[Report of the Medical Officer of Health for Shoreditch, Parish of St.
Leonard].

Contributors
St. Leonard Shoreditch (London, England). Parish Council.

Publication/Creation
[1891]

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/yjxrwet6

Provider

London Metropolitan Archives

License and attribution

This material has been provided by City of London, London Metropolitan
Archives where the originals may be consulted.

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution, Non-commercial license.

Non-commercial use includes private study, academic research, teaching,
and other activities that are not primarily intended for, or directed towards,
commercial advantage or private monetary compensation. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection
London NW1 2BE UK

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode






































































































































































o

| )

VESTRY RATES ACCOUNT.

AUDITORS' CERTIFICATE.

To the VestrRy oF THE Parisg ofF St. LEONARD, SHOREDITCH,

iv e Counry or Lioxpox.

Wi, the undersigned being the Anditors appointed, pursunant to Section
195 of the Metropolis Local Management Act (18th & 19th Vie., Cap. 120), have
examined and aundited the Accounts of the Vestry of the said Parish, for the
financial year, from the 25th March, 1890, to 25th March, 1891.

W uereey Cerriey that they are true and correct in all particulars, and

we aceordingly allow the said Accounts.
(iiven under our hands this 22nd day of September, 1891,
JNO. LAMING,
WM. MATTHEWS,
JOHN FOSKETT.

BURIAL BOARD ACCOUNTS.

AUDITORS" CERTIFICATE.

We, the undersigned being the Anditors appointed by the Vestry of the
Parish of St. Leonard, Shorediteh, in the County of London, pursuant to Seetion
18, of the Burial Act, 1852 (15th & 16th Vie., Cap. 85) have examined and audited
the Aecounts of the Burial Board of the said Parish, for the financial year, from
the 25th Mavch, 1890 to 25th Mareb, 1891,

We nereny Cenmiey that they are true and corvect in all particulars, and

we accordingly allow the ssid Accounts.

(tiven under our hands this 22nd day of September, 1891.

INO. LAMING,
WM. MATTHEWS,
JOHN FOSKETT.

















































STATEMENT shewing the TOTAL MORTGAGE DEBT Outstanding, 26th March, 1891,

(.
and the Rates per cent. of Interest payable thereon.
Purpose of Loan. per cent. per cent. Total.
¥ 8 B | A B,
GENERAL RATE ACCOUNT. '
Erection of Town Hall ..............00e LT EANe e 5000 0 0 65,000 0
Street Improvements and Paving Works............ 7:088 0 Al s 7,628 0

Bun Street to ".'i'nn.hlp Street {.e's.ppnlrl Street ;
Improvement)......... ; {80,615 18 @ 30,5615 18

SEWERS RATE ACCOUNT.

Construction of Now Sowers.............oovees AT | 2,261 0O O 2961 0O

i o) T IR 40,404 18 6 5,000 0 0 45,404 18

e

BALANCES OF LOANS due to:—

The London County Couneil (by transfer from the Metropolitan<Board of Works)...|| 40,404 18

Tha Mutual Life Agsnrance Boodely:....cvo i iassnansa e ssni onsosas vae 5,000 0O
Total Mortgage Debt outstanding ;Ll 15,404 18
£ a d
Nore :—Average Rate per cent. ... 8 17 902

ERNST A. R. ADAMS,
Vestry Accountant.







