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Eealth Services Department,
Walworth Rosd,
B.E llr:"l

Qctober, 1944,

To Hls Worship the Mavor, Alderm

en ard Counecilinrs
of the Metropclitan Borough of 3

outhwarl,

Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentleman,

The yeer 1943 pessed without sany alarming évidemic or
outbresk cof diseasa. Tne generel healsh of ihe prpulation was
falrly well mainteinsd in apite of tho atrass of warp althzugh
there was much minor szicknesa.

The birth rete remsined mors or less staticnary at Just
over 18 per 1000 population and was higher than that of BEnzland
and Wales and of the County of London aroa. tvhe recnective raten
belng 16.5 and 15.8. ihe infant mortality rete f£3ll to 49 per
1000 births, being the sams rat3 aa that for Englant apd Wales bus
lower than the London rate.of 59, “he genaral d2ath rase of 18,8
per 1000 population was high, higher than the country as s whole
which was 12.1 and also that for ILondon: which 'was 15 per 1000 of
the populstion. Of the 1,284 deaths registered practically half
wore caused by heart dlseasss snd cancer; the deaths of persons
aged over 65 years riumbered T02. Whilst the nunber of births was
slightly less than the deaths - thus no natural increase in the
populatlon - nevertheless the lowerec infan: mortallty rate and the
high mortality rate of personz over S5 wears of ago compensate
somewhat in maintaining ths vouthfulness of the population and
pPrevents it becoming saturated with eged =nd non-productivze PErsona.

_ A skeleton matennity and ehild welfare service was ecarried
on throughout the year; large numbers of mothers sl children
attended the varlous sessions and were seer by your two M. & C.W.
doctors Dr. M. Bergin and Dr. A. Mcower White end several part-time
medical officers. Wiar conditions made homec visiting even more
important then in peace time and your Health Visitors although
somewhat depleted in numbers made very many aml nseml viszita,

In regerd to infectlicous disesases there was noted a
tendency for certain disenrses, malnly szarlot fever snd mezsles, to
show an increase on previcus yesrs, tut the number of casca of
diphtheria declined considerably end fo» tha first Sime I =m eoble
to report that there were no deaths from this diseasa. Althcugh T
am not in a position at the moment to know the tots)l number of
children who have been protected sgeinszt d’phtheria, there 13 no
doubt in my mind, that the felling off of the mimber of ceses and
the absence of fatality from this disesse, is undoubledly due to the
drive which has been made during the war pericd, %o encourage
parents to submit their chilidren tc proventive treatmont. Apart
from children who were trested in the s-hools, some 847 of whom 803
were under 5 years of age completcd a caures of provantive injee-
tione. This 1s good showing e8 all childran should receive this
treatment whilat in the M. & C,.W. age p=ri-d. Could this he so,
there 13 no doubt {het the herzore of cdiphth ria wenld venishs

Aa to contaglous discagea, scebles, T hope, reachod its
climax during the year. Hever 1in thes history of your dlsinfecting
statlion has so much good work beoen acernplished. leny and wvaried
ware the cases who attende?, the rza groups verying from ables a
few weeks old to those well om in thair four-scors years. Scab®e s
is & family digease and it has besen our rule to treat whole
families, giving preventive trestmsnt *o all merders of a fomily in
which a ocase was krnown to have csouzred vie'her they shewsd signs of
scabies or not.



j 2igic i

It hes also been our endeavour by e comprehensive system
of 'following up' to trace the source of infection In all cases,
but unfortunately this did not prove succesaful in evsry case. On-
enquiry 1t was found that In some Iinstsnces the pasient lived
entirely alone in one room, had few or no friends, never ventured
out except toc 'do a bit of shopping' snd certainly never went into
an air rald shelter even in the worst of raids. Whatever has been
the source of Infectlon, I trust that the back of the epidsmic has
been broken and that next yesr's returns concerning scabiea will
show 8 considerable decline. :

Unfortunately I have to plate on record the sudden and
unexpected death of Mr. Sidney Bowers your Senlor Sanitary Inspactor
which occurred on the 9th June, 1543, Owing to difficulties of the

times the vacant post thus crested, was not filled and the Department

func tloned without a Senlor Inspacstor until the end of the year.

Once agaln I tendor my best thanks for thelr support and
co-operatlion, to the Chalirmen and Members of the Committaes on which
I serve, to the Chief C°ficers of the Council end to the whole of my
ataff.

T am, WM, Mayor, Ledies and Gentlemen,
: Yours obedlently,
W. STOTT.

Medical Officer of Health.









