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Encephalitis Lethargica.
38 cases were notified, or 29 more than in the previous year.

5 belonged to the Limehouse District, 4 to St. George-in-the-East, 19
to Mile End Old Town, and 10 to the Whitechapel District. 6 proved fatal,
22 were reported to have entirely recovered, and 10 were still receiving
medical attention at the end of the year.

Cerebro-Spinal Fever or ‘'‘Spotted’” Fever.
6 cases were notified, or 1 more than in the previous year.

3 belonged to the Limehouse District, 2 to Mile End Old Town, and
1 to the Whitechapel District. Three proved fatal.

Measles.
The number of deaths from Measles was 57, or 6 less than in the previous
year.

14 belonged to the Limehouse District, or at the rate of *26 per 1,000 of
the population.

6 belonged to St. George-in-the-East, or at the rate of *14 per 1,000 of the
population.

26 belonged to Mile End Old Town, or at the rate of 24 per 1,000 of the
population.

11 belonged to the Whitechapel District, or at the rate of 20 per 1,000 of
the population,

The death-rate for the whole Borough was *22 per 1,000, The death-rate
for the whole of London was *29 per 1,000 of the population.

Whooping Cough.
The number of deaths from Whooping Cough was 39, or 22 more than in
the previous year.
19 belonged to the Limehouse District, or at the rate of 35 per 1,000 of
the population,
9 belonged to St. George-in-the-East, or at the rate of ‘04 per 1,000 of
the population.
17 belonged to Mile End Old Town, or at the rate of ‘16 per 1,000 of the
population.
1 belonged to the Whitechapel District, or at the rate of *01 per 1,000 of
the population.

The death-rate for the whole Borough was *15 per 1,000, and that for the
whole of London was ‘11 per 1,000 of the population.
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Of the 51 deaths certified to be due to Tuberculosis other than Phthisis,
28 had not been notified during life-time.

12 were notified at death.

S .»  between 1 week and 1 month of d-cath.

1 was i = 1 month and 3 months of death,
St 5 i 3 months and 6 months of death.
T Bl > o i months and 12 months of death,

£ were ,,  before 1 year of death.

Tuberculosis Dispensaries.

Since the last Annual Report, the three Dispensaries in the Boroagh have
continued on the same lines. The alteration in the size of the three areas has
proved satisfactory.

The appointment of the Tuberculosis Officers to the Poor Law Hospitals
for consultative purposes has been the means of bringing the Dispensaries into
contact with a much larger number of patients suffering from the disease,
particularly advanced infective cases. It has also served to strengthen the
co-operation between the Hospitals and the Dispensaries.

One of our greatest problems still remains, viz., the chronic and infective
patient. Many of these cases are comparatively fit, but they are, none the less,
a source of danger to others.

Permanent institutional treatment for isolation purposes is, in most cases,
out of the question on account of the long period necessary.

Assuming the necessary accommodation to be available, most patients
would not remain in an institution for periods running, in some cases, into
years.

In order to try and prevent the spread of the disease to the children of
consumptive parents, a movement has been initiated recently by the London
County Council, the object of which is to remove children from their homes
for the last three months or so of the parents' life. It is a modification of the
French method whereby babies of tuberculous mothers are removed to healthy
surroundings immediately after birth.

Whether these half measures will prove to be beneficial remains to be
seen, but I think i1t savours somewhat of “ Locking the stable door after the
horse has escaped.”

Co-operation between the private doctors and the Tuberculosis Officers
becomes closer every year. Larger numbers of patients are now examined at
the dispensaries at the request of private doctors in the district, and more
patients were examined in the homes of the patients than formerly.
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Finsen Light Treatment
and the
Supply of Artificial Pneumo-Thorax Refills.

Fourteen applications were received during the year from the London
Hospital respecting 7 patients undergoing Finsen Light Treatment. Payment
was guaranteed by the Council for 168 attendances.