67 SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES TO OFFICIALS OF THE VESTRY,
25tH MARcH, 1891. ‘

| Naste Narves or | Pumme [lwoeBini o (] Gen e e
OFFICE. SavamiEs. || CIAL Yean. Poor Rate. [General Rn.t.el Sewers B
| |£s.ﬂ. £ s d. £ 8. d.| £ 85 d.| £ &8
' Vestry Clerk’s
Department— |
Enoch Walker.........| (late) Vestry | 450 0 0| 337 10 0 168 15 0| 168 15
Clerk -
o T i Clerk to Assess-| 100 0 0| 100 0 0 100 0 0
, ment Com. i
H. Mansfield Robin- | Vestry Clerk ...| 400 0 0
zon, LiL.I). {Ln}nﬂ]
Do. ......| Clerk to Assess-| 50 0 0
' ment Com. |
J. F. Burton .........| Minate Clerk...| 110 ¢ 0 110 0 0 55 0 0| 55 0
— 36
547 10 0| 37 323 15 0| 223 15
19
Accountant’s
Department—
H. F.Jones  ..coepeas Accountant ...| 200 O 0| 200 O O 100 ©0 0] 100
W. L. Walters(in full)| Clerk ............|] 9312 0| 8612 0O 3612 0 E:
“(yeo. (. Lister......... ;s A U ¢ - . W T | W L 2112 0O
Late Departmeit. |
Arthur Bennett ...... | Rate Clerk......| 120 0 0| 120 0 0 60 0 0| GO O
Arthur Hurn ......... daoi: 105 0 0| 10710 0 2315 0| 5315
H. Leopold Loly...... do. ....|105 O O} 10710 O 53156 0| 5313
Poundage.
Josh. Riley ............| Rate Collector | 326 15 10 || 326 15 10 194 010| 12713 3 5 1
(Geo. Pearce............ do. ... 29617 8| 29617 3 17612 8| 11512 6 412
| s R = P RS do. ...l 266 8 8| 265 3 3 1567 810) 10311 B 4 2
Salaries. '
H. F.-Boseell ... do. ...| 180 O 0| 180 O O 90 0 0| 90 0 0O
Eflwm Cranston...... do. ... 180 0 Of 185 0 0O G710 0| 6710 0O
R. 8. Ricketts......... do. ..., 180 0 O} 180 0 O 90 0 0| 90 0 0
G. C. Young ... do. .../ 180 0 0| 225 0 0O 11210 0| 11210 0
John Jones {m ful]} do. .../ 180 O O 180 O O 90 0 0| 90 0O 0O
“Chas. A. Rippin ...... Cletle cvcovvvnnnd 98719 0 4838 0 4812 0
: sl i
243012 4|87 | 978 2 41,171 8 5| 281 6 !
. 41
Surveyor's Depmt.
Alfred J. Martin...... Surveyor ...... 270 0 O 270 0 O 135 0 0| 135
*(. L. Cadney ......... Assistant .......| 16316 0| 4513 6 4518 6
J. Newton Heale......| Clerk ............ 110 0 O 96 2 8 e 9% 2 8
41116 2| 89 27616 2| 185
Lighting Depmt—
Chas. H. Doughty ...| Lighting 200 O O 150 O O 150 0 0
Ingpector —
150 0 0| 40 150 0 0O
Carried [forward... £/3,58918 6 978 2 4[1,92114 7| 640 1




" SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES TO OFFICIALS OF THE VESTRY, 67
: 25t MarcH, 1891—(CoNTINUED).

v e ST
Naae, SEuR Il i po. | Tkenn 1 Jocoums
Orrice. SALARIES, CIAL Y EAR. Poor Rate. fﬁcnuml Ratel Sewers Hate. |
: £ 8. d £ 8 d. 2 g 4,
Brought |forward... £/3,589 18 6 978 2 4192114 7| 640 1 7
‘Sanitary Depmt— |
"~ H. G. Sutton, M.D. | Medical Officer| 200 0 0| 200 0 0 100 0 0] 100 O O
= of Health X
b Thos.Stevenson,M. D | Analyst ......... 50 0 0] 50 0 O] 50 0 0
| Hugh Alexander...... Chief Sanitary | 200 0 0} 200 0 0 100 0 0100 0 0
i Inspector = ;
- James W. Lear ......| Assistant do. | 130 0 0| 130 0 0 G5 0 0| G5 0 O
L. W. Btiles ......... do. do. | 109 4 Of| 69 6 0 69 6 0 l
H. G. Suffield.........| Disinfector .... 78 0 0| 78 0 0 18 0 0
Alfred Darr............ Cloxk oo 66 0 Of 656 0 O Gi 0 0
792 6 0| 41 627 6 0| 265 O D
, 18 e : c
Establishment of
Town Hall—
e W. B. Filmer......... Resident Hall | 100 0 0 9113 4 91 13 4
Keeper
d E. H. Russell ......... Messenger...... 104 0 0| 104 O © , 104 0 0
195 18 4| 42 196 15 4
Public Mortuary i
Henry Wilton...... .. Caretaker ......| 26 0 0| 2410 0 | 2410 O
24 10 0] 41 2410 O
Recreation
Grounds—
St John's Churchyard,
Hoaxton,
B. Clark ...............| Caretaker ..... 830 of A7 & 0 1750
St. Mary's Churelypard,
Huaggerston.
J. Jarman ............| Caretaker ...... 89 0 0)) 17 5 O i Y 1)
8410 0| 43 s 44 10 0|
Rl — : .
i
Total ... £€/|4,686 17 10 978 2 4 (2,708313 111 QG5 1 7
~n In satisfaction of claims to 29th September, 15890.
h With a fixed fee of 10/- each for Analysis of Food Samples. _
¢ With Apartments, Firve, Light, Rates and Taxes free, and Uniform Clothing.
d With Uniform Clothing.
* Nore.—These officials were employed in a temporary capacity at the 25th Mareh, 1591.
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RATEABLE VALUE and RATES LEVIED for POOR LAW and VESTRY PURPOSES, from 1866
{o 1890, since the passing of the Metropolis Local Management Act, 1855,

Annual l Vesrey Rares,

| Net e ~ Tﬂ-h‘ll]ih,ba
Year. : !{nhm‘lh'lr | Poor RaTe. : T ' Main in the £.

i Valuation. I i Lighting. General. ‘ Bewers, Drainage.

