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One hundred and twenty-five deaths of children under
one year of age were registered, and this infantile mortality
is represented by a ratio of 111 deaths per thousand registered
births, a decrease of 36 per thousand on the previous year,
and 12 on the average for the past ten years. The rate for
England and Wales is 118. Here, again, only on two
occasions (1903 and 1905) has the infantile mortality rate
fallen below that of this year.

By the Zymotic death-rate we understand the number
of deaths per thousand of the population which are due to
the seven common epidemic diseases:—(1) Small Pox;
(2) Measles; (3) Scarlet Fever; (4) Diphtheria, including
Membraneous Croup; (5) Whooping Cough; (6) Fever,
including Typhus, Typhoid, and Ill Defined Fevers; and
(7) Diarrhecea.

These seven epidemic diseases may be divided into
notifiable and non-notifiable, and of the former, six were
due to Diphtheria, five to Scarlet Fever, and one to Enteric
Fever; and of the latter, 30 were due to Whooping Cough,
17 to Diarrheea, and ten to Measles, making an aggregate of
69 deaths, or equal to a Zymotic death-rate of 1'3 per
thousand of the population.

In addition to the deaths from Zymotic diseases, the
principal causes of deaths were as follows :—Pneumonia, 47 ;
Bronchitis, 36; Cancer, 46; Phthisis, 40; other forms of
Tuberculosis, 17; Heart Disease, 54 ; and Premature Births, 15,

For the purpose of comparison the following Table is
given, in advance, by courtesy, from the Returns of the
Registrar General :(—

Vital Statisties for 1907.
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Scarlet Fever.—Notifications respecting 281 persons
were received during the year, representing an attack rate
of 54 per thousand of the population, being an increase of
1'9 upon the previous year. This is the greatest number of
cases that have occurred in any year since 1893 when 294
were notified, and the attack rate was 10'5 per thousand of
the population.

The average attack and death rates for the past three
quinguennial periods are as follows:—

Attack Death
Rate, Rate.

1891—1895 ... 48 ‘02 per thousand of the population.
1896—1900 ... 33 ‘04 i . "
1901—1905 ... 23 02 = - is

The increase during the past year is not attributable to
any particular cause of infection, the cases being fairly well
distributed throughout the southern portion of the Borough
where the density of the population is. greatest, and as in
the year 1905 the prevalence of Scarlet Fever was not merely
confined to Wimbledon, the Borough suffering in common
with the Metropolitan area and adjoining Counties.

The type of the disease generally continues to be of
a mild character, and for this reason there is increased
difficulty in keeping it in check. Cases undoubtedly occur
which are so extremely mild in character that they are
eith?lr gﬂt recognised at all or not until the peeling stage is
reached.

The incidence of the disease was greatest in the first
and last four months of the year as shown by the chart, there
being 111 cases notified from the beginning of January to
the end of April, 57 between May and August, and 113 from
September to the end of the year.

The rather abnormal number of cases in the first four
months was really a continuance of the Autumn Scarlet
Fever period of 1906. An increase in the prevalence of the
disease may generally be expected at this season of the
year, and it was found necessary to use the reserve Iron
Hospital which was kept in use until the end of June of
this year.

The number of cases having, however, again gradually
increased towards the Autumn, the Hospital was, in
October, once more brought into use, together with the
Enteric Fever Pavilion, the district, fortunately, being free
from this latter disease at the time.

: The accommodation from time to time proved

imadequate, and on several occasions it was necessary to
delay the removal of patients for a few days until discharges
from the lIsolation Hospital took place, when they were
admitted in turn or according to the means of isolation at
the patients’ homes and other circumstances.
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all portions of the District as widely separated as Havelock
Road, St. George's Road, Amity Grove and the Common.

Fortunately it was possible to remove all casesrequiring
admission to the Hospital, the Enteric Fever Ward being
available owing to the absence of Enteric Fever at this
period.

The 83 cases occurred in 75 houses, in one of which there
were four patients, in another three, and in three other
houses two each.

As has been the custom for some years, the drains and
sanitary arrangements of every house from which a case was
notified were tested and examined. At 59 houses no defects
were noted; at seven houses slight insanitary conditions
such as damp walls, dirty and uncovered cisterns, defective
flushing boxes, &c., were found, whilst at seven others the
house drains were found in such a defective state as to
require their reconstruction, and in two other instances
considerable alterations were necessary.

