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the reduction in the mortality of the diseases they treat. Severe
diphtheria is still a very fatal disease in a child untreated by
antitoxin. Even a moderately severe case of diphtheria requires
the constant attendance of a nurse trained in infectious diseases
if the patient is to have the best chance of recovery.

It is, therefore, most satisfactory to note the large percentage
of cases of diphtheria occurring in the district which are treated
in the Ilford Isolation Hospital, and the low mortality last year.

Scarlet Fever is a less fatal disease than it was years ago.
It should be obvious, however, that a child stands a better chance
of treatment in a modern Isolation Hospital than in a small
crowded house. The complications of Scarlet Fever when they
occur are severe and may handicap a child through life.

The work at the Isolation Hospital in Ilford has been so
carried out that the Hospital is more popular than ever before,
and a higher percentage of notified cases of infectious discase
admitted than has ever previously been recorded.

With reference to other Public Health work, I would point
out that the new Milk Orders have not met with any marked
success, Only one milk vendor with premises in Ilford has been
licensed to sell Pasteurised Mitk. The same vendor has also been
licensed to sell Grade ** A" and Certified Milk—other vendors
have licences to sell Certified Milk,

The present price of Certified Milk places it beyond the
reach of most consumers, while Grade “*A"" and Pasteurised Milk
can be obtained at ld. a quart over the market price of ordinary
milk.

It does not appear that there will be much improvement in
the bacterial cleanliness of milk generally until a standard is
fixed below which no milk must be retailed at all. At the same
time legislation is necessary to ensure that if milk is
pasteurised it must be sold as such, and the pasteurisation must
be carried out by an approved process. Much milk sold at the
present time is pasteurised, more or less efficiently, with the simple
commercial object of making it keep a few hours longer.

The newspaper scare as to the retail of tinned meats from
army dumps has been gone into with some thoroughness in llford-
As will be seen from the report, B0 visits were paid, and the
various grocers' stocks inspected. There was no basis as far as
lliford was concerned for any such scare. The visits of inspec-
tion have, however, served a desirable purpose in impressing on
the retailers the necessity of not dealing in any stock of doubtful
quality. One prosecution was instituted, and the defendant fined
£75 and £%5.5s. costs,

The administration of the Housing and Town Planning Acts
cannot be said to be satisfactory. With the present dearth of
houses it is impossible to proceed to the extreme measure of
closure which would be adopted in ordinary times.
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TABLE 1l11.
CAUSES OF, AND AGES AT, DEATH DURING THE YEAR 1923.

