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To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors
of the Borough of Wimbledon.

(GENTLEMEN,

As required by the General Orders of the Local Govern-
ment Board of December, 1910, I beg to present my fifth
Annual Report for the year 1913.

The statistics, though not so satisfactory as last year,
which was the best year on record, are still very good.

There is an increase in the nett death-rate, but much of
this is due to the large number of transferable deaths which
have been credited to this district, namely, 154. By
referring to Table I. it will be seen that whereas before the
new arrangement the deaths of residenis not registered in
the district which were credited to Wimbledon were 71 in
1908, 64 in 1909, and 49 in 1910, since then the figures have
been, in 1911, 119; in 1912, 119; and in 1913, the year under
report, 1564. By referring, however, to column 6, Table I.,
it will be seen that the death-rate for the district proper is 8'6,
which is extremely satisfactory.

The Zymotic death-rate is 1'28, there being 75 deaths
notified under this heading, which is 42 more than last year.

The returns of vital statisties and infectious diseases
drawn up on forms supplied by the Local Government Board
are appended in Tables I., II., III., and IV.

Physical Features and General Characteristics of the
District.—The district is wholly situated on London clay. In
the higher portions of Wimbledon Common and the district
surrounding, the clay is capped with gravel, which seldom
attains a depth of more than eight feet. The gravel covers
a considerable area, roughly speaking about 800 acres. Deds
of sand are met with in South Wimbledon, which are shallow,
not more than three feet deep, and are simply the filling in
of pot holes. The clay is covered with an alluvial deposit
along the valley of the Wandle and the extreme southern

portion of Cottenham Parlk.

The underground water on the low-lying ground near the
Wandle is only materially altered by flooding, and is very
close to the surface, so much so that special bye-laws are
made controlling the erection of houses in this district. On
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These seven epidemic diseases may be divided into notifi-
able and non-notifiable, and of the former 6 deaths were due
to Diphtheria, 4 to Enteric Fever, and 1 to Scarlet Fever;
of the latter 3 were due to Whooping Cough, 21 to Measles,
and 40 to Diarrhea, making an aggregate of 75 deaths, as
against 33 last year, or equal to a Zymotic death-rate of 1'28
and "58 last year per thousand of the population.

In addition to the deaths from Zymotic diseases, the
principal causes of death were as follows:—

Broncho-Pneumonia 17
Pneumonia ... &1
Bronchitis ... 36
Other Respiratory Diseases 3
Cancer 54
Phthisis 5l
Other forms of Tuberculosis 10
Nephritis and Bright’s Disease ... 22
Congenital Debility and Malformation
(including Premature Births 36
Organic Heart Disease ... 47

For the purpose of comparison the following Table is
compiled from the returns of the Registrar General:—

vital Statistics for 1913 (Provisional Figures).

-
Annual Rates per 1,000 living. iy _‘E §
£5%4
Szix
Deaths - 254
Births. from all 28 &
Causes. E —
& LS = ; -1
England and Wales ... 239 13-4 ' 109
|
96 Great Towns 25-1 147 - 1iG
145 Smaller Towns ... 239 130 f 112
England and Wales, .
less the 241 Towns ... 22-2 12-1 . 96
WIMBLEDON o 191 10°7 | 104

Table A shows the births, deaths (registered in district)
and death-rates, and the deaths at certain ages and for speci-
fied causes for the past five years.

Table B shows for the same years the number of infec-
tious cases notified, and the deaths from each disease.

Table O shows the death-rates from Zymotic Diseases,
Phthisis, and other forms of Tuberculosis for the past ten

years.
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Twenty-five per cent. declined disinfection after death
of a patient.

In order to show the economic importance to the com-
munity, herewith are shown particulars of married men and
women who have been notified as suffering from consumption
with their average age and the number of children, who, in
the case of the death of the father will be left without a bread
winner, and in the case of the death of the mother, often
more or less neglected, and at the best lacking the care and
control so necessary at the earlier years.

Married men with dependents, 18. Average age, 385
years.
Average number of dependents under 14—1-2
Average number of dependents over 14—1°1
Actual number of dependents under 14—22
Actual number of dependents over 14—20

Married men with no dependents, 6. Average age, 51
years.

Married women with dependents, 13. Average age, 388
years,
Average number of dependents under 14—22
Average number of dependents over 14— -3
Actual number of dependents under 14—29
Actual number of dependents over 14— 4

Married women with no dependents, 3. Average age, 53
years.

Total number of dependents:—

Under 14 years—51.,
Over 14 years—24.

Single men—24. Average age, 26 years.
Single women—22. Average age, 27 years.
Under 16 years—15. Average age, 8 years.

From this it will be seen that the average age of the
married men works out at 385 years, i.e., men in the prime
of life bringing up a family of young children. This will give
some idea of the importance of doing everything to secure
the return of these individuals to such a condition of health
as will enable them to provide for their families until such
time as they are self-supporting.

It will be noticed that there is a difference of 125 years
in the average age of the single men as compared with the
married, and of 142 years in the single women as compared
with the married women in the incidence of the disease.
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Diarrhea and Enteritis were responsible for 40 deaths,
corresponding to a death-rate of ‘68. The deaths were dis-
tributed through the Wards as follows :—-

s5t. Mary’s .... 2 Dundonald R e |
st. Jolin's B DTIOEY.  rsloansonsasnrnipian D0
Cottenham Park .........i.i0 1 Bouth Park ......iiciiieis 18
North Wimbledon ......... & South Wimbledon ......... 35

During the year there was an excellent instance of the
way in which other influences may afiect the health of an
infant. In one of the houses in South Wimbledon one infant
was seriously ill for a considerable time as a result of acute
gastro-enteritis, which was undoubtedly due to the proximity
of a fish shop whose yard abutted on the side of the house
in question. The fishmonger’s boxes and offal tin were kept
in his backyard, and during the hot weather there were
swarms of flies which infested the neighbouring house, and
were the undoubted cause of the child’s illness, the flies being
the carriers of infection. Everything was done to get the
boxes cleansed and the offal removed as soon as possible, but
even then the place was always swarming with flies.

The shopkeeper in question would undoubtedly be much
hurt if he were taxed with being the cause of this child’s
illness and the expense and anxiety to which the parents were
put, and yet there is no doubt whatever that the condition of
his premises was the direct cause of the child’s illness.
Houses 1n the same row, further removed from the shop in
question, were little bothered with flies.

Infantile Mortality.—By the term *‘ Infantile Mortality ’
is meant the proportion of infants who died before reaching
the age of twelve months to the total number born during
the year. This is the method required by the Local Govern-
ment Board in their Statistical Tables, and permits of
accurate comparison. To calculate the infantile death-rate
on the population, or on the deaths at all ages, as 1s some-
times done, is absolutely valueless.

There were 117 such deaths during the year (including
transferable deaths), or 104 per thousand registered births,
showing an increase of 37 on last year’s rate, when there
were 76 deaths and a rate of 67. The previous year there
were 125 deaths, and the rate was 110. The average for the
past five years is 80°1,

The infantile mortality amongst illegitimate children was
115, as compared with 84 for the legitimate.
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The infantile mortality rates for the different Wards are
as follows : —

St. Mary’'s e 1909
St. John's . 416
Cottenham Park ... ... 606
Dundonald o BOD
Trinity i 189°1
South Park PR |t i)

During the period (the past eleven years) that records
have been obtainable of infantile mortality in the various
Wards, it has been found that South Park Ward has had
the highest rate in five years, St. Mary's Ward in two years,
Trinity Ward in three years, and Dundonald Ward in one
year,

Twenty-two babies, or 18'8 per cent. of the total deaths,
failed to survive the first week of life, and 40 the first month.

UOne of the institutions undoubtedly influencing the
infantile mortality of the district is the South Wimbledon
Day Nursery, which caters largely for the mothers who have
to go out to work, and who are faced by the alternative,
without such an institution, of going to work and neglecting
the children or staying at home to look after the children on
a wage which is insufficient for their needs.

Speaking from experience of one of the first and largest
day nurseries in the country, one would like to see more of
these institutions, for, although one is opposed to mothers
going out to work as an ideal, one has to face the hard facts
as they are, and in the case of many of the labourers, and
particularly men in casual work, the only way the home can
be kept together is by the woman working, and it means a
great deal when one knows that their children are kept
under such conditions of eleanliness and comfort as are found
in these institutions, in addition to which one 1s certain that
they are properly fed.

Notification of Births Act, 1907.—During the year 885
births have been notified by the following persons:—Parents,
421; Midwives, 300; Doctors, 151; and other persons, 13.
During the same period 1,094 births were registered.

The number of infants visited was 483.
The number of re-visits made was 3,858.
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It will be noted that the examinations of sputum have
been much more numerous than on any previous occasion.

Diagnostic Tests.