Twenty-five Refills were supplied by the Brompton Hospital with respect
to 2 patients receiving Artificial Pneumo-Thorax Treatment. Payments were
made by the Council for such Refills.

Leprosy.

A woman suffering from leprosy was brought to my notice. She is about
55 years of age and was born in Austria. Her parents separated when she
was a baby, and she was brought up by friends. When she was a child, she
came over to England to look for her father. It was impossible to obtain any
further information from her, as she is obviously mentally defective—whether
due to her illness or whether she has always been so—1 am not in a position
to state. She went to live in Glasgow, and about ten years ago she got
married in London. After about four or five -years of married life, her
husband, who was about 70 years of age, died suddenly in 1918 outside his
residence in Turner Street when he was returning {rom the Synagogue. An
inquest was held, and the verdict was ** Found dead—Heart failure —natural.”
From inquiries which I made I found that the husband had an eruption on
the face, which might very well be that of leprosy, and in that case the patient
might have contracted the disease from him. Otherwise it is very difficult to
account for the fact of her having contracted leprosy. For about four years
she lived in a house in Cannon Street Road and then she developed an
eruption on the face. She went to the London Hospital where the disease
was diagnosed as leprosy, She was, on the recommendation of the Skin
Specialist of the London Hospital, admitted to the St. George-in-the.-East
Hospital, but after being there for a few months, she discharged herself, but she
was refused admission at Cannon Street Road. She was taken by somebody
to Greeneld Street, where, according to the occupier of the latter premises, she
was “dumped on them.” She again attended the London Hospital and was
again sent to St. George’s Hospital, but after a short stay she discharged herself
and returned to Greenfield Street. The occupiers of these premises were unaware
of her real disease, and in any case the premises were totally unsuited for the
purpose of housing her, and I communicated with the Ministry of Health on
the matter, The Leper Colony receive male patients only and she was
removed to a Home in the country at the expense of the Guardians.
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Disinfecting Station.

1,449 rooms were fumigated, and the bedding, etc., were removed and
disinfected by steam. Of these, 1,226 rooms were fumigated because of
infectious disease, 173 as a result of Pulmonary Tuberculosis, and 50 because
they were verminous. In addition to these, Scabies occurred in 169 families
and the bedding was taken away and disinfected by steam.

197,990 articles were disinfected. Of these, 156,048 were second-hand
articles of clothing for export abroad, 33,622 were from premises where infec-
tious disease occurred, and 8,320 because they were in a verminous condition,

717 articles of bedding were destroyed with the ownerss' consent.

The Mortuary.

The number of bodies deposited in the Mortuary during the year was 246.
Of these, 205 were removed by the Coroner's Order, 37 by the Police, 1 at the
request of deceased’s friends, and 4 on my instructions.

38 bodies were placed in the Jewish part of the Mortuary, but only 19
were officially ** watched.”

240 inquests were held in the Coroner’s Court, and 150 post-mortem
examinations were made.

12 persons were accommodated at the Council’s shelter, ie., 2 men, 3
women, and T children.

Verminous Persons.

449 persons were cleansed during the year and had their clothing dis-
infected —420 males and 29 females. In addition, 591 school children were
cleansed, of which 45 were children suffering from Scabies.

Increase of Rent and Mortgage Interest
(Restrictions) Acts.

35 applications for certificates and reports were received during the year.
Of these 26 were granted, and 9 were refused. Oune of the Certificates grantad
was issued free in pursuance of the Council’s Resolution of the 21st November,
1921, with respect to a house in the Prusom Street Area.

Sale of Food and Drugs Act, 1899, and the Butter
and Margarine Act, 1907.

22 applications for registration were received during the year:—
21 respecting the Business of a Wholesale Dealer in Margarine, and 1 with
respect to a Butter Factory. Certificates were granted in all these cases.
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On 25th January, H. Kronenberg was summoned for failing to remedy
the defective roof of 14, Longnor Road.
He was fined £2 with £2 Zs. costs.

