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the body. 'That is to say, the jury, accompanied by the
Coroner’s officer, proceed to the room where the corpse
lies, and inspect it. Now, this view is a relic of olden
times, when skilled evidence of the cause of death was
not usually forthcoming, and an inspection of the body
was, in many cases, the only means by which a jury
could arrive at their verdict, how the deceased person
came by his death. In the present day, with medical
evidence available, such view is entirely unneces-
sary, and is, moreover, not devoid of certain grave disad-
vantages. In the first place, it is repulsive, and often
dangerous, since the subject of the inquest may have
died of some contagious disorder ; and, secondly, it is
usual, in order to save the time of the Coroner and jury,
to hold the inquest at the public house nearest to the
place where the dead body lies, as the Coroner has
only power to order the removal of bodies to the
public mortuary when a post-mortem examination is
requisite in order to ascertain the cause of death.

The Jury are usually summoned to be present some
little time before the Coroner is expected, and while
waiting for him they hang about the bar of the public
house, and are under great temptation to pass away
the time by taking *“friendly glasses” with each other.
Should the Coroner be late (for it is utterly impossible
to accurately gauge the time each inquest will take,
and there are frequently several held upon the same day,
at places widely remote), idleness and opportunity will
probably cause the friendly glass to be repeated, and,
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by the time the enquiry commences, some members of
the jury may be none the clearer as to intellect for the
process,

Now, were this view of the body—this relic of
barbarism—dispensed with, the attendant abuses above
referred to would be avoided. The inquest could be
held in a suitable court-room provided in each parish,
the ends of justice would be materially expedited, and
the Coroner’s court would gain in dignity by the
change. Take, for instance, the case of a woman who
has neglected her child, and thereby contributed in
any way to its death : the evidence may not be
sufficiently strong for the jury to bring in a verdict of
manslaughter, still they feel that the case should not be
passed over in silence, and accordingly they append a
vote of censure to their verdiet, and the mother is
recalled to receive the solemn words of censure and
warning from the lips of the Coroner. Now, the im-
pression made would probably be much greater, and
more lasting, if the surroundings of the court were such
as to harmonize with its dignity, instead of being those
of a public-house parlour reeking with the fumes of
tobacco-smoke and beer.

In this parish inquests could be held in the Vestry-
hall, a large, handsome room, eminently suitable for the
purpose, and as the Coroner is empowered to order a
sum of money to be paid for the use of a proper room,

such payment would amply cover the expenses of
cleaning and rearranging the hall after the closing of
the court.
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POPULATION.

As yearly vital statistics take for their basis the
numbers of the population actually existent, it is of the
utmost importance that a correct estimate of the in-
crease of the population since the last census should be
formed for each year intervening between the two
periods ; such estimate must take into account not only
the growth of the population by the excess of the births
over the deaths, but also the fluctuation produced by
emigration and immigration.

On the Continent, where the increase of the popula-
tion is nothing like so rapid as in this country, the
census ig taken every five years; but in England, un-
fortunately, this troublesome, though very necessary
enumeration is made only once in ten years; the last
occasion upon which this was done was March, 1871,

The actual density of the population is continually
increasing. A great deal of new building is going on
in the outskirts of London, but in this distriet, as
nearly all the available ground is covered, building

really means rebuilding so as to house greater numbers
than before.

By the operations of the Metropolitan Board of
Works, the Industrial Dwellings Company, and the
owners of the Wilmot Square Estate, considerable
spaces of ground, formerly covered with dwellings, in
many instances each having a considerable space of
garden ground, have been cleared away, and the vacant
land is, or will be soon, occupied with huge barrack-
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census for each year that has elapsed since the last
census ; and a fortieth of that difference for each odd
quarter,”” A similar planis given in Wilson’s Handbook

Population in Bethnal Greenin 1871 was 120,104
. - in 1861 was 105,100

15,004 = 10==1500"4 representing
the yearly increase,
Seven and a quarter times this yearly increase—

10,8779, which added to the 1871 population would
represent the estimate for the middle of 1878 at
130,989,

