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now =0 enclosed the cistern as to render it air tight, whereby the escape of
the volatile part of the creosote iito the neighbourhood is prevented.
Notwithstanding, however, the several alterations which have been made,
the nuisance is not removed, for complaints still continue to be made by
the inhabitants ; and Mr. ScawArTz has been informed by the Board that,
unless the cause of complaint be removed, proceedings will be adopted
to compel him to do so. Since the presentation of this Report to the
Board, proceedings have been commenced.

Dr. Leraesy, in his report of the inspection of Mr. ScEWARTZ's pre-
mises (a copy of which was sent to the Board), states, that the material
used as fuel is the least volatile portion of coal tar. It has a specific
gravity of 1050, and it contains a good deal of erystallizable neutral substance
called paranapthaline and a small quantity of carbolic acid, to which last-
named substance its peculiar odour is chiefly due, Dr. Lermesy further
says that, he has frequently seen the dead oil used as fuel in London and
elsawhere, and he is satisfied that it is a safe and economical method of
consuming the oil. It is also, he says, so entirely under the control of the
stoker, that the combustion of the oil can be secured so as not to produce
smoke or offensive vapour, and that it is the most manageable fuel for
furnaces.

I have no reason to doubt the correctness of Dr. LETHEBY's state-
ment as regards the use of creosote in furnaces when a uniform heat is
required, but when an increased volume of steam is suddenly required at
irregular intervals, it is not so manageable. At all events, as the nuisance
still continues in Mr. ScEWARTZ'S premises, it is obvious that proper care
is not givem by that gentleman to the burning of the material in his
furnaces.

Complaints have also been made of the re-burning of animal charcoal
upon the premises of Mr, Brixges, in Back Church Lane, and upon those
of Mr, GapspEw, in Chamber Street.

VAULTS UNDER THE DANISH CHURCH,
WELLCLOSE SQUARE.

The Danish church, which was situated in a large open space, in
Wellclose Square, and which was built in the year 1694, is now entirely
demolished, and the site is about to be used for the erection of schools, in
connexion with St. Paul’'s Church, Dock Street. These schools are in-
tended for the accommodation of 600 children, and they will be under the
superintendance of the Rev. Dawmien GreaTorex, the Incumbent of St.
Paul’s Church,
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Underneath the church there are several vaults, in which there had
been deposited 37 coffins, of which 35 were of lead and 2 of wood. The
walls of these vaults are four bricks, or 3 feet in thickness, and the roof is
arched in brick-work of 4 rings in thickness,

On inspection, I was unable to deteet any offensive smell in these
vaults, and I found the lead coffins to be in a sound condition. The two
wooden coffins had perished, but the bodies were perfectly dry,

All the coffins are now covered with earth, of 2 feet in thickness, and
above this thick layer of earth there is deposited charcoal, to the extent of
1 1t. 4 inches in depth,"and the vaults are bricked up, so that it is im-
possible that any danger to health can arise from emanations from the dead
bodies in the vaults,

SCARLET FEVER.

In the returns of the Registrar General for the week ending Saturday,
January 9th, 1869, the public is informed that, in London alone, scarlet-
fever has destroyed 15 lives, of children chiefly, every day for the last 13
weeks, or 1,324 lives in the aggregate.

The Registrar General calls attention to a Paper by Dr. WitLram
Buop, M.D., Ed,, Consulting Physician to the Bristol Royal Infirmary,
on SCARLET FEVER and its PREVENTION.,

The following is a summary of the precautions recommended by
Dr, Buop :

“1. The room, which is occupied by the patient, is to be dismantled of
all needless woollen or other draperies which might possibly serve to
harbour the poison.

‘2. Thorough ventilation of the room to be maintained by an open
fire and other means added.

“3. A basin, charged with chloride or carbolate of lime, or some
other convenient disinfectant, is to be kept constantly on the bed for the
patient to spit into, i

““4, A large vessel, containing water impregnated with chlorides or
with Condy's fluid, is always to stand in the room for the reception of all
bed and body linen, immediately on its removal from the person of the
patient, :
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Proroween Rerextion or Deap Bopres.

In the detail of the sanitary work performed during the Quarter, two
cases of the prolonged retention of the dead in inhabited rooms are recorded,
-and on looking over the quarterly tabulated statements of the sanitary work
performed during the last two years, it will be observed, that such cases are
of frequent occurrence, and as the Board has now put in force that portion of
the Sanitary Act of 1866, relating to the Registration of Houses, it is pro-
bable that a greater number of similar cases will be brought under the notice
of the Sanitary Officers; for the keeper of every house which has been
registered under the provisions of the Samitary Act, is required to give
notice to the Board of any case of infectious or contageous disease which is
in such house, and he is also responsible for keeping the house in a cleanly
and wholesome condition.