Net Deaths at the subjoined ages of

“w
R ad
** Residents " whether occurring within -E-
or without the district. & EE
—_—
ar E
] =2
Causes of Death. - .-'.? : - I R . 'l E
o = — - L "] -
2|5 |3|BelBsiEagsnEl 238
dl-|5|5|58]58/58|58 58] -2z
213 2lSlome>e>u™38] FEE
IleleR BB 8 |27 238
= | - c: Tl L a - }E F;‘E
1 Enteric fever |5 SR e | wIAr Spr R i e 1 (DN S
2 Small-pox I=1-|=|=|=|=|=]=|=1 =
3 Measles ... 2—|’il_'_"“|_“"‘ 1
4 Scarlet fever 4 L= =1 } —|— i i e 1
5§ Whoo 'ngmugh 41 2 | 1| | == =]=]|—= 1=
6 Diphthena bl—|— | 1| 3| =] 2| —=|= 5
7 Influenza . R B I (R T i T NN 1
8 Em:tphalms Ielhargica — === |—|=|=|—]|- —
9 Meningococcal meningitis 2} —|— | 1|=|—=| 1| —=|— —
10 Tuberculosis of respiratory '
system ... Bl —(—= 1] 2|11 (211168 4 .y
11 Other tuberculous diseases ..| 12 | — P Lokl o2 8 b oalglead 11
12 Cancer, malignant disease 4 j—|— | — | — | 2|10 | 51|51 18
13 Rheu.mal;u; fever b I I Il 1]l =—=] 1 1
14 Diabetes ... f 6l—|—|—|=|=|—] 1| 4 s
15 Cerebral ha.fmurrhagt. ke, 3T )— | — ‘ — | =] == ‘ 16 | 21 2
16 Heart disease 48— |—|—| 1| 6| 0 |25| 45 156
17  Artenn-sclerosis 9l — - — | =] = = | 4|15 31
18 Bronchitis Jul—-|—| 2|—=1 1 3 11| 10
19 Pneumonia [p.IHnrms] 4421 7|1 1' 1 1| 2| 5|12 13 15
20 Other respiratory diseases .| 9| —|— | —|—|—| 1| 8| 5 —
21 Ulcer of stomachor duodenum] 9| — | — | —|—=| 1| 2| 5| 1 3
22 Diarrhcea, &c. (under 2 ;,fcars)l L [ T R O e e ] gy Ty 3
23 Appmdlcltlsmdt}'phlitis 6l 1| — | — 1 1 1 1 1 3
24 Cirrhosis of liver 2l—|—|=|=|=|—=]1 1 =
25 Acute and chronic nephritis . J 15| — | —| 1|—=| 1| 38| 7| 3 8
26 Puerperal sepsis ... 3l—|—|-|=|—| 8|—=|— 2
27 Other accidents and diseases of] ! '
pregnancy and urition . —_— | — | — | —_— | = 1| =] = e
28 Congenital i:bilignamd malfor- i '
mation, premature birth Blg|—|—|=|=|=|—|—= 1
29 Suicide 4 ] Bl—=| === 2| =] 4| = 1
30 Other deaths from violence .| 22| — | 1| 3| —| 3| 5| 6| 4 11
31 Other defined diseases pPslll6)| 8| 2| 6| 8|21 |53 142 123
32 Causes ill-definedorunknown] 1| — | — | — | — | — | — | 1 i — _
| i |
ToTaLs 808 | 66 | 9 16 | 17 | 41 | 98 lﬂﬂl 342 293
| 1
Special causes (included above): ; ,
Poliomyelitis R |, | s |, || ] i
Polhicencephalitis g B i - i —_| - 1 —_ | =] = | = =
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Nore ox Tame 1.

In column 6 there is entered the whole of the deaths registered
during the year as having actually occurred in the district. In column
12 there is entered the number in column 6, corrected by the subtrac-
tion of the number in column B8 and the addition of the number in
column 9. Deaths in ecolumn 10 are similarly corrected by the sub-
traction of the deaths under 1, and included in the number given in
column 8 and the addition of the deaths under 1 included in the
number given in column 9.

(a) The net estimated population is found by deducting the
population of Claybury and West Ham Asylums from
the gross entimat.enf population.

The population of Dr. Barnardo's Girls' Village Homes
is included in the net estimated population of the district.

() The net number of births is obtained by taking the
uncorrrected number of births supplied by the local
Registrar and adding to or subtracting from it such a

- a:mbmi as is suppiiaﬁ for this purpose by the Registrar-
nerail.

(¢) The birth-rate is caleulated on the estimated net popula-
tion for hirth-rate.

(d) Caleulated on the estimated total population for death-rate.
{e) Calculated on the estimated net population.

““ Transferable Deaths "’ are deaths of persons who, having a fixed
or usual residence in England or Wales, die in a district other than
that in which they resided. The deaths of persons without fixed or
usual residence, €.g., casuals, are not included in columns 8 or 9, except
in certain instances under (3) (b) below., There is stated in column 8
the number of transferable deaths of ‘* non-residents ' which have not
been deducted, and there iz in column 9 the mumber of deaths of
“ residents !’ registered outside the distriet which have been added in
caleulating the net death-rate of the district.

The following special cases arise as to Transferable Deaths: —

(1) Persons dying in Institutions for the sick or infirm, such as
hospitals, lunatic asylums, workhouses, and nursing homes (but not
almshouses), must be regarded as residents of the district in which
they had a fixed or usual residence at the time of admission. If the
person dying in an Institution had no fixed residence at the time of
admission, the death is not transferable. If the patient has been
directly transferred from one such Institution to another, the death
is transferable to the distriet of residence at the time of admission
to the first Institution.

(2) The deaths of infants born and dying within a year of birth
in an Institution to which the mother was admitted for her confinement
ghould be referred to the distriet of fixed or usual residence of the
parent.