. Bacillus
Bfaﬁ:::lus not ToraL.
: ! found.
Diphtherin Secretion 101 490 391
Phthisis (Sputum) ... 24 103 127
Ringworm ... — 1 1
Rﬁnﬂtiﬂn
ltﬂt:m':ﬁ‘ ! not ToTAL
e obtained.
I
Typhoid (Blood) 5 13 18

Four Swabs submitted for Vineent’s Angina. Result:—
Positive TR
Negative A |

One Swab submitted for Dlphthe-rm Result : —
Diphtheria absent; Vincent’s Angina present.

Mortuary.—From information received from the Superin-
tendent of the Cemetery, there were 61 bodies received into
the mortuary during the year, and 56 post-mortems held.

Inquests were held by the Coroner with respect to 38
bodies, equal to 7.6 per cent. of all deaths registered in the
]‘iumugh

Factories and Workshops.—-In the Tables below is ahnwn
the work done in the supervision of workshops and work-
places.

|
Premises. Anspsoblons jroiten | eosse

|
Factories 65 fi —
Workshops ... 348 22 —_
Workplaces ... 39 3 —
Total ... 452 31 —
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Food Poisoning.—Only one case of food-poisoning was
brought to my notice during the year, in which case two
families showed symptoms of poisoning which were attributed
to sardines. Microscopical examination of contents of the
tins revealed short bacilli which could not be grown on
any medium, so one may presume that there was no bacterial
infection. As all the members of the two families partook
of pork on the same day, it is impossible to say what was the
actual cause. Those members affected awoke within a few
minutes of one another the following morning with persistent
sickness and diarrhea, accompanied by pain. In another
instance there was considerable abdominal pain, and in some
of the other members, nausea.

The medical man in attendance reported that he had a
previous definite case of food poisoning from the same brand
of sardines comparatively recently.

Water Supply.—On the whole the water has been more
satisfactory this year, owing to the mixture of the supplies,
but owing to the trouble which has been experienced with
regard to the hardness, I was instructed by the Committee to
make periodic analysis of the water in various parts of the
town.

Information was received that the water supply had
been withdrawn during the year from 12 houses, for the
following reasoms:—1, owing to leakages; 2, by request;
6, owing to arrears Df rates; 1, premises empty; and 2, for
other reasons.

Supervision of the Erection of New Houses.—This is
under the control of the Surveyor, and there is a special
Inspector whose duty is solely devoted to the supervision of the
erection of new houses and additions.

Slaughterhouses.—The number of registered slaughter-
houses remains as last year, viz., six.

The visits to these have been, as far as possible, timed to
take place whilst the animals were being slaughtered and
dressed for food, this being the best time for inspection, as
the whole of the organs and carcase can then be examined
together. I may mention that the Officers of your Sanitary
Department have made inspection of such premises outside
the preseribed hours of their duty, in order that their visits
may coincide with the usual time that the various licensees
of slaughterhouses do their killing.

The Bye-laws as to the periodical limewashing of walls,
and the remﬂval of garbage, offal, ete., have been complied
with, no neglect in this respect havlng been found.
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The Chief Inspector, Mr. Henry Johnson, the TFirst
Assistant Inspector, Mr. . T. Avis, and the Third Assistant
Inspector, Mr. D. F. S. Flynn, all hold certificates of the
Royal Sanitary Institutes for Inspectors of Meat and other
Foods.

Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops Orders.— Twenty
persons apphed for registration under the Dairies, Cowsheds
and Milkshops Orders during the year, 2 as Cowkeepers, 8
as Dairymen and Purveyors of Milk, and 10 as Purveyors only.

The names of 8 persons were removed from the register
during the year owing to removals from the district, the dis-
continuance of the business, or the premises used for such
trading being closed.

On the 31st December, 1913, there were 6 Cowkeepers,
58 Dairymen, and 31 Purveyors on the register, showing a
net increase of 12 upon last year.

An exact record is kept in the Public Health Department
of the sources of supply of all the milk which comes into
Wimbledon to the known purveyors.

Inspection of Dairy Cows.—All dairy cows kept in the
Borough are inspected and reported upon once in every
quarter by the Council’s Veterinary Inspector,

Housing, Town Planning Act, 1909.— As this matter was
delegated by the Council to the Sanitary Inspector, the report
of any action will be found under his Report.

River Pollution.—This matter, which was under the con-
sideration of the Public Health Committee last year, was
referred to the County Council, who had the matter under
consideration with a view to taking action in the matter.

Administration of General Adoptive Acts in Force in the
District.—General Acts in force: Infectious Disease (Preven-
tion) Act, 1890; adopted 17th December, 1890. Public
Health Acts (Amendment) Act, 1890. Housing of the Work-
ing Classes Act, 1890, Part III.; adopted 7th June, 1899.
The Baths and Washhouses Acts; adopted 4th August, 1897.
The Notification of Births Act, 1907; adopted 26th July,
1909, The Public Heulth Acts (Amendment) Aect, 1907, Parts
VII. (except Sections 82 and 83, Section 81 modified), VIII.,
and IX.; adopted 21st December, 1908. The Public Health
Acts (Amendment) Act, 1907, Parts II., IIL., IV. (except
Section 66), V., VI., and X. (except Section 94).
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Application has been made to the Local Government
Board for an Order declaring these parts of the Public Health
Acts (Amendment) Aect, 1907, to be in force, and the order
was made on 9th June, 1913.

On 25th September, 1913, the following trades were
scheduled as offensive trades within the meaning of the
Public Health Aets (Amendment) Aect, 1907 :—Blood-drier,
Tanner, Leather-dresser, Fat-melter or Fat-extractor, Glue-
maker, Size-malker, Gut-scraper, Dealer in Rlags and Bones,

and Iish-frier.

Local Acts.—There are no local Acts in force in the dis-
triet.

The following is a statement showing the number and
nature of inspections made, the number of informal and
statutory notices served, with the result of such notices, for
the year 1913, as reported by the Sanitary Inspector:—

Reason of Visit. No.
Infectious Disease ... e 089
House to House Iuapectmu oo 8435
House Inspection ... ‘ e 2423
Houses let in Lodgings, Inspectmn ... 9b4

Inspection of Factories, Workshops,
Work-places, Outworkers’ premises,

ete. " ... 0b4
Common Lm]g-mg House Inspectmn 45
Dairy Inspection ... S
Inspection under Shops Act YR |/
Application of tests to drains ... . 699

Inspection under Diseases of Animals
Acts, and Orders of Board of Agri-
culture ... S [

Obtaining samples of Food and D:ugs v 094

Miscellaneous (including inspections of
slaughter-houses, mews and stables,
smoke observations, measuring up,

B e o e

Total ... 12,301

Seven hundred and ninety-nine preliminary or informal
notices were served in respect of 1,390 houses.

One hundred and fifty-eight Statutory Notices were
served in respect of 200 houses.
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Borough of TWimbledon.

SANITARY DEPARTMENT.

gl KRR T

OF THE

SANITARY INSPECTOR

FOR THE

YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1913.

(1

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors
of the Borough of Wimbledon.

(FENTLEMEN,

I beg to submit to you my report of the work carried out
in my Department for the year ended 31st December, 1913, in
connection with the abatement and suppression of nuisances
and other matters under the Public Health Acts, Factory and
Workshop Aet, Sale of Food and Drugs Acts, Shops Act,
Diseases of Animals Aects, ete.; also in connection with the
enforcement of the various Bye-laws and Regulations made by
the Local Authority, and as the result of house to house inspec-
tion, the supervision and testing of drains, the inspection of
Workshops, Bakehouses, Restaurants, Slaughter-houses,
Butchers’ and Fishmongers’ premises, Dairies, Cowsheds, and
Milkshops, ete.

Much of the substance contained herein will, of necessity,
be but a repetition of matters to which the attention of the
Council has already been directed through the medium of my
monthly reports, but this Report will give a clearer and more
comprehensive record of the work carried out during the year
than it is possible to obtain from them. Table V. gives a sum-
mary in detail of the various nuisances abated and sanitary
improvements effected.
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Notices Served. — Seven hundred and ninety-nine
Preliminary Notices or intimations were served during the
year in respect of 1,390 houses, and it was only found necessary
to serve 158 Statutory Notices upon the owners or occupiers of

200 houses.

I have pleasure in acknowledging that owners and agents
of property in the district have generally shown willingness to
co-operate with me in dealing with the numerous insanitary
conditions discovered, and have in almost every instance
readily complied with suggestions I have been able to make
from time to time in order to effect a general improvement in
the condition of their property.

The policy of sending an intimation notice or letter to the
person in default, pointing out the defects, ete., found, and
the work necessary to remedy the same, is a good one, inas-
much as owners or agents generally readily fall into line and
comply with its requirements much more willingly than if the
matter had been first brought to their notice by means of a
Statutory Notice served by order of the Local Authority. They
realise that it is my desire, on behalf of the Local Authority,
to obtain the abatement of the nuisance, or the remedying of
the breach of bye-law, with as little friction as possible, and
that I am always ready to offer suggestions in order to enable
them to attain the desired end with as little cost as is com-
patible with efficiency. There is always a tendency to resent
compulsion, and therefore any method which secures a maxi-
mum amount of work being carried out with a minimum of
friction is the one to be aimed at, for the reason that by meet-
ing the owner or agent at the property and discussing the
faults or defects found, and the best and most economical way
of remedying them, it is often possible to secure more work
being done than could ever be enforced by a nuisance notice.

