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Brentford Urban District Council.

ANNUAL REPORT of the MEDICAL OFFICER of HEALTH

FOR THE YEAR 1908.

To the Chairman and Members of the
Brentford Urban District Council. April 1st, 1909.

GENTLEMEN.

I beg to present my report upon the health and sanitary
condition of the Brentford Urban Sanitary District for the year
1go8.

POPULATION,

I estimate the population for the whole district at the end of
June to be 16,194, and of the several ecclesiastical districts into
which it is divided. I allot to St. George's with St. James' 4919,
to St. Paul's 9277, and to New Brentford 19g8. Thus the population
of Old Brentford is 14,196, and New Brentford 19g8.

BIRTHS.

The number of births has been 464, of which 234 were males
and 230 females, The birth rate is 28.6 per thousand, which 1s 3.7
lower than last year, and 4.8 lower than the average of the last 10
years, in fact it is the lowest birth rate for many years.

DEATHS.

The number of deaths occurring in DBrentford during the year
has been 174, of which 87 were males and 87 females. In St.
George's 47, St. Paul's 100, and New Brentford 27. The death
rate in the three districts respectively is St. George's g.5, St. Paul's
10.7, and New Brentford 13.5. The Cottage Hospital is in New
Brentford where 2 deaths occurred, and the Isolation Hospital is in
St. George's where I am happy to say no deathtook place during
the year. The death rate for the whole district is 10.7 per thousand
which is 3.2 lower than last year, and 5.1 lower than the average of
the last 10 years, and also the lowest I have ever recorded.
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' Average

1899, 1900 1901{1902 1903|1904 190519061907 1908 |  for
| 10 years

St. George's .. ..|16.6 10,1 (18,9 |11.7 |13.5 [19.2 [15.6|14.5 (15.7| 9.5 | 14.5
|

St. Paul's .. .o|10.5(17.5 15.4 |16.4 119 |13.2[11.012.4 [13.5| 10.7 | 14.1
|

|
New Brentford ..|22.3 |24.3 20.7 [20 7 15.8 [21.3 l:g,gllﬁ..; 16.4| 18.5 | 19.1

INFANT MORTALITY.

The rate of this mortality or the proportion of deaths under 1
year to every 1000 births is 120.6, which is 7 higher than last year,
(which was the lowest recorded for many years), but 34.6 lower than
the average of the last ten years. In analysing the causes of these
deaths I find that 15 were due to Diarrhceal diseases, 8 to premature
birth, 3 to Congenital Defects, 7 to Debility and Wasting from
birth, 4 to Convulsions, 10 to Diseases of the Lungs, 4 to overlying,
which could easily have been prevented if parents would give up
the evil habit of sleeping with their babies in bed with them, and
the remaining 5 to various other causes.

The following table gives the rate and average Infant Mortality
for the last 10 years.

Average
1899 | 1900 | 1901 | 1902 | 1903 | 1904 | 1905 | 1906 | 1907 |1DO8 |for 10 years

187.1| 138 | 193.8| 176.6| 125 | 161.4| 115 | 140.] 113.6/120.8| 137.2
[

The following are the deaths from the principal Zymotic
diseases,

SMALL POX.—None.
MEASLES.—None.

SCARLET FEVER.—None.
YWHOOPING COUGH.—One.
DIPHTHERIA AND MEMBRANOUS CROUP.—Two.
TYPHUS FEYER.—None.

ENTERIC FEVER.—One, in a child 6 years old.

DIARRH(EA AND ENTERITIS.—17, 15 of which were in infants
under the age of 1 year.

The number of deaths from these 8 zymotic diseases has been
21 and the zymotic death rate is 1.2 per thousand, which is .8 lower
than last year and 1.9 lower than the average of the last 10 years.

This year there has been no epidemic. There were 42 cases of
Scarlet Fever notified but they were all in mild cases and conse-
quently caused no deaths. The greater majority were treated at the
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Isolation Hospital. There were 26 cases of Diphtheria notified and
as there were only two deaths I am led to believe that parents now
recognize how necessary it is to send at once for a doctor in all cases
of sore throat so that Antitoxin may be used early, and I may here
mention that the Council still supply medical men with Antitoxin
free for use in the town.

The number of deaths from Diarrheea is too large, although less
than usual, and I would again impress upon parents that they can-
not be too particular in the food they give their infants. The milk
should be boiled as soon as it arrives, the bottle cleansed directly after
use and kept in cold water till it is required, and, above all, don't let
babies sit at your table, which is so common a practice.

| | Average

I
1899,1900,1901 1902(1903|1904/1905|1906 1907|1908 | for 10
years.