|

. | 2

| £ R | d. g d. | d. 8. d.
1856 244 988 4 0 G 0 8 13 ' : 5 5
1857 251,609 4 0 1 2 [ 8 6 0O
1858 | 256,082 i 0 5 1 4 1 6 1
1859 267,088 8 2 4 1 8 1 5 1
1860 271,165 e 4 § ) I 3 5 4
1861 | 274,881 3 3 P8l G 3 5 9
1862 | 276,726 S | 5 R R | 4 1 5 0
1863 281,042 8 1 1 0 11 3 4 411
1864 959,201 B R MR [ 5 | 4 5 4
1865 208,830 | 8 9 3 1 4 4 4 6 0
1866 | 804461 | 4 O 2 1 5 g 1 6 5
1867 | 324,436 i 4 1 1 B (§ I 1 6 7
1868 | 366,289 [ e 3 B 4 | | 6 5
1869 848,794 4 3 1 B ] 1 6 6
1870 390,057 3 10 111 6 1 6 4
1871 889,840 | 4 4 1 5 2 5 11
1872 441,456 ‘ 8 5 1 5 5 5 8
1873 443,936 g 1 6 43 4 5
1874 445811 | 210 | 1 8 | 51
1875 l 447,610 2 0 1 10 L] | 4 4
1876 453,845 2 6 1 10 (i 4 10
1877 503,486 2 6 ‘ 110 i 4 10
1878 | 312,656 . e | ' I LA fi b 1
1879 527,840 | 2 1 | 2 1 (i 4 8
1880 535,657 P28 1 10 10 4 11
1881 541,812 2 4 ez | 7 410
1582 591,215 2 6 2 0 T 5 1
1883 609,500 2 4. 2 1 7 5 0
1854 612,919 2 8 L | 7 4 11
1885 (14,926 2 6 Bl 8 5 3
1886 615,970 2 0 2 -3 B 4 11
1887 643,585 2 2 111 8 49
1888 643,048 2 4 1 10 10 5 0
1559 644,758 ‘ 2 9 110 ] 5 0
1890 | 646,185 | 3 2 . S | 1 5 4

} Three Quarters only.

Pavement Rate.—The Rate of 8d. per square yard, to defray the cost of maintenance, &e., of Canal
Bridges and Public Ways, adjoining Buildings, Dead Walls or Void Spaces (pursuant to
57 Geo. I1L., cap. 20), was discontinued at Christmas, 1877,

Nore.—This Schedule shews the Rates levied in the £ in respect of the Year from 1st January
to 31st December.
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ETURN smewiné AMOUNTS CONTRIBUTED UNDER

PRECEPTS.

(1) For Torr Brince Exrenses (REpEMPTION 0F DEBT AND MAINTENANCE
(CHARGES), FROM 1879 TO 1889.

(2) For GENERAL EXPENDITURE IN RESPECT OF METROPOLITAN (CONSOLI-

DATED RATE, FrROM 1860 To 1889,

Raised in Vestry Rates.

General Rate.

Bewers Rate.

Year. s
Toll Bridges. General Expenses.
1 2

METROPOLITAN | BOARD OF WORKS.
£ #. d. & m d,
1860 8,914 17 5
Lic i e B | o 4,668 2 9
1862 5,870 14 T
1863 5217 9 5
A R 5,784 15 11
il IR 6,604 18 9
15606 7975 6 11
1867 8,850 18 2
P R (R R 10,016 O 9
L TR 8,087 9 11
e R 9,335 7 2
14 e (N e 9,167 17 11
e e R A 5,884 12 11
TR e O s 4,528 6 O
T S SRR | 1,804 17 7
T R R SR i 7,957 18 11
1876 : 9854 8 6
T S [ N Y €480 8 2
] ] 9,896 7 11
1879 370 1 9 . 9,783 12 6
1580 1,208 15 0 [ 11,114 18 6
15881 1814 8 7T 11,904 18 9
1852 1,600 9 9 | 18,836 4 3
1883 1,931 8 6 18,410 6 4
1554 LeTT 18 T 14,179 8 4
1885 2,156 5 11 16,6388 17 2
15506 2,458 19 9 16,288 & 8
1587 2,625 0 4 17,647 18 4
1888 2,560 6 4 19,837 12 3

LONDON | COUNTY GCOUNCIL.
1889 092 18 7 6,169 4 8

Total amount of Precept.

£
3,944
1,658
0,875
5,217
5,784
G, 504
7.975
H,854
10,016
8,587
9.885
9,167
8,884
4,525
4,504
7,957
9,854
8,480
9,806
10,153
12,323
13,808
15,285
15.841
16,056
18,695
18,747
20,272
29 397

6,701

=

16
3

18
18

17

9

b

|



—_
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RETURN suewixé AMOUNTS CONTRIBUTED UNDER PRECEP
iy atp oF THE ExrexpITUrRe oF THE SCHOOL BOARD ror LONDON,

