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Borough of Mitcham

HEALTH REPORT FOR 1953

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors.
Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have much pleasure in submitting my annual report for
the year 1953.

The general health in the Borough has been good, and there
was no outbreak of infectious disease to cause special alarm. The
infectious diseases notifications were increased because of a rise
in measles and whooping cough, although the number of cases
of scarlet fever decreased.

Poliomyelitis affected five people, but they were fairly mild
cases, except for one case which died. Very much on the
preventive side for the fourth year in succession, there was no
ease of diphtheria, and only two in the past six years, whereas
before that cases averaged sixty per year.

It was pleasing to note that deaths from tuberculosis were
the lowest on record, for the second year in succession, the death
rate being 0.15 per 1,000 population, compared with 0.19 last year
and 0.24 for England and Wales. The figures for this industrial
area used to be less favourable.

The fifteen cases of dysentery were mostly single cases
diagnosed on clinical grounds, not confirmed bacteriologically.

The birth rate of 13.91, after correction by the comparability
factor to correspond with the average age and sex grouping of
the whole population, becomes 13.21, which compares with 15.5
for England and Wales.
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REPORT

STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE

AREA
Area (in acres) ... 2982 acres
Population, Census 1921 85,119
" o [ e 56,856
- . 1951 (82,284 M.; 84,885 F.)... 67,269

Registrar-General's estimate of population mid-

vear, 1958 66,480
Density of Population, 1951 ... 22 9 persons per acre
Number of inhabited houses, 1921 ... 7.150

" o o 1981 ... 18,187
" o % 1958 ... 19,421
Rateable Value, 1958 ... £574,690
Sum represented by a 1d. rate £2 810

The Borough of Mitecham is an irregular oval in shape,
situated in North-East Surrey adjoining the south-west border
of the London metropolitan area. It is a fairly flat and low lying
area, with some 600 acres of open space including the 440 acres
of Mitcham Common,

The River Wandle, which forms the south-west and western
boundary, separates Mitcham from Beddington and Wallington
in the south and Carshalton in the west, as it runs a northwards
course towards the Thames.

The soil of Mitcham consists of up to four feet of top-soil,
with about ten feet of gravel sub-soil, except for one or two parts
where London clay comes to the surface. Below the gravel,
London elay extends downwards for 200 to 300 feet.

Mitcham, with over 300 factories, has a great wvamety of
industries, of which probably the chief ones are paint and
varnish, chemieal, engineering, margarine and dairy produets.
Unemployment which increased somewhat in the early months
of the year subsequently decreased till there was practically no
unemployment, the best month being July.
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Although Mitcham is chiefly a working class area, there are
no real slums and no back-to-back houses. Nearly two-thirds of
the houses have been built since 1921 and more than 50 per cent.
of all the roads are tree-lined. Mitcham is now a fairly densely
populated area, with the few available building sites being
rapidly filled up.

STATISTICS.
Rate per 1,000
LivE BIRTHS. Total Male Female of population
Legitimate i 896 458 488
Illegitimate o 28 16 12
Total i 924 474 450 18.91
After correction by the comparability factor becomes 18.21
Rate per 1.000
STILL BIRTHS. Total Male Female total births
Legitimate s 24 12 12
[llegitimate .. 2 1 1
Total 26 18 18 27.87
Rate per 1,000
DEATHS. Total Male Female of population
618 814 299 9.28

After correction by the comparability factor becomes 10.52

Deaths from pregnancy, childbirth and abortion :—

Rate per 1.000
total births
Number of cases 1 1.06
Deaths of infants under one year of age :—
All infants per 1,000 live births ... - 18.39
Legitimate infants per 1 000 live ]eg;t1mate
births .. 1874
Illegitimate mf:mt.s per 1 Uﬂﬂ lwe lllegltlmate
births R 1%
Deaths from :—
Cancer (all ages) ... o 048
Measles e
Whooping cough {a.ll mgaa} s

Enteritis and Diarrheea under two vears of age... 1
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PERCENTAGE OF BIrTH8 OCCURRING IN INSTITUTIONE

Year

1934
19385
1986
1987
1938
1989
1940
1941
1942
19438
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1958

Total
births

982
969
1088
976
1028
966
804
787
986
1048
996
993
1290
1405
12156
1129
933
926
929
950

Births in
hospitals,
etc.