(3) Deaths from violence are to be referred (a) to the district of
residence under the pgeneral rule; (b) if this district is unknown, or
the deceased had no fixed abode, to the district where the accident
occurred, if known ; (¢) failing this, to the district where death occurred,
}f kI:]ﬂWﬂ; and (d) failing this, to the district where the body was
ound.
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The attack-rates of certain infectious diseases per 1,000 of
the population as compared with 1922 and 1921 is seen from the
undermentioned figures :—

Population Small Pox |Scarlet Fever | Diphtheria
o R A O L - B’ o Ve | 0 gaten % BERE

a b a b a b a b
1923 | 89,020 83,767 | — —_ 15 16 13 15
1922 | 86,370 | 81,240 | — — 29 i 24 | 21 1-9
1921 | 85,600 | 80,116 | — | — b4 | 38 22 18

Population Enteric Fever Pu; TP wil Erysipelas

ever

Year

a b a b a b a b
1923 | 89,020 | 83757 | 006 | 006 | 007 | 008 | 023 023
1922 | B6,370 | 81,240 | 005| 004] 01 | 011 03 | O3
1921 | 855600 | 80,116 | 02 | 006 ) 009 009 )| 03 i 02

|

fa) Including all Institutions.  (b) Excluding all Institutions.

(a) Small-pox.—No case of Small-pox occurred in 1923,
Notifications of 8 persons who had been in contact with cases of
Small-pox were received.

The following gives particulars as to - vaccinations during
1923 :—

Certilicates of Successful Vaceinations e 1290
Postponed ... . 134
Conscientions Objections R .
Unsuecessful Vaecinations ... ! 8
Left the District ... we 13

Small-pox Hospital Accommodation.—Vide Annual Report,
1922,

(b) Scarlet Fever.—131 cases were notified in 1923, as com-
pared with 252 in 1922, and 461 in 1921. Of the 131, T cases
occurred in the Girls' Village Homes, Barkingside, with no
deaths. One death only occurred from scarlet fever in the Iso-

lation Hospital.
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1914 19156 1816 1917 1018
No. | Rate.] No. | Rate.] No. | Rate.] No. | Rate.] No. [ Rate.
Pulmonary B
Tuberculosis | 55 90 74 92 64 ‘B0 79 | 105 82 112
Tubercular Meningitis L 07 156 ‘18 ] ‘10 7 09 7 09
Tuberculosis
(all other forms) 8 | 09 12 | ‘14 10 | 12 12 | ‘15 10 | ‘10
1919 1820 1921 1922 19238
No. | Rate.] No. | Rate.| No. | Rate.] No. | Rate.| No. | Rate.
Pulmonary _ i e s
Tuberculosis | 57 ‘71 42 50 53 B4 46 ‘55 65 4
Tubercular Meningitis | 11 | ‘18 6 | 00 2 | 02 = — — -
Tuberculosis
(all other forms) | 16 20 11 ‘13 ] 11 10 12* | 12 ‘14

*Including Tubercular Meningitis for the year 1922,

On the Ist January, 1923, there were 570 cases on the register
of the department.

On the 31st December, 1923, with 117 new cases notified
(Institution cases omitted), and allowing for deaths and removals

from the district, there were 593 cases on the register.

The new cases of Tuberculosis are visited by the Tubercu-

losis Nurse of the Essex County Council,

461 of the cases of

longer standing were visited by the Sanitary Inspectors during
the year, and the following reports were obtained :—

Pulmonary Other

Stated to be cured, recovered gr better
Improved or fairly well :
Poorly, unwell, or under treatment

Hanatorium

No information as to present condition

Totals

Cases.
138
54
65
]
12
278

COases,

133
22
19

The treatment of Tuberculosis is under the control of the
Essex County Council.

There is a Tuberculosis Dispensary in
llford, which is attended on two afternoons a week by the Tuber-
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TasLE IV.—INFANT MORTALITY.

1923. Net Deaths from stated causes at various Ages under 1 Year of Age.

Cause of Death.

1-2 weaks.

2.3 weaks.
34 weaks.
4 weaks.
3 monthe.

3 months and 7
undar & montha
andear 12 montha)

Total Deaths

ander | year.

9 mortha snd

Total under
1 weaks & under

Under 1 week.