UNDER THE ELEMENTARY EpucatioNn Act, 1870,

( Apportioned o  Rateable Annual  Value),

— e e ————— — _| =

Year. Amount paid out of General Rate.
|
' £ g
L5 7 T o) 882 13 2
i TRTH Yol 1,648 3 1
| TR v 1,868 6 11
| TR Lo ra 3,246 8 2 4
1o A Sy 5,656 16 2 | :
e A A 8,255 2 6 |
o e LA 10,700 8 4
! 1879 Gl 10,680 14 11
18800 - oo a5 11,588 6 2
TBBL i 18,520 5 10
18RS i o 14,242 12 11
THEB i s b 16,641 7 9
18RL o, el 19,525 13 2
188G A 21,768 7 11
£ R B R 23,825 18 5
1 .. 22978 1 6
| 1A L 21207 T 7
| TEBD. i L +. 93704 8 2
' TBP0T wlss e 28,561 1 2






















































































































SUBSEQUENT TO THE DATE OF THIS REPORT

THe MepicaLr OfFrFiceER oF HEALTH®

Dr. HENRY GAWEN SUTTON

DerarTeED THIS LIFE, ON June 9TH, 1891,

The Vestry of the Parish of It Leonard, Iboreditch,

IN THE COUNTY OF LONDON.

REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

FOR THE YEAR ENDING 256th MARCH, 1891,

20y

(GENTLEMEN,

During the past year 4,461 births—2,238 males and 2,223 females—and 3,580
deaths were registered in this Parish. Deducting 479 deaths of non-residents, which
oceurred in Public Institutions and other places in the Parish, the (corrected) death-
rate was 20-74 per 1,000 living.

Deaths in Public Institutions and other places—
Residents.  Non-Residents.

BShorediteh Infirmary ... ... ... .. 864 3
Hoxten Houee 5. o oo s et e 14 69
North Eastern Hospital ... ... ... ... 26 70
Holborn Infirmary ... ... .o o . TN 325
Convent Hospital ... ... ... ... . — 5
Bodies found in Canal A 4 3
North London Railway ... ... ... ... — 1
‘ Norfolk Arms" Public House ... ... e 1
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widow lady) to negotiate the surrender of the lease, and, also, with a view to secure the
demolition of the houses by the freeholder. The first notices were served in May, and
the lease was surrendered at Christmas quarter. The frecholder thereon immediately
commeneed the demolition of the premises, and is now actively engaged in rebuilding
good substantial four-roomed cottages, the whole of which will, probably, be
completed this summer.

The frecholder had previously rebuilt a considerable number of the adjoining houses ;
there is, therefore, reod reason to believe that Boston Street, which has hitherto been
one of the worst streets in the parish, both as to its honses and as to their tenants, will
soon become greatly improved in both.respects.

RED LION STREET (12 houses.)
Nos. 48 to 54.

These were very old and worn out three-roomed cottages, the leases of which had
reverted to the ground landlord a year or two back. The neglect of the landlord during
that time had brought them into a condition quite unfit for habitation.

An order thereon having been made to secure the closure of the premises was at
once complied with; the owner then proceeded to demolish, and carted away the
whaole of the material of the twelve cottages, and has erected in their place twelve four-
roomed cottages properly fitted with all necessary conveniences. These cottages, which
are built neatly and substantially, command a new and a much more respectable class
of tenants, who keep their houses in good order. The roadway having been asphalted
by your Vestry contributes thereby to the general cleanliness of the street, the houses,
and the people living in them. Hitherto, as children played in the unpaved and muddy
street so there was mud in the houses. Now that the roadway is the cleanest of play-
erounds, dirty houses are the exeeption.

CAROLINE PLACE (34 houses).
Noa. 1 to 34.

These are two-roomed cottages, and formed a section of 1,068 premises complained
of by the Mansion House Council—the complaini being, that the closets were without
water supply.

It would have been easy in the case of these premises, as in most of the other
premises complained of, to have given satisfaction to the Mansion House Couneil by
at once serving notices requiring the provision of water supply to all the closets, which
would, probably, have been eomplied with in a few weeks; but in that manner of treat-
ment i was felt the complaints of the Mansion House Council would become very
mischievous, for their complaints being attended to, and by a Sanitary Inspector,
would lead inexperienced persons to imagine that no sanitary defects remained in
their houses. As to the 84 houses of Caroline Place, in instance, the only complaint
received, was that the w.e.’s had no water, whereas a proper inspection found ample
evidence of defective drains, defective yard paving, and defective construction of
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was fully and successfully upheld on behalf of the Vestry, by the Vestry's Counsel, Mr.
E. Lewis Thomas. ;

The total number of premises as to which complaints were received between
the 27th March and August 26th, 1883, was 1,068. The total number of defects
complained of in those houses numbered 1,948, and at the enquiry it was given in
evidence that 803 of those premises had been dealt with.

