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PUBLIC URINALS.

There has been no increase in the number of Urinals in the district.

In some of the Urinals there is a constant supply of water running for
the purpose of flushing the same.

The others are flushed and cleansed with water twice daily by men

employed by the Board.

CLEANSING & WATERING.

The principal paved streets are cleansed daily, and the others not less
than twice a week.

During the past season the whole of the streets, &c., have been con-
stantly watered by the contraetors with water from the East London Water
Company.

RENUMBERING STREETS, &c.

At the request of the Board, the Metropolitan Board of Works made
orders for re-maning the following thoroughfares, and for re-numbering the
houses therein, viz, -—

The whole of the thoroughfare known as White Horse Street and Old
Road to be called “ White Horse Street” only, and the houses re-numbered.

The whole of the thoroughfare known as Belgrave Street and Totton
Street to be called * Belgrave Street” only, and the houses re-numbered.

The whole of the thoroughfare known as Broad Street and Cock Hill
to be called * Broad Street,” and the houses re-numbered.

The whole of the thoroughfare known as Queen Street, Pheenix Place,
and Pump Yard, to be called * Queen Street,” and the houses re-numbered.

The whole of the thoroughfare known as Three Colt Street and Lime-
kiln Hill to be called “ Three Colt Street,” and the houses re-numbered,
















































































































































which it is admitted Chemistry cannot detect—the microscope cannot reveal
—while amongst the thousands the rule was, such as otherwise in-
dulged perished, and those who drank the water escaped. In
other respects it must be owned, in this enquiry, he has done
service. The guality of the water he has shown to be impure; his
professional vocation has led him to dive deep, and trace the mischief to its
source. The quantity also has been proved defective, and in this part of his
business he has acquitted himself very meritoriously, when the complaining
witnesses have come before him, by adjudicating with a nicety on the fallings-
short in supply from the first and second story up to the third pair back.
But here his mission ends. When he goes further, and aims at something
like universal genius, he must be reminded that this attempt is always at-
tended with risk, and that none have succeeded since a predecessor in this
line, three centuries or nearly ago—the Admirable Crichton. Captain
Tyler has his own peculiar excellencies, for which he has a world-wide
reputation. Therewith let him be content, and for the future not trouble
himself about pestilences, the causes thereof, and other like matters affecting
State-Medicine ; for his opinion, he may rest assured, either pro or con, will
have about as much weight with such as really do possess a claim to speak
about it, as his affirmative would have in settling that long-vexed question
amongst an influential section of the nautical profession, which connects the
origin of the Goodwin Sands with the upper portion of a certain ecclesiastical
edifice in the County of Kent. _
Mr.J. W Radcliffe who has made an elaborate report to the Board of
Trade at the suggestion of Mr. Simon, the Medical Officer, is entitled to all
consideration and respect. This gentleman is not one who believes himself to
be the impersonation of all that is great in science, or any special question in
which he may be engaged, but while giving to the public a work of great
labour and research, is frank enough to admit that an objection may come
with force from an opponent, not always to be met, and who while pressing
the point, may be as anxious to perform a public duty as himself. If then I
find it necessary in the course of my remarks to differ from this Commissioner,
it is with regret; if I aim occasionally at reversing his opinions it only
arises from the obligations of truth, and in having from the first, without time
for scientific jottings, watched the onset and course of the epidemic; and if I
arrive at another conclusion, it springs in a measure from that local













SOIL.

* A doctrine has been advanced as
to the relationship of the soil and
its nature to outbreaks of the
malady by Professor Pettenkofer,
of Munich, of as great importance
practically, if substantiated as Dr.
Snow’s theory of the propagation of
the disease by the drinking water.
Professor Pettenkofer maintains that
a certain condition of soil is neces-
sary to the development of epide-
mi¢c Cholera in a locality. This
soil, he holds, must be porous and
permeable to water and air. It
must be charged with organic, es-
pecially excrementitious matter”,
In thus quoting this statement of the
Professor’s views from Mr. Rad-
cliffie’s Report, he proposes his ob-
Jections, observing that the Cholera
*“ had an obvious relation to houses
and not to soils.”

water, the inhabitants were par-
tially surrounded by a winding of
the Thames, and then the ebb and
flow of the tide, and the thorough
exposure on all sides to the atmos-
pheric currents, acted fully as a
compensation. Houses on the river
side are notorious for their exemp-
tions from all zymotic disease.
REMARKS.