Small-pox ...
Chicken-pox ..
Measles
Scarlet fever ...
Wheapisg Conghie © vuloe. | o b sl acboellise 1w Y s | -2
Ihphttera mid Eoaubt ..o | il Som] e I sat il v o b B s
Erysipelas ... 1 Vil el 1
lubcrculm::Memngms :
Abdominal ‘Tubercu/
losis : S I BRI
Other Tuh-ern:u]ous
Diseases ..
Meningitis (nof Tuber i
awlous) e e T e T o b .
Convulsions ... ol h W ] i, -l N e RIS 2
Laryngitis
Bronchitis ...
Pneumonia (all furms}l T Hoia S I ey e S i ) @ | LS 3
Diarrhcea ... iy e
Enteritis ll 6
Gastritis
Syphilis o [l A el BT el breell RS & PRl I S |
Rickets !

Suffocation (oueﬂ}*mg}
Injury at birth
Atelectasis
Congenital Malforma-
tions i all] B8 6 e, (e Bl 3
Prema.turablrth <o 16 3 1 R ECE R H (SR B . SR SRS 5|
Atrophy, Debility andl
Marasmus ... : | 5 ety (R ey B [ IS I (R 1 7
Other Causes. .. a0l -0 D) S (MCTRG BRRDS o N R R0 1 1111

P T

] =] . .

=
P
=

Touly o Jdap) sl sl gl an

L3
=7

66
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1. STaAFF.—During the year Dr. Burton continued as
School Medical Officer and Dr. V. F. Soothill as Assistant Medical
Officer. Dr. M. A. Hadden took up her duties as Lady Assistant
Medical Officer on the 12th February, 1923, succeeding Dr. ]. A.
Maclaren.

Mr. M. ]. K. Soutter, L.D.S., continued his duties as Council
Dentist.

2. Co-orpiNaTION.— Vide Annual Report, 1920,

THE SCHOOL MEDICAL SERVICE IN RELATION TO
PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.

3. ScHooL HvGieNe.—The majority of the schools are of a
modern type and are in good sanitary condition. There are 15
schools, with 33 departments. One of these is a temporary school
at Becontree, which since May 14th has been accommodated in the
St. Thomas' Church Institute pending the erection of a permanent
building. The schools have accommodation for 13,5625 scholars,
and 10,914 were actually on the rolls on December 31st, 1923,

4. MebpicaL InspeEcTion.—This has been carried out in
accordance with Article 58 (b) of the Code of Regulations, viz. :--

(1) Of all children newly admitted to school.
(2) Of all children between the ages of 8 and 9 vears,
(3) Of all children between the ages of 12 and 13 vears, together
with all children over 13 vears not previously inspected.
Details of the system adopted are given in the Annual

Report for 1920,

During 1923 the number of visits made by the Medical
Officers to 33 different departments of 15 schools for the purposes’
of routine medical inspection was 251. The number of children
examined during the year, falling within the above age groups,
totalled 4,104 (2,126 boys and 1,978 girls). In addition, a num
ber of children of varving ages were presented by the Hea:!
Teachers for special medical examination, being thougit by wn
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teachers to be suffering from some ailment. During 1923, 157
such children (74 boys and 83 girls) were examined. 1,708 re-
examinations (871 boys and 837 girls) were made at school by the
doctors, to ascertain the result of treatment of defects found in
the course of medical inspection.

5. Finpings oF Mepicar Inspection.—Table 11. shows the
return of defects found in the course of medical inspection.

(a) Uncleanliness.—At routine medical inspection 306 chil-
dren out of a total of 4,261 (or T°1 per cent.) were found to have
nits or vermin in their hair, while only 15 (or '3 per cent.) were
found to be infected with body vermin. It must be remembered in
considering these figures, that a special effort is generally made
by the parents that the children, when presented for examination
by the doctor, should be in a clean condition, and a comparison
should be made with the surveys of cleanliness made by the School
Nurses, and reported on page 100,

(b) Tonsils and Adenoids.—339 children (or 7°9 per cent. of
those examined) were found to be suffering either from adenoids
or from tonsils so enlarged, or with such symptoms, that it was
considered necessary to advise the parents to obtain medical
advice.

(¢) Tuberculosis.—2 cases of definite tuberculosis of the lungs
were detected at medical inspection. 17 suspected cases of pul-
monary tuberculosis were detected, and these were referred to
their own medical attendant or to the Tuberculosis Dispensary
for observation purposes. In addition, at the end of 1923, 46
children attending school were found to be pre-tubercular.

