[Report of the Medical Officer of Health for Mitcham].

Contributors

Mitcham (London, England). Urban District Council.
Publication/Creation

[19247]

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/kshgwm?27

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution, Non-commercial license.

Non-commercial use includes private study, academic research, teaching,
and other activities that are not primarily intended for, or directed towards,
commercial advantage or private monetary compensation. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode

| HEALTH REPORT

FOR

| 1923 |

OF THE

INitcham Urban District

ll BY THE

Medical Officer of Healtb.

e







Urban District Council of Mitcham.

HEALTH REPORT
FOR 1923.

—— —

Mrs. Hallowes and Gentlemen,—

I beg to present my twenty-sixth Annual Report of the health
conditions prevailing during the year 1923 in Mitcham.

I am grateful for the help I have received at all times from
members of the Couneil.

The Clerk of the Council and all the members of the Public
Health staff have been most helpful with their ready co-operation
in all my work, and I feel that the continued advancement in
improving the health of Mitcham is due to them.

The work of the Maternity and Child Welfare Department has
been such that the health and condition of all children have reached
a high standard, while the mortality rate shows a steady decline
except in the case of illegitimate children.

I am, Mrs. Hallowes and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

C. M. FEGEN.
Medical Officer of Health.

24, LoN¥DoN RoaD,
WEsT CROYDON.
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Clerks.
S. E. CRISP, c.R.5.1. Miss M. C. BULLOCEK.


















10
IIT.—INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

The year 1923 has been a very satisfactory one from the point
of view of the prevalence of infectious disease, the number of cases
notified being 287 as against 347 last year.

Reference to Table I. at the end of the Report will show :—

Firstly, the cases notified in the District, with the ages of
incidence, and the nature of the infectious disease.

Secondly, the number of cases (and nature of disease) in each
Ward.

Thirdly, the number of cases removed to the Isolation Hospital.

Table II1. shows the number of cases notified each year since
the adoption of the Infectious Disease (Notification) Act, 1889.

SCARLET FEVER.

A large decrease took place in the number of cases of Scarlet
Fever notified, viz., 110 as against 178 last year. The majority of
the cases oceurred in the West Ward, from which 67 were notified.

One hundred and three cases, or 97 per cent. of the cases,
were removed to the Isolation Hospital.

One death was registered as occurring from this complaint.

DIPHTHERIA.

A very large decrease also took place i_n the number of cases
of Diphtheria, there being only 35 cases notified as against 84 last
year. All the cases were removed to the Isolation Hospital.

No deaths occurred during the year from Diphtheria.

Under the arrangements with the Wandle Valley Joint Hospital
Board, any medical practitioner in this district is provided
with the necessary outfit to have a bacteriological examination made
to confirm, or otherwise, his diagnosis. During the year Dr. Cave
examined 157 swabs from this District.
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HEALTH VISITORS.

Two whole-time Health Visitors are employed in the District
and work under the supervision of the Medical Officer of Health.
Both carry out their various duties in a very efficient manner.

The following Table shows the number of visits paid by the
Health Visitors during the year:

REPORTS OF VISITS PAID BY HEALTH VISITORS FOR 1923,

Miss Miss
Rogers. | Knight,| Lotal-

Primary ante-patal visits ... ... ... .. 76 | 9 85
Bubsequent ante-natal visits W alio 48 93
Primary birth visits ... i 400 | 298 698
Subsequent visits to infants . . - | 1596 1248 2844
Visits to children under five yearﬂ Df agﬂ i 1743 2256 3999
Enquiries re deaths of infants under one :,rea.l.' of agﬂ 17 15 30
Enquiries re stillborn births.. s 5 5 | 10

. : 5

Visits re cases of ophthalmia neonatorum b 6
Visits re cases of puerperal fever ... ... 2 1 3
Visit re case of acute poliomyelitis ... 1 1
Primary visita to eases of tugarculullﬂ e | 45 13 68

Subsequent visits to cases of tuberculosis .. =1 66 26 92
Visits re cases of pneumonia... 2 1 3
Srasipleidte 1. "t TR T e g B 103 68 171

= MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

Three Maternity and Child Welfare Centres have been estab-
lished in this District. The attendances have been well maintained
at all the Centres, there having been a larger number of children’s
attendances at all the Centres.