The two cases of the keeping of dead bodies in rooms occupied by
families were brought under the netice of the Sanitary Officers in a letter
addressed to the Medical Officer of Health, stating that his immediate atten-
tion should be given to the dangerous state of the house next door to the
Jews' Infant School in Rose Court, Commercial Strect, in consequence of two
children there lying dead, and of * fever being very bad in that house.”

It was ascertained on inspection that the house complained of consisted
of eight rooms, each being occupied by a separate family. There were two
dead bodies in the house, and the smell from one of them was very offensive.
The parents of these children were remonstrated with upon the impropricty
and danger of keeping for so long a time a corpse in a room oceupied by
several members of the family. This is all that the officers can do in such

cases until the resolution of the Board is carried into effect respecting the
necessity of erecting a

Morroary Housk,

The question of providing a Mortuary has been repeatedly bronght under
the notice of the Board has been fully discussed, and a resolution passed
upwards of two years ago, to the following effect, viz., that a public mortuary
ought to be erccted. The last time this subject was discussed was in May,
1869, when a Committee for the second time was appointed to consider the
most eligible site for the erection of a mortuary, and the Committee, after having
duly considered the several sites spoken of, agreed to recommend, for the
approval of the Board, as the most eligible site for that purpose, the picee of
ground adjoining the old Parish Dead House, an access to which can be
obtained through Eagle place, Princes Street. At a Meeting of the Board
held on the 24th of May, the report of the Committee was discussed ; but it
having been stated that the Poplar Board of Works had made satisfactory
arrangements with the proprictors of the Bow Cemetery for a mortuary






























REPORT

OF THE
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH,
FOR THE

Quarter ending 2nd October, 1869.

To the Board of Works, Whitechapel Distriet.

(FENTLEMEN,

In the Quarter that ended 2nd October, 619 births and
690 deaths were registered in the Whitechapel District; of the births there
were 307 of boys and 312 of girls. In the corresponding Quarter of the
previous year, the hirths were 583 and the deaths 638. In each of these
Quarterly returns, the deaths in the London Hospital are included. The
deaths in this Quarter have exceeded the births by 71, but deducting the
deaths of 75 non-residents the births have exceeded the deaths by 4.

The deaths in the London Hospital have been 123, viz.: 79 males and
44 females. Of the total deaths in this Institution there were 14 of residents
within the District, 75 of non-residents, and 37 of persons who died from the
result of accident or from sudden death. The deaths from epidemic diseases
in the Hospital were 10; of these, 6 were from scarlet fever, 2 from typhoid
fever, and 2 from diarrhcea. The deaths from pyemia were 4.

The deaths in the Workhouse have been 63, viz.: 28 males and 35
females. The deaths from epidemic diseases in this establishment have been
4, all from diarrheea.  The ages at death of persons dying in the Workhouse
and in the London Hospital, and the mortality in these Institutions for the
corresponding Quarter n? the previous year, are shown in Table 3 in the

Appendix.
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The deaths from epidemic diseases in this District have been 231, viz. :
17 from measles, 82 from scarlet-fever, 1 from diphtheria, 39 from hooping-
cough, 72 from diarrheea, 3 from choleraic-diarrheea, and 17 from fever.

In the corresponding Quarter of the previous year, the deaths from
epidemic diseases were 177, viz.: 2 from small-pox, 13 from measles, 11 from
searlet-fever, 1 from diphtheria, 12 from hooping-cough, 101 from diarrheea,
29 from fever, and 8 from cholera and choleraic-diarrhoeea.

The deaths caused by diseases of the respiratory organs, exclusive of
consumption, have been 63 ; of these 15 were caused by bronchitis, 38 by
pneumonia, and 12 by other affections of the lungs. Consumption was fatal
to 77 persons. The deaths from other tubercular diseases were 33, viz.: 27
from mesenteric disease, 1 from scrofula, and 5 from hydrocephalus, or water
on the brain,

Diseases of the heart were fatal to 24 persons.

The deaths from diseases of the urinary organs were 18 ; of these, 8
were caused by nephria or Bright's disease, 1 by diabetes, and 9 by other
diseases of the kidneys. Convulsions caused the deaths of 10 children.

There were 9 deaths from premature birth, 7 from teething, and 25 from
atrophy and debility. The deaths from syphilis were 2.

Intemperance was fatal to 5 persons, and 1 child, aged 6 years, was
accidently poisoned, but the particular poison is not specified.

The deaths of 13 persons are attributed to old age; of these, 10 were
above 80 years of age. Three persons died from premature decay, under the
age of 70 years.

There were 25 deaths from mechanical violence ; of these, 9 were caused
by horses and vehicles in the streets, In one of these cases a verdict of
manslanghter was returned.

Burns and scalds were fatal to 4 persons.
Three children were suffocated in bed.
One death occurred from drowning

The number of inquests has been 59. In the corresponding Quarter of
last year, the number was 80.

