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8
THE BOARD OF WORKS FOR THE LEWISHAM DISTRICT.

The Names and Addresses of the Members of the Board, and o '
their Officers, in June 1862.

{Hembersg. f

(b) Asport, Mr. Joux, Limes Grove, Lewisham.

(a) Anprews, Mr. Josian, Rushey Green, Lewisham.

(a) Arxins, Mr. CuArLEs, Rushey Green, Lewisham.

(a) BaeNary, Mr. Warter, Limes Villas, Lewisham.

(a) Barrerr, Mr. WiLLiam, Lower Sydenham.

(b) BeErcmam, Mr. James, Lewisham. |
(c) Brooker, Mr, James, Brockley Park, Sydenham. i
(b) Brown, Mr. Jonn, Ravensbourne Park, Lewisham.

(b) Crrrr, Mr. Epwarp, Lee Bridge, Lewisham.

(c) Curris, Mr. James, Sydenham.

(b) Damxers, Mr. James, Dulwich Road, Penge.

(b) Darkk, Mr. WirLiam, West Kent Park, g;denham.

(¢) DE 1A SALLE, Mr. Jas. THos., Sandwell Place, Lewisham.

(a) Doops, Mr. Hirr, North Cottage, Lewisham. |
(¢) Groves, Mr. Joun, Hither Green, Lewisham. !
(b) Hoarm, Mr. James, Catford Hill, Lewisham. 1.
(¢c) Horron, Mr. B., jun., Loampit Vale, Lewisham. '_
(a) Laxe, Mr. Wiriaym, Rushey Green, Lewisham. |
(b) Lyon, Mr. Joun Wesrt, Sydenham. j
(c) Rippinerow, Mr. StepHEN, Lewisham. it
(c) Smove, Mr. WitLiam SpENcEr, Osborne Place, Blackheath.
(a) Smrra, Mr. Bexsamin, Foy Cottage, Blackheath.

(b) Sournorx~, Mr. Stmox, Blackheath Hill, Blackheath.

(¢) Srancrr, Mr. Wum. W., Belvedere Road, Upper Norwood.
(¢) TarLey, Mr. Tromas, Lewisham.,

(a) WirLoveusy, Mr. Davip, Forest Hill.

(¢) Wricnt, Mr. War. Conserrr, Belvedere Road, Penge. ]

Officers, 3,
The Lonpoxn & W esrMINsTER Baxk, Treasurer and Banker.
Mr. O. C. T. EacrLEroN, Clerk. ﬂ

i
Dr. F. E. WiLkinsoxn, Sydenham Park, Sydenham, Medical Qﬁcﬂ‘-g
{
2

¥

Mr. W. H. TrevVERTON, Grove Place, Lewisham, Sewers Surveyor.

Mr. Joux Duncan, New Cross, Highways Surveyor and Inspector of
Nuisances.

Dffices.
Grove Place, Lewisham, near the Church.

Nore.—The Members having (a) prefixed to their names will go out of office by rotation

in June, 1863. Those having (b) so prefixed, in June, 1864, and those having
(¢) 80 prefixed, in J une, 1865, i
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RIVER RAVENSBOURNE.

TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE “ BOARD OF WORKS
FOR THE LEWISHAM DISTRICT.”
G ENTLEMEN,

We beg to present the following report upon the state of the Poole and Ravensho
rivers :—

Our first sample of water was taken from a tributary of the Poole just where it is.
crossed by the bridge in the Beckenham Road. The clear water had o distinet taste
and smell of sewage, and the bed of the river was covered with black sewage mud,
The stream was traced upwards for some distance along several meadows, but throughon £
was contaminated largely with sewage, :

Having noticed the second branch of the Poole at the Penge end of the Beckenham
Road, which presented a similar appearance to the first, we proceeded to the Green
Lanes, and examined the mouth of the culvert there dischar ing into this second |
branch : it was pouring out an amount of sewage apparently ﬂfﬂen or twenty times
greater than that of the stream water. There was an abundance of solid lumps of %
excrement floating about at thizjuneﬁon.

We took our second sample :
the bridge in Southend Lane. The bed of the stream was lined with sewage mud, and
the water had all the appearance of liquid sewage.

