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158 LOCAL THERAPEUTICS,

General Surgery.—In the treatment of Burxs lime-water holds high
rank. It forms the chief ingredient of Carron oil, which consists of equal
parts of lime-water and linseed or olive oil. Carron oil was first used in
the Carron Iron Works in Scotland, and has long had a great reputation
‘in the treatment of Burns and ScaLps. When the oil is mixed with
lime-water it forms a creamy substance which is spread on old linen or
muslin, and covered with oiled silk or waxed paper. It is customary to
speak of this as a filthy dressing; but we cannot see that it is any less
cleanly than other applications, while it is certainly a bland and soothing
application to this class of injuries. It is in general use in the hospitals of
Philadelphia. When the sloughs have separated and the surface is covered
with granulations (which are delicate and have a tendency to bleed), appli-
cations of lint soaked in lime-water will be found a satisfactory means of
treatment. We have noticed in these conditions that on changing the
dressing from zinc ointment to boric acid ointment, and then to lime-water,
the granulations appear to keep more healthy, and the cicatrizing process
to advance more rapidly than when one line of dressing is alone pursued.
Lime-water, owing to its alkalinity and astringency, is often used as a
wash in Levcorru@a, Vacinitis, and GLEET. When the discharge is
abundant lime-water is of service in the acute stage ; but in chronic condi-
tions it is inferior to bichloride of mercury (1 to 8000), and to tannic acid.
Lime-water is used with advantage as an injection to destroy SEAT-WORMS.
When employed for this purpose it is important to distend the lower bowel
as much as possible with the fluid, so as to unfold the mucous membrane
and to bring the agent in contact with all the surfaces, thereby thoroughly
cleansing them as well as exposing every parasite to the action of the
remedy.

Black-wask (lotio nigra), a non-official but efficient dressing of VenE-
REAL SORES, is made by shaking up a drachm of calomel with a pint of
lime-water. Lint saturated with this mixture may be wrapped about the
glans penis. This dressing is especially applicable where much inflam-
matory action exists. CHANCROIDAL BupoEs that have suppurated are
often packed with lint that has been previously saturated with black-wash.

Yellow-wash (lotio flava, aqua phagedanica) is made by adding half a
drachm of corresive sublimate to a pint of lime-water. This combina-
tion is less often used than is black-wash. It is more stimulating, and
thus may be employed in the treatment of Cuancroips that have a
phagedenic tendency. The efficiency of both preparations depend on
the black, and the yellow oxide of mercury, which result from the action
of the lime-water on the salts with which they are made.

Diseases of the Skin.—Lime-water enters into the composition of a
number of local preparations employed in the treatment of skin diseases.
Among these black-wash, is one of the best local applications in acute
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296 ; LOCAL THERAPEUTICS.

Iodoform is of value in OTORRHEA accompanied with perforation o
tlmef ear drum. It is often used in conjunction with boric acid b
being dusted upon the affected surfaces. Care should be taken to pre-
vent it caking and retaining the discharge, which this agent possesses
in common with boric acid. Delstanche (Archiv. f. Ohrenheilk., 22)
asserts that iodoform is useful for the treatment of CHroONIC CATAREH,
combined with vaseline and inserted in the Eustachian tube by means o
bougies.

The practice of using an iodoform solution in ether was introduced by the
late Louis Elsberg, of New York. Iodoform may be conveniently suspended
in glycerin in the treatment of Crourous Ruinitis of children. Gottstein
distributes the powder through gauze tampons in the treatment of OzENa.,
It may be thrown in the nasal chamber by insufflation—one grain of the
agent sufficing for an application. H. Allen has used with advantage
cakes of gelatin with which iodoform is mixed. These can be shaped by
scissors to any desired shape, and carried well within the nostril by
forceps. They are especially adapted for the treatment of infiltrations,
confined, as is often the case, to the region of the middle turbinal. Nasal
bougies of the same composition, or made with cacao butter, contain
from two to five grains. The iodoform may be combined with one-
quarter of a grain of the extract of belladonna. A. Jacobi (Arehives
Pediatrics, February, 188¢) applies daily over the parotid gland in Mumps
iodoform collodion, one in eight or ten. Iodoform is used in the treat-
ment of diseases of the respiratory tract, especially by insufflation in
LArRYNGEAL PrrHISIS. It is usually employed in a pure form, though a
small proportion of one of the salts of morphine may be mixed with it.
Thus exhibited it may remain from one to two hours, and not only acts
as a cleanser, but gives rest to the ulcerated parts by covering them
with a light powder; it also appears to exert a retarding effect upon the
progress of the disease. It is indicated in any stage, but appears to
yield the best results where superficial ulcerations exist upen the aryte-
noid masses. The application can be made once or twice daily. It
is necessary to remember that, though unlikely, iodoform intoxication
may be induced. Fifteen grains have been known to cause this accident.
(F. Konig, Centralblatt f. Chir., Nos. 7 and 8, 1882.) This may repre-
sent an amount beyond the danger line. From two to three grains thrown
upon the parts from once to twice daily are safely used. A four per
cent. solution of iodoform in turpentine is employed as an inhalant in
PrarHisis and CHRONIC BRONCHITIS.