Number of births ....| 4097 500 516) 532| 536| 545| 530 476 510 464 | 5115
Birth rate per 1000 ..|32.832.633.9 34.7| 34-8| 34-8{ 33.6{ 20.0{ 32.3/ 28.8 | 32.8
Deaths from all causes| 297| 244| 262| 237| zoo| 252, 208| 216) 234| 174 | 232.4
Death rate per 1000 ..|19.6] 15.9| 17.2| 15.4! 12.9{ 16.1{ 13.1| 13.5] 13.9| 10.7 14.8

DeathsromSmallPox}] o| o| o| o] 0| 0] o| o| © 0 o
s Measles ,,..] 3110| 7| 5| o|26]| o| 4| 12 (o] 6.7
»w ScarletFever] 3| 1| 1| o]l o| o 4| 7| 5 0 2.1
»w Whooping 4|l o] 7| o 7| 3|l a| 3| 8 1 3.5

Cough

»» Diphtheria..| 2| 5| 2| 8| 3| 3|11 |12]| 6 2 5.6
w ITyphusFever o| o| o| o| 0oy 0| of o| o 0 (]
»w EntericFever] 2| 1| 2| 0| 1| 4| 1 1| 1 1 1.4

w Diarheea ..|53 (23|38 |22|13[3¢4|16[32| 1| 17| 249

w 8Zymotic |67 (42 (57 |35|24|70(34]|59|33| 21| ¢44.2
diseases
Death rate of Zymotic | 4.4| 2.7| 3.7] 2.2| t.5] 4.4| 2.1] 3.7] 2.0| 1.2 2.7

diseases

PHTHISIS.

Last year I drew your attention to the large number of deaths
caused by pulmonary tuberculosis and other tuberculous diseases,
which numbered 45. This year the number of deaths inside and
outside the district has been reduced to 26, and I feel sure it will be
further reduced if proper care is taken to prevent the spread of the
disease.

I will again repeat the simple measures which should be taken
in all cases.
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1) Always live and sleep in a room with the windows open.

2) Sleep alone.

3) Expectorate into a pot containing disinfectant, or into a rag
which must be immediately burnt, (Note the Council supply disin-
fectants free to the poor.)

(4) Do not spit on the floor, in the street, or in any public
conveyance.

I feel sure that the compulsory notification of Phthisis by Poor
Law Medical Officers will be of great benefit, and I hope at no
distant date that, notifications will be generally compulsory as much
can be done by periodical disinfection and instruction to check the
spread of this dreadful scourge.

INSANITARY PROPERTY.

Continuing the work which was commenced last year after the
visit of the Local Government Board Medical Inspector, several
blocks of insanitary property have been reported on as being unfit
for human habitation.

Nos. 1, 6 and 7, Troy Town Passage, and No. 4, Back Lane.
As mentioned in my report for 1907, the magistrates adjourned the
hearing of these cases for a month to enable the defendant to submit
specifications of proposed works. This was not acted upon and the
court ordered a second adjournment with a like result. The court
thereupon made a closing order in each case with costs. The
houses are now unoccupied.

Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4, Cromwell Place, and Nos. 6 and 8, Back
Lane. These cases were also adjourned for the same reason as
above. Eventually a closing order was granted in respect of 6 and
8, Back Lane and 4, Cromwell Place. The owner appealed against
the decision of the magistrates. The appeal was heard before the
Lord Chief Justice on May 28th, and was dismissed with costs. The
three houses remain unoccupied.

Nos. 1oand 11, Back Lane. The owner upon receipt of the notices
served under the Housing of the Working Classes Act, 1890, closed
the houses but refused to give an undertaking not to relet. Shortly
afterwards it was ascertained that the owner had entered into
negotiations for the sale of the property, presumably to evade the
notices. Upon this the Council authorised proceedings to be taken,
and the magistrates granted an order in each case prohibiting their
occupation with £3 3s. costs. The houses remain unoccupied.

Nos. 1, 2, 3, 45 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9, Harding’s Court. As a result
of an inspection with the Sanitary Inspector this block of property
was found to be in an extremely dilapidated and uminhabitable
condition. The property consists of 4 tenements and 5 self con-
tained dwellings, containing 28 rooms. No less than 7 cases of
Overcrowding were detected, and in two instances your Inspector
was compelled to institute proceedings in order to procure an abate-
ment of the nuisances. The owner was communicated with, and he,
accompanied by the Sanitary Inspector, visited the property and
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convinced himself that the houses were unfit for habitation and gave
the tenants notice to quit. No further proceedings were taken in
the matter and the houses are all unoccupied.

