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A Common Cnunéii’xmowin the Chamber
of the Guildhall of the City of Lendon, on

Thursday, the 9th day of April, 1908,

l\’ e

THE Port of London Sanitary Committee did this day deliver
into this Court a Report in writing under their hands, of their
proceedings, and submitting the Annual Report of the Medieal
Officer of Health of the Port to the 31st December, 1907 ; which
was read.

And a Motion being made and Question put, That this Court
doth agree with the Committee in their said Report, the same
was resolved in the Affirmative.

Orprrep, That the Report be printed, and a copy sent to every
Member of this Court.

BELL.

To the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and Commons
of the City of London, in Common Council assembled.

W E, whose names are hereunto subseribed, of your Port of London Sanitary

Committee, to whom it has been referred to carry into execution
the powers assigned to the Corporation, as the Port Sanitary Authority of the
Port of London, by the Local Government Board, under the Public Health
(London) Act, 1891, beg to submit for the information of your Honourable
Court the Annual Report of Dr. Herbert Williams, the Medical Officer of
Health for the Port of London, for the year ended the 31st December, 1907,
which Report contains a full and detailed account of the work carried out
in the Port during that period by the Medical Officers and Inspectors,



The Report also gives details respecting the various cases of Infectious
Disease dealt with during the past year, and particulars with regard to small
outbreaks of Scarlet Fever on two of the Training Ships, and eertain
recommendations made by your Medical Officer of Health for dealing with
outbreaks of Infectious diseases in institutions of that deseription.

An abstract is also given of the Regulations issned by the Local
Government Board with a view to the prevention of the introduction of
Cholera, Yellow Fever, and Plague into this country.

A short account is given of the procedure necessary for carrying out these
Regulations, and, with the exception of an adequate floating disinfecting
plant, it is satisfactory to note that the Medical Officer reports that the
Authority is possessed of everything necessary for complying with these
Regulations.

Attention is drawn by the Medical Officer in his Report to the
unsatisfactory accommodation provided on new vessels, and a recommendation
is made that erew’s quarters should not be approved until they have been
inspected and found to be satisfactory from a sanitary point of view, after
they are fitted up and ready for occupation.

The Public Health Regulations as to Food Bill became law during the
past year, and the Local Government Board are making Regulations under
this Act, which will inerease the responsibility and work of the Port
Sanitary Authority with regard to the inspection of Imported Food Siuffs,
and will, in all probability, necessitate an inerease in the staff’ of Inspectors.

The Medical Officer of Health continues to carry ont the duties of
Medical Inspector, under the Aliens Act, 1905, for the Port of London, and
particulars are given of the results of the working of the Act during the year.

The condition of the water of the River Thames is dealt with at some
length, and an account is given of the action taken by your Committee
in opposing a Bill, introduced into the House of Lords by the Southend-
on-Sea Corpoeration, which would have legalized the discharge of a much larger
amount of crade sewage into the Thames Estuary than heretofore.

Particulars are set out of an Enquiry, neld at the Guildhall, in reference to
an application made to the Local Government Board for the extension of
further sections of the Public Health (London) Act, 1891, which, if granted,
will enable your Committee to deal with various sanitary matters within the
area of the dock gates.

The results of the Medieal and Sanitary Inspection of Vessels are also
given in the Report, and a special report is made, as usual, on the working of
the Canal Boats Act and Regulations,
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SANITARY OFFICES,
LIAM STREET,
GREENWICH, S.E.

SANITARY COMMITTEE.

(GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present herewith my Annual Report for the
year ended 31st December, 1907, being the sixth of the series.

As in former years, I have relied upon statistical tables as the most
satisfactory method of illustrating the amount and progress of the work, and
the results for the past year are quite satisfactory.

A noticeable feature is the continued shrinkage of the number of vessels
arriving in London from foreign ports.

It will be seen on referring to Table 1. that this reduction has been
going on steadily for some years.

It has to be borne in mind, however, that although the actual number has
decreased, the tonnage has increased, and therefore, at present at least, the
former larger number of relatively smaller vessels has given way to a smaller
number of vessels of a larger type

There is an apparent falling off in the number of coastwise and Inland
Navigation inspections, though the number will be seen to approximate closely
to the average. It is due to the fact that in 1906 there was a substantial
increase owing to an extra number of this class of vessel entering the Port.

The improvement in the sanitary condifion of this class of vessel, referred
to in my last Report, continues to be maintained, and there is no question
but that there is a general waking up in this direction.




MEDICAL INSPECTION.

The number of vessels medically inspected is not quite so large as during

the previous two years.

This diminution is due, of course, to the number of arrivals from ports
which are infected with Cholera, Yellow Fever or Plague, being less than in
former years.

GRAVESEND,—TapLE L

Your Medical Officers have been called upon to investigate 9 cases of
Cholera and 4 cases of Plague, either actual or suspected, which had occurred
on vessels during the voyage, besides a number of cases of Small-pox and
other Infectious Diseases, details of which are given elsewhere.

I have again to express my thanks to the Officers of H.M. Customs for
their courtesy and co-operation in carrying out the work of medical inspection
on vessels arriving from foreign.

SaeerNEss.—Tante II.

The work of medical inspection at Sheerness, carried out by Dr. Legge,
shows no relaxation, and the number of vessels medically inspeeted on
arrival off Garrison Point Fort is again larger than during preceding years,
and above the average.

The total number of vessels inspected was 376.

A Notice Board, pointing out the Boarding Station for the Port of London
and Rochester, has been erected on Garrison Point Fort, Sheerness, and is
clearly visible from the sea. Masters of incoming vessels, bound up the
Medway in the daytime, will no longer be able to plead ignorance as to the
whereabouts of the boarding station.
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TABLE 1.
MEDICAL INSPECTION—GRAVESEND. From lst January to 31st December, 1907.
Jan. | Feh ;Ilnn.-'ll .'L;:-llll May | June | July | Aug. | Sept ‘ Oet. | Nov. ! Dee. | T atal,
.- o] U ST ST R S S
Number of foreign arrivals... 'i'JHr | hﬂ? | 819  B04 ‘ 8‘35 B0 | 854 SE'}‘ | 808 | 870 | ﬂl-i | 790 | 639
Number medically inspected | 210 | 198 | 236 | 226 | 239 240 | 212 | 210 | 234 | 255 | 224 1 215 | 2,700
Number of passengers o i Dﬁﬁ 1,001, 1 IEG' 134]| 2,271 E.E'El 2,31'1' 2,134 13-'5| l?ﬂﬁ' i Ellil' H‘ﬁ 19,416
Number of crew ... v 5,?57- 4,315 5,224 .H-’-’H- ,ﬂﬂ%_- 4,427 4,564 4,410 4, “h? 9 ﬂ'ﬂﬂ oy 211 J.rgﬂl 62,251
| | | | I | !
COMPARATIVE TABLE.
| ‘ | | Mean annuaal
+ | ] 1 number for the
GRAVESEND. 1896, | 1890, | 1900. | 1901. | 1902, | 1908, | 1904, | 1905. | 190, i | 007,
1907,
Number of foreign arrivals...[10,332/10,297 10,394(10,521 10,520 10,711j10, 030 8.962) 94955 102361 9,639
Number of vessels medically |
inspected .. wes -o| 1,086/ 1,276 1,256, I,{lﬂﬂi l,ﬁﬁﬁ[ 2,522 2,559| 2,813 2,853 195843 2,700
|
Total number medically inspected at Gravesend—
From August, 1892, to December, 1906 ... o W 29,068
w lst January to 31st December, 1907 e i = 2,700
Total ... 41,768
i
TABLE II.
MEDICAL INSPECTION—SHEERNESS. From 1si January to 31st December, 1907,
| Jan, i Fel, Hrm:h‘ April | May Jlme: July | Amg. | Bept | O Nov. | Dec. | Total.
. oy R — ]
Number of foreign arrivals..| 21| 19| 29| 20| 37| 41| 49| 39| 33| 35| 93/ 91 376
Number medically inspected 15 | 24| 9| 34| 37| 40| 21| 31| as | 22 l'ir_! 325
Number of passengers ova| — | &8 al- | 3 i G IE i 14 | i 9 ] e | 1 l_ Hﬁ_
Number of crew ... ene L6 | 198 213 | 257 | | 391 | 411 el-ii' . 3-!:2 '!9{3 :!hi'r Ebﬂ | 176 3,.1::1
| | I
COMPARATIVE TABLE.
| | | Mean nnnual
| I | | | | number for the |
SHEERNESS. 1808, | 1809, | 1900. | 1801 | oz, | 1808, .-1m&.‘| 145, | 1M, }35{“"}::::{;:'? 1907,
T S e [ o | | -| A5 B 1907,
. ot e
Number of arrivals ... wasl 260 | a09 | 374 33!]| 337| 402 314' 349 | 3‘15 J606 376
|
Number of vessels medically | ' | | ‘
inspected ... o -] 265 : 253 243 | 212 | 244 I 342 | 308 | 292 | 320 2814 325
! ' | . | -
Total number medically inspected at Sheerness—
From lst September, 1894, to 81st December, 1906 ... . " 3,635
w st January to 31st December, 1907 sus o s 325
Total v i 250

—
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SANITARY INSPECTION.

TasrLe 11

The total number of visits of inspection during the year was 37,385.

This compares very favourably with previous years, and shows that the
work in this direction is still being earried out with efliciency.

Of this number, 17,971 inspections were of vessels arriving from foreign
ports, and 19,414 were coastwise vessels, barges, canal boats and other -
inspections, including 1,716 visits paid to premises on land.

The inspeetion of vessels lying in the River aggregated 15,766, or nearly
one-half of the total number of inspections of vessels, and 14,819 of these
visits were made in the steam launches.

The Tilbury Dock stands next with 2,487 inspections, followed by the
Millwall Dock with 2,225, then the Royal Albert, West India, Commercial,
Victoria and London Docks, in order of number,

Of the nationality of vessels arriving from foreign ports, the larger portion
were, as usual, British, being 59-57 per cent. of the total.

Swedish and Norwegian came next with 12°87 per cent., and then in the
following order :—German, Dutch, Belgian, Danish, Russian, French and
Spanish, and other nationalities in decreasing proportion.

Of the total number, the crew's quarters on 35,019 vessels were
found to be in a dirty condition, requiring immediate cleansing, which was
carried out as usual under the personal supervision of your Inspectors.

The barges which supply the drinking water to vessels, and are known as
water barges, have been kept under careful supervision.

There are 21 of these now working in the Port, and at the time of each
inspection were found to be clean and in good order.
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TABLE 1III.

GeNERAL SumMmary, and Analysis, of the Sanitary Inspection of Vessels, &e., in the Port of
London, for the year ending 31st December, 1907,

Forgas. CoasTwise. Inpawn Navigarion. 3 y
Bhore |Z Waren
S S — —— —_— | Premises, || Banors
Steam, Bail, Steam. l Bail. Steam. Bail. (ninb ey, (Ctal Boats. E
I e I O e I I - I 1 O e A T
HEE L vl Haledl 5 213]5 a3 ] 3 o0 g e 1Lkl 1l
|3 gﬂui._u'iﬁﬁéigg §=5 i§1“|£=ﬁﬁi§suiﬂ!j.“§:“
il {'tH 22| 3 .sf.._ﬂ;|53 S(8|2| 2 | B[22 3|28 &2 2|2 = g;;éﬁl A
CH i -1 2 1 el Tl 1
i :
ji L |ﬁ?UF]hI%iL¢'¢+HTBIHE EGTF-IQF-! 165067 FI-IF'_. 18168 Ilﬂlﬁﬁl'ﬂlﬂﬂj B’lﬁﬂ 1455 i':l-|2|] EHE"T:FEHIT-— JT.I| —| 1|21
o il | pE o
: e
: ran | Mo of in ceml.
Tolal Inspections to Blst Docksand River. | | o | Nakiosiiy, . | pordpe |spections T
December, 1906 - - 751,074 R e -—i :
Total Inspections from Ist Bt. Katharine's - - 820 | American - 6| 11| -06

January to 31st December,

1907 — London = = = || LT13 | Argentine - — 1ty —
i Fﬂ!"ﬁign‘r = 14073 Iiegent'n (i o [t o 700 | Auvstian 4 20 a1 20
e Millwall 2,295 ; 57
* Inland Navi- i e R S e Belgion - | 367 367 | 380

gntion - 17,698 West India = = = | 2021 | British - | 5,742 | 12,708 59-57

Premises,  on
gshora - - 1,689 Poplar - - - 312 | Danish - | 2356 363 | 244
A7,385 {
East Indin - - - 451 | Doteh- - | B95 | 635 | GLT
Total - - 828480

Vietoria - - - | 1,868 | Finnish - 26 28| .25

U:ﬂﬁili of Crew's Quar- Royal Albert - - | 2,102 | French - | 172 | 267 | 1-78

In'l.| S :—

Total to 81st December, 1906 49,363 | Commercial - - - | 1928 | German - | 868 | L,194 | 901

Total No. of Veasels from 1st Tibury - - - 2487 |Greek -| 8| 7| -03
Januvary to 81st December, R |

o7 = & 2 i 2,019 | Gravesend District - || 3,258 | [talian - 19 | 27 10

Total - - 52,582 River—*Upper Districi 5,842 | Japanese - a7 71 54

Number of vessels inspected :— *Middle 5,169 | Russian - | 206 5| 213

In the. Launches— *Lower ., | 4755 | Spanish -| 80| 108| g2

“ David Barnett ** 4,219 ek ok
Madway "2 L) e fiBmedish }1 | 1,787 | 12
“Clotho™ - = -~ 5,180 i | Norwegian f| %41 ¥
" DeslgTinsern Huires bR Total vessels - | 35,669 | Total vessels. | 9,639 | 17,971
| 8 E i  Constise and Intand navigation | |7, G5
Total - = 14,819 | Bhore premises - - ! 1,116 | Shore premises - 1716 |
In the Docks, &. - - 90,850 Total - - | 87,385 Total - -|3?,R.Eﬁ 9992
Total - - 35669 T g et el ey
* Laowner 2 " w  Erith to outer limits of Fort of London,
COMPARATIVE TABLE,
| | | | ¥rarly av
Total number of Tnspections of | 1898. | 1899, 1000, 1901. 1902, 1903, | 1904. 1905. | 1906 "’;‘i,’t‘f:m':" 1607,
vessals from— C : e o I ! | Beseuber, Taerd

* Foreign™ -
“ Coastwise,”
Navigation,”

other Inspections -

Taotal -

= Eniun:i

and

14,299 14,564

11,359!19,05:1
|

14,966, 16,844 16,536/ 15,

——

31,553!33,ﬁw| 805 52,07538,

989 15,685 14,279

15,839/15,251 1131d1a,495i 19,70019,975
| | | |

22,885 18,5671

- |
13,013 13,3946 17,971

19,414

ﬂnﬁlss.wﬁ%aﬂ.ﬂsngm,sm35,3-151? 33,0617

47,385
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INFECTIOUS DISEASE,
Tasre IV.

I have to report a diminution in the amount of Infeetions Disease in the
Port during 1907, though the total is above the average.

The decrease is noticeable with regard to every description of Infectious
Disease, except Cholera and Chicken-pox.

There have been more cases of Cholera reported on vessels arriving from

the East, but the cases only numbered nine, and seven of these were on
one vessel.

Twenty-seven cases of Small-pox were reported, as against 31 in the
previous year, the average for the ten years being 250,

Scarlet Fever numbered 44, as against 82 in 1906. Most of these cases
occurred on training ships.

There were 55 cases of Enteric Fever reported. This number is much
below the average.

OFf Measles, 51 cases were notified, as against 68 last year.

The total number of cases reported being 252, while in the preceding year
the total was 336.

The average for the past ten years is shown to be 221-2,

Of the total number of cases reported, 75 were removed to and treated in
the Port Sanitary Hospital at Denton, this number including three or four
suspected cases of Plague, and a case which, on admission, showed symptoms
very suspiciously like those of Cholera.

I have given a few details of this case under the heading of Cholera.
Other cases of infectious disease which present any points of general interest
have been similarly treated under their respective headings.



TABLE IV,

13

INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

| | s
DiSEASE, | 1888, | 1500, | 1900, | 1001 | 1902, | 1908, | 1904, | 1905, | 1906, EE;‘: | 1907,
e

(@) CASES REPORTED : I | lr . j
Cholera (ineluding suspected cases) | 1 g I T 9| 4 fi 3 53 9
Yellow Fever  (ditto) see ees i v | 1 2 3
Plague (ditto) e 3 1 l 6| 1Y 10 Li] (5] 9 H 6 4
Small-pox 11 12| 15| 13| 93| 18| 11| 24| 81| 250 | =7
Scarlet Fever ... SRS SRR R T S| 14| 27| 13| 11| 11| 26| 82| 248 44
Diphtheria iia s | 3 7] 20| 28| 26 7 3 8 1| 118 7
Enteric Fever 53| 66| 126 | 78| 66| B8 | 50| 65| 31 ya-8 55
Measles ... 18| 38| 67| 83| 86| 14| 88| 36| 68| 449 51
Erysipelas 3| 10 2 5 2 1 1 9 7 &5 2
Typhus Fever ... s % 7 i LS .- o1 '
Uontinned Fever... e =g | 1 1 2 5 L I b R T O 1 L [ a3 11
Uther diseases (including Chicken- ! 1 Lt e 9] 14 9 17| 16| 35 172 42

IS o | 111 | 160 | 265 | 267 | 282 | 175 | 53 | 211 | 36 | 2222 | 962

(b) TrraTED ¥ Port BariTARY | .
HospiTaw :

Cholera (including suspected cases) wo | wes . 01 1
Yellow Fever  (ditto) e i ani || e ems
Plague (ditto) 1 1 &1 13 4 3 4 a4 1 a6 3
Small-pox LA & 8 9 ¢ 5 3 - 89 8
Scarlet Fever 2 1 2 5 2 5 7 3| 28 a8 4
Diphtheria 1 2 1 5 2 . e 2 1 20 3
Enteric Fever ... = 27| 28| &6 37| 27| 55| 33| 23| 26 333 27
Measles ... P e e 10 7| 4 R | 7 8| 13 3 &2 14
Erysipelas i 1 g 1 1 1 2 1 I0 sl
Typhus Fever ... e a 5 s =8
Continned Fever T oy 1 1 o 41 13| 12 9 T 4 10
Other diseases (including Chicken- | 6 6 8 1 8 4 4 1| 24 67 5

it ARG TSI o e v e e iy e 60| 91| 761 | 75
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CHOLERA.
Taere V.

Cholera, as usual, existed in Indian ports, but it made its appearance in

Russia in July, several towns situated on the Volga being infected. In all,
10,107 cases oceurred, with 4,772 deaths,

In Auguost a few cases occurred in St. Petersburg, which necessitated a
careful inspection being made of all arrivals from that and other Russian
ports, and special precautions were taken to inspect the Russian immigrants
arriving from the continent of Europe.

It is important to recognise the advent of Cholera at St. Petersburg, and
a careful wateh will be kept on arrivals from Russian Baltic ports next year,
for, with the advent of warm weather, the probability of the recrudescence of
Cholera in European Russia during next summer cannot be unexpected,
whilst the danger of the importation of that disease to this country by means
of alien passengers from Russia cannot be disregarded.

The s.s. ¥ Politician '" arrived on the 19th December, from Caleutta.

Whilst lying there seven members of the erew were attacked with Cholera,
of whom three died, and four recovered.

The effects and bedding were destroyed, and the ship was disinfected there.

On arrival at Gravesend, everyone was carefully examined, and there was
found to be no one suffering from any symptom suspicious of Cholera.

The 8.8, * Clan Farquhar " arrived on the 23rd December, from Chittagong,

Whilst lying in that port, a Native member of the crew was taken ill with
Cholera and died. :

All necessary disinfection was carried out there.

TABLE V.
(CuoLera.)

