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NOTIFICATION.

Tae General Board of Health hereby give notice, in terms of section
9th of the Public Health Act, that on or before the 29th day of June
next, written statements may be forwarded to the Board with respect
to any matter contained in or omitted from the accompanying Report
on the Sewerage, Drainage, and Supply of Water, and the Sanitary
Condition of the Inhabitants of the Township of Naxtwich, or with
respect to any amendment to be proposed therein.
By order of the Board,
Hexry AvstiN, Secretary.

Gwydyr House, Whitehall,
May 21, 1850.

LIBR .jii"r'
i CO” \Wﬂ!i".';ﬂmﬂﬁ

MD "
- %
!

\WELLCOVE (NSTITUTE
g7+































10 Report to the General Board of Healll,

In Second Wood-street the general condition of the neigh-
bourhood, the drainage, and the construction of houses are all
as bad as possible. R%’he street is about 30 feet from the river,
and the fall good. Mr. Williamson, su eon, said there had
been cholera in most of the houses, and that two years since
there was much typhus fever. One house had nine cases:
there is one foul privy within four yards, and another againsiz
the wall of the house.

Ldwards’ property, bad privies, confined yard and surface
drainage standing i pools, four deaths from cholera, two of
them in one house.

Wall-lane. There is a pool, about 30 feet diameter, receiving
the drainage of about one-fourth of the town. The sediment
is thrown out for manure, heaped on the sides, and then carted
away. This pool is not more than 50 feet from a row of houses,
in which there were many cases of cholera, and two deaths.

Beam-street, Mr. James Walthall Hammond’s property, a
drain passes under the floor of one of the houses, with an open
grating close in front and another at the back. The tenant,
George Peers, died of cholera, and the house is now empty.
There 1s a foul stagnant ditch behind the houses, and no unger-
drain in the street.

Ml Stone-lane, Barker and Brothers tan-yard. T was in-
formed that carcases are macerated here after skinning, and
that the stench is dreadful. There are ten very well built new
cottages, near the tan-yard, and in one of them there had been
three deaths of cholera, and several other cases in the row, not
fatal,

Pratchett's-row 1s a cul de sae, with foul privies, and no drain-
age. Thereis a Eump, but the inhabitants cannot drink the
water. They fetch it a quarter of a mile ; four houses have no
privies. There were several cases of cholera here.

Behind the south side of Hospital-street, at Pall Mall, is a very
offensive open stagnant ditch containing night-soil. A person
living in a cottage within nine feet of it had cholera twice. The
back premises of the Vine public house come to this ditch, and
the wife and daughter of the ocecupier both died of cholera.

Behind Pillory-street is a similar ditch, and the cholera cases
were very numerous. Mr. Williamson says, “at least a dozen
persons died of it in this short street.”

Queen-street is an opening out of Pillory-street ; it contains
only nine houses, but there was cholera in nearly every one of
them. There are two privies, and one of them used by four
families, is entered by the same door as a house. Persons died
in the houses adjoining it on cach side. Mr. Williamson said
there had been much typhus in these houses for several years.
The privy soil runs over the surface.

Mill-street.—There were about 20 deaths from cholera, and
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convalescence very slowly ; some never recover their wonted health,
That protracted state of physical depression must be a great pecuniary
loss to the patients. I have no doubt that typhus fever is originated by
the want of proper sanitary arrangements, :

““ During the two fﬂl!owing years, scarlet fever prevailed, chiefly
amnn%fst the young and infant population. All classes were more or
less affected.  Searlet fever, like influenza, would be aggravated by the
want of sanitary regulations.

“ We were then tolerably free from epidemic disease until the autumn
of 1846, when typhus fever again prevailed, and continued for at least
nine months, It commenced in the Wood-streets, and extended to
Wych House Bank, Hospital-street, Gas-alley, and other parts of the
town. The persons first attacked were principally Irish in low lodging
houses. The English inhabitants of the same locality did not suffer
much, with some exceptions, until the spring of 1847. It is a
remarkable circumstance that the Irish were chiefly attacked with typhus
in 1846, and that they escaped comparatively the cholera of the pre-
sent year; but the localities where both diseases were most malig-
nant are the same. The English were attacked with the fever about
March and April, 1847, and the numbers increased until September.
I attended, as medical officer of the Union, 196 cases, besides others
in my private practice, within about nine months. It was confined
Fin{:ipally to lodging-houses, and cottages of the worst description.

n one house (Gaffin's, a sweep) I attended nine cases of typhus, all ill
at the same time. A great number of persons were, by that fever, left
chargeable to the parish.