The medical arrangements at the Centres remain the same,
viz., Dr. Love attends both the Zion Schools and the ** Woodlands,”
and Dr. MeIntyre at St. Barnabas.

The Ante-natal Clinie is held at ** Woodlands,” and is under
the charge of the Medical Officer of Health, During the year there
were 70 consultations,
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The following table shows the number of children on the
registors, together with the attendances, ete. :—

REPORT OF INFANT WELFARE CENTRES, 1923,

Zion The St. Bar- Total
Schools. | Woodlands. | nabas. "
Particulars.
. 1922 | 1923 | 1922 | 1928 | 1922 | 1928 | 1928
Number of Infants on Regis-
ter Januvary 1st, 1928 ... | 164 | 180 | 132 | 168 | 148 | 190 | 538
Number of Infants on i5-
ter June 1st, 1923... 115 | 124 110 113 124 132 | 369
Number of Infants on Regis-
ter December 31st, 1923 ... 180 145 168 126 194 151 4249
Number of new Infants
entered on Register 104 | 138 | 104 26 99 97| 821
No. of Infants who have
completed one year of age... 62 BT 87 76 73 84 | 287
Infants transferred to other
centres i 2 2 3 3 4
Infants who ha.ve ﬂlﬂd 1 2 1 a
Number of Infant nt.t,end
ances 982 | 1113 952 | 1149 | 1013 | 1361 | 3623
Average attendance .. .. |48.66| 509 | 436 | 524 | 48T | 62.2
Maximum ﬂ.ttauduncu ot any
Infant 20 22 20
Maximum attﬁndanmﬂ at
any centre . a4 77 69 64 65 79
Number of attuudnnnea n.t
Ante-Nat: 1 Clinie.. 72 70
Average attendance ... 6.3

NURSE-MIDWIFE.

The work carried out by Miss Hurn, the Nurse-Midwife, has
proved very acceptable. During the year she has attended 51
confinements.

MEDICAL INSPECTION OF SCHOOL CHILDREN.

The Eduecation Department of the Surrey County Council carries
out the duties of the medical inspection of school children. On
occasions the Medical Officer of Health is called in to examine
children who are suspected to be suffering from infectious or
contagious disease,
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SCHOOLS.

During the year the following visits have been paid to schools :—
Number of ordinary visits ... e - IR
Number of special visits for infectious or contagious

disease ... SRS |
Certificates given for school attendance purposes ... 161

It was not found necessary to close any schools during the
year.

GENERAL.

Water Courses.—Constant supervision is paid to all water
courses within the Ihstrict.

Legal Proceedings.—In the following cases it was found
necessary to institute legal proeeedings to enforce the abatement of
nuisances:—

PARTICULARS. | RESULT.

Non-abatement of a nuisance from de-| Order made to execute work. Fined
fective and dirty walls and ceilings. 30s., and costs 21s,

Non-abatement of a nuisanee from de- Order made to execute works. Fined
fective roofs, walls, dirty interior,| 40s. in each ease.
ete. (two cases).

Failing to comply with a Closing Order to quit in 14 days.
Order,

HOUSING, Erc.

Number of new houses erected during the year :—
(@) Total, 142,

(b) With State assistance under Housing Acts 1919 or
1923.

i. By Local Authorities . —
ii. By other bodies or persons . 142


















21

3.—Homework.

OUTWOREERS' LISTS,

SECTION 107.

OUTWORE N
UNWHOLESOME

PREMISES,

SECTION 108.

OUTWORK IN
INFECTED
PREMISES,

SECTIONS 109, 110,

Lists received from Employers.

NATURE OF WORK."

(1)

Bending twice
in the year.

Sending onece
in the year.

Listat

Out-
workors T

Ot
workers.

Contractors

,...
[+
=

2)

Lists

{5)

ractors

Cont

= Workmen.

to keeping or sending lists.

Notices served on Occupiers as

=

Prosecutions,

Failing to keep or permit
ingpeetion of lists,

je
=

Failing to send lists,

=
=

Instances.

{11)

J

MNotices servod.

(12)

Proseeuntions.

(18)

110j.

Instances.
Frosscutions
(Sections 109, 110).

Orders made (5.