It was the general opinion until recent years that
exposure to sewer air, defective drainage and insanitary
surroundings, were the principal causes of Diphtheria, but
apparently, bacteriology has proved this not to be the case.
However, insanitary conditions must undoubtedly always
be searched for and remedied, for they are unquestionably
contributory causes by lowering the general health and
thereby rendering the individual more susceptible to any
infecting agent by making the mucous membrane of the
nose or mouth unhealthy, and affording a favourable field for
the growth of any germ that may gain access.

Cerebro Spinal Meningitis or Spotted Fever.—In con-
sequence of this disease having been somewhat prevalent in
parts of Ireland and Scotland, the Local Government Board,
on the 20th February, sent a circular letter to all Local
Authorities together with a memorandum prepared by their
Medical Officer dealing generally with the characteristic
symptoms of the disease, and especially with its minor and
anomalous manifestations, asking in the event of any cases
occurring in the District that the Board should be immediately
notified, and further stating that they would be prepared to
render the Sanitary Authority such advice or assistance
as in the circumstances might appear to be necessary.

They also pointed out that the Sanitary Authority
could, if they thought fit, make an order to the effect that
the disease should be compulsorily notifiable in their
District.

I advised the Sanitary Committee that if the disease
was made notifiable it would probably create a scare. A
copy of the memorandum was, however, sent to each member
of the medical profession practising in Wimbledon, with
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the request that I should be acquainted at the earliest
possible moment of any case that might come under his
notice.

On the 15th March, Dr. Findlay asked me to see with
him a child who he suspected as suffering from the disease.
This I did, and confirmed his opinion. The case terminated
fatally the same night after less than 24 hours illness. The
body was removed to the mortuary and the disinfection of
the bedding, room, and premises carried out before the
morning.

The Local Government Board suggested that a post
mortem examination should be made, and requested that a
portion of the spinal cord and cerebro spinal fluid be for-
warded for examination by the Board's bacteriologist.
Accordingly, with the parents consent, a post mortem was
made by Dr. Findlay and myself, the case being undoubtedly
one of Cerebro Spinal Meningitis.

A detailed report of the examination was subsequently
sent to the Local Government Board, and a few days after
a communication was received in return stating that the
bacteriological examination of the material sent confirmed
the diagnosis.

Typhoid Fever.—Fifteen persons were notified as suffering
from this disease, nine in South Wimbledon and six in North
Wimbledon ; two occurring in each of the months of January
and February, one in June, two in both July and August,
one in September, three in October and two 1in November.

The attack rate is ‘2 and the death rate ‘01 per thousand
inhabitants, the case mortality being 6 per cent.

Two of the patients contracted the illness in Cuba and
Italy respectively, being ill when they returned home ; five
were attributed to the eating of oysters and other shell fish
when away from Wimbledon or on holidays, and from one
of these three other persons in the same house contracted the
disease, one terminating fatally; one case developed the
disease after removal to the Hospital with Scarlet Fever.
In one instance the drains of the house were extremely
defective, and at another the interior of the house and all
its sanitary fittings, sinks and gullies, etc., were in a most
neglected and filthy condition; at two other premises no
insanitary conditions were found or anything to which the
cause of the illness could be attributed; whilst one person
after a short detention in the Hospital was returned as “ not
Enteric Fever."”

At the house where the four cases occurred, when the
first patient was notified removal to the Isolation Hospital
was not desired by the parents and when the others occurred
it was not possible to do so owing to the Enteric Fever
Ward being used for Scarlet Fever, therefore one of the
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cases was removed to the North Wimbledon Cottage
Hospital and a nurse engaged by the Corporation to attend
the other patients.

Puerperal Fever.—During the year three cases were
notified. Two of these, occurring in January, were attended
by a registered Midwife trained and certified by the London
Obstretical Society.

Immediately an undue rise of temperature occurred in
the first of these patients the Midwife, as required by the
Rules of the Central Midwives Board, called in medical aid.
It was some days before the Doctor could certify as Puerperal
Fever, and in the meantime she had been in attendance on
the second patient.

Immediately on receipt of the notification the Midwife
was warned not to attend further cases, and she readily
gave me all information possible. Both patients died.

Enquiries were made from the practitioners called in to
each case, who agreed there was no fault or neglect on the
art of the Midwife, and this 1s borne out by the fact that
ying in cases at her own home and attended by her were
not affected, or did any further cases occur in her practice.

The clothing and person of the Midwife was disinfected
under my supervision, but her kit bag and contents instead
of being disinfected were burnt in the fire in my office by
the Midwife and on her own initiative.

The third case, in September, was of a Poor Law
patient who was removed to the Workhouse Infirmary
at Kingston.

