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We, William Henry Hackwood, William Henry Stevens, John Sanderson, Edward
James Naylor, and William Caston, the Auditors appointed by the Parishioners of the
Parish of Rotherhithe in the County of Surrey, to examine and audit the accounts of
the Vestry of the Parish of Rotherhithe in the County of Surrey, for the year ending
25th March, 1859, having carefully and diligently examined and investigated the
accounts of the said Vestry for the period aforesaid, and the vouchers in support of the
same; and the books, papers, instruments and writings in their custody or control
relating thereto, do hereby certify and declare, that we have this day audited the said
accounts of the said Vestry, at the Board Room at the Workhouse, Rotherhithe, in
the County of Surrey, in the presence of the following, viz.:—William Henry Hack-
wood, Chairman, William Henry Stevens, John Sanderson, Edward James Naylor
and William Caston, and that the said accounts are true and correet in all particulars ;
and we do allow the same aecordingly, and sign the same in token of such our allow-
ance thereof.

Given under our hands this 25th day of May, 1859.

(Signed) W. H. Hacgwoop, |
W. H. Srtevess,
JouN Sanpemsow, ) Auditors,
Epwarp J. Navrom,

WiLniam Casrox.

Office, 61, Paradise Streei, Rotherhithe.





















THIRD GENERAL REPORT

y OF THE
BT,

STRY OF THE PARISH OF ROTHERHITHE,

SURREY.

1859.

f‘__"----_- the past year, the Vestry have held nineteen General Meetings, and thirty
tao W aats E"

' SEWERS WORKS.

e lengths of drains and sewers laid by the Vestry to Lady-day are :—

4 Feet.

 4-inch pi : . . L . . 26

L ; . : . . 1752

L do. : ; : : Sl e A KR

12 do. 2 : . ; . . li122

18-inch drain (West-lane) : : : . el

24 do. ear “ Victoria,” Deptford-road) . 85

3 feet by 2 feet sewer ditto Bl . 50

. Total......2824

high level sewer, Deptford-road, filled up and done away with 400
r piped and surface filled in . : - 250

our applications have been made to drain houses into sewers, and plans

nd approved, comprising about one hundred and seventy-eight houses, one
id forty-seven of whinﬁﬂnu been drained and completed. §

 About one hundred cesspools have been done away with.
wo penstocks and fifteen new road gulleys have been formed.

T
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Ten old gulleys trapped, and eleven repaired.

Three flushing shafts have been fixed, and two urinals made.

The Vestry having again had under consideration several complaints from floo
ing, in consequence of the water backing up the Earl Sewer, they caused the follow
Letter to be sent to the Metropolitan Board of Works.

To the Chairman and Members of the Metropolitan Board of Works,

10th July, 1858.

GexTLEMEN,—I am directed by the Vestry of Rotherhithe, to call your attenti

to the injury sustained by the inhabitants in the neighbourhood of the Deptfe

Lower-road, by the flooding of their premises, in consequence of the admissio

of the tide much more frequently into the Earl Sewer, and to a higher level than it
ever previously used to be; whicﬁ we are informed is by direction of your Board.

The effect upon this Parish is most injurious, as it stops the flow of sewage int
the Earl Sewer entirely, and causes great injury to the neighbourhood. '

In consequence of the complaints, the Vestry during the latter part of the las
month had the sewage guaged in the Deptford-road Sewer, and found that it stoo

only three feet three inches and three feet nine inches beneath the level of th
road.

The Vestry desire me to refer you to their Memorial, asking for an imp e
entrance to the river, and calling your attention to the injury that would result to th
Parish of Rotherhithe by reason of the connection with the sewage westward, and th

works now in progress in Jamaica-row, Bermondsey.
o |

This Vestry desire also to refer you to the plans submitted by them for the drainage
of Adam and Albion-streets, and other places adjoining, which they proposed should
drain as hitherto into the Lime Kiln Sewer, in Swan-lane, Rotherhithe, but that sue
plans were reversed, and the sewage turned for nearly seven hundred houses westwar
into the Deptiord-road Sewer, which was protested against by their engineer in con=
sequence of the known bad outlet to the said Deptford-road Sewer. g

The Vestry would further draw your attention to the fact that since 1854, the
Dcptiﬂrdh—mad Sewer has to receive the drainage of nearly twelve hundred houses, an
which they trust will prove to you the necessity of immediatel with thenll
northern or Bermondsey intereepting sewer []m{ of the main :lrzimhing“ of il n
engineer) which they have previously urged so strongly on your 1, otherwisliim
should the present outlet of the Earl not immediately be considerably i
most disastrous results must acerue to Rotherhithe, Mgt 3 : :