Opening up of Drains under Section 41 of the Public
Health Act, 1875.—As the result of applications of the smoke
or chemical test, it was found necessary to exercise the powers
with respect to the opening up of ground and exposing of
drains granted to the Local Authority by this Section at 21
houses, authority first having been obtained from the Counecil,
and due written notice given to the occupier, in each case.
The conditions found were duly reported to the Public Health
Committee and notices served on their instructions requiring
the re-construction or amendment of the defective drains, ete.,
as the circumstances required. In only one instance was the
notice not complied with. In this case as the work had not been
executed on the expiration of the time specified in the notice, I
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reported the matter to the Public Health Committee, and it
was then resolved that the drains be relaid and such other sani-
tary provisions made, and that the cost of the work necessary
for that purpose be recovered from the owners. An arrange-
ment was afterwards entered into by the Council and the
owners whereby the latter, at their request, agreed to pay the
cost of the foregoing work, plus interest, in four gquarterly
instalments. They are now doing this.

House Drainage.—The drainage systems and sanitary
arrangements of 44 houses have been entirely reconstructed,
and repairs or extensive amendments were carried out at 118
olther houses.

It is very gratifying to me to be able to report that in
only one instance was it necessary to take legal proceedings to
enforce the abatement of a nuisance from defective drainage.
In this case a “ nuisance order’ was obtained from the
Magistrates who also imposed upon the defendant a penalty
of £1 8s. 6id., including costs, for failing to comply with the
statutory notice of the Local Authority, and ordered that the
work be completed within three days, in default of which a
further penalty of 10s. would be incurred.

The opinion I have expressed in previous reports as to the
unr!elmhifit_v,' of stoneware pipes as at present used for house
drainage, especially when in a clay soil, and the advantages
gained by the use of cast iron pipes, has heen strengthened by
observations I have made during the year. Tt cannot be denied
that stoneware drains as at present constructed are unreliable,
and in many instances rapidly develop defects which render
them neither smoke nor water-tight. Property owners will be
well advised to use cast iron pipes for drainage; they will find
them in the end by far the cheaper method of construction, as

under ordinary circumstances they maintain a nearly per-
manently water-tight drain.

House to House Inspection.—Dyring the year house to
house surveys were carried out at 973 houses.

The following lists (a and b) show the particular streets
and the number of houses inspected in each, together with the
remedial works executed at 628 houses. In no case was it
found necessary to serve a closing order : —
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Housing and Town Planning Act.—Prior to last year
there were very few houses in the district to which Sections 14
and 15 of the Housing and Town Planning Aect, 1909, applied,
that is, which had been let at a rental below £16 per annum
since the commencement of the Act. The last Official Census,
however, showed the population of the borough to exceed
50,000, in which case the standard of rent is raised by the Act
to £26 per annum ; consequently the number of houses or parts
of houses let at rentals below that figure probably amounts
to over four thousand. Of these it is impossible to say in how
many cases the contract to let has been made since the J'Lt.:t
came into operation, thereby bringing them within the provi-
sions of Sections 14 and 15.

Of the 973 houses which were house to house inspected
during the year, 347 were found to come below the rental men-
tioned in Section 14,

The nature of the defects found in many houses was as
follows : —Excessive dampness of walls, due either to decayed
brickwork or the absence of any damp proof course, or both;
defective floor timbers and flooring; absence of an 1mperv1uu3
material over the site; want of ventilation under the floors;
dilapidated condition uf roofs, ete.

The remedial work necessary, i.e., the insertion of damp-
proof courses, provision of cement conerete over the sites of the
houses and means of adequate ventilation under the floors, ete.,
is of such a nature as to necessitate almost daily re-inspection
while it is being carried out, otherwise portions may he
scamped or improperly done, and the benefit of the expendi-
ture incurred in great measure nullified.

In a number of the houses visited where the waste pipes to
the sink are of 2}in. stoneware, of considerable length, con-
structed under the seullery floor and not trapped, the tenants
complained of the very bad smells noticed. T communicated
with the Agents of the properties, and also met and discussed
with them the advisability of trapping these waste pipes; this
to my mind being the only reliable remedy. In every case
they agreed to my suggestions, and after the work had been
executed the premises were again visited, and not in a single
instance had smells been noticed since the work had been done,
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House Inspection.—Either as the result of inspections
made on complaint, in consequence of the occurrence of infec-
tious disease, requests by occupiers and other general inspec-
tions, the following work was executed at 1,040 houses; these,
together with the 973 previously mentioned, making a total of
2,013 houses where the details of inspection have included
those required by the Housing (Inspection of District) Regula-
tions made under Section 17 of the Housing and Town
Planning Act:—

Accumulations removed ... 91
Cisterns provided 29
(isterns repaired, cleansed or covered ... 53
Drains, new provided 38
Drains, repaired or altered SO | 1
Drains, stoppages removed S |,
Dustbins provided ... 72
Flushing boxes, new provided ... 34
Flushing boxes, repaired ... S
Manure receptacles provided 8
Overcrowding nuisances abated ... 42
Rainwater pipes disconnected ... ... 136
Roofs repaired 46
Rooms disinfected ... AR i
Rooms stripped and cleansed ... wes. 0
Soil pipes, new provided ... 22
Soil pipes, repaired or altered ... 26
Ventilating pipes, new provided ... 50
Ventilating pipes, repaired or altered ... 32
Waste pipes, new provided i 93

Waste pipes, repaired, disconnected or
trapped 36
Water closets, new provided 76
Water closets, repaired or ventilated ... 31
Water services restored ... & 20
Yards cleansed 21
Yards paved SO |
Guttering repaired ... 26
Floors ventilated ... 81
Nuisances abated from damp walls O
Other nuisances abated ... A
Total ... 3661

One of the chief outstanding facts revealed by these
inspections is the almost total ahsence of any proper accom-
modation for the occupiers to store food. The general provi-
sion appeared to be a cupboard under the stairs in the passage
or kitchen, or one improvised by means of an old hox in the
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scullery : all without any light or ventilation to the external
air. It is unfortunate that the Building Bye-laws do not
permit the Local Authority to insist upon the provision of
adequate accommodation for the storage of food.

Re-inspections made of property where sanitary improve-
ments and alterations have been carried out, such as paving of
spaces round dwellings, repairing of defective plastering to
walls, cleansing of rooms, ete., have shown that in the
majority of cases such alterations, etc., are appreciated by the
tenants; they constitute a strong factor in inducing them to
keep their premises in a cleanly condition, and a marked
improvement has been maintained in many cases. Nothing is
more disheartening to a housewife than to go into a house
where the plastering to walls is defective, walls and ceilings
dirty, and flooring with holes in it. Under such circumstances
there is no inducement to the occupier to put or keep the house
and its surroundings in a proper state. In the poorer parts of
the district people have very little choice in the matter of
house accommodation, and are very often compelled to enter
into occupation under conditions such as those mentioned
above because they are unable to afford to pay more rent than
that at which many of these houses and tenements are let.

Houses Let in Lodgings.—There are 64 of these houses on
the Register, and 332 visits of inspection were made during
the year. Twelve houses, formerly let in lodgings, were
during 1911 converted from double tenements into single
houses, consequently the bye-laws do not now apply, and they
have been removed from the Register.

In all but a few instances the owners have carried out the
work required under the bye-laws, such as periodical eleansing
of walls and ceilings, etc., readily, but considerable difficulty
has been experienced in dealing with matters for which the
occupiers are responsible. For some reason, in certain houses
most dirty and indolent tenants have obtained possession; I
Lhave heard that they are principally those who have been
ejected from property in London, and have found Wimbledon
the first district outside where they could obtain accommoda-
tion at anything like the same rents they have hitherto paid.
Whenever the Inspectors eall, whether it be morning, after-
noon, or evening, and the dirty condition of the floors, ete., is
pointed out to them, their usual response is that they are
““ Just going to clean up '’; or they try in some other way to
justify their own default, complaining of the condition of the
structure of the premises, apparently forgetting that they
themselves are responsible for much of their dilapidated condi-
tion. In some instances the tenants have bheen ejected hy the
owners principally for their gross neglect and dirty habits,
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The owner of a certain block of these premises is con-
tinually changing her agent, and just as the effect of one
agent’s effort to get a better class of tenant are beginning to
bear fruit, she admits some undesirable persons who are soon
followed by others of a similar character, and thus drives out
the more respectable families. During the year one agent took
proceedings in the police court and obtained ejectment orders
against the majority of the tenants, and stripped and cleansed
the rooms throughout, only to find that he had the same to do
again a few months later.