“ Cholera apeared in June last, and since that time I have attended
upwards of 700 cases of cholera and choleraic diarrheea, independent of
those attended by other medical men. Nearly all the inhabitants of the
town were more or less affected by the peculiar atmospheric cause
of cholera, but it appeared in its severe forms almost entirely in the
localities already enumerated, and among the lower classes. In the
premonitory stage I gave blue pill and opium, avoiding stimulants. 1T
continued that treatment, or calomel and opium, through the whole of
the disease. The proportion of fatal cases, in developed cholera, has
been about 45 per cent, The number of deaths reported is about 170,
but this does not include the whole of the cases. Some few among the
higher classes, occurring in private practice, were not reported.

“ The house-to-house visitation was adopted on the 14th July, and
was continued with great success until the decline of the disease. The
third day after the visitors commenced, 1 visited and prescribed for up-
wards of 50 cases of diarrhesa. In many of those cases the parties
would not in all probability haye applied for medical assistance, and
the diarrhcea would undoubtedly have run on to cholera. In the week
before the visiting commenced, there were 37 deaths; afterwards, the
diarrheea cases inereased, but the lapsed cholera declined. )

“] am satisfied that, by proper drainage, thorough ventilation, au
abundant supply of good water, a general cleansing of the houses,
courts, and the whole surface of the town, the abolition of the present
defective privies, and the substitution of a superior apparatus instead
thereof, the lives of a great portion of those who have perished by the
epidemics which I have named, might have been saved.

“There are many sick clubs and sccret orders in the town. Iam
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find that the value of life in the town of Nantwich is much less
than in the Union to which it gives a name. I refrain from
giving these vital statistics here only lest this part of my
report should occupy too much space in proving what is
already manifest from the evidence: namely, that there is an
awful amount of preventible disease and mortality in the town
of Nantwich.

Lanp Drarvace.—Mr. James Howard informed me, that
the agricultural land, generally speaking, is well drained.
Thorough drainage is found to be a great improvement.
Horse-shoe tiles are used, and pipes are coming into use. The
degth at which the drains are laid varies from 18 to 36 inches,
and the width apart, 24 feet on stiff lands, and a greater
distance on light soils. The tiles cost 25s. per thousand,
exclusive of leading; the soles one-fourth of that price. The
leading of both together comes to about 3s. per 1,000, :

Liquid manure has not been extensively used in Nantwich.
Some land at about two miles from the town s irrigated by means
of a pump and gutters. It is a most excellent piece of land,
and very fertile. Manure in a liquid form has been hitherto
so little appreciated, that when the machine for emptyin
cesspools was in operation during the cholera, the seil coul
scarcely be got quit of. Mr. Johnson, the Inspector of
Nuisances, says, he gave it away to the person who belonged to
the horse, and paid him for the leading in addition.

Drainace oF rHr Town.—The great bulk of the com-

laints made at the opening of the inquiry, had reference to
the want of drainage in the town. _

Mr. J. Broadhurst complained of a foul and offensive open
ditch which passes alon tEe outskirts of the greater portion of
the town, and near his house, at the top of Hospital-street.

Mr. Thos. Johnson, assistant-overseer, complained of an open
ditch or cesspool, commencing behind Mr. George Barker's
Em erty, and going along Pall Mall, and across Pillory-street,

nally emptying itself in the river. j

Mr. George Latham, architect, said there were several
other offensive ditches in the meighbourhoods of Hospital-
street, Pillory-street, Love-lane, Barker-street, the Church-
yard, Mug-market, Pepper-street, and Wall-lane. The w]mlﬂl
town seems to be inteisected with these filthy receptacles of
night-soil and all other abominations, which remain entirely
stagnant, in the midst of the population. I had abundant
opportunity of ascertaining the accuracy of the complaints
during the inspection, and shall therefore avoid, as much as
possible, further allusion to them. :

In the First Wood-street, Thomas Dunning, occupying one
of the houses, complained of a cesspool from the privies.

He says :—
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At the bottom of Mill-street I saw, durine the inspection,
many persons fetching river water, some of which I examined,
and found it quite unfit for food. A little girl among them had
got a large canful, and said, that her father, Joseph Moore,
was a small shopkeeper, and lived in Pepper-street, a distance
of about 250 yards. The water was for drinking and tea.

