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Extramural Interments.— Places of Reereation. 107

I visited the locality in company with the Dean and Mr. Big-
nold, and must say, that I never saw a finer site for the purpose.
It is at present a barren waste, as described in the Dean’s letter,
on steeply rising ground, but with a sufficiently good access in
two directions, and is at a short distance from houses, without the

robability of any houses being erected in the vicinity. The soil
15 sandy and quite dry. I should think water would not he
found at 50 feer deep. The whole surface forms hills and hollows,
as if it had been at some former time turned over, and thrown up
into large heaps. At a comparatively small expense in laying
out and planting it might be formed into a cemetery sufficiently
large to serve all the city of Norwich for ages to come, and for
beauty of situation, and appropriateness of character, it would
be unequalled by any cemetery I have ever seen.

The Dean, who appears to have taken so proper a view of the
subject, also forwarded to me the following minute of the Dean
and Chapter on the subject :—

¢ Orper Book.

“ Dean and Chapter of Norwich, December 4th, 1849.
“ GENERAL CHAPTER.

““ Agreed to offer to the city of Norwich such a portion of the waste
land in Pockthorpe, the property of the Dean and Chapter, as may be
required for an additional burial-ground for the respective parishes in
the said city.”

I am bound to say, that the situation of the Rosary cemetery
is very beautiful, and the greater portion of the ground yet un-
occupied, as will appear by the table in the earlier part of
this report. 1 must also call attention to the facilities for en-
larging it, but I must likewise add that no part of it is now
consecrated.

There can be no sufficient reason therefore for keeping open
the erowded burial-grounds of the city longer than is required to
make the necessary arrangements,

It is not my province to enter into any adjustment as to fees, or
compensation to the incumbents of the numerous parishes, but it
would be easy to apportion the duty of performing the burial
service by weeks or months in rotation, and to divide the fees,
either according to the number of interments attended by each
incumbent, or according to a scale, proportionate to the average
burials in each of the churchyards for a series of years past.

Praces or RecreATiON AxD Pusric Warks.—I believe no
place of this kind exists in the vicinity of Norwich, and I ean
scarcely conceive a finer locality for the pupose than the continu-
ation northward of the same waste land I have just deseribed
including Mousehold Heath. It is at a great altitude above the
city, and there is ample level space for cricket and other athletic
games, and also for the formation of a public park, with all the
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Amnd_:x A:Repoﬂ of Committee of Corporation. 111

fo the Corporation, called the tonnage revenues. The consequence of
these disputed liabilities is, that those roads and places are either very
inefficiently repaired, or not repaired at all, and are generally without
any adequate drainage. .

At the time the Paving Act passed, which was nearly 50 years since,
there were comparatively very few houses in the hamlets, which, it
is presumed, was the reason they were not included in the Act.

he precincts of the Cathedral and of the Bishop’s Palace, lying
surrounded by the city, are not within the jurisdiction of the paving
commissioners,

Whole streets of houses in the hamlets are without any water supply,
except from wells sunk for the use of the inhabitants, and there are
no sewers in the streets, the drainage being into cesspools or dead wells.

With these separate and conflicting jurisdictions it is impossible that
any efficient system of drainage can be carried out, or any proper supply
of water introduced, it is therefore become essential that the manage-
ment of the sewerage and water-supply for the city and county of
Norwich, and of maintaining in repair the streets and rcads, should be
vested in one governing body.

The present water-supply, exclusive of that derived from upwards of
1,000 public and private wells, is from the water-works at the New
Mills, these works are the property of the Corporation, who are
empowered by Act of Parliament to lay down pipes and purchase
land for erecting works for supplying the inhabitants of Norwich and
the parts adjacent with water.