Date. Kume of Vosmel, Pm:]lhf:giurj.m:l Official |y, e from. n}:nﬂmhur How dealt with,
1907, A SEEE o
Des. 14 | s.5 “ Tamba Marn," of Tokio - - | Yokohama 1 Removed to Hos-
pital at Moji.
T 20 ! g.2, * Politician,” of Liverpool, 110,538 | Calcutta - 7 Four removed to

Hospital at Cal-
cuttn, Thres died,
and bodies were
taken aszhore at

Caleutta,
o 22 | es *Clan Farguhar,” of Glasgow, |Chittagong 1 Removed to Hoss
111,259, pital ai . Chitia-
gong, and died

same day.

Total - f
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CHOLERAIC DIARRH(EA.

The s.s. “San Lucar,” of Christiania, from Las Palmas, arrived at
Gravesend on the 20th January, when a fireman was removed to the Port
Sanitary Hospital at Denton suffering from severe diarrheea, vomiting,
cramps in his abdomen and limbs, and he was in a collapsed condition.

The vessel left Drammen on the 22nd December.

On the 25th December a fireman was taken ill with vomiting, slight
diarrhaa, which lasted three days, and, then the man resumed work.

On the 12th January another fireman was taken ill with similar symptoms
which lasted four days.

On the 16th January the fireman taken ill on the 25th December again
suffered from similar symptoms, which, however, only lasted about twelve
hours.

On the 19th January the fireman who was subsequently removed to Denton
Hospital was taken ill.  The man appears to have ailed after partaking of a meal
of hash made of tinned meats and potatoes, and a cup of coffee. He became
much better after admission to hospital, and the improvement continued for
three days, when he had a relapse, became collapsed, with vomiting, cramps,
severe diarrheea, watery stools, &c.

My opinion is that the symptoms were produced by some unsound article
of food, but as the symptoms were very much like those of Asiatic Cholera, a
specimen of fwmeal matter was sent to the Local Government Board for
bacteriological examination, the result being negative as regards Cholera.

As a precautionary measure the vessel was disinfected and the names and
addresses of the passengers taken and notified to the Medical Officers of
Health of the varions districts to which they were proceeding.

The vessel left London on the 22nd January for the Tyne, and the f'acta
were reported to the Medical Officer of Health for that district.

TABLE VI
(CuorEraic DIARRH(EA.)

Date, | Hame of Vesal, FPort of Begiatry, and OMiclal | wirers from. | /000 | How dealt with,
i907. I :
Jan. 20| ss *B8an Lucar,” of Christiania - [ Las 1 Removed to Port
Palmas Sanitary Hos-
pital.
Total - 1

YELLOW FEVER.

Yellow Fever existed in Brazil, Rio de Janeiro, Ecuador, Mexico, Trinidad,
Barbadoes, Cuba, Western Africa. No case has been reported on any vessel
arriving in the Port of London during the year.
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PLAGUE.

This disease has been extremely prevalent in India during the past year.

It has been estimated that the deaths up to the end of the year will
probably exceed one million and a quarter.

During the year a large number of ports have been, at one time or other,
considered and treated as infected—amongst these are ports in the Persian
Gulf, Straits Settlements, Siam, Cambodia, Chinese Ports, Japan, Formosa,
Australasin, South Afriea, South American ports, San Francisco, Mauritius,
Northern Africa, especially Orang, Phillipville, Bona, Tunis, Egypt, and
Levant ports.

At Hamburg, in May, a vessel from Buenos Aires landed two cases of
Plague which had developed during the voyage, and in July, a vessel from
the same place also landed a case of Plagne.

In Glasgow there appears to have been two cases of Plagne, but the
infection did not spread, and it was not necessary to exercise special medical
inspection of vessels arriving in London from that port,

The s.s, “ Clan Macalister,” of Glasgow, official number 113,756, from
Chittagong, arrived at Gravesend on the 17th January. On making enquiries
it was ascertained that during the voyage dead rats had been found in the
room where the natives' foodstuffs were stored, on the following dates :—

29th December, 1906 - . : . 6 dead rats.
Sth January, 1907 - - - i L i
]-1tlh L1 L1 ] 2 = I = = E ¥

It would appear that these were the dates on which the natives' store rooms
were cleaned out,and on the 11th January the store room was fumigated with
sulphur dioxide gas. One dead rat was found next day, and its death was
probably due to the fumes of the gas.

No dead rats were subsequently found either in the natives’ store room or
elsewhere, consequently no baecteriological examination was made. There
seemed to be no apparent eause for the death of the rats.

All persons were found to be ‘well on arrival, and no suspicious symptom
occarred during the stay of the vessel in the Port,

Bearing in mind how susceptible rats are to contract Plague, it was deemed
necessary to keep the vessel under strict observation during its stay in Port.
The facts were reported to the Loecal Government Board, and the ship sailed
for Dundee on the 21st January, the Medical Officer of Health of that port

being duly notified.
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The s.5. *“Clan Macaulay,” of G-la.agnw,.oﬁ':cial number 108,800, from
Vizagapatam, arrived at Gravesend on the 10th April, when a native fireman
was removed to the Port Sauitary Hospital with symptoms suspicions of
Plague.

The crew's effects and the ship were thoroughly disinfected, and some
material from the bubo of the patient was forwarded to the Local Government
Board for bacterioscopic examination. The result of the examination was
negative as regards Plague, and the patient has since left the Hospital con-
valescent.

On September Tth, while the s.s. “ Swaledale,” of Sunderland, Official
number 114,644, was loading cargo, outward bound, in the Royal Viectoria
Dock, one of the engiteers attended at the surgery of a local medical
practitioner complaining of swellings in the groin. No apparent cause for
this was found, and being feverish, he was sent to the Branch Seamen’s
Hospital in the Royal Albert Dock.

Subsequently, on clearing ont the eabin occupied by him, a dead rat was
found behind the wainseoting.

In view of the possible transmission of Plague by means of rats and their
parasites, this was deemed to be suspicions. [ accordingly visited the Branch
Seaman's Hospital, and, through the courtesy of the House Surgeon, saw the
patient, and we arrived at the opinion that the man was not suffering from
Plague, both on elinical and 'Emcterinlagiml evidence.

The facts were, however, reported to the Local Government Board for their
information.

The s.s “Cheshire,” of Liverpool, 99,310, arrived at Gravesend on
November 9th. The vessel left Rangoon on October 9th, all the crew being
medically inspected before embarkation, and their clothing disinfected.

On October 22nd, a Lascar complained and was found to have a bubo in
his right groin. This was accompanied by fever, and on arrival at Suez on
October 27th, he was landed and taken to hospital, where the diagnosis was
made that the man was suffering from Plague.

In order to avoid detentinﬁ at Marseilles, a usnal port of eall, the master
decided to bring the vessel straight on to London.

No case of Plague having occurred within eight days of the vessel's arrival
it Gravesend, the vessel was treated as “suspected " only, and on arrival all
persons on board were medically inspected and found to be in good health.
The names and addresses of all passengers were taken,

There did not appear to have been any mortality amongst the rats, and
there was no evidence that any disease existed amongst these animals, or that
the patient contracted his disease from them.
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The erew’s quarters and all contents were thoroughly disinfected at Suez by
steam heat and fumigation, and the vessel was allowed to enter dock.

Certain precautions were taken to prevent the landing of rats, and the crew
on board were medically inspected daily. The vessel left on the 16th November
for Liverpool, and the facts were duly reported both to the Local Government
Board and the Medical Officer of Health for Liverpool.

The s.s. “City of Edinburgh™ arrived at Gravesend on December 5th,
from Caleutta.

During the medical examination of the erew, an Indian cook was found
suffering with a large bubo, accompanied with fever.

There was nothing to account for this, and the man was landed at the Port
Sanitary Hospital for observation, whilst the quarters and any effects likely
to be infected were disinfected.

Bacteriological examination showed that the man was not suffering from
Plague.

The s.s. “Clan Alpine " arrived on the 17th December, from Caleutta.

A member of the Native crew was landed for observation, at the Port
Sanitary Hospital, suffering from a bubo and fever. The crew’s quarters and
effects were disinfected.

Bacteriological examination showed that this man was not suffering

from Plague.
TABLE VII. (Praeue.)

e | Tttt s | e }mm o i
1907, I
Apl. 10 | a5, “Clan  Macanlay,” of | Vizagapatam 1 | Removed to Port Sanitary
Glasgow, 108,800 Hoapital,
Nov. 9 | ss. “ Cheshire,” of Liverpool, | Rangoon - 1 | Removed to Hospital at
99,810, Snez.
Dee. & | 88 *City of Edinburgh,” of | Caleutta - 1 | Removed to Port Sanitary
Liverpool, 110,589, Hoapital.
w17 | ms. “Olan Alpine,” of Glasgow, | Caleutta - 1 Removed to Port Sanitary
111,282, Haospital.
Total - 4
|

The capture and destruction of rats in the docks and on ships arriving in
the Port of London from Plague-infected ports, continues to be carried ont,
and the results are collected by your Inspectors and recorded at the Office.

This system was adopted in February, 1901, and the total number of rats
recorded as destroyed up to the 81st December approximates very nearly to
half a millien, :
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TABLE VIIL

RETURN 0F RATS CAUGHT AND DESTROYED DURING 1907,

The entire cost of destroying these rats has been borne by the Shipowners and Dock Companies.

Jap. | Feb. | Mar. | April.| May. | June. | July, [ Aug. | Sept. Oot. | Nov, | Dec. |ToTaLs
Sudei | "
Millwall Dock— | | |
?nmelll&m;&a - -| 127 127 108 89 106] 129 98 '123 93 100{ 106 80, 1,283
eas uring voyages | — = = = 14 — iy — 12 — | — 126
% whilatll;rl diﬂ%- 102 b 17?:: 255 69l 219 281 296 67| 124| 836 285 2,241
Surrey Co ial Dk - | |
i IMMETcli A= { | |
Warchouses - - 68 'H! 105, ﬂ?! &3l 105 76 11s| &5/ 115 117 100{ 1,133
Vessels during voyage | — | — | 2 — 10 12 —| —| —| —| =-| — 49
o while indock - | — 43 17| —| = 21 3ﬂi _— = 67 342 196 714
Regent’s Canal Dock— ' !
%nmhnnsm = - 180 - o5 26 28 27 20 24 8L 1% 28 8ol 22 30
Vessels during voyage | — | — | —| —| —| —| —=| —| = | —| —| —| —
» while in dock = | — [ el bimie | ] | e et =] = = | —
8t. Katharine's Dock— | ' _
Wamhnﬁms - - 49 B2l eof 55 56 6% 57 64 79 500 96 69 760
Vessels during vo e e ] = = = = =, =] = =] =
S s | T T | =] = R, T T ) (Y [
London Dock— |
Warehonses - -| 100 98 150{ 148 92| 174 132 177 116 T4 117 102 1,480
Veasels during voyage | — | — | —| —| — ] P 100 —| — 60
w whilem dock - | — 511 — | — | 90f 3471 70 — | —| — | 1020 &5 721
Albert and Victoria Dks.— i
Warchouses - -| 476 475 669 529] 520 5000 499 649 465 482 619 572 6,00
Vessels during voy 198 246/ 451| 321 464 259 112 272 205(1,004 211 172 3,910
n  Wwhile in nl:h:ul:liimi r*lﬂ'1| 354 337 309 624 4641. 502 272 297| 229 4200 161 4,460
West Indin Dock— | | '| 2
Warehonses - - 1431 128 —| —| — -—52| N iy - - ?‘!.E!;{i}
Vessels durin e 4 95 — 10, 44 ' — =] —=| =] =
e ek~ 188 162 98 162 467 626 648 380 389 158 367 205 3,300
Enst Tndia Dock [k ‘
ast India — |
Warchouses - - 24 23 29| .25 24 29 26 34 19 21 40 21 315
Vessels during voyage | — | — | — | — g —| —| — 12 —| —| — 14
w whilein dock - | 17 60 62 — 76/ 30, 55 136 a2 73 119 29 842
| |
. Tilbury Dock— ! ! |
Warchouses - - | 208 256 315 232 253 287 202 351’1 154 341 227 149 3,071
Vessels during voyage | 1,258 935 962 740 388 1,341 1,223 883 810, 947 2,536 1,398 13,481
n  Wwhile in dock - 408 594 902 604 BO2 571 569 512 498 518 847 740 6,865
LI Tt ' | ; |
Torars - - 4,053'] 3,943 4,490 3,685 3,697 5,41!.I 4,652| 4,314 3,356 4,153 6,621 -L,Mﬁt 52,816
Total from February, 1901, to 31st December, 1906 - 441,607
Total from 1st January to 31st December, 1907 :—
In Dock Warehouses - - - - 15,162
On Vessels during voyage - - 1 17,921 } 52,816
On Vessels while in dock - - 19,733
Torar - - 494423



20

REGULATIONS have been issued by the Local Government Board with
regard to the precautions to be adopted, (1) as to ships arriving from
foreign ports, (2) outward bound ships, and (3) coasting ships and
specified articles,

1.—SHIPS ARRIVING FrROM Foreigy Pomts.

These Regulations have been made in pursuance of Section 130 of the
Public Health Act, 1875,as amended or extended by the Public Health ( London)
Act, 1891, the Public Health Act, 1896, and the Public Health Aet, 1904, with
a view to the treatment of persons affected with Cholera, Yellow Fever or
Plague, and for preventing the spread of the disease both on land and
water, and I give herewith a condensed account of the prineipal provisions.

Parr I. defines the various expressions used in the Order, the chief
variation from the previous Order being the definition of ships * infected ™

and * suspected.”

An ““infected” ship means a ship which at the time of its arrival from
a foreign port, has on board a case of Cholera, Yellow, Fever or Plague,
or which has had on board a case of Cholera or Plague within a period of seven
days, or a case of Yellow Fever within a period of eighteen days prior
to that time.

A “suspected " ship means a ship which has had on board during the
voyage, or during the stay of the ship in the port of departure, or in a port in
the course of the voyage, a case of Cholera, Yellow Fever or Plague, but
which has not had on board a fresh ease of Cholera or Plague within a period
of seven days, or of Yellow Fever within a period of eighteen days prior to
the time of its arrival from a foreign port.

Parr II. defines the action to be adopted by Officers of Customs, who
visit ships on arrival from foreign ports.

They shall ascertain as far as possible, whether a ship is an “infected " ship
or a “suspected ™ ship, or whether the ship has come from, or has during the
voyage called at a port infected with Cholera, Yellow Fever or Plague.

If the Officer of Customs has reason to suppose that the ship is an
“infected " or * suspected " ship he shal! detain the ship, and if he has reason
to suppose that the ship has come from, or has during the voyage called at a
port infected with Cholera, Yellow Fever or Plague, he may detain the ship,
and shall order the master to moor or anchor in such a position as the Officer
of Customs directs, and the Officer of Customs shall forthwith give notice of
the same to the Sanitary Authority of the place in which the vessel is lying.

Such detention shall cease as soon as the ship has been duly visited and
examined by the Medical Officer of Health, or if such examination be not
commenced within 12 hours after the ship has been moored or anchored,
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In the previous Order an Officer of H.M. Customs had no power to detain
a vessel for medieal inspection if the master of such vessel had answered the
questions put as to the existence of Plague, Yellow Fever or Cholera in a
satisfactory manner. This provision in the recent Order will be of great
service to the smaller Port Sanitary Authorities.

Parr [IL deals with the action of Port Sanitary Authorities.

In accordance with the provisions of Article VI, a mooring place has, with
the approval of His Majesty’s Customs, been fixed abreast of Denton Hospital
in Gravesend Reach, and this also applies to such vessels as may arrive
at Sheerness.

Article VIL provides that the Sanitary Authority, on notice of such detention,
shall forthwith cause the ship to be visited and examined by their Medical
Officer of Health.

Inasmuch as a Medical Officer of this Authority is always on duty at
Gravesend by day and night, and accompanies the Officer of His Majesty’s
Customs, such notice is unnecessary, and any delay that may arise therefrom
is entirely obviated.

Article VIIL—The Medical Officer of Health, if he bas reason to suppose
that a ship lying within the Port of London is an “ infected " or “ suspected ”
ship, he shall visit and examine the ship, or if he has reason to suppose that
the ship has come from, or has during the voyage called at an infected port,
he may visit and examine the ship, and the master of such ship skall, on heing
required so to do by the Medical Officer of Health, cause the ship to be brought
to, and if necessary, moored or anchored, and shall permit the ship to be so
visited and examined.

Article IX. provides for the issning of the certificate in the event of the
Medical Officer of Health forming the opinion that the ship is an * infected ”
or “ suspected " ship. :

Article X. provides for the mooring or anchoring of  infected” or
“ guspected ” ships.

Article XI. provides that no person, other than the Officer of Customs, or
person in execution of this Order, shall leave such ship when moored
or anchored,

Every pérsun certified by the Medical Officer of Health on board such ship
to be suffering from Cholera, Yellow Fever or Plague, shall be removed
to Hospital.

Article XV. provides that persons on hoard “infected” ships shall not
be allowed to land until the Medical Officer of Health has been satisfied as to
the name and intended address of such persons.

Article XVI. gives the Medical Officer of ‘Health power to take such steps
as may appear to him to be necessary for preventing the spread of infection.
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Article XVIL—In the event of a death from either of these diseases, gives
the Sanitary Authority or Medical Officer of Health power to dispose of
the body.

Article XVIIIL provides that any infected clothing or bedding, or article
of personal use, may be disinfected or destroyed.

Article XIX, provides for the disinfection of the infected quarters, and
their contents, on board “infected ™ ships.

Article XX. gives the Medical Officer of Health power to serve a certifi-
cate to prevent the landing from any ship which may be “ suspected ” or
which may have come from, or has during the voyage called at an infected
port, or whether the ship is one which has passengers on board in a filthy or
unwholesome condition, or whether there are rats infected with plague, or in
which there has been during the voyage an unusual mortality among rats.

Article XXI.—When a certificate has been given under Article XX, no
person shall leave or be allowed to leave the ship unless he satisfies the
Medical Officer of Health as to his name and intended address,

Article XXII provides for the pumping out of bilge water, and water
ballast, in the case of vessels “infected ™ or * suspected ”" by reason of Cholera,
or which has come from a port infected with that disease,

Article XXIIL—If the ship is certified to be “infected,” the master shall,
under the direction and to the satisfaction of the Medical Officer of Health,
employ suitable means for the destruction of rats on the ship.,

1f the ship is “ suspected,” the master shall, if the Medical Officer of Health
make a requisition to that effect, employ suitable means for the effectual
destruction of the rats in the ship.

If the Medical Officer of Health certifies that the destruction of rats is
necessary as a precautiom, the master of a ship which has come from an
infected port shall employ suitable means for the effectual destruction of the
rats in the ship. In fhe latter case, the expenses shall be borne by the
Sanitary Authority.

Article XXIV. provides that where the Medical Officer of Health certifies
in writing that a rat in the ship is infected with Plague, the master of the ship
shall employ suitable means for the effectual destruction of the rats in the ship.

If the ship is an “infected " ship, or a “ suspected " ship, or as come from,
or during the voyage called at a port infected with Plague, or in which there
are rats infected with Plague, or in which there is or has been during the
voyage an unusual mortality among rats, the master shall, under the direction,
and to the satisfaction of the Medical Officer of Health, take all such
precautions for stopping the access of rats from the ship to the shore.
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A handbill under this Article, as follows, has been issued to the owners of
ships coming from infected ports, and one of these handbills will be placed by
the Medical Officers at Gravesend, on all ships coming from ports infected
with Plague.

PORT OF LONDON SANITARY AUTHORITY.

“The Loeal Government Board have issued Regulations for the
“ prevention of the introduction of Plague, Yellow Fever and Cholera
“into this country, and whereas by such Regulations it is provided,
“ inter alia, as follows :—

REGULATION 24 (2).

i ¢ The master of a ship which by reason of Plague is an infected ship,
% ¢ or a suspected ship, or which has come from, or has, during the voyage,
“ ¢ called at a port infected with Plague, or in which there are rats infected
% ¢ with Plague, or in which there is or has been during the voyage an
“ ¢ ynusual mortality among rats, shall, under the direction and to the
¢ ¢ gatisfaetion of the Medieal Officer of Health, take all such precantions
# ¢or employ all such means for effectually stopping the access of rats
“ tfrom the ship to the shore as in the opinion of the Medical Officer of
i ¢ Health are measures reasonably necessary for the prevention of danger
¢ *arising to public health from the ship.’