MATERNAL MORTALITY.

i}

The death of onr woman due to meternal csuses other than
puerperal sepsls wes ‘recorded. g

. Maternal mortality Rete:- 0.78

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

HOME NURSING.

o L

1,681 visits to sick children and to' cases of hoﬁe confinement
were made under srrangements wlth the locsl Nursing Associstions.

HOME VISITING.

The He=1lth Visitors made 31,229 visits to the.homes of expectant
mothers, infants snd toddlerpsa. ;

WELFARE CENTRE ATTENDANCE.

Examinations of Expectant lothers by Medical Officers . 6,594

Examinetions of Post Notsl cases by lMedical Officers 1,133
Attendances of Infants under one year of age ! 16,146
fttendances of Children one to ‘five years of sge 7,612 .

The Assistant Mediesl Officers examined 10,347 children durling the
yaar. 1

CHILD LIFE PROTRCTION,

At the end of the year there were six foster mothers and six
foster children registered in the Borough. Nine new foster mothers
were registored during the year inecluding four who were foumd to have
taken children for reward without registering; these were cautioned
and subsequently registered. One foster mother and nurse child were
found to have returnsd to the district from an evacustion area without
notifying change of sddress.: Two foster children resched the age of
nine yeers and four removed from the Borough. One child was edopted-
by the foster 'mother. The death of one child was notified tc the
Coroner, a post-mortem examination wns made but no inguest was held.,
In one case where a foster mother was found to be st work all day
leaving the infant elone in the House a Magistrate's Order was
obtained for the. removal of the child but was not enforced ss the
foster mothér gavé up' work. Many requests-for-foster mothers were
recelved from persents:snd social workers tut no foster mothers were
avallable in the Borough. 124 visits were paild inecluding 9 night
vislits, - R

HOWME HELPS.
Home Helps were provided in thirty cases dfjhcma confinemen ta.

WAR-TIME NURSERIES.

There were in the Porough at the close of the year five war-
time nurserles, three being under the dirsct control of the Council on
behalf of the Ministry of Fealth and two under the control of the
Londen County Council Rest Centre Service, the admissions to the five
nurseries being supervised by the Council. The number of places
provided were as follows:- '
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The sttendances at the Clinic were:-

pxpectant mothers 317
Mursing mothers 194 #
Children 9b

Fifty-one sessions were held during the yvesar.

VACCINATION.,

The totel number of certificates and coples of certificates of
successful primary vaccination received during the year 1943 was:-

Northern Division 309
Southern Division o688

877

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

The sanitary condition of the distrlect during the year
wag supervised by the sanlitery inspectors,attention being given to
all nuisences arlsing and s21lso the hygienic condition of fachories
and common lodging houses. Inspection of the air raid sheltera In
the Rorough particularly those where the nightly population was in -
excess of 500 was carried out st frequent intervals. Visits were
also made a8 often =3 necessery to premises used for storing
shelterers' bedding, disinfectlion and disinfestatien being carried
out where necessary. Inspectors werc aslso engaged in the prepara-
tion of war damage reports and also the selscticon and repair of
premises required for blllieting homelesa persons.

SANITARY WORK.

Mamber of complaints 3, 601
¥iacellaneous vislts 2, 058
Tnapections of Alr Reld

Sheltera 688
Inspections of war damaged

property BBS
Inspections of Factories 1, 436
Visita to Qutworkers 228
Inspections of Shops 72
Visits re Billeting _ 771

" Commen Lodging house =

inspections 4
Inspectlons of Warden's Fosts 1%
Inspections of Bedding Stores 18
Inspection of Bombed S1tes 55
Revisits 1g, 960

Number of Intimation notices )
served 1, 8ac8

Number of Statutory noticea
served 438

Number of defeects found asnd
remedied 5, 9%
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PUELIC HEALTH (LONDON) ACT, 1936 - Section 122.

It was necessary to take actlon in two instences under
this Section of the Act for the purpose of removing and destroylng
certain verminous and offenslve srtioles.

COMMON LODGING HQOUSES.

There were four women's common lodging houses In Southwark
with a totel number of 250 beds.

It wes found thet at twe of the lodging houses the numbers
of lodgers were consliderably reduced a3 meny of the younger hebituéds
were called for national service whilst others were sleeping in
pablic air raid shelters. The standard of cleanliness malntathed
st two of the houses wes not asatisfanctory principally dus to labour
difficulties and notices were served on seversl occeslons becsuse of
verminous conditions. The general condltion of the remeining two
houses was very good.

There werc two large men's lcdging houses in the Borough
having & bed capacity of 776. These houses were vislted by the
sanitary inspectors and 1t wes found that the sanitary condition in
each instance was good.