These works were leased by the Corporation to certain individuals
between 50 and 60 years since, for a term, of which about 42 yearsare
unexpired. :

Under the covenants in this lease the lessees are bound to supply the
city of Norwich and the inhabitants thereof with clean, pure, and
wholesome river water, at certain specified rates, in no case exceeding
4/. a-year for any house, and as to houses of 5/ or under, not exceed-
g 4s. a-year. And to employ one-third of the power of the stream in
grinding corn. About two-fifths only of the power of the stream are
now employed in raising water, two-fifths being employed in grinding
corn, and the remaining fifth running to waste.

The objeets of the Corporation are,—

1. To procure an ample supply of wholesome water, at the cheapest
possible rate.

2. o establish a comprehensive system of sewerage throughout the
city and such part of the hamlets as require it.

8. An uniform system of repair of all streets and roads.

4. The prevention of intermural interment in overcrowded church-
yards, and providing cemeteries in fit places without the city.

5. That the management of all these matters be vested in one
governing body.

Norwich having been for some years past very heavily burdened with
local rates, and now being subject to such rates to the extent of more
than one-third of its rack rentul, it is of the greatest importance that
the increased supply of water should be furnished, and any new system
of drainage constructed, at the smallest cost.

The committee, therefore, beg to submit for the consideration of the
Superintending [nspector whether all impurities which may effect the
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Appendiz C.— Classification and Rateable Value of Houses.
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Appendiz I.— Construction, §c., of Houses. 129

of these buildings form each a separate property, the cost of wells and
pumps would be greater than the present cost of pipe-water, which has
therelore superseded them in many cases. ]

The drainage is sometimes defective where there are rooms in the
basement, sometimes from irregularity of plan, and sometimes owing to
there not being proper sewers. Cesspools, however, are not very com-
mon, and where found are mostly used for the reception of water from
surface-drains.

The second class of houses have the same variety of plan, and are
mostly occupied as dwellings and places for a retail business. They
have nostly the usual offices, but water-closets are rarely to be found
in them.

The drainage of these buildings is more defective, being mostly by
means of surface-drains, even where there are sewers in the streets.
Cesspools are not frequently found in use for any purpose.

These houses, like the former, are mostly separate properties, and
although some have wells whence they could be supplied with water,
yet in most cases the supply is derived from the pipes, and that fre-
quently for the reason betore given.

The houses of the third class are chiefly occupied as dwellings and
places of business for some small retail trade. They have the same
variety of plan, mostly the usual offices. Water-closets are not found
in them. The supply of water is frequently derived from pumps in the
adjoining yards (except Ber-street, the highest one within the walls),
but sometimes from the pipes. The drainage is almost solely effected
by surface-drains, and cesspools are not used.

The fourth class will be found to consist mostly of small retail shops
with dwellings, being, with regard to plan, like the last-named class,
and agreeing with the houses of that class in most particulars; but
these will frequently be found without a proper scullery or washhouse,
and sometimes without any at all; no water-closets; the water ob-
tained most frequently from pumps, and the drainage like that in the
last class.

There have been, however, a few rows of dwelling-houses erected of
this class on a uniform plan and with sufficient offices, but not always
with proper . fittings to the sculleries. The water is obtained from
wells, and the drainage as before described.

Nearly all the houses hitherto described may be found situated by
some street, public place, or thoroughfare, and therefore are, or could
be in most cases, sufficiently lighted and ventilated. There are gene-
rally several of those of the last class belonging to each owner.

he fifth, and by far the most numerous class of houses, consists for
the most part of old houses, very much varied in plan, and are built
round irregularly-formed courts or yards, the old practice of arranging
buildings in such a manner having been continued down to a very late
period. Many of these houses are formed out of a smaller number of
larger buildings ; some were constructed originally for small dwellings,
and others are divided into floors, and so are occupied by several
tenants.