The condition of other tenements is, by their scrupulous
cleanliness and neatness, a pleasure to see, reflecting the
greatest credit on the occupiers, many of whom are in very
poor circumstances, which fact makes it all the more creditable
to them.

Verminous Rooms.—This matter has continued to receive
the attention of the department during the year, 58 rooms
having been dealt with. As previously the necessary notices
were served upon the person responsible, whether occupier or
owner. FEwvery assistance has been given to those who were
anxious to free their premises from vermin, and fumigants
have been supplied at cost price, or fumigation carried out by
the disinfector at the owners’ expense after the walls had been
stripped, as required.

Intimations from the Medical Officer of Health, or from
Teachers of the Public Elementary Schools, were received in
respect of the verminous condition of 52 children from 44
houses. Inspections were made resulting generally in the
improved condition, as regards cleanliness, of the children’s
clothing, and in the cleanly state of the rooms and hedding,
where these were found verminous or insanitary. In the
worst instances a large number of visits were necessary before
the desired improvements were obtained.

Common Lodging Houses.—The Keeper of the Common
Lodging House, 188, High Street, South Wimbledon, died on
7th February, 1913, and the premises were closed shortly
afterwards. I reported on the matter to you in my Monthly
Report, and it was resolved that the house be struck off the
Register; this was done.

Towards the close of the year I was approached by the
Owner’s Agent with a view to his again letting the premises
for the same purpose as previously. I met him on the property
and pointed out that certain works would he required to be
done before T could report the house suitable. These works,
including the provision of new lavatory basins, alterations to
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drains, cleansing and painting and ecolour-washing of the
interior of all rooms and cubicles, repaving of yard, ete., were
satisfactorily executed.

An application for the premises to be registered was
received on 6th October, 1913, from the intending occupier,
when the Public Health Committee resolved that the house be
registered and that a Certificate of Registration be granted for
a period of 12 months, viz., 1st January to 31st December,
1914, and that the Certificate be renewed from time to time,
subject to a satisfactory report of the premises being received.

A similar certificate was granted for the premises, 42,
High Street, South Wimbledon. Inspections of these premises
have been made from time to time at irregular intervals, and I
am pleased to report that all provisions of the bye-laws were
rigidly observed.

No complaint was received during the year respecting
either Common Lodging House.

Van Dwellings.—At irregular intervals throughout the
year inspections were made of the vans occupied as dwellings;
there have also been special visits made as the result of com-
plaints received from time to time respecting the vans in
certain vards. There are in all 37 vans on 12 separate premises,
the most in one yard being seven. The internal measurements
of all these vans have been taken for the purpose of calculating
their cubie capacity.

With one or two exceptions these dwellings have been
found elean and well-kept, and the provisions of bye-laws
relating to Tents, Vans and Sheds complied with. In the few
instances mentioned, a verbal warning was sufficient to obtain
compliance. The complaints received referred principally to
noise, or were the outcome of a sentimental objection to plots
of land adjoining the dwelling-houses of the complainants

l'bemg so used, but not with respect to any breach of the hye-
aws,

The occupiers of the vans appear to be a very healthy set
of people, only one case of infectious disease (Scarlet Fever)
having occurred amongst them during the whole of the year.
This case was not removed to the Isolation Hospital, conse-
quently it necessitated a daily visit of inspection for the pur-

pose of seeing that all precautions were being observed with a
view to preventing the spread of infection.

Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops.—Twenty new applica-
tions were received during the year from persons desirous of
being registered under the Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops
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Orders. Before the applications were submitted to the Publie
Health Committee by the Medical Officer of Health, the
premises at which it was proposed to carry on business were in
each case inspected in order to ascertain whether they were of
a suitable character from the points of view of lighting, venti-
lation, cleanliness, drainage, water supply, ete. In certain
cases minor alterations were required in order to make them
comply with the Regulations of the Local Authority.

Periodical inspections have been made of all the premises
of dairymen and purveyvors of milk in the district, during
which 12 matters were discovered which required to be dealt
with by the Department, consisting chiefly of the necessity of
white-washing and cleansing, and the provision or repairing of
paving adjoining milk stores. All the necessary work was
satisfactorily carried out by the persons responsible without it
being necessary to serve Statutory Notices.

Infectious Disease and Disinfection.— During the year
visits for the purpose of investigating cases of notifiable infee-
tious disease were made to 326 houses. Special visits were
also made, as required, for the purpose of following up and
inquiring after the health of persons who had been passengers
oa vessels coming to this country, on which cases of infectious
disease had occurred, and of which notice had been received
from the Port Sanitary Authorities concerned. The informa-
tion obtained was handed to the Medieal Officer of Health.

At 57 houses from which cases of notifiable infectious
disease had been reported, defective drains, or other insanitary
conditions were found to exist, all of which were subsequently
remedied under the supervision of the officers of the Depart-
ment.,

Disinfections of rooms, bedding, clothing, ete., was duly
carried out after the removal to hospital or recovery of each
patient. Where necessary the walls of the rooms from which
the cases had been removed were stripped and re-papered.

The number of rooms disinfected was 876, and the number
of articles of bedding, wearing apparel, ete., 14,497, full
details of which are given in the Report of the Medical Officer
of Health under the heading of *‘ Disinfection.’”

School Disinfection.—All the Public Elementary Schools

in tl;e_diﬂtrict were thoroughly disinfected during the Summer
Vacation.

Yard Paving.—At houses where general nuisances or
insanitary conditions were discovered, especially in the poorer
parts of the district, special attention was given to the provi-
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sions of suitable impervious paving laid with a fall so as to
carry surface water into the drains provided, in order to pre-
vent it, together with various kinds of filth, being absorbed by
the soil or walls of the dwellings. Where this improvement
is carried out there is no excuse for the occupier who does not
keep the surface of the yard in a eleanly and tidy condition.
In the course of the inspections made during the year no less
than 225 vards were found to be in an unsatisfactory state, due
either to the absence of any paving, or the defective condition
of that which did exist. The power to deal with this class of
nuisance has been greatly strengthened by the adoption of
Section 25 of the Public Health Acts (Amendment) Aect, 1907.

Several complaints were again received respecting the
condition of the passage-ways adjoining and at the rear of
houses on the Ashen Grove Estate and other parts of the
district. This matter has now been before the Council for
some years without a satisfactory remedy being found or
applied. Consequently powers to effectually obviate a con-
tinuance of this nuisance are being sought for by the inclusion
of provisions in the Wimbledon Bill, now before Parliament.

Stable Refuse.—(ontinued attention has heen paid to the
mews and stable vards in the distriet, 907 visits having been
made to such premises during the year.

Less difficulty was experienced than formerly in securing
the prompt removal of manure, ete., from stables, the chief
reason for which is, T think, that with the advent of the motor
car, and the consequent reduction in the number of horses,
stable manure has become more wvaluable, and is therefore

more sought after by the market gardeners and farmers in the
neighbourhood.

Inspections under the Factory and Workshop Act, 1901.—
Sixty-five inspections of factories were made during the year,
and six written notices served referring to sanitary con-
veniences or other nuisances,

One intimation was received from His Majesty’s Inspector
of Factories, of defects or insanitary conditions which had
been found by him when visiting Factories and Workshops,
and one communication was sent to His Majesty’s Inspector
informing him of the action taken to secure the remedying of

the defects or insanitary conditions to which he had called
attention.

With regard to Workshops and Workplaces, the Borough
Council’s duty of supervision may be classed under four heads :
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(d) Drainage of Floors where * Wet Processes’’ are
carried on. The majorily of the premises which come unﬂer
this heading are small laundries, of which there are 26 on the

register.

It was found necessary to serve three notices in regard
to this matter during the year. One was remedied, and the
other two were allowed to stand over till weather conditions
were suitable.

(e) Provision of suttable and sufficient Sanitary Aecom-
modation. At 7 workshops or factories the sanmitary accom-
mwodation was found to be insufficient, defective and unsuit-
able, or not properly separated for the sexes as required by
the Home Office Order of 1903. The requirements of the
Department were carried out in six instances, and in the one
remaining the necessary work was not completed by the end
of the year.

Other general nuisances to the number of 52 were dis-
covered during the inspection of workshops, 49 of which were
remedied before the close of the year.

Srecian  Sanitary  Recuvrarions ror DBAKEHOUSES.—
Breaches of these numbered 5, consisting prineipally of
neglect to carry out periodical cleansing and limewashing.
All the necessary work was duly carried out satisfactorily.

Homework.—Eighty-four visits of inspection were made
to Outworkers’ premises. It was found necessary fo serve
6 notices, chiefly with regard to want of cleanliness of rooms,
ete.; these were readily complied with.

It was again only found necessary to send eight com-
munications to employers reminding them of the necessity of
forwarding lists of their Outworkers, and in each case they
were promptly sent in.

Details of the wvisits paid to Factories and Workshops
and Workplaces are given on the forms supplied for that
purpose by the Home Office, and particulars will be found in
the Report of the Medical Officer of Health.