(d) Skin Disease.—T7 cases of Scabies (Itch), 25 of Impetigo,
and 27 cases of other diseases of the skin were discovered at
routine medical inspection.

*

(e) External Eye Disease.—20 cases of Blepharitis, i.e.,
inflamed eyelids, and 2 cases of Conjunctivitis were discovere-.
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L
Blepharitis may be simply an infective condition of the lids, or
may be due to defect of vision, and is rapidly cured when this is
corrected.

(f) Vision.—396 children (or 9°2 per cent. of those examined)
were found to be suffering from vision so defective as to require
treatment. Further particulars of these cases will be found on
page 122,

(g) Ear Disease and Hearing.—-16 children (or "4 per cent. of
those examined) were found to be suffering from defective hearing.
The cause in most of these cases was wax in the ear. 11 chil-
dren were found suffering from a discharge from the ear, due to an
old otitis media.

(h) Dental Defects.—334 (or T'8 per cent. of those examined)
were found to be suffering from teeth so defective as to impair
health. These cases were referred to the School Dentist for treat-
ment. A more complete inspection of the teeth of the children
is carried out by the Dentist, a summary of the results of which
appears on page 123, Table IV. {{}ruup IV.).

(i) Deformities.—T1. children were found to be suffering
from slight spinal curvature, and 88 from other minor deformities
(such as round shoulders) which could be corrected by special
physical exercises. The whole of these cases were dealt with by
the Supervising Instructor of Physical Traimning.

6. InrFecTiOUs Iisgase.—The following table shows the
incidence of Scarlet Fever, Diphtheria and Measles, including
German Measles, in the Ilford schools since 1916 :—

Scarlet Diph-

Faver. theria. Measles.
1916 B3 . BE 1821
1917 o 4L o7 . 104 1115
1918 &3 o 49 115 151
1915 A g 165 i) 645
1920 alt A 154 130 780
1921 202 1056 108
1922 116 82 =3

1923 79 61 174
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The following gives particulars of the disinfection of the
schools during 1923 :—

Date. ScHoot. ParT DISINFECTED.
3/1/28 Goodmayes ... | All Depts. :—Lobbies
3/1/23 South Park ... | All Liepts. :—Lobbies
3/1/23 Uphall ... | All Depts. :—Lobbies
3/1/23 Loxford Junior Mixed Dept: —Lobbies
8/1/28 Chadwell Lobbies
3/1/23 Little Heath Lobbies
4/1/28 lLoxford Boys’ and Girls' Depts, :—Lobbies
4/1/23 Highlands ... | All Depts.:—Lobbies
5/1/28 Downshall ... | All Depts.:—Lobbies
5/1/28 Newbury Park | All Depts. :—Lobbies
8/1/23 Valentines ... | Lobbies
8/1/23 Cleveland All Depts. :— Lobbies
20/3/23 Goodmaves ... | Boys' Dept. :—Class-rooms Nos. 2,6 and 7
) and lobbies
20,3/23 Cleveland ... | All Depts. :—Lobbies
3/4/28 Chadwell Lobbies
34/28 Christchurch All Depts. :—Lobbies
3/4'28 K. Catholic ... | Lobbies
4/4/23 Little Heath Lobbies
44/28 Valentines . . Lobbies :
12/423 Christchurch Junior Mixed Dept.:—Class-rooms 1 and 5,
and lobbies
14/'4/23 Downshall ... | Junior Mixed Dept. :—All class-rooms and
lobbies
0'6/23 Loxford Junior Mixed Dept.:—Class-rooms 3, 4, 5,
6, 7 and 8, and lobbies
6/7/23 Loxford Boys' Dept. :—Class-room 4 and lobby
Summer
Vacation | All Schools .. | All Depts. :—Lobbies
27/7/23 Highlands ... | Junior Mixed Dept, :—All class-rooms
22/10/23 Uphall Junior Mixed Dept :—Class-rooms Nos. 1, 3,
6, 7 and 9, and lobbies
411223 Goodmayes ... | All Depts. :—Lobbies

Tables VII to XIII show the incidence of each infectious
disease in the Ilford schools during 1923,

(a) Scarlet Fever.—T9 cases were reported in 1923, compared
with 116 in 1922,

(b) Diphtheria.—61 cases were reported in 1923, as compared
with 82 in 1922,

(¢) Measles and German Measles.—174 cases were notified
from the schools in 1923, compared with 893 during 1922,
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(d) Chicken Pox and Whooping Cough.—402 cases of
Chicken Pox occurred in 1923, as compared with 182 in 1922 ;
and 159 cases of Whooping Cough in 1923, as compared with 311
cases in 19232,

972 home visits were paid by the Health Visitors in con-
nection with minor infectious disease cases.