There is nothing new to me in
the views of Professor Pettenkofer,
with the exception of restricting the
poison not to the subsoil, but to the
subsoil water. As an Officer of
Health, I have for years been in
the habit of tracing fever princi-
pally to the soil, largely impregnated
with organic and exerementitions
matter ; in ordinary, moderate sea-
sons comparatively innoecuous, but
which in a Aot summer, with ne
wind and wno rain, is certain to be-
come the deadliest source of mischief
to the inmates, by the foul exhala-
tions, and in this way engendering
pestilence, and intensifying all other
diseases,

Mr. Radcliffe says it (the ** ex-
plosion”) had an obvious relation
not to soils, but to houses. In my
opinion it had all to do with the
houses in connection with the soils
(surface), This union, as a rule,
was almost invariable,







FILTH.

* Mr. Radcliffe says, page 293.
“ But the East "District cannot
claim a pre-eminence of filth. In
the west of the metropolis and south
of theriver there are many localities
as filthy. Neither Rotherithe, nor
Southwark, nor Bermondsey, nor
Westminster can be compared favor-
ably with the east of London. Yet
the three former places suffered in
a trifling degree as compared with
the latter. Not that filth was
altogother inactive. I would imply
that its presence was insufficient to
explain in any degree the pre-
dominance of the epidemic in the
east districts. But filth played a
part in propagating the disease in
certain blind alleys and contracted
courts when the disease found ad-
mission to them; and it was pro-
bably an important agent in the
spread of the malady in Blue
Anchor Yard, Whitechapel.”

REMARKS,

I am utterly amazed at such a
statement made on such an aut'iority
too ; that part of the west of the me-
tropolis and south of the river, arens
filthy as the east of London, while-
Bermondsey, Southwark, & Rother-
hithe, are even worse. So then, it
comes to this, if my eomprehension:
does not mislead me, that after all
the talk about the Cholera explosion
in connection with the filth of the
localities, and all the eomplaints
that have risen up in judgment, the
only true type of the kind where it
played an important part, was to-
be found in Blue Anchor Yard,
Whitechapel.

I am now constrained in con-
tradistinction to this official state- -
ment of the filth of the East without
facts, to tender for consideration
my report with facts,

1. The numerous localities at the
West end, (Westminster probably,)
and Bermondsey, Rotherhithe, and
Southwark, in the shape of offensive
factories, trades, &e., to which re-
ference is made, which Mr. Rad-
cliffe pits against the East for
pre-eminence ; even if so far correct
are nothing to the point. In my
Special Report on the Cholera of
1866, which is quoted in the Blue
Book, on this matter by this gen-
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low creatures dying around, knowing the while of the power at their com-
mand to check the pestilence.® .

But now at length we are told it is a very easy thing to purify the water
and stop the Cholera : dates and all are given to mark the achievements of
only two days. All along it has been said to be a slow business, but now it
is done in hot haste. On the 15th of September and 18th of August it is
said to be heary work—a wearisome affair, as seen in the tea-pot illustration,
this water cleansing ; on the 1st of August the engineer, after the carpeting,
thinks nothing of it, but goes away, and in just two days Cholera and water,
sets all to rights. Now what is wanted to be known 1s, if the sage aphor-
isms, the problem, and all were true on the 18th of August and 15th of
September, by what power on earth was the engineer enabled to do the feats
he did in direct contradiction on the 1st of August ?

These things are hard to understand, in fact they are impossible ; an
operation which is essentially slow in September, under the same conditions
could not be quick on the 1st of August ; and if there were nothing else in
the way, there remains no alternative but at once to put aside these inconsis-
tencies and contradictions, as having no part whatever in building up a true
theory of the ““ explosion” in the East of London,

Now what are the facts to explain this great change on, and following the
1st of August? The meteorology itself was changed, and with it all was
ehanged. The atmosphere was softened, the wind was shifted, and from a
long month E. and N.E., now veered round to the West; the temperature
fell ; from a drought of weeks in succession, moisture followed ; and on this
1st of August, gently at first, but day by day afterwards, rain fell, till at last
there was rain in abundance. See further on this matter in Table 1 of
Appendix,

These were the changes, and these alone, that “ stayed the plague;” and
but for these, all the engineering craft on the notable 1st of August would
have been in vain ; if anything had been attempted, which I wholly disbelieve,
and the mortality would have gone on till Christmas, in spite of all the re-
condite speculations of the Cholera detectives in the Strand and the West,

In the latter part of July, 1866, in the midst of the epidemic, when mens’
hearts were quailing with fear, while earnest in their duty, before the whole
Cholera Committee, the following conversation took place, which will be re-

* Ofthe three Commissions and Committees of Enquiry instituted for the purpose of ini

In ]iaﬂf the relationship of the water s-;lgplw Cholera, not one has attributed it to the water, without
ﬁ uding the filth and nuisances of the t as largely entering into the chain of causation.—Vide

rtof H i
Board of Works, Commons, Report on Water Supply, Heuse of Lords, and Report of Metropolitan
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