In past reports it has been my custom, and that of
many of my colleagues, to work by the plan given
above, but I now believe I have been underestimating
my population for the want of knowing better ; my at-
tention was first drawn to the matter by a very able
article in the Sanifary Record for March 28th, 1879.
The writer, after describing the plan attributed to the
Registrar-General by the authors of the manuals pre-
viously mentioned, points out that the Registrar-
Greneral’s plan assumes that the rafe of increase, not the
actual increase, of population in a town will be the same
during a current decade as that which occurred in the
preceding decade. It wouldinvolve an obvious fallacy
to assume that the actual average annual increase of
population during the present decade will not be
greater than 1t was in the preceding one ; this would be
to ignore the well known law that the rate of increase
is geometrical, and not merely arithmetical. Population,
like capital when the interest is re-invested, increases
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by compound instead of by simple interest only. In-
stead of taking the difference between the population
enumerated in 1861 and 1871, the difference between
the logarithms of those numbers affords the true method
for ascertaining the rafe of inerease. The article
concludes with the following paragraph :—

‘Tt is scarcely necessary to repeat in conclusion that
in an increasing population each year's increase is larger
than that of the preceding year, and that any method
of calculation which assumes that the annual increase
throughout a decade is equal must be fallacious. The
calculation of the true annual rate of increase, which
is so simple by logarithms, would cover acres of paper
by common arithmetic ; this will be apparent to anyone
who realises the fact that the annual rate is the tenth
root of the rate of increase in ten years.”

Now, as before stated, the population of Bethnal
Green in 1871 was 120,104, and in 1861 105,100, the
logarithms of these two numbers respectively are
6507955674 and 50216030, the difference between them
18 0679644, which is the logarithm of the rate of in-
crease of population during the ten years 1861 to 1871.
Seven-tenths and a fortieth of this logarithm (for the
gseven and a quarter years since the 1871 census)

amounts to 04201694, and this, added to the logarithm
of the population in 1871, amounts to 512157444,
which 1s the logarithm of the population in the middle
of 1878, and the number to which is 132,304.
Strictly according tothe Registrar-General’s plan this
would be the estimate of the population for Bethnal
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DEATHS.

The number of deaths registered during the year
1878 has been 2951, against 2886 last year, but out of
this number 164 were strangers ; that is to say, that
though dying either in the Park Hospital, the Work-
house, or the Bethnall House Asylum, they were non-
residents who had been removed for treatment into
these institutions from other parts of the country; they
are, therefore, deducted from the total number of deaths.
But as all over London there are numerous Hospitals
in which, undoubtedly, inhabitants of Bethnal Green
die, we must ascertain our share of these deaths and
add them on. Now, it would be almost impossible, each
year, to search the books of the various metropolitan
public institutions for the purpose of ascertaining the
previous residence of every person dying within their
walls ; but we know, from published returns, that in
the year 1878 15,381 persons did die in the hospitals
of London, and this gives an hospital death rate
of 42 per thousand population, at which rate
our proportion would be 554, As only 301
inhabitants of Bethnal Green died in the Hospitals
within our boundaries, 253, the difference between
this number and 554, may be fairly added on to our

deaths, raising the total to 3040, against 2981 in the
previous year; the births during the like period were
5195 against 5169 in 1877—the excess of the births
over the deaths being 25 less in 1878 than it was in
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1879. The births and deaths are tabulated below :—

TABLE B.
1877. ‘ 1878.
Estimated population in the I
middle of the year. 120,600 | 132,000
Total Births ., ceccsses - ol e ol et
Total Deathn ... ... casensvins) 2,989 | 3,040
Excess of Births over Deaths,| |
shewing the natural increase
of the population. 2,180 . 2,155

ANNUAL DEATH RATE.