The separate items of *The Mansion House Council’s™ complaints numbered
in those 803 premises 1,643, referring, generally, to defective dust bins, and to w.c.’s
defectively supplied with water, or without water supply. In addition to dealing with
those complaints, the great majority of the 803 premises were redrained wholly or
partially. Rain pipes and waste pipes of kitchen sinks were disconnected from drains ;
yards paved and proper gullies provided therein; dust bins of the improved * Shore-
ditch pattern” provided ; water closets reconstructed and fitted up on the ** Shoreditch
pattern ;" broad concrete cills provided to front and back doors; eaves, gutters, and
rain pipes wholly or partially reinstated, and internal repairs and cleansing of
premises effected—amounting in all to 2,041 separate items in addition to the com-
plaints of the Council, and in addition also to a very large amount of work done in
houses not eomplained of.

It will be evident from the foregoing statement, how misleading and how
mischievous would have been the result if the complaints of The Mansion House
Council” had been permitted to disorder the ordinary course of procedure—which,
in its working, is systematically and surely eradicating evils, and improving injurious
conditions, which have been the product of ages of ignorance and carelessness, and
which, it may be said, are in no wise at all peculiar to the houses of Shoreditch, as
distinguished from the houses of the Metropolis generally.

Referring to these matters, and dealing with the list of 532 defeets reported as still
existing in September, the Commissioners say :—

« COMMISSIONERS' REPORT.”

(1.) Page 4. “We found 48 defects had been remedied, 47 were in course of
« being remedied, dnd 44 other reported defects could be considered as of not
« sufficient gravity to be injurious to health,” (i.e., a deduction of 8 per cent.
from the total of complaints).

(2.) Page 4. They also bear testimony that action was not confined to houses
reported by the Mansion House Council, (buf that the Vestry) ‘“had dealt
¢ with the houses of whole streets, when but a few of the houses were the

¢ gubject of complaint.”
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(8.) Page8. Asto water supply. ¢ The water supply is almost entirely by the
« New River Company, and the service is constant. The action which the
¢ Vestry took, at the instigation of its Medical Officer of Health, to secure for
¢ the inhabitants a constant, in place of an intermittent, serviee, with its
# pumerous attendant evils, as set out in the Annual Reports, and as given in
¢ gvidence before us—is worthy of all praise. In the eourse of our inspection
¢ we found the constant system universally in operation and hardly a storaye
& eistern was to be seen.”

(4.) Page 9. As to drainage, &e. * The proof of thoroughness in the execation
wof the drainage work is the sustained satisfactory working of that which is
« underground, and, consequently, out of sight. This part of the work, so far as
‘“we have been able to judge, has been admirably executed. As regards the
“ sanitary surroundings and appurtenances of dwellings, evidence of good work
“is also apparent, not only in the method of paving the yards, but in the
“ institution of a particularly cleanly pattern of water closet.”

The Water Closet, commended by the Commissioners as ““a particularly cleanly
pattern of water closet,” was introduced by your Inspector eighteen years ago, and
closets of that pattern are now numbered in Shoreditech by thousands. They were
introduced as a corrective to the foul and dangerous eondition inseparable from elosets
of the ordinary form of construction, and during those years their advantages have
been steadily pressed upon the attention of owners of property, their surveyors, and
builders, in all cases where foul and dilapidated closets have been dealt with offieially.
The pattern is now adopted generally in Shoreditch ; is spreading into other districts ;
and it has led to the general recognition that the space under and around a closet seat
shonld be open, and as free to be cleaned as any other part of a house; and it is
reforming the whole previous conception of water closet fittings, as shown in the
various forms of pedestal arrangements which within the last nine or ten years have
followed upon its introduction.—See Plate appended, page 127.

COMMISSIONERS' REPORT—continued.

(5.) Page7. *The Counsel for the Vestry laid stress on the fact that the death
“rate for 1889 was as low as 19-1, contending that this was proof of the sanitary
“ condition of the parish being not unsatisfactory. We do not consider that
“any such inference can be drawn from the death-rate of one year. At the
‘“game time, we do attach importance to the fact, which we have carefully

Constant
supply of
Water,

No Cisterna.

Dirainaige.

i The Shore-
ditch Waler-
closet,”

“ verified, that the death-rate for the past four years has continuously declined falling
“from 235 to 19-1, and this, we think, may be taken as satisfactory evidence that Death-rate.



Infections
Thiseases
f,‘u'nfl:.l'il‘itHLIH'J )
Act.

Disinfecting
Chamber,
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“ the sanitary condition has been steadily and materially improved of late years.
“ Of similar significance is the fact that the deaths of infants under one year of
““ age have, during the four years, become reduced from 185 to 156 per 1,000
“births; and that with a, practically, stationary population, the deaths from
“ typhoid fever have fallen from 32 to 17. Thus, as a result of our investiga-
“tions, we find again, after excluding non-parishioners who died in public
“institutions in Shoreditch, and including Shoreditech parishioners who died
““in other institutions in other parishes, that the deaths recorded under the head
‘“of typhoid fever have been :—

Year 1886 ... ... 32 deaths.
A it 0 :
i 1888 ... sz By 4¥
. RO s e FEC N o

“And we further find that if the fever mortality be judged, not only by the
* proportion of deaths per 1,000 of the population, but by the proportion fever
* deaths bear to the whole number of deaths from all causes in each of the years
‘““under notice, the fact as to the reduction of Shoreditch fever mortality is
* equally striking.”