Swops Acts, 1912 axp 1913.—Thirteen hundred and
seven visits were made of the 903 occupied shops in the dis-
trict to ascertain if the prﬂnsmns of the Acts were being
complied with. The following is a tabulated statement of the
result of these inspections:—
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It will be seen frcm the foregoing that quite a large
number of shopkeepers failed to discharge their obligations
under the Act, chiefly by not affixing the various notices
required by the Statute.

On each occasion the provisions of the Act were clearly
pointed out to the shopkeepers by the Inspector.

During the inspections several complaints were received
that shopkeepers were contravening the Act, and observations
were consequently kept, and the matters reported to the
Public Health Committee, who resolved that legal proceedings
be taken in three instances, two for selling non-exempted
articles on the closing day, and one for employing four young
persons (under age of 18 years) more than the prescribed
number of hours (74 per week, including meal times), and

also for failing to close the shop on one half-day during a
certain week.

Only one of these cases was heard during the year, the
fine being 1s. and 1s. costs; the other two cases were reported

at the close of the year, consequently proceedings were not
instituted till 1914,

In two other cases a warning was issued, and in forty-one
cases where the shopkeepers failed to close their shops on one
half-day in the week preceding Christmas week, the Com-
mittee resolved that having regard to the special ecircum-
stances, the Commiltee is not prepared to expend public
money on proceedings which might be regarded as oppressive,
and which would not be conducive to the observance of the

Act.

Slaughterhouses and Food Inspection.—Two hundred and
fifty-six inspections of the six registered slaughter-houses in
the district have been made during the year, and I have
endeavoured to so arrange these visits that they have taken
place whilst slaughtering was in progress, and so that all

food animals killed in the town can be examined prior to being
exposed for sale,

The number of animals examined was 543, comprising :
104 cattle, 3 calves, 270 pigs, and 166 sheep; and out of this
number it was only found necessary to condemn and destroy
the following as being unfit for human consumption :—

3 bullocks’ livers.

1 bullock’s offal.

1 heifer's pluck.

3 pigs’ carcases.
22 pigs’ plucks and offal.
2 sheeps’ livers.
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The chief causes of the condemmnation of these articles
were Tuberculosis, Abscesses, Flukes and Echinococcus
Cysts. Towards the end of the year there was found to be a
prevalence of the Tenuicollis Cyst affecting the cauls of
sheep, but in such a degree as not to interfere with the
carcase, which, in each case, was passed as fit for human
food, after the removal of the affected portions.

I can only ascribe this affection to the fact that the sheep
had for some prior to slaughter been grazed on marshy land.
IF'requent visits of inspection have been made not only to the
slaughterhouses, but also to the shops of butchers, fish-
mongers and fruiterers, and other places where food is pre-
pared or exposed for sale, and the following were surrendered
and destroyed, being unfit for food :—

12 stones of Whiting.

6 stones of Mackerel.

7 stones of Codling.

3 stones of Guinard (or Gurnet).

79 1bs. of Walnuts.

Sale of Food and Drugs Acts, 1875 to 1907. The follow-
ing table shows the number and nature of articles purchased
and submitted for analysis during the year. The preliminary
or test samples were examined by the Council’s Analyst, and
those taken in accordance with the Acts were submitted to
the Public Analyst for the County of Surrey :—

Particulars of Samples of Food and Drugs taken and submitted
for Analysis. Year ended 31st December, 1913.

TEST SAMPLES, OFFICIAL SAMPLES.
= =l v htl
ARTICLE. i fifacios Adul. [EHERDY] Prose.
No, | Genuine No. [Genuine. ar
: !nfarmr ‘rﬂf Inferior 'Ir";'ll;:;il"

Milk .| 83 i 067 10 12 1 1
Butter ... ..| 112 | 100 9 3* 1 1 1
L e e Ca, b 2 :
Brandy ... e ‘B
Fum g 2 I 2 i
Whiskey .. 2 2 .
Cocoa y 3| 3 N
Dememrngugnr 6 | i
Coffee ... . 16 14
Cream of Tﬂ.l“l.ﬂ.l‘ a 2 :
Citrie Acid 2 2
Tartaric Acid...] 2 2
Munt.ani 3 3
P'e S 4 4

ll;e Prem]n 1 1

tu.trl:-. of Lead
Ham i | 1
Total ...] 249 | 213 19 17 2 1 1 1
* Renovated,



Observations.—/ilk. Of the 89 test samples taken 10
were reported as adulterated or not genuine, 5 by the abstrac-
tion of fat varying in amount from 2 to 15 per cent., 3 by the
addition of water varying from 2 to 12 per cent., and one
being skimmed milk.

One official sample was afterwards taken from one of the
venidors of the test samples found adulterated, and the Public
Analyst’s certificate stated that the sample was genuine.

Compared with last year there was an increase in the
percentage of adulterated samples of milk, 19 or 17°4 per cent.
then being found not genuine, against 22 or 24'7T per cent.
this year.

Butter.—One hundred and twelve test samples of butter
were obtained. Of these Y were reported as not pure, 8 being
margarine, and the other 1 containing an excess of water and
salt. There was an increase in the percentage of adulterated
test samples of butter, 11 or 10°6 per cent. being found not
genuine last year, as against 12 or 107 per cent. this year.

Legal proceedings was taken in one instance for offences
under the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts. The particulars are
as follows:—

For selling margarine as butter in an unmarked
wrapper. The defendant was fined £13 1s. 0d.,
mcluding costs.

Petroleum Acts.—Forty-three applications were received
for permission to keep petroleum, thirty-three being for the
renewal of existing licences, and ten for new ones.

After an inspection of the premises and proposed place
for storage had been made in each case, the licences were
granted on the recommendation of the Public Health Com-
mittee.

The quantity of petroleum authorised to be kept varied
from 20 to 14,000 gallons. The majority were for from 20
to 100 gallons, but in four cases the amounts were 1,000,
2,000, 3,000 and 14,000 gallons respectively. The buildings
for storing these latter quantities were specially constructed
for the purpose, being built partially under the ground; the
first and fourth are fitted with modern fire extinguishing
appliances.

The licence in respect of the 14,000 gallons was taken
out by the London General Omnibus Co., Ltd., for their new
Garage erected at High Street, South Wimbledon, at the end
of the year.
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The greater number of the licences were for the sale or
storage of petrol, chiefly for use in motor care; one was for
benzoline and petrol; one for benzoline; and one for hydro-
carbon produced at the London and South Western Railway
(Gas Works, Durnsford Road.

Eighty-five inspections were made of the various premises
in respect of which licences had been issued. Ouly one
breach of the Acts was discovered ; the facts are as follows:—

A licence was granted for certain premises up to 3lst
December, 1912. Before the expiration of that licence two
notices in writing were sent to the occupier calling attention
to the necessity of a new licence being applied for, for the
vear 1913, but no reply to the communications was received.
After purchasing two separate quantities of petrol, I obtained
a magistrate’s search warrant, and then searched the premises,
whereon I found 18 two-gallon cans of petrol which 1 seized
and brought away.

Subsequently legal proceedings were instituted and a con-
viction secured, the defendant being fined £5, with £1 1Is.
advocate's fee, and 9s. Gd. costs. The petroleum seized was
also forfeited, but later was re-sold to the defendants at 1/5
per gallon, realising £2 8s. 2d.

Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894—1911.

Parasitic Mange.—Four cases occurred at four separate
stable premises, t.e., South Road, Haydons Road, Merton
Road and Durham Road.

In the two former cases information was given to me by
an Inspector of the R.S.P.C.A. that he suspected an animal
to be suffering from Parasitic Mange, and I visited the
premises in company with the Veterinary Surgeon, Mr. F.
W. Chamberlain, who confirmed the diagnosis. Later I
reported the matters to the Watch Committee, who, after
carefully viewing the whole facts, considered the cases were
not such as would warrant proceedings being taken.

In the other two cases the respective owners called in a
Veterinary Surgeon, who gave notice at once.

As each case was notified the necessary detention notices
were served, and returns made to the Board of Agriculture.
On the recovery of the affected animals thorough disinfection
of the premises, harness, etc., was carried out.

Swine Fever.—Several outbreaks of this disease oecurred
in different parts of the country, one being so near the district
as to include Merton, Morden, Mitcham, etc., within the
limits of the infected area, but happily no case occurred in
Wimbledon.
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Foot and Mouth Disease.—A number of outbreaks were
reported in various parts of the country during the year, the
nearest to this district occurring at West Ham, near East-
bourne, Sussex. In consequence of this outbreak a warning
telegram, followed by a confirmatory letter, was received by
the Town Clerk from the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries,
to the eftect that we were to ** warn all concerned and direct
the Police to make careful inquiries with a view to immediate
reports being made to the Board in case of any suspicious
outbreak occurring amongst live stock.”” Immediately on
receipt of this communication I visited all places where
animals were kept and warned the persons in charge; but no
case occurred in the district.