A separate washhouse is scarcely ever found attached to these houses ;

some have a washhouse in common with three or more dwellings, and
many are without any at all.
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Appendiz K.—Present and future Supply of Water. 133

period would allow of. 1 afterwards gave evidence before the Com-
mittee of the House of Commons upon the bill for the proposed new
works as far as I could with my limited means of information, and
having heard the evidence given before that committee, and again
visited the present works, and examined the river Wensum, upon the
18th inst., I am enabled to lay before the, Superintending Inspector
a more detailed statement than I was prepared to do after my first
visit to the works.

Population.—According to the census in 1841 the population
amounted to 61,846, and the inhabited houses to 13,889 or 4% indi-
viduals per house. The town clerk informs me that the present number
of inhabited houses amounts to 15,000, and, supposing the number per
house to be the same as in 1841, the present population will amount to
66,000.

He also informs me that the number of houses supplied by the present
company is equal to 6,000, although, in consequence of some tenunts
paying for several houses, so large a number does not appear upon the
books. This number, at the rate of 44 per house, represents a
population of 26,400.

Present Supply of Water.—From a personal inspection, and from
information derived from the Water Works officers, I find that there is
a water-wheel, 19 feet in diameter, and 13 feet 6 inches wide, with
a fall of 5 feet 6 inches; this wheel works 7 pumps, 3 of which are
8 £ inches bore, and 20 inches stroke ; and 4 are 6 inches bore and 18
inches stroke. The pumps during the last 12 months have made upon
an average 18 strokes per minute, 24 hours per diem, 6 days per week,
allowing 5 for probable waste through imperfect valves, the quantity
raised per diem will amount to 484,600 gallons, or 18} gallons per
diem, per individual, supplied by the company, an ample supply for
those who pay for the water,

The gross rental is stated to be 2,200/, per annum, which is equal to
an average charge per house of 7s. 4d. per annum, or 1%d. per week,
or nearly 3%d. per 1,000 gallons.

It would appear that there are 9,000 houses not supplied with water
by the company, and it is stated that, in addition to the supply ob-
tainable from the river, there are about 1,000 public and private wells
in the city, and, supposing each of these wells yield only 4 a gallon per
minute, they would afford to the 9,000 houses, containing a population
of 39,600 unsupplied by the company, a supply equal to 18 gallons,
per individual, per diem.

Auziliary Power.—The present company have a steam-engine which
is used in case of accident to the wheel or pumps, it works 3 pumps of
8% inches bore, and 18 inches stroke, and 4 pumps 6 inches bore and
18 inches stroke, these can be worked at 22 strokes per minute, and,
nfter deducting 'z for loss through valves, the quantity raised per 24
hours will be equal to 551,520 gallons, a most abundant auxiliary power.

Capability of present Water Wheel Pumps.—These pumps might
be worked at 22 strokes per minute, instead of 18, and would then raise
592,300 gallons per 24 hours, which would afford an additional supply
to 3,115 individuals, or 730 houses, at the rateof 18} gallons per diem.
per individual, or 22} gallons to the present number of tenants, :

The power to raise this quantity 140 feet above the Mill Head Stream
or to the height of the present stand-pipe, and adding 12 feet, whic}:
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I consider that half the depth of rain falling will flow off the ground
into the streams, then, in the shortest water year, 10 inches of rain
would have flowed off,—this, upon a water-shed of 236 square miles,
would amount to an average daily supply of 15,021,237 cubic feet, or
03,612,349 gallons.

In 1841 it would have been 160,531,459 gallons. And the average
for 9 years would have been 119,329,005 gai_lnns.