The Vestry have reccived with surprise the report of your engineer, of the fir
instant, as Mr. Catchpole's complaint to the District Board, with others, attributes i
flooding to the tide let tnto the Earl Sewer, the real cause of the flood, and as respects the
tidal flap being examined and cleared once a week under the late Commissioners
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is an entire mistake ; your officers will find that from May, 1858, to December,
v have been attended to twice or three times, but certainly not more,—so
that the officer of the late Board then in charge of the District, was fully
state thereof, and the Vestry have only been enabled to keep this part of
rained by the most vigilant attention to the tidal flap, which is constantly
and the man-hole has been altered and enlarged, and gratings and regu-
od, at the cost of the Vestry, to afford ready access to the flap, although
that sinee the tide has recently been so largely admitted to the Earl Sewer,
p greater quantity of deposit has been flushed up to and left on the outside of
y, eausing ndditional expense to the Vestry for the removal thereof, and stopping
tlet of the Deptford-road Sewer.

s

The Vestry would urge upon you their strong eonviction that the Deptford-road
has more work than it can do, and that it is absolutely necessary that increased
fities should be afforded by your Board, without delay, to accelerate the delivery at

g I am, gentlemen,

lo Your obedient servant,

@ Metropolitan Board of Works. (Signed) n SHEFI{} Hawis,
; lerk.

To which the Vestry received a reply, enclosing copy report of the Engineer to
fetropolitan Board of Works, together with an order declaring the Deptford-
ewer to be a main sewer, as follows —

Metropolitan Board of Worls,
11 1; Greck Street Soho,
Dear Siz, 12th August 1858.
1 am directed to transmit to you the accompanying copy of a Report, made
e Engineer to the Metropolitan Board of Works, and a copy of the order
of the Doard, relative to the Deptford Lower-road Sewer mentioned in your letter of
the 10th instant.
E I am, ‘dear Sir,
Hawks, Esq. Yours faithfully,
- 61, Paradise Street ( Signed) E. H. WoorrycH,
. Rotherhithe. Clerk to the Board.

ST e

e

Engineer's Department,
1, Greek-street Soho.
- 30th July 1858.
~ On communication from the Vestry of Rotherhithe, having reference to the
, - connection recently formed by this Board, between the Earl and the
i - lud - Dauffield Main Sewers, by the eonstruction of the Sewer in the Dept-
~ ford Lower-road.

L] 1 .

N TLEMEN,—
On the 2nd of July the Board ordered that a copy of my report, recommend-
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Main Sewer, should be sent
i tford Lower-road Sewer be declared a : _
ﬂgtl:ahi?esg;llnf Rothe;?tl;e, and the decision of the Board upon this subject has from
time to time been postponed.
The accompanying communication has since been received from the Vestry
of Rotherhithe.

This letter is of itself sufficient evidence of the objections, arising from a divided
responsibility in this case. At present the officers of this Board have charge of the
Main Sewer outlet, and the officers of the Vestry have r:imrgu of l‘lu: l*!rq: a little
higher up. So long as these works were under the control of the Commissioners of
Sewers, there was no danger of flocding ; the present divided ‘I‘Eﬁllﬁﬂﬂllllllf is full of
difficulty and danger. With respect to the present allegations of the Vestry, 1
reply :—First : that our Sluice Keeper has had charge of the Sluice for Twenty
Years, and it is worked now as formerly ; and any want of attention to the flap in
the District Sewer, would cause the waters to rise in it as alleged.

Second.—That the connection between the Duffield and the Earl, although it
was objected to by the Vestry of Rotherhithe, is advantageous to the drainage of the
Distriet, and forms a most important link in every arrangement that has been pro-
posed for the relief of the tide locked Sewers.

Third.—The plans submitted by the Vestry of Rotherhithe, for the drainage of
Adam and Albion-streets assumed the permament retention of the Lime-kiln outlet,
which it is intended to abolish; and did not fall in with the proposed Main Drainage
of the District.

