Poft, directed to Aan Mynheer, De Heer J—
G———, ten huyfen Van Monfieur V D :
in de beeren firaat, het 4de Huys Van Polyenburg, tot 8.
Hage.  In which you will oblige.

« SIR,

Hague, the 7th of  Your Humble Servants,
Noveinber 1734. :

',‘i ?- G"‘_—w

“ S IR,
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= B Y yours of the eighth of lalt Month, I obferve you
can furnith my Friend with due Medicines, that
will reftore him, by firlt bringing his Conftitution, and
afterwards the Genital Parts, into due Order, Strength,
and Vigour. He has not given you an Anfwer till now,
becaufc he returned only this Week froma Voyage which
he was obliged to do to Hamburgh, where, by Accident,
he fpoke to a famous Phyfician about his Complaints ;
upon which he advifed him not to do any Thing for it,
but that he ought to abftain from Fenery, and only ufe
fome good nourifhing Meats till the Month of Aay, when
not being better he would order him what to do ; but, Sir,
fearing that toftayfo long will relax him more, and hoping
that by your Experience (and the Help of God) he
- may be fooner reftored, he refolves to fend you inclofed a
Bill of three Guineas (according to your Demand) though
he has not many to fpare, and put himfelf into your
Hands, for to make Ufe of the Medicines which you will
be pleafed to fend him by the firft Sloop, dircéted, 7o
-G y ten buyfen Van Monfieur V D s
in de heeren flraat, het 4de buys Van Polyenburg, tot S. Hage,
fo as the Letter was. 1 need not to repeat to you his
Complaints, only you will be pleafed to obferve, that tho’
he find himfelf more brisk and lively of Spirit, and has
much lefs Melancholy, for all that his Genital Parts con-
tinues to be relax and cold, with a Sort of Numbnefs, In-
fenfibility, or Stupification of the Nerves and Sinews of
the Yard, and very feeble EreCtion only for alittle while
in the Morning, and has no Stimulation at all to Venery,
and is very lean about his Body, though his Appetite and
Stomach are much better, as alfo his Colour, which is
brifk enough, but his want of Sleep is every Day worf; 2
\ =
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He finds that any hot Thing, let it be Liquors, Wine, or
Spices, revives for a Moment his Spirits and Strength,
but a little afterwards finds himfelf much more abated :
There is more to be obferved, that he has now no more
Fjaculation of Seed, and, for all that, his Strength and
Stimulation to Fenery is not greater, which m.ﬁ(es him
think that by too much ufing of Cuition, eipecially laft
Summer, and not minding the continual Pollution of
Secd in that Time (which he may reckon to have been a
Sort of a Gonnorrhza, by too much forcing himfelf) he
has exhaufted too much of his Spirits, Seed Veffels, and
natural Heat, and relapfed his Sinews and Nerves too
much ; of all which he hopes you will take Reflection,
for to prepare the proper Medicines, and give him a

plain Direction how to ufe it, and you will oblige,

5 IR
Hague, the gth of
Jan. 1735, ¢ Your moft Humble Servant,

¢ F, G,

P. §. Youwill find Mr. 7. L. in Baker's Coftee-houfe
by 'Change-Alley, and he will pay you the Bill, or at your
Order,

P. §. You will be pleafed to give me Notice directly
by the Poit, by which Sloop you thall have remitted the
Medicines,

G

#

&5

-
L)

A Man,
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A Man, who left my Fee with the Bookfeller, defiring
my meeting him, and to whom I thereupon recom-
mended his taking the Strengthening Tinflure, and
Viols of the R{ﬂwm# Drink, wrote me the following,
upon his finithing them.

For the Author of O N AN IA.

Kinp SIR,
HAVE taken the Medicines that you fent me, and am
much better 3 I would gladly fee you, if you pleafe to ap~

pornt when and whkere ysu can moft conveniéntly, and I uwill
be fure to be there that Minute. I am

Your very much indebted Patient,

Thomas B

e el shiotel cTolcofedetotatceeiatet ool

A

WorTHY SIR, London, Aug. 22, 1733,

A M one of the many unfortunate young Men that bath

been guilty of that borrid Sin of SELF-POLLUTION
for many Years, not being fenfible .fy" the Heinoufne[s of the
Crime againft G O D, nor the fad Confequences to the ‘Body,
till about three Weeks ﬁw, reading in the Weekly Journal
the Advertifement of the Tenth Edition of your excellent
Book, Iimmediately bought it : Twifb ts G O D I had Jecn
it fooner : I am, to my great Sorrow, fully convinced ¢ the
Heinoufnefs of that damnable Siny which I humbly teg Par=
don of A’ i aﬂn‘y GO D for, and bﬂ;e, with !:az.r _’ffgﬁdﬂrh

never to commit the like for the futuve. Iam troubled ;uwrﬁ
g Pain
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a Pain in my Back, Arms, Legs, and Thighs ; I bave like-
wife a Weaknefs in the Penis, and Lofs of Ereétion ; I have
a Dullnefs in all Parts of my Body, and am veady to flecp as
I fland. I would gladly wait of you as jfoon as- poffible, if
an Evening will be as agreeable, it will bef fuit me : If
you fend a Line to Myr. Corbett’s, where and when I fhall
wait of you, I have feveral Dueflions to ask you, and am

Your afli&ted humble Semant, unknown,
B

Pleafe to direc? yours as I fubferibe myfelf, #ll called
fory which fhall be in a Day or tws, and as for your Fee, [
will give it at the Receipt of yours.

% G R R AR et S S b e s A e

To the ingenious AUTHOR of the Book
intituled, O N AN TA. Thefe.

s I R, London, Sept. 2, 1735,

AM one of thofe unfortunate young Men who have in-

jured themfelves (though ignorantly) by that abomina-
ble Praltice of SeLr-PorruTioN, in whichI have been
a very great Offender : It was the buying and reading your
moft excellent Book, that difcovered to me thofe unhappy
Rocks which I have fo often fplit upon ; for had I had the
good Fortune to have met with it five Years ago, I had
never been guilty of it. I begun this Pralticein my 15th
Year, and followedit fucceffively forabouttwo Years, com-
mitting it at leaft once a Week, or more ; but GOD being
very mercifultome, putaStop, infome Meafure, byinflict-
ing me with a Rupture, though I have committed it feveral
Times fince ; but accidentally meeting with your Book
againftit, and having perufed the firft Part, which I had

no fooger dong bui 1 was ftruck with Horrer and Amaze-
' v ment



[ 297 ]

ment ; indeed, it is impofiible for me to write or exprefs the
Trouble of Mind which I have laboured under fince I
begun this vile Pradtice ; and, if there is fuch a Thing as
a Hell upon Earth, I believe I have felt it, though I
could not tell what to impute it to, but now am thorough-
ly convinced, that this was the Realon that provoked God
to afllict me in fo terrible a Manner. I have now left it
off two Years and more, being now nineteen Years of
Age ; though I have had nofturnal Emiffions almoft ever
fince, at leaft once a Week, and indeed now I am ftill
afflicted with the fame Misfortune, which is a very great
Trouble to me: I have now applied myfelf to you, ho-
ping you will extend the fame Compaflfion to me, which
you have fhewn to others in the fame Condition, and not
let me perith under my Difeafe, which certainly muft be
my Portion, if not redrefled by fome charitable Chriftian.
The Calamities which I have brought upon myfelf, by this
accurfed Pratice, are many. In the firft Place, I la-
bour under a very great Dimnefs of Sight, which I per-
ceived about four or five Months ago, as likewile 2 Weak-
nefsin the Pexis, and Lofs of Ereftion, and the Squirt
which drives out the Water is not near fo ftrong as it ufed
to be; though indeed I am much better now than I was
two Years ago, having taken a Bottle of your Strength-
ening Tinlture, and likewife fome other Medicines, which
a Surgeon of my Acquaintance, whom I applied to, pre-
fcribed me. . The Faculties of my Mind are very much
impaired by this Pradtice ; my Memory, which was once
very good, is extraordinary bad ; my Brain is fometimes
as though ftupified, which renders me very unfit for my
Bufinefs : I have no Pain about me except in my Back,
which is only when I ftoop : I have a very good Sto-
mach, and am elfe in perfect Health.

THUS, Sir, I have given you as full an Account o
myfelf asI am able, hoping you will enable me to cure
thofe Wounds which I have given myfelf, as likewife
an Anfwer to this, whether you think my Cafe curable
by the Defcription I have given you ?

YOU will dome a ver}r- great Favour, if you will give
meyour Prefcriptions in Writing, that I may getthe Medi-
Q. q cines
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cines madeup at my Father’s, who isaSurgeon, andaMan
of very good Repute, and had I difcovered itto him, I
make no Doubt but he could have given me proper Re-
medies for my Diftemper; but, alas! I had not the
Confidence to do it.

I HUMBLY beg Pardon for being fo troublefome, but
hope you will excufe it. I fhall fend to the Bookfeller’s in
a Week’s Time or lefs, andif you will condefcend to leave
me an Anfwer, direted for me as I fubfcribe myfelf, I
fhall with Joy and Thankfulnefs receive it. Inclofed is
Half a Guinea, of which I beg your Acceptance, and am,

§ I R,
Your mofl Oledient
Humble Servant,

Theophil, T———,

P. §. T hope you will give me in Writing what Me-
dicines you think proper for me, that I may take Care
to have them made up.

e gty e A i e mle i /e ncion

To the ingenious, much-commended AuTHOR
of the learned and worthy Book, iniituled,
ONANIA. |

d I R, .

