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2 CONGENITAL OBLITERATION OF THE BILE-DUCI

cases there is complete obliteration of some part or
hepatic, common or cystic ducts, or of the gall-bladder,
very few exceptions, implication of the bloodvessels or
in the neighbourhood is conspicuous by its absence.

What is the etiology and pathology of these cases ?

How are the various symptoms to be explained ?

In the present paper an attempt has been made to 1
data we have wherefrom to form an opinion on
tions, firstly, by accumulating all the available detai
published cases (along with those of an original case),
by looking at them in the light of other clinical fact:
results of recent experimental investigation.

It may be objected that the reports of individual ca
from miscellaneous sources, which must form the basi
investigation, are often defective, and possibly sometin
and misleading ; but then we must remember that ou
drawn from this source are not to be regarded as forr
which is no stronger than its weakest link, but that
resemble a line of stepping-stones, by means of whi
individually they are not all very reliable, one may :
to a satisfactory conclusion,—always provided one does
to put too much weight in places not able to bear it.

We shall first give the facts of our own case ; then p
examination of other published cases of congenital ol
the bile-ducts, and of cases of fatal infantile jaundice v
ducts ; and, lastly, we shall consider the pathology a
etiology of the condition.

I. CasE oF CoNGENITAL OBLITERATION OF THE BIL

Geo. Morrissey, aged 3 months, seen first on 6th
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CLINICAL HISTORY OF CASE.

Other Children.—One, a girl about 10, is alive an
Three have died in infancy—two of “bronchitis,” a
“worms.” None of them were ever jaundiced or sufi
hemorrhages, and none of them had any symptoms of
sy philis.

Pregnancy.—During the whole time of her pregnancy t
was insufficiently fed, and lived largely on fruit given
friendly greengrocer.

Labour.—The mother says that she was under chlorofc
hour and a half, and that instruments were used “ becaus
came.,”

At birth, the child seemed perfectly well, and was
Jaundiced. After about ten days, he gradually became y
has been so ever since. He never had any heemorrhag:
umbilicns. He was given the breast only, and throve
till five weeks ago when the whooping-cough began. The
always dark and stained his clothes yellow. During p
first week, he passed several dark green stools (“like thos
new-born babies”), but after that time the motions bec
coloured. They have never had the slightest yellow
tinge. Abouta week ago some dark blood was seen in th
and about the same time there was bleeding from the 1
nose. The bowels have always been freely opened thr
times a day; the child has never been subject to vom
has had no fits. During the last week or so, he has be
so feeble that he makes scarcely any noise when he @
has never had any symptoms suggestive of congenital
He has been given grey powders and cough-mixture, bt
improved at all.

Present Condition—The child is tolerably well-nounrs
very weak and languid. The scalp is dry and scaly, the
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Congenital Obliteration of the Small Intestine -



























Congenital Obliteration of the Gall Bladder.
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