5 IEm]érth[-:?ThE enlar%ement and improvement of the Earl outlet was ordered on
e First of January, and now waits the decision of this Board wi
Earl pumping station. T

Fifth.—The works contemplated by this Board will reliev
road, and all the adjoining Sewers frnui’ being wernhalrg;ﬁ!mm the Deptford Lower-

I beg further to report that there iz n i i
: i Uhe 0 security against i
of drainage for the Southern Districts can ever pn:':r\'uhuﬂl?ezzlifi(:}[{l;lljlf;i:“tr’:zf nﬂi:'];‘[?m:
1 L ! or

Lower-road Sewer, being a length of about
" ¥ T!Eﬂﬂ f - L] 5 L] Cs
recommended in my rE]}Erts dated 12th February aii'lt.l ;]I:.EJ'-:E;]:.&TUI a Main Sewer, as

; I have, &

Si s L+

(Signed) J. W. Bazaraerre,
Engineer

Metropolitan Board of Works

Extract from the Minutes of :
. : dings at a Meeti

at Guildhall, in the Cite b v cuings ata Meeting of the Bo
1858. n the City of London, on Friday the Bﬂthuila}' Il(l;;l ,.]]::;;d

W]J 1
reas 1t hﬂﬂ bEEIl D]ﬂd& to Hrl'-'PBﬁ.]' to t.]!.E M«Et-l'ﬂp{)tltln Bl]llrd nf w ks‘ th
e or at
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a certain Sewer within the limits of the Metropolis, as defined by the aet of the Nine-
teenth Year of Queen Victoria, for the better Local Management of the Metropolis,
which Sewer is not vested in the said Board in or by the said Act, that is to say, the
Qewer commencing in Jamaica-row, in the County of Surrey, and within the said
limits, about 50 feet west of Salisbury-street, thence passing along Millpond-street,
Union-road, Paradise-row, and Lower Deptford-road, to the Main Earl Sewer, in the
County and within the limits aforesaid, being a length of 6,160 feet, or thereabouts,
ought to be considered a Main Sewer, and to be under the management of the said
Board. Now, therefore, it is ordered by the said Board, that the said Sewer be, and
the same is hereby declared to be a Main Sewer.

( Signed) E. H. WooLrycH.
Clerk of the Board.

In October 1858 the Metropolitan Board of Works caused eight large air-holes
to be made in the Deptford-road Sewer, for the purpose of ventilating it (see Reports
of the Medical Officer of Health, for November and December 1858, and March
1859), and upon complaints of the nuisance arising therefrom being made to this
Vestry, and also being warned by the Medical Officer of Health of the danger to the
health of the inhabitants likely to arise in consequence of the letting out of such
large quantities of sewer gas, in the most frequented thoroughfare of the Parish,
the Vestry memorialized the Metropolitan Board of Works to stop up the air-holes,
(see Appendix No. 1), but no alteration being made, they petitioned the House of Com-
mons upon the subject, (see Appendix No. 2), and from thence the petition was re-
ferred to the Metropolitan Board of Works for consideration ; since which that Board
have caused the large air-holes complained of, to be replaced by smaller ones, and in
consequence the nuisance is not now so great as before the alteration was made, but
it is much to be desired that some other plan for the ventilation of this Sewer should
be adopted, and the present air-holes abolished altogether.

The Vestry have also memorialized the Metropolitan Board of Works to proceed

immediately with the Northern or Bermondsey Branch of the main drainage, in order
to relieve the water-logged condition of the sewers in this Parish.

PAVING WORKS.

The following works have been done with new and old stone :—

New dressed crossings and channels : : 20 2326  yards
New granite carriage-way : : - = 18« do
Granite carriage-way rough dressed : : . 806 do.

Old carriage-way relaid . ; : : . 2,378 do.
New York paving laid . : : : . 9.877 feet super.
Old York paving relaid . L : ; 17,722 do.

Old York new faced . . : ! . 1,888  do.
New granite curb laid . . J , . 766 feet run,
Old curb reset . . . : : . 6,851  do.
Curb reworked . : . , : S B9 »de,
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The following materials have been used in reparation of the roads, footpaths, &e.

, 192 ards.
Gﬂﬂmge:f grﬂﬂite . . . i 3 : 151 rl’jﬂ
Gﬂmﬂlﬂﬂ ditto . . & g = 31] dﬂ-
TIIH‘IJ.EE bﬂ"ﬂﬂt . * . . 'y i 9 ﬂ'ﬁi dﬂ-
Ground carted . . . - i R 453 do.
Lime . ‘ : : _' _ . A
Sand : ‘ : 408  loads.