On 25th January, H. Kronenberg was summoned for failing to remedy the
defective roof at 11, Longnor Read.
He was fined £2 with £2 2s, costs.

On 4th February, D. Galinski was summoned for failing to remove an
accumulation of refuse on the vacant land at the rear of 17 to 25, Philpot Street.
An order was made to abate the nuisance within 14 days, with £2 8s. costs.

On 12th February, D. Galinski was summoned for failing to comply with a
Magistrate’s order to remedy the defective roof of 62, Pelham Street,
- He was fined £3 3s., with £5 5s. costs.

On 12th February, D. Galinski was summoned for failing to comply with
a Magistrate's crder to remedy the defective roof of 66, Pelham Street
He was fined £5 bs.

On 12th February, D. Galinski was summoned for failing to comply with
a Magistrate’s order to remedy the defective roof of 68, Pelham Street.
He was fined £3 3s.

On 19th February, S. Cohen was summoned for failing to remedy the
defective yard paving, window sashes, stairtreads and flooring at 75, Oxford
Street.

An order was made to do the work within 14 days, with £2 8s. costs.

On Tth March, Mrs. Schultz, tenant of 125, Jubilee Street, was summoned
for obstructing the Sanitary Inspector in the execution of his duties. The
obstruction having ceased before the hearing of the summons, the case was
adjourned for 21 days for the necessary work to be completed.

At the resumed hearing on 28th March, the work having been completed
without further obstruction, the summons was withdrawn.

On 13th March, M. Deckett was summoned for failing to remedy the
dirty and dilapidated condition of 55, Eric Street.
An order was made to abate the nuisance within 7 days, with £2 8s. costs.

On 13th March, M. Deckett was summoned for failing to remedy the
dirty and dilapidated condition of 82, Eric Street.
He was fined £1, with £1 1s. costs.
~ On 20th March, A. Goldstine was summoned for failing to remedy the
defective roof of 52, Edwards Road.

The work having been done at the time of the hearing of the summons,
the case was withdrawn on payment of £2 4s. costs.
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On 27th May, H. Moore was summoned for failing to comply with a
Magistrate's order to remedy the defective flooring, &c., at 19, Wilson Street.
The case had been adjourned from the 20th May.

He was fined £2, with £2 2s. costs,

On 2nd June, E. Sykes was summoned for failing to remedy the defective
roof and to cleanse the walls and ceilings at 5, Claremont Place.
An order was made to do the work within 7 davs, with £2 8s. costs.

On 6th June, G. Brenner was summoned for failing to remedy the
defective roof and damp walls at 72, Cannon Street Road.
An order was made to abate the nuisance within 14 days, with £2 8s. costs.

On 26th June R. B. Brutton was summoned for failing to comply with
a Magistrate’s order to remedy the defective roof and flooring at 123, St.
George Street.

He was ordered to pay £2 2s. costs.

On 30th June, The Limehouse Paper Board Mills, Ltd., of Narrow Street,
were summoned for causing black smoke to issue from their chimney for a
period of 10 minutes on the 24th June. The Magistrate adjourned the case
until the Tth July, as the firm was not represented by a Solicitor,

At the adjourned hearing on the Tth July, the Solicitor for the firm
pleaded guilty, and stated that two new smoke consuming furnaces had been
ordered, and that they would be fitted during Bank Holiday week. No
evidence was taken, although the Inspectors of the London County Council as
well as the Sanitary Inspector for the district were present. The Solicitor for
the Borough Council called the Magistrate’s attention to the fact that numerous
complaints had been received with regard to the chimney shaft in question,
and asked him to make an order abating the nuisance as well as a Prohibition
Order. The Magistrate adjourned the summons sine dic and said he would
rot make the Order asked for, as this would cause a large number of men to
be thrown out of employment, and he was reluctant to take this course, and
intimated that if tne furnaces were not satisfactory, or the nuisance recurred,
the case could be reinstated in the list after the Tth August. If everything was
satisfactory, including the payment of costs, no further action would be taken.