Erysipelas.—This disease was somewhat more preva-
lent than during the previous year. There were 54 cases
notified, but no death registered—against 32 cases last year
with five deaths.

. Whooping Cough.—An outbreak of Whooping Cough
commencing in a portion of South Park Ward, East of
Haydon’s Road in January rapidly extended to all parts of
the Borough, being most severe in the first four months
of the year when twenty-four deaths were registered ; this
was the cause of an unusually high infantile mortality rate
for the same period, one death occurring in each month
of the year except August made the total number of deaths
from this disease 30, giving a death-rate of ‘58, the highest
for many years.

Quite ninety per cent. of the deaths were of children of
either the working or poorer classes in whose homes, for
many and well-known reasons, the requisite precautions
against exposure to cold cannot be taken or the necessary
nursing and warmth provided.
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Measles accounted for 10 deaths during the year as
compared with 19 in 1906. This disease not being notifiable
the actual number of children who suffered is unknown,
therefore the attack rate cannot be ascertained.

Ninety-three lists containing the names of 401 scholars
suspected to be suffering from Measles were received from
the Head Teachers.

When an outbreak occurs in the Winter or early Spring
the probabilities are that a much larger number of deaths
will take place than if in the Summer time. As instances
of this, in 1904, when an outbreak occurred in February and
March, the number of deaths amounted to 23, whilst in 1905,
when the epidemic was in April, May and June, and the
number of children (measured by the returns received from
the Head Masters and Mistresses giving names of absentees
from school) was considerably more, and all departments of
Cottenham Park and the Infants Department of Holy Trinity,
St. Mary's, Central, and Haydon’s Road Schools were closed,
no deaths were recorded. Again, in 1906, when the disease
was chiefly prevalent in March and April, the deaths num-
bered 19, whilst this year, during the outbreak in the Summer
months, the deaths numbered eight, two others in December
being registered as Malignant Measles,

Of the deaths five were of children under one year of
age, two betveen one and five, and three between five and 15.
Two deaths rere in St. Mary's, three in Trinity, and five in
South Park Ward.

Following is shown the Schools and the period for which
they were closed in order to stay the spread of the disease :—
Central Infants, May 15th to June 2nd; Haydon's Road
Infants, July 5th to July 25th ; Effra Road Infants, December
3rd to December 21st. Before reopening, all class rooms,
cloak rooms, lobbies, &c., were disinfected, and during both
the Summer and Christmas vacations the whole of the
Public Elementary Schools were similarly treated by the
Staff of the Sanitary Department for the Education Com-
mittee.

Influenza was the registered cause of death in three
instances, as against 10 last year, and eight the previous year,
Two deaths were of children under five years of age and the
other a person over twenty-five.

Phthisis and other forms of Tuberculosis were the
assigned cause of 57 deaths (equal to a death rate from the
disease of 1'1) as compared with 59 during last year and 40
the previous year.

These numbers include nine persons formerly resident
in Wimbledon who died during the year in the Workhouse
Infirmary, Kingston, and one in the Surrey County Asylum,
Brookwood.
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Disinfection.—The following table shows the number of
rooms and articles disinfected : —

w :
;]
o | 5 = ,;i % E
3 | g adl dl . 2 |8
DISEASE, ?E“ ®E E - & |ToraLs.
El2ls188 2|8 |48] & |
S|EIBIER| 2 |B2|5| 5 |s
sldmf@ |B|la|la| 8 |2
Scarlet Fever 344 251 | 243 | 866 (1377|334 | 54| 8810 |331 | 12610
Enteric Fever 14| 6| 65| 44| 38/ 14| — | 106| g| 233
Diphtheria ... 87| 52| 63| 243 252 64 22| 1927 | 03| 2803
Chicken Pox w|l=l==|=|—|—|— 1] — 1
Measles ... | 10| —]| 3| 11| 20 2| 2| 185 | 37 270
Consumption . | 38| 17| 18|100| 71} 6| 11| 519 | 30| 8I11
Puerperal Fever ... 5| 4| 2| 8 7N—=|— 41 2 69
Sundries ... .. | 61] 21| 20| 201| 110| 34| 5| 830 |312| 1504
ToTALS <o | D39 | 351 | 354 | 1474 1875) 454 | 04 12419 (811 18391

There were 34 library books disinfected.

Diagnostic Tests.—The number of specimens of serum,
sputum and blood submitted for bacteriological examination
to the Clinical Research Association, the Lister Institute of
Preventive Medicine and St. George's Hospital during the
year in doubtful cases of Diphtheria, Pulmonary Tuber-
culosis and Typhoid Fever, and the results of such examina-
tions are given on page 38.