The quantity flowing down per minute in the shortest water year
would amount to 10,431 cubic feet per minute, which quantity falling
5 feet 6 inches is equal to 1084% horses power, and will produce an
effective power equal to Tl4% horses power. The average of mnine
years will be equal to 91% horses effective power, and in 1841 it would
have been equal to 122§ horses effective power. ¢

Power of the two Wheels—In addition to the wheel for working
the pumps, there is one 12 feet wide for grinding corn; the power ot
this will be equal to 31 horses, and ‘the two together to 66 horses
power, or 92 per cent. of the average effective power of the stream in
shortest water years, and 72 per cent. of the average effective power of
the stream during the last nine years. )

The Quality of the Water of the Wensum.—Upon this point I
would refer to the analysis made by Professors Aikin and Taylor, the
eminent chemists of Guy’s Hospital (see Copy of Analysis), after a
very careful analysis of two samples of water taken from the feeder to
the present works, marked A, and from the river above Heigham
Commaon, marked B ; it appears that before filtration both waters had a
slight yellowish colour, that after filtration both became very bright,
the colour was entirely removed, and the taste which one of the
chemists detected before was no longer perceptible after filtration ; both
were entirely free from any odour, and contained no sulphuretted
hydrogen, the foul gas which gives offensiveness to sewer water; afier
filtration through sand, there was no mechanical impurity sufficient to
affect the qualities of a water required for the general supply of a town.
The solid contents of both were as nearly as possible the same; it was
slightly less in A, which was from the present water-works feeder, than
in B, which was from the river above Heigham Common, and they
conclude that both waters are very similar to good Thames water, and
fall within the standard composition of wholesume and potable waters.
It may be as well to state that the opinions of Messrs. Aikin and
Taylor as to what the composition of wholesome and potable waters
should be, and which is given in their Report to the Town Council of
Leicester, are supported and agreed to by Messrs. Brande, Cooper,
Miller, and other eminent chemists.

The chemical question, however, I leave to chemists, and upon the
mechanical qualities of the water the Superintending Inspector will
. form his own opinion upon a personal survey of the river. I am of
opinion that the water taken by the present company is equally good
- as that proposed to be taken by the new company ; that both will be
much improved by filtration, especially at periods when the water is
discoloured by land-floods or vegetable matter, and this I consider is
one of the improvements required in the present supply of water,

I believe the nuisances that flow into the river above the present
source are offensive in appearance only ; but if it had been proposed to







Appendiz K.—Present and future Supply of Water. 137

the meadow through which the present Company take their water is
above three acres, there is, therefore, plenty of space for a filter bed on
that site. 3

5th. That a supply of water may be given to the houses in the
highest parts of tﬂﬂ city; the stand-pipe in Chapel-field should be
35 feet higher than the present one is, or 175 feet above the head
stream of the new mills; this would make the height above the floor
only 94 feet, it might safely and without difficulty be made twice the
height if it were necessary.

6th. The reservoir in Chapel-field is 87 feet above the head stream,
and will command the tops of more than half and probably two-thirds
of the houses in the city ; the less the size of the reservoir, so long as
it is sufficient to hold a day’s supply, the better, as it would be very
injudicious to expose the water after filtration to the action of the sun
unnecessarily. A day’s supply for half the city will be equal to 815,770
gallons, and the reservoir being three quarters of an acre in extent and
2 feet deep, will hold 1,832,395 gallons; supposing, however, the water
is never lowered more than 4 feet, this will produce 814,396 gullons,
the present reservoir is, therefore, of sufficient capacity. :

Tth. Supposing one-half of' the water to be raised 87 feet, and the
remainder 175 feet, and that two mains are liid from the New Mills,
one of 13 inches diameter, which is already provided, and that the
present main be made 9% inches for the whole distance; then for
friction in the large main an addition of § feet must be added to the
elevation, and in the small main 29 feet. The power required to raise
91 cubic feet per minute 130 feet will be equal to 31 horses, and for
116 feet 20 horses, making an aggregate power equal to 51 horses.