B E U R O P E hath Caule, but England in particular

hath Caufe, to blefs God, and to give you Gra-
tulation for that ufeful Book of yours, and much wanted
Book, for we of this Nation ftand in great Need of it ;
for had many of the Youths of this Nation but known

the Confequences of it, as to the Soul, and the many
| Weak-
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Weaknefles and Infirmities it bringeth upon the Body,
even to the deftroying the whole Fabric ; ; for moft which
I have converfed with concerning it acknowledge, that if
they had known it was a Sin, they would not “have ufed
It as I:}IE}? had done. As for myfelf, I knew not that it
was a Sin in the leaft, until long after that I had received
any Hurt by it, as I ﬂ'laIl fhew ; and one Reafon why I
thought it was not a Sin, was the Commonnefsofit. A
Perfon which I knew, who was very much guilty of this
Sin, afked me my Opinion of it, and whether it was a
Sin ? andI told him I did not know that it was, which is
now above four Years ago fince he afked me the Que-
flion ; and, about three Years after I had underftood that
it was a Sin, I writ him a Letter to acquaint him that
it was a Sin, for I thought it my Duty fo to do. I had
heard of your Book for two Years before I could getit,
and I have had itabove Halfa Year, and have perufed it
over and over, and find many Paflages in your Book
which is like my Cafe, which I fhall relate as followeth :
I came of fober and religious Parents, wasreligioufly edu-
cated, as many in your Book acknowledged the fame ; I
was very early taught this Sin by an elder Brother than
~myfelf about eight Years, even before I came to Years
of Puberty, which T more or lefs practifed fome Years.
I have often reflefted upon my learning it fo by my Bro-
ther ; but, had I not learned it by him, I nu]d have
foon learned it, for I faw it ufed in the School, and in
the Schﬂﬂl-time, which filthy Practice I followed until [
got, I amafraid, myirreparable Wound, which was be-
_tween the ﬁateenth and feventeenth Years of my Age.
“About 2 Month before I was in the feventeenth Year of
my Age, by this my wicked Prattice, which then I did
not know it was, I found a red fore Place, like a Pimple,
upon the under Side of my Penis, on the Forefkin, at the
F.dge of the Skin, which, ina little Time, run all round,
and it got broader and broader, as it were a Cord round
it, and {o intollerable fore, that I could not tell how to
_bear it, or to let any Thing touch it ; ; I made Thingsto
go eafy, but to little Purpofe ; but in your Book I faw
fome like me, but theirs went off again : But all the Means
which I have ufed, by the Do&or’s Prefcriptions, could
never remove it, which brought upon me a continual

Q4’2 Un-
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cannot kneel at aI], and now within this Year and a Half
I have been greatly affliCted in my Head, which I find
almott all in your Book to complain of ; with a great
Dulnefs, even to the ftupifying my Senﬁ:s that I think
ic}meumLSI fhalllofe them, nowand then my Hcadfeenletll
of a great Weight with the Numbnefs of it. I have at
fometimes hardly a clear Thought, and my Head is full of
Humours, which caufeth a Breakmﬂ' out of my Face with
Pimples, that caufes feveral Reflections upon myfelf when
I confider the Caufe of it : 'I'he Badnefs of my Head caufes
a great Weaknels in my Eyes, a great ftuffing up in my
Hcad a Stoppage in my Ears, and finging in my Head.
I am troubl{*d with a fmarting and pnﬂkm fometimes,
in the Urethra Paflage: Sometimes, if 1 ﬁt much, or
write much, I find it bringeth down the Humours very
much upon the Glandules in the Urethra, and then upon
the Glans and Preputinm, with a great Sorenefs on thofe
Parts, Itchings on the Scrotum, and that Swelling in the
Scrotum, and Uneafinels, which I before ﬂlewed and
Heating and Itching of my Thighs. One ThingI almoft
furgnt, and that is, I have fuch furring upon my Pr.fpmf,
betwixt the Glans and the Preputium, that if I did not
continually, about once a Week, cleanfe it, it would fo
fur up, that I could not get the Forefkin back on the
Nut : I have fomewhat to wafh it with, which I mix on
Purpofe. 'T'his Furring upon the Nut fmells rank, and
makes it very fore if I do not keep it clean ; and fince I
have left off this wicked Praflice, which I had left off
fome Time before I faw your Book, and have not been
guilty of voluntary SELF-PoLLuTION finge; but I
have fince been troubled with noéxrnal POLLUTIONS in
my Sleep, which I find does me Hurt, in bringing down
the Humours into thofe Parts, which I would not be guilty
of if I could help it ; and fometimes I have Emiffion of
Seed upon the Stool, but not very often: I cannot find
that my Zmpotency is for Want of Seed. 1 never had any
carnzl Knowledge of any Woman, as I muft give an Ac-
count to the Great Omniprefent and Omnifcient Gobp ;
which are weighty Words, if we do but nghtly canﬁder
of them as we fhould ; and could that excellent Advice
which a Rabbin gave l:c- his Pupil, Remember, faid he, an
Eye r:im* fees you, an Ear that hear's youy and a Hand that
: notes



[ 303 ]

aotzs down all you do 5 O what Creatures fhould we then
be ! for it is the Want of the ferious Thoughts of the All-
feeing Eye of God upon us that we live as we do; for
that would keep us in Awe, if we had the Fear of God
before our Eyes. I have often thought what Mercy
it is, where God hasgiven Perfons reftraining Grace in
their Youth, for they are liable to commit fuch Sins in
their Youth, which may ftick by them as a Blot as long
as they live ; which is only to be afcribed to the reftrain-
ing Grace of God, that they do not run into great Sins
with others, which Youth is fo prone to ; for Want of
which I do feverely fuffer, though I have Caufe to thank
God for his reftraining Grace, which hath made me to
differ from Thoufands, who kept me from open and pro-
fane Sins, exceptthis my luftful and wanton Temper. 1
often think of thofe Words of Feb, For thou write/? bitter
Things againft me, and maketh me to poffefs the Iniquities
of my Youth, Job xiii. 25. But all the Comfort I have
when I view mylfelf, concerning this Sin, is, thatI did it
ignorantly, for I never knew it wasa Sin until long after
I'had my Wound, asIfhewed before ; I have often wifh-
ed that I was one of thofe that were never guilty of it ;
but it is my fad deplorable Misfortune to be one of thofe
unhappy Perfons that have wounded myfelf by this Sin :
But I would let you know, that my Weaknefs is not al-
together by my following this wicked Practice, but taking
fuch Abundance of wretched Phyfic ; though I acknow-
ledge that it was the firft, as to fecond Caufes, of my Ail-
ment, though I did not follow it after I had that Sorenefs
upon my Forefkin ( as I before mentioned) as I had done
before; for I thought fometimes that this muft be the Caufe
of it, and then I fhould have Thoughts on the contrary,
as I hinted before. I hope, Sir, that you will acknow-
ledge, that Sins of Ignorance, I mean not Sins of wilful
Ignorance, is much lefs heinous, than when knowing it
a Sin, and yet to commit it: Pau/ faid of himfelf, 7was
a Blafphemer, and a Perfecutor, and an injurious Perfon,
yet I obtained Mercy, faith he, and why was it ! Becaufe
£ did it ignorantly. But, to my Sorrow and Shame I
committed it, after] had fome Knowledge that it was a
Sin ; but I was not yet convinced that it was a Sin, which
was about the ninetcenth Year of my Age, when I \{Flﬂs

guily
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guilty of it: Thad a Fear upon me that it was a Sin,
which made me fearch, as I mentioned before, when I
found it was a Sin, butI was not fenfible of the Heinouf-
nefs of it. One Thing I admire at is, that feeing it is
fuch a Sin, that Minifters fhould neglet fuch a great Duty,
as not to warn Perfons againft it, as well as other Sins ! [
have thought, fince Ifaw your Book, what they fhall have
to anfwer for the negle&ting the Warning of Perlons, when
they know it a Sin fo much prevailing, as well as other
Sins, and to let fo many poor Souls to live and die in this
Sin, and never warn them of it, and if they do, it is not
plain to underftand. You have put a great many People
into a Surprize by your excellent Book~ (as I think of it)
for fince I have had the Book, Ihave thewed fome of my
Acquaintance it, which put them into a farprizing Dul-
nefs, and faid to me, that they did not know that it
was a Sin ; though I knew it was a Sin, but was notas
yet convinced of the Heinoufnefs of it (as I faid before)
yet through the Luft of my FlefhIcommitted it afterwards,
which caufed a great Terror on my Mind, tho’ I firove,
and refolved againit it. I writ fome terrible Scripture on
a Piece of Paper, and wore it about my Neck, that when I
was tempted to commit this Sin, the Paper might put me
in Mind of the Sin to prevent me : The Saying of Fofeph
would often come into my Mind, How then can I do this
great Wickednefs and Sin againfi God?2 Gen. xxxix. g.
But I have refolved againft itnever to commititany more;
but being too bold with the Species of this Temptation,
which hath overcome me, would caufe me great Convic-
tion ; for of this Sin we are always in Danger of being
guilty of it, if we be not upon our Guard ; fo atlaft, when
I was guilty of it, though it was feldom, as three or four
Months or more betwixt, fometimes ; but every Time I
repeated the A&tmy Sin wasthegreater, fo wasmy Terror;
for when I did commit it, I thoughtI could not hardly
call it voluntary, becaufe, through the violent Hurry of
Temptation, being of a hot Temperament, and full of
Secd, it has come when 1 did not defign to have done it,
neither have I had any Pleafure in the A¢t 3 for as foonas
I found it would come, O the piercing T houghts that would
‘come into my Mind ! and then I fhould think with my-
214y O what Terrors dol feel ! and think with m;{*}ll'elf,] c'ir
ou
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fhould never be guilty of it more ; and I have oone cut
i the Fields, and mourned to think that I thould oftend
my Creator in this Manner, and would reflect upon my-
felf to think of my Folly to fin againft God with this
Sin, which I thought was but a fmall one ; nd would
think with myfelf, that I have done that To-day which I
could never make Satisfaction for, though I could weep
Rivers of Tears ; and the Saying of Feremiab would come
mto my Mind, Thine swn IWickednefs fhall correé? thee,
and thy Backflidings fhall reprove thee, Jer.ii. 19. Know
therefore, and fee, thatit is an evil and bitter Thing ;
though I was refolved againitit, yet I was inthe Way of
Temptation, or tempting the Tempter by fome little
Actions, and handling thofe Parts ; and I 1hould have
been guilty of it until now, if T had not faw all the Species
of this Sin ; but I had fo conquered my Lt by the Grace
of God ftrengthening me, fome confiderable T'ime before’
I faw your Boak, fo 2s not to be guilty of voluntary SEL¥-
PorLLuTiow fince. T am now in the twenty-firft Year
of my Aze, and I do beg of (God to keep me from ever
oftending him by this Sin, and all other Sins; and that if
it pleafe God to fpare my Life, I defireto give up myfelf
to a holy felf-denying Life, and live to his Honour and
Glory, as I ought to do, as the Duty of a Creature to his
Creator : For I acknowledee my Tranfereffion, and [1 defire
to have] my Sins ever before me ; and to be putting up this
excellent Petition of the Plalmift, Remember [O Lorb]
not the Sins of my Youth, nor my [former] Tranfereffions.
I would not have troubled you with {uch a long Defcrip-
tion of my Cafe, butthat I thought I thould not tell how
to acquaint you with my many Weaknefles by Word of
Mouth, 1 pray, Sir, confider of my Conditian, and fce
whether you can do me any Good. Iam

¢ Your Obliged (though Unknown)
¢« Afficted Servant,

« Incegnito.”