428
474
497
501
569
518
4563
408
518
727
678
661
845
956
855
832
718
708
749

Percentage of
births ceccurring
in imstitutions

48.5
48.9
48.1
51.8
56.8
53.7
53.0
55.4
52.5
69.4
68.1
66.5
66.6
68.0
70.87
78.69
76.96
756.92
80.62
77.87
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The birth rates, death rates per 1,000 of population, and the
infantile mortality rates for the years 1934-53 are shown in the
following table: —

Births Deaths Infant Mortality

e per 1,000 population | per ILDUG population | per L.DOD _lita_hir.t-_hs_
MITCHAM i"ﬁ:ﬂ‘:! MITCHAM in&,':ﬂ ‘: MITCHAM E'ﬁlﬁf
|

1934 15.6 14.8 | 9.1 11.8 516 | 59
1935 15.6 14.7 T 11.8 49.5 :I &7
1936 15.4 14.8' g1 Feisa 48.0 | 89
1937 14.3 14.9 8.5 12.4 43.4 58
1938 15.1 15.1 8.2 11.6 38.0 53
1939 15.2 150 B.6 12.1 21.0 50
1940 15.4 14.6 11.8 14.3 46.0 85
1941 18.67 - 14.2 11.06 | 12,9 55 4 59
1942 17.54 15.8 9.81 11.6 43.Th 49
1943 18.75 16.5 10.77 12.1 363 | 9
1944 18.99 17.6 i l.l.HE 11.6 86,8 46
1945 18.0L .. 16.1 10..19 11.4 a1.83 46
1946 30.3 19.1 9.2 1.6 |- :19.8 42
1947 21.39 20.5 9.47 12.0 38.60 41
1948 17.99 17.9 8.79 10.8 23.49 34
1949 16.45 16.7 9.17 11.7 24.48 31

After 1949 the actual Birth and Death Rates for Mitcham are modified by a
comparability factor to correspond with the average age and sex distribution
of England and Wales.

1950 12.56 15.8 10.66 11.6 99.64 29.8
1951 12.54 16.5 11.82 12.5 925.47 29.6
1952 12.62 158 10.87 11.8 19.80 97.6
1958 18.21 155 | 10.52 11.4 18.39 26.8
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INFANT MORTALITY.

During the year 17 deaths were registered of infants under

one year of age: —

Males Femalos Total
Legitimate 7 B 15
Illegitimate — 2 2
Totals T 10 17

as compared with 18 deaths last year.

The following table shows the principal causes of death in
the various age groups: —

DeaTHS oF InFANTS UNDER ONE YEAR OF AGE.

Caunse of Death
Age No. Pre- !Cungenital Accidents Infections| Other
maturity II Defeets | of birth |conditions conditions

Under 24 hrs... T 1 2 2 2 =
1.7 days 2 — 2 —_ —_ —
§ days - 1 mth. 2 -_ 1 — 1 -_
Imth. - 12 mths. fi — 1 - 3 2

Total 17 1 B 2 6 2

Eleven infants failed to survive the first month of life,
and prematurity was certified as the cause of death of one of
these cases.

MATERNAL MORTALITY.

During the year one death was registered as compared with

one in 1952, |
INQUESTS.

Inquests were held on 13 residents dying within the district
and on 10 Mitcham residents who died outside the district, a
total of 23. In addition, post-mortems without inquests were
held on 90 residents dying within the distriet, and on 70 Mitcham
residents who died outside the district, a total of 160.
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DEATHS REGISTERED DURING THE YEAR 19568

