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Annual Report on the Sanitary Condition of
the Urban Distriet of Hampton Wick for
the year 1897.

THE URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL OF HAMPTON WICK.

GENTLEMEN,

1 have the honour to present to you my Annual Report on the Mortality,
. Health, and Sanitary Condition of your District for the year 1897.

The total number of deaths which occurred and were registered was 33,
. and included—

3 from diphtheria,

2 from measles,

2 from phthisis,

2 from bronchitis and pneumonia,

5 from diseases of the heart,

% from cancer,

& from accidents,
' 2 from premature birth and debility from birth,
2 from old age, and

& from various causes,
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Eleven were males and 22 females. Two were under 1 year of age, and
14 above G5. :

Two persons were found drowned in the river, and they had no connection
with the district ; this reduces the number of deaths to 31.

The population of Hampton Wick was, according to the census of 1891,
2,378, and it was in 1897 probably approximately the same. Taking this
figure as correct, the mortality from all causes is at the average annual rate of
13:03 for every 1,000 persons living. This death-rate is somewhat higher than
- the average of the previous 10 years (11'7), and this is owing to the great
~mortality of old people, nearly 50 per cent. heing persons over 65 vears of age.

The number of births was 44. Twenty-eight were males and 16 females.
The birth-rate was 1545, and the infant mortality 45 per 1,000 births,

IxrecTiors Dizeases.

I.— Not notifiable.

Influenza. —Several cases of epidemic influenza occurred in the middle of
December, and the disease hecame very prevalent in the beginning of 1898
" The cases, with few exceptions, were not of a very severe type, and no fatal
case was reported in 1897,

Measles.—Towards the end of February several cases of measles came
. under notice, and the number increased steadily in the beginning of March,
" Strict orders were given to masters and mistresses of the sehools not to admit
any child from houses where a member of the family was attacked, In spite of
. those measures the epidemic spread rapidly, and' in order to check it, [ served
notices (15th  March) on the Managers of the Publie Elementary Schorls to
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elose them, and not to open them till after the Taster holidays. By that time
the epidemic had nearly disappeared. Before the schools were reopened the
schoolrooms were thoroughly disinfected. Although some cases were of a
severe type, only 2 cases proved fatal, and those were weak children under
2 years of age.

Whooping Cough.—Only some isolated cases came under notice, and no
death was reported.

Diarrhea.—No death occurred, although the disease was very prevalent in
July and beginning of August.

IL.—Notifiable.

Thirteen notifications were received —5 of scarlatina, 4 of diphtheria, and
4 of erysipelas. There was no case of small-pox, typhoid fever, membranous
croup, or puerperal fever.

Searlatina.—The 5 cases occurred in the beginning of January, 3 belonged
to one family, where striet isolation could not be enforced, the house containing
only two rooms. The other 2 cases were strictly isolated. The premises were
in all cases disinfected, and no other case was notified during the year. 'There
has been no mortality, and the type of the disease has been a mild one,

Diphtheria.—Of the 4 cases 3 proved fatal. All were notified between
11th and 20th August. The first occurred in Upper Teddington Road, and
the child died on the fifth day. No cause of the outbreak could be traced.
Two cases were notified on 16th August, from the same house, in Old Bridge
Street, one ekhild died on the fourth day and the other on the sixteenth., Those
two children never came into contact with the first case, the milk was supplied
from different sourees, and no insanitary condition could be found in the house.
The fourth occurred on 20th August in the adjoining house in Old Bridge
Btreet, and the child became infected by having eome into contact with the two
other children in the yard behind the houses. This child recovered rapidly
under carly use of anti-diphtheritic serum, which was not adopted in the 3 fatal
cases. All the rooms occupied by the diphtheritic children were thoroughly
disinfected, and no farther spread of the infection took place.

Erysipelns.—Four cases were notified, 3 of which were complicated with
other diseases.

Ixseecrions, Nuisaxces, Coxprtios or Roans,

In the month of December I made a systematic inspeetion of the district
in company with the Inspector of Nuisances. Not many insanitary conditions
were discovered, and such as existed were abated either by verbal advice or by
notices. Much good is done by impressing upon the inhabitants the advantages
of cleanliness, and by getting them to understand that it is for their own benefit
as well as for that of the district that the Council insists upon their premises
being kept elean. Directions were constantly given to the occupiers of cottages
to clean out their cisterns periodically. Special inspeetion of certain localities
were made in connection with infections diseases. May’s Cottages were several
times inspected on account of defective water supply to closets, stopped drains,
and insanitary condition of the yard; the wash-house standing in the yard,
which was a dangerous structure, has been pulled down, but the wooden w.c.’s
are still standing, and the whole should be cleared away as being insanitary.