Sixty-eight bottles of anti-diphtheritic serum was
supplied through the Sanitary Department for use by
medical practitioners for the treatment of Diphtheria.

Mortuary.—From information received from the Super-
intendent of the Cemetery there were 83 bodies received
into the mortuary during the year, and 61 post mortems
held (38 males, 23 females).

Inquests were held by the Coroner with respect to
ol bodies, being equal to 106 per cent. of all deaths
registered in the Borough.

Factory and Workshop Act, 1901.—Section 132 requires
the Medical Officer of Health to specifically report annually
on the administration of the Act in workshops and work-
places, and to send a copy of such report to the Secretary of
State. The details on the forms prescribed and supplied by
the Home Office have been forwarded. In the Tables below
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Breaches of the Act, consisting principally in want of
cleanliness as regards the walls and ceilings of the kitchens,
were remedied without delay.

The number of bakehouses on the register is now 28, an
addition of one, and the underground bakehouses, three in
number, are still in use.

During the investigation of a case of Diphtheria,
removed to hospital, it was discovered that the occupier of
the house was employed as an outworker for a local trader
in wearing apparel, although no work was on the premises
at the time of the infectious illness. No list of persons so
employed had been received from the employer, and a
communication was therefore immediately despatched
directing his attention to the requirements of the Act. In
the absence of a prompt reply the neglect was reported to
the Sanitary Committee, who instructed the Town Clerk to
take such steps as were necessary to enforce compliance
with Section 107 of the Act. After the final request the list
was eventually received, and the employer warned.

The two instances mentioned in the Table where home-
work was being carried on in unwholesome premises have
reference to the dirty condition of the walls or ceilings of
the rooms in which the work was carried on. These were
cleansed immediately notices were served on the owner.

In addition to the ordinary inspections made of out-
wotkers' premises, each address contained in the lists
received in the early part of the year, ie, previous to
February, and not included in those received in August,
were visited in order to ascertain if work was still carried
on, and if breaches of the Act had been made by reason of
the employer failing to notify the name and address of the
outworker. In no instance was this found to be the case.

The workshops and workplaces, etc., inspected were,
generally speaking, found to be well kept, and earnest
endeavours made by the occupiers to comply with the
requirements of the Act. Where any defects or nuisances
were found to exist, measures were taken by the occupiers
to remedy the same promptly, and in no case was it
necessary to resort to legal proceedings.

Water Supply. -Last year I called attention to the
serious inconvenience and risk to health caused to the
occupiers of certain houses in consequence of the delay of
the Water Board in reconnecting the water supply which
had been disconnected on account of leakages in communi-

cation pipes.

Strong remonstrances on the subject were addressed to
the Water Board, who promised that everything possible
should be done to prevent a recurrence.
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No cause for complaint in this respect has been brought
to my knowledge during the year.

Respecting the practice of cutting off for non-payment
of the water rate, | pointed out that in certain cases the
person by whose act or default the supply was withdrawn
was not the person inconvenienced, but that the occupiers
were the sufferers.

The Water Board have had the matter of “ withdrawal
of supplies " under their consideration, and a circular in the
following terms showing the procedure to be observed in
future, which promises the co-operation of their officials
and those of Local Authorities in cases where danger to
public health is at all likely to be caused, was received :—

WITHDRAWAL OF SUPPLIES,

1. We have in the last few weeks received a number of letters from the
Metropolitan Borough Councils and from Local Authorities outside London, on
the subject of the disconnection of supplies consequent on non-payment of water-
rates, and suggesting that the Board should discontinue what 1s described as the
practice of the Companies in this matter.

We caused the actual facts of the case to be communicated to the Authori-
ties in question, but in view of the public interest which is no doubt taken in
this matter, we have thought that it would be convenient to also deal with the
subject in our report to the Board.

The communications from the Borough Council and other Local Authorities
originated in a resolution of the Islington Borough Council asking the Board to
adopt legal proceedings instead of “cutting off,”” as a means of recovering
water rates.

In view of the statements which have been made in various quarters, it is,
however, important to point out that h{ far the greater number of “ cutting off *
cases have no connection whatever with non-payment of water rate (which was
the only subject dealt with in the Islin%tnn resolution), but are attnibutable to
cases where a remedy is required by the Engineering Department for defective or
irregular fittings and waste of water,

We are quite sure, from the information before us, that the Board's critics
have overlooked this important fact, and have taken it for granted that sub-
stantially all cases of * cutting off " are attributable to non-payment of rates.

We, however, confine our attention in this Reﬂport to the particular matter
raised by the Islington resolution, viz., **cutting off " for non-payment.