This is further evidenced by the figures given by the Commissioners, shewing the
mortality from typhoid fever year by year in Shorediteh, as distinguished from all
London, and they are tabulated for comparison as follows : —

DEATHS FROM TYPHOID FEVER.

SHOREDITCH. Loxpox,
1886. 1 out of every ... ... 98 deaths. 1 out of every ... ... 184 deaths.
1887. Do. do.  Lal on 1EE b Do. do. R 3
1888. Do. g0 e 186 i Do. do. MFERR e E 3
1889. Do. do: . .. 1d4 7 Do. do. AEMERIRS P L

COMMISSIONERS' REPORT—continued.

(6.) Page9. * The Infections Disease (N otification) Act came into operation in
“ 1889—its effect has been to throw a great deal of additional work upon the
““ sanitary staffs of the London vestries. We find that this Act has been
*“ worked in Shoreditch efficiently and without friction.”

(7.) * A disinfecting chamber with a hot-air stove has been provided for the
“ use of the parish.”
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(8.) *“A public mortnary, to which bodies awaiting interment may be removed,
““has been provided in this parish.in a very convenient and suitable situation.
« It was bnilt in 1875, and rebuilt in 1887."

It will be in the recollection of the Vestry that your late Medical Officer of Health
held, that the great object of sanitary administration should be to educate and lead the
people to a knowledge of the value of Sanitation, and that one good lesson was eapable
of produeing much better results than many harsh and eoercive proceedings. Working
in that spirit, police court proceedings are rarely needed, much waste of time is thus
avoided and bitternass of feeling also; and it was given in evidence to the Commissioners
—as to the many hundreds of houses visited by them, the improvements in which they
commend in their report—that it was not necessary to take out a summons in any one
of those cases ; nevertheless, it will be seen that the third recommendation of the Com-
missioner's Report is: * The more complete exercise of the powers of the Nuisance
Removal and other Sanitary Acts by necessary magisterial proceedings.”

No comment is offered on that recommendation, nor on the other facts adduced
(which would require the weight and authority of your Medical Officer of Health to
enforee), further than the observation, that with a remarkably declining death rate,
and with a diminution of deaths from typhoid in four years from 1 in 98 to 1 in 144,
while London, as a whole, remained almost stationary, and with the testimony of
the Commissioners to the value of the work which has been done, it may very well be
questioned (to say the least), if there is any distriet in London that could have
come ont of such an enquiry with greater credit than the Parish of Shoreditch.

The following notes of the opening address of Mr. E. Lewis Thomas, M.A.,
Vestry's Counsel, will, nc doubt, be found of historical value and interest.

COUNSEL'S SPEECH.

Mr. Tuomas said: ‘“For many years a steady, energetic, and persistent
work of Banitary Improvement has been carried on in Shoreditch, in the
provision of new sewers, the opening up of new streets and the widening
and improvement of other streets, and the removal of large numbers of old,
ruinous, and badly constructed houses. In the introduction of the constant water
supply (so far back as 1877, the parish being the first in the Metropolis to
secure that advantage to its inhabitants), and in the thorough rectification of
the drains, the paving and drainage of the yards and forecourts. The improve-
ment and remodelling of the water-closets, the construction of improved dust
bins, and the general repairing of roofs, walls, ceilings, &e., of the dwellings
in the parish. These works may be dealt with in the order in which they have
been referred to.
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“It is found by a statement, supplied by the Vestry's Surveyor, that 7,6443
lineal feet of mew sewer has been constructed during the last ten years, and at
a total cost of £2,837; and that 1,254 private drains have been constructed or
re-constructed into sewers at a total cost of £2,484,

“The construnction of New Streets includes Great Hastern Street, the
western end of Bethnal Green Road, Chatham Avenue, and Appold Street.

¢ The Streets Widened and Improved include High Street, the south end
of Hackney Road, Harwar Street, Nile Street, and Huntingdon Street.

“ In ecarrying out these improvements, large numbers of old and dilapidated
houses were swept away. Willow Walk, Long Alley, and a large number of
adjacent courts and alleys, with all their ruinous tenements, have entirely
disappeared.

“ A large number of the houses referred to stood upon the Finsbury estate
of the Eeclesiastical Commissioners, and how that body studied the financial
advantages opened up to them by the public spirited efforts of the Vestry, and
set at nought sanitary considerations, may be gathered from the special report
of Dr. Sutton, the Medical Officer of Health, presented to the Vestry in 1871,
upon the condition of the Ececlesiastical Commissioners’ Estate situate in
Shorediteh.

““ The Vestry has not been remiss in using the powers given to it by the
Legislature. In Oetober, 1876, the Medical Officer reported the houses of
Cotton Gardens, Hackney Road, and Hudson's Court, Kingsland Road—under
Cross’s Act—to the Metropolitan Board of Works, and not until three years
afterwards was a reply received from that Board stating that it was an area
they could not deal with.