On 25th August, the adjourned summons was heard when the firm’s
Solizitor pleaded guilty and stated that the firm had spent £2320 in putting in
new smoke abatement and fuel saving furnaces, which had proved an absolute
failure. They had taken them out and were then using steam jets and double
screened coal, and if that did not answer, they proposed raising the shaft
another 30 feet. The .Magistrate made an order to abate the nuisance in
28 days, and a Prohibition Order, with £3 3s. costs. The Council’'s Solicitor
asked for a penalty. The Magistrate refused as he thought the firm was
doing its best to abate the nuisance.
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On 28th October, Franks was summoned for failing to repair the defective
roof and to cleanse the rooms at 138, Buxton Street. _

He was ordered to do the work within 7 days and to pay £2 7s. costs.

On  28th  October, Franks was summoned for failing to abate a
nuisance arising from the absence of ventilation under the flooring and from
the defective roof at 32, Spital Street.

He was ordered to do the work within 7 days and to pay £2 Ts. costs.

On 3l1st October, C. Benabo & Sons were summoned for failing to repair
the defective roof of 1, Dupont Street,

They were ordered to do the work within 7 days and to pay £2 8s, costs,

On 10th November, H. Goldblum was summoned for failing to repair the
defective roof at 24, Knott Street.
He was ordered to do the work within 14 days and to pay £2 8s. costs.

On 10th November, H. Goldblum was summoned for failing to repair the
defective roof at 26, Knott Street.
He was ordered to do the work within 14 days and to pay £2 8s. costs.

On 12th November, J. Hodges was summoned for failing to repair the
defective roof, floors and sashes, etc., at 12, Galt Street.
He was ordered to do the work within 14 days and to pay £2 8s. costs.

On 25th November, H. Cohen was summoned for failing to repair the
dilapidated walls and windows, etc., at 17, Deal Street.
He was ordered to do the work within 7 days and to pay £2 6s. costs.

On 25th November, |. Percival was summoned for failing to repair the
defective roof of 142, Hanbury Street.
He was ordered to do the work within 7 days and to pay £2 bs. costs.

On 5th December, Franks and Simons were summoned for failing to
repair the roof, sashes and stairs, at 38, Bower Street.
They were ordered to do the work within 7 days and to pay £2 8s. costs,

On 22nd December, G. Davis was summoned for (a) exposing meat for
sale and () for depositing meat for the purpose of preparation for sale, which
was unsound and unfit for human food on a stall opposite 138, White Horse
Street.

He was fined £15 with £7 7s. costs.

On 23rd December, Franks & Simons were summond for failing to
repair the defective roof, rainwater pipes, etc., at 11, Mayfields Buildings.

They were ordered to pay £2 8s. costs.

On 23rd December, J. Cohen was summoned for failing to repair the
defective gutters and to cleanse the dirty rooms, etc., at 56, Weaver Street. As
there was an action pending against the tenants in the County Court, the
Magistrate adjourned the summons sine die on payment of £2 s. costs,

Mok et a il
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On 23rd December, H. Goldblum was summoned for failing to repair the
defective roof, etc., at 105, Maroon Street.
He was ordered to do the work within 14 days and to pay £2 8s. costs.

On 30th December, L. Raine was summoned for failing to repair the
defective roof and to cleanse the dirty rooms at 8, Hunton Strect.
He was ordered to do the work within 14 days and to pay £2 6s. costs.

On 3lst December, C. C. & T. Moore were summoned for failing to repair
the defective roof, yard paving, etc., at 10, Graces Alley. ;
They were ordered to pay £2 8s. costs,

II. UNDER THE DAIRIES, COWSHEDS AND MILKSHOPS
ORDER, 1885.

On 20th January, A. Phillips, of 18, Museum Street, Bethnal Green, was
summoned for selling milk from receptacles upon which his name and address
were not inscribed. Two of the receptacles had inscribed thereon respectively
the name and address of two different persons. The barrow, however, had
the name *“ A. Phillips " painted on the side.