“ This is to give notice that, in my epinion, given under the Regulation
“ gforesaid, the following precautions are reasonably necessary for stopping
“ the access of rats from the ship to the shore :—

1. “ All ropes and mooring tackle for securing the vessel either to the
“ ghore or mooring buoys, shall be fitted with metal brushes, funnels, or
“gther effective guards, the portions of such ropes and mooring tackle
“leading from the vessel to a distance from the vessel’s side of at least
% four feet shall be coated each night with fresh tar. Ropes may, if
 desired, be protected by a covering of canvas or yarns before tarring.

2, “ When not engaged in discharging cargo, one gangway only shall
“be permitted to afford means of communication between the ship
“and the shore.

3. “The end of the gangway near the ship shall be whitened for a
“length of 10 feet, and the watchman shall keep the gangway pulled in
* board after sunset.

4. “When alongside the quay, the ports on the side of the vessel
“ nearest the quay shall be kept closed after sunset.

5. “All empty cases and barrels, especially those from the store
“prooms, shall be examined before being landed, to ensure that no rats
““are contained therein.
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“It is recommended that all possible means be adopted for catching
“and destroying rats, both on the voyage and during the stay of the
* vessel in port. Any rats so caught shall be killed, then placed in a
“bucket of strong disinfecting solution, and afterwards burnt in the
“ ship's furnace.

7. “No rats, alive or dead, are to be removed from the ship without
“my permission in writing.

“ ¢If any person wilfully neglects or refuses to obey or carry out, or
“ fgbstructs the execntion of this Regulation, he shall be liable to a
€ ¢ penalty not exceeding ONE HUNDRED POUNDS, and in the ease
“ ¢of a continuing offence, to a further penalty not exceeding FIFTY
*# ¢ POUNDS for every day during which the offence continues,’

“ December 31st, 1907, HERBERT WILLIAMS, M.D. Loxvox,
“0rrrer—51, Kixe Wilniam STREET, Medical Offeer of Health for the
“ IMEENWICH, Fort of Lendon,
“ Lowpox, 8.E."

Article XXV. provides for the destruction of mosquitoes and of the larvae
of mosquitoes in ships “infected " or * suspected " by reason of Yellow Fever.

Article XXV obliges the master of a ship, or any person, to answer
truly all questions put to him by any Officer of Customs or Medical Officer of
Health, as are necessary for any purpose of this order.

Article XXVIII. The Sanitary Authority shall—at the request of, in
substitution for, and, if they think fit, at the cost of the Master—cause any
clothing, bedding, or other article to be disinfected or destroyed, to cause
any part of the ship to be disinfected, to cause any casks or tanks containing
water to be emptied and cleansed, or to employ sunitable means for the
effectual destruction of rats or mosquitoes, or the larvee of mosquitoes. They
may not, however, derive any profit by reason of the sum charged, and the
amount recoverable shall not exceed 201

Parr IV, preseribes the signals to be borne by an * infected " or
“ guspected ' ship, namely—DBetween sunrise and sunset, a large tlag of yellow
and black borne quarterly ; Between sunset and sunrise a signal consisting of
three lights in the form of an equilateral triangle—the light at the apex shall
be white, and the lights at the ends of the base of the triangle shall be red.

The penalty for wilfully neglecting or refusing to obey or carry out, or
obstructing the execution of any regulation, shall be a penalty not exceeding
100/, and in the case of a continuing offence, to a further penalty not
exceeding 501 for every day during which the offence continues.

2 —0vurwarp Bousp Sarps.

These provide for the taking of certain measures for preventing the trans-
mission of Cholera or Plague to foreign countries, in the event of a district or
part of a district in England and Wales, becoming infected with one of
these diseases. :

Parr 1. defines the expressions used in these Regulations.
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The expression Cholera-affected area or Plague-affected area means an area
within the United Kingdom, and which for the time being is affected with
Cholera or Plague.

An Outward Bound ship means, a ship employed or in course of preparation
for employment, in trading or going beyond the United Kingdom, Channel
Tslands, and the Isle of Man.

The expression * Specified Article ” means, in relation to Cholera- or Plague-
infected areas, body linen or clothing, or bedding which has been in use.

In relation to a Cholera-infected area, it means rags, except such rags as are
compressed and carried in bales as merchandise in bulk.

In relation to a Plague-infected area, rags including such rags as are
compressed, and carried in bales as merchandise in bulk.

The expression “ Local Commodity " used in relation to a specified article
means, an article kept, placed, or deposited for any purpose of manufacture,
trade, or industry, within a Cholera-infected area or a Plague-infected area.

Parr IL.  Article V.—Where an outward bound ship is in a district
which is ar comprises a Cholera- or Plague-infected area, the Medical Officer of
Health in the exercise of his diseretion, may at any time, and on the requisition
in writing of the master shall, within twelve hours after receiving such
requisition, visit an outward bound ship, and examine every person on board.
He may also, and on the requisition of the master, shall examine any clothing,
or bedding, or any other article of personal use which, in the opinion of the
Medical Officer of Health, may have been exposed to infection.

Article VL.—Provides that every person on board shall answer truly all
such questions as may be put to him, and give all such information as may be
required by the Medical Officer of Health.

Avticle VIL—If the Medical Officer of Health, after examining the persons
&ec., on board an outward bound ship, is of opinion that there are no cases of
Cholera or Plague, or any illness which may prove to be Cholera or Plague, if
he has made the examination in the exercise of his discretion he may, and if
he has made the examination at the request of the master, ke shall give a
certificate in writing, recording any matters which he deems necessary.

This certificate may state that the clothing, bedding, or other articles, have
been cleansed or disinfected, or that rats on board have been destroyed, and so
may facilitate the admission into pratique in foreign ports of such vessel, or no.

Article VIIL provides that if any person on board is found suffering from
Cholera or Plague, or from an illness which may prove to be Cholera or
Plague, such person shall be forthwith removed to hospital, and the Medical
Officer of Health shall take such steps as appear to him necessary for
preventing the spread of infection, and the ship shall not proceed to sea until
the work of disinfection or destruction has been completed to the satisfaction
of the Medical Officer of Health.



26

Article [X.—Whereas during the stay of an outward bound ship within a
Plague-infected avea, the master shall take all precautions to prevent the
access of rats from the shore to the ship.

Article X.—During the stay of an outward bound ship within a Cholera-
infected area, the master shall take all precautions for securing and main-
taining in a wholesome condition, any water taken on board for drinking
purposes.

Article XT.—The Master of an outward bound ship shall, before any such
certificate as is mentioned in Article VIL is given or delivered by the Medieal
Officer of Health, pay to the Local Authority or to the Medical Officer of Health
on behalf of the Local Authority, a sum which shall be fixed by the Local
Authority, and shall not exceed the amount which appears in the following
Table as the prescribed rate of charge applicable to the outward bound ship :—

TABLE OF CHARGES.

Description of Ship. Prescribed Bate of Charge.

For an outward bound ship carrying not more than ten persons :
including the Master and Crew - - - - Ten Shillings.

For an outward bound ship earrying more than ten persons
and not more than thirty persons, ineluding the Master
and Crew - - - - - - One Pound.

For an outward bound ship carrying more than thirty persons

and not more than one hundred persons, including the
Muster and Crew - - - - - Two Pounds.

and

For an ontward bound shiglmrrying more than one hundred
persons, including the Master and Crew - - - Three Pounds.

It states that the charges shall not exceed this sum, but the amounts shall be
fixed by the Sanitary Authority, and the Port Sanitary Authority have
decided that they be those set out in the Table of Charges herewith,

It should be borne in mind that the Local Government Board anticipate
that the grant of such certificate to the master of a ship may lead to the
application at foreign ports of less stringent treatment than is likely to be
applied in the absence of such a certificate, and so the shipowner is the
person to henefit, whilst there is no obligation on his part to have the
certificate should he not desire to pay the cost of the same.

Parr IIIL prohibits, except under certain conditions, the conveyance of
certain specified articles out of a Cholera- or Plague-affected area, by means of
an outward bound ship.

Article XIV.—Where a certificate of efficient disinfection is required in
the case of a specified article, the owner shall pay to the Local Authority the
sum of five shillings,
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3.—CoasTivg Suies.

The expression, * coasting ship " and coast voyage, means a ship employed,
or in course of preparation for employment in trading, or going on a voyage
beginning and ending within the limits of the United Kingdom, Channel
Islands and the Isle of Man.

The precantions with regard to coasting ships are similar to those on
outward bound ships, with this difference—that only when the Medical
Officer of Health has reason to suppese that a coasting ship is infected, it is
compulsory on him to visit the ship and examine the master and crew and
other persons on board.

It will be seen from a perusal of the above extracts from the regulations
relating to Cholera, Yellow Fever and Plague, that additional and great
responsibility is placed upon the Port of London Sanitary Authority with
regard to the prevention of the introduction of snch diseases into this country,
and I herewith give for your information a short account of the machinery
and procedure necessary for dealing with this matter,

A Medical Officer is constantly on duty at Gravesend by day and night,
and he accompanies, in a launch of His Majesty’s Customs, the Preventive
Officer, who visits every ship arriving from “foreign.”” His duty is to
investigate every case of illness that oceurs, or that has ocecurred, during the
voyage, with a view to ascertaining whether it is of an infectious nature, and
should the ship have come from, or touched at, a port infected with Cholera,
Yellow Fever or Plague, he boards the vessel, and satisfies himself by a
personal examination and by ecareful enquiry, that there is no person on
board suffering from either of these diseases, or with any symptoms suspicious
of the same.

In the event of a case of Cholera, Yellow Fever or Plague, or any other
Infections Disease being discovered, the patient is removed to the Hospital of
this Authority at Denton, where he is isolated until all danger of his
spreading infection is passed. Such measures of disinfection are carried out
on the vessel as may be considered necessary to prevent the spread of disease.
After disinfection the vessel is allowed to proceed to dock, where careful
enquiries are made every day by an Inspector of the Authority, who reports
anything of a suspicious pature forthwith to your Medical Officer of Health
at Greenwich.

A Medical Officer is also stationed at Sheerness to carry out the same-
duties under these Regulations with regard to vessels entering the River
Medway.

Three launches are available for the removal to Hospital of any case of
Infectious Disease that may be discovered within the jurisdiction of the Port
of London Sanitary Authority.
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The Regulations as to ships arriving from foreign ports make provisions
prescribing the procedure to be followed with a view to preventing the
transmission of Plague by rats on board ship, and to obviate this, rats are in
all cases to be destroyed when the ship is infected with Plague, or when rats
in the ship are infected with that dizease.

In the case of a suspected ship by reason of Plague, this procedure is also
obligatory when the Medical Officer of Health requires it to be followed.

Many vessels arrive from Plague-infected ports, and these may be infected
or suspected, and only enter the Portof London for the purpose of discharging
part of the cargo, afterwards proceeding to some other port in the United
Kingdom. It therefore follows that these Regulations require that in certain
contingencies the rats shall be destroyed on board whilst the cargo, or part of
the cargo, is in the holds.

The question of providing a suitable apparatus to enable rats to be
destroyed on board ship before the discharge of cargo, is under consideration
by the Port of London Sanitary Committee. When that has been installed,
all the staff and machinery will be possessed by the Port of London
Sanitary Authorities necessary for effectively carrying out the regulations

issued by the Loecal Government Board.

! SMALL-POX.

Eight cases were admitted and treated in Denton Hospital, a larger
number than were treated by the Metropolitan Asylums Board's Hospitals
during the year.

The s.5 “ Adansi,” of Liverpool, official number 113,485, left Maceio on
the 22nd December, 1906, and called at Parahyba on the 12th January, 1907,
where a distressed British seaman was taken on board. This man developed
the rash of Small-pox on the 22nd January, and on arrival of the vessel in
Liverpool on the 7th February he was landed and placed in hospital. The
ship and all effects were disinfected and the crew vaccinated.

The wvessel left Liverpool for London on Eu.turday. the 9th February, and
arrived at Gravesend on the morning of the 13th. The Medical Officer of
Health for Liverpool had duly informed me that a case of Small-pox had been
landed there, and that the vessel was leaving for London.

On arrival of the vessel at Gravesend, the Master reported all well and that
there had been no sickness during the voyage, and repeated this to the
Medical Officer who boarded the vessel. He deemed it necessary to muster
everyone, and on examining them carefully he discovered the fourth engineer
with the rash of Small-pox well out upon him, and forthwith landed him at
Denton Hospital, It was ascertained that the rash came out on the evening
of the 9th February, and was shown to the Master either that night or the
next day, who considered it of no importance.
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On the 14th February, the third officer ailed with feverish symptoms
and a pain in the chest, and was at once isolated in his cabin, He was
attended by a doctor, who promptly sent him to the Seamen’s Hospital
at Greenwich, informing me by telephone. Bearing in mind the history of
the ship, I at once acquainted the Medical Superintendent of the Hospital
with the facts, and on the patient’s arrival at the Hospital he was at once
placed in a room by himself, where I examined him in consultation with the
Medical Superintendent. It was not possible at that early stage of the disease to
certify definitely that the patient was suffering from Small-pox, and he was
gccordingly isolated, but on seeing him next morning I definitely diagnosed
Small-pox. The patient was taken in an ambulance to the South Wharf
Shelter of the Metropolitan Asylums Board, and thence despatched by launch
to Denton Hospital,

No fugther cases occurred on board. The majority of the crew having
been paid off, their names and addresses were notified to the Medical Officers
of Health of the districts concerned.

The first patient was isolated in a tent on the after part of the ship, and the
two other cases were infected from him probably in the following manner :
the Engineer had to visit daily the shaft tunnel from which a ventilator
opened on to the deck close to the tent, the third officer had to examine the
log daily at noon and had to pass close to the tent, and thus each officer was
daily exposed to the risk of infection.

The s.5. “ Rohilla,” of Glasgow, official number 124,149, from Calcutta,
arrived at Gravesend on the 4th March. The vessel left Caleutta on the 26th
January. On 28th March a lady passenger, and on the 30th one of the native
erew, a sculleryman, were taken ill with Small-pox. Both the cases were
landed at Madras on the 30th January with all effects, The vessel was fumi-
cated there and the crew vaccinated.

The ss. “Clan Ranald,” of Glasgow, official number 111,200, from
Calentta, arrived at Gravesend on the 16th March. One of the native crew
ailed five days after leaving Caleutta, and the rash of Small-pox came out
subsequently, He was landed at Perim on the 24th February. The chief
officer assisted to earry him on shore there, and fifteen days later the chief
officer developed the rash of Small-pox, and. on the arrival of the vessel at
Gravesend he was landed at Denton Hospital with all effects. He had only
been vaccinated in infancy and showed only one faint mark. The crew were
kept under observation during the stay of the vessel in this port, and the
vessel sailed on 20th March for Dunkirk.

The s.s. * Pomeranian,” of Glasgow, official number 85,193, from Halifax,
N.S., arrived at Gravesend on the 20th March. The history of the vessel is
as follows : Left London §th February, and Havre on 9th February. One
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of the passengers who embarked at Havre ailed on 16th Febroary, and the
rash of Small-pox came out on the 17th. He was at once isolated, and landed
at Halifax on 22nd February, where he died. A second case, the steerage
steward, was also landed at Halifax on the 4th March,

On the 5th March, the assistant steerage steward ailed, and the rash of
Small-pox came out on the Sth March. He was at once isolated, and on the
arrival of the vessel at Gravesend was landed at Denton Hospital. Those
members of the crew who were not vaccinated or re-vaceinated at Halifax were
vaccinated at Gravesend. All persons leaving the vessel in London were
notified to the Medical Officers of Health of the districts to which they pro-
ceeded, and the vessel sailed for Havre on the 28th March.

On the 26th March, the s.s.  Southville,” of North Shields, official number
117,963, from Odessa, arrived at Gravesend, when the Master reported that
one of the engineers was unwell and had a little rash on him. On investiga-
tion this proved to be the rash of Small-pox. He was first taken ill on 16th
March, and kept more or less in his own cabin from that date with a mMess-room
boy in attendance on him. I discovered that this boy had never been vaceinated,
and I therefore deemed it necessary to land him at Denton Hospital for
observation, as it was most probable he would develop symptoms of the
disease during the next few days.

On the 27th March, he ailed with headache, pain in back, and fever, and
was at once treated as a ease of Small-pox. The rash came out on 30th March,
and was of a very severe confluent type. The boy was infected on the first
day of exposure, viz., 16th March. He stated ** his father and mother did
not believe in vaccination.” He recovered, but had a narrow escape of his
life, and at best was considerably disficured.

The s.s. * Shadwell,” of Sunderland, official pumber 114,659, from Calcutta,
arrived at Gravesend on the 10th May, via Dunkirk and Middlesbrough.

On the 9th March, a native quartermaster was landed at Colombo suffering
from Small-pox. Two cases suspicious of Small-pox were landed at Dunkick
on the 18th April, and a lascar was landed at Middlesbrough suffering from
Small-pox on the 29th April,

On August 2nd, an able seaman was paid off from a British vessel at
Rotterdam. He came over to London, arriving on August drd, apparently
well. He left the ship at Tilbury and proceeded by train to London, and
thence to an address in Poplar,

The rash of Small-pox appeared on August Sth, and he was removed to.
hospital.

The passengers’ quarters occupied by him on the vessel were disinfected as
o precautionary measure,
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TABLE 1X.

( SMALL-POX.)

Date, ]""“'““ L. o wr |y o | 100 How dealt with,
|
1907, i
||
Jan. 17 | &8 Loristan,” of Swanses, | Marseilles - 1 | Removel to Hospital at
124,358, Gibraltar,
i 28 | ss. “Mazagon," of (las- | Koba - = 1 Removed to Hospital at
gow, 104,641, Cebu.
Feb. 13 | ss % Adansi,” of Liverpool, | Maceio - % | One removed to Hospital
115,485, ! at Liverpool ; two
Port: Sanitary Hospital,
A 20 | 5. “Tactician.” of Liver- | Calentta - 1 | Removed to Port Sanitary
pool, 113,398, i Hospital.
March 4 | ss. * RKohilla,” of Glasgow, | Do, -| 2 | Removed to Hospital at
124,140, Madras,
- 16 | &8 * Clan Raoald,” of Da. 2 | ine removed to Hospital
Glasgow, 111,290, at Perim, and one to
Port Sanitary Hospital.
- 20 g.8. * Pomeranian,"” of Glas- | Halifax, N.8. % | Two removed to Hospital
gow, 85,198, at Halifax, and one to
Port Sanitary Hospital.
= a5 | 8. * Sonthville,” of NW. | Odessa = 2 | Removed to Port Sanitary
Shields, 117,968, Hospital.
April 5 | ss. “Collegian,” of Liver- | Caleotta - 1 | Removed to Hospital at
pool, 110,584, Bues,
5 10 | s& * Pergin,” of Glasgow, Do, - 1 Ditto.
87,701,
- 15 | && ““Jelonga,” of Glas- Da, - 1 Removed to Hospital at
gow, 98,506, Colombo.
May 9 | 5.5 “ Bonda," of Gresnock, Da. . 1 | Removed to Hospital at
102,394, Snez, - .
= 10 | 55 * Shadwell,” of Sunder- Da - 4 | Dne removed to Hospital
land, 114,609, at  Colombo, two at
Duonkirk, and one at
Middlesbrongh.
July 22 | ss. *Henri Geringer,” of | Tarragona - 1 | Removed to Port Sanitary
Anvars, | Hospital.
Aug. 10 | ss. “ Batavis IIL.,” of | Rotterdam - 1 | Removed to Poplar Hos-
Rottendam, pital,
Sept. 1 | #.s. * Macodonia,” of Bel- | Syduey - 1 | Removed to Hospital at
fast, 116,012, Marseilles,
Dec. 15 | =& * Egypt,” of Greenock, | Bombay . 1 Died, and body buried at
105,581. | sem,
Total | 27 |

SCARLET FEVER.