Bth. The present wheel will be sufficient for the 31 horses power,
and if the corn mill is to be continued a new wheel of 20 horses power
will have to be erected, and the present engine being equal to 28 horses
power will» e sufficient as auxiliary power. New pumps and con-
nections would have to be provided for wheels and engine. The water
power required being equal to 51 horses, and the corn-mill wheel to 16,
makes a total of 67 horses, and the average power of the stream being
in short water years equal to 71 horses, it would appear, that with the
assistance of the 28 horses power steam engine the flour mill might be
continued,

9th. The length of old and new streets within the walls

1s stated to be . 5 % % v « 13} miles.
Ditto of yards, courts, &c., and within precinets of

cathedral : ; . . . o oDy
Ditto of new streets, yards, courts, &e., in the

llﬂmletﬁ . . # . . . . 1"1"} 3%

Total . « JB8%

The length of streets in which pipes are already laid amounts to 133
miles, there are, therefore, 25 miles of streets, courts, and ulleys in the
city that have no water-pipes laid into them. .

10th. To add to and alter the present machinery, to construct a filter
bed in the new mills meadow, and extend the pipage through the

(179, X
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14th. The capital for a population of 66,000 will be 48,0004., or
14s. 61d. per head.

The new company propose to supply 10,564 houses at 1d. per
week, or 45. 4d. per annum ; and 5,521 houses at a rental of 112,815Z,
at 5 per cent upon the rental. If the whole were supplied the total
annual charge upon the town would be 2 ¥

) LB Tl

For the lower class . . 2.288 17 &
For the higher class . . 5,640 15 O

£7,929 12 4

The company are limited to a capital of 80,0001, and a dividend of
7 per cent. or 5,600/ per annum ; and if when the whole are suppled
their expenses amount to 2,330/, they will be able to make this
annual charge of 7,930/

This, upon the rental of the city, amounting to 144,802/ per annum,
will be equal to 13d. in the pound instead of 54d. ; us by the scheme
proposed by the Town Council the lower classed houses will be charged
4s. 4d. per annum instead of 2s. 2d., and the higher classed houses
20s. per annum instead of 8s. Gd.

With such a statement of facts before me, I cannot hesitate in
expressing an opinion that the introduction of the new company
would be most prejudicial to the interests of the city, as it can provide
itself, under the provisions of the Public Health Act, with all the ad-
vantages offered to it by the new company at one-half of the annual cost,
and, in my opinion, in & much more satisfuctory manner to the pubiie.

In addition to this, I consider that the supply of water and the sew-
erage of the city ought to be under the direction of one governing body,
invested with powers to earry out the regulations provided for in the
Public Health Aect.

The cost of providing sewerage for the city of Norwich, and of con-
veying the sewage from it to a distance, would not exceed a sum of
60,0004 ; but without a proper and minute survey I am not prepared to
state for how much less it might be effected. :

The cost of maintaining the works, disinfecting the sewage-water,
interest upon capital, and liguidating it in 30 years, would not exceed,
and 1 believe would be much less than 7,000L per annum, or at a rate
of 114%4d. in the pound upon a rental of 144,802L. ; this rate would
gradually be reduced, first by the increase of the assessed rental of the
city requiring a less rate in the pound; and secondly, by the profits to
be derived from the sale of the manure, and which, I feel satisfied,
would be sufficient eventually to extinguish the rate altogether.

The greatest annnal charge to the inhabitants would be for 18,540
houses, Ts. 64d., or 13d. per week each house, and this, as before
stated, would gradually be extinguished.

The greatest charge for water and sewerage for 30 years, after which
time, as the capital will have been liquidated, the charge will be trifling,
if any, will be—

For waler . . %£4,140
For sewerage , . 7,000
—_— £11,140
K 2
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sufficient supply for an increased population, ‘The practical effect is
the same.

