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ARROW-ON-THE-HILL URBAN
DISTRICT COUNCIL.

Area, 2028 Statute Acres.
Population (Census) 1921, 19,460.

Birth Rate 16°5 Death Rate 9°5.
Infantile Death rate 527 per thousand Births.
Total Number of Houses June, 1921, 4,238.
Occupied 4,182. Unoccupied 56.
Number of families or separate occupiers 1921, 4,43l.
Average number of persons per house 46
Rateable value of District £167,575.

Assessable Value for General District Rate Purposes,
£163,705

Sum represented by a penny rate £682.
Population 1851, 2,813.
Population 1891 (Census) 5,725
Area 1000 Statute Acres.
Population 1901 (Census) 19,220.
Population June 1906 (Census) 13,697.
Population 1911 (Census) 17,074.






HARROW-ON-THE-HILL URBAN
DISTRICT COUNCIL.

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH,

FOR THE YEAR 1921,
BY

CHARLES E. GODDARD, 0.B.E., M.D,

To the Chairman and Members of the Harrow Urban
District Council,

{IENTLEMEN,

[ have the honour to submit the Annual Report of the
General Health Conditions of the Harrow Urban District
for the year 1921, being a record of work done during my
first year of office.

AREA.
The area of the district 1s 2028 acres.

POPULATION.

The population of the district last year on the taking of
Census was 1g,460; in IQII it was 17,074 ; In IgOI it was
10,220 ; in 1831 it was 5,725 ; and in 1851 it was 2,813,

BIRTH-RATE.

During 1921 there were registered as belonging to Harrow
322 births, of these 151 were males,and 171 females (including
five illegitimate males and seven females). ‘The birth-rate for
the district was 16'5. In 1920 it was 17'3. The average
for the last five years has been only 14°3.
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Every case notified is referred by the County Medical Offi-
cer to the Tuberculosis Officer (Dr. Bruce), who . then takes
charge of the patient. [ have formed a high opinion of his
work and that of his assistants. The patients are placed under
treatment at once and are sent to Sanatoria at the earliest
date possible.

We hear of excellent results from the Working Colony or
Settlement for tuberculosis at Papworth, and shall look for-
ward to further reports after another year’s experience.

INFANTILE MORTALITY.

During 1921 17 infants died in their first year (of whom
three were illegitimate), giving an infantile mortality of 52°7.

The average infantile rate for the past five years has been
46'7. For England and Wales for 1921 it stood at 83. In
1916 the infantile rate was only 29'7 in Harrow.

The higher rate was probably due to the six infants who
died from congenital causes, and who might easily have been
“stillborn ™ instead. We may quite hope for a lower rate
when the ante-natal work is more firmly established, and ex-
pectant mothers are taught to realise more fully their respon-
sibilities, and consult their doctors in time,

The 1gnorance of the senior schoolgirl and young wife cf
their anatomy and internal economy is appalling! One 1snot
surprised that the question of the desirability for couples about
to marry obtaining a certificate of fitness, after a rigid medi-
cal examination, is again being freely discussed !

THE WATER SUPPLY.

The Harrow district is served by the Colne Valley Water
Company. The supply is constant and, as a rule, good, but in
the lower lying parts of the district the water on first being
drawn became milky, and appeared full of chalk, depositing a
sediment, on being allowed to settle. The matter was brought
before the notice of the Company’s Secretary and Manager on
several occasions, explanations were given and some improve-
ment certainly took place, but at the end of the year the
trouble was often apparent.

Before the War the Colne Valley Water was of excellent
quality, and was moderately soft. During the War and since
there has been a marked hardness and this deposit of chalk,
but the water on analysis is still good, and it i1s hoped soon
that it will return to pre-war standard.
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BAKEHOUSES.

In the earlier part of 1921, we had many faults to find
with the methods prevailing in some of the bakehouses, such as
unwashed hands, absence of soap, towel or basin, dirty floors,
sour smelling troughs, accumulations and cockroaches in
corners, filth in cupboards, lack of limewash, &c. We have
now got them into fair order, but personally I am not satisfied
with results especially in the shops.

~ The exposure of enormous quantities of food to road dust,
flies, and wasps is a menace to health.

In the large cities of the United States, you will find all
the confections under glass, why not here? Instead, we find
cakes, bread and all kinds of food passed through many hands,
often dirty and perspiring.