(Calculating from the figures in the preceding table,
we get an annual death rate for the year 1878 of 230
per thousand, against a precisely similar rate last year,
the corresponding rate for all London being 219 in
1877 and 235 in 1878. The subjoined table compares
the mortality rates for this parish and for all London
by quarters ; the quarterly rate for Bethnal Green is
calculated by multiplying the number of deaths by 4,
and adding on a relative proportion of the extra
parochial hospital deaths :—

TABLE C,

I London. | Bethnal Green

March Quarter

......... 256 2807
June s sumempns . 225 2100
September,, .......: 22°1 2210
December ,, 1 2413
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This death rate of only 23-0 per thousand, though
no diminution of that for last year, is a matter for
considerable congratulation, as it is 05 per thousand
less than the general metropolitan rate, which, owing
to the fearfully inclement winter, was very much
beyond that of the previous year; the rates in the
metropolitan districts were as follows:—21°6 in the
West districts, 22.3 in the North, 249 in the Central,
24+9 in the East, and 242 in the South.

BIRTHS AND BIRTH RATE.

5195 Children were born in the parish during the
year, a rate of 39'3 per thousand population, the cor-
responding rate for the whole of London being 362,
a difference in our favour of 3-1.

MARRIAGES.

1219 couples were united in matrimony in Bethnal
Gireen during the yeur, a marriage rate of 18'4 persons
married to one thousand persons living. This isan
exceptionally low rate, and is, I suppose, accounted
for by the great depression to which trade has been
subjected during the past year.

DEATHS OF INFANTS.

Though 5,125 children were born during the year,
only 4,408 survived, 787 having died before attaining
the age of one year, giving a rate of 1457 per thousand
births, 266 per thousand deaths, or 5'7 per thousand
population ; that is to say, out of every seven children
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brought into the world only six live to the age of one
year ; and though this looks a very high mortality, it
contrasts favourably with the corresponding rate for the
whole of London, which was 164 per thousand births.
The greatest number of deaths were from Atrophy 147,
—Convulsions 109,—DBronchitis 74,—Pneumonia 84,
—Pertussis 64,—Tabes Mesenterica 51,—Premature
Birth 48,—Diarrhwa 40,—Suffocation 39.

DEATHS OF YOUNG CHILDREN.
{ Under 5 years of age.)

Out of the 2,951 deaths registered in this distriet,
1443—48-8 per cent., or very nearly half, were those of
young childven under the age of five years.

Now, the deaths of young children are considered
by authorities to be a very good index of the sanitary
condition of a district ; but, as pointed out in a leading
article in the Sanitary Record for December 20th, 1878
(which was a review of my last report), a death
rate calculated on the estimated population at «ll
ages is utterly unscientific and worthless. I have,
therefore estimated a population of young children for
1878 in this district, and fix the number at 19,939,
The plan I have adopted in forming my estimate is
that recommended in the article previously referred to,
and 1s to assume that the proportion of young children
to persons older than five years remains the same that
it did when the census was taken in 1871, at which
time there were 18,142 children under five years,
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vehemently maintain that the patient has been vac-
cinated. s

The following table shews the age distribution of
the fatal cases in this parish.

TABLE G,
i u—111—2i2—ﬁ' 5-15'15_95'25#40! Over | Total.
Agei— rn.u::ths.,l | ! i 40
n 2| 2| 2 | 12
Not stated .... 0 1 0| 2 2 2 3
Vaceinated .| 0 | 0| 1| 0f 1| ol 04 07} 8
Not Vaccinated] 1 a ‘ 1] 1 3 0 0
- B | I #
Totals....| 1 3 | 2|/8| 6| 12 1| 3 2
| |

I cannot refrain from asserting that it is my opinion
that our comparative immunity from Small Pox 1s
owing to the well known efficiency of our public
Vaccinators, Messrs. Smart and Welch ; for though
undoubtedly numbers of cases pass through the hands
of private practitioners, yet in the great majority of
instances these two gentlemen perform the operation,
and for this reason, combined with the energetic manner
in which our Vaceination Officer, Mr. Winter, discovers

and brings to book defaulters, we have fewer cases of
Small Pox than might be expected.

Isolation, too, has been pretty thoroughly carried out,
the greater portion of the cases having been removed
almost as soon as discovered. Unfortunately, however,in
Hope Street, one or two persons declined to submit to
removal, with the result of rapidly spreading the
disease to the neighbouring houses. I regret to say






22

FEVER.
(Decennial average 67°7).

