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they will be supported by public opinion in their efforts, although
the cost to the District has been so large. It had been the

ractice of the Board to burn all infected bedding, &ec., that
Ead been in use by patients suffering from small-pox and
other infectious diseases, but, owing to the difficulties ofien ex-
perienced in cases where it has been found impossible to burn
the articles in the yard or garden attached to the premises, by
reason or the near contiguity of the surrounding houses, and
having in view the danger incurred by the public when the
goods were conveyed through the public streets to some suitable
place for destruction, the Board, after inquiries and inspection
of the various apparatus in use at hospitals, workhouses, &e,,
determined upon having erected at the stone wharf, < Chan-
cellors,” a disinlecting chamber, of a similar character to one
they had seen in operation at Woolwich, and this work has
been carried out by Messrs. Rosser and Russell, of Queen’s
Wharf, Hammersmith, who have also supplied for use, with the
apparatus, an iron vehicle for the conveyance to and from
the Chamber of the bedding, &e. This vehicle is itself run
into the Chamber with its load of bedding, and the sides being

- opened, is there left, so that the vehicle, as well as the goods,

is disinfected with each load.

One of the most important difficulties of the Board, in
dealing with an outbreak of infectious diseases, is the difficulty
that exists of obtaining early information of individual cases,
and the Board has memorialized the Home Secretary upon
the subject, suggesting that Her Majesty’s Government should
obtain Ilegislative power, making it compulsory upon medical
practitioners and others to give notice to the Local authorities
of the outhreak of every case, so as to enable the Local
authorities to order the necessary precautions to be taken for
the proper isolation of each patient.

PROSECUTION OF WEST.

In connection with the subject of small-pox, the Board
report that it became their painful duty to prosecute a tradesman
('Fhumas West), who had been entrusted with orders to supply
to persons whose goods had been burnt, certain articles to
replace those destroyed. From the evidence given at his trial
it was proved that West had been systematically charging the
Board for goods which had not been delivered, and he was
sentenced to 18 months” imprisonment.

One of the Board’s officers (Clarence W. Keall), late In-
spector of Nuisances for the Parish of Fulham, it is presumed
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SCARLET FEVER

Of the 43 deaths vesulting from scarlet fever, 20 occurred in
the sub-district of St. Paul’s, and 23 in the parish of Fulbam.
My remarks as to the necessary isolation for the prevention of
siall.pox will equally apply to this disease. Very ineflectual
measures are, as a rule, adopted to prevent the spreaa of the
poison. It is quite an exception for us to obtain information
of a case except through the death returns.

FULHAM SMALL-POX HOSPITAL.

Several cases of small-pox have occurred in the immediate
neighbourhood ot the Fulham small-pox Hospital. The question
that has arisen is whether the disease has been propagated from
that institution. From all the enquiries that 1 have made, I
have been unable to obtain the slightest evidence which would
lead me to suppose that such was the case. I am of opinion
that although a more isolated situation would have been de-
sirable, in the absence of any evidence that the disease has
spread, there is no need for the slightest anxiety.

PIGGERIES,.

Many thousands of swine are kept in the District, and
nuwnerous reports have been brought before your Board on the
subject. 1tis beyond question that the Fulham district is not
a fit or proper place for the keeping of swine. The population
has now become so large that the airis required in as pure a
state as possible to ventilate human dwellings. Most of the
piggeries are withcut doubt a nuisance and injurious to health.
Your Board have already commenced steps for the abolition
of this evil. Itrust that the course adopted will be beneficial
to the District.

METEOROLOGY,

The low rate of mortality during the past year has been
mainly dependent upon the temperature of the first and last
three months, at which periods the greatest number of deaths
usually occur. The weather during the first quarter was re-
markable for an excessive rain fall, and comparative hiih
temperature, though there was very little sunshine throu
out that period, 4°35 inches of water fell in the month of


