Nos. 74 and 75, High Street. These houses were reported
upon. Certain repairs have been carried out and the houses are
now occupied.

Nos. 29, 30, 31 and 32, Catherine Wheel Yard. I reported
that these houses were unfit for human habitation being back to
back with some houses which were closed several years ago. In
accordance with a resolution of the Council the owner was com-
municated with and requested to close the houses. I am pleased
to say he readily acquiesced, and the houses remain unoccupied.

Inaddition 8 houses in Pottery Road, known as Pottery Cottages,
and 10 houses in Brook Road, North, known as Crane's Cottages
have been reported upon. The owners have expressed their
willingness to carry out the necessary works in order to put the
houses in habitable condition.

It will be seen from the above that something has been done
to remove the black spot from Brentford, but very much more will
be required before the Town can be modernised. = There are scores
of back to back houses very old and dilapidated which ought to be
closed, some are built chiefly of wood which are extremely
dangerous in case of Fire. The difficulty I find in dealing with any
of these properties is the organised delay which is adopted. After
I have inspected the houses a letter is written to the owner who
promises to do everything required. He is so leisurely in doing
this, that he is pressed to make a beginning, Then he sends in a
specification of what he thinks is necessary which is always quite
inadequate, and so the ball is kept rolling.” Meanwhile it is hoped
that this business will occupy my attention and that I shall not
worry the owners of other property as bad as this one. Although
progress is thus slower than I could wish I am determined to
continue my efforts, and in the end overcome the passive resisters.

ISOLATION HOSPITAL.

The following table shows the number of patients treated at the
Brentford Isolation Hospital during the year 19o8.

Patients under treatment Dec. 31st, 1907.
Scarlet Fever ...
Diphtheria s woe

Admitted in 1go8,

8
1
Scarlet Fever ... we 39
Diphtheria s vee 8

Tutal L] LAY



Discharged during 1g08.
Scarlet Fever ... .
Diphtheria 9
1

55

Under treatment Dec. 31st, 1go8
Scarlet Fever ... 1
Total . 56

No deaths occurred in the Hospital during";:he ]r;aénr.

The number of cases admitted during the year was small, there
being 47, against 119 in 1907. One case of lguerperal Fever was
removed to the workhouse infirmary. Although the work at the
Hospital has not been so heavy as in previous years the nursing
has been carried on to my entire satisfaction, and the matron and
the nurses have been most zealous in the discharge of their duties,
and the Hospital has been a model of cleanliness and order. The
porter also has carried out all his daties thoroughly and efficiently,
and the grounds are always a model of tidyness.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES (NOTIFICATION) ACT.

Under this Act I have received 8g certificates, being a decrease
of 86 on the previous year. The following table shows the number
of notifications received from Medical Practitioners during the
various months of the year.

Inphtheria
Month. Scarlet | & Memb, | Enteric | Puerperal | Erysipelas.| Total.
Fever. Croup. Fever. Fever.

January ... 5 3 2 10
February 4 4 3 1t
March .. .. 7 3 I il
T | 5 2 7
May Loiias 9 4 I 14
JUOE ivvana 1 1 I 3
Ty i 2 2 4
August 3 5 - 3
September 3 1 2 (]
October 3 4 7
November 5 i 1 7
December .. 1 2 1 .k 2 6

Totals. 42 26 2 1 18 89
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TABLE IIL
Cases of Infectious Disease motified during the Year 1908.

Cases notified in Whaole
District.

Total Cases
Waotified in

Each Locality

No. of Cases

Removed to

Hospital from
Each Locality.

: ! s o E
Notifiable | | At Ages—Years, |5 S e |-
Disease. W - o | o ¥ o

L e I g8l 2 o |EE

< N1 B R AR

=3 | SlEISl=IEE|E |5 ]at

3| 2| o o o oealEAlS | S |2 2SS | |42

S HEEEES L W e T
S| = w = e a2 2 ] E

Small-pox o -

Cholera " . .

Diphtheria (in-

cluding Mem-| 26 2| 8 7| 5| 4 5l20] 1]26 5 8
branousCroup

Erysipelas 18 2 I & il 2y 3| 9wl 8 ja8

Scarlet fever ..| 42 10f 26; 3 3| . 5|26 |1mmjg2] 5241039

Typhus fever ..} o] =« ++] =+ . . .

Ent’eﬁcfmr & 2 '] LY ] & @ [ I ] W E -2 E @ E "o

Relapsing fever] . . . et i .