“ The extent to which the existing works might be adapted to the
scheme before Parliament is a matter not decided. The water-power
might be used for pumping, and some of the existing pipes uaed.‘ We
never contemplated taking water from any other source than He{ghlim
Common. It would be easy to put down a small engine at Heigham
Common to lift the water to the filter-beds there, and then run it down
to pumping wells at the new mills. I would not under any circum-
stances construct a filter-bed in the meadow at the new mills. Look-
ing at it professionally, it could not be done at a reasonable expense.
It is a kind of site one would studiously avoid for such purpose. The
effect of constructing flood-banks in that meadow to keep the flocd-
water from the filter-beds would be to inflict very great injury on the
property in Heigham and St. Martin’s-at-Oak, besides damming back
~ the waters over the meadows, and keeping them flooded for a greater -
length of time. As to the pollution of the wells, our Bill would obviate
the necessity for wells altogether. The question put to me before the
Committee was beside the question. I am of opinion that there ought
to be a proper and efficient system of drainage for the city, and that the
absence of such drainage would not be a sufficient justification in with-
holding water from the inhabitants. Even if all the drains were kept
out of the river, the stream could not be kept sufficiently pure within
the city for domestic use. Below the new mills the river is tidal, and
there are many boats, the refuse from which must go into the river.
Under the best circumstances that water would not be sufficiently pure
for food unfiltered. If the water power at new mills were used for
pumping, the reservoir at Lakenham would not be abandoned; the
only difference would be the substitution of water power for steam
power. There cannot be efficient drainage without a proper water
supply. The means of preventing any pollution of the river above our
works are contained in the Water-works Clauses Act. The company
would indict any one who should attempt. The present company’s
powers under their Act to prevent nuisances in the river extend only to
a distance of 600 yards above the new mills. The premises of Mr.
Wills are beyond that distance. Mr. Dye’s premises are also more than
600 yards above the mills. There is no limitation of distance in the
10 Vict. ¢. 17, s. 61, which would be the remedy in the hands of the
Gunggany [ represent.”

(Mr. Beckwith explained, that the Corporation, as conservators of
the river Wensum, have ample jurisdiction for such purposes from the
new mills up to Hellesdon mills, a distance of three miles.)

Mr. Lymfe resumed. “I put iu a copy of the evidence of Mr. Wm.
Wilde, auctioneer, as to the correct figures of the income by the pro-
ggged works with respect to the statement put in on Tuesday by Mr.

icksteed. He has estimated 18} gallons as an ample supply, which,
~ he says, is sufficient as far as it goes, That relates to the portion of
. the town supplied from the new mills. To obtain that supply the
people must pump night and day, every day, Sundays and week days,
- to obtain the quantity stated by him upon his own basis.

(Mr. John Kitton said, that there is one well from which 80 gallons
- per minute has been pumped night and day, except Sundays, for months,
for steam-engine purposes.)
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** 5th section. This would involve, to give the constant supply that
Mr. Wicksteed admits to be necessary, working the pumps continually
uight and day, otherwise there would be no provision in case of fire,
there being no elevated reservoir, and during the night the whole of
this pumping must be to waste, hecause the people could not take the
water during the night except in cisterns, on the intermltt_eut system,
as at present. It is hardly necessary to add, that if they did not work
in the night, and a fire were to happen in the upper part of the city,
no water would be obtained until they had given notice at the new
mills, and the pumps could be started. It would be some time before
the water would go over the standpipe, aud the velocity would not be
more than 24 feet, or at the most, 3 feet per second. he distance is
about half a mile.

“ 6th section. There is nothing that I can find to be done to the
Chapel-ﬁel;l reservoir,

** The new company do not state before the house any alteration in
that reservoir, becuuse the standing orders will not admit of alteration
mn the priuciple of the works; and the purchase of the existing works
18 not completed. .

** Bth section. States the power of the steam-engine at 28 horses,
whereas, it is not more than 18 horse-power.

“ There is a clause in the lease compelling the lessee to employ one-
third of the power of the mill in grinding corn.  Mr. Wicksteed takes
the power of the corn-mill at 16 horses, and assumes that as the state
of things that would continue ; whereas, if the power of the stream be
made equal to what he states, a much greater power must be applied
to grinding, and to that extent a deduction must be made from the
remainder of the water-power that Mr. Wicksteed has given as applic-
able to the pumping of water, and the deficiency must be made up by
some means not provided for in his estimate.