Foundry Clinkers i

The improvement in Rotherhithe-street, at the east side of the Grand Surrey
Dock entrance, is now complete, and the following is a statement of the cost thereof.

Cost of site, after deducting £150, paid by
the Grand Surrey Docks Company, for piece
of ground near the Dock House by agree-

ment : 2 ; i . 803 5 4
Less contribution received from the Metro-

politan Board of Works, . : R |
N
Compensation to Messrs, Talbot . ‘ . 50 0 0
Fence : A 3 . - - 20 0 O
Labour . . % ’ : . 104 16 8
Material . : : . . 94 16 0O
Cartage . ' : : : : 26 8 0
Total cost . : £ 448 8 10

The works at the Laystall, back of the Workhouse, have been continued, and are
nearly completed.

The Grand Surrey Dock Company requiring the site of the right of way, by side
of the * Waterman's Arms” for their new entrance, an arrangement has been {nl'ule
with them for the better accommodation of the Inhabitants, that the streot ||.uur l;h.-;-ir
new entrance, and also the New Bridge, shall be increased in width over and above
the width required by the Act of Parliament, in lien of such right of way. L

LIGHTING.

In consequence of the diversion of the s

e ; e street, near the Gran
;r:‘ﬁli;n:lur]l:f bt‘l;c Mteratu_;-n:s, two of the public lamps have been discontinued, one
S h[_lth en set up in Glebe-Road, Jamaica-level, and the lamp at the “«Shin ™
i erhithe-street, has been numbered with the rest of the parish lamps. ma ki up,
ot ]].I'I.]'llll.'lel‘ of gaﬁ-]alnps in t]]e P[L'l'is.ll.. Ilg]]tﬂl] und Ps, ma g th'l-‘-'

sumers’ Gas Company 882. (For particulars of Bun'i:aifii::;;h;l)m Tt

d SII]‘H::,‘ Dock en-

This Vestry bave joined with the St. Olave's District Board of Werks, and the
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Vestry of Bermondsey, for thez. purpose of erecting an apparatus for testing the quality
and quantity of the gas supplied in this District, and a Committee has been formed
to make the necessary experiments, and the Vestry has voted that a sum not exceeding
£100 be paid towards the erecting and working apparatus, in testing the quality of the
gas, and in meeting the necessary expenses of such Committee.

CLEANSING, &ec.

The Vestry have entered into a contract with Mr. A. T. Hobman, for the removal of
dust from the dwellings of the Inhabitants, and for cleansing the paved streets. (For
particulars of Contract, see page 4.) J

REMOVAL OF NUISANCES PROCEEDINGS, &ec.

From 25th March, 1858, to 25th March, 1859, eighty Notices have been served
under the Nuisances’ Removal Aet, upon eomplaints made by the Medical Officer of
Health, and Inspector of Nuisances; thirty-two of which have been effectually abated
by proper drainage being made from the respective houses into covered sewers, and
forty-eight have been abated by removal.

Four Summonses have been issued, and Magisrates’ orders obtained and earried
out.

Sixty-two notices to make drains and provide water-closets, ash-pits, and water-
supply have been served by order of the Vestry.  In thirty-six cases the Owners have
properly complied therewith, and twenty-six are still standing over.

Twelve Notices of intention of Butchers to apply to have slanghterhouses
licensed in this Parish, were received by the Vestry, which were severally inspected
and reported upon by the Medical Officer of Health (see Medical Officer’s thirty-third
Report, October, 1858). and eleven slaughterhouses were licensed by the Magistrates
in October, 1858,

In June, 1858, the Vestry appointed a valuer, under the Act of 10th George
4th, cap. 131, to assist the Churchwardens and Overseers in ascertaining and esti-
mating the annual value of all or any houses, lands, &ec., and other rateable property
within the parish, also four assistant valuers, viz.,—Mr. Benjamin Shipley Slipper,
valuer, and Messrs. Henry Ravenhill, James Ford, Gervase Foottit, and Charles Hay,
assistant valuers, and have voted the sum of £30 towards payment of the necessary
expenses for the current year.

A schedule of the duties of the several Officers of the Vestry has been drawn up
and printed.

A Committee consisting of the Churchwardens, Overseers, and the whole Vestry
been appointed to investigate into the several charities of this parish.
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were on the 27th J “uui{‘i last, visited by

Medieal Officer of Health’s
i i ment Inspector, (see the.

