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LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL (GENERAL POWERS) ACT, 1904.

During the year my attention was drawn by the Medical
Officer (Education) of the London County Council to 112 houses
in the Borough from which children were attending school in a
verminous condition, and I was asked to deal with them under the
above Act. I had all these inspected and found that of the 112
homes, 8 had verminous rooms and 3 had both verminous rooms
and bedding or clothing.

REMOVAL AND DISPOSAL OF HOUSE REFUSE.

The total quantity of refuse removed from eccupied houses in
the Borough by the Council’s Contractors during the year 1917,
amounted to 29,022 tons 18 cwts., at a total cost of £9,454 19s, 3d.

Owing to certain difficulties it was necessary to deposit some
of the refuse on ** Shoots "’ in the neighbourhood of the Borough.
The quantity so deposited during the year was 9,084 cubic yards.
The cost of this is included in the total above given,

THE MORTUARY.

The following tables give the number of bodies deposited
in the Mortuary during the year, also the number of inquests held
there, with the causes of death, &c.

Number of bodies deposited in the Mortuary ... e 423

1. To await inquests—(a) Infectious ... 6
(b) Non-infectious . 400

2. To await burial... sy 0%

Number of post-mortems made ... vee. 140
INQUESTS.
Sex.
Verdicts.
- Male. | Female.
Natural causes ... 123 128
Accidental death 51 a9
Suicide ... e B G
Open Verdict ... 2 —
Murder 2 - —
Misadventure 2 1
Totals ... 216 190
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Prosecutions under the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts
during the year 1917,

. Adulteration Result of Legal -
A or Offence. Proceedings. Ehpe, Coetd
| £ s d.| £ 8l
sx | Margarine | Exposed for sale un- | Fined e 2 0 0 1 A48
labelled
» ¥ » 2 2 00 1 1 4
i & A g e Eas kRl 6| ]
A b = Ordered to pay ... — I I ®
- The word ““Margarine” 5 i — 2 2 0
not stamped on i
wra
Milk J| 4-71%, added water...| Withdrawn (War- | — —
ranty proved) |
Margarine | Served in  plain | Fined ... 28 O S B
wrapper
Milk ... Give false warranty to Dismissed iy — —
| milk vendor - i
” vss| 5:18% added water...| .' —= 2 2 0
» ...| 1094 fat abstracted.. Dlsmisscd (War- | — —
ranty proved.) | .
" eos| 6:719%, added water.. Finc-:l s o) 2.0 0| 114 4
e el 4% i i [ TR S T I R T T
4 ol 10-599%, Dismissed | - 2 2 0
P ..., Give false warranty tcr g o s} — —_
milk vendor |
» o] 6:904% added water... Fined ... = A Y R - B
- o S 5 ey MO Ela
¥ o ] L .u ...| Adjourned sine die —_ —_
5 | 9859, % .| Withdrawn by P i
order of Public
Health Com-
mittee.
» .es| 23-39, fat abstracted — — 2 2 0
» sne] 36-TY% " & : — — 2 2 0
Margarine | Served in plain| Fined ... 10 0 0| 2 2 0
wrapper
» P:?ﬂ " E1] =ne 1 0 0 2 2 0
6 = s 2 b B O T
Coffee ...| 11-079% chicory .| Withdrawn by — —
order of Public
Health Com-
mittee
Milk ...| 29, added water .../ Withdrawn (War- - —
ranty proved.)
» ves| 3:6569, added water...! Fined 0 5 0 115 0
4 T AR e A -0 -al 2 55
Total 27 6 0, 3210 0O
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resident at the time of birth, and of any person in attendance upon
the mother at the time of birth.

On the doctor or midwife ceasing to attend on the mother, I
forward to her a leaflet, “ On the Care of Infants "’ ; subsequently,
in suitable cases, one of the Health Visitors, on my instruction,
visits the mother and invites her to attend one of the Welfare
Centres with her babe, leaving with her, at the same time, a card
containing the address of the Centre, and the day and hours it is
open. While inviting mothers to attend, they are given quite to
understand that their attendance is quite voluntary.

On attending the Centre, the weight of the infant is taken
and recorded ; the infant is then seen and examined by the
attending doctor and the parent advised as to its feeding and care,

Treatment is also given in cases of simple ailment, especially
those affecting the digestive system or any other temporary
deviation from the normal standard of health. If the infant
happens to be suffering from any definite illness requiring con-
tinuous treatment, the case is referred to a medical practitioner or
a hospital,

In a Memorandum on Maternity and Child Welfare Centres
by the Medical Officer of the Local Government Board, he defines
the object of such Centres in the following terms :—

" The chief object of the Centre is to secure the medical
supervision of the expectant and nursing mother and of her
child. This supervision takes- the form of a medical con-
sultation, followed by the giving of hygienic advice, and by
treatment, especially for minor complaints, when local
circumstances indicate the need for this, It is not intended
that the work of the Centre should replace that of private
practitioners. The chief utility of the Centre consists in the
giving of advice based on medical knowledge of the condition
of the patient.”




35

Further :—

“ At the most satisfactory Centres, each child is seen
at definite intervals by the doctor. It is unsatisfactory for
the non-medical staff to select children to be seen by the
doctor ; still more so for the doctor to discontinue seeing
children after the first visit, if in the opinion of the non-medical
worker they present no symptoms of illness.

Early departures from health are difficult to detect, and
unless medical supervision is continuous, disorder or disease
may be overloooked for a considerable time. Commonly,
it will be desirable to secure that each infant attending the
Centre is seen by the doctor at least every four or six weeks.