I reported last year about the dangerous and insanitary condition of the
Hampton Court Road. The defective water-main has now been repaired. The
double traffic which was carried on on the half width of the road has so ploughed
up the roadway that it has been impracticable for the appliances of the parish
to scavenge it, and the fact of the falling leaves decaying and mixing with the
mud, eoupled with the wet and mild winter, has made this part of the distriet
very insanitary as well as dangerous. The water company have lately patched
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up portions of the road and {aken away quantities of dirt, and it is further
hoped that they will immediately place the whole length of the road in proper
repair. The asphalted footpath in Chureh Grove is in a very defective state ;
it is perfeetly worn out, and the holes constitute a danger to passengers,
especially in the night. Some of the cul-de-sac roadways are also in an
insanitary condition, especially that of the back of the Terrace leading into
Church Grove and the yard round May’s Jottages. Whilst on this point, [ beg
to call your attention to the Janding-stage and the land adjoining west of
Kingston Bridge. It is a quagmire, and the horses have great difficulty to get
along with their heavy loads. This portion of the roadway is also in a very
Insanitary condition.

Nuisances.

The Inspector of Nuisanees reports that—

27 complaints were received.
125 houses inspected.
36 statutory orders reissued.
9 houses provided with Company's water.
9 flush cisterns supplied to w.e.’s.
12 drains unstopped and repaired.
3 drains reconstructed.
T drains new laid,
3 eesspools abolished.
8 rooms fumigated.
9 new dust-bins provided.

Nuizances abated,

10 from accumulation of refuse,
2 from foul pigs.
4 from various causes,

Dust and House Refuse.

Seventeen complaints of non-removal of house-refuse were received, and
they were promptly attended to. The refuse of this and other districts is
being carted into the Home Park, for the purpose of filling up depressions
near the entrance. It is to be hoped the work will be completed before the
summer, and the adjoining diteh piped. Tt is anticipated the authorities of
Hampton Court will cover the refuse from time to time with mould, and so

re'irent as far as possible an evil which might become a source of danger to
ealth,

Warer SveeLy.

The supply of the Grand Junction Water Company was very satisfactory

during the year,
ScaveaTer Houses.

They have been from time to time inspected, and found in a good

condition.
Damugs, Cowsneps, axD BageHOUSES.

All have been periodically inspected, and have been found in a satisfactory

condition.
DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.

A number of new houses have, during the year, been conneeted with the
main sewers, and in all cases manholes have been inserted adjoining the
respective roadways, and the drains tested with water. Several old houses
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.have  also been re-drained, and others, particularly on the Terrace, need
re-draining and the same test applied. The flushing of drains was continued
as last year, and, in addition, disinfectants were mixed with the water during
the ontbreak of diphtheria.

MORTUARY.

The newly-erected mortuary has given great satisfaction, and the Coroner
for West Middlesex pronounced it as one of the best in his district.

IsoraTion HospiTaL.

I have again to draw the Council's attention that no provision is made for
the isolation of infectious diseases in the distriet.

1 remain,
Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
TH. GUNTHER, M.D.,
Medical Officer of Health.

Hampron Wics,
30th Jonuary 1898,

Area and Population of the District.

Area in acres i v e v ' = . L3153
Population (1891} .. 1 & oF e i -- 2,378
{estimated to middle of 1897) e e e DBME
Donth {IGEFSTEL 1308 per 1,000 population, estimate] to middle of

i | mtes. ) Totant (ander one year of age), 45 per 1,000 births registered.

" Hampton Wick District.—Mortality of the last ten years, 1888-97.

| | I | |
Year .. o e i 1883, ]SBE.! lHEHJLI 1891, | 1892, | 1895, 1894, | 1893, | 1896.| 1897,

Number of deaths g4 | 35 | 27 | 25 | 20 | 36 | 27 | .38 | %4 |31

Anoual death-rate . ., | 1110} l{'rlB| 12-27 | 1051 | 12‘19‘ 1308 923

ll‘??| H-41 | 15-08

Average annual death-rate for the last 10 years, 11'7.

The ealeulatinn of the annual death-rate is made on the census, and on
_the estimated. population in various years; cases which have no connection
with the district being omitted.

Te. GuxsTHER, M.D.