R ¥ Tf?



[ 406 ]

DOLABSNALIBGIBOBOBELLD

To Mr. CorRBETT the Bookfeller who fells the
ONANIA.

'L SIR,

‘ OT knowing the Author, but underftanding you

are the Printer of the Book intituled ONANiAa,
or, The $in of SeLF-PorLuTIoN 3 and I being an Of-
fender in that Kind, and fmarted for my Folly, I thought
it my, ’but}' to make a Difcovery of the Heinoufnefs of that
Sipr'; andto let you knowhow much T haveexperienced the
Anger and Hatred which the Almighty bears towards it ;
that the Child yet unborn may be forewarned to avoid that
Sin, and confequently the Punifhment that attends it. And
firft, it will not be amifs to fet down thofe Bleflings which
Thaveenjoyed, before Iwasdrawntocommit this deteftable
Sin. As firft, I had a ftrong healthful Body, free from al]
Impediments, fo that I had no Caufeto complain; a firm
Contftitution, fo that I was unacquainted with Sicknefs ;
fuch a regular Appetite, that it was eafy for me to be tem-
perate, with many other Endowments, both of Body and
Mind, too tedious to mention here ; which all foon vanifh-
ed like Smoke, when the Devil had drawn me to commit
this Sin ; a Sin fo unnatural, that Man would notcommit,
were he not tempted to it by the Devil : For, when I was
fifteen Years of Age, I lay under great Temptations to
commit this Sin, but it could not be effected at that Age ;
{o the Temptation left me till T was cighteen Years of Age,
and then came upon me as ftrongly as before, but was not
cffeCted then; fo it left me till I was in the twentieth Year
of my Age, and then was overcome by the Temptation :
How I was overcome I am not willing to fet down, the
Hatefulnefs of it is fuch, that I do, in a Manpner, abhor
myfelf for it ; but certainly it is a Sin of the Devil’s in-
venting ; for if it proceeded only from the Luft of the
Fleth, why might not a Man have an Inclination to com-
mit it at one T 1me as well as another, provided he was in
Health all the While ? Sohavinglearned the Way of com-

: mitting
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mitting it, [ prallifed it daily, all that Year, till I wasin

the one-and-twenticth Year of my Age, and then did the

Lord afflict me with a fore Sicknefs ; but recovering my
Health again, I followed that wicked Courfe that Year,

towards the latter End of which I was affli¢ted with a
Swelling in my Secret Parts ; but recovering again, I ftill
purfued the old wicked Courfe, and my Appetite being
grown fo unruly, that I could not forbear eating more at
a Meal than did me good, fo that I had a continual War
with myfelf ; this abominable Pratice caufed me to look
lean and thin, and yet I had a great Defire to look fat :
Before I committed this Sin I had not fuch Thoughts in
my Head, but by thefe two Contraries I was the more
exceedingly tormented.  Being in the two-and-twentieth
Year of my Age, and ftill taking no Warning, the Lord
affli¢ted me with a Fever, and brought me down to the
Brink of the (Grave, and fhewed me the infernal Pit ; for
I was fo very bad, that I thought I fhould not have lived
all one Night, and I looked to be with the Devils every
Moment which did {o horribly affright me, that I can-
not exprefs the Amaze I was in; then did I beg and pray
for Mercy, promifing to lead agodly Life if it would pleafe
the Lord to reftore me to my %Iea th again; and, ina
fhort Time, my Feyer abated, and, in the End, turned
to an Ague, which I got Cure for; fo for a while I re-
frained the former abominable Praétice ; but it was not
long before the Devil drew me to commit it again ; and,
to make me fenfible of the Sin, the Lord caufed my old
Diftemper to return upon me in a few Hours after the
committing of it, {o that I was fenfible the Hand of the
Lord was againft me for that Sin; but, recovering my
Health again I thought I would refrain the wicked Courfe,
but the Grace of God was fodecayed in my Soul, and the
Devil had got fuch Power over me that I could net with-~
ftand his Af[‘ault_s, though whenever I committed this Sin,
my Heart weould be heavy and forrowful, which of itlelf
was enough to make me refrain the Prattice, but at laft
my Enemy madethis forrowful Heavinefs a Means to draw
me to commit this Sin ; for being in forrowful Heayinefs
as | fat by the Fire, the Devil put it in my Mind ta com-
mit this Sin; with that I rofe up, and went ito a Barn,
where I committed this Sin ; but, as I entered the Barn

there darted into my Mind this Thought, that there was
Rra RO
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ne Spirits there, fo that I might fecurely commis this Sin
but the Devil, who ever promifes great hafct} where there
1s the ﬂrearef’c Danger, deceived me, for that very Mo-
ment that I committed this Sin, there feemed to me as if
fomething fell from above down upon me ; 1t was not of
Weisht or Subftance, for I perceived it then only by my
Eyes, which, from the Time, were weak and dim, tho’
I was not twenty-three Years of Age, yet they mizht have
been ftronger at Threefcore had I lived avirtuous Life ; but
this was not all my Punifhment, for I got fuch a tu:rnhle
Cold which could not be removed by the Doétor’s Skill,
but fettled down upon my Lungs, whu:h caufed me to
confume and wafte away ; this was in 1735 ; from which
T'ime none knows *what I have gone through, neither is
it in my Power to exprefs, forall my Body was diforder-
ed, having violent Pains in my Head and Breaft, and fo
coftive in my Bodv, thatl fcarce could go to the Ground,
and vet fuch an infatiable Appetite, that I could net uf'-..
Moderation, tho’ I thought it would be for my Eafe : But
what exceeded all the Pains of my Body was, the Pain of
my Mind, for now I theught I fhou?d die a lingering
Death of a Confunption ; “and remembring the Health,
Strength, and Agility of Budy., which I once enjoyed, and
knowmg at the lame Time, that F had been the Inftru-
ment of my Mifery, and feeing all the Pleafure and Com-
forts of this Life were cone, it put me upon Thoughts of
fecking after a better Life after this was ended : But this
inereafed my Mifery ; for, when I came to dive into Di-
vinity, I faw fo much Sin and Filthinefs in my paft Life,
which drove me into Defpair, the Devil being then as bufy
to drive me to Defpair, as he had been to tempt me to
Sin 3 and I having my Death in View could not lie idle,
fo 1 firove what I could to repent of my wicked Life ;
but, alas ! what can a Man do, when the Spirit of the
I.ord has forfaken him ? For do what I could, Icnuld not
Bear up under the Burden of my Sins, for | had not Faith to
believe my Sins fhould be forgiven me; but not ri zhtly un-
derftanding the Nature of Rthmn, I tlmught the Exter-
nals of it might be a Furtherance of my Salvation, fo I
frequented the Church, and took orcat Delight to hear
Sermons, elpecially thofe that promiled Forgivenefs to re-
pemting Sianers, o I was now as fober as any, feemed
to
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to be as religious as moft; but my Repentance did not pro-
ceed from an honeft and good Heart, but from the Fear of
Punithment : But this World, which fees not the Heart
of Man, was deceived in me ; for I was taken Notice of
by fome Perfons, who, as [ think, were truly religious,
and they perfuaded me to receive the Holy Sacrament;
but, alas! how unfit was I for fuch an heavenly Banquet,
wanting thofe fit Qualifications which would have render-
ed me a worthy Receiver : However, I prefumed, from
Time to Time, to go to the Lord’s Table, till the Year
1738, in which Year fuch a dreadful Judgment fell upor
me, which quite drove me from God and his Service :
What that Judgment was [ am not willing, for feveral
Reafons, tofet down; for if I thould, few or none would
believe it, becaufe it is not vifible to the Eye of Senfe :
For whereas my Sins have been committed againft God
Almighty, and the World fawnotmy Sin, fo God Almighty
punilﬁcs me, and the World fees not my Punifhment; my
Defire is, that all they that fhall happen to read thefe
Lines may take Warning by this my Fall, and prefume
not to go to the Lord’s Table without due Preparation :
About the Time that this Judgment fell upen me, I heard
a Sermon, the Text was taken out of the xixth Chapter of
St. Luke, g1ftand 42d Verfes, where it is faid of Chrift’s
riding to Ferufalem, ‘That when he drew nigh unto the
City, be beheld it, and wept over ity faying, Hadfl thow
but knswn, even thou, at leaft in this thy Day, the Things
that belong ts thy Peace, but nsw they are bid from thine
Eyes : From whence the Minifter made it appear, that
there was a Day of Grace, in which all Men might make
themfelves happy if they pleafed : Secondly, That that
Day of Grace could not be continued during our good
Pleafure ; Thirdly, That we might play it away, and
beyond which there remained no further Hopes of Mercy :
Fourthly, That God Almighty was fo far from delight-
ing in the Ruin and Deflru&tion of finful Men, that he
even lamented him when he had made himfelf uncapable
of his Mercy : Fifthly, He mentioned a Lift of thofe Sins
which drew down thefe heavy Judgments of God Almighty
upon Men. Had thefe Sermons been made upon my Ac-
count, and been preached to none but me, it could not-
have come nearer to the State and Condition of my Soul

