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HENRY KIMPTON'S REGENT PUBLICATIONS.
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In one’ Volume 8vo. Cloth, p.p. 806, 25s. Fifth Edition
enlarged and thoroughly revieed containing 266 Illustrations.

A PRACTICAL TREATISE ON THE

DISEASES OF WOMEN.

T. GAILLARD THOMAS, M.D.

Professor of Diseases of Women in the College of Physicians and
Surgeons, New York.
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EXTRACT FROM THE AUTHOR'S PREFACE,

#The Author's object has been to write a practical work, not an Eneyelopedia ;
to record views and methods which recommend themselves vn account of their
merit, not merely of their novelty. 8o rapidly de new things present themselves in
this active department of medicine, however, that it must be stated that some
innovations which apparently possess merit have been left unmentioned because
sufficient time has not elapsed for their trial,"

He has devoted two years of labour to the endeavour to bring this edition tu the
level of the present state of the science of which it treats.

e ey g

“The words which follow **fifth edition,” are in this case no mere formal
announcement. The alterations which have been made are both numerons and
impertant. Still, they are not such as to affect the general character of the work ;
they merely embody thoee changes in opinion and extensions of knowledge which
inereazed experience and close attention to the current literature of the subject Lave
led the author to adopt.

The attraction and the permanent value of this book lie in the clearness and
truth of the clinical deseriptiors of disease; the fertility of the author in theia-
peutic resources, and the fulness with which the details of treatment are described ;
the definiie character of the teaching; snd last, but not least, the evident candour
which pervades it, the reader feeling throughout that Dr. Thomas is not in the least
anxious to conceal his own mietakes and failures, or to affect certainty where his
experience is limited. We would alse particularise the fulness with which the
history of the subject is gone into, and which makes the book additionally interest-
ing, and gives it a value as & work of reference.”—Medical Times and Gazette,
July 80, 1881,
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28 ATONIC IMPOTENCE.

away an abundant brownish fluid from the prostatic ure-
thra. Whether these morbid states served as factors in
the production of the disease, or simply maintained the
nervous disturbance, I am unable to decide; but, if the
former view be the correct one, functional conditions of
the cord should be prevented from passing into organic
changes by curing the peripheral sources of irritation in
the first stage of the affection, or when the peculiar gait
and slight trouble in speech are associated with extrav-
agant ideas. I have never known insanity, dementia, or
phthisis to follow onanism, as they are said to do by Ritchie,
Esquirol, Pinel, Deslandes, Maudsley, Smith, Acton, and
other writers, nor have I ever met with the distressing
cases described by Lallemand; and I fully agree with Sir
James Paget' in the statements that “masturbation does
neither more nor less harm than sexual intercourse prac-
tised with the same frequency in the same conditions of
general health, and age, and circumstances,” and that the
ills which result from it when indulged in by young per-
sons are due more to the ¢quantity, not the method.”
Unfortunately, however, it is begun earlier in life* than
coition ; and, as it does not require the coéperation of the
opposite sex, it can be practised to a greater extent, and
at all times, and even when erection is incomplete.

Of the remaining remote causes of atonic impotence,
namely, gonorrheea and sexual excesses, which induce

! Clinieal Lectures and Essays, p. 284.

? Fleischmann, in the Wiener Med. Presse, 1878, p. 9, narrates a
case in which an infant began to masturbate at nine months of age,
by crossing the legs and setting up rocking motions of the pelvis and
body ; and Barthez-Rilliet, Marjolin, Von Bambecke, Jacobi, and Mor-
ton have recorded examples in young children who were not sucklings.
























36 ATONIC IMPOTENCE.

command an erection for three months., He was very watchful of a
gleety discharge, and brought with him, for my inspection, a speci-
men of urine which contained little threads of mucus, which he
imagined to be semen. IHis general health was broken; his ex-
pression was woe-begone ; he was gloomy, shy, and reserved, and
unable to fix his attention upon his studies, and easily fatigued.
He was constantly thinking of his previous bad habit and the noc-
turnal emissions, and was convineed that his condition was beyond
relief. In a word, he was a vietim of sexual hypochondrism.
The external genital organs, and the prostate and seminal vesi-
cles, as far as rectal touch enabled me to form an opinion, were
perfectly normal; but the urinary meatus was constantly moist, and
its lips were red and pouting. At five inches and three-quarters
from the meatus I detected a stricture, calibre 17, and also found
that the urethra behind it was extremely sensitive. Placing a
little of the fluid, which was withdrawn by the explorer, under the
microscope, I demonstrated to my patient that it was free from
spermatozoa, and I still further endeavored to gain his confidence
by assuring him that his disability was temporary, since, from its
dependence upon appreciable lesions, it could be cured. Under
appropriate treatment, in three weeks, the pollutions had decreased
in frequency, the prostatic discharge had lessened in quantity, the
hyperzesthesia had notably diminished, and he had begun to have
feeble erections. At the expiration of a month I divided the stric-
ture, and he went with me to the seashore. In three weeks, or
eleven weeks from the commencement of the treatment, he had good
erections, and his mental anxiety was calmed ; but, unfortunately,
he desired to test his powers, and had an almost instantaneous
ejaculation with cessation of erection. This act, which he under-
took entirely on his own responsibility, undid all the good I had
effected ; and it was only after the expiration of eight months
that he finally recovered under the employment of galvanism.

Case XV. A druggist, twenty-four years of age, came to me
on account of vesical irritability, under which he had labored for
six years. e has never had sexual intercourse, but had mastur-
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