The deaths from epidemic diseases to the total mortality were in the
proportion of 33.4 per cent.; from consumption the proportion was 11.1 per
cent.; from violence, 3.6 per cent.; and from old age and premature decay,
2.3 per cent.

The deaths of children, under 5 years of age, are 340. This is 49.2 per
cent. of the total mortality. In the previous Quarter of last year, the rate of
mortality of children under 5 was 44.8, This increase in the rate of mortality
of young persons is accounted for by the large mortality from scarlet-fever, a
disease chiefly attacking young persons. This disease in the October Quarter
of 1868 was fatal to 11, whereas during this Quarter the deaths have been
82, In the Artillery Sub-District the rate is 78.5 per cent.; in the Spital-
fields, 65.0 per cent. ; in the Mile End New Town 45.0 per cent.; in the
Whitechapel North, 63.1 per cent.; in the Whitechapel Church, 15.8 per
cent.; in the Goodman’s Fields, 63.6 per cent.; and the Aldgate, 68.0 per
cent,
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The number of deaths which have not been certified by a medioal
practitioner has been 19; of these 15 were recorded in the Spitalficlds
sub-District. The Registrar for this sub-District makes a note to the effect
that the majority of the certificates are informal, that is to say, the cer-
tificate of death has not been given in accordance with the form preseribed
by the Registrar-General, although the certificates were signed by a duly
qualified medieal practitioner, The form of certificate as now used is faulty,
and it ought to be amended. Unless the death of a patient is expected by the
medical practitioner in attendance at the date of the last visit speedily to take
place, it is questionable whether a medical man is justified in stating that his
patient died on such a day, and more especially when he has not verified the
fact that his patient is actually dead; all that he can correctly say in the
certificate of death is, that he was informed of the day when the patient died,
and in his opinion the cause of death was , unless a post mortem
examination of the body has been made by him, when he can then speak with
mcrreccrl;nintya.atutlgcmaof&eath.

Pavrers’ ILINEss IN THE DISTRICT.

The Medical Officers of the Union have attended, during the last Quarter,
3,526 new cases of illness out of the Workhouse, including 2 of small-pox,
b4 of measles, 135 of scarlet-fever, 90 of hooping-cough, 560 of diarrhcea,
72 of fever, and 13 of erysipelas. In the corresponding Quarter of the
previous year, the number of pauper cases of illness was 4, 765, including 13
of small-pox. 51 of measles, 17 of scarlet-fever, 23 of hooping-cough, 1,041 of
diarrheea, 7 of cholera and choleraic-diarrheea, 113 of fever, and 25 of
erysipelas. There has, therefore. been a marked decrease in the number of
gick paupers during this Quarter, when compared with the number returned
for the corresponding Quarter of last year. BScarlet-fever, however, has been
extremely prevalent among the paupers in this District, the disease having
increased from 17, in the corresponding of last year, to 135 in this Quarter.
Upon the extensive and still existing prevalence of scarlet-fever, the Registrar-
(General remarks:—* This highly contagious disease finds in the crowded
quarters of our large towns all the conditions favourable to its extension.
The skill and energy of the medical profession, and more particularly of the
Officers of Health, are taxed to the utmost in dealing with the disease in
endeavouring, when possible, to separate the sick and the dying, and in
making generally known the precautions most needful ; their humane efforts
are, however, beset with difficulties Until better habitations are within reach
of the labouring and poorer classes, until decent public mortnaries are
provided in all populous towns, and, perhaps also, until the rudiments of
physiology are included in the education of our youth, so that all who read
may know something of the laws by which we live and have our being. We
cannot extinguish with needful rapidity the oft recurring visitations of
epidemics like that we are now suffering from ; for ignorancge is the foster-
mother of disease as well as of crime.” There are some places in this District
(particularly those large blocks of buildings bounded by Castle Street and
Castle Alley on the east, and by the east side of Middlesex Street on the
west, and bounded on the north by Union Street), where the honses are so old,
ill-constructed, and confined, that from the want of efficient ventilation and
of proper privy accommodation persons occupying them ecannot enjoy good
health ; and as it is impossible to improve these houses they onght to be taken
down. They would soon be demolished if the same anxiety were displayed
by the public authorities for the improvement of the health of the people
as such authorities now manifest in improving the traffic and embellishing the
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Metropolis. Upwards of six millions have been expended in ornamentation
and in traffic convenience, whereby the wealthy are principally benefitted, but
not one single street, court, or alley, where the poor are compelled to dwell,
has been improved at the public expense in order to advance the physical
condition of the people. In the densely crowded streets in London, fever and
other contagious or infectious diseases are very seldom or never absent, and
such diseases extend over the whole metropolis when they prevail epidemically ;
the whole community, rich and poor, then suffer alike from their influence. It
is surely time that public attention should now be directed to this matter,
80 that something effectual may be done to improve the existing state of
things. I may further add, that a great number of the houses in this District
are used as common lodging-houses, which are under the inspection of the
police, and are principally occupied by tramps and persons of the lowest clase,
There are also many of the houses, which, from their almost inaccessable
situations, afford shelter to thieves and vagrants, who make their way into
London from all parts of the country ; the former towbtain a larger field to
carry on their depredations, and the latter to live upon the charity which is
so indiseriminately bestowed by the unthinking members of the community.
Almost the only persons who enter these abodes of wretchedness are the
pﬁfiﬁ officers, the relieving and sanitary officers, and the medical officers of
the Union,