Mr. Thomas Johnson, assistant-overseer, and late Inspector
of Nuisances, gave testimony of great importance, because it
shows the extravagant cost of ﬁ’xe present modes by which
water is obtained. He says:—

“I have lived in Nautwich all my life, and was much engaged,
officially, during the prevalence of cholera this year. With the excep-
tion of Mill-street, where all the inhabitants drunk river water, the
cases of cholera have been in the immediate vicinity of foul stinking
accumulations of animal and vegetable matter, The privies are very
bad ; there is no system of drainage in the town, nor any public water
supply, except five public pumps, from only one of which is the water
fit to drink, and that has been put down since the cholera commenced.

“There are two wells and a spout, from which the inhabitants obtain
walter for food, but the two wells are out of the township. Oune would
be 500, and the other 600 yards from the centre of the town. With
the exception of those two wells the water is very deficient in quantity
and defective in quality. There may be 20 private wells, and about
100 private pumps and wells in the town. These are generally
outside the houses, in the court-yards, and are confined to the more
wealthy inhabitants. I know of no ecottage in the town with an
exclusive pump and well. There may be some few rows of cottages
that have a common pump and well. The average number of houses
to each of such would be about five, but by far the greater number are
without any such provision. The spring water is very hard, and it
varies much in different parts of the town. All these, where they
exist, are outside the houses. The cost of a well, to obtain water,
would vary from 6L to 8304 That would partly arise from the faults
in the strata. The average cost would not be less than 10, The
annuzl repair of pump 3s. 6d., and its duration 20 years. There are
lead cisterns for rain water in some of the betler class of houses. They
cost about 8l. for 400 gallons. Annual repairs, cleansing, and dilapi-
dation, 2s. Gd.

Most of the poor have old treacle casks for holding rain water.
They cost 6s., and will last six years. The people use cans chiefly for
carrying water; they will hold about three gallons, and cost from
92s. 6d. to 3s. They are not generally painted, and will last, with care,
about two years without repairs. The poor have seldom more than
one can. The water in the tubs is rarely covered, and becomes very
foul. Those who have the advantage of a common hard water pump,
have to carry an average distance of eight yards. Those who have to
depend on the public pumps, wells, spout, and river, have to carry
water 200 yards on the average. The persons so depende..t form the
areatest portion of the poor population, and alse many of the more
wealthy inhabitants,  For food, the people generally economise water,
on account of the difficulty of oblaining it. They do not fetch more
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Iﬂsynm_ur,, FIRES, AND MEANS OF EXTINGUISHING THEM.—
On this point Mr. Broadhurst says in his evidence :—

*“ The house property here is generally insured. I am not connected
with any office. The insurance ranges from 1s. 6d. to 4. 6d. per cent.,
according to risk. We have four fire engines; three of them are of
very little use, but one is in a good condition, The engines are sup-
plied with water from the river and pumps. If a fire were to occur in
the upper part of the town, there would be great want of water, unless
1t were near the pools on the Barony. The town was twice nearly
burnt down. There were once pipes and fire plugs in the principal
streets. The water was raised by a wheel from the river, but it was
the property of a private individual, and he cut off the communication.
The water has to be carried by buckets to the engine. There are 36
public buckets. Mr. Charles Laxton, special high-constable for the
hundred of Nantwich, has charge of the principal engine, and there
are six men who are liable to be called out whenever there is a fire.
There have been about a dozen fires in the last 20 years, The engines
are only brought out for exercise about once a-year.”

VenTiLaTion or Houses Anp Clourts, aAND CONSTRUCTION
ofF Housis AND THEIR APPURTENANCES. COXDITION OF
Lopcine Houses.— Welsh-row is a tolerably wide and commo-
dious street; but generally the houses of the town are built
irregularly and most of the principal streets are narrow, as is the
case 1n many old towns. Many of the courts are very much
confined : the buildings either surrounding them, or the whole is
nothing more than a narrow passage. I have not visited any
town where so large a proportion of the cottage houses are with-
out any means of ventilation. In a great number none of the
windows will open, and there are bedrooms without any windows.
In the older parts of the town most of the houses are half-
timbered and very much dilapidated. I saw numerous buildings
in Nantwich from 1 foot to 2 feet 6 inches out of perpendicular.

I proceed to quote a few of the facts which came under my
observation while inspecting the town.