Of the total number of cases, 34 will be seen to have occurred on the
As might be expected,
Scarlet Fever, once it breaks out in institutions of this kind where the inmates
are all of susceptible age, there is a difficulty in at once checking the epidemic.

The French barque * Thiers,” of Nantes, arrived at Gravesend on the 11th
May from St. Nazaire, in which port it had been lying for about six months.

Training Ships * Arethusa™ and * Cornwall.”

A case of Scarlet Fever was removed to hospital at St. Nazaire on the 3rd
May, a second case was removed on the 4th, and a third cese on the 6th of
that month. The vessel was thoroughly disinfected before leaving the port.

During the stay of the vessel in the Port of London it was kept under daily
observation, and no further cases occurred.
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TABLE X.

(ScarLeT FEVER.)

Hame of Vessel, Pore of Begistry, and Offcial |

| Mumber

Date, I et 1 Wihere from. |1::r Onses, | How dealt with,

Jan, 21 | % Warspite " Training Ship, lying off | — | 1 'Rumuvad te Bhip’s
{ Greenhithe, Hospital on shm‘e

at Greenhithe,

Fab, 6 | se= 0 Somali)" of Greenock, 114,046 - i Caleutta - 1 Removed to Port
_ Banitary Hospital,

March 22 9 Arethuss " Training Ship, lying off | = 1 Ditia,

Gireenhithe. I
# 80| " Cornwall " Training Ship, lying off | P 1 Removed to Hos-
Purfieet. | pital at Waen
| nington,

April 25 | Ditto - | — 2 Isolated in ship's
| lodge on shore,

May 11 | Barque ¥ Thiers," of Nantes . - | Bt. Nazaire 3 Bemoved to Hos-
| I pital at St. Naz-
: aire.

June 7 | Arethoss " Training Ship, Iying off e | Removed to Hos-

Greenhithe, : . pital at Dartford.
- 17 | Ditto. = 2 Ditio,

Aungust 8 | Barge “ Valdora,” of London, 118, -1-I5F Yarmouth- 1 Removed to Hos
! pital of Metropali-
| . | tan Asylums Board,

i 14 [ a8 * Galeka,” of Bouthampton, | East Lon- ji s Removed to Port
| 110,266, | don. | Sanitary Hospital,

Sept. 5 | s.s. * Si. John City,” of West Hartle- | Newport bt Removed to Hospi-

pool, 98,645, News, | tal at West Ham.
: 11 | * Cornwall " Training Bhip, lying off — | 8 | Removed to Hos-
Purfieot. | pital at  Wen-
' nington.
e | i Ditto. - | — 1 IrIl'I'ml}iu.ul.
1 18 | Waich Barge “ SBeagull”- - - | Moored off 1 Patient went to his
East home at Grays.
Gireenwich
w 14 | “Cornwall " Training Ship, lying off — 1 Removed to Hos-
Purfleet., , | pital at  Wen-
| | nington,
% 16 Thitto, - | - Ly Diitto.
i 19 Dhitio, - —_ 1 Dittao,
o 21 Thitto. - — 1 | Ditto,
. 27 | Ditea. - — 2 | Ditto.
Ot, 1% | Ditta. - | = 1 Dit e,
b 15 | Ditto, — 1 Ditee,

Sept. 24 | * Arethusa” Training Ship, Iymg nﬂ — 1 Removed to Hos-
| Gireenhithe, pital at Bow
| . Arrow, Dartford.

w80 | Ditto. : - 1, Ditto.

Oct, 1 Ditho, - - | 1 Ditto

- [ Ditea, - — 2 Ditt,
33 B | Ditto, - —_ | 1 | Removed io Ship's
| : | Hospital on shore,

—_— Ditto, = | Ditto,
Sept. 24 se “ Newark Castle” of Ln-ndmu,, | Mauritius - 1 | Removed to Hospi-
115,806, | tal at Cape Town.
1 30 | ms ¢ Wakool,” of London, 109,996 - | Sydney - 1 | Removed to Port
I Snmury Hasapital,

Nov, T | " Cornwall ® Training Ship, lying of = | 1 | Removed to Hos-

| Puarfleet. i pital at Wen-

nington.
e 25 | Arethnsa " Training Ship, lying off S 1 Removed to Hos-
Greenhithe. pital at Dartford,
Dag. 2 | Ditto, - - 1 Bemoved to Hos-
pital of Matropali-
tan Asylums Board.
it 17 Ditto, - —_ 1 Removed to Hos-
pital at Dartford.

- 19 Ditto. —_ 2 Ditto,

W 80 | “Comwall " Training Ship, lying uIT —_— 1 | Removed to Hos.
Purfleat. pital  at  Wen-

| nington,

Total - dd
!




ENTERIC FEVER.

“ The s.s. * Flandria,” of Ghent, from Cherbourg, via Guernsey, arrived at
Gravesend on the 27th April. One of the crew, a fireman, was taken ill in
Cherbourg, and on arrival at Gravesend was found to be in a very serious
condition. The Medical Officer who boarded the vessel thonght the case very
suspicious of Enteric Fever, and ordered the removal of the patient to Denton
Hospital, where a more careful examination was made. The patient then
presented the signs and symptoms of Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis or
Spotted Fever. His condition became worse and he was quite uneonscions
and finally died on 1st May. A post-mortem examination revealed lesions of
Enteric Fever in the intestines and also meningitis of the brain and spinal
chord. A baeteriological examination of the fluid from the spinal canal
showed that it did not contain the organism of epidemic Cerebro-Spinal
Meningitis, but abundant colonies of the organism of Enteric Fever were
discovered.

DECEASED SEAMEN'S EFFECTS.

On the 31st January last I received a letter from the Superintendent of
the Mercantile Marine Office, at Dock Street, London, E., stating that the
effeets of a seaman who had died of Enteric Fever had been forwarded by the
Consul at Dunkirk, and that the effects had not been disinfected. They were
accordingly removed to the Hospital at Denton and disinfected by means of
superheated steam.

On July 26th, I received a telegram informing me that certain effects of a
deceased seaman had been landed in Tilbury Dock. On making enquiries it
was ascertained that these were the effects of a man who had died abroad of
Enteric Fever.

The effects had not been disinfected, and were brought to this country as
cargo.

It is customary to remove all such effects to Denton for the purpose of
diginfection, unless documentary evidence is produced to the effect that the
articles have either been satisfactorily disinfected or that the cause of death
was not due to infections disease.
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TABLE XI
(Exreric FEves.)

Hn..m‘l

Date, e Ol a e et | Where from, | N How dealt with,
1907,
Junuary 20 | 5.5 “ Ulabrand,” of Tonsberg - | Bangkok - 1 | Bemoved to Hospital at
Algiers.
i 26 | 58, “ Crown Point," of Liver- | Philadelphia 1 | Removed to Port Sani-
pool, 110,644, |  tary Hospital,
February 17 | 85 “ China,” of Belfast, | Sydney - 1 Ditto.
104,407,
b 19 | g8 “ Malneen,"” of Barrow, | Calentta - 1 | Removed to Hospital at
| 93.426. Colombo,
o 21 | 52, “Parans,” of Belinst, | La Plata - 1 | Removed to Hospital at
116,016, Las Palmas,
March 4 | ps. “ Hostilins,” of Liverpool, | Bahia 1 | Removed to Port Sani-
113,874, Blanea tary Hospital,
i+ + | 8.5 “Cawdor Castle,” of Lon- | Mauritius - 1 | Removed to Hospital at
iom, 114,828, Southampton,
" 30 | s.5. * Britannia,” of Greenock, | Sydney - 1 | Removed to Hospital at
98,196. ! Colombo.
April 5 | ss “City of Glasgow,” of | Calcutta - 1 | Removed to Hospital at
GHlasgow, 181,504, Malta.
% 5 | g "IElr.:'H Point," of Liver- | Philadelphia 1 | Removed to Port Sani-
, 118,870, Hospital.
i 13 l.ﬂ.p{:t'lﬁnikm” of Southampton, | East London 1 w7 Dhitto,
106,908.
26 | 5.5, -~ Mooltan,” of Greenock, | Bydney - 1 | Bemoved to Hospital at
117.597. | Marzeilles,
i 27 | a5, “Montezuma,” of Liver- | St John's, 1 | Removed to Port SBani-
pool, 110,604, N.B. tary Hogpital.
May 7 | s.5. * Gamecock,” of London, | Plying be- | 1 | Removed to Gravesend
H7,063. twoen Lon- Haospital.
don and
|  Gravesend. |
= 21 | s.a. * City of Caleutta,” of | Caleatta - 1 | Removed to Port Sani-
Glasgow, 118,759, tary Hospital,
= 2¢ | g5, “ Gresnbank,” of West | Savannah - 1 | Died, and body baried
| Hartlepool, 119,864. | at Sen.
AJune 4 | 8.5, “ Michigan,” of Liverpool, | New Orleans 1 | Removed to Branch
108,387, : Seamen’s Hospital,
6| 88, “Oroya,” of Liverpool, | Brisbane - 1 | Removed to Hospital at
98,712, ' i Plymouth,
i 10 | ss. * Inchkeith,” of Liverpoul, | Bahai 1 | Removed to Hospital at
: 110, 500, ! Blanca Bi. Vineent.
12 | 5. * Arndale,” of Whitby, | Buenos 1 | Removed to Hospital at
118,857, : Ayres Madeira.
15 | s8. * Ortona,” of Liverpool, | Brisbane - 1 | Removed to Hospital at
110,615, Colombo,
i 17 | s.8. * Starcross,” of Cardiff, | Rosario - 1 | Removed to Hospital at
DF 4R, Monte Video,
" 19 | ss. * Welikij Knjas Alexander | Liban - 1 | Removed to Port Sani-
Michailowitsch,” of Riga. tary Hospital,
i 29 | sa. “lllove,” of Aberdeen, | Delagon Bay 1 Diitto.
94,543,
o 29 | gs. “ Newlande,” of West | Mohile - 1 | Removed to Hospital at
Hartlepool, 115,125, Salfomrd.
July D | a8 % Bola,” of London, 108,243 | Buenns 2 | Kemoved to Hospital at
Ayres Las Palmas,
= 8 | ss. * Magds," of West Hartle- | 8t. Lawrence 1 | Removed to Port Sani-
pool, 82,827, | tary Hospital.
- 10 | 88, “City of Benares,” of | Caleutta - 1 Diteo,
" Glasgow, 114,004,
5 15 | ss. “ Kurgan,” of Riga 5t Poters- 1 | Removed ro Hospital at
burg. 8t. Petersbarg,
i 17 | &s. “ Manitou,” of West| Philadelphia 1 | lemoved to Hospital at
Hartlepool, 106,971, Southampton,
Forward - | 81




Drate,
1907,
August 1
o [l
a 11
,, 26
Beptember 8
5 Bl
Octobier 6
s 10
» 13
b 15
- 13
i 20
- 22
’ 22
. 22
T 25
November 20
December 1

I .
o e B
Broug|ht forward -
g5 * Phanicis,” of Whithy, | Fernandina
99,280,
g8, * Kura” of Neweasile, | Batoum -
PR 153,
ag  * Arabia,” of Greenock, | Bombay -
105,587,
5.8, * Moringen,” of Christian- | Lisbon -
sund.
g5 Albiana,” of West Hartle: | Newport
118,887, Nowa
8.8 * Bt, John," of Gothenburg. | Sfax - -
g8 “Egypt” of Greenock, Bombay -
105,681,
5.5 * Amatonga,” of London, | Karachi -
115,957,
a5 “City of Dundee,” of | Bmyma -
Glasgow, 97,668,
| s.5. “Sunda” of Greenock, | Yokohama -
102,399,
s.8. * Anamba,” of Copenhagen | Bangkok -
s “Iago,” of Hull, 95,781 - | Palermo -
s.8. “Moringen,” of Christian- | Aviles -
sumnil.
sa,  * Illove,” of Aberdeen, | Beira- .
04,543,
« Lyyli,”" of Hull, 123,201 - | Bremen -
85, *Goleonds,” of Glasgow, | Calenita -
95,008,
s.s. * Hungarian,” of Glasgow, | Montreal -
115,298,
s.8. “ Faney,” of Tonsberg - | Abo - -
1

HH]

How dealt with,

Removed to Port Sani-
tary Hospital,
i Ditta.

Removed to Hospital at
Port Said.
Removed to Port Sani-
tary Hospital,
Ditto.

Ditta,
Ditto.

Removed to Hospital at
Port Said.
Removed to Port Sani-
tary Hospital.
Dittao,

IHito.

Removed to Hospital st
Finme.
Removed to Port Suni-
tary Hospital.
Died, and buaried
at sea.
Removed to Seamen’s
Hospital st Greenwich.
Died, and body buried
atb sea.
Removed to Bermond-
say Borough Council's
Infirmary.
Removed to Port Sani-
tary Hoapital.
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TABLE XII

(MEAsLES. )
Date, Hame ﬂgﬁgj?&:ﬁ”"’ 'Whur? from, m How dealt with,
1907. PG '
January 3 | s “Tbis,” of Cork, 92,016, | Antwerp - 1 | Removed to Port Sani-
tary Hospital.
i 12 | 88, * Mooltan,” of Greenock, | Sydney - 1 Ditto,
STIY,807.
Febroary 6 | sis. * Minneapolis,” of Belfast, | Now York - 1 Patient convalescent on
| 110,515, | arrival of wvessel in
Laondon.
March 1 | &s. * Marathon,” of Aberdeen, | Brishane - 2 | One landed at Cape
118,184, 1 Town,and one at Ply-
month, both econva-
lescent,
April 2 88 “8yria" of Glasgow, | Caleutta - 2 | Patientz convalescent
[ 118,050, on arrival of vessel in
London,
3 21 | 55, * Orotava,” of Liverpool, | Brisbana - 4 | One recoversd before
06,348, veszel arvived in Lion-
don :  two  removed
to Tilbury Cottage
Hospital.
+ 21 | =8 City of York,” of Glasgow, | Calentta - 1 | Patient convalescent on
118,100, arrival in London.
i 22 | ss. “Nicolay Belozwetow,” of | Riga - 1 [itto.
Bt. Petersburg. |
May 23 | a5, " Nile,” of Greenock, | Yokohama - 1 | Removed to hospital at
128,627, Bingapure.
June B | 55 Y Montroge," of London, | Montreal - 1 Patient convalescent on
108,251, | arrival of vessel in
London.
A 10| 85, = Volinrne,” of Hull, | Palerma - 1 Removed  to Hoaapital
| 881448, at Fiume,
" 23 | s “ Mount Temple,” of Liver- | Montreal - 1 | Patient convalescent on
pool, 118,496, arrival of wessel in
: Liondon,
July IT | 8s. * Avondale Castle,” of Cape Town - 1 Dhitto,
London, 108,160,
i 15 | Central I!lutaI, ltoyal  Albert — 1 | Isolated at own resi-
Duock. denee,
" 17 | 8.8 * Gaika," of Sonthampton, | Cape Town - 1 | Convaleseent on arrival
106,905, of vesael in - London.
Angust 1| es. “Geclong," of London, | Sydney - 5 | Removed to Hospital
118426, at Durban.
0 10 | as ' Bardinian,” of Glasgow, | Montreal - 1 | Convalescent on arrival
71,695, of vessel in London.
% 19 | s8. * Morocen,” of London, | Madeira - 1 |iRemoved 10 Hospital
79,660, at Mazagan.
i 25 | .8 ¢ China,” of Belfast, | Shanghai - 1 | Removed to Port Sani-
104 467, tary Hospital,
a 26 | ss. Y Commonwealth,” of Lon- Sydney - 2 | Patisnts well on arrival
dom, 115,908, of vessel in London,
Beptember 7 | ss.  “ Persic,” of Liverpool, | Ditto- = 1 | Removed to Port Sani-
110,620, tary Hospital,
- 9 | 8.8 Clan Chattan,” of Glaggow, | Bimlipatam 1 | Removed to Hospital
115,711, at Madras,
T 29 | s * Moldavin,” of Greenock, | Sydney - 2 | Dne removed at Port
117,582, Haid, and one con-
valescent on arrival
of veazel in London,
Uctober ~ 19 | .5, ** Marmora,” of Belfast, | Bambay - 1 | Left vessel at Plymouth,
116,011,
i 50 | s.8. *Medie,” of Liverpool, | Bydney - | 14 | Two landed at Cape
110,578, Town, one convales-
cent on arrival of ves.
gel in London, seven
removed  to  Port
Banitary Hospital,
November 8 | a5 * Oruoa,” of Liverpool, | Brishane - 1 | Removed to Hospital
96,510, at Freemantle,
= § | sa “ Monnt Temple,” of Liver- | Montreal - 1 | Removed to Port Sani-
pool, 118,496, tary Hospital.
i 23 | 58 “Alrie,” of Liverpool, | Sydney - 1 | Convalescent on arrival
110,537. of veseel in London,
Total - | 51
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TABLE XIV.

(Rerarsivg FEvER.)

Date | THomest Vemol, Port of Registry | wrhars from, | Ho. of How dealt with.
1307, s i e T T
Oct. 25 . | a.5. “ Goleonds,” of Glasgow, | Calentta - 1 | Convalescent on arrival of
95,088, veazel in London.
TABLE XV,
( ErvsipELAS.)
Dats. Noame of Visssl, P%r:;fhf:ght:jand Official T bk Proa. No, of How dealt with,
: PR L
1807,
Aug. 26 - | 85, “ Commonwealth,” of London, | S8ydney - 1 | Patient well on
115,908, arrival of veasel
in London,
Nov.7 - | Barque * Helvetia,” of Sandefjord - | Drobak - 1 Isolated on board.
Total - 2
|
TABLE XVI.
( DiPHTHERIA.)
Date, | Mameof Vessel, Port of Registry and Oficlal | wiare trom, | N%.9 | How dealt with.
1907, | g0
April 3 - | a5 “ Kurgan,” of Windan - - | Riga - 2 Removed to Port
: Sanitary Hozpital.
Aung. 11 - | * Hedwig,” of Marstrand - = | Nederkalix 1 Removed to Hos-
pital at Malmo.
Sept. 13 - | 8.8,  “German,” of Southampton, | East 1 Removed to Port
108,280, London Sanitary Hospital..
w 20 - | 8s. * Hyperia,"” of Liverpocl, 105,842 - —_ 1 Removed to Hos-
pital of Metro-
ﬁ:tuu Asylums
ri.
» 25 - | HM.B. “ President,” lying in Bouth-West India Dk.| 1 Ditto,
Oet. 21 - | s.8. “City of Glasgow,” of Glasgow, | Calenita - 1 Died, and body
121,804, buried at sea.
Total - T
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TABLE XVIL

(Contwuep FEveR.)

Date | Name of Vessel, Port of Registry and Ofical | yyyero from. Wooof |  foer diadt with.
T A RO 1 e ;
Jan,” 9 - | 8.5  Manora," of Glasgow, 83,908 - | Calentta - 1 | Removed to Port
Banitary Hospital,
March 8 - | 5.8 * Georg,” of Flensborg - - | Tarragona 1 Diita,
§ - |-ss * Whitehall,” of West Hartlepool, | Pensacols 1 Ditto,
10, HiE.
20 - | s % Mendelssolin,” of Sunderand, | Odessa - 1 Ditto,
87,529,
April 14 - |85, * Clan Sutherland,” of Glasgow, | Bimlipatam| 1 Ditto.
106,057,
» 16 - | ss * Hermiston," of Glasgow, 115,964 | Rosario - 1 Ditto.
w27 = | ss. © Flandria,” of Ghent - - | Guernsey 1 Ditto.
June 26 - | s, * Glenstrae,” of London, 120,502 - | Otarn - 1 Titta.
Sept. 7 - | 25 Swaledale,” of Sunderland, | Bombay & 1 Removed to Branch
114,644, Australia. Beamen's Hospital,
o 12 - | s.& * China,” of Belfast, 104,467 =~ | Bhanghai 1 Removed to Port
: Banitary Hospital,
e, b a.5. ** City of Edinburgh,” of Liverpool, | Caleutta - 1 Ditto.
110,539, -
Total - 11

COMPULSORY NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

The Order of the Court of Common Council, making Cerebro-Spinal
Meningitis, commonly known as Spotted Fever, a notifiable disease expired
on the 30th September, 1907,

This Order was, by Resolution of the Common Council, extended for a
further period until December 31st, 1908, and Chicken-pox was also made a
notifiable disease until May 31st, 1908.