PusLicaTion oF RETURNS OF SICKNESS,

The information respecting the state of the public health that would be
afforded by a weekly publication of all the cases of sickness which are treated
by the medical officers of the Unions, by the Hospital and Dispensary medical
officers, and by the medical attendants of large establishments,” such ss
schools, asylums, factories, &e., might prove of great importance by showing
the prevalence or otherwise of epidemic diseases. The deaths which are
published regularly every weck by the HRegistrar-General, valuable as such
publication undoubtedly is, does not give full information respecting the
public health, for it sometimes happens that the deaths are Very numerous,
owing to the fatal nature of disease ; while, at the same time, cases of discase are
comparatively few in number ; and, on the other hand, the cases of illness may
be very numerous while the number of deaths is of small amount, owing to the
mildness of the prevailing diseases. If the deaths and the cases of illness
among the population were published together, a more correct opinion of the
public health would be obtained.

Ever since your Board has been established, I have published quarterly
the returns of sickness which are made weekly to the Guardians by the
medical officers of the Union, and in the years 1857 and 1858 the Metropolitan
Association of the Officers of Health collected the returns of the casos of
gickness occurring among the pauper population and those in the several
charitable Institutions and Workhouses in London. These returns were
submitted to a member of the Association, who prepared them for publication
weekly. Mr. Smox, the Medical Officer of the Privy Couneil, in his last
annual report expresses an opinion that, for the purposes of promoting
medical science and health aﬂminiﬂtration, periodical reports of sickness
treated by the medical and surgical staffs of all the medical charities should be
obtained and published. These reports might be sent to the Medical Officers
of Health for the respective disiricts, who should transmit them to the
medical officer of a central authority having the supervision of the publie
health.
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In a letter addressed to the Editor of the Journal of Public Health, and
published in the number for July, 1848, I drew public attention to this im-
portant subject, and urged the desirability of furnishing the Registrar-General
with a weekly return of the cases of sickness occurring in the metropolis, so
that he might be able to publish it with the weekly returns of death. Sucha
publication would acquaint the public authorities and their officers with the
actual state of the health of the people. If such returns had been published,
the numerous cases of relapsing fever, a disease fatal in the proportion only
of about 5 per cent. of persons attacked would have called, at an early period,
the attention of the public to the subject, whereas public attention was only
drawn to the prevalence of this disease by the publication in the Laneet of the
return of cases admitted into the Fever Hospital. If the returns of sickness
furnished to the Guardians by the medical officers of the Unions were utilized
by the Medical Officers of Health, and presented to their respective Boards at
their weekly or fortnightly Meetings, such returns would be published in the
local journals, and so the public generally would be informed of the health of
each District.

MEeTEOROLOGY OF GREENWICH.

The returns of the Registrar-General show that the rain-fall in the
Metropolis during the Quarter has been 5.23 inches. During the corres-
pouding Quarter of last year the rain-fall was 4.40 inches. The mean
temperature of the air was 61.5°. In the corresponding Quarter of last year
the mean temperature was 63.9°. The hottest days during the Quarter were
Sunday, July 18th, Thursday, July 22nd, and Saturday, August 28th, when
the thermometer in the shade indicated respectively 88.8°, 90.9°, and 89.0°,

The following Table, taken from the returns of the Registrar-General
shows the comparative results during the Quarter :—

LONDON,.
| July| July| July| July| Aug.|Aug.|Aug.| Aug. ET Sept [Sept |Sept| Oct.
10t ith- a4th | 31st | Tth |14th | 21st | 268th | 4 11th|18th |25th | 2nd.
Deaths from Diarrheea’ 50 | 102] 253] 384 304 246! 264 195 161 185! 139 115] 76
TDeaths fremCholera & &
i it o | IR .In 93 |20 | 33 |29 | wlial e| 8| 5| 2| s
Mean Temperature o " B o 5 2 u @ ] & s o 4
gt M} 64.2° 66.9°166.0°(64.0°159.8°(58.5°158.7°(68.4°|56.1°(63.5°(58.1°/56.8°(58.8
Rainfall in fuches .. 0.00 0.14 [0.00 |0.41 |0.47 073 10.01 0.00 0.00 [0 69 [1.85 0,12 [0.81
Deaths inI,nndnn.,.“.:*ww!lala 1600|1646 [1630 1501 (1587 1463|1388 [1601 1409|1362 13951
|
Deaths in the White- i
e B teich, } 45 56 52 |05 |65 |42 |54 |62 |51 |53 |69 |42 | 64
| e - i IR

SANITARY WORK PERFORMED DURING THE ()JUARTER.

