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In reviewing these statistics, one cannot be otherwise than
struck at the low mortality during the past year; in some
parts it has been specially marked, whilst its proportion to
other districts affords cause for congratulation.

But whilst we have every cause for thankfulness at the
improvement of the district so far, yet it must be remembered
that nearly one-fifth of the mortality has been occasioned by
preventable disease; we show only a slightly less proportional
mortality from this cause than the Metropolitan rate this year.

But this district is rendered by nature healthy; it is bounded
by open country ; its surface is of an undulating character, and
affords the greatest facilities for perfect drainage ; and it is in
most parts considerably elevated. Therefore, as a result of all
these natural advantages, we should be able to show a less pro-
portionate mortality from this particular class of disease; which
is well known and accepted to be most under the control of
sanitary science.

In August, 1866, “ The Sanitary Act” (29 and 30 Victoria,
chap. 30), was passed, an Act which conferred additional
power upon District Boards.

The Act is partly compulsory and partly permissive.

Of the permissive part of the Act, the 35th clause, the
Board has not yet availed itself.

This provides that in parishes or districts included within
the Act for the better Local Government of the Metropolis,
the Secretary of State, upon application of the nuisance
authority (the District Board), may empower them to make
regulations as to the following matters, viz. :—

1. For fixing the number of persons who may occupy a
house which is let in lodgings or occupied by more than one
family.

2. For the registration of houses thus occupied or let in
lodgings.

3. For the inspection of such houses and the keeping the
same in a wholesome and cleanly state.

4. For affording privy accommodation, and other appli-
ances and means of cleanliness in proportino to the number of
lodgings and occupiers, and the cleansing and ventilation
of the common passages and staircases.
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distriet their contents would percolate through the soil and
might contaminate adjacent wells.

These cesspools again are seldom veutilated, and the gaseous
products of decomposition are liable to find their way into
dwelling houses.

The ventilation of sewers also requires particular attention.

It is necessary that sewers should be ventilated ; otherwise,
whilst the present system of drainage exists, the gases formed
from their decomposing contents would be liable to find their
way into dwelling houses, especially when the atmosphere
within them is rarefied by heat.

But the offensive smell from these ventilating apertures is
often complained of, more especially in the higher portions of
the district, where, from the gases being lighter than atmos-
pheric air, they are more likely to exude.

In such cases charcoal ventilating boxes might be, and have
in some cases been, affixed; but if this were not sufficient, ven-
tilating pipes, or shafts, might be placed by the side of
buildings ; but in no case should the number of apertures be
diminished.

In the case of old drains no ventilation would be likely to
exist, and it is therefore of importance to remove all drainage
of this class.

As regards the drainage of the district. I am not aware
that any register exists which would accurately detail the
plan and method of drainage of every house in the district,
and some difficulty might arise in determining whether some
houses are efficiently drained. A ledgered list of all houses
or blocks of houses should be formed, with reference to a
numbered plan, from which it might be ascertained when, in
what manner, and into what receptacles houses are drained.

This would much facilitate the business of the Board, and
be of great advantage to its officers. '

The water supply of the district, although usually of good
quality, is only given every other day and not upon Sundays,
and is stored in receptacles which in some instances are
inadequate as to size, and in many instances are of an im-
proper character.
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ABSTRAQCT

OF THE PRINCIPAL SECTIONS OF

The Workshop Regulation Act, 1867,

Object and Extent of the Aet.

This Act is intended to extend the protection afforded by the
“Factory Acts Extension Act, 1867, so far as respects the regula-
tion of working in smaller establishments, the hours of Labour to
Children, Young Persons, and Women ; and further, to provide for
the use of a Fan, or other mechanical means, for preventing the
inhalation of Dust by Workmen in the processes of Grinding. The
Act applies to every room or place, whether in the open air or
under cover, in which any manual labour is exercised by way of
trade, or for the purposes of gain, in making any article, or in any way
adapting any article for sale; but not to any Factory or other place
subject to the jurisdiction of the Inspectors of Factories, nor to any
Bakehouse.

How Enforced.

It is the duty of the Board of Works for the Lewisham District to
enforce the provisions of the Act within their jurisdiction.

On complaint of any Officer of Health, Inspector of Nuisances, or
other Officer appointed by a Local Authority, or of any Superintendent
of Police, a Justice of the Peace may, by order under his hand, em-
power such complainant to enter a Workshop within forty-eight hours
from the date of such order, and to examine such Workshop, and any
person therein, touching the provisions of this Act, or of the Sanitary
Act, 1866.

Any person refusing admission to the Officer so empowered, or
obstructing him in the discharge of his duty, is liable to a penalty
not exceeding Twenty Pounds.

Every Inspector and Sub-Inspector has power to enter any Work-
shop, and examine the condition thereof, and the persons therein,
touching the provisions of this Act, or the Sanitary Act, 1866. Any
person obstructing such Inspector or Sub-Inspector is liable to a
penalty not exceeding Twenty Pounds.

Employment of Children under Thirteen Years of Age.

No Child under the age of eight years shall be employed in any
handicraft. No Child under the age of thirteen years shall be em-
ployed for more than six and a half hours in any one day, nor before
SIX a.m., nor after eight p.m. No Child under the age of eleven
%EE shall be employed in Grinding in the metal trades, or in Fustian

utting.

No ghild shall be employed in any handicraft on Sunday, or after
two o’clock on Saturday afternoon, except where not more than five