Cavse oF DEATH Males Females | Total
1 Tuberculosis, respiratory ... 9 1 10
2 Tuberculosis, other ... o
3 S]."ph]![biﬂ' dimﬂﬂ »an e Bas 1 1
4 Diphtheiih | 1200 o mlea
5 Whooping cough
8 Meningoeoeeal infections 1 1
7 Acute poliomyelitis ... 1 1
B Measles ... 2 2
9 Other infective and pmhc diseases e 1 1
10 Malignant neoplasm, stomach 16 10 26
11 Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus 16 1 17
12 Malignant neoplasm, breast .. 17 17
i3 Malignant neoplasm, uterus ... : 3 8
14 Other malignant and lymphu.hc neo-
plasms iy 41 25 66
15 Leuksemia , u.lau]:w_mm yia 1 4 H]
16 Ihabetes - =
17 Vascular lesions of nervous s:,rstam 19 49 Gis
18 Coronary disease, angina ... 49 43 92
19 Hypertension with heart disease 6 7 13
0 Other heart disease ... 28 45 78
21 Other mr-:u]at.or:.r dJmn 10 14 o4
22  Influenza o 2 i B
23  Pneumonia e ik 16 9 25
24 Bronchitis 38 22 60
25 Other diseases of mmmt-ury s:,ratam (i (]
26 Uleer of stomach and duodenum 5 2 (]
27 Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea .. 1 1
28 Naphntu and nephrosis 6 [ 12
20 Hyperplasia of prostate &4 6 6
80 Pregnancy, c]:u]dblrt-h abortion ... 1 1
31 Congenital ma.].furmatmnﬂ- e ] a b
i Dther defined and ill-defined dlsm 20 21 41
33 Motor vehicle accidents 4 4
a4 All other accidents ... B [ 12
85 Suicide ... 4 1 5
36 Homicide and ﬂpﬂl‘ﬂt-mﬂﬂ of war ...
All canses ... 14 299 613
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Birth-rates, Death-rates, Analysis of Mortality, Maternal Mortality, and
Case-rates for certain Infectious Diseases in the year 1953,

(Brovisional figures based on quarterly returns.)

160
160 Bmaller
County | Tewns | [ondon
England Boronghs | (Resident : .
e Popula- | Admin- Miteham
AR Great tlons | istrative
Wales | Towns | 29,000 to IG
including | 50.000at | Gounty
London | 1951
eensus)
Rates per 1,000 home population
Birthg— . -
Live s sz 15.56 17.0 15.7 17.5 13.21
8till { 0.85 0.43 0.34 0.38 0.39
N 4 B 22.4* 948 |  91.4" 21.0" 27.87*
Deaths— '
All eauses... g 11.4 12.2 11.3 12.5 10.52
Typhoid and Paratyphoid 0.00 0.00 - - 0.00
Whooping cough v | 001 001 | 0.00 0.00 | 0.00
Diphtheria - 0.00 0.00 | 0.00 —_ 0.00
Tuberculosis .. . 0.20 0.24 | 019 0.24 | 0.15
Influenza ... 0.16 0.15 | 0.17 0.15 0.12
Smallpox... ... ...| 0.00 0.00 | 0.00 — —
Apute Poliomyelitis (in-
eluding policencephalitis) 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01
Prneumonia e 0.55 0.59 | 0.52 0.64 0.87
Notifieations (corrected)—
Typhoid fever ... 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00
Paratyphoid fever i 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.00
Meningococeal infection 0.03 004 | 0.03 0.03 0.00
Bearlet fever 45 1.39 1.50 | 1,44 1.09 1.29
Whooping cough... ” 3.58 3.72 | 3.38 3.30 5.06
Diphtberia .. .| 001 | o001 | o001 | o00| 0.00
Erysipelas i A 0.14 0.14 | 018 0.12 0.16
Smallpox ... : 0.00 0.00 0.00 = Fi
Measles ... ol e | 1236 11.27 | 12.52 8.09 18.87
Pneumonia 0.84 0.92 0.76 0.73 0.40
Acute Poliomyelitis (in-
cluding polioen uph:lit.isjl
Paralytic .. .. | 0.07 0.06 0.06 0.07 | 006
Non-paralytie ... 0.04 003 0.04 0.03 0.01
Food Poisoning ... 0.24 0.25 0.24 0.38 0.25
Puarperal Pyrexia «. | 18.923"° 24.33* 12.46" 88.61% 11.57*
Ratas per 1,000 live births
Deaths underone year of age | 26.81 30.8 24.3 24.8 18.39
Deaths from diarrhcea and
entaritis under two vears
of age 1.1 1.8 0.9 1.1 1.08
Maternal mortality...
Pregnancy, childbirth and
abortion wvs || BTBH Not [available 1.06*
Mortality per million women aged 15-44
Abortion— —
With sapsis & & L
Without “Pﬁia i 3 } Nlat ‘-“al]ihl;ﬂ

* Per 1,000 total (live and still) births.
1 Per 1,000 related live births.
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GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR
THE AREA

LABORATORY FACILITIES.