FACTORTRS ACT, 1937.

Frequent inspectiona of fasctorles end outworkers premisea
were made and in instences whers nulsances were found, notlces were
cserved requiring ebatcwent. A number of references from H.M,
Inspector of Factories drawing attentlon to various sanitary defects
were recelved and were sttended to immedlately. In cases where the
sanitary inspectors cobserved lack of welfare provislons, dangerous
machinery and other offences under the Act, informatlon was forwarded
to H.M. Inspector of Factories sccordingly. Owing to the large
incresse in female labouT in factories generally arlsing out of the
war situstion, 1t was necessary in a number of instences to require
additional or slternative ssnitary accommodetlon te be provlided.

535 visits were made to factories employing women by the Counecil's
Woman Health Officer and also 228 viaits to the homea of outworkera.
The sanitary inspectors mede 901 visits to factorles where males were

gmployed .

REets and Mice Destruction.

Surmary of inspections and lnvestigations made durlng the year:-

Complaints received 8ol
Premlises clearad 570
Inspections of premises 959
Re-inspactions of premlscs 3,471
Smoke tests cerried out 236
Defects found in dreina and

sewers 138
Feits leid In the sewers 9,600
Ereak beck ftraps set 2,224
Cages set 127

Other baita lald 22,428




HOUSIIG.

During tu, yesr the Borough sustained very little damage
to properity as ths im&u1t of cnemy sctlon end In: consequence it was
not necsusary to make any gZreat demands upon the London County
Councll for the PL—ﬂnuﬂing of persons rendered homeless. Thus it
a3 poaslble Lo give conalderation So a number of cases requiring
ro=houaing rither on the grounds of medlcel necesaity or over-
crowd Inge

Tho jsaue of Winistry of Heolth' Cipcular No. 2845

atuthorliscd the roquisitioning of premises for cases other than for
wap - Ldaomage. Thais allowsd for the re-housing in requisitioned
premises of families which were overcrowdsd and many hundreds of
ceaes known. S¢ he ovarérowded were vrssed to the Chief Bllieting
O¢flcor Lor dnweskligntlon erd re-honsing within the termz of the
circulan, : ; )
i fpaxmk'fransthe. re-housing of familiea little activity in
the Housing:sphere nas psen possible and owing to the great demand
for scocmmadation it hoa not been practicable to proceed with the
closing:of perts af pronlses.such-as 'undorground roomsa. The
deizolition of a lerzo part of the worlking ‘class houses by enemy
agsion will demané a complete mewiew of the whole housling situatlon
in Southwark coupled with %hs existing ‘plan for the redevelopment of

3 ¥4 =l T = ',
urhez 1Ghy Br=as,

THSPESTION AND SUEERVISION -OF FOOD.

During the peried under review the inspsctlion of food in
the Borough has recelved the close and constant attentlon of the
Des p““‘ ant . There wes an increase in the quantlties of food hendled
at the ,1fnraiﬁa wharves =11 of which were under continmuous super-

huegnlar-inspection of food-factories, dairies, eating houses
flu ct 2 Fand oremiscs wore made throughout the yeer and advice and
tructicns given wharls nNeceszarye.

Spscial chhention was given to tho disposal of sound food
which foriwvarloua reasons” became bnsaleable’ in the shops. This foed
a3 gonerally usediin ﬁnntaen" or fFor rauufacturtng purposes. ALL
fucd:which was found to be unsound was dl SpDEUﬂ of in the Dest
intorests cof the sommurit;. The totel quantity of food found to be
unsound wes 440 tons. 18 ewes ﬁnd 18 ‘lbs of wvhieh acme T2 tons, 9 cwta
and 27 Lhs wea relcessed for animal Tesding, In aaditlon .G fons,

18 owbs, & goo. 17'lbo of unsaleabla’ food 'was recorditioned.

Tha Dapartmunt cortimied to enjoy close and friendly
r elationchiop with the Saivags Department of the Ministry of Food and
o the Sonshwark Food Sunurul Comai ttes.

NORTUARY 43D GCROVER'S COURT,

; Thers wee a considerablie incrzzse in the amount of work
undersalksesn, éue principaliy to re-arrangement of the Coroner's aren,
tha Coroneris Court at Colliers Rernts being used for a largs part of
the Eouth London area. Tahe bodies of persons who disd as the result
of onsry sction ars not sccommodated at this Mortuary, but at a
apacial wer-flins mortuvery in Merrow Street. The followling statistlcs
do not include deathe dus tc war operationa.