These Orders were approved by the Loeal Government Board, and public
notice thereof was duly given in the manner required by the Public Health
(London) Act, 1891,

Port orF Loxpux Port SawiTary DisTrICT.

Return of the number of cases of Infectious Disease medically reported to
the Medical Officer of Health during the year 1907, and of deaths from the
diseases notified : —
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Cases notified Deaths vegistered

in 1907, m 1907,
Small-pox - - - 8 Nil.
Bearlet Fover - - il Nil.
Diphtheria - - 5 Nil,
Membranous Crounp - Nil. Hil.
Typhus Fever - - Nil. Nil,
Enterie or Typhoid - 29 4
Continued Fever - - 9 1z
Relapsing Fever - - Nil. Nil.
Puerperal Fever - - Nil. Nil.
Cholera (suspeeted) - 1 Nil.
Erysipelas - - - 1 Nil.
Plague {uuﬂpected’:l - 3 Nil.
Measles - - 18 Wil.
Chicken-pox - - 4 Nil.
Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis t - 1 1
116 6
* Death doe to pneamoni, _ml.gmaln doubtful.
TABLE XVIII.
Beri- Berr,
Date. Hame of Vesacl, Where from. Ko, of Cases,
1907,
Gth Febroary - = | 8.8 Bomali,” of Green- | Calentta = 1
ock, 114,056 :
13th - - | 8.8, “Neptune,” of | Rio de Janeiro 2
Londen, 104,800,
11th May - - | 8.8 *Clan Forbes,” of | Bunbury - B
Glasgow, 115,762, .
15t October - - | 8. * Bimls,"” of Green- | Yokohama - 1
ock, 102,395,
15th ., - - | 8.8, * Bunda,” of Green- Ditto - 7 (one
ock, 102,309, futal )
2nd November - - | 8.8 “ Goth,” of South- | Delagon Day - 1
ampton, 98,866,
29th i - - | 8.5 “Tintagel Castle” Ditto - 0
of London, 105,900,
21et Decembier - = | g8, ' Pera," of Belfast, | Sydney - 1
116,002, e
ToTaL - 25

SCURVY.

The barque * Frieda Mahn,” of Rostock, from Vinda, arrived at Gravesend
on the 3rd October, when it was found that one of the crew was suffering
with seurvy. Two other eases had oceurred during the voyage, but were

convalescing at the time of the arrival of the vessel.
rarely met with on incoming vessels.

This disease is now very
Voyages are shorter, and better

methods of preserving food-stuffs are adopted. This explains the prac:h-:al
disappearance of this disease from the mercantile marine.
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TABLE XX,

Nuumser oF Disivrectioxs or Errecrs, Beopixa, &o., rRom 1T JANUARY TO
alsr Decemser, 1907,

Reason for Disinfection. -5 g-g
| . RN
aal 1 B AR ARRE TR AR Y IR
1= B E L E T
=
Janumary - | 1| 1 || 2fee| 2| |ana] | 1| O 12 | B
Febmotry ‘= | oo [t s o] o5 || B | & &) 3| 8|20 22| 1
March- -| 2| 3|..| 2 . 1| 4| 2] 6| 20 |12 | %
April - - 38 (0 | ] ool | s B | 1 10| 24 12 | 3
My L | |3 I ) (s 5| 9] 5
Jung - =4 1 1 4 1 7, 14 | 10
July - -|.. d g i G (B (O 1 |
Angust C [ |8 - 4 L (B 2 o I b}
ﬂnrphml;m.- - i [ Y SR (S N 1 . (O] ISR | 8
Qectober Y [ ) | OREE (N T | o | I a2 . « | 8| 18 ]
November - | B TR | R ) T 8 7 8 9
Thésember =4 we ||| Bill cichedi[bbmefia || o8 lose s i | 84 00 | 811
Totals -| 6| 8| 4|84 | 1|12 8|12 9| 4|76 | 169 [115
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ALIENS ACT, 1905

Aliens arriving in the United Kingdom during the twelve months ending
December 31st, 1907, according to the official retarns issued by the Home
Office :—

All Ports.  In London.

Cabin passengers = = = = = = 149,532 30,078

Exempted second-class passengers - - - - 97,213 12,923
Transmigrants - e e Rt R 172,437 8,511
Other Alien passengers- - =~ - - - 61,759 11,262

480741 62,774

PARTICULARS OF OTHER ALIEN PASSENGERS.

Proceeding to destination outside United Kingdom - 8,906 2,149
Holding return tickets - - - - - - 6,803 GELL
Seamen - - - - - - - - 12,002 1,391
Refused leave to land - - - = - - 7498 124
Blinge -venabmell | iegimini. . el Sosegimel o weBggion 7,058

f1,759 11,262

The number of expulsion orders made under the Act was 317,

The total number of alien steerage passengers arriving in the United
Kingdom liable to examination under the Aliens Act was 61,759, of whom
11,262 arrived in the Port of London.

Nox-ImMicranT axp IMMiGrRANT Spirs.

During the year, 2,072 non-immigrant ships arrived in the Port of London,
bringing 29,420 passengers ; and 449 immigrant ships bringing 33,084
passengers,

Transmigrants were all examined with a view to the detection of any case
of an infectious disorder amongst them, whilst the immigrants were subjected
to a more careful and thorough examination,

ALIENS.
Number of non-immigrant ships arriving in Port of London - = 2072
Ditto, inotherporta - - = = = = = z & 7,518
Total -~ . - - _9,5913



44

Number of alien passengers on non-immigrant ships arriving in Port

of London - - - . - - - -, - - 20,420
Ditto, in other ports - - - - - - - - - 104,081
Total - - - - 133,501
Number of immigrant ships arriving in Port of London - - 449
Number in other ports - - - - - - - - - 3,490
Total - - - - 3,939

Number of alien passengers arriving on immigrant ships in Port of
London --- - = - - - - - - - 33,084
Ditto, in other ports - - - - - - - - 313,790
Total - - - - B46.,874

ARrivarLs IN THE Porr oF Loxpow.
BHIPS. P As5ENGERS,
Non- Non-

Immigrant. Immigrant. Total.  Immigrant. Immigrant. Total.
-]Ill!l'l.l:l'l].'}’ - 164 15 179 2,568 1,167 3.535
February - 164 11 175 2,147 H54 2,981
March - - 165 15 180 2,579 1,194 3,778
April - - 174 34 208 2,653 2474 5,127
May - - 176 48 285 2,500 3,672 6,172
June - - 171 43 214 3,257 3,655 6,912
July - - 173 76 249 2,066 5,677 7,743
August - 181 T0 251 2118 5,072 7,190
September - 171 64 285 1,919 4,508 6,517
Oetober - 192 ar 229 2 853 2,552 5,405
November - 173 18 191 2. R95 1,066 3,761
December - 168 17 185 & 265 1,123 8,088
2.072 449 2. 521 29,420 33,084 62,504
—_— e ———— ————— —— ——

The s.5. “ Mount Temple " arrived from Canada on the 3rd November.

Amongst the passengers were a man, his wife and three children, who had
proceeded to Canada from Antwerp.

They had been prevented from landing there by the Immigration
Authorities because the man suffered with Epilepsy, and were accordingly
returned vid London.

During the voyage one of the children was found to be suffering with
Measles, and the mother and children were landed at Denton Hospital. They
were kept there until the child was convalescent, when, after thorough
disinfection, they were handed over to the shipping company and conveyed
to Antwerp.
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TABLE XXI

QuastiTy AND Descrrerion oF Ussousp Foop Sgizep axp DESTROYED FOR THE Y EAR
gxpING 31st DEecemeer, 1907.

MEAT—

Fresh and Frozen—
Beef - - -
Mutton and Lam'h = -
Veal, Pork and Offal E

Pmserve-:l—
Tinned - - -
Smoked and Salted - =

RABBITE—
Frozen - - - -
Tinned - - - -
POULTRY and GAME—
Frozen - = = -
FISH—
Wet - = - -
Preserved, Tinned -
o Diried - -
FRUIT—
Fresh = - -
Preserved, Drled =
»  Tioned and Bo’cﬂeﬂ -
i Jam and Marmalade -
VEGETABLES—
Fresh - . - -
Preserved, Dried = =
RUTS—
Whole - = - -
Ground - - -
PROVISIONS—
Tea = - - -
Coffea - - - -
Cocon =
Butter, Cheese, Imn:l Mnrgﬂnna
Condensed Milk E
Prepared Foods - -

]E:smuta and Donfechnu-ery
Sugar - - -

GRAIN—
Wheat, Maize, Barley, Rice, &c.

MEAL and FLOUR - 2
CONDIMENTS and SPICES

EGGE - - £ 2
Diried - - - .
Liguid - - - =

SUNDRIES . & i

ToraL

Origizal Sandry quantities Loosg
jackages. by weight, Articles,
'éi'u.-— D;lplton. Tons|ewis| qrs. I I, Ho. |Description
278 | quarters | ... | ... | .- | éSﬂl pieces
3,299 | carcases | i.c | .oo | e | on 456, 1y
666 pnckngesJ e R T 68 tins
A88 i . oo il ) -
3753 | cases | B 1 -
32 | crates TS BN | PR 207 loose
3 | coses i . . 45
lln Ip.ﬂ.cklgl!ﬁ ﬂ ﬂ ':r EB ey
1
24.'] I_'N}Iﬂﬂ awe s ann caE T
54 | cases B8] Sl b 2,387| tins
5,503} packaged 0| 4| 0| O
16 E:rxu PR [ [y P S
T0 | cases o L o | e | 2,762 tins
796 | " i 79 .
|
86 | packaged 6|15 0| O] ..
45 ,. aem L2 X} 1] ey ?E? tim
3 | ba My ey s R) B
LN HI\?I‘ U ln n l} e
| |
1,074 | chests ST IRTO TN T 16 bags
280 |bags | 7/ 0| of o] ... |
170 | boxes 0] 14 1) IR 0] (R
389 | cases’ sk o) el | 289 tins
41 ., ; i 85 hottles
g7 o Ml o o
8 Il bags 2/15| 8| 9} .
’ . 3|13 3|%6]| ..
L] RS L - LR | ER 753‘]:}.
t s EEEY - s e aEs |
ELE 1 2 o - wEw - CLL
| .
1,909 | packageq 10 | 0| 0| O l‘ﬂﬁﬂl tins
! ! |
164064 —— |21 0| O | 3 |16,410, —
| !

Approximate Tofal
welght of Goods

1_-._'tm_'|.acl H
ion) Tons !cn'u. qra. s,
e
a7 | 85| 2|18
G fi 2| 24
8111 1 (
gl14]| 4| 5
Ga B 0| 22
1 2 31 1
ol 2] 0] 4
giel &) 0
12 1 2|0
gl10| 0] 2
1] (RPN R
[
149 | & 1 1
154 1.4 1|17
6| 9| 2| 2
4 7 fi &
' I
b | gl 0| 0
6| 6| 0 4
} ofl1z| 2| o
! 1 ]
a1 11| 2186
..2.1 Ilé | 1-"‘5, I-ll,:lt
T 1| 8 4
I£4 1 0 2 1
11|18 | 2| 21
LL 1] I waw - aEa
Ll 6/ 2|18
2,289 | 12 2114
& o .51 W
2 I 13 3| 26
(1] | (i 3 0
ol & 1] 24
a7 n| 0
B0 i 1 & 1
2,862 8 3121




46

UNSOUND FOOD.
Tasce XXI,

This Table has been amplified and improved by the addition of a column
showing the approximate weight of food stuffs seized and destroyed.

In the case of most of the articles, the weight given is the actual weight.
By this it will be seen that the total quantity of food stuffs seized and
destroyed during the year amounted to 164,062 original packages, and 16,410
loose articles, a total weight of about 573 tons.

To this may be added some 2,289 tons of grain, making a grand total of
2,862 tons of unsound food stuffs seized and dealt with by your Inspectors.

With regard te the damaged grain, your Inspectors perform a very useful
duty, inasmuch as this material is checked on arrival, and it has not the chance
of being carried away and ground into inferior flour, but for such portions as
are not absolutely decomposed, there is a ready means of disposal for the
feeding of cattle and poultry, and under satisfactory restrictions and guarantees
this is permitted.

The total weight of fresh or frozen meat seized and destroyed is nearly
120 tons. Included in this amount is 3,229 carcases of mutton. There
were also 63 tons of bacon and hams, 14 tons of fish, 149 tons of fresh and
25 tons of preserved fruit, 41 tons of tea, 21 tons of cocoa, 14 tons of condensed
milk, 11 tons prepared foods, and 7 tons fat foods, such as butter, cheese, &e.,
and similar quantities of other articles,

The record is a very satisfactory one, and gives a better idea of the
enormous bulk of goods dealt with by your officers, than does perhaps

the mere number of packages or of articles.

Of course, the quantity of foodstuffs destroyed forms only a small
percentage of the actual quantity examined. Spenking generally the condition
of foodstuffs landed in the Port of London is excellent.

In the beginning of the year I called attention to a statement which had
been made in a report on the inspection of food by Riparian Sanitary
Authorities, by the London County Couneil, in which it appeared that a
wrong impression was held as to the method of inspection adopted by the
Port Sanitary Authority.

The statement made was that seizures properly so called were rarely ever
made, but that the Inspector was merely called in to certify that unsound food
was not fit for human eonsumption.

As a matter of fact the “calling in" of an inspector is by no means
frequent, and a record is kept of all cases where poods are surrendered



47

voluntarily by the owners, and the number of these cases during last year
was 41, being 89 per cent. of the total number of seizures.

The various quantities of unsound food which are found are discovered by
the Inspectors during the daily round of their districts, as they examine a
proportion of all the food stuffs that come into the Port, and anything which
iz found in an unsound condition is formally seized, and a written notice to
that effect is served not only upon the Dock Company, but upon the person
to whom the stuff is consigned.

More than this, as a first step, would not in most circumstances be
practicable.

The fact that the Port Sanitary Authority had never obtained a conviction
was commented upon, but the absence of reasonable grounds for applying for a
conviction was not mentioned.

It is, however, a fact that in the vast majority of cases, as soon as informa-
tion of the seizure reaches the persons concerned, they promptly comply with
the directions of the Port Sanitary Authority.

This means very often a great saving of time where sorting out of the good
from the bad is necessary in the case of a large consignment of goods.

It has, consequently, rarely appeared to your Officers that there were any
reasonable grounds for applying, exeept in some special cases which have been
duly recorded, for a Magistrate’s Order, and still fewer grounds upon which
to base an application for a conviction,

It should be obvious that some diseretion is necessary in dealing with
articles of food deposited in a wholesale way as merchandise, and that the
offence committed, if any, is not precisely of the same quality or nature as in
the case of the actual retailer to the public.

Whilst this report was in the Press, a conviction has been obtained against
the importer of a quantity of unsound albumen, or white of egg, in the
following circumstances : —

During October a parcel of six cases of this material was imported
from Marseilles, and deposited in the docks. Two of these cases were sold,
and upon examination of the remainder it was found to be unsound and
offensive. The owner stated that it was not intended to be used for human
food, but on finding that two cases of the original consignment had been sold
to a manufacturing confectioner, and was being used for making nougat, the
four remaining cases were thereupon taken before a Magistrate who, upon
hearing the evidence, ordered it to be destroyed, which was done.
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Subsequently, the owner was summoned for having in his possession an
article intended for the food of man which was unsound and unfit for the food
of man, '

At the hearing, the defendant altogether changed his defence, and alleged
that the stuff was perfectly fit for human food. At the Police Court, when
application was made for the order for destruction, he had denied that it was
intended for food at all, notwithstanding the fact that he had already sold some
of it for this purpose.

It became necessary to submit expert evidence on behalf of the Corporation,
and in the end, as shown elsewhere, the defendant was convicted and fined
10/. and twenty guineas costs,

In this case there was no question of a pareel of goods, a portion of which
had become unsound through possible damage on the voyage, or otherwise,
and a portion of which might be utilised.

It was a case in which the Port Sanitary Authority were justified in
summoning the owner in the interests of the public.

As has already been stated, these cases are happily very rare, and the general
experience is that merchants and others are generally glad to co-operate with
the Authority in preventing unsound food reaching the public.

The s.s. “Persia,”" of Greenock, official number 109,258, from Bombay,
arrived at Gravesend on the 27th Janvary ; the surgeon reported that
twenty-four cases of apparently ptomaine poisoning had oecurred on
board during the voyage. The symptoms were those of acute diarrheea,
vomiting, severe pains in the stomach, and in some cases fever. A
careful inquiry was made into all the foodstuffs used during the voyage, but
no cause for the outbreak could be ascertained. With the exception of the
engine-room staff, every department, including the passengers, was affected.
These included six officers, two quartermasters, eleven stewards, one lascar and
five passengers.

On the 19th March, I received notice from the Medical Officer of Health for
the City of London that a quantity of foodstuffs would be sold by publie anetion
on the 21st March. Some of the goods, about 1,600 cases, were lying in the
East India Dock, and [ deemed it necessary to have them re-examined, as some
time had elapsed since their arrival. The result of the inspection was that
12 cases of tinned apricot puddings, four cases of tinned peach puddings, three
eases of tinned peach pies, seven cases of apricot pies, and 127 cases of apple
puddings were found to be unsound and unfit for human food, and were
aceordingly seized.

During the year, a report appeared in the Press that flour in France was
adulterated with tale and other mineral matters.
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A quantity of flour from Franee is imported into this m;mtr}f annually, and
I deemed it advisable to take samples of such flour with a view to the same
being submitted to chemical analysis,

Two samples were accordingly analysed by Dr. Teed, the City Analyst, who
reported that both were samples of genuine flour,

On July 16th, a Food Inspector, on visiting Tilbury Docks, ascertained that
about 500 carcases of lamb had been discharged from a ship early in the
morning and forwarded to London, and that the condition of the meat was not
quite satisfactory. He telephoned the information to me, giving the address to
which the meat had been sent. I telephoned to the Medical Officer of Health for
that district, and he sent an inspector to the address given, and whilst there, the
consignment arrived.

The condition of the meat was such that 143 carcases were found to be quite
unsound, and unfit for the food of man. ]

There is but little doubt that this consignment was landed and quickly sent to
London with a'view to escaping inspection and action by the Food Inspeetor
of the Port Sanitary Authority.

The 'matter was taken up with the Dock Company, and the Manager has
written saying that on behalf of the Dock Company “1 have to assure you
that the matter shall receive special attention in future, with a view to
preventing the recurrence of an incident such as that about which your
complaint was made.”

I have also made arrangemernits for an Inspector to be in attendance
whenever meat is being discharged from vessels lying in the Tilbury Dock.

On the 19th July, one of the Food Inspectors examined one of a number of
cases of tinned sausages, which had been discharged into a lighter bound for a
riverside wharf. The goods were * returned " from Malta, and the result of
the examination was such as to arouse suspicion as to the condition of the
whole consignment. Further examination was impossible on the spot as the
goods” were in actual transit, in fact leaving the dock at the time. Their
destination being known, the local authority was communicated with. Mean-
while the goods reached the wharf, where they were merely re-addressed and
returned to the original packers * for examination as to the canse of damage.”
The packers were a well-known firm in the South of England.