then it did; for it difcovered thofe Methods God Almighty
com-
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commonly ufes with the Sons of Men, beforehe givesthem
up to a reprobate Mind, and being very {enfible how good
and gracious (God had been to me, in warning me to avoid
thofe Judgments that were ready to fall upon me : How
did this torment my Soul to think, that, by my own
Wickednefs, I had caft myfelf out of the Favour of him
that would fain have faved me, and made myfelf a Slave
tothe Devil, whohates and abhorsall Mankind, and makes
it his whole Bufinefs to work their Ruin and Deftru&ion :
Perhaps fome young and ignorant Perfons may wonder
how the Devil doth all this, for I confefs, I once did won-
der at it myfelf, not knowing how the evil Spirits thould
tempt Man to Sin, becaufe I thought they were confined
to that infernal Den called Hell, but now I know that
they hover in the Air, and have Accefs to Man, to fuggeft
into his Mind wicked Thoughts ; but where the Grace of
God abounds, they cannot there prevail; for it is no Sin
to be tempted, provided Man yields not to the Tempta-
tion ; and the only Way is, to pray to God for Grace,
for I do verily belicve, had I made my Supplication and
Prayers to God as I ought to have done, the Devil had
never found out a Way to have brought me to commit the
fore-cited deteftable Sin ; butl believe that what Divines
do fay is true, That a prayerle/s Perfon foon becomes a
gracelefs Perfon ; and, furely, no Sinis more deftructive
to Divine Grace than the Sin of Skrr-PorruTion,
which cries aloud to Heaven for Vengeance upon the Head
of the Offender, for it is a Kind of Murder, for by that
Sin we deftroy Generation, and that would as fain come
into Being, as we ourfelves would live that are in Being :
It is a Sin that can never be exclaimed againft enough ;
and I think the Author is worthy of Commendation for
publifhing {uch a Book as the Advertifement thews it to
be, for I have not yet feen the Book, only I underftand
there is fuch a one fet forth : But I think if it could have
been afforded cheaper, it might have fooner found Ac-
ceptance among the Commonzlty, amongft whomthis Sin
ftrangely abounds. 1 defire that what I have faid may find
a Place in the latter End of the Author’s Book ; if what
I have written be not fo well compated as it ought, a
better Compiler may alter as he thinks fit; but I defire
the Senfe and Meaning of it may be retained, becaufe it

1s T'ruth, and ne more than what I have experienced ;
and
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and my humble Defire is, that all pious and good Chriftians
may commiferate my Candition, and remember me in
their Prayers, imploring the Lord to have Mercy upon
me, and to deliver me from that dreadful Judgment

which I labour under.

““ March the 20th, 1732-3.”

I G CRYBAY BH AN R R oy S ()

To the Authorof ONANITA.

WorTHy SIR, O&. 5, 1735. E— i Scotland.

] T has been my Fortune to have bad the reading of your
Difcourfe againf? that wvile Praitice of SEL¥-PoLLU-
TION, which I myfelf have notorioufly been guilty of, and
Jor all I can ever do ﬁg‘.—:‘!.;% the Thoughts of 1t, they flill
will not be kept under 5 though I muft confefs, that if I had
not read your Difcourfe, I could not bave left it, or con=
quered myfelf (o foon, nor indecd was I fenfible of the Fault ;
and I do belicve that none are free from all Thoughts to
proveke them to it when they are young, and from a ratu-
ral Inflinét of Nature are always aiming at [umething that
Way. Now, tobe fhorty, 1 fhall come nearer the End of
my Defign in writing to you : 1 have been [o perplexed to
Juch a Degree with thinking of my baving been [ notsrious
mn this finful Acition, that I have almo/! defpaired of feeking
Pardon at Abnighty God’s Hand of Mercies 5 for though I
have faid conquered myfelf, yet I am in Danger every Niglht,
that I fhould do it as I have beretofore, for in my Sleep I
have done it unknown to myfelf till I bave waked : But at
firft when I had read your Baok, Ilooked into the Matter
over and often again, but at a Time when I had had no
Exercife in Walking, and prompted to it fo prodigioufly,

that it would be my Mafler in fpite of all I was able to dag
If.'ﬂﬁg
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thongh at the fame Time I did not think any Ways of any
Thing filthy on any Perfon. I am not injured as to Health,
though 1 believe I am not balf [o firong and vigorous as if
I had not done it 5 my Memory is not fo good as i1t might
have beeny, and I am fometimes almofl melancholy for want
ﬂjf Spr'rf.fs, ar the Tirfﬂg I have loft 5 ta".rﬂ:-.f;gf.? J‘E‘fﬂn‘ng{}' I am
as well, to every one’s Thinking, as one that never was af-
fected aith the Aétion, I wonld wwilimgly take any Thing
that would prevent me from falling inte 1ty which I am in
Danger of always. The Tinture you have mentioned [would
kave, and all the refl of the Things 3 but then it would
prompt me to it more, and { cannoty nor heve nat, Oppor-
Zunity to exercife it to da me geod enoughy [o that wnlefs you
can advife me about it in fome other Way, I know not what
20 do. I bave ufed all #he Means to fubdue it, avd yct it
will be the flronge/l for all that 5 for [have forfaken Meat
Dicty, and all ftrong Suppers, twt Iam a Lover of Pota-
tsesy and eat them for Supper often. 1 do affure you, Sir,
that I have no lefs than fix Times a Day prayed to dlmighty
God for his Affiftance to deliver me frem ity and I find my-
Jelf vaftly better fmce I have made fuch earneft Defives, but
Stll I am very weak 1n the Refiftance of this harrid Crime
and this is the laft that I thought ts do, to apply to you :
{f you pleafe to advife me in this Cafey, I defire you to let
it not be for want of your Fee 5 for though 1 aninot fo able
as I may be, pray accept of what 1 fhall fend you after you
Jend me what you think proper 5 and if tomy Benefity I fhall
make a Shift to find you out in London, and be better ac-
quainted with you, and alfo make more Retaliation for your
gaod Service already done to the Publicy whichy 1 tlink,
will never be able to make you a fufficient Return,  IWith
Zbants of Gratitude, I am,

Goobp S IR,
Your moft Obliged

Humble Servant,

E M=
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D IRECT tomeas I have fubferibed : To be left at
Mr. A— s Bookfeller in N y till called for. I
bave ordered this 1o be given in at the Poft Town, or at
M —in N —. My Bufinefs is chiefly [tudying.
I am twenty Years old, and am generally of a cold Confti-
tution, unlefs in Summer. 1 would willingly /?:ffﬂu your
Advice in marrying, but am not difpefed that IWay as yet.
d fhall be at London foon, or in the Spring. I hope you
will be as fecret in this Bufinefs as poffible, and I will be
as grateful to you for [o muck Pains,

LR 1 R SR LIS ) SN SEITE e SE SBEN
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T H E following Letter is from the fame Perfon who fent
that in Pages 296, 297, 298, giving an Account.of the
Efteéts of the Medicines I had before fent him.

To the ingenious AU TH OR of the Bogk
intituled, O N ANIA. Thefe.

SIR, London, O&. 13, 1735.

] H AV E now almoft made an End of taking thofe Me-
dicines which you ordered me, and I find they have pre=

vented thofe Emilfions,

A 8 to the other Imbecilities, Ido not find any great Al-
2erations in me for the better 5 though, perbaps, that may
proceed from my Ignorance : But, bowever, I muft do you
that Fuflice to fay, that they bave been of gosd Service
1o me.

I HAVE very punétually obferved your Diretims in
taking them, except Yeflerday, when I was obliged to omit
the Drops in the Afternoon, upon Account of my being from

S{
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themfelves, and the terrible Judgments impending over
their Heads,and ready to be executed on them everyMo-
ment of their Lives : Were all to meet with the fame un-
happy Fate as Onan did (who in all Probability, was the
original Tranfactor of this Sin) I am inclinable to think
this World would foon be reduced to its primitive Chass.
Therefore a Book wrote in Oppofitionto a Vice fo fla-
grant, and yet fo common amongft us, deferves an univer-
{al Efteem, and belpeaks the Author a Man of fingular
Integrity, and one truly follicitous for the Promotion of
Virtue in this wicked vnd degenerate Age.

«“ ICOULD, with Abundance of Pleafure, expa-
tiate upon the Ufefulnefs of your compendious Trfag/:'{},
but would by no means intrude upon thofe happy Mi-
nutes of yours, which are, beyond all Difpute, daily em-
E‘lﬂ}'ed in doing benevolent Aéts of Kindnefs to others :

or which Reafon I think myfelf obliged to defift from
fuch an Undertaking, and fhall now proceed to lay be-
fore you a true State of my own miferable Cafe, in as
concife a Manner as the Nature of the Thing will ad-

mit of,

¢« KNOW then, moft ingenious Sir, that I am 2z
Youth of nineteen Years of Age, who have, to my great
Shame and Confufion, for the Space of five annual Re-
volutions, more or lefs, addiCted myfelf to that odious
Practice of Maflurbation, which being attended with a
plealing Titillation, I purfued the more vigouroufly, com-
mitting it frequently every Day, and feldom omitting it
longer than two or three Months, During which Time I
cannot {ay I found any great Diforders upon me till about
the firft Day of Fanuarylaft, whenI began to have a vio-
lent and exceflive G/eet, which increafed more and more
upon me for fifteen Days, and then abated. While this
Diftemper ‘was raging, I had occafionto make Water eve-
ry Hour in the Day : The Quantity was fmall, and came
forth with fuch exquifite Pain, that one would imagine
Pins and Necdles, if it were poflible, were forcing their
Woay along with it. After the Voidation of Urine, which

feemed te be pretty much fomented, there followed a Se}
&3 ' ' mina
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minal Emiffion, as T take it to be, by the Contamination
of my Linnen : For if I fhifted myfelfin the Morning the
ﬁrcater Part of the Fore-flap of my Shirt by Night was

ained and vitiated by the immenfe Ranning that came
from me. I laboured about a Fortnight under this teriible
Afflictton, after the Expiration of which I found my Pain
gradually decreafe, and could make Water much more
eafily than before ; the Running is likewile much exte-
nuated ; but the Courfe of Nature is ftill accompanied
with a radical Moifture, which, I believe, cannot be pre-
vented without the Application of proper Remedies. I
have other Complaints befides this of a much longer
ftanding, which I fhould have never imputed to my finful
Habituation, had not the like Inftances occurred to me in
the Perufal of your Book.