Cﬂt’l‘linllﬂﬂ f:'h"l:r " * LY (] & E LI Ll Ll ] L LR Ll Ll

Puerperal fever | 1 - I I as I = I | e I

P]ﬂglll!.. R Ili # LR Ll - - L) L] LR
Totals . Egl 4| 18] 35| 11/ 19| 2|14 (55|20 8] 5|33 |10]48

Isolation Hospital—Claypond's Lane, Brentford
Total available beds 28.

Number of Diseases that can be concurrently treated 3.
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TABLE V.
Infantile Mortality during the year 1908.

Deaths from stated causes in weeks and months under one year of age,

L e
9 ol [ oM d.1=18125= E
=z |alaleslEl21d|4]2]2 4451238 5.8
Cause of Death, -%ﬁﬁEEEEEEEEEEE:'EQE?
M B S S S S e B el
g?-*.-'—.-_a-ﬁ-:-e:-q-a-ﬂié:nzgrg O
= o bt o e e b B A e g T
| = |6 | rml= R N 1S P I P N ] e
All causes
Certified N 5 13 3|..] 3] 19 Ju1| & & 3l.. 2..| 2| 2 G
Uncertified ., ¥ ] e s R [ 4 5
Common Infections Diseases—
SII‘IH.“-FDK L] W LRl L] s Ll =" [l L w & L] LR |
Chicken-pox ., 4 PRE| s MY b s ) ety (R (3] R () (PR 0 [ i
Measles = e A od [ e | |5 i su|asloslesloalsads el 5s
Searlet Fever.. s I R (e B (T SR ; e alli i P ol QLA
Diriithc:ria: including Mem.
ranous Croup cofeefeefiefes] on valaofss I
Whooping Cough ., o B N A R D R A 2 : od ue
Diarrheeal Diseases Tt FITY 1oy [ (PR S 51 e R [V D E P T e wleal ow
Diarrheea, all forms ., dewleal W Tl TR X : J2 ©
Enteritis, Muco-enteritis,
Gi‘lﬁlﬂﬁ-EnlcriiiS . s saflanlow]owfoscf] on 5 Rlat e 1 I-n.l of 1 g
Gastritis, Gastro-intestinal
Enl:lﬂ".'lh . s v faw saff = vafrefaw + alanfaafan]es L]
Wasting Diseases—
Premature Birth ., 10 I R R S I e Y T ) R Sl
Congenital Defects ., ] 2 M S S ) e e R R 3
Iﬂj“rjfﬂ.t};iﬂh - walllss 5w A ER [l " snjeafedlpnj®® aglesallaafen]ann L]
Want of Breast-milk,
atarvation] k- bl e stk b sl
Atrophy, Debility, Marasmus 2|..|.. - B VRS | P PO e o 7
Tubereulous Diseases—
Tuberculous Meningitis  ..].. eu] sn balosfos] Hoalssleatei]as] t]is] 2
Tuberculous Peritonitis ;
Tabes Mesenterica I o (0P | WAREY [ | Sleslndst o | | e
Other Tuberculous Diseases. .}J..|..|..{..} .. |..|--|-+] 1) .| ] )Ll I
Other Causes—
Erysipelas .. 3F sallishenkindi i o Blo sl ol aleih c il be bl N | as
Syphilis i . T NG A RO I [BELTR o e S e R B R i 1 L A (S
Rickets =3 nr Pl |0 B A U] R R [P AR PR (B O iR
Meningitis (mo? Twberculous) |..|..|..J..0 oo Loloe]ee]eelee]eeleaen] b cd o
Convulsions ., 3 S [ g e s | (R el K T T R e R O B 4
Bronchitis .. - ool Mealaafeo] T 3|eslosloslssfosfesfsileclicl 1 8
Laryngitis . . N TP RN N ) R NI) RO A [ P NN T MO T G
Preumonia ,, A ] S R A L R U R e R e N M) B | I [T 5
Suffocation, overlying sl Ihaolen] B 3 bl Mosdisles g [ i 4
Other Canses ,, i e (150 (] SR R [ ) | ] ) N S L P Lt 2

Totals 2z o

13

19

Ly
o

Deaths from all causes at all ages ,,

Population, estimated to middle of 1908

LA [ 24:
. .« 16194
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SANITARY INSPECTOR

FOR THE YEAR 17908.

PusrLic HEaLTH DEPARTMENT,
CrLiFpEN Housk,
BRENTFORD,

15tk Jan., 1g09.
To the Chairman and Members of the Sanitary Committee.

GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour of submitting to you my second Annual
Report, in which is recorded particulars of the work done in
connection with the Sanitary Inspection of the District during the
year 19o8.

INSPECTION OF DISTRICT.

During the year a systematic inspection of the district has been
made, in accordance with the General Orders of the Local Govern-
ment Board, and the nuisances discovered during such inspection
have been dealt with in the manner provided by the Public Heaith
Act and Bye-laws in force.