Fost-mortcoma couducted without inguest 435"
Poeot-mortems concducted with' Ingquost L7
Tnaveass held - Poz b-moFtvams conducted

clsewhera 8
Podias acecommodeted for convenlencs =

[

A Totad E67
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TREATMENT & BATHING STATIOMNy HI NG rdf !-'EEE ETH'EE!I' 11 ad

During the year lmportant changes 1in tha ganﬁral urganiﬂa—

lon of the station were made.

The women's section which dealt wilth adult: women and young
children under school age was placed under the immediate supervision
of o troined sister who during the autumn was asslsted by .another
miraa. This errangement was neceasitated by the work -imposed upon
the Council by theé Scables Order, 1941 which required the following
Lp of all contacts of notified acablous persons who falled To ettond

for exemination or preventive treatment.

In.order thet a proper disgnoais cuulﬂ be made and a
sgtisfactory trestment glven for all persons attending the ceatre, I
sonsidered 1t necessary to sttend personally for this purpose twice
¢nch- wasksy —~ Fy-thls mesns—1t was podsible to apeed up treatment of
jafectzd persons snd 'slag eliminata thoas who were sufferling from

Z"in ﬁffEL*iDnﬂ athar than Sgables, ,althoygh. they had been notifled =s
_exch,

This additional service wes much eppreciated by the public
wsing the Steflon. By coaverting one of the rooma of the Reception
.HDLSG which adjoins the statlon a temporary examinatlon room was.

volved. This was most neceasary es ot timea there were as many as
€Q persons aweiting medical examinstlion elther before or af ter treat-
mant . This particular sectlon worked to its full capasclty and at
times great difficulty wes &xpariennad in desling with the number of
persons sent for treatment.

The men's section continued at a normal rate for war-time
conditions and the edditional baths which were .recently instelled
proved adequate. ; i

VERMINOUS PERSONS. : " REEOndnue k. i

. During the year there wns a total a‘tendance of 12,458
perzons for bathing snd troatment. Oof this number, 4,556 were treat-
ments given to schocl children in accordence with the Cnuneil*s
Agreaement with the London County Council.

7,902 treatments ana baths were given to persﬂna sent from
various common lodging houses, hospitals and local madiﬁal practi-
tlonera.

The following amount of work was undertaken:-

Scahlea. ;
" Wen Women Children Total
1st Qtr. 541 T7ad 18 G5
2nd Qtr. 386 1538 956 Z,879
-rd QL. 586 13568 810 2,554
4th Qtr. 484 1466 g g _“E_f}g
Total 1796 6106 4856 12,458
Clesnsing of Verminous Perscng.
Tlen Vomen Children Total
st Qtr.. o] 525 T714
end fQitr. 104 69 680 853
3rd Qtr. 35 3%. 669 758
4th Qtr. a1 52 973 826
Tetal 278 226 2547

i e e e

VERMINOUS FREMISES.

3151

The Council's dis! nfauting aveff. traatﬂd 1089 verminous
rooms and thelr contenta. <

Council houses found infested
Council houses dlsinfested .
Other premisea found to be .inrested 730 -
Other premises disinfested

9
B

130
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FOOD & DRUAS 07, 1E3R - TRGAY, PROCESDINGS,

Defendant : Causé of Frocesdings - Result.
Willdan Joh:ni Price, “'Salling Milk Y1% deficient 'Fﬁnaﬂ £5 and
" 995/%, Harper Rcad; S.E.L. in milk fat @ 2 guiness costs,
Honnah' Fsara, | Selling Vinegar 18% * Fined 12/8d,and
193,  Wewington Butts, B.B. defitlent in acetic'acid 1 guines costs.
‘Henry: Jdmas Byans, ‘&€lling Milk contsining Fined £2
24, Parge Strset, S E.1l. 9%. of added water
gh. =g Selling ‘Mllk contalning Fined £7 and
' 20% of added water S gulness eosta,
dobn Goldman, "Golden S21ling ‘Whisky 37.5°" © Discherged
Flaece" P.H.,Law Strest, under" proof PoOx o1 'a
S.B.1ls 2 gulneas coata.
Faasbog, DOFS & 'Co, Ltd.) E:lling,féking Powder Withd?&yn -
‘gna Rord, S.E.18 ) P1% deflcilent in . 10 guineas costs |
and ) avellable carbon dioxide e e
L. Pezchiey & 5ons, .ide.) and 50% .deficlient in Withdrawn
80 Gourland hoel, S.W. | totel carbon dioxida,
iv8. By, L, Esrgin, Selling Whisky T, Fined £10 and
UThe Klbion? P.H, trder proof 5 guineas coats.
Rodnay Eosd, S.R.07. ¥
lbert Ji Patnick, do . ki : Discharged
The Albion® 2.H. : F.0.A. 5 guineas
Roérey Road, S.E.17. : costs. :
: : ' . e
Sicdney Pariex, Selling Whisky 39 Discharged
"Gueen Anre! BH,, under proof P.0.A. 8 guineas
Dawes Sursst, S.E.17. coBt8. .. & .
MITHISELI'R S, : : Frme 2