The three different kinds of Fever caused 36 deaths,
26 of these were Fnteric, 5 Typhus, and 5 simple ; 16
other cases occurred amongst patients removed from
this parish to the Asylums Board hospitals, but I
have no information as to what kind of fever they
were suffering from ; the total number of deaths,
including the Hospital cases, was 51, three more than
last year. I must state that one other case was cer-
tified as “Typhus three days, Disease of Uterus
some months.” I am of opinion, from ecircumstances
which came to my knowledge, that the case was one
of advanced Cancer in the Womb, sinking into a
Typhus-like condition during the last few days of her
life.

WHOOPING COUGH.
(Decennial average 113).

Whooping Cough was extremely fatal, and caused
the greatest mortality amongst diseases of the Zymotic
Class : the number of deaths was 192, more than six
per cent. of the total deaths from all causes, a greater
number than in any single year of which I have a
record. This disease is most peculiar in its contagion,
It seems to be readily communicated to other children
within hearing of the affected ome. It is mostly a
children’s disorder, and when prevalent it is a common
thing, upon entering a train or omnibus full of people, to
hear the characteristic cough and whoop from some child
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an attack of Rheumatism, which though not of itself
very often fatal, yet mortally maims many.

Lrysipelas caused seven deaths, four of which were
those of young children; only one death was certified
as Puerperal Fever, though twelve were credited to
Child-birth.

ExtaETIC DIseases.—Privation caused one death,
but as the case was the subject of an inquest in which
the jury returned a verdict of wilful murder, I have
placed it amongst the violent deaths; Wanf of Breast
Milk was the cause of eleven deaths y Alcoholism of
eight, five being cases of Delirium Tremens.

In several instances, however, where the deaths were
the subject of enquiry by the Coroner, the fatal termi-
nation was, in the opinion of the jury, accelerated by

drink,

CONSTITUTIONAL DISEASE.

606 deaths were credited to this class, which includes
two orders, DiaruEric and TUBERCULAR. Cancer caused
490 deaths, most of them of middle aged persons ; Mor-
tification nine, three of which were Senile Gangrene ;
one Noma Pudendi ; the other five were cases of Gan-
grene of the abdominal walls in infants, commencing at
the umbilicus, a form of disease which has its analogue
in the ““navel ill of the lower animals,  Gou# caused
five deaths, and Dropsy fourteen.

TuBERCULAR DiIsessEs were accountable for 423
deaths, of which no loss than 372 were from Pulmonary
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Phthisis alone, In this number of deaths, however,
are included those of patients in the Vietoria Park
Chest Hospital, many of whom were only temporarily
resident in the district for purposes of treatment.

Of these 372 deaths (the highest mortality from any
single disease), 3561 were amongst persons over five
years of age. Young children, as a rule, if they are the
subjects of Tuberculosis, suffer from 7Tabes Mesenterica,
which is a form of the same disease, but affecting the
glands of the bowels instead of the lungs, This disease

caused 89 deaths, all except four amongst young
children,

Hydrocephalus, which includes Tubercular Meningitis
(an almost invariably fatal disease) caused 26 deaths;
this is another children’s malady, for all, except one,
were under five years of age.

The total deaths caused by Tubercular diseases,
exclusive of those from Hydrocephalus, were 156 out
of every thousand, a mortality of 36 per thousand
persons living at all ages.

Crass II1.—LOCAL DISEASES.

This group includes the diseases of the various organs
of the body, and is the most comprehensive of the six
classes ; the total deaths under this head were 1,279,
of which 652 were those of young children.

OrpERr I,—NErvous SysteEmM. 400 deaths; of these
Cephalitis, or Inflammation of the Brain and its Mem-
branes, caused 57 deaths, all except thirteen amongst
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young children, 34 of whom were under two years of
age ; very many of these were, in all probability, cases
of Tubercular Meningitis, but as they were not so cer-
tified, I did not feel at liberty to place them under the
head of Hydrocephalus. Apoplezy caused 67 deaths,
mostly amongst elderly people; Paralysis, which is
usually a symptom of some disease of the nervous sys-
tem, caused 33 deaths; Insanify caused 35 deaths,
mostly amongst patients at the Bethnall House Asylum,
and many of them strangers; Epilepsy caused 16
deaths ; Convulsions 155, all amongst young children,
68 of the latter being infants under three months,

The deaths from the various convulsive diseases of
young children (a group which includes Hydrocephalus
48, Infantile Meningitis 44, Convulsions 155, Teeihing
15) caused 221 deaths, 15'3 per cent. of the total deaths
of young children from all causes, a mortality of 11 per
thousand on the estimated population of children under
five years of age.