(e) Ringworm.—

No, of cases Ne, of cases under
No. of Cases at reported Remedied  observation at end
. beginning of 1923 during 1923, Tatal. during 1923, of 1023
Ringworm :—
Scalp ] 21 27 18 9
Body 1 8 9 7 2

7 29 36 25 11
_—mm e

The X-ray treatment, as carried out by the Operatoirr em-
ployed by the Education Committee continues to be most satis-
factory.

18 school children were X-rayed at the Clinic during the year.

7. FoLLowiNg up.—This has continued to be efficiently
carried out during the past year. The parent of every child who,
when inspected at school was found to be suffering from a
physical defect, received a printed notice from this department.
The parent is visited within six months by a school nurse in
order to see if the treatment recommended has been carried out,
and the child is re-examined at school or at the clinic by
= doctor to ascertain if such treatment has been performed in a
satisfactory manner.

During 1923, 2,644 home visits by the Nurses were paid for
this purpose, and 1,708 children were re-examined by the doctois
at school.

8. MEegbpicaL TREATMENT, —

(@) Treatment of Minor Ailments.—The clinic has been held
at the Public Health Offices each morning at nine o'clock. A
large number of minor ailments, especially skin diseases, received
treatment. Records have been kept, and certificates of exclusion
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d) Treatment of Uncleanliness.—It was found necessary to
cieal with 29 children under the Education Act, 1921, Section 87,
statutory notices being served on the parents. In 27 instances the
statutory notices not being complied with, the children were
brought to the School Clinic by the Nurse and cleansed.

The School Nurses paid 116 visits to the schools, for the pur-
pose of inspecting the heads and clothing of the children, with
the following result :—

Number of Children Inspected. Number Infected. Per Cent.
32,204. 1,667. 3.

The previous percentages of children infected were 10 in 1920,
6 in 1921, and b in 1922,

In cases where vermin or nits are found, notice is sent to
the parents, and where vermin are found, the child is excluded
from school until it has been cleansed. In a number of cases
the parents have voluntarily consented to the cleansing of the
children by the Nurse at the Clinic, thus obviating the necessity
of legal proceedings or service of statutory notice under the Act.

It was found necessary during the year to summon the
parents of five children, under Section 87 of the Education Act,
1021.

In each case fines were imposed.

(¢) Treatment of other Ailments.—An agreement was com-
pleted on February 12th, 1922, whereby the Queen Mary's Hos-
pital, Stratford, undertakes to carry out operative treatment for
enlarged tonsils and adenoids at an inclusive charge for each

[lford school child recommended for such treatment by the School
Medical Officer.

During the past year 171 children have been treated under
the basis of the agreement. The parent receives a form from the
School Medical Officer which is presented to the nose, throat
and ear surgeon at the hospital and arrangements are then made
for the treatment,
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The child is again examined by the School Medical Officer
at the School Clinic a fortnight or so alter the operation has been
performed to ensure that no further treatment is required, and is
given writlen instructions as to breathing exercises.

By this means a very complete control of the scheme is main-
tained, which has not been previously possible.

The parents pay a fee for the treatment at the School Clinic,
but if the parents' income is below the scale approved by the
Board of Education, the School Medical Officer arranges for
treatment free or at a reduced charge.

47 children were treated free during the past year.

In addition to the treatment of tonsils and adenoids 53 letters
for other ailments were given to Ilford school children to attend
at the Queen Mary's Hospital when hospital treatment was
required.

9. Orex-Ar Ebvcarion.—There is no open-air school in
[ford. 1 have pointed out in my last four reports the need for
such a school in this district. At the end of the year 1923, 96
children were pre-tubercular, 53 of whom were attending the
Tuberculosis Dispensary.

10.  PuvsicaL Training.—The following is the report of the
Supervising Instructor in Physical Training :—

I. Starr. -
During the year no increase in the staff has been found necessary.

I1. Duries axn ORGANISATION.