The Magistrate held that this latter complied with the order, and he
dismissed the summons.

III. UNDER THE LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL (GENERAL
POWERS) ACT, 1908 AND THE MILK & DAIRIES
(AMENDMENT) ACT, 1922.

On 16th April, L. Sanute, of 2, Gray Street, was summoned for selling
milk without being registered.

She was fined £1.

On 16th December, S. Nesenson was summoned for failing to observe due
cleanliness of his milkshop premises at 37, Smith Street,

He was fined £1, with £2 2s, costs, and the Magistrate ordered his name
to be removed from the Milk Register,

IV. UNDER THE LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL BYE-LAWS.

On 25th January, H. Kronenberg was summoned for failing to remedy
the defective yard paving at 11, Longnor Road.

He was fined 10s., with £2 2s, costs.

On 11th April, G. Dix was summoned for failing to provide a proper
sanitary receptacle at 21, Edwards Road.

He was ordered to pay £1 1s. costs.
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On 1Ist August, A. ]. Benabo was summoned for failing to supply a
sanmitary dust receptacle at 11, Solander Street,
He was fined 20s., with £2 2s, costs.

On 17th September, K. Fowles was summoned for failing to provide a
proper dust receptacle at 63, Plumbers Row.
She was fined £1, with £2 2s. costs.

On 24th November, Mackeonis & Adams were summoned for carrying on
the business of a fur skin dresser at 54 & 56, Old Church Road, without the
sanction of the London County Council.

They were fined £15, with £5 costs.

On 23rd December, H. Goldblum was summoned for failing to provide a
sanitary dust receptacle at 105, Maroon Street,
He was fined 1s., with £1 3s. costs.

Housing Conditions Statistics, 1924,
Ministry of Health Table.

1.—GENERAL.,

(1) Estimated population - - - - - - - 254,340

(2} General death-rate - - - - - : - 1271 per 1,000
(3) Death-rate from tuberculosis - - = - - 1'23 per 1,000
(4) Infantile mortality - = = o o O8O T4 per 1,000
(0) Number of dwelling-houses of all classes - - .- 31,750

(6) Number of working-class dwelling-houses - - - 41,750

(T) Number of new working-class houses erected - - 11

2.—UNFIT DWELLING HOUSES.
I.—Inspection.
(1) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for housing
defects (under Public Health or Housing Acts) - - 98577
(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were inspected and
recorded under the Housing (Inspection of District)

Regulations, 1910 - - - - - - - - 6,040
(#) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state dangerous
or injurious to health as to be unfit for human habitation 1

(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those referred to
under the preceding sub-heading) found not to be in all
respects reasonably fit for human habitation - - - 1]

IL.—Remedy of Defects without service of formal notices.
Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in consequence
of informal action by the Local Authority or their Officers 726

IIL.—Action under Statutory Powers.
(@) Proceedings under Section 28 of the Housing, Town Planning,
&c., Act, 1919.
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Underground Rooms.

No. illegally occupied - - 10 No. closed or illegal occupa-
. tion discontinued - - 10

Owvercrowding.

No. of houses overcrowded - 69 No. remedied - - . 53

Prosecutions - - - —
Cleansing.

No. of adults cleansed - - 449 No. of verminous rooms or

No. of children cleansed - 891 premises cleansed - 1,158
Waler Supply to Tencment Houses.

Premises supplied - - 2 Prosecutions . - R
Sale of Food.

‘No. of premises used other No. of inspections- ° 1,552

than ice cream premises,
milk shops and cowsheds - 494

Disinfection Shelter.
Persons accommodated - - 12

Ophthalmia Neonatorum Regulations.
No. of notifications received during the year
irom certified midwives - - - nil.

