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Aces AT whHicH THE DEaTHs OCCURRED.

1896. 1897.
One year and under ... 183 188
One year to five years ... 56 58
Five years to fifteen years ... 25 22
Fifteen years to twenty-five years 21 36
Twenty-years to sixty-five years 149 129
Sixty-five years and over 139 145
528 528

r— —

The deaths under one year to births registered works out at
108-21 for 1,000 inhabitants, and compare with London with 158 per
1,000 for the same period and with 102-7 for 1896 for Hornsey, and
the deaths under five years to 146'67 against 146 for 1896 and the
percentage of deaths under one year is 261 compared with 25-4 for 1896.

The mortality under one year per 1,000 inhabitants amounts to
912 and under five years to 801 and the mortality for 65 years and

over amounts to 2:22 per 1,000 inhabitants.

The following table (for part of which I am indebted to ‘“ The
Lancet "' of February 5th, 1898) shows the cases notified and the deaths
occurring from infectious disease in London, Hampstead, St. Pancras,
Islington, Finchley and Hornsey. London is made up of 43 sanitary
areas, but I would specially draw attention to that of Hampstead
as being in many respects similar to Hornsey and the comparison
between the vital statistics of two of these northern surburbs of
London must be interesting and instructive. It is needless to go
further into details as a glance at the table shows at once the general
sanitary condition of the Districts as compared with each other.
St. Pancras, Islington and Finchley are selected because they to a
great extent surround the Hornsey District, and, therefore, the
comparison of their death rate, &e. with our own should be a source of
information as to the general sapitary condition existing in them all.
I have also appended the death rates -from 88 -of -the largest English
Towns and also their annual death rate from zymotic diseases.
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other causes which tend to lower the vitality, and thus
indirectly make people more subject to the attacks of those
diseases, should be corrected. The objects of a Health Authority
should be to induce the population to live under the most favourable
sanitary conditions, so that they may be able the better to resist the
onset of these infections diseases, and secondly, by prompt measures,
to arrest the spread of such diseases as soon after their occurrence as
possible, and having found the source of the infection, to try and
stamp it out.

Tuberculosis is also one of the preventible diseases which not
uncommonly affects the human race ; it also depends for its existence
upon bacilli, which generally enter the body by way of the mouth in
the shape of a very unwelcome and harmful addition to the food. The
chief vehicle is milk, which has become infected either from the cows
suffering from tubercular disease affecting the internal parts, such as
the lungs, glands, &c., or, more frequently, from a superficial tubercular
ulceration of the teats. It has also been decided that-the meat from
animals suffering severely from tuberculosis can convey the disease. It
may be stated that if such meat is well eooked and the tubercle carrying
milk either scalded or boiled, the bacilli are rendered harmless, but
even supposing that to be so, are people to be subjected to the risks
attendant on these processes, should not the aim rather be to make it
a penal offence for any one to sell such meat or milk. The only way
I know of to prevent such infected meat being put on the market is for
properly instructed inspectors to view the carcasses and condemn any
meat they may consider unfit for consumption, aud this can hardly be
done until public abattoirs come into more frequent use. As regards
milk, the public can to a certain extent be protected by periodical
examinations of the cows, and there is yet a more sure test in what is
called the tuberculin treatment, with which experts can tell whether
animals are affected with tubercle or not, I believe that before long
all large dairies will in self-defence be obliged to be able to certify to
their customers that the cows which give their milk supply have
successfully undergone the tuberculin test, something of this sort will
have to be done; the public must be protected from the dangers
incident to the consumption of meat or milk tainted with tubercle; a
large percentage of cattle are said to be suffering from this disease,
more especially cows which are kept in stalls for a large part of the
year and fed on food calculated to stimulate the production of the
largest quantity of milk (quantity, not quality, being the desideratum of
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the producer), in fact, cows so kept, being more or less artifically
treated, are in consequence not in such a healthy condition as they
should be, and it can surprise no one that under such unfavourable
hygienic conditions tuberele is prevalent ; the fact that nearly one-tenth
of the total deaths (as was the case this year in the Hornsey District)
are attribated to diseases owing their origin to the presence of the
tubercle baeillus, must be my excuse for entering somewhat in detail
into the matter,

In connection with the danger to the community, arising from the
germs of sputa, expectorated by tuberculous patients in various publie
places, such as railway earriages, omnibuses, tramway cars and public
thoroughfares (the said sputa being liable to become dried and converted
into dust), I notice that in America, where this disgusting habit is said
to be very prevalent, that the Woman's Health Protective Association
has been joined by the Health Board of New York, in endeavouring to
put a stop to the practice by placing conspicuously posted notices invit-
ing passengers to refrain from spitting, for the two-fold reason of decency
and health, and that this example has been followed in Italy. That
this habit of expectorating, is both disgusting and likely to cause danger
to others, cannot be denied. but I think that it is done thoughtlessly,
and the danger of it only requires to he pointed out for publie opinion,
to see that the nuisance is abated. I understand thatin a few instances
at least, these notices are posted in some of the tramway cars in London,
and it is much to be desired that the plan should become general.

I am again able by the courtesy of the Council's Engineer and
Surveyor to supply the following details as to the matters more par-
ticularly under his charge.

Disposal of House Refuse.—The cremation of the whole of
the house refuse of the District in Destructor Furnaces, at the Sanitary
Depot at Hornsey, has been again carried out throughout the year in
a highly satisfactory manner and without causing the slightest nuisance
or objection of any kind.

The whole of the twelve cells have been in operation, and the
increased quantity of refuse which has had to be dealt with is shewn
by the following figures :—

House Reruse Burxt at tee Saxirary Derdr, Horxsey,

Year, 1805, Year, 1896. Year, 1897.
Loads .. .. 17,848 9451 11,260

Tons “os - 10,092 12,106 14,267



















