In Welsh-row there is a court of newly-erected houses
belonging to the Primitive Methodist Trustees, and adjoining
the chapel. Richard Lord is the tenant of one, and says,—

“ There are nine houses, and the rents are 47. 15s. and rates. The
privies and ashpits are at the back, and have to be emptied through the

houses in wheelbarrows. There is no drainage whatever from the
back: all the houses are in a similar condition. They have been

built eight or nine years.”

Back of Second Wood-street, Mr. James Willett and others’
prﬂl]:ertjr has very offensive privies, with cesspools full of
nightsoil, and a stagnant channel in a most loathsome con-
dition. There is no drainage. . P

Middle Wood-street.—There are three houses without privies.
The nightsoil is thrown to a heap near the doors. In the same
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were eight beds and substitutes for beds in one room, occupied
by sixteen persons, seven males and nine females, with an
average of only 954 cubic feet of breathing space for each.

At another, kept by Michael Cummins, in Love-lane, there
were seven men in three beds, in a small room affording only
131% cubic feet of air for each person.

In the Second Wood street is a small lodging-house, kept by
J ohn Donoghue, more crowded, in proportion to its size, t]{-an I
think any place I had previously visited. The stench in all
the rooms was horrible ; almost enough to stifle any one coming
in from the cool fresh night air. Down stairs, in the living
room, was a man, his wife, and two children, and two savage
dogs, whose ordure and urine was spread on the floor. 3%ln
a very small room up-stairs there were four persons, with only
90 cubic feet of air each; and in another room, a little larger,
eight persons, with only 68 cubic feet each.

I also examined the iﬂﬂﬁﬂ of Gaffin’s, the sweep, where there
were nine cases of typhus fever in 1846, and found in one small
room a man and woman who had both had cholera. Up a erazy
ladder, in a small loft two boys ; in a third dirty room, 12 feet
square, three beds containing three men, three women, and
two children, with 148 cubic feet of breathing space each. The
only respectable clean lodging-house in Nantwich is in Welsh-
row, and 1is kept by Catherine Davis, widow, who will take in
only clean and decent-looking people. She pays 121 rent, and
complains that she cannot live because she refuses rogues and
vagabonds, though her charge is not more for lodgings than
those of the filthy places already deseribed. Her six rooms are
spacious, and she has ten clean beds; but on the same night
when the other houses were so crowded she had only five
lodgers, all men. This fact indicates to some extent the
utterly degraded condition of the persons who frequent the
lodging-houses of our towns.

oxpiTioN oF THE Roaps, Surrace CLEANSING, AND Pun-
Lic Nuisances.—There are very few footways in the streets in
Nantwich. In the centre of the town the narrow streets are
Eaved with boulders or pebbles, which extend from building to
uilding across the street, and make a very uneven surface to
walk upon.

It appears from the abstract of accounts that the expenditure
of the year ending March, 1848, was 185Z, and I was informed
that is about the average. Messrs. Cooper and Heath, the
Surveyors of Highways, gave the following evidence as to their
duties,—

“The length of the public highways in Nantwich is about five miif's
"There are two turnpike-roads in the township. We have no office in
which to transact our business. The public meetings for highway pur-
poses are held in the vesiry. We have a great deal of labour, because
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the chapel doors. At the time of my visit only two interments
had taken place; one four months previously, and the other
only a few weeks. The trustees had also just purchased a plot
of 600 square yards of land adjoining the chapel with the view
of using it for a burial-ground. It is a singular circumstance
that this ground is only 12 yards from the churchyard, and
that it should have been bought for such a purpoese just at the
time when the churchyard was being voluntarily closed, and
when public opinion was making Sl.?(ﬁl rapid progress against
further inframural interments. It is not my duty to impute
any motive; but it would seem that according to the 83rd
section of the Public Health Act, the interments which have
already taken place there, and the appropriation of any addi-
tional land as a buria,l-%muml, are i{legal, and the trustees
or other persons in authority, liable to a penalty of 50L for
every offence.

In Church-lane there is a small burial-ground, also belong-
ing to the Independents. There is room only for about 50
graves, and it already contains 24 bodies.