Sanitary Officers.
No. of Sanitary Inspectors (Whole tiine)—Male, 18. Female, Nil.
3 % (Part time)—Male, Nil. Female, Nil.
No. of Health Visitors—Whole time, 11. Part time, Nil.

Factories and Workshops.

The total number of workshops on the Register was 3,089 ; but this does
not include factories, workplaces and out-workers’ premises.

4,611 inspections to factories, workshops and workplaces revealed defects,
which necessitated the service of 1,348 written notices. 79 of the notices
veferred to factories, 1,204 to workshops including workshop laundries, and
6o to workplaces other than out-workers’ premises.

Cleanliness.— 476 notices were served to cleanse workshops.
Ventilation.—The ventilation of 48 workshops was improved.
mug,—ﬂmrcmwding was abated mn 24 workshops.

Santtary Accommodation.—The sanitary accommodation was improved

in 278 workshops by providing additional and suitable water—closets.
500 other nuisances were remedied in workshops.

Qui-workers' Premises.— 889 inspections were made to out-workers'
premises during the year; 127 premises were found to be insanitary, and 83

cases of notifiable infectious disease occurred therein.



















Infant Mortality, 1924,
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Deaths from stated Causes at Various Ages under
One Year of Age for the whole Borough.

4
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In 15 cases the vendors had not complied with the requirements of the
Butter and Margarine Acts with regard to labelling: 103 per cent of the
samples were unsatisfactory in this respect. This figure shows a great
improvement on previous years.

The 15 samples consisted of 1 informal and 14 formal samples. Pro-
ceedings were taken in 8 cases, and in 6 cases the vendors were cautioned.

The results of the proceedings are shown in Table K.

TaeLe K.
| i
Mumber. I Offence, ! Result of proceedings.

923 ... ... | Unstamped wrapper .. | Vendor paid £2 2s, costs,
D13 ... ... | Unstamped wrapper ... | Fined 15s.
Al9 ... ... | Unstamped wrapper ... | Fined £1
E 16 ... ... |(Unlabelled bulk and un- | Fined £1

|stamped wrapper
B 57 .. ... | Unstamped wrapper ... | Fined 10s.
M 80 ... ... | Unstamped wrapper +« | Fined £3 with £3 3s. costs
M 87 ... ... | Unstamped wrapper ... | Fined £1 with £1 1s. costs
| g - e <. |(Unlabelled bulk ' Summons withdrawn on

1 Contained 65 per cent. payment of £2 2s, costs

butter '

Cream and Preserved Cream.

21 samples were submitted for analysis, of which 19 were sold as Preserved
Cream and % as Cream.

Preserved Cream.—16 samples were satisfactory, containing more than the
legal minimum of 35 per cent. of fat, and being labelled with a label stating the
nature and amount of preservative present.

One sample was adulterated, containing less than 35 per cent. of fat.

In five cases the carton was inscribed with the words *“ Thick Rich Cream,”
in addition to the declaratory label, the word “ Preserved” being omitted.

In two cases the cartons were not labelled with the prescribed declaratory
label.

In no case did the amount of boric acid exceed the legal maximum of 04
per cent.

Cream,—The two samples sold as Cream were free from preservative ; one
was a sample of tinned cream containing 21 per cent. of fat.

Further particulars are given in the following tabular statement required
by the Ministry of Health.
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Condensed Milk.
10 Samples examined were genuine. In one case the label was not

printed in the manner prescribed by the Regulations: —

T 7 (Informal). Caution authorised by the Ministry of Health.

The composition of sweetened and unsweetened condensed full cream
milk and condensed skimmed milk has been standardised by the Public Health
(Condensed Milk) Hegulations, 1923.

Rules with respect to the labelling of condensed milk are stated and the
label must declare the number of pints of milk or skimmed milk equivalent to
the total contents of the tin.

