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Fragment of chain of desoxyribonucleic acid shows the three basic units
that make up the molecule. Repeated over and over in a long chain,
they make it 1,000 times as long as it is thick. The backbone is made
up of pentose sugar molecules (marked by the dashed-line square
at bottom left), linked by phosphate groups (square at bottom
right). The bases (square at top), adenine, eytosine, guanine and
thymine (not shown), protrude off each sugar in irregular order.
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