In the early part of the year notices for distribution
amongst persons concerned were received from the Board with
reference to hay and straw used for the packing of foreign
mmported goods being likely to promote the spread of the
disease if used for manure on farms. It recommended that
persons using such hay and straw should be warned of the
element of danger which it contains, and of the risk of allow-
ing it to come in contact with any animals; it also advised
that where possible it should be burned.

In all there were twenty-two various orders received
from the Board during the vear, chiefly respecting Foot
and Mouth Disease in other parts of the country, landing of
animals, ete., some of which had to be distributed locally for
the guidance of persons likely to be affected by the orders.

One hundred and fifty-four visits were made in connec-
tion with administration of these Acts during the year.

The necessary weekly and speecial returns have been made
to the Board of Agriculture as required.

I have accompanied the Council’s Veterinary Inspector
when examining cows belonging to Cowkeepers in the district,
and those of the Contractor supplying the Borough Isolation
Hospital, for Mammary Tuberculosis. Five hundred and
three examinations were carried out by him, and all the cows

were found to be healthy.

Tuberculosis Order, 1913.—On 1st May, 1913, this Order
came into operation, and entailed an inspection of all dairy
cows within the district immediately prior to this date. I
accompanied your Veterinary Inspector (Mr. F. W. Chamber-
luin) to the various Cowsheds in the borough, and the neces-
sary inspections were made by him. I am pleased to report
that in no instance was any animal found to be affected with

the disease.
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The Order contains practically the same substance as the
previous Order of 1909, which order did not, however, come
into operation. The chief provisions include the compulsory
notification by the Owner, or person in charge, of

““ any cow which is, or appears to be, suffering from
““ tuberculosis of the udder, indurated udder, or other
““ ¢chronic disease of the udder; or any bovine animal
“ which is, or appears to be, suffering from tubercu-
““ losis with emaciation.”

And it further requires a Veterinary Surgeon attending
any such infected animal during his practice to notify the
Local Authority. In this latter case a fee of 2s. 6d. is paid
for each notification, except when several animals examined
at the same time and place are notified at the same time, in
which case only one fee is payable.

Among other powers contained in the Order are provisions
for inspection and examination of animals, for the slaughter
of diseased animals, post-mortem examination of slaughtered
animals, compensation, precautions to be adopted with respeet
to milk, ete., detention and isolation of suspected animals,
cleansing and disinfection of cowsheds and premises, ete.

It has not been in force sufficienily long for one to judge
of its effect. At the same time, it is undoubtedly an order
of great merit, and one of the most important steps in the
right direction to fight against the dread disease, which, it is
contended by the leading authorities, is largely conveyed to
human beings throngh the medium of iufected cow’s milk.

During September and October of this year several com-
plaints respecting bad smells were received from residents in
the neighbourhood of Plough Lane, Havelock Road, Garfield
Road, Milton Road, and Haydon’s Road, and from observa-
tions kept during the day and evening time by the staff of
my department, 1 had no hesitation in reporting to the Public
Health Committee that the complainants undoubtedly had just
cause for their complaints.

The Committee after careful consideration of all the facts
resolved that the Town Clerk be directed to notify the
Authority concerned of the complaints, and to ask for a
specific assurance that steps would be taken at once by them
s0 as to improve their Works, that no nuisance can arise
therefrom, and that a copy of the correspondence which has
passed between the Town Clerk and the Authority with
respect to the nuisances from their Works since July, 1912,
be sent to the Local Government Board.
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The erection of a Motor Garage, with workshops, ete.,
by the London General Ommnibus Company, in High Street,
Merton, has been the means of bringing into the neighbour-
hood a large number of workers whose regular employment
depends on their character and habits; these, with their
families, number nearly 1,000 people.

The influx has already had a satisfactory effect on the
houses in some of the roads adjoining the Garage, the owners
having put their property into a much better state of repair
and the less respectable class of tenants having had to make
room for the new comers.

There have been several changes in the personnel of the
staft during the year under review. Early in March Mr. E. 8.
Robinson, Senior District Inspector for many years, was
successful in obtaining a position as Sanitary Inspector under
the Corporation of the City of London. This necessitated a
re-arrangement of the staff, and in consequence Mr. R. T.
Avis was promoted to Senior Assistant Inspector, Mr. D.
Pickard to Second Assistant Inspector, and Mr. D. Flynn,
clerk, to Junior Assistant Inspector.

In June Mr. G. H. Fowler, who had for over 33 years
been Clerk in my Department, obtained the position of Sani-
tary Inspector under the Borough Council of Finsbury. He
had obtained the necessary qualifications and certificates for
such a position during the time he was here,

The work of the Department has of necessity suffered
through these changes, Mr. Robinson’s experience of some
154 years, and Mr. Fowler's of 3} years, being replaced by
officers of less experience or quite new to the work, as well
as the loss of nearly four months working time.

I again have pleasure in acknowledging the loyal support
I have received from all the staff, and to thank my colleagues

in other departments for their co-operation so generously
given me at all times.

I am, Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

HENRY JOHNSON, M.R.S.I.



























Borough of Wimbledon.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT.

ANMNUARL RKEFPOKT

OF THE

ScHooL MEDICAL OFFICER

FOR THE

YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31st, 1913,

To the Members of the Education Committee
of the Borough of Wimbledon.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I beg to present my Annual Report of the medical inspec-
tion of the children attending the Public Elementary Schools
in Wimbledon for the year 1913,

On May 14th, the Committee decided to institute a
School Clinie for the treatment of common skin diseases (in-
cluding ringworm), minor external diseases of the eyes, dis-
charging ears, and uncleanliness associated with pediculosis,
and to provide dental trentment. Sanction was obtained for
this, from the Board of Education, on December 6th, 1913,
and one hopes that a large number of these untreated cases
will be dealt with under this scheme. Southey Hall, the
Inspection Centre, has been altered to provide the dental room,
and facilities for a general clinic. By the establishment of
the School Clinic one can look forward with confidence to a
very considerable increase in the number of cases dealt with
which require treatment for defects found during inspection.

Cleanliness, I am glad to say, remains satisfactory, with
the exception of a few families which it seems impossible to

do anything with. Some of them have been fined repeatedly
with very little benefit.
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As during 1912 a very large proportion of the work has
been followed up, i.e., endeavouring to obtain treatment for
cases found, as a result of inspection to require it, but in spite
of all efforts the percentage treated still remains about the
same, that is, roughly fifty per cent. This is due mainly to
the following causes:—

(1) Poverty of the parents, combined with

(11) Want of facilities for getting certain classes of treat-
ment, and

(111) The age period at which leavers are examined (i.e., from
13 to 14), which means that they are often examined
within a few weeks of leaving school so that within
a very short time they pass out of our control alto-
gether, and one finds as a matter of experience that,
particularly in the case of eye defects, as soon as the
child leaves school the parents are apt to let the
matter slide altogether.

There are a certain number of cases which give consider-
able trouble in that they get no treatment as they say that
they cannot afford either to pay for a doctor or to go to a
hospital, and some of these, if referred to the Invalid Chil-
dren’s Aid Association, are returned as unhelpable, and they
will not go to the Poor Law, and at the same time the defects
for which treatment is required are of such a character that
there would not be much chance of obtaining a conviction
under the Children Aect, with the result that these conditions
go on indefinitely.

Owing to the form in which the Chief Medical Officer of
the Board of Education has asked for the statistics to be made
out the majority of the tables are put together as an appendix.

A.—** General review of the hygienic conditions prevalent in
the Schools of the Local Education Authority in respect
of such matters as surroundings, ventilation, lighting,
warming, equipment, and sanitation, including observa-
tions on the type and condition of sanitary conveniences
and lavatories, water supply for washing and drinking
purposes, the cleanliness of schoolrooms and cloak-
rooms, arrangements for drying children’s cloaks and
boots, and the relation of the general arrangements of
the School to the health of the children.”

Owing to the inefficient lighting at Haydon’s Road Girls’

and Infants’ School I drew up a specification specifying,
amongst other things, a minimum light on each desk of 35
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foot candles. The Joint Committee on School Lighting recom-
mended a minimum of two foot candles. My reason for speci-
fying 35 was partly due to the number of eye defects in the
school, and partly due to the class of children attending that
school, in addition to which due allowance must be made for
depreciation owing to the wear in the mantles.

In order to find the best position for the lights which
would give a left lateral light with even distribution in the
room, the Gas Company put in several experimental installa-
tions and the final position of the lights are shown on the
accompanying diagrams.

Room 5 in the Girls’ Department is a large room, 29ft.
Gin. by 20ft., containing two classes. The lamps were placed
at slightly different heights, and with the positions shown on
the diagram one was able to obtain a minimum of four foot
candles in the furthest corner of the room. The light in this
case 18 extremely satisfactory, free from shadow, and on the
whole rather higher than is necessary. In this room the old
burners consumed 40 cu. ft. of gas per hour the new installa-
tion gives nine or ten times the light with a consumption of
48 cu. ft. per hour.

