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public at large, for though in sanitary returns it is from year to year
nently referred to, both as regards town and rural districts, neit]
legislature nor the puuple scem alive to its growing importance tnthin
No one seems willing to look at this subject with more than passing
or to calculate even the money loss which such an avoidable sacrifice
entails. I have in almost all my annual Reports drawn attention
general condition of the infant pnpulatmn of the cottage homes wiltl
Fulham district, and I cannot omit again to say that something sho
done by public effort to palliate the wretched and neglected state in w
many hundred children may at any time be found amongst us. 1 wou
nestly and especially entreat the watchfulness of our clergy of all denomi
to this subject, and urge them to seek for the early training of these
little ones, before the seeds of vice and sickness and future misery, has
to germinate. 'There is in both these parishes full scope for the most
energy in this direction. 1t has its sanitary as well as its moral aspec
dirt and filth in which the houses of the poor are sometimes found,
many instances directly consequent on the neglected and unguarded st
which these wretched children exist from day today. 'Totally uncared
their parents, and with no friendly arm stretched out to help them, the;
in destructiveness and filthy habits, of which Wheatsheaf Alley and
similar spots offer too constant evidence.

The number of Births registered in the year have been 1461 ; ir
mersmith 820, in Fulham 641, giving an excessof births over deaths ol
61 deaths have oceurred in the Union House, 47 in Roman Catholie I
tions, 11 in Alms Houses, and 11 in Lunatic Asylums. 63 lnquests
been held. '

In the early part of the year, Fever prevailed in Willow Place an
neighbourhood of Munden Street, where 8 deaths oceurred. There d
appear to be any direct cause for the outbreak, though I am of opinior
the soil on which the houses of the lower nlasaes in this 1mmedla.t-el alil
built, is not of the most wholesome character. This is [ am cony
frequent source of sickness where no other evident cause is manifested. 1
frequently in my Reports, referred to the practice of excavating for b
earth on ground intended for building purposes, and of the filling in with =
of any kind that can be obtained either cheap or without cost to the bu
The settling of Fever in many spots continually, ecan in my opinion b-e-
traced to this cause, and hence the difficulty of fully eradicating such dis
from them by the ordinary sanitary measures Emanations the res
gradual and continuous decomposition sap the health of the inhabitants
sure and unerring steps. The removal of the clay is not without its advz
but these are more than counterbalanced by the pernicious mﬂuﬂnm
Scavenger's Cﬂ.rt- and that objectionable but too common notice, * Rubbis|
be shot here”. I am so deeply impressed with the :mpomnna of this si
to the public hua]th that I am constrained again to draw attention to 1t.

In the latter part of 1864 Small Pox was prevalent to a very conside
extent in the adjoining Parish of Chiswick, as was more or less to b
pected from its proximity, the disease eve.ntually spread to the Western
of Hammersmith, 3 deaths occurring in December from it. Several
the disease have murred-mnna, though the mortality has not been set
As usual unvaccinated persons have been the means of l?mldmgtho T
in different localities, from their increased susceptibility to
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cry amongst the Cottagers is still for Water, Water, without which al
sanitary appliances are at the best abortive, without which in amj
continuous flow, no community can be preserved in healthfulness, |
essential will depend the perfect working of our deep and costly Sew:
this alone will hang success in minor drainage matters.  Water, that f
most important element of health and cleanliness, exists in name alone in
of our cottage property here, and consequently neither purity of person
dwelling can be ensured. 1 would therefore again respectfully urg
Board to memorialize the Government in pressing terms, for amendmen
laws on this all important question, as well as for other alterations in the
tary Statutes, to which I have more than once alluded in my previous Rep

I deem it a matter of some importance to draw the attention of your
to a late decision of Vice-Chancellor Sir W. P. Wood, in the cause of
Attorney General at the relation of the Conservators of the River Thames,
Mayor, Aldermen, & Corporation of Kingstonon Thames,” as one vitally aff
the future purity of the water of that river, at the point from the neighbot
of which the Metropolitan supply is obtained, as well as to the influence
have on its condition, when the rapidly increasing sewage of various larg
growing towns higher up its course, shall in like manner be poured intc

The Slaughter-houses and Cow-sheds in the District have been regi
inspected, and are generally in an improved and satisfactory eondition,
Bake-houses have also been visited from time to time, and much improv
in their general management has been effected under the Bake-house Re
tion Act. The provisions of this Statute have proved most acceptable
beneficial to the journeymen bakers, and with one or two exceptions
Masters have shown a willingness to acquiesce in its requirements. A
rooted custom in the trade of carrying on the manufaeture of bread durin
night, requires time to eradicate, but it is much to be hoped that a s
which has worked so much unnecessary misery and disease in a hard-wo
class of the community, will eventually give way to enlightenment
humanity. Indeed there is no injustice to any one in the effort to accom
an improvement in the condition of the journeyman baker. The inspe
and supervision of the Bake-houses carries with it no more hardship thar
attending the control of the Slaughter-houses and Cow-houses, or the vis
the Exciseman on behalf of the Revenue ; neither is there any unjust
ference with the liberty of the subject, for although every man is presum
have a right to do what he likes with his own which is not morally wrony, n
the freedom of one nor even of many classes is consistent with a manife
palpable iujury to another. The Factory Act has oppressed no one, bu
worked a wonderful good ; a temperate carrying out of the Bake-!
Regulation Act will not be without results.

It may not be an unfitting occasion here to draw the attention of
Board to what has always been an opprobrium to Hammersmith. Not
standing all the improvements in the local Sewerage already effecte
proposed for future accomplishment, nothing as far as I am aware is cc
plated for the abelition of one of the most flagrant public nuisances ex
in the district. The late Commissioners of Sewers constructed the Albion
Sewer some ten years since, leaving the Creek intact. The present Metrop
Board have completed the Western i ting Sewer at this point, bt
Creck remains in all its filthiness and unwholesomeness, pouring silent
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