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Thie long-awaited Act became operative on 30th August
1954.

It is a very important piece of legislation with far
reaching effects.

Ita principal objective is to improve living conditions
in existing properties and it is hoped to achieve this mainly
in four waye :-

(1) By stimulating local authorities to increased
and sespeedier action in connection with slum
clearance, Provision is made for some novel
arrangements for the temporary retention of
certain unfit properties until their turn for
demolition arrives.

¥ easing g conditions under w Drovemen
ii) B i th diti hich im t
grants can be made.

(iii) By permitting private landlords to make limited
rent inereases subject to houses being in good
repair.

(iv) By introducing new powers for dealing with
houses-let-in-lodgings.

With the limited experience we have had in administering
this Act comment must necessarily be guarded, but a few
observations may be of interest.

It wae anticipated that we might receive an avalanche
of applications from tenants for certificates of disrepair
as soon as landlords gave notice of proposed rent increases.
In fact this did not happen and by 3lst December 1954 only
twenty-two such applications had arrived all of which
Justified the granting of a certificate. In the majority
of these cases landlords soon began to carry out necessary
repairs and to apply for revocation certificates.

The Council hae in the past dealt so effectively
with unfit properties that apart from a few individual houses
little requires to be done at present by way of demolition
and certainly no slum clearance proposals are called for.

There iz some uneasiness over the new standard of
fitness for habitation prescribed in this Act and there
are those who feel that the former standard was easier
to operate. Bome of us are also zorry to see the abolition
of the byelaws with respect to houses-let-in-lodgings
without their replacement by a modern version,

Already some "curious" decisions.have been given in
the Courts on various points and.it will obviously take
8 long time for the whole thing to "settle down";
meanwhile there is already telk of amending legislationl
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FOOD HYGIENE (Cont.)

for isgsue to their customers where necessary, and there has
no doubt-been & very great improvement in the situiation.

The standard of food hygiene generally has been
meintained at a satisfactory level, though constant
attention to the subject is necessary.

The new Pood & Drugs Act which it wes anticipated would
introduge higher stasndards than those now in force received
the Royal Assent on 25th November 1954, but only one section
( end that not relating to hygiene) came intc immediate
operation.

At the time of writing no other parte of the Act have
been brought into use, and there is a feeling that
regulations which are under consideration are likely to
bte disappointing to those who have been trying to deal with
this problem for so long with rather inadeguate powers.

FOOD & DRUGS ACT, 1938.

The following is a summary of samples taken during the year for
snalysis by the Public Analyst :-
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Articles

alysed
nformal Tota

gonggavggi;ons.
Formal ormall Total |

Brought Forward

Steak & Kidney Pie |
 Steak & Kidney Pudding
Butter
Marshmallew Sailors
Lemons
Meat Pudding
| Cake Mixture
{ Iron Jelleids
Nerve Tonic Syrup
Ccut Peel
[ Grouwnd Almonds
Candygum
- Fruit syrup(raspberry)
| Cod Liver 0il |
! Linetus B.P.C. !
| Rubbing oils ;
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1455 (formal)
dRusages, pork.

1465 (informal)
1466 (formal)
Confection "Sea Shell'.

1450 (informal)
lozengee, Bismuth.B.P.

?ﬁﬁ (infurmal}
¢ cream powder.

The Analyst's reports and details of action taken on
contravening samples were as follows :-

The sample contained Y8% of meat,
ineluding fat. Proceedings
instituted. Defendants fined £5.
with £8.8.04. costs. The
Magistrates expressed the opinion
that pork sausages should contain
not less than 65% of meat of which
80% should be pork.

These samples of fcod consisted of
macaroni shells coated with sugar,
The samples contained sugar, with
small proportions of colouring and
flavouring ... 60%. Macaroni ..40%.
He was of opinion that the erticle
was unfit for consumption as
confectionery. Macaroni in the rew
etate is not suitable for human

food and reguires to be thoroughly
cooked. The macaroni shelle in
this article were hard and tough
and would be likely to cause
digestive disturbance. Warning given.
Wholesalers agrced to withdraw this
grticle from sale,

The current British Pharmacopoeie
(1953) does not include Compound
Lozenges of Bismuth and these
lozenges were not correctly
described as B.P.

Warning given. The manufacturers
subseguently stated that the
Pharmaceutical Society had indicated
that they would not object to the
use of these labels until the end
of June, 1954, and the Council
concurred.

This was a sample of stale, insect
infested ice cream powder.
8mall remaining stock surrendered.
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Dealers' licences to sell designated milk were granted as
follows:-

Pasteurised milk 12
Pasteurised milk (supplementary) 9
Tuberculin tested milk 11
Tuberculin tested milk (supplementary) 8
Sterilised milk 10
Sterilised milk (supplementary) 8

(iii)Two hundred and twenty-nine samples of milk were taken
during the year and submitted to the following tests :-

Turbidity TE Biological Methylene Phosphatase
Te Test

Test Test Blue Test

Tuberculin Tested - 11 - =
Tuberculin Tested

(Farm Bottled) - - 1 =
Pasteurised - - 179 AT
T.T.Pa atnlaur-i sed - - 25 25
Pasteurised

(Channel Island) - - 1 1
Sterilised 7 - - -
Raw milk (Ungraded) - 5 o e

The phosphatase test indicates that pasteurisation has been
properly carried out; the methylene blue test is used to
determine cleanliness and keeping guality; the turbidity test is
a check on sterilisation and the T.B. test is for the purpcse of
detecting tubercle bacilli.

Complaints were received from two canteens that milk
supplied by a dealer from outside the Borough was souring quieckly.
The milk came in churns and forty-four samples were taken to
check up on it. Fifteen feiled .the methylene blue test and
tne failed the phosphatase test.

The matter was taken up with the dealer concerned and with
other local authorities. Further samples were taken and of
these twenty-one failed the methylene blue test.

The desler only supplied these two canteens and had no
retail round. The canteen which had the largest supply
ttased trading with him. . The other continued the supply
for a time and a further nineteen samples taken over a period
of three months showed only two failures on methylene blue test,
Later this canteen also discontinued the supply.

The report on one biological sample taken at a local farm
Showed that a guinea pig inoculated with the milk died and on
Post-mortem examination showed typical tuberculous lesions.

case was investigated by the Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries who reported that an infected cow was found in the
herd and was slaughtered under the Tuberculosis Order.

Apart from the above all samples conformed to the
Pequired standard.
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