In room 5 in the Infants’ Department which is 23ft. 9in.
by 20ft. more use was made of the reflecting surface of the
walls and the lights placed only one foot from the left-hand
wall so that again there is in this case left lateral lighting
with freedom from shadow. The fizures in this case show the
lighting with the old and new installations as measured by the
lumeter. It will be seen that in this case with the old burners
the maximum light was 26 foot candles with a consumption
of 40 eu. ft. per hour, whereas the new installation gives a
minimum of 3'5 foot candles with a consumption of 24 cu. ft.
per hour. In Room 6, eight lamps were installed of approxi-
mately 50 candle power each and consuming 25 cu. ft. per
hour, but this installation was unsatisfactory, as owing to
the smaller candle power it was necessary to bring the lights
nearer to the desks, and, although the distribution of the lights
was even, awkward shadows were produced. The various
positions and characters of the lights were only arrived at
after numerous experiments with different globes and burners
and alterations in their positions, and numerous measurements
with the lumeter. In Room 5 in the Infants’ Department it
was estimated that to produce the same illumination by elec-
tric light, that is, a minimum of 3’5 foot candles at the neces-
sary distance, would have cost almost threepence per hour,
whereas the cost of gas worked out at just over three-farthings
per hour.
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Class-room, No. V. Infants’, lit by four batswing burners, burning 40 enb. ft. per hour.
Owing to the ceiling being it the vault of the room looks comparatively well lit.
Compare the light on the Aoor and details in the right-hand corner with the next
fignre.  Maximum light @ 7 foot candles. This is greater than shown on the plan as
new burners were installed for the photograph, The best comparison of the light on
the desks is made by covering the upper part of this and the next diagram as low
down as the top of the clock.

The same elass-room lit with =six Bray's 1912 inverted bonrners, consuming 4 eub. ft. per
hour at 7% pressure. Note the light on the desks and fAoor and details in right-hand
Cost rather over dd. per hour. Equivalent light by electricity cstimated at

v hour,. Maximum light, § fuol.::umlilr.-'-'_ minimum, 35 foot-candles,

=
=
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B.—* Ceneral description of the arrangements which have
been made for the co-relation of the School Medical
Service with the Public Health Service and for the
organisation and supervision of medical inspection, and
an account of the methods of inspection adopted.”

(a) Co-Relation of the School Medical Service with the
Public Health Service.

The School Medical Officer is also Medical Officer of
Health.

(b) Methods of Inspection.

Owing to the delay in the installation of the heating
apparatus at Southey Hall, and its inefficiency when installed
the routine examinations at Haydon’s Road, and St, Mary’'s
Schools were upset as it was impossible to get an adequate
temperature in the cold weather wherein to examine the chil-
dren. This, however, has now been remedied.

(e) Results of Notices sent to Parents with regard to Treatment.

As will be seen from Table II. about 50 per cent. of the
cases in which notices have been sent have obtained treat-
ment, and the reasons for treatment not being obtained in the
remaining cases are set forth in the above-mentioned table.

The number of cases referred to the Invalid Children’s
Aid Association during the year was 109, these cases repre-
senting 127 different complaints as seen by the table. Of these
109 cases, 53 received treatment, the number of complaints
treated being 60. Of the cases untreated, some ahsolutely
refused treatment, some promised to, and did get treatment
without the aid of the Association, a few were classed as not
helpable by the Association, the dental cases were put down
for treatment at the School Clinic, and the remainder are still
on the books of the Association.

List oF CASES REFERRED To THE INVALID CHILDREN'S
A Associarion, 1913,

Number Number of cases
Complaint. of cases which received
referred. help.
Abscesses in Tooth Sockets ... 8 3
Abscess in Leg 1 1
Adenoids 2 1
An@mia 1 1
Blepharitis 2 1
Carious Teeth ... 5 2
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C.—** General statement of the extent and scope of the medical
inspection carried out during the year.”

(1.)—Visits to Schools.

I paid 164 visits to the schools during the vear, and the
School Nurses paid 725.

(I1.)—The following Groups of Children were examined ; —
A. (1.) Entrants under the Code.

(i1.) Leavers under the Code.

(iii.) Children at the Special School (Intermediate
Group).

B. Children whose names appear in the Medical Officer’s
book in each class and who have been seen during Classroom
Inspection.

(L11.)—Number of Children Inspected.

The number of children medically examined during the year
was 1,361.

(IV.)—The number of children referred for further examina-
tion was 665, made up of 390 new cases and 275 old cases
brought forward from the end of 1912. A certain number of
these were excluded from school on account of Heart Disease
and Phthisis, and were under continued observation at Southey

Hall.
(1'.) Time occupied by Inspection.

The average number examined per hour is eight.

D.—*¢ General review of the facts disclosed by Medical Inspec-
tion, under the headings contained in the Schedule to
Circular 582, including tables showing the height and
weight of children inspected according to age at date
of examination, and sex."

(a) History of Infectious Disease.

The following table shows the percentage of the children
inspected who have suffered from the various infectious

diseases :—
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(b) History of other Illnesses and Family History.

This is still unsatisfactory owing to the number of parents
who do not attend at the medical inspections.

(e) Clothing and Footgear.

On the whole I am inclined to think that there is still
improvement in the condition of the clothing, particularly
amongst some of the older boys.

(d) Height and Weight.

As I pointed out last year one cannot regard these figures
with much satisfaction, as they represent such wide variations
in ages within the age periods as to be almost useless for
statistical purposes considering the small number of children
in each age group. In order to try and get some really accu-
rate figures I have arranged in certain of the schools for a
certain number of the children to be weighed on,their birth-
days and for some to be weighed once a month. This latter
proceeding I asked Mr. Hill, the Headmaster of Cottenham
Park School, to do, and I am indebted to him for the extremely
careful and accurate way in which this has been done, and the
results have shown that not ouly is the child’s gain in weight
not a regular process, but that during the summer months,
up to the end of August, there is, not only in many cases very
little gain in weight, but in a certain number of cases the
weight remains quite stationary, and in a large proportion of
cases there is actual loss in weight during this period. Atten-
tion has been drawn to the importance of keeping records of
the children’s weights with the idea that if a child is losing,
or even is not gaining weight, it should be regarded as a
danger signal and should create suspicion of some under-lying
tubercular trouble. It was found that amongst these children
who did not gain weight, or actually lost weight, were some
whom one would class as amongst the most robust in the class,
On the other hand, amongst those who gained most weight a
very considerable proportion of them were those children who,
if one had been casually asked to pick out the poorest
developed and most likely subjects of tuberculosis, one would
have included in that category.

I have made arrangements to carry out this regular
weighing throughout the year in three different types of
schools.

The following table shows the average heights and weights
for boys and girls at the various ages in the different schools.
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of a small piece of dry wool. On September 30th a notice was
sent to the parents threatening action under the Children Act
if the child was not immediately treated, with the result that
three days later the child was taken to the Bolingbroke Hospi-
tal where the tooth was removed. Within six days the mouth
was clean, and the external abscess healing. A sinus was,
however, left, and this continued to discharge for a further
five months. The child’s health had been undermined by the
prolonged septic absorption, and the child permanently dis-
figured, in addition to which the child had been absent from
school for a period of nine months for what should ordinarily
have been a matter of a week or ten days. I also find that of
the children which I refer for treatment for abscesses in the
tooth sockets a considerable number go to two unqualified
dentists in the town, who make the same statement that the
tooth cannot be taken out so long as there is any discharge,
and I find this very difficult to combat as the parents of these
children are not in a position to differentiate between a properly
qualified dentist and a bogus practitioner who holds himself
out to be a dentist.

(k) Nose and Throat.

As in previous years there has been considerable difficulty
in getting cases of adenoids attended to owing to the long time
they have to wait before admission to the hospital. There is
a greater difficulty in getting enlarged tonsils attended to as
many of the parents seem to think that the children will grow
out of it. It 1s surprising how many parents will allow their
children to remain untreated with tonsils so large as to almost
meet. Although nowadays one does not see the extreme cases
of nasal obstruction one used to see before medical inspection
commenced there are still a large number of cases that require
attention as instanced by the fact that 188 of these cases were
under observation during the vear, and more than half of these
got no treatment. The only remedy that T can see for this
state of affairs is the extension of the work of the Clinic to
take in these conditions.

(j) External Eye Disease.

This table (XVI.) only refers to cases seen during the
routine medical inspection. The total number of cases will be
found by adding to these the cases seen at the School Clinie.

(k) Vision.

There is still considerable difficulty in getting some of
these cases treated, but thirty have obtained spectacles through
the Invalid Children’s Aid Association, mostly having been
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I wish to take this opportunity of recording my thanks
to Mrs. Paston Brown who, as Chairman of the Guardians,
has done everything in her power for the cases which T have
brought to her notice. In addition, I have been grateful to
the Invalid Children’s Aid Association for their help in
respect to some of these cases.

(t) Rickets.