We next examined a third branch of the Poole, close to the Crystal Palace Company’s.
gas works at Sydenham, and running almost at right angles to them. This water smelt
strongly of sewage, but did not show nn{y evidence of contamination with gas refuse.

We next proceeded HIDIIE the course of the Poole to its outfall into the Ravensbourne,

The River Poole throughout the latter part of its extent, where it runs more or less
parallel to the railway, was in a most offensive condition, evolving bubbles of gas from
decomposition, and emitting a stench which could be recognized for a considerable distance.

We took our third sample of water from the River Ravensbourne, where it :
under the Railway Bridge, a little above the point at which it receives the outflow of
the Poole. The Ravensbourne was here pellucid, tasteless, and inodorous.

We took our fourth sample from the Ravensbourne at about 100 yards below its
junction with the Poole. The very tortuous character of the Ravensbourne at this
part of its course served to produce a complete mingling of the two streams,

The admixture of the Poole water effected a great deterioration in the appearance of the
Ravenshourne, which, however, became less marked as we proceeded downwards, ,

Our fifth sample was taken from the Ravensbourne immediately below Catford Mill
and Railway Station. All five samples of water were obtained from the surfaces of the

respective streams, with the least possible disturbance of mud. After filtration through
fine paper they yielded the following results :—

Grains per Imperial Gallon.

Total.  Mineral. Organic, Ammonia.
I Pooloat Beckenham Road Bridge . . 30.70 2680 g0 \ynpais.
II.  Poole at Southend Lane Bridge . - . 88.60 33.60  5.00 1.88
ITI. Ravensbourne in meadow at Railway Bridge 22.00 2040 1.60 0.00
1V. Ravensbourne after junction of Poole, . 2380 21.75 205  0.28
V. Ravensbourne beyond Catford Mill . 23.60 2160 2,00 —

The amount of ammonia may be taken to represent the degree of contamination with
animal organic matter. From our observations and experiments we draw the following
conclusions: —

The Poole water, as shown by its aﬁpuamnca and the results of its analysis, is almost
entirely liquid sewage; whilst the avenshourne, prior to the outflow of the Poole,
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REPORTS OF DR. WILKINSO

THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

. TO

THE BOARD OF WORKS FOR THE LEWISHAM DISTRICT

FROM APRIL, 1861, TO MARCH, 1862,

INCLUSIVE.
APRIL.
DISTRICTS. BIRTHS. DEATHS, [
Males. Females. Total. | Males, Females., Total. |
Blagkhaath . o a8 e 3 2 5
Lewisham ot 12 13 25 3 11 14
Union Workhouse . . . — — — 1 1 2
Sydenham . . . . . 13 14 27 4 4 8
Pen S A TR ) 7 12 1 1 2
N urﬁf Surrey Dis. School — — — 0 1 1
Watermen’s Asylum . . - — — 1 0 1
King Wm.’s Naval Asylum — — — 0 1 1
g Total Wt s TR 30 34 64 13 21 34
GENTLEMEN,

same as the average for the last six years, but taking into consideration the increase of
population during this time, the result shows g decided diminution in the average
number of deaths in the district. Five deaths have taken place from all causes in
Blackheath ; fourteen in Lewisham ; two in the Union Workhouse ; eight in 8
ham; two in Penge; one in the North Surrey Distriet School, Penge; one in
Waterman's Asﬂum, Penge; one in the Royal Naval Asylum, Penge.

Two deaths have taken place in the district from inflammation of the breathing

organs.
rg.[‘hraﬂ also from pulmonary consumption,

Three deaths have taken place from epidemic diseases, viz.—one from hooping cough
in Home's Dale, Lewisham, and two from diptheria, of which one took place in Lewis-
ham Park, and one in Silver Street, Lewisham,

A death took place from natural deeay at the age of 90, in Camden Cottages, Black-
heath, and one at the age of 89 in Lewisham. ~Besides these, four deaths took place
between the ages of 70 and 80,

The deaths of eleven children under 5 years of age are registered.

A groom died from an accident at the (;rystal Palace Station.