(14)

.
g
&

—r
—
—
L]

Wearing Apparcl—
making, &ec. S
cleaning & washing

Household linen

Lace, lace curtains
and nets ...

Curtains & furniture’

ings ...

Furniture and nphol-
sbery

Electro-plate ...

File making ... ...

Brass & brass articles

Fur pulling ...

Cables and chains ...

Anchors and grapnels

Cart gear

Locks, latches & keys

Umbrallas, &c.

Artificial flowars i

Nets, other than wire
nets ... yen Sa

ey

Paper, etc., boxes,
Dl- CEES EEER
Brush making . |
Pea El:;:li::g
Feather sorting ... i
Carding, &o., of
buttons, &ec. =] |
Stuffed toys .. .|
Basket making gz
Chosolates and sweost-
meats T e
Cosmgues, Christmas
ernckers, Christmas
stockings, &c.

Textile weaving L

TOTAL ...

—

14 2

H“I

{
:2|

15

15

14

5

== =

*1f an oeccupier gives out work of more than one of the classes spocified in column 1, and subdividea his
list in such a way as to show the number of workers in ench class of work, the Jist should be included among
those in colvmm 2 {or 5 as the case may be) against the principal class only, but the outworkers should ba
assigned in columns 3 and 4 (or 6 and 7) into their respective classes. A footnote should be added to show that

this has been done.

T The figures required in eolumns 2, 8 and 4 are the fofal number of the lists received from thoss employers
who comply strietly with the statutory duty of sending fwe lists each vear and of the entries of names of out.

workers in those lists, The entries in column 2

each emplover—in some previous returns odd numbers have been inserted.
uspally be (approximately) double of the mumber of individual cutworkers whose mames are given, since in the
February and August lists of the same smplover tha same outworker's name will often be repeated.

must necessarily be even numbers, as there will be two lists for
The figures in columng 8 and 4 will
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TABLE I1.—Deaths registered during the Calendar Year 1923, classified by Age

and Cause.
Net Deaths at the subjoined Ages of ** Residents " whether
occurring within or without the District.
Al o s b e )8
CAUSES OF DEATH. g ﬁ - 2 2 - '§ '§ H
Ll wil Bl 8|58 28lEEI2E] B
= | 8 |=E|=f|=3|([S38 |38 (88|
= HE g g g § Ebn| @k | & -4 S
= = el ee ] eS| AR | 2% |1 38 3
Enterie Fever 2 g =4 2 s e
Measles 1 1 " : o
Scarlet Fever =) wis i 1 5 1 5 s s
Whooping Cough ... b 2 2 1 b i
Influenza ... i b 1 ’ P4 8 1 !
Meningococcal Hamngmm 1 . 1 .
Tuberculosis of Respiratory System 3a 2 6 16 7 1
Other Tuberculous |Yiseases 5 1 1 et 9 1
Cancer, malignant disease 33 & 4 13 16
Rheumatic Fever ... 3 i 1 2 o
Diabates e 3 1 1 1
Cerebral Hmmorrhagu etc ] ¥ - T 14
Heart Disease 5 45 1 4 G 13 21
Arteric-sclerosis ... i R | = o ; 4 18
Bronchitis ... a6 8 1 2 2 a 14
Pneumonia (all forms) s | 0 3 1 1 1 1 1 4 8
Other Respiratory Diseases 1 1
Ulcer of Stomach or Duodenum... § 3 = 3
Diarrheea, &e. (under two years) ... ‘ 8 4 4
Appendicitis and typhlitis... - 2 1 el 1
Cirrhosis of Liver ... — : 2 2k ; i 1 1
Acute aud Chronie Huphrnm i 9 : A 1 2 2 4
Congenital Debility, and Mnlfm'matmn [

Premature Birth i 17 17 :
Buicide = 6 Y 1 5 i
Other Deaths fmm ‘U'mlesuea - . 14 2 2 1 2 3 4
Other Defined Diseases ... e | BT 1 2 1 4 5 1 T 19 a7
Causes ill defined or unknown ... 3 3 o

Total ... e | B4 a7 B 6 17 16 45 B4 | 1830
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ANNUAL REPORT OF SANITARY INSPECTOR

To the Chairman and Members of the Urban Distriet Council of
Mitcham.