“ Torren’s Act was applied in 1876 in condemnation of Ann's Place,
(11 houses, all in the most insanitary condition). Against the Vestry's order
to demolish the houses, the owner appealed to the Quarter Sessions, with the
result that the premises were visited by the Bench of Magistrates, and, thongh
it was shown that several houses were traversed by a disused sewer within
18 inches of the floors, and others of the houses were built on the edge of
another section of the sewer into which they were evidently settling, and
though the roofs, walls, ceilings, floors, doors, sashes, and all internal fittings
were worn out and dilapidated, nevertheless the Dench gave the owner (a
wealthy man) the privilege of repairing the tenements, and deeided that each

party should bear their own costs, which in the case of the Vestry amounted
to £537.

‘ In October, 1882, the houses being again let, and still in an evil plight,
the Medical Officer reported them, under Cross’s Act, to the Metropolitan Board
of Works as being unfit for habitation, including in his report five houses in
Doundary Street, nine houses in Jane Shore Court, and one in High Street.
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« In reply a letter was received on the 81st October, 1883, stating that the
Board was of opinion that the area was too limited to come within the scope of
the Act of 1875, and the letter proceeded—

“iJt seems to the Board that an unhealthy area of thizs small extent
¢ should be dealt with by the Vestry, under the Act of 1868 and that
¢ which subsequently amended it (known together as Torren's Acts)
“or by some other means, and that the area should not have been
‘made the subject of a representation to this Board under the Artizans’
¢ and Labourers’ Dwellings Improvement Aet, 15875,

““This was to be regretted, as it was hoped an improvement scheme
would have opened up a roadway from High Street to Doundary Street,
in relief of the congested district of Bethnal Green, now oceupying the attention
of the London County Council.

“ On the 30th July, following the despateh of the report on Ann’s Place and
Jane Shore Court, the Medical Officer of Health reported some other areas to
the Metropolitan Board of Works, viz., 85 houses in Watson’s Place, 40 in Ware
Street, 15 in Lonisa Street, 8 in Naney Street, 21 in Moira Place, and 21 in
Eeform Place—total number of honses 140 ; and a reply was received stating

that the Board could not entertain any other schemes in addition to those
they already had in hand.

“ Following upon that, the 21 houses in Reform Place have been demolished
under sanitary notices, and upon the site Daths and Wash-hounses have been
built; 6 of the houses in Jane Shore Court have been taken down and the site
built upon for warehouse purposes. The hounses of Ware Street, Watson's Place,
Naney Btreet, and Lonisa Street have been repaired again and again, but they
are so badly constructed and built of such inferior materials, that they must
produce frequently reeurring nuisances. These facts were urged upon the
attention of the London County Council in letters addressed to the Couneil
by the Medical Officer on the 18th May, 1889, and the 6th May, 1890.
It was also urged that an Improvement Scheme would afford an opportunity
for the erection of improved dwellings—whieh are much wanted in that loeality
—and that the open spaces and the other dilapidated houses and sheds lying
between the area and Hoxton Street could be included by the Council under
the 5th Section of the Act of 1875, and, by such means, a large Improvement
Scheme be effected with great advantage.
decided not to apply Crosg’s Act to that area.

Nevertheless, the Council have

“ The Council, having also declined to act upon the report of the Medical
Officer, addressed to the Metropolitan Board of Works in 1883, in reference
to Plumber’s Place and Moira Place, and, nine years having elapsed, it was
found that the neighbourhood called for a large and comprehensive Improve-
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ment Scheme; the Medical Officer, therefore, transmitted a report to the
London County Couneil, under Cross's Act, referring to 11 houses in East Road,
13 houses in Nile Street, 17 houses in Custance Street, 14 houses in Moneyer
Street, 7 houses in Plumber’s Place, 28 houses in Provost Street, 5 houses in
Ebenezer Btreet, 21 houses in Moira Place, and 11 houses in Britannia Street
—a total of 117 houses.

“ On receipt of these reports, the London County Conneil appealed to the
Home Secretary, under Section 5 of the Housing of the Working Classes Act,
1885, the result being the appointment of an Arbitrator, who held a court of
enquiry in Shoreditch Town Hall to enable him to advise the Home Secretary
upon the nature of the improvement required, and whether it should be effected
by the London County Council, under Cross's Act, or by the Vestry, under
Torren's Act, the result being that the Home Secretary decided to the effect
““ that the case was of general importance to the County of London, and that it
should be dealt with under Part 2 of the Housing of the Working Classes Act,
and that the London County Council shounld contribute one-half of the expense.

“0On June 26th, 1889, the Medical Officer also reported, under Cross's
Act, 7 honses in Staff Street, 12 houses in Henrietta Street, 12 houses in
Vincent Street, 4 houses in Wilson Street, 4 houses in Catherine Street, being
a total of 39 houses, all in the Vinegar Ground. In another area, 15 houses in
Bath Court, 2 houses in Bath Place, 9 houses in Rivington Street, and 8 houses
in Old Street, being a total in this area of 29 houses; and in another area,
Essex Place, Hackney Road, 21 houses.

