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FOR CLEANSING TIHE DRAINS OF BLACK TOWN. T

9th. That the tract of ground south of the Adayar would probably sup-
ply the adjacent section of Madras with water of the same quality as is now
procured from the wells in the north of Black Town.

10th. That nothing would so effectually secure Madras against the risk
of an insufficient supply of water as a tank in the neighbourhood supplied by

a river.
11th. 'That the most certain rviver is the Palar, whose waters already
come to Madras in small quantities, by indirect channels,

12th. That the Adayar river has never been a year, the Committee be-
lieve, without water sufficient to fill such a tank as is required, and there is
reason to think that either in its bed, or elsewhere in the neighbourhood of
Madras, there would be no difficulty in forming a tank of capacity sufficient to
supply Madras for two years if necessary.

18th. The Committee have learnt that it is in contemplation to build an

open brick sewer, in lien of the stagnant ditch joining the cesspool on the
northern ESPI:'E.]]H.ﬂ.B with the Cooum river. This work as it appears to them,
might be dispensed with, and the ditek filled in; whereby a considerable ex-
penditure might be saved, and a complete remedy for the nuisance substituted
for a very questionable one.

14th. The Committee beg respectfully to draw the attention of Govern-
ment to two points, which though indirectly conneeted with the subject of
their report, they trust they will be excused for noticing—1st, whether it be
not very undesirable that the tract of land on the north side of the Black
Town walls should be permitted to become gradually converted into native
parcherries, by the increasing scttlement of many thousands north of the
Monegar Choultry, They are apprehensive that the gradual extension of
crowded dwellings on that side, may ere long have a sensible effect upon the
purity of the supplies of fresh water gathered from the sand between Trivatoor
and Madras. They think it would be very desirable to keep that neighboug-
hood free from dense occupation, as much as possible,

2ndly. The Committee finding that the greatest cause of complaint
against the drainage of Black Town is the stench from the lower end of the
southern main sewer, and being of opinion that the evil might in a great
degree Le overcome by cheap and simple means, strongly recommend that the
remedy should be applied at once, even though it should entail a small outlay
on a work which would be useless if the drainage they suggest is adopted; ag
the preliminary measures proposed cannot be completed for some time, and:tha
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LETTER FROM SURGEON 2D DISTRICT. 51

breeze ; the house in consequence is soon rendered uninbabitable, falls into
decay and rank vegetation springs up around. This is no fanciful picture ;
several houses in my immediate vicinity are thus situated, untenanted, ruinous,
and surrounded by cocoanut trees and jungle, what applies to them will in a
fow years be equally applicable to every large house in this division, for the
evil is rapidly increasing; discomfort and ingalubrity must be the necessary
consequence of the absence of pure air, and thus the European inhabitants will
be driven from Kilpauk, valuable property deteriorated and visitations of cho-
lera in the adjoining division of Pursewauk rendered more frequent, less easily
removed and more fatal in its results.

The Female Asylum in the immediate neighbourhood cannot be expected
long to continue uninfluenced by the evils above alluded to. The children
belonging to it have hitherto been extremely healthy, but in proportion as
these plantations are allowed to surround and encroach upon the Asylum, so
will the salubrity of this admirable institution be affected and to a certain
extent its usefulness impaired.

The native villages in Kilpauk are extremely filthy, and no means are
used by the inhabitants for the removal of the animal and vegetable refuse
with which they abound.

PURSEWAUK.—This division forms the central portion of the district, lies
low, with a slight declination from the Poonamallee road to the Outry nullah.
It is densely populated with Natives and East Indians: the upper portion is
well built and the main and intermediate streets are kept clean, but as you
approach the nullah or north side of the division, the houses or huts are of the
most inferior deseription and are inhabited by a crowded and most filthy
population.

The sewerage and drainage of Pursewauk are of the very worst description,
indeed any thing of the kind can scarcely be said to exist, few if any of the
gutters are continuous, of the same depth, or paved ; thus the liquid filth of the
inhabitants, issuing from the house drains lodges in the hollows in front of the
dwelling, and it is only by the natural process of evaporation and absorption
that it is ever removed ; wherever cattle are kept, there the evil exists to a
greater extent, and the natives themselves, even the most respectable, use no
means whatever to remove this disgusting nuisance from their doors.

The scavengering is very imperfectly performed, more particularly in the
very localities where filth most abounds, viz., in the narrow streets and lanes .
where the poorer classes reside and where ventilation is most deficient; here
animal and vegetable refuse is allowed to collect for several days before it is

removed, and not infrequently the refuse of the main streets is thrown down in
these less frequented localities.
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SECOND MEMORANDUM BY LIEUT. COL. A, T. COTTON. Yo

APPENDIX T,

MEMORANDUM BY LIEUT.-COLONEL A.T. COTTON, CHIEF.ENGINEER
AND MEMBER, MILITARY BOARD, IN CONTINUATION OF XNO. 278,
DATED 31st AUGUST 1852. (See Appendix A.)

I have in a former paper stated my views in favour of this project, but 1l
think it may be well here to endeavour to answer such objections, as I have
heard of stated against it; and which may perhaps be thus summed up—

1st — That there is no necessity for any works on sanitary grounds, on
account of the healthiness of Madras.

ond,—That the money could be expended with greater results up the

country.
9rd.—That Madras has already had a great deal of money spent upon it.

4th.—That it wants a Pier, more than water and water carriage.

9 In answer to the first, T remark that the proposal to spend money on
Madras did not originate with me; the Honorable Court had actually sanction-
ed an expenditure of 73,000 Rupees on a mere pateh-work attempt to im-
prove the sanitary state of Madras, and the Justices as I believe, had fully made
up their minds to spend a further sum of 50,000 Rupees in throwing salt
water into Black Town ; that point therefore was settled. Questions connected
with the expenditure already ordered by the Court were placed before me upon
which I was obliged to come to some decision; and nothing could be clearer to
my mind, upon investigating the matter, than that before another Lack was
spent in addition to those already laid out on various pelty works, the funda-
mental point, the bringing fresh water into Madras, should be considered.
That very large sums have been spent in detached improvements, that large
sums were sanctioned for others, and that further very large sums were sure to
be spent, seems tome to confine the question to whet should be done, and I
therefore did not enter upon that of the expediency of doing something. And
the examination of the subject at once made it evident to me that what was
most obviously the fundamental measure as respects the sanitary inprovement
of Madras, was equally a fundamental one for the other wants of the city.

3. If however I am called upon to answer the question whether it is ad-
visable to spend large sums of money on Madras or not, there seems to me no
possible room for doubt on the point. In using the term * sanitary,” I did
not mean to exclude the points of comfort and convenience, and to consider
only the sickness and mortality : it is impossible in fact to prevent the latter,
without attending to the former. That Madras is not a particularly unhealthy
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