R. D. Graing ‘i: IESQ-,::-':E ?f:;rlz 1859) mgd upon receiving the iﬁvu;:ﬁ? :;T ;]::
tf}tjap;{rtﬁsd_fur] {;E;::::rgf Health ndition of the vaults, the

e ica ;

as to the co
following resolution which was

The vaults under St. Mary’s Church,

forwarded to Mr. Grainger, iz =

: i . = s« Vestry that the vaults of the pnml:
A L s e ﬂpiﬁgnn;tf irtih :;he Iens?tlutrimenml to health ; that it

e N rainger’s recommendation, and very inexpedient to

seless to adopt Mr. G _ i :
:lr:;,ll]:: a];t;r ;lterntiun whafever; except as to cutting off the ﬂlltllllltlﬂif;mﬂﬂ :':‘.lhf g:
body of the church by erecting a brick wall ; and that an extract from the reporto

Medical Officer of Health be forwarded with this resolution to Mr. Grainger.”

; - Grainger, who ulti-
A conference was subsequently held at the church with Mr ge
mately :tl.;,ltl:e?lmhe must ndherl to i;is opinion that the coffins in the vaults should be
covered over with earth, and the vaults bricked up, and that he should report accord-
ingly to the Board of Health. And in May last, the following Order in Council was

received by the Churchwardens.

« At the Court at Buckingham Palace, the 13th day of May, 1850,
Present,
The Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty in Couneil.

Whereas by an Act, passed in the session of Parliament held in the twentieth
and twenty-first years of Her Majesty’s reign, intituled *An Aect to Amend the
Burial Acts,” it is amongst other things, enacted, that it shall be lawful for Her
Majesty, upon the representation of one of Her Majesty’s principal Secretaries of
State, by and with the advice of Her Privy Council, from time to time to order such acts
to be done by, or under the directions of, the Churchwardens, or such other persons as
may have the care of any vaults or places of burial, for preventing them from becomin
or continuing dangerous or injurious to the public health; and that every such order
in Council shall be published in the * London Gazette,” and that such Churchwardens
or other persons shall do, or cause to be done, all acts ordered as aforesaid and the
expenses incurred in and about the doing thereof, shall be paid out of the [;[mr-mtes
of T—hﬁ parl.sh; provided always, that no such representation should be made until ten
days’ previous notice of the intention to make such representation should have been
given to the Churchwardens or other persons, or one of the Churchwardens or other

ersons having the care of the v i '
relates. o aults or places of burial to which the representation

And whereas the Right Honourable Thom
Majesty’s prineipal Secretaries of State, after tum{ILS S e

tion to make such representation had be '
¢ ‘en duly given to the Churchw ther
: a
Egtgsuns h::} mgdth];a care of the vaults under the several churches and zgzniﬁl m!; e
i r lrlr:en iDl;? » has made a representation, stating that he was of npinir}I;; . ih ire;_n-
purpose of preventing the said vaults from becoming or continning dﬂrﬂger: , for
us or

: n Estcourt, one of Her
days’ previous notice of his inten-
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injurious to the public health, an order should be made for the adoption of the mea-
sures hereinafter set forth.

Now, therefore, Her Majesty, by, and with the advice of her Privy Couneil, is
pleased to order, and it is hereby ordered, that the Churchwardens or such other per-
sons as may have the care of the vaults under the undermentioned churches and
chapels respectively, do adopt, or cause to be adopted, the following measures in re-
spect of such vaults, viz :—;

(Here follow orders upon several other parishes.)

SAINT MARY, ROTHERHITHE.

1. That the coffins in the public vaults beneath the parish church of Saint Mary,
Rotherhithe, be covered with fresh earth and concrete, and that the existing entrance
be bricked up.

9. That the works be effected under the superintendence of the Medieal Officer
of Health of the distriet, and that McDougall's powder, chlorine, or other disinfectants,
be used whenever necessary. .

(Signed) Wwu. L. Barmussr.

The Vestry have petitioned the House of Commons praying that the standing
arders of the House may be altered so that the promoters of bills for Railways, Canals,
Docks, or other public works in any parish in the Metropolis, may be required to de-
Eﬁit copies of the plans thereof with the Vestry Clerk of every parish affected by such

The following special resolution relating to the management of the business of
the Vestry, has been made during the past year.

8rd August, 1858.—* That in all cases where drainage works are wholly carried
out by the applicants themselves, a charge of One Shilling be made for the attend-
ance of the Clerk of the Works, to see that they are properly carried out.”

APPENDIX (No 1).