“ The condition of the houses, is this: they are old, dilapidated, worn out
structures held on leases, which makes renovation impossible, and many of them
are so closely packed together that they eannot be effectnally dealt with under
the Nuisance Removal or Torren’s Acts, but require re-arrangement under
Improvement Schemes, and the Vestry at the present time await the result of
the Reports of the Medical Officer to the London County Couneil.

© The history of the proceedings in connection with the provision of the
Constant Water Supply show the persistent determination brought to bear
upon the companies to seeure that boon to the rate-payers.

“In Janunary, 1874, the Medical Officer of Health applied to the New River
Company, on behalf of the Vestry, for the provision of a constant water supply
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in Shoreditch. On the 27th January, a reply was received stating that the
Company preferred that the Local Authority rather than the Company should
take the initiative in the matter.

« In October, 1875, the Vestry addressed a letter to the Metropolitan Board
of Works requesting it to employ its authority to require the Water Company to
furnish a constant supply to a section of the parish. To this the Metropolitan
Board of Works replied : * They were of opinion it was not expedient to comply
with the request.’

¢« In the month of February, 1877, a deputation, consisting of the Medical
Officer, the Vestry Clerk, and the Chairman of the Banitary Committee, waited
upon the Directors of the New River Company, to request them to furnish a
constant supply to a considerable portion of the Distriet, but the Directors
declined to do so unless required by the Metropolitan Authority.

" @ nder these circumstances the Vestry applied to the Local Govern-
ment Board in April 1877, with the result that the New River Company laid
on the constant supply throughout the whole of the area in Shoreditch.

“ This has enabled the Sanitary Inspector to secure the removal of 2,966
cisterns, so situated as to be dangerous, and by the end of 1885, all water-
butts had disappeared from the parish ; 314 having gone under sanitary notice.

“It may also be mentioned that from a survey of the Annual Reports
of the Medical Officers and the Sanitary Inspector, that a very large amount of
work has been done, though it has been impossible for those Officers to remedy
all the defects arising from original bad construction, cummon to so many of
the small houses in the parish—to wit, soft, inferior bricks, mortar with little
lime and no sand, sashes, doors, floors, and stairs of the flimsiest character, with
rooms so small as not to give elbow room to families.

“An immense amount of energy has been devoted, and very successfully,
to the removal of the hidden dangers lying under houses and water-closets and
adjacent yards, and in promoting dryness in walls by paving of yards, areas,
and foreconrts. Thus, from u summary of the reports of the last ten years, it
will be found that 828 defective brick drains have been removed and pipe
drains substituted, 4,062 defectively constructed pipe drains have been recon-
strueted, and 170 new drains have been laid down, 204 cesspools have been
removed with their poisonous contents from the neighbourhood of houses,
2,891 waste pipes of kitchen sinks have been disconneected from drains, and 4,005
rain pipes, having their heads in dangerous proximity to bedroom windows,
have been disconnected from drains, 5,898 water-closets have been reconstructed
—each closet having been fitted up with a concrete floor and with an open
space under the seat and around the pan, a plan introduced by the Chief
Inspector of this parish, and which precludes the hidden accumulation of filth
common to the ordinary construction of water-closets, 259 water-closets have
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See page 117.
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Commissioners for Public Libraries.
(8 MEMBERS).
Appointed 14th  April, 1891.

BARRALET, W. H. HURLIN, Joseph MOLLOY, Alfred
COX, Joseph MARTINDILL, Thos. WENBORN, F. M.
DONOVAN, John , (President.) :

FORDITAM, S. |  MOFFATT, E.

— = ——

Burial Board.
(9 MEMEERS).

Retire in Retire In |Betire in

1894 ELSTOW, G. H. 1894 HURLIN, Joseph | 1893 SACKETT, J. R.
1892 FORDHAM, 5. 1893 MARTINDILL, T. | 1892 SMITHER, Samuel
1892 FREEMAN, J. J. 1893 MOLLOY, Alfred | 1894 WELLS, H.

——

SPECIAL COMMITTEES,

Dusting and Scavenging Committee.
(15 MEMBERS).

BARRALET, W. H. ' MARTINDILL, Thomas WELLS, Henory

(Viee-Chatrman) MOFFATT, E. WENBORN, F. M.
FREEMAN, J. J. NOEL, Daniel (Chairman.)
HARDY, John SANDERS, George WINKLER, H.
HURLIN, Joseph STYMAN, Joseph WOO0D, George
HYATT, C. WAKELING, E. J.

Housing of Working Classes Committee.
(7 MEMBERS).

DONOVAN, John | MOLLOY, Alfred WENBORN, F. M.
MARTINDILL, Thos. STRINGFELLOW. N (Chairman)
MOFFATT, E. F il WINKLER, H.
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NOTL.—The Committees were appointed in June, 1891, and will continue in office ¢
until re-appointed in 1892,