In all some 2,067 visits were paid to premises in connection
with the work of the department, and include visits to Dairies,
Cowsheds, Milkshops, Canal Boats, Common Lodging Houses,
ordinary inspections, visits to houses from which complaints of a
nuisance have been received, visits to works in progress, and to
houses in which cases of infectious disease have occurred.

COMPLAINTS.

Sixty-one complaints relating to nuisances in the district have
been received.

Each complaint was duly recorded in the Complaint Book, the
premises visited, and all necessary steps were taken in respect
thereof.

NOTICES SERVED.

As a result of these inspections 225 intimation and 114 statutory
notices were served, of which the following is a summary :

Intimation Notices » Er s 225

Notices under Section g4 Public Health A.-::t, 13?5 39
41 4

¥ ” 5 Infectmus Disease [Preventmn} Act 20

Notices under Canal Boats Act .. 4

Total -« 339
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Wherever nuisances were found to exist preliminary notices
were served upon the person responsible calling attention to the
matter and pointing out the necessary remedial works. If these
notices were not complied with reports were made to the Sanitary
Committee, and the usual statutory notices were authorised to be
served.

I regret to record that in two instances it was found necessary
to institute legal proceedings to procure the abatement of nuisances
arising from overcrowding ; "in each case an order was made with
costs (vide Table 1a). Both were extremely bad cases.

Father, mother, and four children were discovered occupying
one room, used as a living room by day and as a sleeping room at
night, baving a cubical capacity of 8oo cubic feet. In the other case
three adult persons (two males and one female) occupied one room
under the same conditions with a cubical capacity of 673 cubic feet.

It bas not been necessary to institute legal proceedings in
matters regarding drainage, &c., although at times it has been
difficult to obtain compliance with requests made. Indeed I am
afraid that in order to secure greater efficiency it will be necessary
to more strictly enforce the provisions of the Public Health Act.

The following table shows the number and nature of nuisances
dealt with during the year. These do not include nuisances abated
or prevented at the verbal request of your Inspector.

Nature of Nuisance dealt with. Number,
Accumulation of offensive matter removed ... 4
Animals so kept as to be a nuisance ... 10
Caps fixed to intercepting traps ... 6
Drains unstopped, cleansed and repaired 29

,»»  reconstructed 55
Downspouts disconnected from drains ... 10
Dustbins provided... il O3
Dustpits abolished... 1
Cesspools abolished 2
Effective means taken to prevent damp walls .., 5
Gutters and downspouts affixed ... 4

i s repaired i 29
Houses and rooms cleansed : yos B
House floor, walls and ceilings repaired ] -
Manure pit provided P 1
i repaired I

New soil pipes erected ... 6
Overcrowding | 9B
Pedestal w.c,’s fixed A
Pans and traps fixed o T
Carried forward o

’
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under the Public Health Act, and requested him to cease using the
premises for the purpose mentioned. 1 have every reason to believe
that the warning given has had the desired effect.

COMMON LODGING HOUSES.

The number of Common Lodging Houses remains the same as
last year, viz., 7. The houses afford accommodation for 178 lodgers.
They bave been inspected both by day and night. I am pleased to
report that no cases of infectious disease have been notified at, or
traced to, any of the houses. '

CARAVANS.

The dwelling vans of showmen, who visit the town for the
purpose of attending the fairs, were inspected in order to ascertain
their sanitar}r condition, and also for the purpose of detecting any
infectious disease which might exist among the inmates. The
condition of the vans was satisfactory, and no cases of infectious
disease were found among the occupants.

BAKEHOUSES.

There are fourteen bakehouses on the register. They have all
been inspected during the year. In three instances it was found
necessary to request the occupier to have the interior walls and
ceilings limewashed.

The floor of one bakehouse has been concreted and a drain
removed from the interior.

HOUSE DRAINAGE.

During the year the drains of fifty houses and premises have
been reconstructed. A large portion of the drains dealt with were
exposed and examined under section 41 of the Public Health Act,

1875.

The work of reconstructing drains has been carefully supervised
by your Inspector, and frequent visits have been made to the
premises while such work was in progress. This work involved the
laying of 1014 ;ards of stoneware pipe, and 38 yards of heavy coated
cast iron pipe drains, 87 gullies, 15 intercepting traps, 47 pedestal
water closets, 4 soil pipes and 17 ventilation shafts were fixed and 55
manholes built, the whole necessitating the application of 156 water-

tests and 32 smoke and chemical tests.

The following is a list of the premises the drains of which have
been relaid under my supervision.



