At the close of the year there were 256 registered retailers
end whelesalera in the Borough, whilst the. number of retalilers and
vholesalers purveying milk ia the Borough but registered elsewhere was

MIUK (SPE0I.T DESIGNATTONS) ORDERS, 1936 - 1048. = ..o

bpplicatlons ware recelved and Dealers Licenses wera |

crented authoricling the nse of the special designatien "Paateurised"
in 25 cacss, whilst Dealers Licenses authorising the usé of the ...
special dosignatlon "Tulerculln Tested" :ware granted to 7 applicants.

en supplementary Licensea in respect of "Pasteurised" Milk
in raspect of "Tuberculin Tested" Milk were granted %o, ... .
clling from premises outside the Eorough; principal licenses
en iasued by the sppropriate licensing suthorities in each

and foup
deplara s
having be
casa.

THFRATIONS DT SFASES.

lnere was no serlous outbresk of infectious disesse in the
Ferough during ths year 1943, although there was a considerable
increass in the number of notifications recsived in respect of -
acorlet fever. This inecrease howsver was not necessarlily loeal but .
of widesprasad charagier and owlng to the shortage of bed sccommcdation
in the infectlons hoapitals, In sll cases where it was possible to
rurss pauvianls et home,errangaments for lsolation were mede. accord-
incly, - .

2 -+ 3 L3 e
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An outbreask of small-pox in the London ares early lnithe.
year gave rise to scme anxiety ss to whether it were possl le to
keep the disease from spreading but thanks to the asctlve collabora-
tion hetween the various Health Departments concerned, the outbreak
wes stopped. hefore 1t assumed large proportionsa. The number of
persons exposed to infectlon either directly or indirectly was large,
tut all were visited and kept under supervision until the risk of
infection had pessed... No case of smallpox was notified in Southwark.

During the sutumn an eplidemic of 1nfluenza called for
immediate actlon. - Although not of a severe character being of brief
duration, it caused some problems to arlse whieh called for immedlate
attentlion. ;

To meet the shortage of doctors arrangements were made to
obtain assistance from the military guthorities, whilst help in the
home and for the supply of meals was provided for, but fortunate ly
tha, epidemic soqn wened and no further difficulties were experlenced.

- The notification of scebises came into’operaticn on the lst
August snd resulted 1n some 328 ceses being notified.

NOTT FICATTON OF TNEPAMTANS DT STASES.

. T e o SR . S —

The notifications of infectious diseases recelved durlng the
vear numbered 1961 (excluding Tubsrculosis) as follows:-

Scerlet Fever 353, Diphtheria 56, Enteric Fever 1, Puerperal Fever £,
Puerperal Pyrexia 14, Cerebro-spinal Fever 3, Scebles 328, Mensles TE4,
Whooping Cough 256, Malarila 1, Dysentery 23, Epidemic Diarrhoea 12,
Pneumcnia 97, Ophthalmia Neonatorum 10, Eryaipelas 40, Anthresx 1.

16 deaths due to infeotlous dlsesses were recorded:-
. Cerebro-spinal mendingitis 2, Scarlet Fever 2, Messles 2, Diarrhoea 10.

DIPHTEERIA IMMUNISATTON.

Irmunisation agalinst diphtherla was cerried out in the
Couneills c¢linics end by general practitioners ln accordance with the
Councilis socheme for Dottors. The totasl number of c¢hildren who
completed a course.of preventive injections during the yesr was Ba7 of
whom 803 were under the age of flve years. The total attendance at
tha clinica was 2, 756,

VENZREAL DISEASES - PROPAGANDA.

At the reguest of the London County Council arrangements
wepre mads for. the display, in all conveniences, both mals and femals
attached to licensed premises in the Borough, of enamelled tablets,
giving details of clinies where trestment could be obtaeined. Reedy
- go-operation hetwsen Ytrewers, licensssa snd others wss obtelned and
onlvy in a few instepers wers ohjectlona ranised to the display of thils
. propaganda materisl,

TURERCULOSIS.

255 notificatlons of tuberculosis were recelived, of which
215 were in reapect of pulmonary cases and 40 non-pulmonary . hecord-
ing to the Registrar Generalls anmual return the number of deaths from
tuberculosis wes 96, B8 being pulmonary and B non-pu lmonarys