Most of the bacteriological examinations for this distriet were
carried out at the Emergency Public Health Laboratory at
Epsom, including bacteriological examinations of milk, water
and ice-cream.

The chemical analysis of milk, water and foodstuffs was
carried out by the Public Analyst, Daniel D. Mow, M.Se,
F.R.I.C., 16, Southwark Street, London, 8.E.1,

AMBULANCES

The Ambulance service is supervised by the Surrey County
Couneil, The ambulances are controlled from St. Helier Hospital
(Telephone : Fairlands 8893), some of them being stationed at
Mitcham Court,

D1sINFECTION

The disinfection of houses is undertaken by the Council.
Disinfection of bedding, ete., is done at the Wandle Valley
Isolation Hospital.

No charges are made for disinfections carried out in cases of
notifiable infectious disease.

Publie library books which have been in contact with cases
of infectious disease are disinfected at the Public Health
Department.

Number of disinfections ecarried out by Wandle

Valley Isolation Hospital 32
Number of rooms disinfected by Iumigatﬂr PR .
Number of library books disinfected ... i o

HOSPITALS

The hospitals directly concerned with the Mitcham area are
administered by the St. Helier Group Hospital Management
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Committee, which is situated at Carshalton, Surrey, and itself

comes under the South-West Metropolitan Regional Hospital
Board.

General Cases.—The principal hospitals are the Wilson
Hospital which is situated within the district, and the St. Helier
Hospital, Carshalton, which caters for all types of cases. The
Nelson Hospital at Merton and the large London hospitals are
also used.

Infectious Diseases—Cases usually go to the Wandle Valley
Isolation Hospital at Beddington Corner, Mitcham Junetion, or
to the Grove Hospital, Tooting.

Smallpoxr Cases—By agreement with the South-East
Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board, any cases are admitted
to the Joyce Green Hospital, Dartford, Kent, upon application.

Maternity Cases.—Expectant mothers, if home conditions
or medical history do not permit of home confinement, are
admitted to the St. Helier Hospital, Carshalton.

The Woodlands Maternity Home situated within the district
was closed as a Maternity Home on the 31st May, 1953, and is
due to reopen as an Old People’s Home on the 18th January,
1954. The number of beds available will be 21,

Tuberculosis Cases.—The Regional Hospital Board is
responsible for providing the specialist services for the tuber-
culous, also for institutional treatment. Dr. J. M. Hill is the chest
physician for Mitcham patients and holds a clinic at the St
Helier Hospital, Carshalton, every Monday at 9.30 a.m., Wednes-
day at 1.50 p.m., Thursday at 9.30 a.m., and Friday at 9.30 a.m.
A clinic is held for old cases only, on every fourth Wednesday
at 5 p.m. A Refill Clinic is also held every Monday and Tuesday
at 2 p.m., at Cumberland Hospital. The Cumberland Hospital,
which is situated in Mitcham, deals only with Tuberculosis and
has 100 beds available,

Venereal Diseases Clinics.—Confidential treatment can be
obtained at the St. Helier Hospital, Carshalton, and the Croydon
General Hospital. Treatment can also be obtained from the out-
patients’ departments of many of the London hospitals,
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CLINICS AND TREATMENT CENTRES
(Under control of the Surrey County Council)

WELFARE CLINICS
Infant Welfare Centres are held at the following places: —

Cavendish Road Welfare Centre.—Sessions are held every
Monday afternoon.

St. Barnabas Church Hall, Gorringe Park Avenue—
Sessions are held every Tuesday afternoon.