I communicated with the Medical Officer of Health of the district concerned,
and I learn that on arrival the consignment was examined, with the result that
three-fourths of the whole quantity was condemned as unfit for food, and
destroyed. The remainder, from external appearance and examination of a
few tins, was claimed by the packers as perfectly sound, but in the end they
consented to the destruetion of the whole lot.
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Any other course, in my opinion, would have been exceedingly dangerous,
and amply illustrates the necessity for some power whereby unsound goods,
though in transit, may be detained for examination at the port of entry.

The Public Health regulations as to Food Act, 1907, will probably enable
such a case to be dealt with efficiently in the future.

The importation of meat from the Colonies and other foreign countries
shows a large increase during the year 1907, and it is interesting to note that
there is a large and growing proportion of the meat landed at the Port of
London which is distributed either direet from the ship or store without
passing through the Smithfield Market to many depéits which have been
opened in the South of England, and this emphasises the importance of
inspection either on the vessel or during the discharge of same.

For the following particulars I am indebted to the Review of the Frozen
Meat Trade, 1907, issued by Messrs. W. Weddel and Co.

During the year 1907 the following importations from Australia, New
Zealand and the River Plate, were discharged in the Port of London :—

AUBTRALIA—
Mutton - - - - - 716,018 Carcases.
lamb - : i 5 . 1,046,029
Beef - - - - = 66,410 Quarters,
New Zrananp—
Mutton - - - - - 1,913,088 Carcases,
Lamb - = = - - 2440000 =
Beef - - - - - 215,764 Quarters.
River Prare—
Mutton - - - - - 954,702 Carcases,
Lamb - - - - 47,701 i
Beef, frozen - - - - 364,663 Quarters.
Beef, chilled . . . . 68,720 .,

In comparison with other ports, the following Table dealing with frozen
mutton and lamb will indicate the quantity discharged in London as com-
pared with other ports :—

AUSTRALIA—
London - - - = - 1,762,047 Carcases,
Other Ports & £ - a0 SRTEREE
New ZEaraxp—
London - ; - - = 4,353,088 i
Other Ports - - - - 444,279 =
River Prare, Urvsuay, &o.—
London - - = i, - 1,002408
Liverpool - - - - - 1,607,520
Other Ports - - - - 405,306

Totals 10,150,527 Careases,
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I append a list of the Refrigerating Stores which exist within the jurisdic-
tion of the Port of London Sanitary Authority, and also the number and
carrying capacity of the steamers fitted with refrigerating machinery, and
engaged in the frozen meat trade at the 31st December, 1907.

Lowpox axp Ispia Docks Co.—

Capacity.
Victoria Daock - - - - 215,000 Carcases,
Victoria Dock Extension - - - 180,000 -
West India Dock - - - - 90,000
West Smithfield - - - - 90,000 i
South Dock - - - - 13,000
Loxpox Cextear Mamngers Corp Srorace Co., Lrp,—
Poplar - - - - - 150,000 "
SUMMARY.
Route. Shipe,  Carrying Capacily.
Australia to United Kingdom, &e. - - 44 - 1,668,800 Carcasea,
New Zealand to London, &e. - - - 44 - 3918700
Australasia and/or [River Plate to Cape,
United Kingdom, &o. - - - 30 - 2540400 o
River Plate to United Kingdom, &e. - - 55 - 3,402,100 .
Total - - - 173 - 11,830,000 W
_—— T ——

INSPECTION OF FOODSTUFFS.

The Manchester Port Sanitary Authority, in November, 1907, instituted
proceedings in the Police Court, before a Stipendiary Magistrate at Manchester,
which are of considerable interest to Port Sanitary Authorities,

The first summons was against Mr. Renwick, of Messrs. Fisher, Renwick
and Co., for obstruction.

The Medical Officer of Health and the Food Inspector for the Port of
Manchester entered a shed belonging to Messrs. Fisher, Renwick and Co., for
the purpose of inspecting and examining some cases of tinned mutton lying
there.

They were refused admission, and were told that if they attended again
they would be put outside, their legal right to enter, inspect and examine
being disputed.

The second summons was against an employee of the same firm. It
appeared that a large number of cases (223) of apricot pulp had been
inspected and seized as being unfit for food, and subsequently a Magistrate
attended, and as they were in his opinion unfit for food, he condemned them
and ordered them to be destroyed.

The employee refused to deliver up these tins which had been condemned,
alleging that neither the Medical Officer of Health nor the Magistrate had
any right to enter, inspect or examine, consequently the seizure was illegal,
and in their opinion condemnation was also illegal,
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This case was argued at considerable length before the magistrate gave his
judgment in the following terms :—
“1 am of opinion that it is not a condition precedent to the inspection
“ by the Medical Officer or Inspector that the article should have been
“ sold or exposed for sale or deposited for sale or of preparation for
“ gale within the jurisdiction. I think that if the articles were brought
* within the jurisdiction of the Authority, then the right to inspect
“ accrued, provided they were articles intended, as I think they were, for
* the food of man. If, however, I am wrong in this, and it is necessary
* that the articles should either be sold or exposed for sale or deposited
“ for the purposes of sale within the jurisdiction of the Port Sanitary
* Authority, then I think these cases were deposited at this transit shed
* for the purpose by delivery when the order was given of carrying out
-*¢ within the jurisdietion an agreement for sale made outside it, and so
* were deposited for the purpose of sale within the jurisdiction.
“ I think a magistrate, provided he is asked to go and condemn goods
“ which an Inspector has seized, as soon as he sees the goods and is
“ satisfied that they are intended for human food, and are unfit to be so
* used, he is bound to condemn them. The Act says o in terms and he
“ is not to inguire, and it is no part of his duty to inquire if such seizure
“ was legal.”

The magistrate fined the defendants 40s. and eosts of 35 guineas in each
Case.

The defendants gave notice of appeal.

FOREIGN ANIMALS,

In July, the s.s. * Sperber " conveyed to Bremen, from Loudon, ten rams,
which were there rejected on the ground of disease, and brought back to
London. The Board of Agriculture would not permit the relanding of the
animals dead or alive. The shipowners were naturally in a difficulty, and
approached the Port Sanitary Authority to learn if any objection would be
taken to the slaughter of the animals on the vessel at sea and the casting
overboard of the carcases. They were informed that, subjeet to the carcases
being thrown overboard at such a distance from land as would prevent them
being cast up on any part of the foreshore of this country, no objection could
be taken to the course proposed, as no nuisance would be likely to arise.
These rams made several voyages across the North Sea, and I am informed
they improved in health so much that they were ultimately landed at Bremen.

The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, by an order dated 13th S&ptembez;,
1907, appointed a piece of waste land to the south of No. 6 Berth in the
Royal Albert Dock to be a foreign animal quarantine station, in accordance
with the Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1803. This was only a temporary
measure for a few months, - bEfRens 19 -
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SHELL FISH.

One of your Inspectors has regularly visited Leigh Creek, and he reports
that he has not found any cockles laid in the creek, and that the arrangement
mentioned in my last Annual Report still continues, namely, that the cockles
are brought direct from the gathering grounds on the Maplin Sands, and are
c ooked forthwith.

RIVER THAMES WATER.

In my last Annual Report, I wrote at some length on the condition of the
River Thames, and gave the results of a number of analyses of samples of
water which had been taken from various parts of the River Thames and its
estuary, situated within the jurisdiction of the Port Sanitary Authority.

1 showed that the main sources of pollution were various storm outfalls
from the main sewerage systew of the London County Council—the discharge
of sewage effluents at Barking and Crossness—the discharge of crude
sewage at Southend and Sheerness-on-Sea.

I give the rainfall for each month collected at Greenwich, and also for each
quarter of the year in the London District, and showing the difference from
the avernge for each quarter, and for the whole year, extracted from the
Quarterly Reports of the Registrar-General.

Difference
Ehuarter. feont Avaragy. Month. Tnches.
January- - 1 09
February - 1-27
March - .- 091
04 — 201 _ 327
Aprii, - - ¥4
May - = 147
June - - 265
728 + 161 —_—  T2B
July - = 007
Aungost - - 192
September - 062
416 - 291 — &3l
Y Oetober - - 32h
November - 2'23
December - 273
8.59 +1-58 — B2l
2807 + 1-58 above average. 2825
e o

The purification of the Thames largely depends upon the amount of water
flowing over Teddington Weir, and into the tributaries of the Thames.

The sewage effluent discharged into the Thames from the County Council
outfalls at Barking and Crossness oscillates upwards and downwards with the
flow and ebb of the tide, and is finally oxidised and carried to sea, the process
being practically completed at the Chapman Lighthouse, about twelve miles
below Gravesend.



o4

The general condition of the River during the past year has been fairly
good, largely due to the rush of fresh water during the second and fourth
quarters of the year.

The Conservators of the River Thames, with whom the question of
preventing the pollution of the River Thames largely rests, have done a great
deal of work in the direction of dredging the River, thus removing large
quantities of putrescible matter, and providing a larger volume of water which
is available for the oxidation of organic matter discharged into it.

The general report of the proceedings of the Conservators of the River
Thames, during the year ended 81st December, 1906, contains some valuable
information as to the work done in regard to dredging the river, and the
following extract will be of interest :—

“ In Barking Reach, between Crossness and Margaretness, a distance
* of 1% miles, the channel was deepened to 22 feet over the greater part,
** but owing to the continual silting up, the present depth of the channel
“is 16 feet only for a width of 500 feet, and there are a few patches
* where the depth is 15 feet only.

** Continuous dredging has been carried out in this reach throughout
“ the year. From January, 1901, to December, 1906, about 940,000 cubic
* yards of material have been dredged, but notwithstanding this there is
“ no general improvement in the navigation channel since the work was
“ commenced six years ago. The reach is, however, deeper in places,

“ The cause of the continual silting up in this reach has been
“ investigated, and 152 samples were taken of the effluents from the
“ Barking and Crossness Outfalls on 38 days between 1st May and
“ 30th July. They were examined by the Conservators’ Analyst,
“Mr. C. 8. Groves, F.R.8,, who certified that the result showed
* that one million gallons of the effluents carries into the river more solid
 matter than is sufficient to form a deposit of 100 cubic feet of mud.

“ Mr. Groves also examined 24 samples of silt taken from the river
“ bed in Galleons, Barking and Halfway Reaches, and he ecertifies that
* a considerable portion of the finer particles of mud in the silt is of the
“ same nature as the solid matter passing into the river from the
** outfalls, and that the silting is due, therefore, in part, to the suspended
* matter in the affluents.

“ From caleulations based on the statistics of the London County
“ Council, it appears that in 1904 the volume of effluent passed into the
“river was 91,216,254,000 gallons. The amount of solid matter
“ contained therein would therefore represent 9,121,000 cubic feet, or
¢ about 337,000 cubic yards of mud, which exceeds the quantity which
“ No. 1 or No. 2 Dredger raises in a year,

The Conservators have been engaged in generally dredging the river, and
have been in the habit of depositing the hard material dredged up in a
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certain buoyed area to the West of Leigh Middle Shoal, with a view to the
filling up of a deep hole there and inereasing the scour of the river through
ithe navigable channel.

A complaint was received from the Borough Council of Southend as to
the nature of the material which was deposited off Leigh, they a]teged that
this polluted the Thames Estuary at this part.

The various dredgers were kept under observation for some period, the
general result being that the material so dredged up was found principally
to consist of hard ballast and chalk.

On some occasions, however, it was noticed that the material dredged up
from the river, abreast of the Royal Albert Dock, contained a certain
proportion of the offensive black mud which the Conservators’ chemist had
described as of the same nature as the solid matter passing into the river from

the outfalls.

The attention of the Conservators was drawn to this by the Port Sanitary
Committee, and it appeared that stringent instructions had been given that
material of this nature was to be taken out to the Black Deeps. The result
of the observations was that there was no reason to believe that it was the
practice to discharge offensive black material in the vicinity of Leigh.

The Southend-on-Sea Corporation introduced a Bill into Parliament.
_during the Session of 1907, to obtain certain powers to provide for the
sewerage of their Borough, and in order to enable them to perform such duty
it is expedient to empower them to construct, maintain and use the works
authorised by this Act, and to confer upon them the further powers in this
Act.

Clauses 7 and 7a received the careful consideration of the Port Sanitary
Committee, They are as follows :—

% 7, The Corporation may, by means of the works authorised by this
¢ Act, and of their existing sewerage works or any works constructed in
% Jieu thereof, discharge sewage into the sea, and any bye-law made or to
% he made under the Sen Fisheries Regulation Act, 1888, shall not apply
“ to the Corporation in the exercise of the powers of this section.

“ 7a,  As from the date of the completion of the works authorised by
“ this Act, the Corporation, in discharging sewage into the sea, shall
“ observe the following provisions (that is to say) :—

“ (1) Before allowing sewage to be discharged into the sea the
“ Corporation shall cause it to pass throngh sereens or other suitable
“ gpparatus for the removal, so far as is reasonably practicable, of
“ golid matter ;

“(2) The sewage discharged into the sea by means of the
“ existing 27-inch outfall sewer of the Corporation, situate east of
“ the pier, shall be cansed to pass through the existing tanks, known
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* respectively as ‘ the western valley tank’ and ¢ the eastern valley
“ tank,’ or other tanks provided by the Corporation in substitution
“ therefor, with the consent of the Local Government Board ;

“(3) The outlet valve at the western valley tank shall not be
* opened except between the hours of one hour before high tide and
* three and a quarter hours after high tide ;

“ (4) The outlet valve at the eastern valley tank shall not be
* opened except between the hours of high tide and three and a
* half hours after high tide ;

*“ (5) The sewage discharged into the sea by means of the outfall
“ sewer (Work No. 3) authorised by this Act, shall be caused to
* pass throngh the tank (Work No. 2) authorised by this Aect, the
* capacity of which shall not be less than one million two hundred
“ thousand gallons, or such other tank as may be provided by the
* Corporation in substitution therefor with the consent of the Local
“ Government Board, and the outlet vdlve at such tank shall be
* opened only between the hours of one hour before high tide and
“ three and a quarter hours after high tide ;

“(6) Immediately after closing the outlet valve at the eastern
* valley tank hereinbefore referred to, the Corporation shall cause to
* be discharged through the said existing outfall sewer a quantity
“of sea water not less than one hundred and forty thousand
“ gallons ;

“ (7) lmmediately after closing the outlet valve at the tank
“(Work No. 2), constructed in pursuance of this Act, ‘the
* Corporation shall cause to be discharged through the outfall sewer
* (Work No. 3) authorised by this Aet, a quantity of sea water not
“ less than three hundred thousand gallons ;

“ (8) The Local Government Board may, on the application of
“ the Corporation, vary the times referred to in sub-sections (3)
“(4) and (5) of this section ; provided that onme month before
* applying to the said Board for a variation of such times the
** Corporation shall give notice of the intended application by means
*“ of advertisements inserted in two or more newspapers published
** or circulating in the borough ;

“ (9) The provisions of this section shall not apply at times when,
“in consequence of rain, it is necessary for the Corporation to
* discharge sewage by means of their storm water overflow sewers,
* or to use the said outfall sewers as storm water overflow sewers .

“ (10) Subject to the last preceding sub-section, if the Corporation
“ fail to comply with the provisions of this seetion, they shall be
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“ liable to a penalty not exceeding five pounds, and to a further
“ penalty not exceeding five pounds for every day on which such
“ failure shall econtinue after conviction. Provided that no penaity
“ ghall be inflicted under this section if the Court are of opinion
“ that the failure was in consequence of circumstances heyoud the

“ gontrol of the Corporation,”

The Port Sanitary Committee decided to oppose the passing of this Bill,
on the grounds that if it became law, it would legalise the discharge of
practically crude sewage into the Thames estuary.

8ir Ralph Littler, C.B., K.C., and Mr. Lewis Coward, K.C., appeared as
Counsel for the Port Sanitary Authority in opposition to the Bill.

Your Medical Officer of Health attended before a Select Committee of the
House of Lords, and gave evidence on behalf of the Corporation.

Sir Ralph Littler, in the course of his Address, was asked by Counsel for
the promoters of the Bill why the Port Sanitary Committee did not interfere
with the London County Couneil's sewers, and he gave the answer that—

“ It is because we cannot, simply because they have got legalised what
 is wanted to be legalised lower down. That is exactly the mischief
 that we want to prevent here. We wish we could deal with them. If
“ we could, we should have a very different condition of river below the
¢ gutfall of the London County Council sewers from that which exists
* to-day.”

Petitions against the Bill were lodged by the
Essex County Couneil,

Leigh-on-Sea Urban District Couneil,

The Conservators of the River Thames,

Mr. Alfred James Hobart, the Owner of a Shellfish Fishery in
Hadleigh Bay,

The Port of London Sanitary Authority,

The Shoeburyness Urban District Council.

Strenuous opposition was offered by the
" Essex County Council,
Mr. Hobart,
The Shoeburyness Urban Distriet Council,
and after hearing a number of witnesses both for and aguinst the Bill, and
hearing the addresses of the learned Coungel, the Chairman gave his decision
¢ that the Committee consider that the preamble has not been proved,
“ and they suggest that a more complete scheme should be brought
¢ before Parliament at some future date.”
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TABLE XXII.

NUMBER OF NUISANCES ON VESSELS REPORTED AND DEALT WITH during the year
ending 31st December, 1907,
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NUMBER OF NUISANCES ON SHORE PREMISES REPORTED AND DEALT WITH
during the year ending 31st December, 1907.
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TABLE XXIV,
Part 1.

Sanitary Works and Alterations in connection with Buildings, Premises
and Vessels within the Doeks, &e., completed during the year :—

Date completed. Works.
1Ek0)y .
Feb. 4 Construction of main drain in Tilbury Dock, by Orsett Rural Distriet
Couneil,

March 23 Construction of new lavatories and water-closets for the Clerical Staff
employed at the West India Docks Naval Store Depdt.

May 1 | Construction of lavatory and water-closet at a tailor’s shop in Royal
Albert Dock by Mr. A. Goldberg,

o 21 Construction of two Moule’s Patent earth-closets at Messrs, Jenkins and
Co.'s, Litd., premises, Royal Albert Dock.
July & Construction of water-eloset, urinal and drainage connected therewith
in the vicinity of the Canadian Produce Warehouses West, Surrey
Commercial Dock.
X 5 Construction of water-closet, urinal and drainage connected therewith at

Swedish Yard, Surrey Commereial Dock.

|
|
|
Oct. 22 | Removal of urinal from inside to outside of Customs’ Clerieal Office,
| Rum Quay, West India Dock, and the constraction of a 4-inch drain
| in connection therewith.
Re-construction of drainage at Great Western Railway Company’s
1 Warehounses, Poplar Dock.

Parr II.

Sanitary Works and alterations, not yet reported as completed :—

Dt ;
Pl-uiuhn!ﬂtlmi. L o
1907.
July 4 Connections pro; to be made by the London and India Docks

Company to the sewer which has been laid by the Orsett Rural
District Couneil in Tilbury Dock.

i al Proposed conversion of cess-pit closets into water closets, in Albion and
Station Yards, Surrey Commercial Dock,
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PUBLIC HEALTH (LONDON) ACT, 1891.

Furrner Powers.

In my Report for the half-year ending 31st December, 1901, T called
attention to the disadvantages under which your officers worked owing to the
absence of Bye-laws dealing with water closets and other sanitary con-
veniences.

Subsequent experience confirmed the necessity of obtaining further powers,
and I again referred to it in 1905, with the result that your Committee -
instructed Mr. Solicitor and myself to report on the question, with a result
that an application was made to the Local Government Board in February,
1906, for the assignment of further powers.

Upon representations duly made in accordance therewith, the Local
Government Board, after careful consideration of the application, ordered an
Enquiry to be held, and this took place at the Guildhall on the 29th October
last, before Theodore Thompson, Esq., C.M.G., M.D., Barrister-at-Law.

The following Public Bodies and Municipal Boroughs were represented in
opposition to the application of the Port Sanitary Authority :—
London County Council, by Mr. Corrie Grant, K.C., M.P.
City of Westminster, by their Town Clerk, Mr. J. Hunt.
Corporation of West Ham, by Mr. Edward Morten.

