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Viil PREFACE.

which this branch of medicine is making is in all
probability as rapid as that of any other department
of the healing art.”

“It has been truly stated, when discoursing on
the ear, that whoever has witnessed, and attentively
observed, the distressing effect arising from a loss
or diminution of its sensibility, will readily acknow-
ledge that such deprivation throws us at a distance
from our fellow-creatures, and, in the present state
of society, renders us more solitary beings than the
loss of sight itself; though the rapid glance of the
eye, the immense distance to which it enables us to
carry our perceptions, and the extended circle it
embraces, have given rise to some of our most plea-
surable and magnificent sensations, though it has
brought us acquainted with objects which seemed
ever placed far beyond our reach, still the more
humble sense which we are now considering, the
more confined dominion of the ear, has contributed
most effectually to the every happiness of life. It
enables us to hold communion with our fellow-
creatures, to improve and exalt our understandings
by the mutual interchange of ideas, and thus to

inerease the cirele, not only of our physical, but of
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The above engraving points out the enlarged tonsil, almost elosing
the pharyngeal opening; it existed for nearly twenly years without
affecting audition in the least, or causing any inconvenience, either

i speaking or singing.
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