Of epidemic discases, hooping cough is still rather lpm-mlent,

The completion of the iron sewer under the Anerly Canal, suggests to my mind the

The mortality registered between the 23rd of March and the 20th of April, is the
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SYDENHAM-—
May 2. Male, 4 months, hooping cough, Sydenham,
»n 6. Male, 1 year, ditto, Sydenham,
» 6. Male, 4 years, ditto, Sydenham.

» 7. Male, 2 years, fever, Sydenham,
» 16. Female, 11 months, hooping cough, Forest Hill.
» 18. Female, 7 weeks, itto, Forest Vale.

Seven persons have died of consumption, and six from inflammation of the lungs.

Sewmﬁ;m of opthalmia have occurred at the North Surrey School.

A low form of fever is prevalent in Lewisham, and I have to call your attention
the great want of water supply in Lewisham, most especially in ﬁam
point which I brought under your notice more than twelye months ago, No draing
ean be complete without a su%ciunt supply of water, and I believe further, that t
fever which is now affecting many persons in a great measure depends upon the &
quality of the water; I have, therefore, again to request your order that a supy
may be obtainable in every house,

'ﬁm river, upon which many persons in its neighbourhood solely depend for the
water supply, has been drained off whilst repairs are being carried on, and the remainin
water and mud have been very offensive and unwholesome, .

In Price’s Buildings and the new houses at the back, a pump, hitherto sup _
have been supplied by a spring, appears to have been supplied by drainage from the river
at all events it has recently become in some way contaminated, and several persons ha
become affected with fever and diarrheea, in consequence of drinking this water. ]

At the Lodge, in Ravensbourne Park, two cases of typhoid fever have oceurred ;
wuteri'f of the pump well was found to be contaminated, and the supply was according
cut off. 7

It is of great importance to supply all these localities with good water.

At 2, Sandwell Place, the drains have been stopped up, and from their being ecarri
under the house, have been productive of serious inconvenience. |

A sewer in Willow Road, Sydenham (at the back of Mr. Plumley's premises) he
been burst for a month past, and has become a most offensive nuisance ; it require
immediate attention,

The offensive state of the ditch near the Anerly Station still requires attention,

The drainage also of the * City of London Tavern” requires carrying into the sewer
now immediately in front of it; at present it runs into the open di{crh{mg

The house No. 4, Carlton Villas, Sydenham Park, is in a most offensive state from.
open communication with the sewer, and requires immediate attention.

Meteorological tables and tables of mortality are appended as usual,

METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS.

Wnight of TEMPERATURE oF AIR,

air. Amount
Week | Barometer Ll Prevailing |Rainy | of rain -
ending | corrected, Mean of |  winds, days. in
Mean | Highest. | Lowest, daily inches.
inches. readings,
i’hlpril 27 29-840 61°3 26°8 44°3 N.E. 2 052
oy 4| 30036 | 640 | 299 | 463 |N.ENW.| 3 | 013
11 29-739 56-2 334 434 N.N.E. 2 1-13
18 30049 79 S37 al-9 N.E. 2 0:06
25 30009 80-2 390 a7+5 Variable. 1 050
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JULY.
DISTRICTS. BIRTHS. DEATHS.
Males. Females. Total. | Males. Females. Tota :

Blackheath . 3 3 (] 2 1
Lewisham . . . 8 9 17 3 2
Union Workhouse . - - — 0 2
Sydenham . . . 9 17 26 2 6 :
Penge 3 1 1 1 2 3

Total . BRERERE T 13 | o
GENTLEMEN,

During the month included between the 22nd of June and the 20th of July, fif
three births and twenty-one deaths have been recorded.

The mortality thus registered is much below that of the last six years; the avera
mortality being represented by twenty-seven.

Three deaths only have been registered from epidemic disease, namely—

June 28th, m&ing cough, Ravensbourne Park, Lewisham,
July 4th. Diptheria, Eastdown Park, Lewisham.
y»  9th. Typhus, Union Workhouse. :

The latter being a case brought from Bell Green, Sydenham, some weeks back. ;

Several uanaaais smallpox have occurred in Raglan Street, Sydenham, caught fro
a patient sent home into that locality with the disease. A washerwoman in w
house cases occurred, communicated it to a family in Park End, by means of ine
entrusted to her to wash,. '

Hooping cough is prevalent, but not to the same extent; scarlatina is also prevaler
in a small degree.

