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32d Concress, [SENATE.] Ree. Com.
2d Session. No. 421.

IN SENATE OF THE UNITED SENATE.

Franvary 19, 1853—Ordered to be printed.

Mr. Warker made the following

REPORT:

{To accompany an amendment intended to be proposed to the act (H. R. 336) “making
appropriation for the support of the army for the year ending June 30, 1854."]

The select committee, to which were referred the various memorials
in regard to the discovery of the means by which the human body
ts rerdered uniformly and safely insensible to pain under surgi-
cal operations, has had the subject under consideration, and now

report :

That in the opinion of the committee such a discovery has been
made, and that the credit and honor of the discovery belong to
one of the following persons, all citizens of the United States, to
wit: William T. G. Morton, Horace Wells, deceased, or Charles
T. Jackson; but to which of these persons in particular the dis-
covery should be awarded, the committee is not unanimous, and
consequently the committee is of opinion that this point should
not be settled by Congress without a judicial inquiry.

But the committee has no hesitancy in saying, that to the man
who has bestowed this boon upon mankind, when he shall be cer-
tainly made known, the highest honor and reward are due which
it is compatible with the institutions of our country to bestow.

The means of safely producing insensibility to pain in surgical
and kindred operations have been the great desideratum in the
curative art from the earliest period of medical science, and have
been zealously sought for during a period of more than a thou-
sand years. At various periods, and in various ages, hope has
been excited in the human breast that this great agent had been
found; but all proved delusive, and hope as often died away, un-
til the discovery now under consideration burst upon the world
from our own country, and in our own day. Then, and not until
then, was the time-cherished hope realized that the knife would
lose its sting, and that blood might follow its edge without pain,

But for the committee to dilate upon the importance of thig -

discovery were futile indeed. The father or mother who has
seen a child, or the child who has a father or mother, upon the
surgeon’s table, writhing and shrieking from pain and agony—
the husband who has seen his wife suffering, perhaps dying, un-
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method analogous to that of Theodoric, and specifies five cases in
which he succeeded in performing painless operations.”

The success of the modern revival of this ancient anmsthetic
agent, appears to have been about equal to that of Dr. Wells
with the nitrous oxyd. M. Dauriol says he applied it suceessfully
and specifies five cases in which he performed operations with-
out pain, and it may be reasonably inferred, without previous
mental preparation. Dr. Wells performed an operation, that of
extracting a tooth or teeth, on “fen or fifteen” persons as he says,
but the first and only exhibition he made of it out of his own
town was a failure, and brought him and his nostrum into ridi-
cule. He certainly did no more in 1844 to prove the utility of
nitrous oryd as an anwsthetic agent, than Dauroil had done for the
spongia somnifera in 1832. Nor did he do more to advance the
general idea of anmsthesia, or to commend it to the favorable
notice of the medical faculty. Nor did M. Dauriol stand alone in
this department of medical science :

English use of Gases to produce insensibility in 1828,

“September 23, 1828, M. Girardin read a letter before the Acad-
emy of Medicine, addressed to his Majesty Charles X., by Mr.
Hickman, a surgeon of London, in which this surgeon announces
a means of performing the most delicate and most dangerous ope-
rations without producing pain in the individuals submitted to
them. This proceeding consists in suspending insensibility by the
methodical introduction of certain gases into the lungs. Mr.

Hickman had tested his proceedings by repeated experiments on
animals.” -

But neither of their discoveries met with any considerable sue-
cess. Neither was acknowledged or adopted by the medical pro-
fession, though both had formed “a distinct coneeption of ancsthe-
sia,” and both of them * attained that end” by means “good and
satisfactory " to themselves, though not to the medical profession.

Other ansesthetic agents have been tried, with some success,

but never brought into general use, nor obtained the approval of
an enlightened medical faculty.

“Haller, Deneux, and Blandin, report cases of operatiens per-
formed upon patients under the influence of alcholic intoxication,
in obstetric and other cases, without pain; and Richerand has sug-
gested that this expedient should be employed in the management
of dislocations difficult to be reduced. For obvious reasons it
has not been adopted by the profession. Mesmerism, also, has
been the subject of grave diseussions, and of some extraordinary
Statements, in this connection ; but, whatever may be thought of
the individual cases certified by witnesses, it is not too much to

say that it is not likely ever to become a remedy of genera o
plication.” g yigrigeneral ap
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private exhibition on the morning of December 11, 1844, at the
said hall ; and that the deponent then inhaled a portion of said
nitrous oxyd gas, to ascertain its peculiar effect upon his system ;
and that there were present at that time the said Colton, Horace
Wells, C. F. Colton, Benjamin Moulton, and several other genﬂ:a-
men, to the deponent at this time unknown; and that the said
deponent, while under the influence of the said gas, did run against
and throw down several of the settees in said hall, thereby throw-
ing himself down, and causing several severe bruises upon his
knees and other parts of his person; and that, after the peculiar
influence of said gas had subsided, his friends then present asked
if he had not injured himself, and then directed his attention to
the acts which he had committed unconsciously while under the
operation of said gas. He then found by examination that his
knees were severely injured; and he then exposed his knees to
those present, and found that the skin was severely abrased and
broken; and that the deponent then remarked ‘that he believed
that a person might get into a fight with several persons and not
know when he was hurt, so unconscious was a person of pain
" while under the influence of the said gas; and the said deponent
further remarked, ‘ that he believed that if a person could be re-
strained, that he could undergo a severe surgical operation with-
out feeling any pain at the time.” Dr. Wells then remarked * that
he believed that a person could have a tooth extracted while un-
der its influence, and not experience any pain; and the said
Wells further remarked ‘that he had a wisdom tooth that trou-
bled him exceedingly, and if the said G. Q. Colton would fill his
bag with some of the gas, he would go up to his office and try
the experiment,” which the said Colton did; and the said Wells,
C. F. Colton, and G. Q. Colton, and your deponent, and others at’
this time unknown to said deponent, proceeded to the office of said
Wells; and that said Wells there inhaled the gas, and a tooth
was extracted by Dr. Riggs, a dentist then present ; and that the

said Wells, after the effect of the gas had subsided, exclaimed ‘ A
new era in tooth-pulling!"”

On the same point G. Howell Olmstead, Jr., says:

“In answer to your question, I would state that I wish to ren-
der justice to all parties concerned. Having been connected in
business with Dr. Wells, and being very intimate with him, we
had a great many conversations together about the effect of the
gas, and in those conversations he always told me he derived his
first idea of the matter from remarks made by Dr. S. A, Cooley
at a private exhibition of laughing gas, given at the Union Hall,
in this city, in the winter of 1844 or 45; and that, from those

remarks, and what he witnessed himself, he immediatel i
it to his own business.” 4 y applied

But enough of this, I do not use it to depreciate the experi-

ments of Dr, \:el]s, for if the idea which he attempted to carry












































































