For the purposes of these Rules, milk means milk which contains not less
than 12:4 per cent. of milk-solids (including not less than 8'6 per cent. of milk
fat), and skimmed milk means milk which contains not less than 9 per cent.
of milk-solids other than milk fat,

Sponge Cake.

12 samples examined were genuine. Of these one informal sample was
found to contain 0-09 per cent. or 6°3 grains per pound of boric acid ; a repeat
sample taken formally showed 004 per cent. or 2'8 grains per pound of
boric acid.

Representatives of the Bakery Allied Traders' Association (Ministry of
Health Circular 381) have agreed not to import Liquid Whole Egg containing
more than one per cent. (70 grains per pound) of boric acid, and that Liquid
Whole Egg must not be used in the manufacture of Sponge Fingers, Sponge
Biscuits and the small variety of plain sponge cakes.

No restriction, however, is made on the use of butter or margarine which
may legally contain 05 per cent. (35 grains per pound) of boric acid, nor is the
Presence of Boric Acid definitely prohibited. No objection can be raised
therefore to the presence of small quantities of boric acid, unless it can be
proved that the boric acid resulted from the use of liquid whole egg.

Fruit Wine,

Four samples were analysed. Of these three were artificially coloured and
were preserved with 1'3, 26 and 26 grains of salicylic acid per pint respectively.

The Departmental Committee on Food Preservatives in 1901 recommended
that salicylic acid should not be used in greater proportion than 1 grain per
pint in liquid food.

In a recent report (Reports on Public Health and Medical Subjects
No. 24), the Government Chemist found that, out of 142 samples of non-
alcoholic wines, 71 contained salicylic acid in amounts ranging from a
trace to 12 grains salicylic acid per pint and that 24 of these contained, in
addition, sulphurous acid or boric acid. In the remaining 71 samples the
addition of salicylic acid had evidently not been found necessary.
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The Draft Rules and Orders, Public Health (Preservatives, &c., in Food)

Proposed Regulations, 1925, prohibit the addition of salicyliz acid but allow a
maximum of 5 grains benzoic acid per pint in non-alcoholic wines,

Spirits.

Six samples were examined. One sample of brandy was found to
contain 22'5 per cent. excess water, the remainder were genuine, being either
35 degrees under proof or of the strength declared when the sample was
purchased.

F 46 Brandy, 22'5 per cent. excess water. Vendor paid £5 5s. costs.

The position with regard to the adulteration of spirits is still un-
satisfactory.

In a recent High Court decision, it was held that the notice “ All spirits
sold on this establishment are diluted and no alcohalic strength is guaranteed "
could not be accepted as a protection. The sample in this case was 4293
degrees under proof (equal to 11-7 per cent. excess water).

In a later case at Bow Street Police Court where the sample of whisky
was 48 degrees under proof (equal to 20 per cent. excess water) and a similar
notice was displayed, it was held that the notice afforded protection as the
defendant had not sold the spirit at an unreasonable degree of dilution as was
shown by the price.

It is not possible for the purchaser to know whether the price paid is a
reasonable one as the degree of dilution cannot be ascertained and definite
statements as to the number of degrees under proof to which the spirit has
been reduced are often without meaning to the porchaser.

Draft Rules and Orders of the Public Health,
(Preservatives, &c., in Food) Regulations, 1925,
Proposed to be made by the Ministenr of Health.

Briefly, these Regulations contain the following provisions :—

(1) No cream to contain any thickening substance,

(2) No article of food to contain any added preservative except :—
(@) Sulphur Dioxide (in seven classes of food).
(b) Benzoic Acid (in three classes of food).

(3) No article of food to contain both Sulphur Dioxide and Benzoic
Acid.

(4) Permitted preserved foods to be labelled,
(9) Permitted preservatives to be labelled.

(6) The use of certain metallic, vegetable and coal tar coleuring
matters, to be prohibited.