The npthalgeia mentioned in my last report as being endemic at the North Su
School has materially abated. :

Your attention is also directed to Mr. Whomes's houses in Silver Street, Lewisham
the inhabitants of which are suffering from want of drainage and water supply ; No. 1]
is in a dangerously filthy state,

Also to a large quantity of manure stored at Mr. Holford's, next to the Castle Inn
which is complained of as being an offensive nuisance ; such store should not be allowe
in immediate proximity to dwelling houses, _

Wells Terrace, Wells Road, Sydenham, requires immediate attention; very offensive
privies exist there, and have been before brought under your notice. It appears to me
that these ought to be drained into the existing sewer. 3

The analysis of the water of the Ravensbourne River is in progress, but it would be
more satisfactory to take the upiommjty of selecting some samples when the river i
less diluted with rainfall than it has been for some wecks.

METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS,

Weight of | TemPERATURE OF AIm. :
air. Thermometer. Amount
"ﬁ:;ael: Bammﬁetfr I - Prevailing | Rainy| of rain
endi corrected. ean o; inds. . i
"% | “Mean | Highest. | Lowest. | daily oy o iushan
inches. readings, '

June 29 | 29-609 77°0 49°8 60°1 8.W. 6 0-63
Jl.le" 6 29614 76:3 4187 597 INW. &B.W. 4 017
13 29-599 76'3 484 615 W. 4 1'05
20 29:574 753 488 613 8.W. 5 0-40

il |
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1st Oct. Female, 69, diarrheea, Dartmouth Row.
24th ,, Female, 35, fever, Bath place.
lst ,, Female, 69, diarrheea, Dartmouth Row.
In LewisHaM—
23rd Sept. Female, 5 weeks, diarrhoea, Lewis Grove.
18th Oct. Female, 2 months, diarrheea, Rushey Green.
22nd ,, Female, 19, fever, Lewisham.
In SypENHAM—
19th Sept. Female, 18 weeks, diarrhoea, Bell Green.
30th ,, Female, 87, diarrheea, Bell Green.
In Pexce—
3rd Oct. Male, 8 years, diptheria, Penge. :
The mortality from all causes has been principally at the extremes of infancy ar
old age. " }
Tillﬂ'u.!l,. fourteen deaths have occurred in those under 1 year; eight deaths in those
tween 60 and 70; five deaths in those between 70 and 80; and seven deaths in the
between 80 and 90 years of age. ..
An instance of the danger of meglecting sanitary precautions has occurred in £
house of Mr. Croxon, Forest Vale. I have reported several times to the Board i
offensive odours in this house.
The house was let furnished to a family consisting of five adults and five children,
The servants have been frequently attacked with sickness and febrile symptoms. Tl
tleman of the house had a severe attack of diptheritic sore throat; the lady of tl
ouse had a dangerous attack of typhoid fever; after this, as the house was unfit f
occupation, I recommended that as soon as the patients could be removed with safet
tth' should go to the sea-coast, and immediately upon their arrival at Eastbowne, th
children were attacked with measles. '
Several offensive untrapped gully holes exist in Dartmouth Park, and requin
attention, :
Meteorological tables and tables of mortality are appended as usual.

METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS.