Orprr I1.—OrGANs oF CIRCULATION.—Diseases of
these organs caused 153 deaths, of which two were
Pericarditis, five Aneurism, and the rest Disease of the
Heart, TUnder this head are included several deaths
from Rheumatic Heart Affection.

OrpErR III.—Respieatory ORGaNs. The extra-
ordinarily severe winter increased the fatality from this
class of diseases very materially ; the deaths were
600 against 533 last year. The deaths from Pulmop-
ary Disease (excluding Phthisis) were 19 per cent. of
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the total deaths from all causes, a mortality of 44 per
thousand population.
The following Table distributes the Pulmonary

deaths, and shews the mean temperature for the four
quarters of the year,

TABLE H.
Persons l 1|
Child P | |
Quarter ending um]:arﬁr‘: I'mrtnnﬁuu F.,Eﬁ::-s | "Total. | Mean
years. fifty-five. fifty-five. | | Temperature.
| PR R :
| | |
I“[ﬂrﬂh LR BN DR ) Bﬂ 5] T'I} | 2'“1 4!‘5
BRI, s is 3 e 6l 19 3% | 115 546
September ...... 58 11 19 88 608
December ...... 103 41 62 | 208 416
Total.... 302 122 186 610 496
| Mean
[ | Temperature
] | for the year.

OrpEr IV.—DicesTive Oraans. The diseases con-
nected with the organs of Digestion caused 90 deaths .
35 of these were from affections of the Liver, 11 from
Diseases of the Stomachk, 35 from Inflammation of the
Bowels (Enleritis and Peritonitis).

OrpErR V.—DisEases oF THE URINARY ORGANS
caused 16 deaths, 11 of which were cases of Bright’s
Disease.

OrpER VI.—OReANS oF GENERATION. Three deaths
only were recorded under the head of Disease of the
Womb ; ten other cases of malignant disease of this
organ are classed as Cancer.

OrpEr VIL.—ORrcans orF LocomorioN. Various
diseases of Bones and Joinfs caused ten deaths.
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OrpEr VIII.—INTEGUMENTARY SystEM. Abscesses
and Carbuncles caused six deaths, one-half of which
were amongst young children.

Crass IV.—DEVELOPMENTAL DISEASE.

407 deaths were thus classed; 284 of which were
amongst young children ; 48 were prematurely born;
4 had Deformed Hearts; 3, Deformed Spines; and 6,
some other malformation.

To Tecthing 1 have credited only twelve deaths,
though the certificates, in many instances, gave this
cause (with some other) as having contributed to the
death. Now, it must be borne in mind, that dentition
1s a perfectly natural process, and, in a healthy child,
should give rise to little or no constitutional disturh-
ance. If a child should happen to have Convulsions
while dentition is proceeding, they are at once set
down as caused by it; but as often as not the Con-
vulsions, from which the child dies, are to be accounted
for by the presence of improper food or some other
irritant in the intestinal canal. 1 have, therefore,
preferred, when the medical certificate states the
death to have been caused by Dentition and Con-
vulsions, to class it under the latter heading instead of
the former, as the one statement is the expression of
an obvious fact, while the other is, in many cases at
least, merely an opinion.

Twelve deaths were caused by Childbirth, precisely
the same number as last year.
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Old Age was the registered cause of 144 deaths.
In numerous instances, however, decay of nature is
stated by the certifying medical man to have con-
tributed to the death. I have, however, only classed
those as old age when no other cause was stated;
a large proportion of these deaths occurred in the
Workhouse Infirmary.

Atrophy and Debility caused 178 deaths, all except
16 amongst young children. Adding to these the
other wasting diseases of young children previously
spoken of, namely, Want of Breast Milk 11, and
Premature Birth 48, we get a total of 221 deaths,
being 18 per cent. of the total deaths of young
children, a mortality of 131 per thousand on the
estimated population of children under five years of age,

Crass V.—VIOLENT DEATHS,

These numbered 90; and, with the exception of
two cases of fractured ribs and Bronchitis, all were
returned by the Coroner.