The following return shows the amount of work done by the Sanitary
Inspectors during the Quarter :— '

Number of inspections of houses, as shown in the official returns......

3702
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Honses nysbama.tma.ﬂy vigited and rooms measured to ascertain their

cubic capacity .. RNAE aavnuats s SIS 40
Number of rooms found tu be uvemruwdeﬂ thﬂ space hemg le.sa t'han

300 cubie feet for each person, reckoning twu children for one adult 3

Number of cases of indecent ocoupation discovered .......ceveeveniennssins 17
Prellmlnary notices served, mnny of such notices ﬁmbra.n{ng several

Cﬂmpulanrj’ urderu maued ambramng 111 huusaa nnd premises .......... 72
Summonses heard at police courts... arkid i
Houses in which the rooms or passages hzwe b&en Whlt-ﬂ wa.ahed ...... gt 2 EBI
Dust-bins provided.... Lo T N e 48
Privies white-washed, aleanseﬂ., a.nd repaued. 92
Water-butts or cisterns provided or rupmred... R A s 83
Water-waste preventers erected.............. R N R 3

Dr’,i[l.ﬂ iII. hﬂm impm?ﬂd, '&ﬂun MO
Hﬂuﬂm Bjﬂtﬂmﬂﬁﬂal]j' IE'?iBit‘Ed FRams e e R R e

P |1
T TIPS ¢

Clellars used as dwellings ﬂmcnntmuad for such use. ... S 3
Instances where corpses were kﬁpt in inhabited rooms far prﬂlnngod
p&nudamaatnheanmsmca - L, 1

Animals 8o kept as to be a nuisance, removaﬂ. 1
Yards of houses paved or the pavement repaired........;cececiiiveeeeees 100

Number of special notices served for the registration of houses ......... 48
Houses registered by order of the Board.....vee .o iiiiiesnnins seviiinnines ik 18
Certificates and copies prepared for the registration of the above houses 36
Bake-houses specially visited ..o..ocvntnncrissenes corieiiiiicanniinanncseanenas 70
Slaughter-houses ditto i A AL R o i P 35
(Cow-houses ditto 24
Cows kept in 2 unlicensed sheds, removed...... ....c. . vuveeeiiicerinrennnn, 4
Area gratings, cellar flaps, &c., repaired........ cccoss covissiiinnneiiniiiin, 39
Workshops specially visited..v. .ot coviiiiiieisimmnimiiiins s ciininnienie

Ditto Prg g o bt i) YT R P BR  f h Srar a ai r 1
Ditto opaoially roR IRk vos s viasss ans bin dnminnnioes sy wwnsuninnn b EoENRS 15
Pt moiiiaiinee WEEEDE | o< oeies vienos asnsns kon sus enbane sub soragnann dinan. v pus 1

Nuisances caused by the accumulations of dung and other offensive
matter, and from stopped privies, are very numerous. These are not recorded
in the books of the Inspectors, unless official notices are served.

In addition to this return, the Inspectors report that they have for-
warded to the police authorities® several notices of dangerous structures, and
have also given intimation to them of all the rooms which they have fourd
on a house-to-house visitation, or on private information, to be occupied by
more than one family. The Act requires that all rooms, so let, must be
registered under the Common Lodging-House Act,

* The amended Metropolitan Building Act, 1869, which came into operation on the
1st October, transfers the power of the Cnmmmmnuers of Police over dangerous structures
to the Metropolitan Board of Works.
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MorTvary Houvse.

The necessity of &prnviding a Mortuary has again been strikingly shown
in a case of prolonged retention of a dead body at No. 6, Princes Street,
Whitechapel. In aroom in this house, about 8 feet square and about 7 feet
high, occupied by three persons, the dead body of a child, seven years of age,
who died of fever, was kept for a period of nine days. Since the death of
the child, the parents were obliged to take another room in the house, in
consequence of the offensive smell arising from the body. The parents
informed the Inspector that the reason why they could not bury the child
at an earlier period was, that they could not u?;tain the means to do so, They
further stated that they would have gladly deposited the body of their child
in a building set apart for the reception of the dead, had there been such a
place in the District.

WATER SUPPLY.