Borough of Southwark, by Mr. Manisty, K.C., with him,
Mr. R. L. Simey.

Borough of Bermondsey, by Mr. Walter Frampton.

Borough of Chelsea, by their Town Clerk, Mr. Holland.

Borough of Fulham, by Mr. R. M. Prescott.

Borough of Lambeth, by Mr. Henry J. Smith.

Borough of Woolwich, by their Town Clerk, Mr. Bryceson,

Borough of Battersea, by Mr. Caudwell.

Borough of Poplar, by their Medical Officer of Health, Dr. Alexander.
Borough of Stepney, by their Town Clerk.

The Corporation of London were represented by Mr. Cunningham Glen
(instructed by the City Solicitor), and in attendance were the Assistant City
Solicitor and Medical Officers of Health for the City and Port of London,

The following is the text of the formal notice convening the Enquiry :-—
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The case for the Corporation as the Port Sanitary Authority was set out by
learned counsel, who stated that—

. The application was made on behalf of the Corporation acting as the Port
Sanitary Authority of the Port of London under Section 112 of the Public
Health (London) Act, 1891.

Under the previous section of that Act, section 111, the Mayor and
Commonalty and Citizens of the City of London were to continue to be the
Port Sanitary Authority of the Port of London and were to pay out of their
corporate funds all their expenses as such Port Sanitary Authority. Then
section 112 enabled the Local Government Board by order to * assign to the
“ Port Sanitary Authority of the Port of London any powers, rights, duties,
“ capacities, liabilities, or obligations of a Sanitary Authority under this Act,
“ or a Sanitary Authority under the Public Health Act, 1875, and any Act
“ extending or amending the same respectively, with such modifications and
“ additions (if any) as may appear to the Board to be required, and the order
“ may extend to the said Port a bye-law made under this Act otherwise than
“ by the Port Sanitary Authority, and any such bye-law until so extended
¢ ghall not extend to the zaid Port ; and the said Port Sanitary Authority
“ghall have the powers, rights, duties, capacities, liabilities, and obligations
t assigned by such order in and over all waters within the limits of the said
¢ Port, and also in and over such disiricts or parts of districts of riparian
« guthorities as may be specified in any such order, and the order may extend
“ this Act, and any part thereof, and any bye-law made thereunder, to such
“ waters and distriets and parts of distriets when not situate in London.”

Then sub-section 3 of that section contains a provision enabling the Port
Sanitary Authority to delegate any of its powers to any of the riparian
authorities, and provides that except in so far as such delegation extends, no other
authority shail exercise any powers conferved on such Port Sanitary Authority
by the order of the Board within the limits of the Port of London.

The limits of the Port of London were originally defined by a Treasury
Minute of the 1st of August, 1883, .and for the purpose of exercising their
jurisdiction over the area, as it then was, an Order was made under this section
by the Local Government Board on the 25th March, 1892.

On the 30th June, 1898, an Order of the Local Government Board
extended the powers and duties of the Port Sanitary Authority to the whole
of any wharf and of the area within the gates of any dock, and the buildings
thereon respectively.

The ohject of this order was to clear up certain doubts that had arisen or
that might arise with regard to the jurisdietion of the Port Sanitary Authority
within the area of the docks themselves, or on any wharf, but since then, cases
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had arisen in particular with regard to a certain dock which made it desirable
that the powers of the Port Sanitary Authority with regard to the land area
of the docks should be more clearly defined.

Thus a really important question exists as to the jurisdiction of the riparian
authorities over those areas which are within the Port Sanitary area of
London, and the question could not arise if the Local Government Board
were to make the Order asked for under the powers possessed by them under
seetion 112,

The outcome of the cases referred to was that the officers of the Port
Sanitary Authority who had formerly been able to get sanitary defects
remedied, although without statutory power in some cases to insist, latterly
found a difficulty with regard to certain sanitary matters.

In one case, that of the sanitary conveniences in the Royal Albert Dock, which
required to be altered and modernised, the Dack Company, owing presumably
to the question of the jurisdiction and powers of the Port Sanitary Authority
having been raised elsewhere, would not provide snitable sanitary conveniences,
and it was therefore apparent that if the various dock owners did not willingly
do what they were asked to do, there was some doubt as to whether there were
sufficient powers possessed by the Port Sanitary Authority to insist upon
those things being done.

With reference to a view which appeared to have been taken by some of the
Riparian Authorities, that the Port Sanitary Authority were seeking powers
to extend their present area, it was explained that there was no desire or
attempt to do this, and that the powers sought would be exercised only
within the limits within which the Port Sanitary Authority already possessed
powers,

Evidence in support of the application was given at considerable length by
your Medical Officer of Health, who gave particulars as to the district and
staff of the Port Sanitary Authority, and of the various sanitary works which
had been earried out under the supervision of your officers, such works having
been done without, in some instances, adequate legal powers, but in every case
it was extremely desirable that the Port Sanitary Authority should have full
knowledge of all Sanitary works executed within their jurisdiction.

He set out the nature of the difficulties encountered with regard—firstly,
to the deposit of plans, and secondly, to the execution of the work in accor-
dance with the views of the Port Sanitary Authority thereon, and it was
shown that the method involved much unnecessary correspondence, was not
expeditious, and sometimes failed through the absence of legal power to
enforce the requirements.

This was notoriously the case with regard to the obsolete out-of-date
arrangement of cesspit-closets and privies obtaining in certain of the docks,
which are extremely objectionable from a sanitary point of view.
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That it was necessary in all cases where new work was being done, that
plans should be deposited with the Port Sanitary Authority, and that they
should possess powers for regulating the construction of all water closets,
enrth closets, privies and drainage works in connection therewith.

That any overlapping of two Sanitary Authorities within the same district,
working for the same object and under the same powers, was most undesirable.

That with regard to Section 16, sub-section 1 (a) under which the Port
Sanitary Authority now have Bye-laws regulating the carriage and removal
of offensive matters through the Port, it was desirable that the Bye-laws
should be made to extend to such matters when on shore within the dock
area, and that Bye-laws should be made for preventing nuisances arising from
offensive matters discharged from manufactories, breweries, slaughter-houses,
knackers' yards, butchers’ or fishmongers' shops, and dung-hills, in view of
the existence of a number of factories within the dock areas, and owing to
vessels entering the docks with large accumulations of ecattle dung on the
decks, where they often remained for days, with liquid filth running down
the sides of the veszel into the dock.

Also, with regard to subsection (¢) of the same section for preventing the
keeping of animals on any premises in such place or manner as to be a
nuisance or injurious or dangerous to health (it being shown that in many
cases animals—for example, swine and cattle were kept on board ships, and
horses in stables within the docks), and with regard to sub-section (d) of the
same section as to the paving of yards and open spaces in connection with
dwelling-houses, it is desived, by reason of the fact that there are many
dwelling-houses within the docks, and some of these have been found from
time to time with ill-paved yards and insanitary surroundings.

Further, that it was very desirable that the existing Bye-laws made by the
London County Council should be applied, if necessary, within the whole of
the district of the Port Sanitary Authority, with this modification : That
such Bye-laws should be enforced by the Corporation as the Port Sanitary
Authority, but that in default, questions of appeal should lie, not to the
County Couneil, but to the Local Government Board.

It was further sought to amend the order of the Local Government Board
dated 25th Mareh, 1892, which states that “for the purposes of the aforesaid
section and parts of section, any vessel lying within the district of the Port
Sanitary Authority shall be subject to the jurisdiction of such Authority as if
it were a house,” by omitting the word * lying.”

This is an important amendment, and would make the order apply, of
course, to any vessel whether stationary or moving, and the point was
brought out in a case heard relating to a smoke nuisance, where the vessel
was proceeding down the river at the time.
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The point was not decided judicially, and it is therefore now sought to
amend the order so as to avoid a similar question in I:he Futare.

Your Medical Officer was cross-examined on his evidence by representatives
of the London County Council, Borough of Southwark, Corporation of West
Ham, Borough of Bermondsey, City of Westminster, Borough of Woolwich,
Borough of Battersea, Borough of Stepney and Borough of Lambeth.

A point was raised as to whether the powers sought intended to apply to
the general construction of buildings, and it was explained that this was not
within the terms of the application.

The application also included a proposal for amendment of the bye-laws
made under section 5 of the Public Health (London) Aet, 1891, requiring
removal to hospital of patients suffering from a dangerous infections disorder,
50 as to make them apply to vessels entering the River Medway, and also
those entering the Port of London and mooring at places below Gravesend.
Provision was also made for keeping of patients in hospital.

Draft of amended bye-laws as submitted to the Local Government Board :—

BYE-LAWS made by the Port Sanitary Authority of the Port of
London, pursuant to the Public Health (London) Act, 1891,
Section 66 (3), and confirmed by the Local Government Board,
for removing to Hospital, and for keeping in Hospital so long
as may be necessary, any persons brought within the Port by
any Vessel who are infected with a dangerous Infectious
Disease.

1. In these Bye-laws the expression “The Port Sanitary Authority "
means the Mayor, Commonalty, and Citizens of the City of London, acting
as the Port Sanitary Authority of the Port of London. The term Medical
Officer of Health or Medical Officer of the Port of London Sanitary Authority
shall include any duly qualified medical practitioner appointed or employed
to act on their behalf.

The expression “ Dangerous Infectious Disease ” means any one of the
following diseases :—
Small-pox,
Diphtheria,
Membranous Croup,
Scarlatina or Scarlet Fever,
Typhus Fever,
Typhoid Fever,
Enteric Fever,
Relapsing Fever,
Continued Fever, -
Measles,
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and shall include any infectious disease to which Section 55 of the Public
Health (London) Act, 1891, has been applied by the Port Sanitary Authority
in manner provided by that Act.

2. Every master or other person having charge of a vessel arriving in the
Port of London, with any person on board, whether a passenger or belonging
to the ship’s crew, suffering from a dangerous infectious disease, shall, if
bound up the River Thames to any place situated Westward of a line drawn
from Havengore Creck in Essex, to Warden Point in the Isle of Sheppey,
proceed to Gravesend and stop off the Custom House, Gravesend, and if bound
up the River Medway, shall stop on arrival off Garrimn Point, Sheerness, and
forthwith send notice to the Medical Officer of the Port Sanitary Authority
stationed at Gravesend or Sheerness, as the case may be, that there is a person
on board suffering from such a disease.

3. The master or other person in charge shall canse the vessel to remain
off the Custom House, Gravesend, or Garrison Point, Sheerness, until the
Medical Officer of Health, or Medical Officer of Port of London Sanitary
Authority has boarded the said vessel.

4. The Medical Officer to whom notice is given as aforesaid, shall, as soon
as practicable, visit the vessel, and ascertain whether the person referred to in
the notice is suffering from a dangerous infectious disease, and, if in the
opinion of the Medical Officer he is, and can properly be removed, and proper
accommodation can be provided for him in the Hospital of the Port Sanitary
Authority at Gravesend, or in some other Hospital to which the Port Sanitary
Authority are entitled to remove patients, and it is desirable that he should be
removed thereto, the master or other person having charge of the vessel shall
forthwith cause such person to be removed to such Hospital according to the
directions of the Medical Officer.

5. Every person infected with a dangerous infectious disease who may be
removed to the Hospital of the Port of London Sanitary Authority at Denton,
below Gravesend, or to any other Hospital to which the Port Sanitary
Authority are entitled to remove patients, shall remain in such Hospital so
long as may be considered necessary by the Medical Officer in charge of the
Hospital, for the purpose of preventing the spread of infection.

6. If any dangerous infectious disease shall break out on board any vessel
arriving in the Port of London, and after she has passed Gravesend, the
master or other person having charge of such vessel shall give notice to the
Medical Officer of Health of the Port Sanitary Authority, at his Office at
51, King William Street, Greenwich, S.E., that there is on board a person
suffering from such a disease, and if, upon examination, the Medical Officer of
Health shall find that he is so suffering, the master or other person in charge
of such vessel shall forthwith cause such person to be removed to a Hospital to
which the Port Sanitary Authority are entitled to remove patients, as
directed by the Medical Officer of Health.
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Entering the port side alleyway, first of all on the right is situated the
native galley or cook-house, and immediately opposite is a range of five
water closets for the use of 60 persons ( Europeans).

Further on, on the right, is a berth occupied by bakers, and opposite to thiz
is a range of trough closets, with ten seats, for the use of 81 Asiatics.

With the exception of a side port, there is no ventilation of the whole of
these closets except into the alleyway giving communication to the native
cookhouse, the living quarters of the crew, and the lower forecastle.

At the end of this alleyway one enters that part of the top-gallant fore-
castle occupied by the Lascar seamen,and the plan shows that accommodation
is afforded for 29 Lascars, but the bunks provided being insufficient for this

number, extra sleeping accommodation is afforded by slinging hammocks,

The ventilation of this space, which is about 40 feet long, and varying from
about 24 feet in width, for the accommodation of 29 men, is simply an 18-inch
ventilator in the fore part, and two T-inch ventilators in the after part.
These last are close together and immediately over a bunk, with the natural
consequence that they were both promptly blocked up by the oecupant, who
happened to be the serang, or headman.

The ventilator in the fore part would act generally as an “uptake”
Therefore, any renewal of air would take place through the door com-
municating with the alleyway, in which is situated the range of water closets
and the galley.

A portion of this forecastle on the starboard side is partitioned off and
aceupied by 16 European stewards.

The ventilation provided here consists of two bitt ventilators, as on the
port side, which, being situated over and in immediate proximity to bunks,
were treated as before described, with the result that there was no air supply
except through the door communicating with the alleyway.

This alleyway on the starboard side gives access to quarters occupied by
petty officers, and to those on the lower deck occupied by native servants.

These are reached by a stairway. That part of the lower forecastle now
entered (See plan B), accommodates 26 native servants, who occupy that
number of bunks.

The place is fitted with a 12-inch ventilator on the port side, immediately
over a bunk, and a 6-inch ventilator on the starboard side, also over a bunk.

Both of these were found blocked up, for the usual reason, leaving the
quarters devoid of any ventilation whatever, except that obtained by the
stairway, which in itself does not communicate with the open air.

The quarters forward of these, oceupied by 36 native firemen, and 16 native
coal-trimmers, 52 persons in all, have a separate entrance by a stairway in
the alleyway on the port side.
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As in the case of the Lascar seamen, these Asiatics—their number being in
excess of the number of hunks—are supplied with hammocks.

The ventilation is by means of a swan-neck ventilator of oval section, 12
inches by 4, and a cowl ventilator of 18 inches diameter.

The swan-neck ventilator being over a bunk was, of course, stopped up, the
18-inch ventilator acting as an “uptake,” any replacement of air would occur
by the stairway which opens in the immediate vicinity of the water closets.

All the crews’ quarters will be seen were fitted with side ports, but these
were not always available for ventilation, and were inadequate so far as
lighting was concerned.

All these arrangements appear to have been approved by the Authorities
responsible for the administration of the Merchant Shipping Act, but I am glad
to record that on my making representations in the proper quarter, considerable
improvements were carried out.

The case of these vessels serves once more to illustrate the difficulty which
exists, and always will exist where sanitary questions, such as ventilation
and so forth are carried out apparently without any regard to the object to
be attained. :

It was quite evident that whoever was responsible for approving the plans
of the crews’ quarters of the above mentioned four vessels, must have sanctioned
the position of the ventilators without considering or even caring where they
were to be placed in relation to the bunks, certainly no one with any knowledge
of human nature or the principles of ventilation would have sanctioned such
an arrangement, Perhaps the approval was given before the quarters were
fitted up, and I reconmmend that & communication be sent to the Board of
Trade, urging them to give instructions that erews' quarters are not to be
approved until inspected and found to be satisfactory from a sanitary point of
view, after they are fitted up and ready for occupation.

The accommodation usually provided for seamen is a disgrace to 20th
century civilisation, being much like that possessed by the cave dweller of
old, and this condition will remain so long as so many shipowners, when
building new vessels, are more concerned with reducing the registered
tonnage than in providing sanitary and humane accommodation for the seamen
who have to live and work on board.

New vessels are daily being built with the crew’s quarters situated in the
fore part, where sufficient light cannot be provided, where ventilators have to
be removed in bad weather, where the firemen on leaving the stokehold, hot
and perspiring, in bad weather are drenched with cold water on their way to
their miserable quarters forward, in fact I have often been told by certain
masters of ships that they have had to slow the vessel down sometimes to
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ensure the men getting forward at all. There is no reason, apart from a
mercenary one, why crew's quarters should not be provided in the after-part
of the ship, where the men counld enjoy light, air, warmth, and reasonable
gpace and accommodation.

On the 3rd June, 1907, the s.s. * Spray,” of Leith, 99,229, was inspected,
when it was found that the crew's quarters in the forecastle were verminous,
dirty, leaky, and the space under the flooring was filled with an accumulation
of filth.

There being no eooking galley on the vessel, the cooking was carried out in
the forecastle, which was also used for the stowage of ropes, paints and other
ship’s gear and stores.

This combination, as may easily be imagined, constituted a very obvious
nuisance, of which formal intimation was at once forwarded to the owner of
the vessel, who at once carried out the necessary work.

On the 5th June, 1907, the schooner “ Dairymaid,” of Fleetwood, 56,698,
was inspected, when it was found that the deck over the lower forecastle was
leaking badly, and required to be made tight, the lower forecastle was also found
to be damp, dirty and verminons, and in what appeared to be a disused
butter keg, which was very filthy, were 135 lbs. of corned meat in a putrid
condition. This was destroyed, and arrangements were made to fumigate the
forecastle with sulphur for the destruction of vermin. It was afterwards
thoroughly cleaned out, and as a result of some correspondence with the
owner, the other insanitary conditions were remedied before the vessel left the

port.

On July 2nd, one of your Inspectors on visiting the schooner “ Betty
Russell,” of Lancaster, 47,796, found stowed away in a paint and rope locker
which was in a filthy condition and adjoining a privy, about 50 lbs, of dry
salted meat, which was unsound and unfit for human food. The meat was
kept in what appeared to be a butter keg with a rough wooden top.

The matter was brought to the notice of the master of the vessel, with the
result that the meat, which formed part of the crew’s provisions, was saturated
in a disinfecting solution and afterwards destroyed by burning.

The s.s. “Parisian,” of Glasgow, was inspected on the 26th August last.
The  greasers’ " quarters, certified for six men, were found occupied by eight.
The available floor area was 465 feet, or less than six square feet per man.
There was no daylight in the place at all ; artificial light had to be used at
all times. The only ventilator was 7 inches in diameter, and had a bend in
its course,



72

The firemen’s quarters in the forecastle were certified for 24 men, and’
ocenpied by 30. T placed these facts before the Principal Officer of the Board
of Trade for possible action on his part in respect of overcrowding, lighting, &e.

INSANITARY BARGES.
The case of the barge * Thirza Little,” is one of some interest,

Notice was first drawn to this barge in January, 1903, when she was
found loaded with an offensive cargo, which was the canse of a serious
nuisance in the eabin of the barge.

The owner having been warned in the usual manner, the matter was
subsequently brought to the notice of your Committee, and it was ordered
that a Notice be served upon the owner, which was done on the Tth
February, 1903.

This appeared to have had some effect, for when next seen, the barge
was not earrying any offensive cargo, and no complaint was again made
until May, 1904, when the barge was again met with, this time carrying a
cargo of refuse matter largely consisting of dung.

A similar nuisance existed in the cabin, no steps having been taken to
properly disconnect the hold from the cabin by a proper bulkhead.

Your Committee again ordered a Notice to be served, which was
accordingly done on the 16th June, 1904,

From the subsequent record it would seem that up to the end of that year,
the barge was not employed in carrying offensive cargoes.

During 1905, the barge appears to have been employed in the Port of
London, but seldom, if at all. '

In 1906, the barge was several times inspected, but on no occasion was any
offensive cargo found on board and no nuisance existed.