Suffocation caused 50 deaths, all, except 9, amongst
young children, 23 of whom were infants aged less
than three months. It is sad to reflect that these lives
were probably wasted through the carelessness of the
parents.

Fractures and Contusions caused 18 deaths; one of
these was returned as ¢ Congestion of the Lungs,
knocked down by ome bicycle and run over by
another.,” Wounds and drowning caused each six
deaths ; poison, four; and burns and scalds, two.
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trust that we shall at an early date see in this Parish
conveniences of the kind mentioned.

WATER SUPPLY.

As is well known, this district is supplied with water
by the Eust London Water Company.

I extract the following note from Dr. Tidy’s annual
report to the Society of Medical Officers of Health :—

EAsT LoNDON.—The tofal solid matter ranged from 17°90 grs. per
gallon in September to 24-00 grs. in February ; the Nitrogen as Nitrates
from 0060 gr. in January to 0°165 gr, in April. The ménimum amount
of oxygen needed to oxidize the organic and other matters per gallon,
was in March, 0°032 gr., and the maximum in February 07066 gr.

The samples, as collected from the company’s mains, were, withous
exception, perfectly bright, and free from suspended matter.

It is to be regretted that this Company does not
deliver its water above 40 feet high (except under
special circumstances); consequently, it does not reach
the top floors of the model dwellings ; the inhabitants,
therefore, have to raise their water by means of pumps.
The increased trouble in obtaining the supply usually
means a less quantity used, and is a great temptation
to neglect cleanliness.

The Company have completed the extension of the
constant system of supply to more than three parts
of their district. They are also proceeding with an
entirely new set of works at Lea bridge, which ecom-
prise four filter beds of one acre each in extent, and a
pair of compound engines each of 100 horse power
nominal. These works were commenced last J uly, and
are making rapid progress, By the end of 1879 they
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the econsumers, The remedy for this deterioration is doubtless to be
found in a constant supply. Such constant supply, however, is not yet
general. Meanwhile, it is of the ntmost importance that the attention
of householders should be given to the fittings and cleanliness of their
cisterns, as well as their house drains and the water pipes conneeted
therewith, upon which depend, in a great measure, the purity and
sufficiency of the domestic water supply. An inspection of the cisterns
too frequently shows that they are in a state of foulness totally unexpected,
and generally caused by local circumstances and faults.”

In July, Mr. W, W. Burrows reported, that his
attention having been called by a member of the
Sanitary Committee to the fact that a large number of
houses in Collingwood street were without water, he
immediately visited the spot, and found that about
forty houses in this densely populated neighbourhood

had been entirely deprived of their usual supply.

It seems that a plug had been drawn for the purpose
of flushing the sewers, and so imperfectly replaced that
some children were able to loosen it, and ultimately
to get it out. In order to stop the waste, the water
was turned off by the turncock, and there seems to have
been some quarrel between him and a woman residing
in the neighbourhood about it. In revenge for what
was said, the turncock told the people they should not
have any water, and refused to turn it on again.

In accordance with a resolution of the Sanitary
Committee, Mr. Voss wrote to the East London Water
Company drawing their attention to the conduct of
their officer. We afterwards heard from the Company

to the effect that they had discharged the turncock for
his conduct in the matter, |
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called upon to do so; to this Mr. Edwards consented,
and was bound over accordingly.

On the 28th December, Inspector W. W. Burrows
seized a side of mutton, which was a portion of a sheep
that had probably died from suffocation. The meat
was quite fresh and good, but the veins were distended
with dark fluid blood, the capillaries were intensely
injected, and the fat was of a dull pink hue. As the
animal had evidently died without the“aid of the
butcher, I did not feel justified, though the meat was
not diseased, in allowing it to be sold without a protest,
and accordingly submitted a portion of it to Mr.
Bushby, at Worship street. In evidence I stated that
I did not consider the meat fit for human food, but still
could not say it was diseased. The magistrate declined
to condemn the meat, and no further action was taken.