The system of constant water supply to the poorer Districts of the
Metropolis, ought to be insisted on by the several local Boards, for it is the
only plan which will give the poor a sufficient quantity of wholesome water
for domestic use. All, or nearly all, the existing water receptacles in the poor
localities are unfit for the purpose of storing water for drinking. They
should therefore be abolished, and a constant supply of water, direct from
the main, without the intervention of either butts or cisterns, should be
gubstituted.

It is with much pleasure that I am able to report that there are 75
water-waste preventers in this District, which afford a constant supply to
more than 6,000 poor people,

Punric Dusr Biss,

There are about 160 public dust bins in this District, all of which the
contractor is bound to empty daily. The importance of the daily emptying
of the public dust bins cannot be over estimated, and it should be rigidly
enforced, for the smell of the contents of these receptacles, when they are
allowed to remain unemptied for a period longer than 24 or 30 hours, is
sometimes intolerable, and is a canse of ill health to persons living in the
vicinity of them. I am sorry to say that the contractor has not given
sufficient attention to the emptying of the public dust-bins during this quarter,

SANITARY LREQUIREMENTS.

In order that the duties of the Samitary Officers may be carried ont in a
more efficient manner, it is necessary: 1st. To build a Mortuary suitable to
receive the bodies of all persons who have died in this District of any
contagious or infectious disease, and a dead body from any room occupied
by several persons. The Mortuary should be so built as to have nothing of
a repulsive character, but it should be so constructed as to present certain
architectural and ecclesiastical ornaments. 2nd. To provide means of dis-
infection by erecting a proper building where the disinfection of clothing and
bedding may be carried out. 3rd. To provide a carriage for the conveyance
of infected persons to Hospitals. 4th, To provide a place suitable for the
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reception of dead bodies during the time required for making post mortem
examinations. 5th. To provide a House of e for the reception of persons
living in a room where infectious or contagious disease exists, and: 6th. To
provide a house which might be used as a Hospital for the reception and
treatment of persons suffering from fever or other infectious discase.

DisINFEOTION.

I have thought it advisible to append to my report the subjoined extract
from a MeMORANDUM ON Disirecriow, prepared by Mr. Sivox, the Medical
Officer to the Privy Council, and published in 1866,

«1, During the emplying of privies and cesspools, and whenever else tem-
porary disinfection is required for them, carbolic acid,* or sulphate of ironf, or
perchloride of iron, or chloride of manganesei, or chloride of zine§, will be
found available. A dilute solution of one of those agents should be poured
into the privy or cesspool, from a quart to a pailful at a time, fill the desired
effect is obtained. Especially where cholera or typhoid fever is present, privies
and cesspools ought to be very frequently flooded in this manner. The best
test of their being adequately disinfected, is the entire absence of fiecal or

ammoniacal odour.

«9, Heaps of manure or other filth, if it be for the time impracticable or
inexpedient to remove them, should be covered, to the depth of two or three
inches, with a layer of freshly bumnt vegetable charcoal in powder. Freshly
burnt lime may be used in the same way, but is less effective than charcoal. 1f
neither chareoal mor lime be at hand, the filth should be covered with a layer,
gome inches thick, of clean dry earth. For a privy which has only solid
contents, the same sort of treatment is applicable, Earth near dwellings, it it
has become offensive or foul by the soakage of decaying animal or vegetable
matter, should be treated on the same plan.

«3, If running sewage, about to be used in agriculture, require to be
disinfected, the chloride of manganese or perchloride of iron may be best used ;
but if the sewage is to pass into a river, or into any pond or canal, where it
might again become offensive, chloride of lime|| is to be preferred ; and in this
case a pound of good chloride of lime will generally suffice to disinfect 1,000
gallons of the sewage. For foul ditches and other stagnant drainage, chloride of
lime is also the proper disinfectant.

« 4. Where it is desirable to disinfect, before throwing away, the evacua-

tions from the bowels of persons suffering from cholera or typhoid fever, some
of the disinfectant (which here may best be chloride of lime) should be put

* Carbolic Acid (in the fluid form in which it is commonly sold) should be diluted with
about eighty times its volume of water.

+ Sulphate of Tron should be dissolved in ten times its weight of water.

4 Perchloride of Iron, or Chloride of Manganese (the common concentrated solutions
may be used). diluted with twelve times their bulk of water.

Chloride of Zine, the common concentrated solution may be diluted with eight or

ten times its bulk of water. :

i Chloride of Lime may be mixed in the proportion of abont one pound to a gallon of
water.

Sulphate of Zine may be dissolved in about {en times its weight of warm water.
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into the bed-pan or other vessel bafore it is used by the patient, and some more
should be added immediately after. Its thorough mixture with the evacuation
sbould be ensured. Care should also be taken that portions of the discharges
do not remain about the patient's body, or in his dress.

