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CATALOGUE OF PREPARATIONS OF

mmneous membrane of the tympanum was thick and uleerated ;
a sero-purulent matter pervaded both it and the mastoid
cells. The ossicula were rough. The dura mater was not
adherent to the upper and posterior parts of the petrous
bone, the coats of the internal carotid artery were very much
thickened and dark-coloured, and the walls of the jugular
vein corresponding to the floor of the tympanum are thin,
soft, and easily detached from the bone.

804. Superior wall of the tympanum absorbed. Mucous mem-

805.

806.

brane of the tympanum thick.

Left ear. From a woman, @t. 62, who died from gangrene ;
deaf in the left ear. Membrana tympani white and very
concave: around the point of attachment of the malleus
the blood-vessels are enlarged and distended with blood.
The tympanum is three-parts filled with a thick tenacious
white mucus, which was partly the cause of the white
appearance of the membrana tympani. The mucous mem-
brane of the tympanum was thick and very vascular, and
that portion of it which covers the body of the incus was
red, the vessels being greatly distended with blood. The
upper wall of the tympanum is very thin and almost trans-
parent ; the blood-vessels contained in it are distendec! with
blood, and are continuous with the vasenlar mucous lining of
the tympanum and the dura mater, which latter was also
more vascular than natural. The tensor tympani muscle
was atrophied, and no effect was produced on the membrana
tympani by pulling it. (Right ear. See No. 291.) :
Left ear. Membrana tympani destroyed b_f_,r IIIGE{‘EB..{-IGH,
except a small band at its posterior and superior region, to
which the malleus is attached. Mucous membrane of tym-
panum very thick and diseased, and the bone, _fhrfﬂing t.hﬂ
upper wall of the tympanum, is also {lisen’sed. in its entire
thickness, the eranial surface of the bone being J:augh an.-:l
very vascular. The dura mater which covers this part 1s
in some places very thin, and in others pres-:ant.s'lm-ge
ovifices. History.—Male, @t 22: died from phthisis: he
was deaf in the left ear, and, when a child, had a serofulous
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CATALOGUE OF PREPARATIONS OF

carious, and there are several small orifices in this wall,
which allow of a communication between this cavity and
that of the jugular fossa. The handle of the malleus has been
destroyed by caries, the long process of the incus is rough and
carious, and part of its substance has been destroyed ; the por-
tion which remains is adherent to the stapes. The dura mater
was disconnected from that part of the surface of the petrous
bone, which forms the upper wall of the tympanum; the
superior surface of this portion of the dura mater was adhe-
rent to the arachnoid membrane. Serum was effused beneath
the arachnoid and in the lateral ventricles. History.—From
a boy, @t. 3, who died during hooping-cough. There was
discharge from the left ear for eighteen months previously :
it came on slowly without pain, but now and then it ceased,
when there was great pain in the ear, which disappeared on
the return of the discharce. The discharge was usually
thick and white.

There is a large aperture in the squamous bone, and the
petrous and mastoid bones are converted into a white cheesy-
looking mass. The basilar process of the occipital and
sphenoid, and the whole of the malar bone, were in a similar
condition. A cavity was found in front of the ear, and
another beneath the temporal muscles; both contained a
soft cheesy substance. The ventricles contained three
ounces of bloody serum ; the arachnoid was much injected,
and between it and the pia mater was a layer of yellow pus
extending along the base of the brain. In the middle lobe
of the brain was an abscess, containing upwards of an ounce
of very fetid greenish pus, and a second abscess existed in
the middle of the posterior lobe. The softened bone con-
sisted of cells of various forms, some few only having distinct
nuelei ; there was also interspersed among the cells granular
matter. History.—Male, wt. 25. Subject for five years to
a discharge from the right ear with occasional pain. A year
before his death an abscess broke behind the ear, and dis-
charged at times. About a fortnight before his death he
suffered from severe pain in the head and vomiting, and had
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CATALOGUE OF PREPARATIONS OF

tion; the bone beneath it was found to be carious, and to form
part of the posterior wall of the inner extremity of the
mastoid cells. (See Transactions of the Pathological Society,
1850-1, vol. iii., p. 179.)

853. From a woman, ®t. 33, who died after an illness of
several years’ duration, of which the symptoms were violent
pain in the head, followed by delirium and loss of power in
the limbs, chiefly of the right side, but varying very greatly
in amount. She was able at times to rise from her bed until
within a few days of her death. There was discharge from
the left ear, which was sometimes very profuse, as much as a
tablespoonful escaping in the course of a few minutes, some-
times very slight or absent. The discharge generally
relieved the severity of the symptoms. Auwfopsy.—Dura
mater healthy. Vessels of pia mater, especially the veins,
very full of blood. The brain seemed firmly compressed by
the dura mater. On removing it from the skull, pus exuded
from the external portion of left middle lobe ; and, on careful
examination, it was found that the substanee of the brain
was adherent, together with the dura mater, and other mem-
branes, to the bone, over a space about the size of a sixpence,
constituting the roof of the mastoid cells on the left side.
The bone was carious at this part, and allowed a communi-
cation between the mastoid cells and the cavity of the
eranium ; but the substanee of the brain having given way
during its removal, owing to its adhesion to this portion of
the bone, it is not possible to say, whether there was an
actual communication between the ear and the abscess within
the brain. A large part of the middle and posterior lobes of
the cerebrum, on the left side, were occupied by an abscess,
containing about two ounces of green-coloured pus, contained
in a firm membranous sae, which was easily torn out
from the surrounding cerebral tissue. The brain substance
around the abscess was softened and broken down for the
extent of two or three lines, in all directions; but, inter-
nally, the softening extended farther, and involved ; t:ha
whole of the left corpus striatum, which was entirely disin-
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