During the year several quantities of fish, meat, and
other articles of food, in an unsound condition, were
brought to me by persons who had purchased them.
The articles were destroyed, and certificates given, the

matter being afterwards privately arranged between
vendor and purchaser.

SUNDAY SCAVENGING.

The sweeping up and removal of vegetable refuse
left in the market places and principal thoroughfares
of the Parish by costermongers and others on Sunday
mornings, has been carried out during the year under
the supervision of Inspectors W. W. Burrows and
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J. Lapworth, in accordance with a resolution of the
Vestry. Theimprovement in the appearance and sani-
tary condition of the streets has been most marked, as
previously a very large accumulation of refuse of all
kinds was allowed to remain in the streets from Satur-
day to Monday, and in hot weather this became most
ofiensive.

At first the Inspectors endeavoured to cause the
stall keepers to remove their own refuse; but as
in many instances these people have but one room and
a share (with other lodgers) of a small yard in which
to place their unsold goods, the refuse spoken of was
often allowed to remain on the premises until the
Monday or Tuesday. A considerable nuisance was
thus created, and complaints were frequently made,
by persons residing near the houses occupied by coster-
mongers, of the vile smells arising fromthe decomposing
vegetable matter. Frequently also the stall keepers
would remove the refuse from their stands, carry it
away, and shoot it in some bye street.

SECOND-HAND CLOTHING.

The question of the probability of articles of second-
hand clothing offered for sale by stall-keepers and
others, acting as carriers of infection, was brought
before the Vestry and referred to the Sanitary Com-
mittee.

As it is impossible to decide if articles so exposed
for sale are, or are not, laden with the germs of in-
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fectious disease, the Committee were unable to do
more than issue cautionary bills, drawing the attention
of the dealers to the heavy penalties they were liable
for selling such infected articles, and this was ac-
cordingly done,

NOXIOUS AND OFFENSIVE TRADES.

During a certain stage in the manufacture of pickles
a most offensive vapour is given off. TLarge quantities
of gherkins, pickled in brine, are brought from Holland
in casks, and when the heads are knocked out and the
liquor poured away the smell is most offensive.

Numerous complaints having been made to the
Vestry of the nuisance arising from Messrs. Steel’s
pickle manufactory, in the Cambridge-road, the
premises were inspected, and the usual notices served,
A few days afterwards the Committee visited the
premises in question, and, as the nuisance continued
without any abatement, proceedings were taken to
indict Messrs. Steel at the Old Bailey Sessions. This
was donme, and the grand jury found a true bill.
The proceedings were, however, withdrawn, upon
Messrs. Steel undertaking to remove their business
out of the parish, and shortly afterwards they did so.

HORSEFLESH DEALERS.

The attention of the Committee was called to the
nuisance arising from these traders. Several of the
dealers’ premises were accordingly visited. It seems
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out until penalties under the Nuisance Removal Act
were enforced.

The cesspools were eventually emptied, the brick-
work, &e., removed, the hole filled up with hard dry
- rubbish, and the closets properly drained into the
sewer.

Several other hidden cesspools were discovered, and
steps were immediately taken to abolish them, substi-
tuting proper glazed drain pipes.

31 ¢ 51 Teesdale-street. The drainage of these
houses was found to be in a most decayed condition,
being constructed of brick and rotten boards. The
houses were inspected by myself and Mr. Gathercole,
the Surveyor, and reported to the Sanitary Committee,
who decided to view the premises, Afterwards, by
direction of the Committee, notices were served on the
owners, requiring them to demolish the drain and
replace it with glazed stone-ware pipes; this requisi-
tion has since been complied with.

Sewer in Hague-streef. A serious nuisance was
caused by the employées of the Metropolitan Board of

Works in clearing out this sewer. No disinfectants
were being used, and the sewage mud wasleft for a much
longer period than necessary on the public carriage-
way, and it was afterwards removed to Hackney Wick
in an open cart,

Disinfectants for immediate use were supplied from
the Vestry stores, and Mr. Voss was requested to write
to the Metropolitan Board of Works calling their
attention to the nuisance in question.











































