TABLE V.,
Entrants. Int%rgiqli:i.ntc Leavers.,
RICKETS.
Boys. | Girls. | Boys, | Girls. | Boys. | Girls.
Pigeon Breast ... T 1 — — 1 1
Ankle 1 | — - . - —

() Deformities, Spinal Disease, etc.

The following table shows the abnormalities coming under
this heading which were found during the year.

TABLE VI

Intermediate

Entrants. Group.

Leavers.,
ABNORMALITIES.

Boys. | Girls.] Boys. | Girls. | Boys. | Girls.

Asymetry .

Bifid Uvala -

Deep Sternal Depressmn

Flat Chest ..

Geﬂgmphlcﬂl Tc-ngue

Harelip operated on

Hernia operated on

Hydrocephalus

Lateral Curvature

Lordosis ...

Narrow Arch Pnlnte

Round Shoulders ..

Scoliosis

Su rnumary Nipples
ipes Valgus ... e

Turtmal]m

Tl el T 1] sl |
I I (RTR I R I I TR
045 (s 0 S 0 0 e 5 0
i 1 8 8 ) O @I
[N [ i e i R

:—-I'—-l:huli—-l—'l I-—H—-ltﬁr--Jl

(w) Other Disease or Defect.

The following table shows the various other diseases and
defects which were discovered amongst the children medically
examined during 1912 :.—
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F.—** Review of the methods employed or available for the
treatment of defects, such as defective eyesight, carious
teeth, nasal obstruction or adenoids, tonsillitis, dis-
charging ears, pediculosis, ringworm or other skin
diseases, including an account of the action of School
Nurses in obtaining or assisting in the treatment of
such defects.”

For the medical treatment of defects the following
agencies are available in the districet :—

The Loecal General Practitioner.
A comparatively small Provident Dispensary.

Two Cottage Hospitals, which treat a number of cases
of tonsils and adenoids.

The Invalid Children’s Aid Association, through whom
a certain number of defects in vision are treated by
a local practitioner, and other cases sent to Homes
or Hospitals.

The Poor Law Medical Service.

On May 14th, 1913, the Committee passed the following
Resolution :—

““ (a) That the School Nurses be allowed, in ‘school’
cases, viz., skin diseases, running ears, external
eye disease, ringworm, and uncleanliness, where
treatment is not otherwise available, to assist the
parents in their own homes, or to administer treat-
ment, at the request of the parent, and under the
supervision of the School Medical Officer, at
Southey Hall ;

“ (b) That the School Medical Officer be directed to refer
cases requiring treatment for defective eyesight,
where treatment is not otherwise available, to the
Invalid Children’s Aid Association;

““ (¢) That consideration of the question of dental treat-
ment be deferred for further enquiry;

““ (d) That in cases where treatment provided at the
request of this Committee by the Invalid Children’s
Aid, or other voluntary Association, involves the
use of ansmsthetics, such anmsthetics must be
administered only at the parent’s request and by an
anmsthetic appointed by the Association apart from
this Committee; and
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““ I have never seen a ringworm go on in this way
from the age of three months to eight years, and remain-
ing Illﬂcﬂllsved to the two areas of scalp as indicated by the
mother.

““I have also carefully examined some hairs micro-
scopically, but I have not heen able to find any fungus:
at any rate there is none in the hairs I examined.

“ Taking all the points into consideration and
taking the history as correct (I cross-examined), the
case would come in the category of a recurrent herpes.

“ I would suggest that the child be sent to school,
the onus probandi lying with the School Medical Officer.
If he finds undoubted fungus in the hairs then the case
had better be X-rayed. Meantime I would recommend
that nothing be applied locally, before she goes to the
School Medical Officer.

““ 1 should like to know the upshot of this line of
procedure.”’

As a result of this the child was presented for re-admission
to school but on examination I found ample evidence of fungus,
and in order that there should be no doubt whatever on the
matter I made a permanent specimen of the hairs showing the
disease, and communicated with the specialist in question and
forwarded to him the specimen that I had obtained, with the
result that I received a letter from which the following extract
is taken :—

““ I have received your letter and specimen. I have
examined the latter, and the fungus is undoubted.
When I saw the child in my consulting room on October
13th, I was not able to find fungus, nor did 1 discover
any when I had another search that same afternoon.”

As a result of these combined opinions the child was
X-rayed and is now back at school quite cured. This case is
quoted at length as it is a very good instance of the difficulties
that beset the School Medical Officer in dealing with some
cases of ringworm. This parent has consulted various practi-
tioners in different parts of London who have been recom-
mended to her and has produced certificates that her child was
not suffering from ringworm. It will be seen that one has to
be adamant in pitting one’s opinion even against letters from
eminent specialists.  The work entails a large amount of
troublesome and careful examination of the heads, but the
decrease in the number of cases shows the wisdom of the
process, and also emphasises the value of the examination of
all children before they enter school, as by this means many
sources of infection are kept out of our schools.
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MEexTALLY DEFECTIVE.

The school for mentally defective children at Queen’s
Road has been practically full during the whole year, the
average number on the books being 43'1, and the number of
admissions 22,

During the year several cases have been dealt with, some
of which have given considerable trouble. =~ One boy, whom
I had deferred for six months as a doubtful imbecile, was
afterwards admitted to the Special School to see if it was
possible to do anything with him. He played truant, and
without my knowledge was brought before the Court and was
taken to an Industrial School, where it was found that he
was quite unsuited for the discipline of such a place. I
examined the boy again at the Industrial School, and was
of the opinion that he was one of those cases of doubtful
imbecility. In view of this I took the boy to St. Thomas’s
Hospital, where he was seen by Dr. Percy Smith, the mental
specialist, who, after a prolonged investigation of the case,
passed the boy as a high-grade imbecile rather than a low-
grade mentally defective, as a result of which it was arranged
that the boy should be sent back to Wimbledon, and that I
should strike him off the books as ineducable. In the mean-
time, Dr. Branthwaite, medical adviser to the Chief Inspector
of Reformatory and Industrial Schools, examined the boy on
behalf of the Home Office, and thought that he might with
advantage be removed to Sandwell Hall or Stoke Park, and,
as a result of this, the boy was removed to Sandwell Hall.

Another case which has given considerable trouble was
that of a girl aged 12} years, who came from the London
County Council, where she had been attending a Deaf School.
The girl had a certain amount of hearing, but I certified her,
after examination, as a proper case for a Deaf School. The
girl had learned a large amount of lip-reading at the Deaf
School, and was in many ways an intelligent girl. The
mother, however, who was a widow, and the brother, who was
acting in loco parentis, were of the opinion that the girl had
fair hearing, and objected to the idea of a Deaf School, and
by order of the School Attendance Sub-Committee the child
was admitted to the Queen’s Road Special School, but made
little progress, and as a result of the Head Teacher’s Report
in November, 1912, the child was admitted to Standard 0
in the Infants’ Department of the Queen’s Road School.

The Head Teacher of the Infants’ Department of the
Queen’s Road School found that the girl was unsuitable for
the school, and as a result of a report from her the Managers
of the School recommended on May Hth that ‘‘ she should be
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sent to a Special School for Deaf Children where she would
learn lip-reading,” with the result that on the same day the
Clerk was directed to make arrangements for her to he
admitted to a suitable school.

While preparations were being made pending her
removal to a Deaf School, that she might be taught needle-
work at which she was becoming particularly proficient, the
child attained fourteen vears of uge, and the mother insisted
on removing her from school.

A member of the Care Committee called upon the mother
to see what could be done for the child, and was practically
told to mind her own business.

Five cases are at the Deaf and Dumb School at Margate,
one of whom was kept back for a time on account of ill-health.
Four of the children are reported to be making excellent
progress; the fifth, who was for some time in our Special
School owing to difficulty with the parents, is much older,
and the report of Lim is that he is “ still backward, though
some progress 1s being made; would have done hetter if he
had entered earlier.””

One case, owing to extensive Choroido-retinitis and
Optic Atrophy, was recommended for a Blind School, but
owing to the onset of paralytic symptoms the matter could
not be proceeded with. One case was recommended for a
Special School for Progressive Myopia, and the Committee
tried to make arrangements with the London County Counecil
for his admission to one of their Schools, but owing to
pressure on their accommodation this was impossible,

In another case the parents applied to the Education
Committee to contribute towards his expenses in a Special
School outside the Borough, but as the boy was a very marked
case of Mongohian Idiocy, I could not advise the Committee
to be responsible for any expenditure, as the boy was quite
ineducable.

One physically defective boy has been sent to the Dart-
mouth Home for Cripple Boys at Blackheath, as he is quite
unable to use one arm, the muscles of the upper arm and
shoulder being useless as a result of Infantile Paralysis.

I.—* Open-Air School.” 3

This matter has been under consideration by the Com-
mittee on several occasions and, owing to the very high price
of land and the restricting covenants on practically all the
available land in the distriet, it is impossible to deal with this
matter by erecting a separate school, and the Committee pro-
pose to erect one on the roof of the new Garfield Road School.
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