Warcnineg, Licuring, anp Gas.— My, James Howard sup-
plied me with all necessary information on this subject, and
from his evidence it EEPEHJ‘E that the town is in a very unpro-
tected state during the hours of darkness, and is likely to be
‘even worse. He says,—

% The General Watching and Lighting Act is not now in operation
here : it wasin force for seven years until about 1842, The lamps were
erected by the inspectors under that Act, but the ratepayers then deter-
mined not to elect Inspectors again. There is a watchman, who collects
small sume from such private individuals as choose to give. The
county of Chester Constabulary Act is in operation in Nantwich, and
the special High Constable of the hundred of Nantwich resides in the

town and has one man, ; ;
¢ There are 42 public lamps in the town, but only eight are lighted,
and five of them will be extinguished in another month, unless funds be
provided to pay for them ; they are at present paid for by private sub-
scription. 'The charge is 45s. for lighting from ﬂﬂﬂ[l}EEE until dawn,
and from 4th September to the 1st April, with the exception of five nights
at each full moon. The lights are batwings that burn five or six feet
er hour, and the lighting and extinguishing costs tlie company about
11s. per lamp. The public lighting of the town 1s very defective, and
if the Local Board of Health could contract with the company for light-
ing the town properly, it would be a great improvement. I am one of
the principal proprietors of the gas works. We have no local Act of
arliament, nor is the concern registered or envolled under the General
Joint Stock Company’s Act. We are merely a private trading company.
The capital consists of 240 shares of 10 each, gu'l! d]Jﬂld up ; the f Ares
are at par, but there is very little traffic; the dividend averages 5% per
cent. : the consumption is now generally by metet, and the price 8s. per
thousund, with the exception of Messrs. Bower and Company’s mill,
which is lighted at a lower rate on account of the large consumption. I







24 Report to the General Board of Health,

that, if necessary, it could be conveyed to the highest story in
the house. Cheapness requires that it shall be furnished at
the lowest possible cost, and the Public Health Act declares
that the price shall not exceed the sum of 24. per week, It
must now be considered settled, from the opinions of all scien-
tific and professional men who have paid attention to the
subject, and from the reports of Her Majesty’s Commissioners,
that a supply equal to 25 gallons per Ella]r must be given for
each individual of the population, for food, cleansing of the
person, Washini of linen, house cleansing, and other domestic
purposes ; for keeping in clean and healthy action a system of
economical town drainage ; for watering the public ways ; for
washing and cleansing by the hose and jet-pipe the surface of
all the streets and courts of the town; for stables, inns, and
manufacturing Hul‘]]DSES; for extinguishing fires immediately
by fire-plugs and the jet-pipe, without the necessity for engines ;
and for all other purposes to which a water supply may be
made conducive in the preservation of life and property.

In providing a water supply for a town, it is always desi-
rable, if possible, to select a source at a higher altitude than
the houses, and this I was anxious to do at Nantwich. I ex-
amined all the high lands within several miles, and found two
sources from whence the supply could be taken. In deseribing
them both, I shall depart from the mode I usually adopt, be-
cause each has its peculiar advantages, and as one scheme would
involve negociations with a public company, I think it better that
the local Board of Health should be prepared and strength-
ened by an alternative mode of supply. ’1Phc1*c: are only about
three areas of sufficient size, and within a convenient distance
of the town. One of them I found unsuitable, on account of
woods and arable land. The second is the district drained
by the Cheer Brook, about two miles south-cast of the town,
and at the fork of several brooks about half a mile cast of Butt
Green, in Wybunbury Willaston Township, parish of Wybun-
bury. The water here would be very pure, and so abundant
that nine-tenths of the water might be a’l]tﬁvﬁd for years to run
away if the storm water should be at all turbid, and thus the
expense of mechanical filtration would be avoided. It would
be necessary r.:r'nljf to construct a store reservoir, with sluices to
shut out the storm water, and from thence to convey the water
by a pipe to the town, where it would be distributed by street
mains and by a service-pipe to every house and water closet, or
improved privy. : :

If‘he other source of supply, available to the inhabitants of
Nantwich, is a large reservoir about three miles nu:'l:h-west of
the town, adjoining the Ellesmere and Chester Canal, now
the property of the Shropshire Union Railway and Canal
Company. This reservoir has not been constructed many years,
but I am informed that in consequence of the great falling off
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and buildings to that already given, making the sum of
3247, 10s. 10d., and leaving an annual surplus of 217 7s. 6d.

Thus it appears that the water supply, and an efficient
system of drainage together, will cost less than water does now.