Iodoform is recommended as an insufflation into the trachea after trache-
otomy is performed for DiparHERIA. (G, Shirres, Lancet, July 24, 1886.)
It is also employed as an inhalant when putrid exhalations are present in
the trachea and bronchi. Whistler suggests that iodoform be applied to





























































































































































































































































380 LOCAL THERAPEUTICS.

posing substances it has the power of seizing upon the products and com-
bining with them or oxidizing them. According to Sternberg, it is evident
that the permanganate of potassium has antiseptic and germicidal prop-
erties ; in this connection, however, it is seldom used. ,
.General Surgery.—Solutions of the permanganate of potassium have
long been regarded as one of the best detergent and deodorizing washes in
all foul, gangrenous, and ill-conditioned ulcerations. For general purposes
a half drachm to a drachm of a saturated solution may be added to a quart
of tepid water. The solution should be distinctly purple, yet permit a
silver coin to be seen at a depth of two inches. In special cases stronger
solutions, namely, ten grains to the ounce of water, may be employed.
The introduction of corrosive sublimate has led to the less frequent em-
ployment of permanganate of potassium. Yet, owing to its non-toxic pro-
perties, it will always hold a distinctive place in local therapeutics. It is
a most valuable agent in solution to correct the fetor in the buccal cavity
following fracture of the jaw, and after amputations of the tongue. The
foul discharges of cancer, especially of the uterus and vagina, are cor-
rected by the permanganate of potassium. Hot solutions, of the strength
of two drachms to the pint of water, will be found of service. S. Weir
Mitchell recommends the permanganate of potassium as an antidote to the
venom of serpents.

Diseases of the Skin.—Permanganate of potassium is used in solu-
tions of fifteen to sixty grains to the pint of water as a dressing for FouL
ULcers and in a weak solution as an application in BROMIDROSIS.

Diseases of the Ear, Nose, etc.—Permanganate of potassium is
prescribed, ordinarily, in a strength varying from one to five grains to the
ounce of water. One grain to the ounce is used as a disinfectant in
DiscHARGES FROM THE MippLE Ear ; four grains to the ounce in Naso-
PHARVYNGEAL CATARRH ; five grains to the ounce for FaETin CATARRH and
FouL BreatH. Three grains to the ounce is used as a gargle in CANCER
oF THE ToNGUE, DiPHTHERIA, and in PUTRID SorE THROAT, as well as a
spray in CHroNIC LARYNGITIS, with excess of secretion. Hill and Cooper
speak highly of this agent in SvpHiLiTic ULcERrs of the mouth and
throat.

POTASSII TARTRAS. Tartrate of Potassium.. Tartrate of Potash.

¢ Small, transparent, white, monoclinic crystals, or a white powder, somewhat deliques-
cent, odorless, having a saline, slightly bitter taste, and a neutral _rt.m:tinn. Soluble in
0.7 part of water at 15° C. (59° F.) and in 0.5 part of boiling water; almost insoluble in
aleohol.™ (U. 5. F.) .

Diseases of the Throat, etc.—Tartrate of potash is a sialogogue.
It is an agreeable ingredient to a lozenge—each mass containing three

grains.

























































































































































THIOL. 431

The solid thiol occurs either in dry powder or in scales. The addition of a little glyce-
rin to water aids in the solution of this solid substance.

f Thiol is antiseptic and protectant.

General Surgery.—Thiol has been used in RHEUMATIC ARTHRITIS
and other affections of rheumatic nature, as well as for CONTUSIONS,
Burns, ScaLns, ErvsipELAS, FrosTBITE, ULCERS, etc. The following
ointment constitutes a convenient form for its exhibition: Thiol and
vaseline, each one drachm; lanolin, one ounce; or it may be used as a
powder, viz.: thiol sicc., one drachm ; zinei oxid., two drachms; amy-
lum, one ounce ; talc, two ounces. .

Gottschalk ( Centraiblatt f. Gynekologie, March 21, 1891) has used thiol
in the treatment of ENDOMETRITIS, PERIMETRITIS, and VAGINITIS with
suceess, his method being to place tampons saturated with a ten or twenty
per cent. glycerin solution of the drug within the vagina, at the same
time anointing the abdomen with an ointment of similar strength.

Diseases of the Skin.—Schwimmer ( Wien Alin. Wochens., 1890,
5 No. 18) employs the semi-fluid form of the drug suspended in water in
the proportion of one to three in HERPES ZOSTER, ParuLar ECzEMA,
and DermaTiTis HERPETIFORMIS.  He also finds the dry powdered thiol
useful as an application in ERYTHEMA MULTIFORME.

In DeErmaTiTis HERPETIFORMIS the ruptured vesicles were painted twice
daily by means of a brush with the suspension of thiol (one to three).
The fluid dried completely in a few minutes, Repeated layers of the
paint were laid on for several days, resulting in marked diminution of
the burning and itching. ‘When washed off, the vesicles had dried up
and pigmentation only remained.

In ErvraEMa MurTiForME the lesions were first painted with the sus-
pension of thiol and then dressed with the pure powder.

In several cases of moderate ACNE and ACNE RosAcEA when the disease
was limited it yielded to thicl under Schwimmer's observation in a few
weeks. In similar cases treated by others little or no benefit was gained.

In Moist EczeMa RupruM Schwimmer gained much benefit by the use
of an ointment of one part of liquid thiol to ten of lard.

The chief advantage which thiol has over ichthyol is that it is odorless,
but so far as our experience with this remedy goes it is inferior in value to
- ichthyol.

e R e

THIORESORCIN.

Diseases of the Skin.—Thioresorcin has been employed as a sub-
stitute for iodoform. Being non-poisonous and without smell it should
nave some advantages over the latter drug. It is employed as a dusting
powder and as an ointment made with vaseline to the strength of fifty
to one hundred grains to the ounce in Eczeana, Psoriasis, and Scanigs.
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