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come to the conclusion that under no eircumstances should such
wires be permitted, but that all wires, whether for telegraph or
telephonic purposes, should be laid underground. The Select
Committee, however, after hearing a number of witnesses on
behalf of the postal authorities and others, reported that, in their
opinion, the danger of overhead wires had been greatly exaggerated,
and that the accidents which had been proved in evidence were
few and insignificant. At the same time they expressed an
opinion that the probable development of the telephonic system
made it desirable that there should be some change in the law
relating to control over wires of the kind, and agreed to report
in favour of their continuance, subject to the Metropolitan Board
of Works being constituted the authority for the Metropolis, with
power to make bye-laws for their inspection and regulation by the
local authorities. The Board also had under consideration a Bill
promoted by the United Telephone Company, some of the pro-
visions of which were of a most objectionable character, e.g.
enabling the Company to carry lines at the low elevation of
fifteen feet over any land, and at three feet only above the roof
of any building, without consent on the part of owners. A strong
representation was made to the Metropolitan Board, urging them
to oppose the Bill, and the same has since been withdrawn.

In February last the attention of the Board was directed by the
Corporation of the City of London to Bills, nine in number, intre-
duced to Parliament by the London, Chatham, and Dover, the
London, Brighton, and South Coast, and other Railway Companies
having termini in the Metropolis, with the object of establishing
a new tariff of charges for the conveyance of traffic and merchan-
dize on their respective lines. Under the Aects of Parliament at
present in force a maximum rate is fixed for the conveyance of
various classes of goods, which rate includes payment for station -
accommodation and the services known as “terminals,” other
than unloading and cartage, and it is proposed by the present
Bills, which are almost identical in their terms, to establish a new
scale of charges, which, it is generally considered, will have the
effect of raising the rates, besides authorising the making of a
special charge for the ‘‘terminals” and station accommodation.
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the Bill has passed the House of Commons, and is now before the
Lords.

The improvement in Red Cross Place, mentioned in the last
Annual Report of this Board, has been completed, and, as the
result of further negotiations with Mr. Twomas PiNk, a similar
improvement is now being carried out in Adam’s Place, in the
same locality, whereby the thoroughfare will be enlarged from a
narrow pathway to a street 25 feet in width. The cost of this
improvement, exclusive of any drainage works that may be
required, and of making good the pavements, will be £350, towards
which it is expected that the Metropolitan Board of Works will
contribute one-half. An improvement has also been effected by
setting back the line of frontage of premises belonging to Mr.
Rrcuarp Waire, on the south side of Stoney Street, Borough
Market, at a cost of £71, towards which the Metropolitan Board
have contributed a moiety.

From time to time during the course of the year communications
have been received from local authorities protesting against the
increased expenditure of the School Board for London, and, in
April last, a letter was received from the Vestry of St. James,
Westminster, forwarding printed copies of a Statement compiled
under their direction, in which the various items of expenditure
were critically examined and compared with the cost of education
in other parts of the country, and requesting this Board to appoint
delegates to attend a conference which it was proposed to hold at
the Mansion House, in the City of London, on the 27th of that
month. The Board appointed Messrs. Riper, Baxter, and Hacars
as their representatives accordingly, and at the meeting, which
was held on the 27th April, under the presidency of the Lord
Mayor, the following Resolutions were passed :—

1.—* That in the opinion of this Conference the administration of
the School Board for London has not produced results commensurate
with the vast expenditure of the Board; that the present cost of main-
tenance of the London Board Schools is excessive, whether compared
with the rate of expenditure by the Board in 1873, or with the expend:-
ture of other Boards in England and Wales, or with the expenditure
of the managers of Voeluntary Schools in London; that in the cost of
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to be in a dirty and dilapidated state, and, in some instances,
unflt for human habitation. The necessary sanitary works have
been carried out, and the premises are now in a fair condition.

Sanitary improvements have likewise been effected in the follow-
ing Streets:—

In Christchurch—George Street, Surrey Row, Hatfield Street,
Blackfriars Road, Charlotte Street, Broadwall, Gravel Lane,
Stamford Street, Robert Street, William Street, Collingwood
Street, Edward Street, Bear Lane, and Upper Ground Street.

In St. Saviour—Ewer Street, Loman Street, Orange Street,
Union Street, Worcester Street, Sumner Street, Great Guildford
Street, Newcomen Street, Park Street, Ladd’s Court, Keppell
Street, America Street, and Pepper Street.

An outbreak of Typhoid Fever, which threatened to spread with
great rapidity, occurred in E Block Peabody’s Buildings, South-
wark Street, on the 24th May. At No. 14 in this Block, a
married woman had an attack of Typhoid which was concealed
from the Superintendent. No steps were taken to disinfect the
evacuations until the case became known early in Jume. The
evacuations were emptied into the closet, and, in my opinion,
poisoned the water which was drank by the inhabitants of this
Block. That this was possible is clear from the following state-
ment of your Surveyor, who kindly accompanied me in my
examination, and from whom I have received on many occasions
very able assistance :—*‘ The cistern supplies water for all purposes
to one-half the Block, Five closets are connected, and the pipe
to the closet-pans has direct communication with the cistern.
The water-closets have no separate flushing or other eisterns.”
On the 7th June, a girl, aged 11 years, and a boy, aged eight
years, were attacked and removed immediately to the Evelina
Hospital. On the 9th a baby and married woman were seized
and at once removed to Guy’s Hospital. These cases all occurred
in E Block, where the first mentioned case was. On the 10th a
married woman was removed to Guy's Hospital from 4, C Block;
and on the 11th two children, aged five and sevem, were
removed from 20, D Block, to the Evelina Hospital. Each case
was promptly removed as soon as the nature of the disease was
ascertained, and my statement of the probable origin of the out-




















