It is a fact, no doubt, that to some extent the Board are continuing the
practice of the Metropolitan Water Companies in this matter, but we think
there is an essential dillerence in the present practice, inasmuch as the power of
“ cutting off ’ for non-payment of rates is now very sparingly used, whereas with
the Companies it was almost the only method of recovery.

We are fully alive to the objections against the practice of cutting off
supplies, and our Sub-Committee, who examine the list of defaulters, at once
recognised the force of the objections by instituting, as far as circumstances
would permit, legal proceedings in lieu thereof, and arrangements are being
made whereby summary proceedings for the recovery of arrears will be taken in
the great majority of cases.

Considerable administrative changes have had to be adopted in order to
modify the practice of the Companies, and these are being carried out as rapidly
as possible with a view of reducing the necessity of disconnecting supplies.
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We would, however, point out that the effect of our operations has been to
considerably reduce the number of *“cutting off " notices issued, and that the
process of reduction will be continued as rapidly as circumstances permit.

We would suggest that if at any time the Local Authorities find that the
disconnection of a supply is likely to occasion the slightest danger to the public
health, they should direct their officials to communicate with the rd’s officials,
who wnuld? promptly act in concert with them in order to obviate the possibility
of the danger referred to.

Dealing with the present procedure the facts are as follows :—

No supply is “ cut off " for non payment of rates—

(a) Without an order of the Committee after a full inquiry into the
whole of the circumstances.

(b) Where the premises are known to be occupied by more than
one family. .

(c) Where inability to pay by reason of real poverty is established.

(d) Where the owner and not the occupier is responsible by law or
agreement for the payment of the water rate.

We may add—
(1) That notice to “cut off " is sent to both the Clerk and the Medical

Officer of Health of the Local Authority concerned, instead of only to one
of those officers as formerly.

(2) That during the half-year ending Michaelmas, 1906, with
1,100,000 supplies, only 214 were withdrawn for non-payment of water-
rate, and of these only about 150 were inhabited houses.

(3) That with a view to giving the Local Authority information as
to the reason of disconnection, we have arranged that the notices sent to
them shall in future declare in all cases the reason for the withdrawal.

In conclusion, we deem it advisable to call the attention of the Doard to the
appreciable loss of income which might result if “ cutting off " as a remedy for
non-payment of rates were immediately and wholly abandoned.

A. B. PILLING,
Savor Court, StRAnD, W.C. Clerk.
1st Marck, 1907.

Intimations were received that the water supply had
been withdrawn from 18 houses for the following reasons :—
13 on account of leakages; 3 premises empty; and 2 by
request.

Last year the number was 51, 18 being for non-payment
of water rate.

Two or three complaints as to the dirty condition of
the water were received. Samples were taken at each
house, and, when examined, showed the presence of small
particles of rust, which had probably gained access to the
pipes when repairs or extensions were in progress.

Alterations, such as coupling up dead ends of mains
and extensions of mains, have undoubtedly improved the
water supply in certain portions of the Borough, which for
yvears has been a subject of complaint, especially in the
summer time, but there is still room for improvement.
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Borough of Ullimbledon.

SANITARY DEPARTMENT.

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

Sanitary Inspector

FOR THE

Year ended 8lst December, 1907.

To the Mayor, Aldermen, and Councillors
of the Borough of Wimbledon.

(GENTLEMEN,

I beg to submit my Report for the year ended 31st
December, 1907, on the work carried out by the Sanitary
Department in connection with the abatement and sup-
pression of nuisances and other matters under the Public
Health Acts, The Factory and Workshops Acts, The Sale of
Food and Drugs Acts and also in connection with the
enforcement of the various Bye-laws made by the Local
Authority, including house-to-house inspection, supervision
and testing of drainage work, the inspection of Workshops,
Bakehouses, Restaurants, Slaughterhouses, Butchers and

Fishmongers Shops and Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops.

Notices Served.  For the abatement of nuisances under
the Public Health Acts and the remedying of contraventions
of the Bye-laws and other Statutes, which come under the
duties of an Inspector, one thousand and fifteen notices were
served. Of this number only one hundred and ninety three
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The Board's Architect, in acknowledging its receipt.
stated: “We are much obliged for the trouble and care
taken in preparing the particulars asked for—the information
supplied will be of much value.”

House-to-House Inspection was made at three hundred
and thirty-seven houses in the following Streets:—

Cowper Road, Nos. 2—64 and 5—53.

Dryden Road, Nos. 1—49.

Milton Road, Nos. 1—53 and 2—60.