TO THE METROPOLITAN BOARD OF WORKS,
THE MEMORIAL OF THE VESTRY OF ROTHERHITHE.

Suewern,—That the low level Sewer running along Paradise-row, and the Dept-
ford l:-ruw%r-mad into the Earl Sewer, has been until the month of August last under
the direction and superintendence of this Vestry.

¢
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PBoard took the management

That in the said month of August, last year, your hbouring Parish of Ber-

of this sewer, and connected it with the s?:;'ler in the neig
mondsey, with a view of relieving that Parish.

its outlet into the Earl Main Sewer, and in conse-

A b f deposit has accumulated therein.

quence thereof a vast amount o

That the Vestry of this Parish prevented the increase ﬂf.l'l-!ll;i r:,;dm_:efl :m;l;
deposit, by frequently flushing it out with ][;nﬂl ?ﬂtl?. fron th?n}ﬂl:];thlf:-l]; i;.h:l;u:r §i¢
«t end of Paradise-row (being the head of the sewer . ’
:-.!-};m‘:iii:thtzined rh}r the Vesﬁ:r}r f%l‘ the small annual payment flf five pounds, and

also by other means of flushing which were adopted along its course.

That this sewer has within the last three years received a very large inerease of

sewage from the several new sewers, draining several hundred houses within this

Parish, and made under the direction of the Vestry.

That from the low level of this sewer, it only discharges a portion of its contents
for two hours in every twelve, under the most favourable circumstances, and some-
times not at all, and therefore there is constantly a very considerable quantity of
sewage remaining locked in by the tidal flap, at the south end against the East Sewer.

That this Vestry has been informed from your DBoard that this sewer is to
be cleansed, and emptied for the whole length in this Parish, and that a contract has
been entered into for that purpose.

That this Vestry is strongly of opinion, that from the very imperfeet outlet of this
sewer as before mentioned, such sewer would in a short space of time be again filled
up with deposit, there being in addition to the sewage formerly taken into it a large
quantity of sewage, which has been diverted from the Lime-kiln Sewer, and also

from its connection with the Parish of Bermondsey, now about to be relieved through
this sewer.

: T].l;‘.',t t]ﬁ?d}-"ﬂstry h-;JESimS t;: i|?preis upon your Board, the necessity in the first
piace, of providing a better outlet for this sewer, as proposed by v - ol
as a work of urgent necessity. ProL y your Board last year,

That since your Board has taken the eontrol i
_ That sinc of this Deptford-road 8
their Jurisdiction, there have been eight very large uir-hnles] made rig“hi?rgrtfii uwzﬂl;r
all of which are very much larger than any to be found in other localities, A

That wvery numerous complaints have b
/ een made by the i
Passengers of the extremely offensive and dangerous exha]a{.iﬂu of e e

large air-holes; and the attenti fasss feam thas
g ot 1on of your Board has been repeatedly called to this

That this sewer being i
generally charged with sews i
stagnant and pent up for many hours, the noxious gasenusgﬁ;awmﬂh o
these air-shafts in very large and dangerous quantities,

remain
tter steams up from
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That this Vestry is desirous of impressing upon your Board, that this sewer from
the low level thereof and most imperfect outlet, is very different from other sewers of
the Metropolis which have a good fall, and where the sewage runs quickly away
upon the ebb of the tide, while this sewer remains for a eonsiderable period increasing
in contents but not discharging (it being in fact nothing less than an enormous cess-
pool), from which there is a continuous emission of vapour, composed of an aceumula-

tion of most dangerous gases.

That the Medical Officer of Health, and all the Medical Gentlemen of this
Parish, are constantly complaining of the danger to the health of the Inhabitants,
arising from this sewer. the gases from which are the most deleterious of all gases,
and they have warned the Vestry that these shafts must materially affect the health
of the residents, and also that, should this Parish be visited with any epidemic, the
vesults in the locality of this sewer will, in all probability, prove most severe and fatal.

This Vestry, under a sense of the very deep responsibility that attaches to it,
earnestly requests the immediate consideration of your Board, to this
most important subject, and urge that prompt measures should be adopted
to remove the very serious evils, and nuisances, now inflicted upon the
Inhabitants, and which this Vestry suggest might be at once partially
mitigated, by providing at a comparatively small cost, a proper penstock
at the junction of the Deptford-road Sewer with the Earl Sewer, and the
stopping up of the large air-openings recently formed.