Weight. of | TemMpeEraTURE OF AIR.
air, Amount
Week | Barometer Thaomauisien Prevailing | Rainy | of rain
ending | corrected. Mean of winds. days. in
Mean | Highest.| Lowest. | daily inches,
inches. readings.
Sept. 28 | 20459 | 66°4 | 37°7 | 53°8 S.W. 5 0'92
Oct. 6 29'816 740 48.3 593 Variable, 3 018
12 29:753 756 45.9 583 8. W. 3 066
19 29952 74'3 39.9 546 Variable. 1 001
26 29-826 G456 43.4 641 Variable. 4 0-21
NOVEMBER.
DISTRICTS. BIRTHS. DEATHS.
Males. Females. Total. | Males. Females. TﬁhL_
Blackheath . . . . . 7 3 10 3 3 s
Lewisham . . . . . 10 4 14 1 4 - 5
Union Workhouse . . . _ — =t 1 1 29
Sydenham . . . . . 10 8 18 8 4 12
Penga. ' v 4 sl e s 6 6 12 3 3 -
Royal Naval Asylum . o — — 0 1 13
North Surrey Dist. School —_ — — 0 1 13
o D l 33 21 54 I 16 17 33
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FEBRUARY.
DISTRICTS. BIRTHS. DEATHS.
Males. Females. Total. | Males. Females. .
Blackheath . 5 4 9 B 6 14
Lewisham Pl 8 5 13 5 1 )4
Union Workhouse . — — — 2 5 7
Sydenham : 12 12 24 4 13 17
LT - R s I 0 2 2 4 2 6
North Surrey School . — — —_ 1 1 2
Watermen's Asylum . —_ — — 3 1 4
Pobal s, e iy 25 23 48 27 3z 59

GENTLEMEN, .
I am sorry to have to report upon the unfavourable state of the publie health durin
the past four weeks,
orty-eight births, and fifty-nine deaths, have been registered in the district. 1
The number of deaths is the largest I have had to report to you, and is consi
derably above the average ; and for the first time since I have held the appointment ¢
officer of health, is in excess of the births. This is particularly observable in Penge
where two births and twelve deaths have been recorded.
Twelve deaths have taken place from epidemic disease, namely—
In BrackueaTn—
Female, 3 months, scarlet fever, Paragon Mews,
Female, 2 months, scarlet fever, Paragon Mews,
Male, 3 months, scarlet fever, Paragon Mews,
Female, 7 months, malignant scarlet fever, Dartmouth Terrace.
In Lewisaam—
Female, 1 year, diptheria, Southend.
Female, 13 years, diptheria, Southend.
Male, 5 months, measles, Regent Street.
In SypEnmAM—
Female, 2 months, hooping cough, West Kent Park.
Female, 4 weeks, hooping cough, West Kent Park.
Male, 4 months, hooping cough, Hamburg Place,
Female, 29 years, typhus fever, Peak Hill.
In Penge—
Female, 10 years, scarlet fever, North Surrey District School.
Although not all included in the Registrar's teturns for this week, I am informed
that five deaths have taken place from malignant diptheria in one family at Southend
rﬂﬂ_.i-ﬁ]'fh‘nt ath t,h; Tiger's Head Inn; and that several more cases have oceurred in this
neighbourhood.

t is about eighteen months ago that an epidemic of typhoid fever occurred in this
same locality, which affected upwards of fifty persons. |
I have examined the locality in which the above mentioned cases of diptheria have
oceurred ithe Tiger's Head Inn), and find that the house is dilapidated, and has
close smell about it. It is situated upon the brink of the river Ravensbourne, and a pri-
vate sewer opens into the river close to the house. The river is also offensive from
sewage contained in it. :
Paragon Mews I have before brought under your notice; three deaths have oceu
there from scarlet fever. Z
‘ Peak Hill, Sydenham, is without drainage; a case of typhus fever has occurred
ere.
West Kent Park is damp, and insufficiently drained, both as to surface drainage and
sewage, and abounds in cesspools, 4
I have already brought under your notice the bad state of the roads at the back of
t1ie Forester Inn, and Willow Road, Sydenham. Suffice it to say, that they are
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In SYpENHAM—
24th Feb, Hooping cough, West Kent Park.
28rd ,, Scarlatina, South Hill.
8th Mar. Urlecaria febrilis, Raglan Street.
In PengE—
Scarlatina, North Surrey School,

In Union WorkHOUSE— 1

19th Mar. Diarrheea, Union Workhouse,

Three deaths from diptheria are registered as having oceurred at Southend; thes
were mentioned in my last report, since which I have examined some water obtain
from the Ravensbourne at this loeality, and which many of the inhabitants use fi
domestic purposes; I find that it is lmi-%ely contaminated with vegetable and Anims
organic matter, and after standing for a few days becomes decomposed and very offen
sive. I consider this a dangerous supply for domestic purposes, and to have been
cause of the disease which has afflicted so many of the inhabitants of that district. 1
is important that water should be obtained from a less contaminated source, for whie
purpose wells might be sunk in the district, and no doubt a supply obtained.

