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Abstract of Contracts entered into by the Board

during the year.

Messrs. Long and Lockhurst, for the supply of the best gray flints, at

Mr,

Mr,

Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
M.
My

I#.'Ir.

s. per cube yard.

Gale, for the removal of dust, ashes, &e. from the several houses,
yards, and premises, in the Parish of Hammersmith, for twelve
months, the Board paying him £350 per annum,

Gay, for the removal of dust, ashes, &ec. from the several houses,
yards, and premises, in the Parish of Fulham, for twelve months,
the Board paying him £300 per annum,

Churchman, for printing and stationery, at certain prices set forth
in the schedule, and embodied in the contract.

Spittle, for the removal of slop and road rubbish for Fulham, £410
per annum.

Gay, for ditto, ditto, for south division of Hammersmith, £250 per
AnnuIm.

Axton, for ditto, ditto, for north side of Hammersmith, £340 per
annuim.

Gay, for road watering the south side of Hammersmith, £235 for
the season.

Gay, for road watering the north side of Hammersmith, £360 for
the same season.

. Serff, for road watering the Parish of Fulham, £340 for the same
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SIXTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH.

&

TO THE BOARD OF WORKS, FULHAM DISTRICT,

Gentlemen,

The various Reports which I had the honor of presenting to you
from time to time last year, during the Small Pox epidemice, have almost
exhausted the history of our Sanitary condition for that year.

With the exception of Small Pox, no Zymotic disease held SWay
in the Fulham District in 1871 ; indeed, even with the 64 deaths as
registered arising from the former, the total number of deaths from the
Zymotic class of diseases did not exceed the average of the last three
years. Ascompared with 1870, the deaths from Measles were 26 against
46 in that year; and from Scarlet Fever, only 33 against 136 in 1870 ;
whilst the mortality from other forms of fever did not exceed the average
of the last three years, even with our yearly increasing population. It
will, indeed, be a point of some importance to observe during the next
few years the effects of increased density of population on our general
Sanitary condition.

According to the Registrar-General, *the decennial increase of
population in the whole of London, which had been 21.2 and 18.7 per
cent. in the two decades, 1841-51 and 1851-61, further declined to 16.1
per cent. between 1861-71. In the central group of districts—including,
besides the City, St. Giles’s, Strand, and IHolborn—the population had
decreased 12.8 per cent. between 1861-71 ; while the increase was 11.9
in the East, 21.6 in the North, 22.5 in the West, and 25.2 in the South
groups of districts. It is but natural that the increase of population
should be largest where the density of population iz smallest, that is,
where there still exists most land still uncovered with buildings. We
may, therefore, fairly expect that the largest increase during the present
decade will occur in Hammersmith and Fulham in the West, Hampstead
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in the North, and in Norwood, Wandsworth, Putney, Streatham,
Dulwich, Eltham, Lewisham, and Charlton, in the South group of
districts. In each of these sub-districts, the number of persons
enumerated to an acre in 1871, showed that a considerable portion of
their area still remains to be built over.”

It may, consequently, be calculated that during the current decennial
period, the increase of inhabitants in the Fulham District may be expected
almost to rival Battersea in the last, where, between 1861 and 1871, the
population of that sub-district rose from 19,600 in the former year, to
54,016 in the latter.

The actual increase of people in this District during 1871, by the
excess of births over deaths alone, was nearly one thousand; future
immigration will do the rest.

The chief feature affecting the Sanitary condition of our District,
during the past year, has been the outbreak of Small Pox, before
mentioned. Probably no outbreak of Epidemic disease amongst us since
the existence of your Board, save that of Asiatic Cholera, has carried
with it so much importance as that through which we passed in 1871,
Small Pox in years long gone by was looked upon as almost one of the
essential trials of infantine, or at any rate, of early life, The immortal
Jenner pioneered the way, midst worlds of opposition, to show this not
to be a necessity., Sanitary Science and BSanitary Laws may not
improperly be said to date from his triumphant discovery of Vaccination.
It was his now world-wide spread mandates on the efficacy of Vaccination,
as prophylactic against Small Pox, which may be considered to have
taken the first hold upon the public mind, in self-preservation against a
common enemy to life and health. Amidst all the confusion and turmoil
of private feelings and interests, the great doctrine of that great man
stole steadily upon public approbation, and for awhile Small Pox was
stayed, indeed, might almost be said to have died out in Britain; but in
a false feeling of security, from lapse of time, Jenner’s laws have been
annihilated, and Small Pox once more has become rampant. It is un-
necessary for me to occupy your attention further on this point, since my
views upon it have been so recently laid before you ; but I would most
earnestly repeat my opinion, that nothing short of a National or Par-
liamentary enquiry into the prophylactic efficacy of the Vaccine Lymph
now wsed in this country, will suffice to preserve to us, with anything
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like security, the inestimable boon of Jenner’s labors, That the Vaccine
Lymph of several years past has lost, at any rate, some of its protective
power, is most unmistakeably shown by the statistics of the recent
epidemic. It would be wild to attempt to show that Vaccination, even
in its present effects, does not accomplish considerable good; but the
question I have in view is, does it accomplish in 1872 what was predicted
or what we have expected from it ? A return which I have before me,
shows that out of 13,984,832 Births registered in England and Wales,
in the 20 years—1852 to 1871, inclusive, about 71 per cent. were
returned as successfully, or, what is termed successfully, vaccinated ; and
yet Small Pox has killed 7876 persons, of all ages, in London alone,
during 1871,

A further proof of the inefficiency of the present system of
Vaccination, is given by Dr. McCaxy, the Medical Superintendent of
the Stockwell Small-Pox Hospital. In his first Annual Report, recently
published, he says—* In some of the Cases I have entered in the Tables
as having been Vaccinated, I feel great doubt whether the operation had
been properly performed. Wherever a mark was clearly discernable on
the arm, and was reported by the Patient himself, or his relatives, as
having been the result of Vaccination, I have assumed that such was the
case; but, the mark was often so faint, and possessed of so few or none
of the characteristics which belong to a successful vaccination cicatrix,
that I am inclined to think the operation is very often inadequately
performed, and that a large number of those presented at our Hospitals
¢ a3 vaccinated cases’ were not protected at all.” Again—*“1I feel con-
vinced that not more than 20 per cent. of all the cases admitted into the
Hospital, bore cicatrices of Vaccination undoubtedly genuine.” Can we
wonder that Small Pox continues ?

The total mortality of the Fulham District in 1871, was 1443, and
of this number, 397 deaths arose in children under 1 year of age, and
306 in persons of 60 years and upwards ; or unitedly, nearly 50 per cent.
of the whole of the deaths.

The number of deaths from Small Pox was 64, from Measles 26,
Scarlet Fever 33, Diptheria 7, Whooping Cough 40, Fever of various
types 35, and Diarrhaea 76. The number of deaths in Public I[nstitutions
was 97, and the number of Inquests 73.

The number of Births registered during the year was 2343,
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