“ I AM perplexed with frequent aching Pains, Diz-
zinefles and Noifes in my Head, the latter of which is fel-
dom perceptible but whenI liedown: If I amever fo
much inclinable to read or write, I begin to be tired and
ftupified ; and if I read aloud for any confiderable Time
my Mouth is thirfty, and my Head {eems to be confufed.
Sometimes I have inward Tremblings and Palpitations 3
fometimes a Chillne(s feizes me, and pafles through every
Part of my Body, and if I lean upon any Place my Arms
are prefently benumbed, and feel as if they had no vital
Warmth left in them : But what flill enhances my Guief
is this, kmagining it to be an antecedent Sign of a Con-
fumption, I have an ugly Rifing in my Throat, which.,
when I hawk up, appears to be a thick phlegmy Sori of
Spittle. The repcated Commifions of this deteftable Prac-
tice has certainly prevented my Growth, and not only fo,
but has tended very much to the Diminution of the Sper-
matic Parts ; though as to my Growth 1 have often flat-
tered myfelf that it is natural, my Parents being both of
a fmall Stature when living. I thank Geod, I do not find
my Memery is in the leaft impaired, butam frequently
troubled with Lownef(s of Spirits, which makes me uniit
for Converfation. My Slecp is generally found, and lel-
dom difturbed with Dreams; and I do not remember that

I ever had any involuntary Emiffions of Sced in the Night-
time.
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timé. I commonly have a good Appetite for my Break-
faft and Dinner, but very rarely for Supper: My ufual
Breakfaft is Green Tea, and hot Rall and Butter, and
my Dinner Butcher’s Meat of che Sort or other. T give
you an Account 6f my Diet, that I may be the bet-
ter informed whether it will be repugnant to the Means
of my Cure.

«« HAVING now given you a true Account of my
deplorable Condition, I queftion not by that, by this
Time, you are able to form a right Judgment of it, and
are thoroughly convinced of the indifpenfible Neceflity 1
lie under for your Advice. Thercfore 1 moft earneftly
beg and intreat you, for God’s Sake, to let me have your
Anfwer by Saturday Morning, direéted for 7 R .
at which Time I will call at the Bookfeller's for it. I
thall very readily fubmit to your Prefcriptions, being de-
termined to obferve whatever you think will be iuftru-
mental to the Reftitution of thofe Sezninal “Fuices which I
have to unhappily deprived myfelf of.  Be pleafed to fig-
nify in your Anfwer, if Walking is any-ways prejudicial
to me; for I go frequently Abroad about Bufinefs for a
Friend of mine, who is beftowing upon me an Education
in a commendable Science, and with whom I fhall con-
tinue to live, till [am in a Capacity of procuringmy own
Maintenance. I have fent you inclofed Half a Guinea,
and hope that the Smallnefs of your Fee will not make
me a lefs Objet of Pity ; for I do aflure you I would,
with all Chearfulnefs, be more generous, did but my pre-
fent Circumftances enable me fo to be : And if there are
peculiar Bleflings referved for good Men (which isa Truth
Chriftians are infallibly aflured of) I doubt not but that
Deficiencies of this Nature will be made up with a2 more
valuable Compenfation than Mortality is able to beftow.
It only remains that I once more intreat you (if ever
you were moved to pity a poor repenting Unan) ferioufly
to confider my melancholy Cafe, ‘and hope that that dif-
fufive Goodnefs, fo experimentally confpicuous in you,
will be now extended towards me in the fame compaffio-
nate Degree, as it hath been to other unhappy Youths of

' this
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this Nat‘mn, who have invclved themfelves in the like
difmal Extremity. I am,

« Worthy S I R,
" I'm-r ??flj’ﬂ Humble Servant »
T R -

“IF you think it neceflary to fee me, I will wait

upon you at what Time and Place foever you fhall be
pleafed to appoint.”

O O T T O o P O

Juft as this Supplement was (as it were) printed off, the
following Letter, from a young Lady, was left for me
at the Bookfeller's, which, for the }%’urticu]arit}r of the
Cafe, and Ingenuity of the Writer, I thought I could
do no lefs than make Room for.

To the commendable Author of OnaN1A.

SIR, O&. 16, 1735.

H IS8 Letter comes from a young Female Creature, but
£ an old Tranfgreffor in the Pratiijz of that filthy Pla-
Jure which you have fo jujtly exploded and condemned in your
ingenious Book of ONANIA, which I bappily met with abone
ten Days ago: But in all the Cafes therein enumeratedy
there is not one that is parallel to mine, which, as my Wel-
fare requives ity I mufl be obliged to relatey and is what I
queftion, Siry whether you have ever once met with: Now
could [ tell ity though, at the fame Time, I blefs the Op=
portunity, but that I am fure you no more know the Writer
of ity nor ever will, than I know the Author of ONANIA,
or defire it. I began, Sir, the Folly at eleven Yearso
Aee 5 was taught it by my Mother’s Chamber-Maidy, who

lay
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lay with sme from that Time all along till now, which is
Jull feven Years, and fo intimate were we in the Sin, thgt
we took all Opportunities of committing ity and invented all
the Ways we were capable of to beighten the Titillation,
.and gratify our finful Lufls the morc, as being prompted to
2t by Anitotle’s faying, That I omen might procure to them-
Sfelves, cum Digitis, vel aliis Inftrumentis, a Senfation,
non multo minor Coitu Voluptas, W%, in fhort, fhame-
Fully pleafured one another, as well as each ourfelves 5 lut
whether by the hard Ufage of my Parts by her, or myfelf,
or bothy or whether from any Thing.in Nature more in my
Matke than ts cuflomary to the Sex Ido not knoww 3 but, for
above balf a Year paft I bhave had a Swelling that thruf
out frwu‘my Body, as big, and alneft as bard, and as ling
or longer, than my Thumb, which inclines me to exceffive
lufiful Defires, and from it there iffues a Moifture or Slip-
parinefs, to that Degree, that d am almoft continually
wety, and fometimes have fuch a forcing, as if fomething
of a large Subflance was coming from me, which greatly
Jrightens both me and my Maid. - She went to a Midwife
about it, but did not, fhe fays, tell her of our Prallice ;
the Midwife faid it was a bearing down of the Womb by
HWeaknefs, and told her what I fhould do, which I did, but
s no Purpofe. Ever fince Ibave been fo, I have not bad
the Courfe of Nature, have agreat Pain in my Back, and
my Belly is fwelled 5 am not near fo flrong as I was, my
Countenance much palery Appetite lefs, yet an.utter Stran-
ger (I aver) to your Sex. It has almsfl diftraiied me,
and unfits me for amy Learning, and am qﬁ*m'd I am fo
burt, as that it cannot be remedied. O ! that I fhould ke
Jo wicked; 1, who had a much nobler Education (and
hould know better ) than is comman to moft of my Sex 3 that
am verfed in the Clafficks, and defigned by my Friends,
why ave very rich, for fomething above the common Sta-
tion of my Sex; I fay, that I fbould fo filthily deﬁcg} ny=
felfy wrong my Bodyy and, which 1s worfe, my Soul, is
Jurprifing even to myfelf. Had 1 rcad more the BIBL.E_,
and other godly Baoks,” and lefs in Martial, Juvenal, Ovid,
&e. it had been Letter for me 5 but thafe Books, Rocyetter,
Ariftode, and Plays, at firft debauched my filly Fancy. But
I bopey as now both myfelf and Maid bave, on confults
ing your curious Difeourfe of SELF-PQLLUTION, ;ﬁﬂn‘;
: gng
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doned the Praélice, and refolved, through God's Grace, to
commit it mno mere, we /})/;;'ﬂ'_ﬁmf Pardon, and my infirm
Body, from your Hands, good Sir, Reltef. She ails no-
thing, is a firong Wench of twenty-[even, myfelf of a tender
Mate, and naturally inclined to be weakly, and but ju?
turned of Eighteen. I have with this fent you a Guinea
£ee, and defire your cordial Advice what I had beff to de,
and your Opinion of my Cafe, fealed up [fafely, direcled for
Mrs. E.N. and I will fend for it To-morrow Morning, at
the Bookfeller’s where this i5 left; and, Siry I muft needs
defive you to fend me this Letter back, that I may have the
Satisfaction of committing it to the Flames myfelf. Accord-
g to your dnfwer you fhall hear further from,

e T R,
Your ever Obliged, and
Mqft Obedient, Humble Servant,

"E. N,
N OT Sir, but you may copy my Letter firft, and, if you,

think it worth while, print it alfo in your next Edition, as
a Caution to others; but would not that my Hand be feen by
any befides yourfelf, the Circumfiance of the Relation, fa
as not to be known it is mey L having taken great Gare of,
and guarded againft, '

THIS young Lady’s Cafe, through the Height of her
Luft,and Force and Frequency of hbuEn herfelf, and pro-
bably the unnatural Propendance of t:hu=:gl:"art1l is no more,
according to the Account fhe gives, than a Relaxation of
the Clitoris, a Thing common to many of the Sex, both
fingle and married, who are vi%ﬂrnus and lafcivious, and
have given themfelves to the Praétice of SELF-PoLLu-
TION for any Time. In fome Women it extends it-
felf, and is enlarged when inflated, to the exat Likenefs
and Size of a human Penis eret, except that it has Per-
foration (though it really looks, by the natural Impreflion
at the End, as if there was a Paflage) noris altogether fo