After the early months of life, less frequent attendances
will be needed, but the consultations should suffice to secure
early recognition of rickets, &c.”

The following table gives information as to the attendances

1017 saa

Summary of Infant Welfare Centre work during the year 1917,

of infants at the three Centres in the Borough during the year

No. of Total | Total
No, of |primary | Re- Total | atten- | atten-
; times | cases | peated | 4., | dances | dances
Centre, Period. Centre | brought | wvisits dances of of
open, to Centres. Infants | children
Centre. under over
1 year. | 1 year.
L * All Souls,”| 1st January to| &1 473 | 1,718 | 2,101 | 1,883 308
Overbury St, | 31st December
% Brooksby's | Ist January to 51 465 1,818 | 2,283 | 2,180 153
Walk | 31st December
i, Mayfield Rd.|1st May to 31st 34 251 044 1,195 978 217
December
136 | 1,180 | 4,480 | 5,669 | 4,991 678

Cz
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inspection at such intervals as will enable a record to be kept of
each child’s health and sickness up to the time when the child
attends school and becomes the subject of school medical inspection.”

I may here add that the Health Visitors, with a few exceptions,
are welcomed at the homes they visit. In a few cases, the visits
have been declined ; in others, where at first the Visitors have
been received with reserve, this has disappeared on the object of
the visit being explained.

In no case am I aware of open hostility to the Visitors. The
following table gives details of the results of the visits of the Health
Visitors during the year 1917 :—

Particulars respecting the Feeding, Care and Environment of the
Infants visited at their homes, by the Health Visitors during the

year 1917.
Separate
. : Use of Home
hiothod of Reeding, c?;rpfg;:rc:::i Comforter. | conditions,
No. of | Secondary
Infants ' | Un visits,
visited., Satis- Sati..":‘
Breastlf ] " [Mixed.| Yes., | No, | Yes. | No. | fac- PR
| ficia tory. t
| ory.
I
B
2,509 '2,01]7 | 210 | 152 | 637 |1,727 ;1,?04 726 (2,029 | 331 | 5,162

Home Nursing and Treatment of Disease.

M easles.—Early in the year, the Council resolved, in accord-
ance with the wish of the Local Government Board, to adopt
certain measures in the Borough with the object of combating as far
as possible, the high mortality attending measles. These measures
consist in :—(a) forwarding a printed leaflet on the precautions to
be taken to prevent the spread of this disease ; (b) the visit of a
Health Visitor acting under the instruction of the Medical Officer
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breast-fed entirely up to at least six months, 98 to at least three
months. 51 have been only partially breast-fed, and 59 artificially

fed from birth ; in the other cases the method of feeding has not
been noted.

It is chiefly among the artificially fed babies that severe
indigestion and wasting occur, but I believe that these cases have
all been dealt with successfully.

I have heard of eight deaths among the children who have
attended the Centre, two from diarrhoea, five others from whooping
cough, congenital syphilis, diphtheria, tuberculosis and congenital
heart disease respectively; one died suddenly from a cause not

ascertained. Of these eight children, six had been artificially fed
from birth.

There have been three definite cases of congenital syphilis,
and two have been treated at the New Hospital for Women by
means of injection of a salvarsan substitute to the mother : both
have done well. I have suspected the disease in two other cases
but the diagnosis has not been confirmed by the Wassermann test,

There have been three cases of cleft palate, one combined with
aharelip ; the dieting in these cases has been difficult but successful,
One of them is the child who died suddenly, another is unfortunately
probably an imbecile.

Three other children whom I believe to be imbecile are brought
to the Centre. A case of infant paralysis, one of clubfoot, one of
fractured thigh, a curious case of aphonia, and several bad cases of
rupture have been sent to suitable hospitals for treatment.

The diet difficulty has been great, as mothers have at times
been unable to obtain cow’s milk or Nestle’s milk, but a better
supply of foods at the Centre now obviates this difficulty. There
are, however, always a few mothers who are too poor to obtain
sufficient nourishment, and the children suffer in consequence.
Help for the poorer mothers is needed.
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The mothers are, generally speaking, grateful for instruction
and gradually learn to follow advice given. There is very little
intentional neglect ; one case of neglect I put into the hands of the
Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Children and the result to the
child has been good, as I hear that it is doing well.

The work of the Centre is carried on very smoothly, owing to
the unfailing tact and efficiency of the Health Visitors, Miss Teebay
and Mrs. Lear. I much regret that Mrs. Lear has now left. The
Sister and nurses from the Dunlace Road Maternity Institute have
also given us invaluable help during the year and we owe a debt
of gratitude to our voluntary worker, Mrs. Holmes, who has
attended regularly and helped us very much.

(Sgd.) ErizzaBetH WiLks, M.D., B.S,
26th January, 1918.

3. Mayfield Road Infant Welfare Centre. (From May 2nd, 1917,
to December, 31st 1917.)

During the eight months this Centre has been running, there
have been 270 infants and children placed on the roll ; 204 of these
were infants under one year and 66 were over one year. The number
of attendances made by mothers was 1,013, the average attendance
per consultation being 37-9, whilst the greatest number of
attendances at any one consultation was 51, which occurred on
three occasions. The Centre has been open for 34 weeks.

The War has made conditions very difficult for the nursing
mother., The anxiety associated with air raids has interfered
in a large number of cases with lactation and not infrequently

after an air raid the mother’s milk has totally disappeared and has
not returned again.

It has been difficult too for the nursing mother to get proper
nourishing food for herself, especially with the present scarcity

of milk, meat and eggs, and this has acted detrimentally in the
mother, and through her, in the child.