Scarlatina has affected several of the children in the N Surrey School.

Two cases of hooping cough are also under treatment there.

The children affected with these diseases have been isolated, so as, as far as possible,
to prevent the spread of the disorder. i

Notwithstanding that a few cases of scarlatina have oceurred, I think that the distrie
as a whole is very healthy, and contrasts very favourably with the neigbourhoods round
London,

In a neighbouring parish, fever is prevalent and very fatal,

I have received a communication from the Committee of the Forest Hill Scho 3,
relative to the state of Chaplin Street (immediately opposite the ﬂnhml-houael, a sub-
Ject which T alluded to in my last report. This road, as well as that at the back of
Forester Inn, are in such a state of filth and decomposition from refuse vegetable
matter thrown upon the surface, that they are dangerous to the health of the nei rh-
bouring inhabitants,

The boundary ditch between the footpath and the North Surr Schools has been
and is most offensive from the sewage poured into it from two or ¢ houses above,
and the evil is increasing in intensity. About 100 yards of drain pipe from these houses
into the drain at Anerly park, would relieve this nuisance, _

This is particularly desirable at a time when an cpidemic is affecting some of the
children of the adjacent school. The Board of Management of the School have par-
ticularly requested me to urge this upon your attention. .

The inhabitants of Raglan Street [Sygunhnm}, are suffering from the ditch at
one end, and the undrained land with sewage on its surface; the Poor Law Medical
Officer represents the place as particularly unhealthy.

The roads in Hanover Street and Silver Street, Lewisham, are very filthy, and req
attention.

Meteorological tables and tables of mortality are appended.

METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS.

Weight of | TemeeraTURE oF Arn,
air. Thermometer. Amount
Week | Baromoter Prevailing | Rainy | of rain | &
ending | corrected. Mean of winds, days. in =
Mean | Highest. | Lowest. | daily inches, | ©
inches. readings.
Mar 1 29984 22"5 32°2 3774 E. 0 000 | 41
8 29-104 605 225 20.9 SW. 5 026 | 1'1
15 209-745 038 3856 44.9 |8.W. & N.E. 6 061 | 40
22 29°599 ol 4 323 39.2 N.E. ] 187 | 80
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DEATHS—CoNTINUVED.

CLASSES OF
DISEASE.

CAUSES OF DEATH.

AGES AT DEATH.

Under 1 sear.

Under 20.

30 and under 40,
40 and under 60.
60 and under 80,

Under 10.

80 and upwards.

Total,

III.
LOCAL
DISEASES.

(CONTINUED.)

Brought forward . .

ORDER 4.—Dhgestive Organs,

Gas‘ﬁtia L] L] - - L] Ll - -
TR I ol s i
Fordtondtie: . . . . & "4 =
Hernia (Ruptore) . . . .
Intussusception . . . . .
Diseaze of Gullet . .
Stomachk Discase, I]'G

Liver Disease, &ﬂ
Stricture of Gn].lu:

OnpER 3, — Urinary Organs.
huﬂ;m {Bnght's I.'I].ae;mn'_i A

E!'I ] -

Hepatitis . . S

& 8

ORDER ﬂ.-—ﬂrymaq,f Gwra—
fign.,

Ovarian Dropsy . . . . .
ORDER T.—0Organs of Loco=
Ot

Artheitia .~ G Tl
ORDER 8.—Integumentary

Systen.

BRlegroohl: -« o« o ' tnita
Skin Disease, §e. . . . . .
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DEVELOP-
MENTAL
DISEASES.

OnpeR 1,—Diseases of Chil-
diren.

Premature Births . . . .

Teething. . . . . I

ORDER 2.~ Discases nj ﬂt.d
Peop

L L1

Ol Age - el

ORDER 3,— Diseases t:;f.ﬂfutn-
tion.

Atrophy and Debility . .
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I
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V.
VIOLENT
DEATHS.

ORDER L—Aecidents or Neg-
ligence.

Fractures and Contusions
DOOWIIOg . « s s 4 4 9
Buffgeation . . . &« -

Not BFECIFIED . .
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