2% long,
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long, but yet it erects and falls as that does, in Propor-
tion to the Venereal Delire or Inclinations of the Woman.
I have had, in my Time, one or two under this Circum-
ftance, by the fame Practice, for Cure, who, upon their
living afterwards chafte, and ufing fome aftringent Fo-
ments, and a few Internals, to regulate their inordinate
and enraged Venereal Defires, have been brought to Rights,
and the Parts reftored to their priftine, natural State and
Condition. It was the like Cafe of this Lady’s that gave
Rife to the Report of the two Nuns at Rosme, having chan-
ed their Sex, and whieh had made fuch a Noife in that
City, that the Pope, upon hearing cf it, gave Orders for
their being infpected by fome Cardinals, Dr. Carr,in his
Medicinal Epiftles, tranflated by Dr. Quincy, has, in his
Anfwer to a Letter fent him by a Divine, upon the Sub-
jeét of it, wrote his Opinion at large ; which, as it may
confirm mine in relation to the aforefaid Lady’s Cafe,
and be of fome Ufe both to Praétitioners and Patients, I
fhall not think much to tranfcribe it, and give to the
Reader verbatim. It is his 16th Epiftle, intituled, Con-
cerning two Nuns veported to have changed their Sex.

« O 7 R’
<t I SHO UL D blufh perhaps, from too much Mo-
defty (notwithftanding your Commands) to con-
cern myfelf in a Story that is not a very chafte one, had not
a Profeflor of Divinity given it to the World in Print, and
a College of Cardina{; inquired into it. This gives me
fome Aflurance, and guards me from any Imputations of
Indecency : I fhall not therefore write any Thing out of
Wantonnefs, oromit any Thing material upon the Ac-
count of Modeity. X

« I'T is an Unhappinefs that you have fixed upon me
to account for fo wonderful a Phenomenon in Nature.
You would have greatly obliged the learned World, had
vou prevailed with the Honourable Mr. Boyle, who is a
finithed Philofopher, to have undertaken this Work ; tho’
I am not indeed without Hopes, that, asfoon as this ftrange
Story is related to him, he will think it worth his fkilful
ln‘?uiry ; for fuch is his confummate Learning, and, which
wi

| be to his eternal Honour, fuch are his -Inclinations
ik to

]
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to inftruct others, that he will be provoked not to fuff:r
fuch an extraordinary Cafe to elcape the Noticz of the

ableft Philofopher.

¢ YOU acquaint me in your Letter, that it is reported
at Rome, that two Nunsin a Monaftery were changed in
fuch a Manner, as to be fufpe€ted of /irility. Upon the
Increafe of fuch a Report that it came to the Pope’s Ears,
who, upon fuch an extraordinary Occafion, ordered fome
Cardinals to inquire into the Truth of it : That, after
their Search, they affirmed, thatthe Nuns were grown in
fuch a Manner, as to have changed their Sex ; in Tefti-
mony of which, you fay, the Cardinals commanded them
to be expelled the Monaftery, and that, at that Time,
they had changed their Drels, and took upon them the
Employs of Men. -

“ JWONIDER what could induce his Holinefs to
commit the Infpetion of that Affair to his Cardinals, who
are no Ways converfant in the Difference of Sexes. It is
true indeed, that the Reputation of their Integrity would
preveat all Manner of Sufpicion as to their Report ; but
yet their unfpotted Chaftity, joined with Shame and Mo-
defty, could never fuffer them to make fuch a nice Inquiry
as the Nature of fuch a Thing demanded.,

¢«« PERSON S who read this Account may, perhaps,
be divided into different Opinions, and both of them
wrong.

¢¢ SOME, who have a Confidence in the Integrity
of the Cardinals, may not, upon that Account, disbelieve
it ; but, as it exceeds the wonted Bounds of Nature, take
it for a Miracle.

<« OTHERS may wholly difbelieve it, as it fo far
exceeds the Reach of Nature, that, as Miracles are ceafed,
it muft be impoffible ; and as they are under no Obliga-
tions to believe Impoffibilities, fo they will not belicve:
that.

Tta2 « 1
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¢« I WOULD, Sir, fatisfy both thefe Kinds of Rea-
ders, and by you, I doubt not, in fuch Intricacies, it will
be well taken, that I have endeavoured to do my beft :
Theone, that the Excurflion of Nature, which vou call
a Change of Sex, is no Ways to be accounted an Impof-
fibility, from the Strutture of the Parts of Generation ;
and the other, that fuch a wonderful Phenomensn does not
exceed the Bounds of Nature, nor is it fo in frequent as to
deferve to be reckoned a Miracle. He muft be a Stranger
to the Power of Nature, who thinks fthe cannot fome-
times do what fhe thinks not fit to do often.

c«« WHOSOEVER thinks that thofe two Nwns have
changed their Sex 15 under a hhimkc ; all that gives any
Ground for fuch an Opintan 1s, the uncommon Increale
of the Clitoris, which, as it is ufed to frequent Irritations,
thrufts out and enlarges its Dimenfions, not unlike to a

human Penis.

¢« T AM unwilling to be fo cenforious with relation to
thele Nuns, who profefs a feverer Way of Living, anda
more conftant Attendance at their Devotions, as to fulpeét
their Lafcivioufnefs fhould prompt them to an unufual
Exercife of thofe Parts, by which they might increafe
their Bulk, according to Martial,

€ Mentiturque virum prodigiofa Venus,

becaule there are Inftances of the fame in Infants them-
{elves, who cannot be fuppofed guilty of fuch wanton

Praﬂmcs.

<« NOR can I be of Opinion, that thefe Perfons were
Men from the firft; becaufe if they had counterfeited
their Habits to fatisfy their Lufts in fuch a Place, there
would have happened fome Difcoveries of it, which there
has not done, and therefore no fuch Thing ought to be
fufpected. Befides, fucha Conjeéture cannot take place,
'when we confider that their Breafts are like thofe of other
anen, and were fo at their Admiffion into the Convent,

and contmue fo fHill,

“ THE
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<« THE inquifitive Regnerus de Grazf, in his Book of
the Female Organs, upon that Head, De Clitoride, takes
Notice of the Clitaris of an Infant to come o near the
Member of Virility in the other Sex, as to deccive the
Nurfe, and the other more fkilful Goflips, who took it for
a Male Child, and, in its Baptifm, named it accordingly ;
and that the Miftake was not deteéted till after its Death,
upon an accurate Diffetion of the Body, of which the
fame Author gives an Account,

“¢ The Clitoris, in fome adult Perfons, is feen to han
out beyond the Labie, or the Openings of the Thighs,
There is a Diftemper called Furor Uterinus, which fome-
times arifes from this Caufe, that in Walking, or other
Exercife, the Clitorisis rubbed by the Cloaths, and excites
fuch extravagant Defires as puts them out of all Shame
and Modefty, and ftimulates them with a Degree of Mad~
nefs to Venereal Embraces.

¢ THIS uncommon Growth of the Clitoris is fo fre-
quent in fome Eaftern Countries, that the moft {kilful Sur-
geons have found out a Method of amputing it, and to
take it away from Perfons about to marry, left it thould
be a Hindrance in Coition.

¢ NOR is the Reafon of fuch a Growth very difficult
to be affigned.

¢« 1. BECAUSE the Fury of Luft wonderfully diftends
the Nerves and Arteries, and particularly, above any other
Parts, blowsup'thofe Organs with Spirits and Heat. Upon
Cuition, real or imaginary, thofe of a Man are blown up
and extended, by a plentiful Influx of Blood and animal
Spirits from the Titillation which attends it, as if Nature
was prodigal in her Cars for a Supply of thofe Parts.

¢ 2, THE Cavity of the Part wherein it is fituated
(as if it were not to be confined to narrow Bounds, which
would hinder its Increafe) facilitates its Growth ; and,
as it is placed where there is Room enough, it can enlarge
itfelf on every Side, whereby its Veflels are prolonged,

and receive Nourithment on all Parts,
- « FUR-
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¢« FURTHER, Sir, upon a Comparifon of the Male
and Female Organs, you will not find them to differ fo
much as you imagine at firft Appearance, excepting, that
thofe of a Man are thruft out with a more vigorous Heat ;
whereas thofe of a Woman, by a Defect in that Refped,
are only to be perceived inwardly.

<« THE Uterus of a Woman, upon turning out, would
relemble a Scrotum, and the two Owvaries annexed to the
Sides of its Bottom, with what they include, would make
up the Number of the Te/ficles. k

¢« THE Clitoris is fhaped like a Pexnis ; it has the fame
Senfeof Pleafure, and ftretches out and relaxes in the fame
Manner again ; it allo ends in a Gland, but wants a Ca-
vity ; which 1s no Wonder, becaufe it does not ferve for
the Difcharge of any Thing, as it ouzes out its Contents
more conveniently into the Aperture of the Neck of the
Bladder ; but was that Aperture to be clofed, as itisin
Men, then, inan Erefion, it would neceflarily find fome
other Outlet towards the End of its Gland : For the Vef-
fels of all Kinds are firft formed by the Impulfe of fome
circulating Fluid, where the Fluid is obftructed it forms a
Cell, and Veflels where it circulates.