“5. Linen and washing apparel requiring to be disinfected may be set to
soak in water containing per gallon about an ounce either of the common clear .
solution of chloride of lime, or of that of chloride of soda Or the articles in
question may be plunged into boiling water, and afterwards, when at wash, be
actually boiled in the washing-water.

“6, Woollens, bedding or clothing, which eannot be washed, may be
disinfected by exposure for two or more hours, in chambers constructed for the
purpose, to a temperature of F, 210°—250°. When this eannot be done, the
natural disinfecting process of prolonged exposure to air, sun, and rain, ought to
be had recourse to.

“7. For the disinfection of the inferior of houses, the ceilings and walls
should be washed with warm quick-lime water. The wood-work should be
cleansed with soap and water, and subsequently washed with water containing
in each gallon about two ounces of the clear solution of either chloride of lime
or chloride of soda.

“8. 4 room no longer occupied may be disinfected by chlorine gas, or
nitrous acid gas, or sulphurous acid gas. And for this purpose the gases may
be produced in the room as follows :—Cllorine gas, by pouring over a quarter
of a pound of finely powdered black oxide of manganese, contained in a jar,
halt a pint of muriatic acid previously mixed with a quarter of a pint of water,
or by pouring over a quarter of a pound of chloride of lime, contained in a jar, a
quarter of a pint of muriatic or dilute sulphuric acid ;—Nitreus acid gas, by
pouring over an ounce of copper shavings or turnings, contained in a deep jar,
three ounces of concentrated nitric acid ;— Sulphurous acid gas, by burning an
ounce or two of flower of sulphur in a pipkin. The process of disinfecting a
room by any of tliese gases requires several hours ; and while it is going on, all
doors, chimneys, and windows of the room must be kept cavefully closed. Pre-
cantions to this effect should have been taken before the chemieals are mixed,
as the person who starts the process (having to avoid the gases) must not
afterwards loiter in the room. When the process is at an end, doors and
windows should be fully opened.”

In a Memoraxpum oN Disiwrectiox, by the Medical Officers of Health,
it is recommended that for faomigating infected rooms and their contents, a
quarter of a pound of brimstone, broken into small pieces, should be put into
an iron dish (or the lid of an iron saucepan, turned upside down), supported by
a pair of tongs over a bucket of water. The chimney and other openings are
then to be closed with paper pasted on, and a shovel of live coals put upon the
brimstone. The door must then be quickly shut, the erevices outside covered
with paper and paste, and the room kept closed for five or six hours. After
this, a thorough cleansing should be effected ; everything washable should be
washed, and all other things cleansed by proper means.

Chlorine gas may likewise be used. It may be prepared by mixing two
table speonfuls of common salt, two teaspoonfuls of red lead (or oxide of
manganese), half a wine glassful of sulphuriz acid (oil of vitrol), and a pint of
water,
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Bince this report was presented to the Board, I have received a return of
the cases of relapsing fever admitted into the London Fever Hospital from this
District.  Up to August 31st, 9 cases, September, 14 cases, October, 7 cases,
November 1—9, inclusive, 14 cases, The greater number of these cases were
removed from the registered lodging houses, which are under the care of the
}:Jliae. Relapsing fever appears now to be on the decrease, the return of cases

r the week ending November 13th, being 4, and for that ending 20th Nov. 3.

For the purpose of showing the present condition of the District as
regards the prevalence of fever, and its condition during the corresponding
six weeks of the previous year, I laid before the Board at its meeting on
Monday, the 22nd November, the following returns :—

1868, 1868,

Cazes of Fever attended by the Medical Officers Deaths from Fewver, in the entire District during

of the Union during the wesks ending the same weelks,

Oct. 10th ...... b5 [ Oct. 318t ...... 18 Gat. 10th ...... 2 |Oct. 30ih ...... 4
PO | | - A 7 | Nov. Tth ...... 17 PO | SRR 2 |Nov, Tth ... 1
. TR S R 1 e 14 EERRRL 7 | 1 T 8] (ISR B [ R

Total CRBOE ... +» ¢1v snsass 66 Total Deaths ........cceeee. 19
1860, 1869,

Oct; Bth ...... 12 | Oct. 30th ...... 11 Oet. Sth ...... 0 |0t 20th ...... i
» 18th ...... 21 | Novr. Bth ...... 17 s dth e 2 | Rov: 6th ... 1
T 71 4 18R s, 10 §5 LR e - [ty e 0

Total Ca888 ...occe veeeceenee 18 Total Deaths ............... i

By the above comparative statement it will be seen that the number of
deaths from fever has been less in the six weeks terminating on November 14th,
1869, than in 1868 ; but the number of cases has been greater, thereby showing
that although the cases have been more numerons the disease has been of a
milder type. Of the cases returned during the above-mentioned period for this
year, 13 are of relapsing fever.

