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muc/ has been productive in my special health department of the
good required of us.  Yet you must excuse my boldness if, as
your Officer of Health, I venture from time to time to point to
matters requiring either institution or reform on the score of
public health. With special reference then to the Fulham District
during 1872, it may be observed, that although Small Pox lin-
gered amongst us during the greater part of the year, no large
mortality prevailed therefrom. Twelve deaths only were regis-
tered as occuring within the area of the Fulham District, but I
have to remind you that under the power given to me by your
Board, several cases were promptly removed during the year to
the Small Pox Hospital at Highgate, and others by the Union
authorities to the Stockwell or other Asylum Hospitals. Fulham
appeared to offer a nidus for this complaint greater than Ham-
mersmith, probably from its closer contact with the more thickly
peopled parts of Chelsea, and the greater intermingling of its
population, and more probably by its more facile river communi-
cation wtih infected parts.

Be this as it may, the measures adopted by the authority of
your Board seemed to give a decided check to the spreading of
the decease, from which we may now pronounce ourselves posi-
tively free. I have to ask the continuance of your authority to
remove any case of this disorder which may occur, and so prevent
the spread of it amongst us if necessary. During the prevalence
of the recent epidemic, I believe the prompt removal of cases to
Hospital has been productive of incalculable good in checking
its progress, and I trust the power thus conferred upon me has
been exercised with discretion and to your satisfaction.

The necessity and propriety of thus acting is not confined to
Small Box alone. It applies to Epidemic disease in general, but
more particularly further to Fevers and Cholera. It will be in
your remembrance how much I have from year to year urged
the necessity of some local Hospital accommodation for cases of
this kind. The wards of the West London in common with all
other general Hospitals are closed against contagious Fevers, and
the Secretary of that excellent institution has been occasionally
sorely puzzled in carrying out that wise provision. IHospital
accommodation here then for cases of this kind we have none,
but the London Fever Hospitals are available to our use under
ordinary circumstances, and to one or other of these I desire
your general authority for the removal of cascs where desirable
and practicable. But even the wards of these are not invariably
available, for under extensive out-breaks of Fever they have been
found full and overflowing.

For any invasion of Cholera we are utterly unprovided in
this respect as far as the public outside the class of paupers are

concerned.
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Reverting again to our sanitary condition, it is worthy of re-
mark that the cottage property of our District has been brought
into a considerable better state than formerly. It is true that
much remains too old and dilapidated for perfect reformation,
but the greater portion is now supplied both with water and
drainage, and under the orders of your Sanitary Committee all
will be gradually brought within this salutary condition.

Much, however, as may have been the trouble and difficulty
of raising the older property out of the mire, there is much of the
new which threatens to be equally obnoxious. ‘The speculative
building in many parts of Fulham Fields is much to be repre-
hended and discouraged. I need only refer as an example to
what is generally styled “ Fulham New Town,” a locality where
the basements of the houses have been built below any available
sewerage, and which has’ led to constant floodings of cesspool
matter to the great danger of the public health. The neighbour-
hood of Wellington Road at Sands End, where a large number
of small houses have been built, is literally without drainage.

When shall we have a Building Act which will render such
a state of things as this impossible ?

Of open ditches there still remains one in our' very midst,
“ the Black Bull Ditch” an opprobrium and a blot upon our
cscutcheon.  The continued drainage of several large Piggeries
into this, renders its condition at times filthy beyond description,
Indeed, seldom can it be said of it, that it does not teem with
noxious exhalations.

The Creek at Hammersmith, though much improved by the
recent effort of the Metropolitan Board, is still a most objection-
able receptacle of filth, and needs further remedy.

Taking hence a retrospect of the past, there are many members
on your Board who will remember the open sewer, with all its abo-
minations, stretching northward from this spot to the confines of
the Parish at East Acton. This formed a type of our drainage
system some twenty years ago, now happily obliterated for ever
and closed from sight. ;

With the exception of Small Pox, which, as 1 have said,
lingered slightly up to the close of the year, campaﬂtwely little
sickness prevailed amongst us. Zymotic diseases could not be
said to have even their usual sway. Fevers of every type con-
tributed only 50 to our mortality, whilst deaths from Diarrhcea
were certainly not above the average.

No locality within the District has been specially affected
with sickness during the entire year, neither has there been any
outbreak of Fever traceable to defective drainage or water supply.

Several cases of overcrowding in dwelling houses have been
detected by the Inspectors, and thesc have speedily been reme-
died by the ordinary notices.
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I have thc honor to be,
Tentlemen,

Your faithful Ser

FREDX ]J. BURGE,

Medical O of Health.

Hammersmith,
22nd Oct., 1873.