¢ IN our firft Formation, when the Genital Partshard-
ly exceed the Point of a Needle, the Difterence of Sex de-
pends upon very nice Circumftances ; but when Perfons
are crown up, it is the moft difficult Thing in the World
to believe there can be a thorough Change from one Sexto
the other, as the Poets tell of Terefia. But there is more
Reafon to think, that the Largenefs of the Clitoris, by its
Likenefs to a human Penis, might deceive the Inquirers
into this Matter ; or that they were Men from their firft
Formation ; but that the Genital Parts, by fome Defelt
in the firft Rudiments, not obtaining a due Protrufion,
upon the Increafe of Strength, and Venereal Titillations,
broke forth, and fo feemed to grow afrefh, '

““ WE have frequent Inftances of Nature’s Excurfions
in the Make of thofe Parts. There is a veryremarkable

Story of a Child born fome Time fince in a Village nehar
the
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the Mountain called Grandvaux in France, in all other
Refpedts like other Children who had thofe Parts which
diftinguifhed its Sex perfe€lly like a Man ; the Pubes were
grown over with thick Hair, and he frequently had all
the Motions of Lafcivioufnefs, with an %reﬂion fit for
Coition, efpecially from waking from Sleep : and, before
he was two Years old, his Parents were advifed not to
fuffer him to lie with his Sifters or Maids, left that
fhould happen at two Years of Age which Hieronymus
wondered at in twelve or thirteen.

¢« NATURE refufes to be circumfcribed inher Opera-
tions, but ye fhe has never been known to make fuch
Excurfions as this muft have been ; we ought therefore to
ftand in Wonder at her exaét Regularities, becaufe of our
Inability in following her through all her Works.

¢« I AM forry for your Departure from Town, bes
caufe we cannot be together as often as I wifh; letus
therefore, by an Agreement of Minds, purfue the fame
Inquiries in fuch a Manner, as if we had not been afun-
der. I am iatirely

« Your very Humble, &c.”

IT is very evident, by this curious Account, that thefe
two Nuns were not Men, but brought into a Refemblance
of the Male Sex by the vile Praflice of SELF-PoLLu-
TION, and the abufive Ufe of the Genstal Parts one with
another ; and as there are many Women, who, from the
like luftful and exceffive Abufe of themfelves, have this
Propenfion of the Clitoris, fo are there many others who
are born with it, much to their T'rouble and Shame.

Dr. DRAKE, in his Book of Anatomy, tells us, that
the extraordinary Size and Laxnefs of the Clitoris, hang-
ing out of the Body in fome Infants, has made the Wo-
men miftake Children for thofe Sort of Monfters they call
Hermaphrodites. Of this Sort, fays be, I had one brought
to me upon another Occafion, whofe Cliteris hung out of
the Body fo far, at about three Years old, that it refem-
bled very much a Penis, but it wanted the Perforation,’

and, inftead of that, juft behind it, the Urine iffued out
_ at



328 1

at the Hole, which was nothing elfe but the Comer of
the Rima, the Clitoris filling all the reft of the Orifice; fo
that the Parents miftook it for a Boy, chriftened it as
fuch, and efteemed it fo when it was brought to me ; but
the Neighbours, who had Notice of this Appearance cal-
led it an Hermaphradite, Regner de Graef alfo fays, he
faw a Girl new-born, whofe Cliforis had fuch a Refem-
blance to a Man’s Penis, that the Midwife, and the reft
of the Women there prefent, took it for a Boy, and bap-
tized it as fuch. |

IT is certain, that in fome Women, efpecially thofe
who are very falacious, and have mush abufed themfelves
by SELF-PorruTion, the Clioris is o vaftly extended,
that, upon its thrufting out of the Pafluge, it is miftaken
for a Pewms 5 fuch have been called Fricatrices 3 by Calius
Aurelianus, Tribades; by Plautus, Subigatrices, and ac-
counted Hermaphradites, becaufe,as is faid before, they have
been able to perform the Aétions of Men with other Wo-
men. dmatus relates of two Turkifb Women of Theffa-
lonicay, and De Caftro {ays he has alfo feen fome Women
at Lifbon, punifthed for the like moft filthy Wickednefs.
In Creophagi in Arabia, they circumcife the Women that
are {o, by cutting away a certain Apephofis of mufculous
Skin, that defcends from the fuperior Part of the Matrix
which fuffers Ereétion in Coiticz. Lufitanus tells us, Obfe
82, that a moft renowned and very honeft Virgin, having
naturally a propended Clitoris, which fo provoked her to
Venery, by only its unavoidable rubbing againfther Linnen
as the moved, that it gave great T'rouble and Affliction to
her Soul, infomuch that, with the Confent of her Parents,
this Phyfician was applied to, to cut it off 5 which he fays,
with the Help of two fkilful Surgeons, was doney and fhe
cured, and well ever after.

I HAV Eread, that in France there are a People who
have a great Propenfion of the Clitoris naturally, and are
equally able to make Ufe of thofe of both Sexes; and that

Laws there leave to their Choice which Sex to make
fe of, after which the Ufe of the other are abfolutely
forbidden them. And we read, thatin Florida and Virginia

therc is a Nation that have the Generative Parts oé both
exes .
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Sexes: To confirmthefame, thofe that will takethe Paing
to confult the Works of Facobus de Moyne may fee a De-
fcription of them in certain Figures ; but, it feems they
are People that are hated by the very Indians, and by them
made fervile, to carry Burdens, and do Offices inftead
of Beatls, they being very ftrong and able-bodied. Plaute-
rus, a Phyfician, fays, in his Works, that he faw a
Clitoris in a Woman as big and as long as the Neck of a
Goofe. Riolanus and Schenkius, two noted Phylicians,
both fay, they have obferved it as long ina Woman as a
Man's Finger, Plempius writes of one Helena, a Wo-
man, that lay with feveral Women, and vitiated feveral
Virgins with that Part. Diemerbroet fays, he himfelf
faw, in a certain Woman at Man?arf, a Clitoris, aslong
and thick as the ordinary Penis of a Man, which came
to be of that Magnitude after the had lain-in three or
four times.

THE following Hiftory, faysan Author, made alw;%l}tjr
Noife, both at Parisand Thouloufe. A certain young We-
man at Thouloufe had a Relaxation of the Vagina, refem-
bling a Man’s Penis, and fome pretended that fhe abufed
it that Way, it being fix Inches in Length, and four in
Circumference in the Middle, where it was very hard. [t
gradually increafed from her Childhood: She was fearched
by the Phyficians there, who gave their Opinion, it was 2
real Penis ; upon which the Magiftrates of the Town or-
dered her to go in Man's Habit. In this Equipage fhe
came to Paris, where fhe got Money by thowing her-
felf, till, upon other Affurances that the was a Woman,
and a Promife of being cured, fhe was brought into the
Hotel de Diex, where the Defcent was foon reduced, and
fhe forced to refume her Female Drefs, to her great Re-
geet.

VERY rarely, or hardly ever, do we hear of what Bax-
binus, a Phyfician, has obferved concerning a Clitoris, that
it became bony in a Fenetian Courtezan, which, by Rea-
fon of its extreme Hardnefs, did fo hurt her Lovers in
Coition, that many Times, by Reafon of Inflammations
thereby, they were forced to fly to the Surgeons for

Help,
Uu AN
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AN Hermaphrodite is by all looked upon as a Creature
of vile Deformity, bringing a Shame upon both Sexes ;
and in old Times, wherever found, were drowned, or
made away with, fuch Monfters not being thought by
them fit to live,

IN ul. Obfeq. lib. prod. there is an Account, that at
Luna, at the I'ime that L. Metellus and Q, Fabius were
Confuls, there was born an Hermaphredite, which, by
the Command of the Soothfayers, was caft into the Sea,
and the like others were ferved in other Countries, as
foon as difcovered, as at Umbria, Ferretinum, Fore
Veffonemy, Rome, Saturnia, &c.

CALIPHANES reports, that beyond the Nafamones,
and about Adatchlies, there are ordinarily found Herma-
phrodites, which fo much refemble both Sexes, that they
have carnal Knowledge one of another by turns ; and this,
by an Expreflion in the young Lady’s ]Zetter, Page 319,
&'c. (and which has introduced all this Difcourfeabout the
Clitoris) feems to be Partof the Praflice between her and
her Bedfellow the Chambermaid.

MONTUUS, de Med, Thoref. lib. 1. cap. 6. fays,
that a certain Hermaphrodite, who was counted to be a
Woman, was married, bore Sons and Daughters, and not-
withftanding was wont to lic with her Maids, and get them
with Child. Thave read a remarkable Account of an Her-
snaphrodite, in a certain City in Scotland, that went for a
Maid, yet got her Mafter’s Daughter, who lay in the fame
Bed with her, with Child : She was accufed of the Fa&
in the Year 1461, found capable as Man as well as Wo-
man, convicted, and condemned before the ]udgﬁs, and
fuffered Death, by being put into the Ground alive.

THE Clitoris very much, as I have faid before, re-
fembles a Penis, and its End like the Glans of that ; and
as the Scat of the greateft Pleafure in Manis in the lat-
ter, fo that of Woman is in the former, fortherein is the
Rage and Fury of Love, and there Nature has placed the

peculiar Seat of Delight ; from whence it is called by Co-
bumnbus,
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lumbus, Amoris Dulcedo, the Sweetnefs of Liove, and by

Bauhinus, Aftrum Veneris, the Sting of Love ; for that

the neceflary and unavoidable Frication of the Penis apainit
the Clitoris, in the Aé of Csition, caufes thole exceffive
Ticklings, and tranfporting Itchings, to each Sex, that
are not to be defcribed fo well as felt, and the more of the
ferous Matter (before fpoke of) the Woman fheds in the
A&, eo major voluptas 3 for as the Penis in Men, and
efpecially the Glansof it, fills and is inflated with Spirits
in aftu Cocundi, fo does the Clitoris at the ame Time in
Women, and which jointly, together, reciprocally pro-
duce each to the other that inexpreffible Satisfaétion that is
diftufed through all the animal Fun&ions ; and which, if
Nature had not rendered [o extremely pleafing, what
Man (that Divine Animal, born for the Contemplation
of heavenly T'hings) would, as Andreas Laurentius ele-
gantly exprefles it, concern himfelfin fo filthy a Thing
as is the A& of Coition # And what Woman (endowed
with Modefty) would fubmit herfelf to be expoled to Man,
and readily undergo the Toil and Danger of Childbear-
ing, befides the Enxiety and Care of educating her Chil-
dren ? But nether the Filciinefs of the Act will deter
Men,"nor the fevere Inconveniencies which great Bellies
often caufe to Women, nor the frequent extreme Hazard
of their Lives when in Labour, nor Lofs of Beauty and
Shape, the moft precious Gifts they have, and which ren-
der them amiable, and admired by all, as well as beloved
by thofe that poffefs them, can or will cither affright or
deter them therefrom 3 nor will any of them make thofe
Refleions till after the A&ion, or confider any Thing
before it but the mutual Pleafure they expect, and allow
that they receive with inexpreffible Satisfattion by it.