As the presence of this fever is indicative of unusual destitution, it will be
desirable to make the best possible provision to contend with the existing want,
It has been suggested, in a letter forwarded to this Board by Dr. Buchanan,
that some increase of the staff of your Board should be made, and as it is highly
important that the hahitations of persons suffering from fever and from scarlet-
fever, which is now very prevalent, should be disinfected, I think it would be
a wise precaution if the Board would employ some person for that purpose
during the present period. The above recommendation was acceded to, and a
person has accordingly been appointed.

I am, GENTLEMEN,
| Your obedient Servant,

JOHN LIDDLE.
15, Great Alie Sireet.






TABLE II.—Showing the Deaths from Epidemic Diseases for the Three Months
ending 2nd October, 1869.

| 4 £ T
= : 8w néi Eﬁ'ﬁ: E la E%E 2
Districts. % E E e| & [ 88| § | £ [SEE[Tota E
@ | = Bl A |B9) & | & 5chy
Artillery ......... 0 0 6 0 3 4 0 1 | 14
Spitalfields ...... 0 g 22 0 |+~12 18 i) 1 B0
MileEnd ¥. Twn.| 0 3 | 20 T S O 5 0 | 48 [Work
| (house]
Whitechapel, N..| 0 6 9 0 4 5 2 i | &
WhitechapelCh..] 0 | o | 7 | 1 S P o | 17 [Hsptl
Goodman’s Fields| 0 3 6 0 1 | 18 1 o | 24
Aldgato............ 0. "8 513" 0 [\ b papespoiay | o: &
1

ORI ... kst ¢ | 17 | 88 1 |8 | 72| 17 3 | 281
Deaths from Epi-

demics for the

corresponding 2 13 11 1 12 101 | 29 8 | 177

fuartor, 1868, .

|
ey

There were four deaths from Searlatina, one from Typhoid Fever,’and one from Diarrhaea
in the London Hospital, all of which cases were of non-residents. Six deaths must
therefore be deducted from the total of 231, thereby reducing the mortality from
Epidemic Diseases to 225.

TABLE III. - Showing the Ages at Death in the Workhouse, and in the London
Hospital, for the Quarter ending 2nd October, 1869,

Total |Corres-
o |0and |land |5and | 20 and | 40 and | 60 and | 80 and nding
under] nnderbundr20 under40 [ under60 | under80 | upwards [Males 28 E‘;mﬂ
Femls 35/of 1868,
‘Workhouse, T 1 1 13 21 18 2 63 70
X ‘Males 79|
L. Hospital] 2 10 18 36 38 i9 0 Femls 44
128 157




TABLE IV.—Ages at Death in each Registration District, for the Three

Months ending 2nd Oetober, 1869,

N N e T e T et e A s

B | — T TR T IECET TTETELERAE IR
= = = = = = o
Districts. E-’g £5 || 85 | S5 |Gy % £ | Total | Remarks.
B |~E|wE |82 |22 |2 sk
= = = = o
1
Artillery ... BRI SR AN R I G IR T
Spitalfields ......| 32 | 47 | © 9 | 14 7 5 | 123
|
MileE.N.Town| 20 | 44 | 6 | 25 29 | 26 3 | 162 | Workhouse
l
Whitechapel, N. | 17 19 5 G 4 ' 1 57
Whitechapel Ch.| 10 19 19 40 44 22 0 | 154 | Hospital
1
1
! Goodman’s Fields, 30 15 7 ) ] a 1] iri
Aldgate............, 20 ! 81 9 6 5 3 1 75
|
| .
Totals ............| 152 |1sa 60 | 100 | 109 71 10 690
| |“ EREfs I e T SO ATy

TABLE V.—The Births and Deaths in each Registratio District, for the Three
Months ending on the 2nd October, 1869.

Excil_m EIE'I!BEE
0 0
Districts, Births. | Total. | Deaths. | Total. | Births | Deaths Remarks,
over over
Deaths.| Births,
M. F. M. F
Artillery ...... .. | 23..256 | 48 | 20... 22| 42 i 0
Epit-ﬂlﬁf.ﬂ&s BEEEREEES {H}-!Ei ]33 56.-- ﬁ? 123 1“ I} L]
Mile End N, Town.| 64 .71 | 135 | 73... 89| 162 1] 27 | Workhouse.
Whitechapel, . ...| 43 .58 | 101 | 21... 38 &7 44 0
Whitechapl. Church| 37...24 | 61 | 92... EEF 154 i 93 | London Hosgpital,
Goodman’s Fields . | 43..42 | 85 | 38... 29' %7 8 0
Aldgate............. 08...88 | 86 | 4%...38% 45 0 18 | 75 non-residents
died in . Hos.
Exeess of deaths
Totals .... ..ove....[807...318] 619 [345...347 600 68 139 | over Lirths, de-
ducting the 75
non-residents 4

Estimated Population in 1869, 76,000.
























