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s OF THE WHITECHAPEL DisTricT BoArRD oF WoRkKs,
No. 15, GREAT ALIE STREET,
Lonpon, E.,

February 27th, 18go.
GENTLEMEN,

Previously to inviting your attention to the various
matters which are contained in the Report for the year 1889,
which I have the honor to submit for your perusal, I propose to
quote as usual some items which I have culled from the Report
for the year 1888, issued from the Office of the Registrar-General,
Such information may be interesting to any member who desires
to supplement certain particulars which were included in my
Report for that year.

REGISTRATION LONDON.

Area. The Area of Registration London is 77,410 acres, or 121
square miles, including 2718 acres of tidal water, The length of
streets and roads is more than 1600 miles.

EvLevation. The population of London resides at a mean
elevation of 39 feet above Trinity high water mark.

Houses. At the Census in 1881 there were within this area
486,056 ifihabited houses, containing an average of 7'g persons to
a house,

DensiTy (1888). 142 persons to a hectare; 573 persons to an
acre ; 36,700 to a square mile. No account is here taken of tidal
water.

Annual Rate of Increase of Population ] 1861-71............ 150
e e S S R N ; 7 A 1 oo e 1'61
1888.

Population (estimated to (Males .....2,017,169
the middle of the year) IFemales 2,265,752

Marriages .., i i 34,617
Annual Rate of persons married per rooo of the population...16:1

}Personsu.q.,zSz',gzI

St Males.........66,629) :
l gi: T wE

: iFemales ves 04,451 ersons...131,000
Annual Rate of Births per 1000 of the population 307
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Here the improvement to which I directed your attention last
year continues to be maintained, and it is interesting to note that
those persons who lived to the age of 80 and upwards numbered
47, and consisted of 16 Males and 31 Females.

Of these, 3 were nonogenarians, and in the Spitalfields Sub-
District, a female resident died at the age of 100 years. These
aged persons were registered as having resided in the following
Sub-Distriéts :(—

In the Spitalfields Sub-District TP 1
» Mile End New Town Sub-Distri¢t ... 2
»w Whitechapel District RIS
v Goodman's Fields oy T RS -
i Aldgate . o 8 Y
.»  Whitechapel Union Infirmary PR

Anarysis oF THE Cause oF DEATH oF THE 1533 RESIDENTS
wHo DIED DURING THE YEAR 188g.

It is necessary to explain that although certain modifications in
nomenclature have been suggested, I have preferred to follow the
plan by which the Registrar-General classifies the causes of death
for the Metropolis, as well as for England and Wales. I do so,
because it affords some indication of our position, enabling us to
compare the deaths amongst 75,000 persons, with those which have
occurred in the 4 millions comprising the Metropolitan population.
Also by continuing during a series of years a uniform system, we
are enabled to study our returns by the light of information derived
from previous records. Tables M and N,* as also the summary in
Table 1,1 will exemplify the uses to which comparative figures may
be applied. Although, generally there is correspondence as regards
many of the particulars herein set out, I have again to invite your
attention to the fact, that the percentage of Metropolitan deaths
from zymotic diseases to total deaths, is greater than that for
Whitechapel from the same class ot diseases. For the Metropolis,
including Whitechapel, it is equal to 1446 per cent.,, and for
Whitechapel, it equals only 1298 per cent.

A detailed examination of the specific deaths from zymotic
diseases shows, that no deaths were registered in the District
during the year from Small-pox, and also that exactly the same
number of deaths took place from Measles, as from Diarrhcea and

* Pages 30 and 31. + Page 29.
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runs through very many. This Consolidation Bill is in draft—and
it also contains a Clause giving to a Magistrate power to inflict a
fine, not exceeding five pounds, where neglect to remedy a nuisance
has been proved. It has become an annual custom to refer to the
well-known Bell Lane and Great Pearl Street schemes, both of
which were inherited by the London County Council from the
Metropolitan Board of Works. It has been my privilege to be
associated with Mr. Shirley Murphy in an inspection of these
areas. A Committee of the Council has also visited them. No
report has reached me concerning the Bell Lane area, but you are
aware that a communication has emanated from the Council to
your Board, stating that in the opinion of the Council, Cross’s Acts
of Parliament do not seem applicable to the houses which make up
the Great Pearl Street area. It remains, therefore, for your Officers
to deal as best they can with this property. I have already seen
the owners and agents who are concerned, with a view to obtain
some uniform and combined improvement. I am waiting for some
specifications to be submitted which shall effect this object. One
month was suggested and agreed to as a fair time during which no
action should be taken.

I cannot, however, avoid stating that I am disappointed with
the present arrangement, because I think some provision should
be made for the better accommodation and supervision of the class
of persons who now inhabit those wretched rooms, called * Fur-
nished rooms;?' and it seems to me that no better site could have
been selected for experiment than the Great Pearl Street area.
It is not possible to consider this subject seriously, without having
to confess that we are here face to face with, perhaps, the most
difficult social problem of the present day. Philanthropists are
often devoted individually to schemes for *improving the welfare
of the poor," and each person has some pet scheme to suit some
particular class. I think some combination of such suggestions
might lead to better results, than can take by allowing the present
somewhat patchy way of working to continue. The question often
arises: Have the very poor been treated fairly in this great matter
of house accommodation? Let me state the case. A large area
is cleared of wretched hovels to make way for large piles ot cleanly-
looking buildings. What has become of the people who were
dislodged ? Are they re-housed in the new Model Dwellings?
Certainly not. In the first place the rents demanded are above
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their means, and in the second place, the caretakers overlook them
-in their careful plan of selection. It follows that they must drift
into other rooms in houses, perhaps, already sufficiently occupied.
It is thus clear that the very class of persons requiring most
urgently some better accommodation is the class for which the large
building Trusts have not provided. Could not the Guinness Trus-
tees do something towards compensating the very poor for the
lack of consideration which has been awarded them? It is useless
to expect that the rents which this class could afford would pay for
land and buildings, and then enable a four per cent, dividend to
be declared—but given the rooms in the first instance from some
benevolent source, they would then be self-supporting. A better
hygienic condition would reduce the sickness and death-rates, and
the lessened risk to the general public would amply compensate for
the outlay, and for the necessary supervision.

Apart from the many improvements which have been effected
amongst individual houses during the year, some very important
works have been carried out at the instigation ol your Sanitary
staff. [ may mention two, where considerable structural altera-
' tions are now going on. In one case the builder's contract is £444
for eight houses; and in another the lowest tender amounted to
£378 for a block of about a dozen houses.

To those who are of opinion that the perfection of health results
from the possession of *a sound mind in a sound body,"” it must
be a source of gratification that through the efforts of your Board,
the Public Libraries’ Act has been adopted for the Whitechapel
District To provide a cheerful room with well-selected literature,
where the occupants of tenements may be educationally entertained,
is a distinct move in the right direction.

I must not conclude without an allusion to the addition in our
Sanitary staff. I feel confident that the work of Mr. Sleath will
assist very much the work of Sanitary reform which is in progress.
In inviting your attention to the results of the Inspectors’ labours
which they have tabulated for your perusal, it becomes my pleasing
duty to chronicle the efforts which the Messrs. Wrack always make
to carry out my wishes for the welfare of the District. Their
genial manner facilitates business, and it becomes less seldom
necessary to have recourse to magisterial aid to obtain the execu-
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