THAT all, as well as fome of, the Parts of Genera-
tion, in Women, are of a Texture naturally lax, and
will, in a wonderful Manner, dilate themfelves upon Oc-
cafion, as the Uterus, and the Meatus Urinarius, we need
no further Evidence for the firft than Child-birth, and the
other by its yielding to the Extraction of a large Stone

enerated in the Bladder, without cutting : And that the
%/retbra, in that Sex particularly, will fuffer itfelf to be
very confiderably diftended, without any Thing like the
Uua Force
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Force which a Steel or Silver Inftrument muft neceflarily
occafion, we may fee by the Story which the late famous
Mr. Cowper, the Surgeon and Anatomift, gives us of a
Woman under his Care for Cure, whofe Hufband could
never, till by the Help of Surgery, make any other Sene-
tration than into the wrinary Paflage, for that the Vagina,
or Collum Uteri, was fo preternaturally clofed, that there
could be no Admiflion for the Penis. The Relation of it
1s in his Explications of the 51{t Table of Bidlss’s Anato-
my, and taken Word for Word from him, as follows, viz.

I W AS called to a married Woman of alove twenty
Years of Age, whofe lower Belly was diffended as if with
Child: Upon examining the Pudendum, I found the Hymen
aitogether ampervious, and driven out beyond the Tabia Pu-
dendi, 1z fuch a Manner, that, at firft Sight, it appeared
not unlite a Prolapfus Uteri. In the upper Part, towards
the Clitoris, we found the Orifice of the Meatus Urinarius,
er urinary Paflage, very open, and its Sides extended not
unlike the Anus, or Cloaca of a Gock, that, without any
Difficulty, I could put up my Finger into the Bladder of
Urine. On dividing the Hymen, at leaft a Gallon of gru-
mous Blood, of divers Colours and Confiflencies, came from
bery which was the retained Menftrua, The next Day no
lefs Quantity of the fame Matter flowed, upon taking out
the Peflary, which I bad put in the Day before. After
ihree or four Days fhe was eafy, and [oon after recovered,
and within a Year after was delrvered of a healthful Child,
Her Hufband told us, though lying with her at firft (before
this Operation) was paireful to himfelf as well as to ber, yet
ot laft be had a more eafy Admiffion, which could be no other
#ay than in the Meatus Urinarius 5 which feenis fomething
wncommon, that ber urinary Paflage fhould [fo dilate }y}[ff
20 let in the erefled Penis, by ng more than the Force the
Strength ¢f an Evetion would afford. |

THIS Hiftory, fays be, proves, that this I¥Voman’s
Hymen was not enly a flrong Membrane, that could make
Refiftance to that Force which overcame the Meatus Urina-
rius, and Sphinler of the Bladder, which is confiderably
Jtring sy but by admitting of fo great a Dilatation, as te
tang extra Pudendum, fews, that the Striélure of it %
Firousy and confequently capable of great Diftentions.

4

" THERE
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THERE was another young Woman that laboured under
the fame Misfortune, of having an obftinate Hymen, infa-
muchy that her Hufband, though a healthful, [trong, young
Man, could make no Penetration ; but fbe chofe rather to
bave her Marriage difannulled, than to endure the Opera-
tion, being deterrved by the Shame of expofing her Body, and
the Difiourfes that might be raifed upon 1t: For that a
Lady's being viewed by the Fudge’s Order wt Paris, by the
maft noted Phyficians and Surgeons therey, upon a Conteft
about her Virginity, gave Occafion for their Fans and Snujf-
Boxes being painted afterwards with indecent Poftures.

I COULD furnifh the Perufers of this Supplement
with Varicty of Hiftories of the like Nature from Au-
thors; but thofe which I have taken Notice of, T think,
are enough, as they are pertinent to the young Lady’s Cafe,
which occafioned my mentioning them, and may be a
Means to deter others of the Sex from pra&ifing what may
fo monftroufly expofe them. Icould likewife add many
more Letters to the fame Purpofe of thofe that precede
thefe Hiftories, but that thofe which I have here inferted,
and which I took promifcuoufly from the Heap I have of
them by me, I found, upon a freth Review of them, to
be as material as any, as they, in a fufficient Manner,
make evident the great Anxieties to the Minds, as well as
Injuries to the Body, and principally the Genitals, which
the Pradlice of that filthy Titillation has, by their own
Confeflions, occafioned, both in the married and fingle of
each Sex. |

I HAV E now nothgng further to add, nor, I think,
any Thing more to fay, on this Subjelt, therefore fhall
conclude with only acquainting thofe of my Readers who
are fo unhappyas to ftand in Need of Medicill}zl Afliftance,
and care not to apply themfelves to any Phyfician of their
own, or be f{een by the Author of the ONANIA, that they
may advife with him by Letter, on their ftating their
Cafes in Writing, and left for him, faaled (with his Fee (at
Mr, Corbett’s Bookfeller, oppofite St. Dunftan’s Church,
Fieetftreet » Or they may firft make Ulfe of the Remedies

recommended in the preceeding Seventeenth Edition of the
ONANIA,
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Onania, which Numbers of People, of both Sexes,
have done, and experienced the good Effets of, in all
the Cafes they are faid to be proper for, as by feveral of
their Letters, both in the faid OxaN1a, and this Sup-
PLEMENT to it, may be feen, and of which an Account
at Large, with the Method to be obferved in the taking
them, are to be met with in Page 168, and onwards, of
the faid preceeding Eighteenth Edition, under the Names of
The Strengthening Tincture, The Prolific Powder, and The
Viol of the Refloring Drink, they being Medicines pur-
pofely prepared, and appropriated for the refpective Cures
of the feveral Kinds and Degrees of /#eakneffes {poken of,
Want of Erection in Men, and thofe other fmbecilities of
Nature incident to both Sexes, from voluntary and invo-
luntary Incitements, and are to be had by any Meflenger,
ready [ealed up (now only) at Mr. Corbeit’s, Bookleller,
at Addifon’s Head, oppofite St. Dunflan’s Church, Flect-
Street.  Where may be had all Sorts of Common
Prayers, Teftaments, Dicionaries, Spelling Books,
Pfalters, &c. Novels and Books of Entertainment, with
a large Varicty of fingle Plays as they are alted every
Night at the Theatres Royal, (at Six-pence eack) and all
other Sorts of Books, (Je.
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The ApbbpiTioNS Zfothe ONANIA
and SUPPLEMENT.

D IV E R S remarkable Letters to the Author, from

fuch of Both Sexes, who had injured themfelves by
SeLF-PoLLuTioN, lamenting their Impotencies, and
Difeafes.

As alfo Letters from eminent Divines, in An{wer to a
Cafe of Confcience relating thereto.

Likewife a Letter from a Lady (very curious) and an-
other from a married Man, concerning the Ufe and Abufe
of the Marriage-Bed, with the Author’s Anfwers, mani-
fefting from Scripture, that a married Couple may com-
mit Whoredom between themfelves.

And T'wo more from Two feveral young Gentlemen,
ene of them fubfcribed C. 7. the other Philalethes, who
would urge the Neceflity of SeLr-PorLLuTiON, with
the Author’s Anfwers, as promifed in the Sixth Edition.

And another furprifing one from a young married Lady,
who, by this deteftable Pratice, became barren and
difeafed. -

Alfo Threevery curious Cafuiftical Letters aboutSELF-
PorLuTioN, from Three other ingenious Gentlemen
fince, one of them fubfcribed /7ll, Smith, and another
N. Pedagogus, with the Author’s Anf{wers.

And T'wo aftonifhing Cafes, in T'wo Letters from a
Reverend Clergyman, of a young Man and a young Wo-
man, who, to hisown Knowledge, had fo abufed them-
felves thereby, that they died.

And an An{wer to a ierter‘!’ubﬁ:ﬁbed Di:ves, concern-
ing his Son’s Adultery and Fornication. :

Likewife another Letter from /Vales, juftifying the
Praltice of SeLr-PorivTien,

As
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As alfo a Difcourfe concerning the Return of the Seed
into the Mafs of Blood, from the Ph:lsfophical Tranfaéiions
of Leipfick.

And Mr, Cowper, the Surgeon and Anatomift, his Ac-
count of a Woman whofe Hufband could never, till by
the Help of Surgery, make any other Penetration than
into the Urinary Paffage ; for thatthe Vagina, or Collum
Uteri, was fo preternaturally clofed, that there could be
no Admiflion for the Penis.

Alfo Dr. Carr’s Medicinal. remarkable Anfwer to a
Letter, fent him bya Divine, concerning Two Nuns,
of Rome, reported to have changed their Sex.

And Dr. Drake’s, and feveral other Phyficians Opinions
of Hermaphrodites, and Women brought into the Refem-
blance of them, by the Prattice of SELF-PoLLuTION.

Aswas the Cafe of a young Lady of Eighteen, whofe
well-wrote Letter to the Authorthewsfhe was almoftruin-
ed, by that filthy, finful Commerce with herfelf, &,

With many Admonitions, and ufeful Remarks, rela-
tingtoSELF-PoLLuTION, particularly of Impotency thereby
in Men, and Barrennefs, and other the ftrange Effeéts of
that Praltice in Women, hardly ever till now taken No-
tice of ; with Anfwers to Queftions and Objeétions fent
the Author on this Subje@, fince the laft Edition of the
OnanNiA, and SUPPLEMENT toit,
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