“The 10th section gives the estimate a 22,000 In addition to
that I would suggest, that the addition to the standpipe should have
heen included, and all those things that I have suggested to you should
also have been included, which would have inereased his estimale to a
larger amount than I have proposed, in order to bring the water
from a purer source.

* In the 11th section, Mr. Wicksteed must have made a mistake as
to the 1,280/, annual expenditure for such a supply. That expenditure
must be based upon the quantity he proposes to supply, 18} gallons
for only half the houses of one class, and § the houses of another class,
and not as he states, for a constant supply at the top of every house.
My estimated expenditure is based upon the supply required under the
Public Health Act,

* 14th section. [ appeal to you whether that is suflicient to give a
constant supply, on the pumping principle, to the inhabitants of Nore
wich. The bare amount of the engineer’s estimate is given as the
capital. There is no margin whatever, My, Wicksteed seems to have

| made a mistake as to the capital of the company being limited 'to
- 80,000L, The capital is limited to 60,0004, with powers to borrow
- 20,0004, I must draw your attention to the contrast between the two
- estimates Mr. Wicksteed has made upon that clause as to the charge
- to be made upon the city, He takes the amount of the capital of the
- €ompany, and adds to that, the whole amount they are empowered to
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to let it flow into the river. I would use the existing drains afler im-
provement, to carry off rain-water. [ would have a separate system of
drains for all the refuse that would be offensive and injurious, and that
might be turned to valuable account. I should construct the street-
drains of earthenware. I should not commence the street-drains with
more than 8 or 9 inch drains. 'The pipes from the cottages and water-
closets would be 4 inch pipes, coming down into the streets. A system
of pipe-drainage like that would be very much cheaper than the usual
mode of drainage.  With a proper water supply, such a system would
be much more efficient than with drains constructed of masonry.
You would bring the water to bear more directly upon the sewage.

Arpenpix M.

Crty of NorwicH WATER-WORES.

Answer to the Report of the Corporation Committee to the Inspector
under the Public Health Act.

It is not essential that the management of the sewerage and the
water supply for the City of Norwich should be vested in one governing
body ; the sewerage once complete would require no further outlay ; but
a water supply 1s a matter of daily expenditure and labour, being in
fact a commercial undertaking, and ‘when jealously guarded from mo-
nopoly and encroachment, according to the provisions of the Water-works
Clauses and the Public Health Acts, can be more cheaply and efficiently
managed by a private company than by a public, irresponsible, fluctu-
ating, and political body, whose interests are but remotely affected,
and whose vigilance, therefore, is likely to be less awakened as the ex-
perience of Norwich has amply proved in matters confided to the
management of corporate bodies.

The old act of Parliament and the covenants of the Jease from the
Corporation to the present lessees are totally insufficient for the pur-
poses of furnishing a proper and sufficient supply of water, they were
mtended for a state of things which have passed away ; and neither as
conservators of the river nor in any other way, have the Corporation
POWer to prevent the stream from being polluted as it now is, nor can
these powers be acquired under the Public Health Act. It hasalso been
determined by Parliament that the supply shall be taken from the river
Wensum at Heigham Common; an any estimates, therefore, must
prove fallacious which are based on other principles than those of a
constant supply of pure filtered water from that source at such a pres-
;urc as will carry the same to the top story of the highest dwelling-

ouses,
~ When before Parliament, Mr. Wicksteed estimated the expense of
improving the present works, including the purchase of the new mills,
at 53,000{. This, he stated, did not include any change in the source
whence the water would be taken, nor any high service reservoir to
ensure a constant and unlimited supply to the inbabitants. Mr. Wick-
steed now states that this can be effected for 48,000{. and even if this
were true it would be only waste of money to patch up old works

whic? would not then be capable of affording a proper and sufficient
BUIGiT v