Giarfield Road, Nos. 1—67, 72—84, and 110.

Tennyson Road, Nos 1—21.

Haydons Road, Nos. 1—25, 29—39, and 45.

Russell Road, Nos. 89—153, 61—81, 3—17, 23—31, 39—59.
Railway Place, Nos. 1—13.

Graham Road, Nos. 122—126.

Leyton Road, Nos. 2—50.

The inspection of houses in Cowper, Dryden, Milton,
Tennyson, and Garfield Roads was carried out in the Spring
with a view, as far as possible, of getting the houses in a
cleanly condition prior to the commencement of the hot
weather.

As a result of notices served no less than one hundred
and hity-eight rooms were thoroughly cleansed, the walls
being stripped and repapered or distempered, and the
ceilings whitewashed.

Notifiable Infectious Diseases. — The measures taken
under the directions of the Medical Officer of Health for
dealing with cases of infectious disease are as follows :—

Each case, upon receipt of the notification, is at once
registered and a visit is paid to the house, an inquiry form
being filled up which embodies every possible detail
necessary for tracing or checking infectious disease.

If removal to Hospital is required, the Matron is at once
informed by telephone, and upon removal of the patient or
upon recovery, if nursed at home, the bedding, clothing, etc.,
1s immediately taken away, disinfected by steam, and the
infected room fumigated.

A notice is sent the same evening to the Head Masters
or Mistresses of the schools attended by the patient, and all
other children in the house, prohibiting their re-attendance
until disinfection has been completed, and until the period
of incubation fixed by the Medical Officer of Health has
expired. A notice is also sent to the School Medical Officer,
and to the Free Library.

In addition to disinfection after cases of Notifiable
Infectious Diseases rooms which have been occupied by
patients suffering from other diseases, such as Consumption
and Measles, are also similarly treated. During the year
eight hundred and eleven rooms were disinfected either by
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the use of Sulphur Candle or Formalin Lamp, and the
spraying of walls, floors and ceilings.

In three hundred and twenty-seven rooms, the paper
was stripped from the walls, the ceilings whitewashed, and
the floors and woodwork cleansed.

Houses Let in Lodgings.— - The number of houses regis-
tered under the Bye-laws is one hundred and forty-two.

Only houses occupied by more than one family which
on inspection are found to be in a very unsatisfactory and
neglected condition are reported to the Committee for
registration,

Bye-law 27 requires the Landlord of every such house
to cause every part of the premises to be cleansed in the
month of April. Each of the one hundred and forty-two
houses referred to were inspected during the month named
and where the necessary work had not been done, notices
were served on the Landlords calling attention to their
defaults which were remedied in every case.

Paving of Yards.—Intimately connected with the sani-
tary conditions of dwelling-houses is the necessity for
imperviously paving a portion of the yards and open spaces
in close proximity to buildings, and where this condition
obtains, a greater inducement 1s given to the occupiers of
houses to observe cleanly habits both in the house and
surroundings.

The number of houses dealt with in this manner during
the vear was 133.

At present this requirement can only be enforced in
cases where the conditions are such as can be described as a
nuisance or injurious to health. While there are many
houses where the conditions are far from satisfactory, it
would be difficult to prove that they were a nuisance or
even injurious to health. The Building Committee have
under consideration a proposed bye-law for new buildings
which will confer powers to require the provision of a
certain amount of paving around dwellings, and the Sanitary
Committee are also considering a bye-law which provides
for a certain amount of paving to be done where it is
necessary for the prevention or remedy of insanitary con-
ditions, whilst the PPublic Health Acts Amendment Act
passed last Session gives additional powers for dealing with
this question.

Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops Orders.—Under the
Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops Order of 1885, it is
necessary for all persons carrying on the trade of a Cow-
keeper, Dairyman or Purveyor of Milk to be registered by
the Local Authority. During the year 14 applications for
registration as Dairymen and Purveyors and one as a Cow-
keeper were received. There have been six changes of
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occupation, and one has given up the business during the
year. The number of persons on the Register at the close of
the year was as follows:—Two Cowkeepers, 40 Dairymen
and Purveyors, and 17 Purveyors. The new cowshed
registered is situated on the Ashen Grove Estate, and was
built during the year. The building complies in every way
with the latest regulations and ideas as to construction,
light, ventilation, air space, etc., and provides accommoda-
tion for 18 cows.

Periodical inspections of all the registered premises
have been made during the year, and in five instances
breaches of regulations found, the necessary steps being at
once taken to obtain compliance.