My duties as Supervising Instructor in Physical Training remain
as previously, namely, of an advisory, instructional, and SUpervisory
character as regards the physical training (inclusive of swimming in-
struction and organised games) throughout all the schools under the
jurisdiction of the Authority. Such duties include staff conferences
and practical demonstrations, and are governed, as is also the instruc-
tion given, by the Board of Education’s Syllabus of Physical Trainin
for Schools, 1919. Departmental visits have been made regularly uns
systematically, each Department having been visited at least six
times during the vear.

I11. Srrciar. FEATURES.

() During the year, two additional playing fields have been
allotted in the public parks, and the necessary apparatus provided : in
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addition, playground facilities have been increased for the purpose
of conducting organised games and general activity exercises as set
out in Chapter IV of the Board of Egunatinn 's Byllabus,

(b) On 14th and 15th June an official visit of inspection to the
district was made by Miss E. R. Clarke, one of the Board of Eduea-
tion’s Inspectresses of Physical Training. Miss Clarke visited the local
Swimming Baths to view the swimming instruction of hoth boys and
girls, and expressed, on the termination of the visit, her appreciation
of the very satisfactory results being achieved.

Miss Clarke also visited the Cricklefields playing fields, inspected
the dressing accommodation provided for the scholars, and again ex-
pressed approval of the provision made.

{¢) On 20th September the whole of the Authority’s schools were
closed to enable the children to compete in the School Sports organised
for that day. This was the first Sports meeting held since the War,
and the revival of this branch of the work was received with con-
siderable enthusiasm, keen inter-school rivalry was displayed. and over
3,200 entries (a record number) were received.

d) Throughout the year special home exercises were, on the recom-
mendation of, and in consultation with, the School Medical Officer,
advised in a number of cases of minor physical defect.

(e) The whole of the school playgrounds have again heen painted
for the purpose of mndm-tinéz organised games. Where necessary, new
apparatus has been provided.

(f) Considerable assistance has again been rendered by the Handi-
craft Centre in the construction of apparatus for use in connection
with both field and playvground games.

IV. Review or Gexeran Positiox.

In conclusion it gives me much pleasure to state that the general
position continues to one of steady development and progress.

F. J. ROBERTS,
Supervising Instructor in Physical T'raining.
Lst January, 1924,

11.  Provision or MeaLs.—There did not arise during the
year any necessity to put into force the provisions of the Edu-
cation (Provision of Meals) Acts, 1906-1914. When necessary,
meals are supplied from voluntary sources, and during the year
I understand no such meals were supplied.

12.  Scuoor Barus.—Vide Annual Report, 1920.

13.  Co-oPERATION OF PARENTS.—Vide Annual Report, 1920.
During 1923, 2,905 parents, or 68 per cent., attended the medical

inspections.
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twenty-six of whom are attending public elementary schools in the
district; one is in a sanatorium, and five are physically unfit to
attend school.

In addition, at the end of 1923, ninety-six children who were
pre-tubercular were attending public elementary schools i1t the dis-
trict.

6th. Crippled Children.—It will be seen on reference to
Fable ITI. that there are a considerable number of children
crippled, due to various causes, who are attending school.
Crippling varies from a slight degree of lameness, to cases in
which special chairs have had to be arranged in the class-rooms
to accommodate the children concerned.

6th. Heart Disease.—There are fifty-one children attending
school who are suffering from such a degree of cardiac disease
that it has been necessary to notify the Head Teacher that
special care should be given to such children, and in many cases
that they should be excluded from physical drill ; three cases are
physically unfit to attend school.

The following is, as far as possible, a complete record of the
physically defective children (207) in the district known to the
department on thé 31st December, 1923.

The children may be divided into four classes as under :—

. TuosE NoT ATTENDING ANY ScrooL..—30 children fell
within this category. They were suffering from the following
allments :—

(a) Pulmonary Tuberculosis—5 cases.

These were all children either under hospital or other
medical form of treatment and unfit to atten any kind of
school.

(b) Crippling due to Tuberculosis—3 cases.
(1) Tuberculosis of the Joints—3 cases.
3 children suffering from tubercular hips are under-
going hospital treatment.
(e) Crippling due fo other causes—12 rases.
(1) Various forms of Paralysis—12 cases.

1 child is mentally defective and paralysed ; 3 children
with paralysis of both legs could attend a school for





























































