The Corporate seal affixed by SRy
order of the Vestry, on the | L. 8. )
22nd February, 1859. A AL

| (Signed) R. Smarro Haws,
Clerk.

APPENDIX (No. 2).

T0 THE HONOURABLE THE COMMONS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT
BRITAIN AND IRELAND IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED.

The Humble Petition of the Festry of Rotherkithe, in the County of Surrey.

SuEwETH.—That the Parish of Rotherhithe contains by estimation nearly twenty

%Wl-l_ﬂ?]nd persons, and that there are about three thousand three hundred houses in the
arish.

That there is a low level sewer running through Paradise-row and the Deptford
Lower-road, being a portion of the Parish of Rotherhithe which is most densely
populated.
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issi f Sewers, for the District of
1 by the Commimguers 0 ! wir
That I'.hi::s Eﬁwﬂ'}:f thue]a;l:ﬂl‘ fﬁﬂf and runs into an u];en tul:.L: m :;d -
%laurllle{trﬂ:i e::;nt;ia itself into the River Thames, about three mi
rl,
below London Bridge.

i iderably increased,

. 1 of Rotherhithe, has very considerably 1nc
hPﬂ::She'::utbrced the provisions of the Metropolis Local
e rs and ditches, which formerly

That the drainage of the

: f vour Petitioners 1 L
Ha?aajﬂe;:m}:hct, and filled up some miles of open sewe
inters;uted the Parish.

That this low level sewer, has to receive the drainage frnml IIFWB:::.:LT]E ;?:;;
: yufactories, and in conseq
nd seven hundred houses, and several large mar Jvitha

?:w lzﬁel of the Parish of Rotherhithe, and also from '_L]m r:un:-]trmlufu uf i :h&t ::ﬁ-it

i i i ‘0 hours in every twelve,

into the Earl sewer, it can only disgorge its contents during two Illu :--..1 ;_]L. .f},.,_-, .-

under the most favourable circumstances, and sometimes not at all, and{ ILE uh i

is constantly a very considerable quantity of sewage remaining locked in by the tida
flap at the south end, where it joins the Earl sewer.

That in the month of August, 1858, the Metropolitan Board of Works took the
management of this sewer under their jurisdiction, and added to its already over-

burthened condition by turning the sewage of the neighbouring Parish of Bermondsey
into it.

That since the Metropolitan Board of Works have taken this Deptford-road
Sewer under their control, they have cansed eight air-holes to be made in different
parts thereof, all of which are much larger than are to be found in different localities,
and from which large volumes of deleterious gases are continuously steaming.

That very numerous complaints, have been made by the Inhabitants and Pas-

sengers, of the extremely offensive and dangerous exhalation of gases from these air-
holes.

That this sewer being generally much charged with sew
5!;agnant and p:ent up for many Luurs——largc: volumes of deleterious gases are con-
tinuously steaming up from those air-shafts, poisoning the air for a considerable dis-

tance, and rendering the houses in the neighbourhood unhealthy. . .
uninhabitable. & unhealthy, and at times, almost

age—which must remain

That the Metropolitan Board of Works are

doing their eontractors or men, leave the deposit-mattor taken out from such sewer
lying on the Road, and extending thereon to an area of about two hundred square feet,
in different places,—exposed to the air for days, previous to its removal d

also cleansing this sewer, but in so

_That the Medical Officer of Health and all the
Parish, are constantly complaining of the dg
arising from the inhalation
the most deleterions of all

Medieal Gentlemen of this

nger to the health of the Ighab
of the gases from this sewer, and which they gt;tgl?:}nﬁ

gases, and they have warned your Petitioners, that these air-
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chafts must materially affect the health of the residents, and also that should this
Parish be visited with any epidemic, the results in the locality of this sewer, will in
all probability, prove most severe and fatal.

That your Petitioners have found with great satisfaction, that the health of this
Parish has been greatly improved within the last few years, the cause of which they
confidently attribute to the covering in the open ditches and sewers, and the carrying
out and enforcing the several provisions of the Metropolis Local Management Act.

That in the carrying out effectually the provisions of the Metropolis Local Man-
agement Act, your Petitioners have been anxious to get rid of cesspools, and also to
see that no exhalations should arise from the covered sewers and drains, and they cause
all inlets thereto to be properly trapped.

That from the peculiar position of the Deptford-road Sewer, and its being so
constantly charged with sewage matter, it is in effect nothing less than an elongated
cesspool, of about a mile and a half in length, and is now worse than an open sewer,
as the streams of gases are concentrated and forced up these air-holes in such consider-
able quantities, as not to admit of their gradual diffusion through the air.