Slaughter-houses. —There are six private slaughter-
houses in the Borough, but at three of these only is there
any considerable amount of slaughtering done. Frequent
inspections were made during the year, especially when
slaughtering was in progress. The provisions as to periodical
lime washing were properly carried out, and in no instance
was any breach of regulations discovered.

Common Lodging-houses.—Only one is registered in the
Borough, and is situated in High Street, Merton. It has
- been regularly inspected during the year, and the Bye-laws
as to periodical cleansing and other matters enforced.

Sale of Food and Drugs Acts, 1875 to 1899.—The
following Table shows the number of samples taken, the

results of the analyses, the legal proceedings taken, and the
fines imposed :—-

TeEsT SAMPLES. OFFICIAL SAMPLES. Frlclnam
ARTICLE. : g
No. Genuinelt;‘;ﬂh 'Bﬁ:‘._ No. Gmulnelt;gluk] InIrEr tj:uniigla'
Milk ... - 147 | 138 | 14| ... 9 4 1 4 1
Butter ... .| 126 | 111 | 16| .. 6 1 | 5
DemeraraSugar| 15 A R vy
Jam ... | 19| 18 1 .
Pepper 9 9 &
Vinegar ' 7 s -
Coffee .. o 6 6 -
Tarta.n-: Acad i 6 |
Coffee Mumre b ] e
Mustard i 3 2 1 | <
Epsom Salts ... 3 3 =
CreamofTartar| 3| .. | 3 li o
Brawn.. 2 1y - T o
Bloater I’aste 1 1 o,
Margarine 1 1 o
Total Ja2 | 311 20| 12 15 b 6 4 6




PROSECUTIONS.

REsULT oF PROCEEDINGS
MNo. | ARTICLE. | Result of Analysis. Remarks.
Fines. ] Cosls.
£ 8 d. | £ s d.

20 | Butter .../ A sample of | 210 02 0 0

margarine

26 | Milk ...| Abstraction of Case dismissed with-
10 per cent. out costs, the
of the milk Magistrate being
fat of opinion that the

milk was consigned
as given by the cow
and not adulterated
by the Defendant.

20 | Butter .... A sample of | 310 0|2 0 0
. margarine

30 " w|A sample of | 2 0 0|2 0 O
margarineg

31 " w| A sample of | 6§ 0 0|2 0 0
margarine

M " ../ A sample of |10 0 0|2 4 O
margarine

The test samples are examined by the Council's Analyst,
and those taken in accordance with the Act by the Public
Analyst, Sir Thomas Stevenson.

The case dismissed by the magistrates was in respect to
milk sampled in course of delivery at the railway station.
The consignee, a Wimbledon Dairyman, had for some time
suspected the milk received by him from a certain farmer.
He, himself, had 13 or 14 samples taken on consecutive days,
all of which showed a marked deficiency in fat.

The Public Analyst’s certificate of the sample taken by
me immediately the churn was put out of the train showed
* a deficiency of milk fat corresponding to the abstraction of
10 per cent.” A summons was accordingly issued, and after
hearing the evidence of defendant and his servants to the
effect that they had not added water nor abstracted fat, the
magistrates dismissed the summons, being of opinion that it
was as given by the cow and not adulterated by defendant.
It is interesting to note that from the day the farmer received
the sealed portion of the milk taken by me, thus letting him
know that legal proceedings were contemplated, the milk
sent by him to the same dairyman was up to the proper
standard. If the milk had not been tampered with by him
or his servants, the trouble he was put to by the proceedings
would have been avoided had he taken the measures set out

i3



in the Board of Agriculture's leaflet, No. 146, which is:—
“It is a well-known fact that in the vast majority of cases
the milk given by the cows of this country exceeds in butter
fat and other milk solids the percentage specified in the
‘Sale of Milk Regulations, 1901, made by the Board of
Agriculture. It happens, however, occasionally, that for one
reason or another a cow may give milk which does not
contain those percentages (3 per cent. of butter fat and
85 per cent. of other milk solids); and in such cases the
dairyman, when prosecuted, is required to prove that the
milk is genuine. In order to avoid the trouble and annoy-
ance of a prosecution, farmers, dairymen and all other cow-
keepers are strongly recommended to have samples of the
milk of their cows tested from time to time. DBy this means
they will be able to watch the seasonal and other variations
in the fat contents of the milk, and by modifications in the
feeding, housing or time of milking their cows, and, if
necessary, by disposing of animals that give milk of low
quality, to keep the quality of their milk at a satisfactory
level. The Board have ascertained that, with the object of
assisting farmers in the direction indicated, most of the
Agricultural Colleges and Agricultural Departments of the
Universities have made arrangements for determining the
percentage of butter fat for a fee of sixpence per sample.”