Sewace Distrisurion.—The agricultural land ot the town-
ship appears, according to the evidence, to be tolerably well
- drained, and therefore the sewage manure of the town might
be applied to it with great advantage. Liquid manures do
not seem to have been used in any systematic manner in the
neighbourhood. The only instance brought before my notice
was that of a piece of land irrigated by means of a pump and
open gutters, but even there the land is said to be very fertile,
and there can be no doubt that its fertility would be still
further increased if the liquid manure were laid evenly on with
the hose and jet-pipe. The value of town refuse as a fertilizer
has long been wcﬁ understood on the continent, and is now
becoming highly appreciated in some parts of this country.
Its intrinsic value has been estimated by chemists at 20s. for
each individual of the pn})ulation. Farmers have proved that
it can produce 100 tons of green food upon an acre of land, and
scientific men have stated that with the application of engi-
neering skill it will yield a revenue in any town sufficient to pay
all the local rates. It may probably require some time before
the farmers in the neighbourhood will fully appreciate its
importance to the land, and therefore I have provided for its
discharge into the river below the town, but there can be little
doubt that as chemical knowledge, with reference to agricul-
ture advances, and becomes more widely diffused, the town of
Nantwich will derive a considerable revenue from the sale of
its sewage manure.

Improvep Paving.—The great distance from whence road
materials, and stone has to be obtained, is a disadvantage,
but not an insuperable one. The streets of Nantwich gene-
rally, and the courts almost univcrsa,]lﬁ-", are capable of great
improvement, without going out of the township for mate-
1‘iu{h‘. I have already stated that the pavement is boulders,
and that the )fiu-:ipa{ streets are without footpaths. It would
be easy to make kerbs of clay, like large bricks, and if hard-
burnt, they would have a very handsome appearance. 1 should
then lay down footpaths of gas conerete, which would be smooth,
durable, impervious to moisture, and economical. The portion
laid down by the surveyors, and alluded to in their evidence,
is an improvement, but it would hm'!: been much better b
the admixture of a small quantity of lime, and ‘h}'_ heavy roll-
ing after laying down, instead of being beaten with a maul.
Such kerbs as I have described might be made and put down
for 6d. per yard run, and the concrete completed at 10d. per
square yard. In any street admitting therefore of a footpath
6 feet wide, the total cost would be ls. 1d. per square yard,
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of the town empties into a series of them, which ha

to be connected together, and the stench is complained of as
intolerable, The %\Iarquis of Cholmendeley, as lord of the
manor, has some power over this common, and I believe
the inhabitants have also some rights. John Tollemache,
Esq., M.P., is the principal proprietor of the fee. The area,
as near as I could judge, is about 25 aeres, and it occurred to
me during the inspection that this would he an admirable place
for public walks and amusements; and that if properly laid
out 1t would be highly ornamental to the town. I mentioned
the matter, therefore, to the rector, and was gratified to hear
that the same thought had occurred to him, and that he had
corresponded with %Ir. Tollemache on the subject. As, how-
ever, that correspondence was private, I requested the rector to
address him, with reference to such an arrangement, under the
provisions of the Public Health Act, and!shortly after leaving
Nantwich received a note, of which the following is a copy :—

“ Nantwich Reetory, October 19, 1849,
“ DEAR SIR,

“ You may remember my showing you a letter from Mr. Tolle-
mache to me about the Barony., He will not let me put that letter into
your hands, because it was a confidential communieation from the
Marquis of Cholmondeley. What he has written on the other side you
are at perfect liberty to use in any way you think proper.

“ | am, dear Sir,
“ Yours faithfully,
“ William Lee, Esq.”’ “ A. F. CuaTer.”

The following is a copy of the communication referred to
from Mr. Tollemache :—

¢ Lord Cholmondeley does not see that the interests of the Chol-
mondeley property can in any way be injured by his acceding to the
proposed enclosure of the Barony. He has merely a life interest in the
property, therefore considers his consent would be of little avail after
his death. Some Act of Parliament, however, may give powers in
such cases to persons similarly circumstanced. Should this be the case
he will readily give his assent to the measure if the proprietors are dis-

osed to give theirs,

‘¢ Mr, Tollemache will readily give his assent to the proposed mea-

sure.”’

A public road without fences runs lengthwise through the
centre of this waste land, and if it could be inclosed for the
benefit of the town, that portion to the east of the road would
make as fine a ground as could well be conceived for cricket,
football, and other athletic games; while that to the east of
the road might be planted and laid out as public walks. The
pits and holes whic]h now disficure it, and form receptacles for
offensive refuse, would, if drained, softened down, and covered
with grass, add beauty to the grounds, and give all the varied
picturesque effect of a greatly extended area,