In the smaller sweet shops sweets are often dribbled out
of the hand, till the scale-pan sinks, and this, at a time when
all are keen that no infection of scarlet fever, diphtheria, and
tuberculosis shall be communicated. There is no byelaw to
control these evils. There is no remedy but public opinion and
until people protest against the pollution of food, especially in
bread delivery, we must continue to suffer from these and
other diseases till better counsels prevail.

SLAUGHTER HOUSES.

Four in number, two licensed, two registered.

Two of these slaughter houses required much supervision,
but the sanitary defects found were rectified before the end
of the year.

COWSHEDS AND MILK.

During 1921 there were eight cowsheds with about 150
cows. You have been informed of the condition of the sheds
and the faulty methods prevailing therein at the beginning of
the vear. [ am glad now to report that owing to the
vigorous support of the Public Health Committee a better
system prevails. This improvement such as it is, has only
been achieved by frequent early morning inspections at the
time of milking. Now, instead of a filthy sack encircling the
waist, the milker is provided with a clean smock or overall,
hands are washed, utensils are sterilised, stools and strainers
are cleaned ; not only the teats and udders but all parts of the
animals are now cleansed, in fact the cowkeepers of the district
are beginning to realise that the Council mean to insists on
better methods. Much of course semains to be accomplished
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METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS

TAKEN AT HARROW DURING THE YEAR ENDING
DECEMBER 31st, 1921.

By J. PERCY BENNETTS, EXGINEER AND SURVEYOR.

Month | Hygrometer. Temperature,
; li | Earth
s ]‘;‘;]“i"{'} l. Max. | Min, N
: | 186 | 41t
| l UpEE
JANUARY. .
Means.. 44-19 | 48-25 | 50-45 | 40-4) | 4416 | 45°83
Highest ...... | 53:00 5100 | 55° 00 | 52:00 | 47-00 | 47-00
Lowest ...... 2900 | 28:00 | 42:00 | 24:00 | 3900 | 40-00
anm.uﬁr.' | | : i
Means ..... | 37-89 | 36-64 48-21 | 34-32 | 40-96 | 44:89
Highest ...... 47 00 .d.ﬁml'm-miﬂ-m 4400 | 46:00
Lowest ...... | 30-00 i 27-00 | 40+00 | 26-00 ' 39-00 iii-m
MarcH I ﬁ | ;
Means.........|| 43-84 | 41:87 | 54-56 | 26:64 | 4099 | 45-138
Highest ...... | 50-00 | 49-00 | 66-CO 4500 46-00 | 46-00
Lowest ......| 84:00 | 32 00 4[]0(]"?5{10 4000 | 4500
AeRiL. | | | | |
Means......... | 4516 | 42 90 | 57-26 | 41-56 | 45-40 | 46 00
Highest ..... 58:00 | 56-00 | 72:00 | 6000 50-00 | 47.00
Lowest ... ..| 3500 3300 3800 EU'G'C; 32-C0 | 4000
May. !
eans. .| 53-29 | 50-22 | 64-83 | 55 E{} F3-54 | 48-93 |
Highest ...... 65-00 | 60-00 | 76-00 | 66-00 | 59-00 | 53-00 |
Lowest ... Im-m!m*m 46:C0 | 4500 [ 48.00 | 47:00
JUNE I : [
Means......... 5848 | 54.80 | 70-60 | 5910 | 5858 | 53-93
Highest ......| 69-00  64-00 | 8500 | 65°00 | 62-00 | 56:00
Lowest ..... | 54-00  48-00 | 61-00 | 5100 | 56-00 | 53 00
JULY
Means 65:C6 6109|7590 6419 64-06 | 54°80 |
Highest ...... | 75-00 | T1°00 | 9100 75-00 | 67-00 | 6000
Lowest 54-00 | 52-00 | 64-00 | 56-00 | 59-00 | 56-00 ||
AUGUST. I | |
Means. 59-54 | 58-32 | 71-32 | 60-12 | 61-80 GO-00 |
Highest ...... 67-00 | 66-00 [ 81-00 | 6900 | 65:00 | 60 00
Lowest ...... 5100 | 5000 | 63-00 | 49 00 | 58-00 | 60-00

Rainfall
|  Greatest iﬂ'n;. Ui
. Fallin |Days
Total | 24 Hours Ej.nh
whie
Depth o
Depth| Date | more
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I
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| ]
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|
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137| 30| 6 |13
1113 89| 18 | 8
|
98| ‘15| 3 |14
| 4 | e EEE aaw
| |
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| 18] 06| 8 | 4
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LELY i m T EEE
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