That your Petitioners have repeatedly complained to the Metropolitan Board of
Works of these most serious and fatal evils, and have also memorialized the Board
upon the subject, and pointed out the danger to the health of the Inhabitants, but no
steps have been taken to remedy such complaints.

That from the causes herein mentioned, your Petitioners are fearful that some
serions and fatal disease, similar to that which some few years ago broke out in
Croydon, will visit this Parish, unless prompt measures are taken to prevent the
Neighbourhood bejng poisoned with the gases from this sewer.

Your Petitioners therefore most humbly pray your Honourable House to
take in consideration this most important and urgent subject involving
especially the health of the Inhabitants of this Parish, and that your
Honourable House will be pleased to appoint a Committee to investigate
into the matter, or that your Honourable House will be pleased to grant
such further or other relief as to your Honourable House shall seem
meet.

And your Petitioners will ever pray, &e.

The Corporate seal affixed by LA
order of the Vestry, on the T 5
29th day of March, 1859. - /

( Stgned) CaarLEs ErwIN.
Chairman.
(Signed) R. Suarro Hawks.

Clerk.
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*FICERS OF THE PARISH OF
TRYMEN, AUDITORS, AND OFFI
i ROTHERHITHE, SURREY.

Under the © Metropolis Local Management Aet," 1850.

1859,

VESTRYMEN.

Rev. Epwanp Buick, M.A., Rectory, Church-street.

Mgz. Cusgies Erwiy, Walker-place, Lower-road, | w0t ardens.
Mg, WinLam Jonarman Surrn, Globe-street,

Mr. James Forp, 554, Rotherhithe-wall.

Mz. Samver Tieeey, 27, Paradise-row.

Mr. Hexey Boors, 1, Union-road. : :
Mr. Hewny Ravesmioy, King and Queen Iron Works, Rotherluthe.
Mr. Samver Brawpox, 33, Paradise-row.

Mr. Roserr Brackessexry, 358, Rotherhithe-wall.

Mr. Jorx Woopwarp Barrert, Thames-strect.

Mr. Joux Hepeecock Jeskins, 35, Princes-street.

Mr. Roserr Newnas, 381, Rotherhithe-wall.

Mr. Georee Smith, Church-street.

Mr. Witniau Jawes Brage, Sarah-place, Swan-lane.

Mr. Roserr Acies, Union-road.

Mr. James Roserr Goopnew, Lower York-street, Rotherhithe,

Mr. Aveustus Freperick Timormy, Grices's Granary, Rotherluthe-strect
Mr. James Hare Marriews, Paradise-street.

Mr. Jawes Amworn, Church-passage.

Mr. Evwarp Taieor, Church-streel.

Mr. Joux Sawxpersow, Church-street,

Mr. Witniam Hexry Stevess, Princes-street.

Mr. Epmoxp Georce Dawxweir, Bedford-place, Deptford Lower-road
Mr. Cuantes Hay, Deptiord Lower-road.

Mr. Wittian Casrow, Juw., Lower York-street.

Mr. Bexiaaan Honaax, Commercial Dock-road.

Mr, Witniaw Hagris, Mary's Cottages, Plough-road.

AUDITORS OF ACCOUNTS.

Mr. Winiiam Marraew Masssary, Rotherhi -

Mr. Roperr Srraxack, Paradise-row. teel

Mr. Tuosmas Swrrn, Church-strect.

Mr. Bawrnoromew Romsox, Lucas-street.

Mr. Joux WoobLey Swrru,  Spread Eagle,” Rotherhithe-street.

OFFICERS.

%?an Sli;rm IIn\i:}si}ﬁlﬁg"nrudiﬁn-slrmt, Clerk.
VILLIAM Mumpock, M.D., Rotherhithe-street, Medieal Office
Georce Lece, 61, King William-strect, City, Surveyor of g:::ufﬂ S
{.lmm KEI].:RY, e aarmliw—strcnt, Surveyor of Pavements .
JHARLES Ricmawp W TR, IR S \
LA D WESTLOTORN, Seven Houses, Trinity-street, Collector of Paving and Sewers’
Josgpu Biswop, Paradise-raw, Clerk of the Waorks,

Josern Jomx Sawprgs, - T TR -
0ax Sanpres, 49, I aradise-street, Sanitary Inspector and Street Keeper

















































