MRS, HALLOWES AND GENTLEMEN,

I beg to submit my ninth annual report on the work carried
out in the distriet during the year 1923 by myself, Mr. R.
Richards and Mr. A. Handley (Assistant Inspector, permanently
appointed in October last).

This extra assistance has brought the arrears of house-to-house
inspection fairly well up to date, and by the exercise of closer
supervision, better work is obtained.

Only two householders availed themselves of the provisions of
the Rents Restriction Acts by applying for certificates of unfitness
of their premises.

With a view to keeping down the mosquito nuisance as much
as possible, the ponds, pools, ditches and other mosquito breeding
places were regularly sprayed with paraffin during the summer
months.

I append a summary of the character of work done in the
ecourse of the vyear:—951 intimatory notices were served. In
319 instances it was necessary to report for authority to serve
statutory notice, followed in four instances by legal proceedings
before the magistrates, resulting in fines and costs amounting to
£2 16s. being imposed.

Summary of Sanitary Work carried out in the District during
the year ended December 31st, 1923.

Total number of visits paid ... 7662
Number of complaints received and investigated 191
Number of premises inspected ... o XISY
Number of premises revisited o ... 3966
Number of nuisances discovered ... ... 1489

Number of nuisances abated without report ... 756
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Number of nuisances abated after report WO
Number of intimatory notices served ... T |
Number of statutory notices served iori BED
Notices followed by legal proceedings ... 4
Houses inspected under the Housing and Town
Planning Aect ... = wont BT
Number of revisits to mfact-ed houses ... 78
Number of house drains tested ... 13
Number of drains found defective 10
Number of tests applied to new drainwork ... 8
Character of Work Done.
Houses repaired and cleansed generally ... bty 1
Overcrowding abated 14
Roofs repaired PN 1.
Damp walls remedied o 9
Faves guttering and spouting renewed or repaired 165
Water closets renewed, repaired or cleaned ... 59
Water closet flushing cisterns and flush pipes
renewed or repaired ... 1 111
Water cisterns cleansed or covered 50
Water supply to houses reinstated i 5
Back yards paved or paving repaired ... b 78
Floors repaired i i
Dustbins provided ... AR .
Premises where animals improperly kept were
removed or improved ... /i
Offensive accumulations removed ... 30
Urinals eleansed or repaired 10
Piggeries repuired or improved ... 7
Houses or parts disinfected and cleansed Gt 1B
Smoke nuisances abated ... 6
Houses at which drains were reconstructed or
new provided ... = 9

Drains repaired, cleansed, trapped or ventﬂat-ed 179

Slaughterhouses.—There are two registered slaughterhouses and
five annually licensed slaughterhouses, one of which is used as a
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knackers’ premises and another for slaughtering horses for exporta-
tion for human food. These are visited periodically to see that the
byelaws in force, including the use of the " humane killer,” are
conformed to. 270 visits in all were paid. On no occasion was
there any cause for serious ecomplaint.

Factories, Workshops and Outworkers.—272 visits have been
paid to these premises, including 66 to bakehouses, of which there are

16 in use, six using mechanical power. There are no underground
bakehouses. (See Appendix).

Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops.—Two new premises were
registered during the year. At one shopthe sale of milk has ceased.
114 visits have been paid to the 37 registered premises.

Piggeries.—Pigkeeping has greatly diminished in this district
during the last few years. These premises are regulated by a model
set of byelaws which are strictly enforced. 190 visits were made.

Marine Stores—There are only two marine stores in the
district. To these 76 visits were paid. No complaint has been
made respecting them.

Food Inspection.—In addition to the inspection of animals and
meat carcases being prepared for food at the slaughterhouses, 381
visits were paid to butchers' shops, fishshops and other places
where food is sold. Four pigs' heads, 26 stone of fish and a sack of
winkles were destroyed after examination and surrender.

The necessary disinfection has been carried out at 184 premises
after removal or recovery of cases of infectious disease. 4,232
articles of bedding and clothing have been removed to the steam
disinfector at the Wandle Valley Joint Isolation Hospital.

SHOPS ACTS.

As Inspector under the Shops Acts, 1913 to 1921, I have kept a
large number of observations on shopkeepers, especially confectioners
and mixed trades, Most activity was in connection with complaints















— DIPHTHERIA. —

— No. of Cases per 100000. —
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— ScARLET FEVER.
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