Food Inspection.—Frequent inspections at irregular
intervals have been made at fruiterers, fishmongers, fried
fish shops, butchers, and other places where food is prepared
and sold, as well as on Saturday afternoons and evenings
when stalls and barrows in the streets, particularly in the
Broadway and High Street, Merton, have been inspected.
In several instances the vendor's attention has been called
to the doubtful condition of fruit and meat exposed for sale,
which have in such cases been destroyed by the vendor.
One barrel of apples and five barrels of fish, purchased at
Billingsgate, were brought by retailers resident in the
Borough to me for inspection and destroyed at the refuse
destructor. This prevents the articles being exposed for
sale, as a certificate is given which enables the retailer to
recover from the wholesale dealer the amount paid for the
goods.

Petroleum Aects, 1871 to 1879.—These Acts provide for
the safe keeping of Petroleum which, when tested in the
manner prescribed in Schedule 1 of the Act of 1879, gives off
an inflammable vapour at a temperature below 73 degrees
FFahrenheit. The ordinary Petroleum Oil, commonly used
for burning in houshold lamps, flashes above 73 degrees
Fahrenheit, and is therefore exempt from the operations of
these Acts.

Twenty-two applications to keep Petroleum and one
for Carbide of Calcium were received during the year ; three
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being new licenses and 19 renewals, all of which were
granted by the Council on the recommendation of the
Sanitary Committee. Seventeen of the applications were
for the keeping of Petrol, chiefly for use in connection with
motor cars, four for Benzoline, and one for both Petrol and
Benzoline.

The premises have been inspected from time to time in
order to see that the conditions attached to the licenses have
been carried out. The conditions are those which bave been
suggested by the Home Secretary for the guidance of Local
Authorities with modifications or additions as the circum-
stances of the cases require.

Carbide of Calcium is kept at many of the cycle and
motor shops, which are not required to be licensed as the
amount is below 5 lbs. in 1 1lb. tins. The same applies to
several oilshops selling Benzoline, etc., where the total
amount kept is below three gallons, and no single vessel 1s
of more than one pint capacity.

Legal Proceedings.—Legal proceedings under the pro-
visions of the Public Health Acts or bye-laws were necessary
on two occasions.

The first, in respect of a piece of tripe brought to me by
the person to whom it had been sold by the butcher’s
foreman. It was certainly at the time unsound and unfit
for food. The analyst examined it 14 hours after the sale,
and gave a certificate describing its condition, stating :—
“The tripe must have been in the condition approaching
that described above at least 24 hours before being received
by me, and such condition would be evident to the unaided
senses.”

The Sanitary Committee ordered a prosecution, and the
case came before the magistrates on April 10th. The Town
Clerk, having stated the circumstances, which were admitted
by the Solicitor for the defence, withdrew the case on the
understanding that the Corporation’'s costs in the matter
would be paid by the defence.

The second case, heard on April 22nd, against the
occupier of premises at the rear of Nos. 32 and 34, North
Road, for the improper keeping of pigs and breach of the
Sanitary Bye-laws, was adjourned for three weeks to enable
the pigs to be disposed of. This was not done, and the
magistrates allowed a further 14 days. The pigs having
been disposed of in the meantime, the summons was
dismissed on payment of costs.

Diseases of Animals Aets.—An outbreak of Swine Fever
occurred early in the year at premises in Plough Lane, and
came to the knowledge of the Council. Proceedings were
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Borough of TAimbledon.

Population, Birth, and Death Rates for each Ward, 1907.

l
wARD, Qseupied | Fucor, | Popula | B | D
St. Mary's ... 1243 543 G740 15'4 81
St. John's 054 566 5399 10'9 G2
Cottenham Park 1128 | 5°10 5752 | 14'4 64
North Wimbledon .. 3325 5'38 | 17900 1837 69
Dundonald 1388 588 B160 210 10°4
Trinity ... e s 1908 5°84 11140 280 12*1
South Park 2796 519 14500 260 126
South Wimbledon 6092 | 545 | 33800 258 11'9
WHxoLE DISTRICT ... 0417 549 H1700 21'6 10°2
Diagnostic Tests.
Bacillus Bacillus
found, not ToTAL,
found.
Diphtheria Secretion .. 27 3 | 63
Phthisis (Sputum) > S 12 | 1
|
£ | Reaction
]‘E':if;:? . not TOTAL.
o | obtained.
- [
Typhoid (Blood) TR AT e N
| i


