On the 11th June, 1907, however, the barge was found lying off Gravesend,
again laden with dung, and the same offensive conditions as formerly
complained of, no steps having been taken to render this vessel suitable for
the carriage of filthy matter,

In addition, the nuisance on this occasion was much aggravated by a
serious overcrowding of the cabin, which, although provided with but two
bunks, was occupied as a sleeping place by the master, his wife, two children,
and the mate, an adult male.
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The cabin generally was leaky and structurally defective, and I have no
hesitation in stating that the conditions found constituted a serious nuisance,
injurious to the health of the inmates.

As some indication of the nature of the emanations from the cargo, I may
state that in the fore-cabin, which fortunately and probably for good reasons
was not occupied, the air was so foul that a light would not burn.

This fact may have been known to the crew of the barge, and may account
for the mate sleeping in the after-cabin.

It need only be pointed out that an alteration in the position of the barge,
or change of wind, might have been sufficient to transfer the accumulation of
foul gas from the fore-part of the vessel to the after-cabin, with the fatal
results which have, on several occasions previously, been brought to the
notice of your Committee.

A further notice was served upon the owner, in accordance with the advice
of Mr. Solicitor, in July, since when the barge has not been seen.

POLICE COURT PROCEEDINGS.

TABLE XXV.
|
Date, Hame of Vessel. Offeneo, Palice Court. Result,
1907.
Oect. 23 | Lighter Leading or carrying | Mansion House. Fined 10s. and
“ Cpmbridge.” | a cargo of fish of- Bs. costs.
fal which was not
properly and se-
curely covered go |
as to prevent any
nuisance arising
therefrom.
» 23 | Lighter Ditto. Ditto. Fined 10s. and
“ Australin.” i ds. costs,
Nov.27 | Lighter , Ditto. Woolwich - | Fined 2l and
“ Hesperus." | | 3l 3s. costs.
| .
» 27 | Lighter “ George.” | Ditto. | Ditto. I Fined 10s.
.+ 27 | Lighter * Henry.” | Ditta. Ditto. -i Fined 10s.
- |
Des. 9 | 58 “Charente” - | Unfit for homan | West Ham - | Ordered to be
food, four cases of . destroyed,
dried white of egg, and on sum-
marked ¢ M1 ‘ mary eonvic-
lying at Western | tion was fined
Fﬁparnﬂant.,ﬂugnli { 106 and 20
| Victorin Dock. ; ‘ guineas costs.
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PUBLIC HEALTH LEGISLATION IN 1907,

The Vaccination Act of 1907 modifies the Act of 1898 by substituting a
statutory declaration of conscientious belief in the place of the provision for
satisfying two justices of such belief, which obtained in the former Act.

The Public Health Amendment Act, 1907, only applies to England, Wale
and Ireland, exclusive of the Administrative County of London,

These provisions may, therefore, apply in the Victoria, Royal Albert and
Tilbury Docks, exclusive of a small portion of the Royal Albert Dock,
which is within the Metropolitan Borough of Woolwich,

The Butter and Margarine Aet, 1907, prohibits the importation from
abroad of margarine and certain dairy products which do not conform to the
conditions imposed on Home products.

The power of inspection, taking samples, and instituting prosecutions,
rests with His Majesty’s Commissioners of Customs, and therefore the Port
Sanitary Authority is not affected by this Aect,

The Public Health Regulations as to Food Act is of great importance.
The following is a full text of the Act :—
Caarrer 32,

“An Act to enable regulations to be made for the prevention of A.D. tsor

* danger arising to public health from the importation, prepara-
** tion, storage, and distribution of articles of food. (28th August,
% 1907.)
“ Be it enacted by the King’s Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the
“ advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons,
“in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same,
“ as follows :—

“ 1. (1) The power of making regulations under the Public Health &m
* Act, 1896, and the enactments mentioned in that Act, shall inelude EJE:_“‘;;’:."'

* the power of making regulations, authorising measures to be taken for

paration
distribition of

* the prevention of danger arising to public health from the importation, articles of

** preparation, storage, and distribution of articles of food or drink (other Er‘ﬁ
“ than drugs or water) intended for sale for human consumption, and,
“ without prejudice to the generality of the powers so conferred, the
* regulations may—
“(a) provide for the examination and taking of samples of any

* such articles ;
“ (b) apply, as respects any matters to be dealt with by the regula-
* tions, any provision in any Act of Parliament dealing with the
* like matters, with the necessary modifications and adaptations ;
* (¢) provide for the recovery of any charges authorised to be made
“ by the regulations for the purposes of the regulations or any
* services performed thereunder ;




T.'

“ (2) For the purposes of regulations made under this Act, articles
“ commonly used for the food or drink of man shall be deemed to be
“ intended for sale for human consumption unless the contrary is proved.

“(3) In the application of this Act to Scotland, Part IV. of the S0 NE Vizk,
“ Public Health (Scotland) Act, 1897, shall be substituted for the
“ Public Health Act, 1896.

“ 9. All regulations made under this Act shall be laid as soon as may Publication of
 be before Parliament, and the Rules Publication Act, 1893, shall apply & & o7 Vie.
“ to such regulations as if they were statutory rules within the meaning
“ of Section L. of that Act, and that Act as so applied shall, notwith-
¢ standing anything in Sub-section V. of Section L. thereof, extend to
« Seotland, with the substitution of a reference to the * Edinburgh

“ Gazette ' for the reference to the * London (azette.

« g, This Act may be cited as the Public Health (Regulations as to Skor itk
“ Food) Act, 1907."”

No efforts have been made during the year to carry into effect the recom-
mendations contained in the Fourth Report of the Royal Commission on
Sewage Disposal, with a view to the formation of River Boards and preventing
the pollution of rivers and shell-fish beds.

TABLE XXVL

HOSPITAL.
Numper oF Cases Apwirren, Cost oF MAINTENANCE, &c.
Patients remaining in Hospital on 31st December, 1306 - - 8
o et S N
Cholera (suspected) - 1 1 0 0
Bubonic Plague - - 0 0 0 0
Suspected ditto - - - 3 2 0 1
Small-pox - - - . 8 8 0 0
Scarlet Fever 4 10 0 0
Enteric Fever - - - av 25 4 0
Continued Fever - - 10 9 1 0
Diphtheria - - - 3 3 0 0
Measles - - - - 14 14 0 0
Erysipelas = - - 0 0 0 0
Chicken-pox - 5 5 0 0
Totals - - - 75 [ i) 1
Remaining in Hospital on 1st January, 1908 - - 3 1
Total number of days’ treatment during the year - - 1,872
Average number of days’ treatment for each case - - - 3255

The average daily cost of maintenance per head was - ls, 11'03d.
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The total number of cases of Infectious Disease admitted to the
Hospital during the year was 75.

There were cight remaining in Hospital from the previous year, making
83 cases under treatment during the year, of which 77 recovered and
were discharged.

There were five deaths, and one remained in Hospital at the close
of the year.

Of the five deaths, four ocenrred from Enterie Fever, and one from
Pneumonia.

The largest number of cases admitted were of Enteric Fever, of which
there were 27, Measles coming next with 14,

There were eight cases of Small-pox, all of which recovered.

The other cases included three of suspected Plague, and one of suspected
Cholera ; particulars of these are given elsewhere,

The average number of days’ treatment for each case was 22-55, and
the average daily cost of maintenance per patient was ls, 11d.

TRAINING SHIPS.

During the past year, Scarlet Fever has been very prevalent within the
County of London, and it would have been strange if the Training Ships
situated on the Thames had escaped. They contain a number of boys of
susceptible age, who are visited at certain times by their friends from London.

The above Table will show the actual number of cases which have oceurred,

The principal outbreak occurred on the  Arethusa.” The first case ailed
on the 20th September, and the rash was noticed on the 24th, when the boy
was removed to hospital.

The second case ailed on the 29th, and the rash was noticed on the 30th.
This boy was obviously infected from the first case, and subsequently, cases
ailed from the same cause.

I urged upon the Commander of the ship, and the Medieal Officer in charge,
that the boys should be mustered daily, and their temperatures taken, and any
boy whose temperature was found to be raised above the normal, should
be at once isolated on shore, and kept under observation until a definite
diagnosis could be made.
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This course was adopted, and I think the small number of cases which
have occurred are due to the manner in whieh these precantions were taken
by the ship's authorities.

A second outbreak occurred at the end of November, and this was probably
due to the return of some of the boys who had suffered from Scarlet Fever,
and who were not quite free from all risk of infection.

I have advised that any boy who suffers from Scarlet Fever should not be
received back to the ship until at least a period of six weeks has elapsed since
his discharge from hospital.

A small outbreak occurred on the Training Ship * Cornwall,” which was
due to the introduction of a boy who was incubating the disease, in conse-
quence it spread to others. Every boy who ailed was at once isolated on
shore, with the result that the outbreak was soon controlled.

The Training Ship “ Arethusa™ was, at the request of the authorities,
thoroughly disinfected by fumigation with Sulphur-Dioxide gas, and the
whole ship washed down with a disinfecting solution. The bedding and effects
of all the boys were removed to Denton Hospital, and disinfected by steam.

STEAM LAUNCHES.

These continue to do good and efficient service ; the Denton is, however,
very slow, and [ propose to submit a plan with the object of fitting her up
with a disinfecting apparatus.

In the following short Table, I have set out the number of days each launch
was employed during the year, the number of visits of inspection and the
average daily number of visits for each launch.

Tapce XXVII.
|
s | Bolm | st | 2adrest | ez
| |
“ David Burnett” - - a1 48 4,219 12-2
“ Clotho ™ = = - 229 a6 5,180 157
“ Denton ™ - - - a34 41 5,420 167
1 |

These figures give the highest daily average to the small launch “ Denton,”
which works in the Pool, &c., where vessels lie at short distance. The
“ David Burnett” has the low average—this boat having longer distances to
cover, and special duties apart from sanitary inspection.
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By payment of a slightly increased premium, full insurance of the launches
has been effected. This is important, as minor damages from collisions are
more or less frequent in the traffic of the river, and the work of boarding.

With regard to working expenses, the year has proved an average one, not

marked by any considerable item for repairs, except a new dinghy for the
¥ Clotho.”

Some information,  therefore, of the average daily and annual cost of
working the launches will be of interest.

Tase XXVIII,
14807 w Coal E Total, s
.- n . B e
\ges. 8 tones, epairs, l:;l:fb
i 2 e .25
£ &5 d &owdi| Bo & Al B R v del B owod.
“ David Burmnett ' - = | 396 10 O | 180 10 O 64 7 241 8 9 682 10 11 |2 O 8
“ (lotho ™ - - - | 266 14 DO g2:12 0 26 6 0|85 & 11 408 17 11 |1 4 11
* Denton ™ - “ - 244 B O 4 16 0 2217 B |22 3 0| 884 4 B|1 0 7
Total - - -| 807 12 0|27 18 01121010 |98 12 8137618 6|4 5 9

*Calenlated on the number of © working " days,

STAFF.

There have been but few changes in the personmel of the staff calling for
notice,

Of your staff of Assistant Medical Officers, Dr. A. H. Hogarth retired in
June last, having received another appointment ; his place was taken by
Dr. W. D. Betenson, who has had extensive experience of Plague in India and
South Africa, and who had already given satisfaction when acting temporarily
as an Assistant Medical Officer.

There are no changes in the staff of Inspectors. With the qualification in

June last of Inspector Rolfe as an Inspector of Food, the whole of your
Inspectors now hold this important certificate.

The Hospital Staff has been increased by the additional appointment of a
laundry maid, who also acts as general maid. This is in place of the
employment of oeccasional temporary help from outside, for laundry work,
objectionable for obvious reasons in the case of an infectious hospital,
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CANAL BOATS ACTS.

Section 3 of the Canal Boats Act, 1884, provides that every Sanitary
Authority within whose District any canal or part of a canal is situate, shall
make an annual report to the Local Government Board as to the execution of
the Canal Boats Acts, 1877 and 1884, and of the Regulations made thereunder
and as to the steps taken by such Authority during the year to give effect to
the provisions of the said Acts and Regulations,

The expression “canal " includes any river, inland navigation, lake, or
water being within the body of a county, whether it is or is not within the ebb
or flow of the tide.

(1.) Each Sunitary Inspector is responsible for the inspection of all canal
boats found within his district.

i 1 append a list of the names of the Sanitary Inspectors, with their
- remunerations.

The official address of each Sanitary Inspector is 51, King William Street,
Greenwich, London, 3.E,

Inspector Garland - - - - 208l per annum.

WesTery DistrIcr.

London Dock.

St. Katharine's Dock,
Regent's Dock.

Surrey Commereial Dock.

Inspector Wetjen - - - - 182l per annum.

Eastery DistrIiCT,

East India Dock.
Royal Albert Dock,
Royal Victoria Dock.

Inspector Burr - - - - 182/ per annum.

CextrRAL DisTRICT.

West India Dock,
South West India Dock,
Paoplar Dock.

Millwall Dock.
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Inspector Lambe - - - 1621, 10s. per annum.

GravESEND DISTRICT.
Tilbury Dock.
North Shore—from Purfleet down.
South Shore—from Erith down.

RIVER.

Urpper Districr.
Teddington to Limehouse.

Inspector Hopkins - - - - 182[, per annum.
MippLe DistriCT.

Limehouse to Erith.
Inspector Romeril - - . - 208l per annum.

Lower IistricT.

Erith to seaward limits of the Port of London (including part of
River Medway),

Inspector Rolfe - - - 162L 10s. per annum,

(2.) The total number of boats inspected during the year was 1,294,
Of these 1,188 were found to conform to the Acts and Regulations.

The total number of infringements found was 184. In each case written
notice was sent to the owner, on a form, one half of which is to be detached
and returned when the infringement no longer exists, such form having been
first signed by an Inspector of Canal Boats.

The number of cautions given was 82, whilst the number of infringements
reported remedied was 85. This apparent discrepancy is due to the fact that

some of the infringements reported in 1906 were remedied in the early part
of 1907.

The number of boats found to be unregistered was five. Of these four have

been duly registered, after undergoing the necessary structural alterations, &e.,
in order to comply with the Regulations.

In the case of the remaining boat, although technically a canal boat, there
is no evidence so far to show that it is used as a dwelling. When this is
obtained, the necessary steps will be taken to register it as a canal boat.
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Of the four canal boats registered during the year, three were used for the
earriage of offensive cargoes, namely, oil, tar, or gas liquor,

One of the boats was construeted with an iron. bulkhead which completely
cut off the hold from the cabin, The cargo was carried in iron tanks, the
after one being about ten inches from the cabin bulkhead.

The other two boats were constructed of wood, and the cargoes of gas
liquor were stored in wooden tanks. :

The bulkhead separating the cabin from the hold of each barge was found
to be defective, allowing the gases of ammonia and sulphuretted hydrogen to
pass freely into the cabin, blackening the paintwork, and rendering the cabin
practically unfit for habitation.

Before these two boats were registered, the following alterations were
carried out by the owners :—

(a) The cabins were thoroughly cleaned and painted, and the cabin
bulkheads made perfectly tight so as to prevent gases entering
the cabins through the bulkheads.

(b) Existing skylights removed, and larger ones, glazed and made to
open, fitted.

(¢) Coal lockers and cupboards in which to store food to be provided.

(d) Broken stoves and funnels removed and replaced by new ones.

(¢) The bilge courses closed so as to prevent liquor passing under the
eabin floor, and gratings fitted over the space between the after
end of the tanks and the cabin bulkheads.

() Suitable vessels provided for the storage of not less than three
gallons of drinking water.

Certificates of registration were not produced in 24 cases. In some
instances this was due to carelessness, the certificates having either been left
behind, or having got old and destroyed.

In three cases the certificates of registration did not identify the owner
with the boat.

Fighteen boats were not properly lettered, marked, or numbered.
Overcrowding was found to exist in the undermentioned eight cases :—

The “ Linslade,” registered Port of London, No. 371, was inspected on the
7th March, 1907. The after cabin, which is registered for three adults, was
oceupied by two adults and three children, namely, the master, his wife, and
three children, being one child in excess of the number for which it is
registered. '
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The © Sally,” registered at Brierly Hill, No. 228, was inspected on the
12th and 15th April respectively. The after cabin, which is registered for
three adults, was found to be ocenpied by three adult males and one child,
being one child in excess of the number for which it is registered.

The *Phebe,” registered at Brierly Hill, No. 144, was inspected on the
12th June. The after cabin, which was registered for three adults, was
oceupied by the master, his wife, and three children, being one child in excess
of the number for which it is registered.

The © Alice,” registered at Wolverhampton, No. 949, was inspected on the
17th August, The after cabin, registered for three adults, was found to be
-occupied by the master, his wife, and four children, being two children in
excess of the number for which it is registered.

The “ Stoke,” registered at Wolverhampton, No. 899, was inspected on
the 24th October. The after ecahin is registered for three adults, or two
adults and two children, and the fore cabin is registered for one adult or two
children.

Owing to the dilapidated condition of the fore cabin, all the persons on
board occupied the after cabin, the result being that the cabin was oceupied
by one child in excess of the number for which it is registered.

The * Eliza,” registered at Brierley Hill, No. 214, was inspected on the
6th December. The after cabin, registered for two adults, was found to be
accupied by two adults and one child, being one child in excess of the number
for which it is registered.

The ** Avon,” registered at Wolverhampton, No. 846, was inspected on the
2Tth December. The after cabin is registered for three adults, and the fore
cabin for one adult. Owing to the dilapidated condition of the fore cabin,
which was unfit for habitation, all the persons on the boat, namely, the master,
his wife, and three children (the eldest of whom was only five years of age),
occupied the after cabin, with the result that it was oceupied by one child in
excess of the number for which it is registered.

In the case of the following two canal boats, it was found that although no
overcrowding existed, the fore cabin in each case was used as a dwelling,
although it was not registered for occupation.

The “ Isis,” registered at Berkhampstead, No. 455, was inspected on the
17th December. The after cabin, which is registered for four adults, was
occupied by the master, his wife, and two children. The fore cabin, which was
not registered for occcupation, was oceupied by a person of the female sex
above the age of twelve years, namely a niece of the master.

On the same date, the * Bourne,” registered at Berkhampstead, No, 442, was
inspected. The after cabin, registered for four adults, was occupied by the
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master and his wife. The fore cabin, which was not registered for oecupation,
was occupied by a person of the male sex above the age of fourteen years,
namely, the father of the master. The occupations of the fore cabins were
infringements of the Canal Boats Act, 1877, but these were occupied in order
to comply with the Canal Boats Regulations 111 (88), which provide that :—

“ A cabin occupied as a sleeping place by a husband and wife shall not
% at any time while in such occupation, be occupied as a sleeping place
“ by any other person of the female sex above the age of twelve years,
% or by any person of the male sex above the age of fourteen years.”

It is satisfactory to record that during the year no case was reported of a
boat not having a proper partition separating the sexes, and in not one instance
was it found that a person of the male or female sex over the legal age
oceupied the same eabin with other adults,

The largest number of infringements reported were under the heading of
 cleanliness,” no less than 35 being so reported.

In the case of four boats, the ventilation of the cabins was reported to be
deficient, This, however, was on unregistered boats, and the defects were
remedied before registration.

Two boats were reported as infringing the Regulations as regards painting,
which is required to be done once at least in every three years.

Twenty-nine boats were found in a dilapidated condition.

Five boats were without a suitable receptacle for the storage of not less
than three gallons of water for drinking purposes.

'There were no cases of Infections Disease notified, and in only one instance
was the authority of the Inspector to enter upon and examine the canal boat
questioned,

I have visited a large number of canal boats, and in every instance I have
found that the occapants welcome the appearance of the Inspector. They
took upon him as their friend, and indeed have freely stated in many cases
that without the aid of the officers of this Authority they would have been
unable to get many defects remedied, and they appreciate the action of the
Authority in looking after the welfare of the occupants of canal boats.

I have the honour to be, GENTLEMEN,
Y our obedient Servant,

HEREERT WILLIAHE,
Medical Officer of Health, Port of London.
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