Sherwood House, Commonside FEast.—Sessions are held
every Thursday morning and Monday afternoon.

Church Road Centre.—Sessions are held every Thursday
afternoon and Wednesday afternoon.

Meopham Road Clinic.—Sessions are held each Wednesday
afternoon.

Toddlers’ Clinics for children between the ages of two to
five years are held on Monday mornings, other than the
first Monday in the month, by appointment.

ANTE-NaTAL CLINICS

An Ante-natal session i1s held at the Church Road Clinic
every Tuesday and Friday morning, and a clinic for cases booked
by midwives is held on Tuesday and Friday afternoons.

An ante-natal session is held at the Cavendish Road Clinie
every 2nd and 4th Monday morning during the month.

X-Ray examinations necessary for expectant mothers are
carried out at the Wilson Hospital.

Posr-NATAL CLINIC

A post-natal clinic is held at Church Road Clinic on the
first Monday in the month.

DexnTAL CLINICS

Dental services are provided for expectant and nursing
mothers, toddlers and school children at the Church Road,
Western Road and Sherwood House Clinics,



18

SeeecH CLiNIC

An all day session is held at Western Road Clinic on
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday when two speech therapists
are in attendance.

OpraHALMIC CLINIC

An eye specialist attends Western Road Clinic on Tuesday
and Thursday mornings and Wednesday afternoons.

MiNOR AILMENTS

A session is held at Western Road Clinic on Monday and
Friday mornings, with a doctor in attendance, and on Wednesday
mornings under the supervision of a nurse.

U.V. RabiaTion CLINICS
Sessiong are held as follows: —
Church Road Clinic: Monday afternoons, Thursday morn-
ings.
Sherwood House Clinic: Tuesday afternoons, Friday
afternoons.

DIPHTHERIA AND WHooOPING COUGH IMMUNISATION.
VACCINATION AGAINST SMALL Pox

(Under the direction of the Medical Officer of Health.)

Clinics are held as follows: —

Meopham Road Clinie ... Monday afternoons
Church Road Clinic ... Wednesday mornings
Cavendish Road Clinic ... Thursday afternoons

DAy NURSERY

The Surrey County Council provide one day nursery in
Mitcham, at Eagle House, London Road, Mitcham, with 85 places.

HeartE VISITING.

Health visitors are under the control of the Surrey County
Couneil.
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There were nine Health Visitors employed in visiting the
mothers and children in this distriet under the supervision of a
Divisional Superintendent Health Visitor. Every Health Visitor
carries out the combined duties of District Health Visitor and
School Health Visitor.

Home HELP SERVICE

The Home Help Service, which is under the contrel of the
Surrey County Council, has proved most successful.

Applications for assistance are made to the Divisional
Medical Officer at Mitcham Court.

NATIONAL SocCIETY FOR PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO
CHILDREN

The Society does very valuable work in the Borough and
there is very close co-operation between the officials of the Public
Health Department and the officers of the Society.

Number of Mitcham cases dealt with in 1953 ... 17
Number of children affected 38
Number of visits paid 85

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE Acr, 1948: SecTioN 47.

Removal to Suitable Premises of Persons in Need of Care and
Attention.

There were no cases during the year that required action
under the above-named Act or under the National Assistance
(Amendment) Act, 1951, All authorities concerned co-operate to
avoid court action if possible. One or two cases which might
have required such action were persuaded to enter voluntarily
Welfare or Hospital establishments,



20

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA
WATER SUPPLY

Except for eight houses in Goat Road, supplied by the Sutton
Water Company, the whole of Mitcham is supplied by the Metro-
politan Water Board. A few factories have an additional supply
from deep wells,

There are six licensed caravan yards, each with a stand pipe,
supplying altogether a total of 18 caravans.

The water has been of a consistently high standard of purity
and there is no record of any case of infectious disease being
transmitted by water.

A large number of houses in the Borough have no supply
of drinking water direct from the main, but are supplied from a
tank in the roof. Provided the tank is properly covered and is
cleansed regularly, it provides a satisfactory supply.

RIVERS AND STREAMS

Visits have been paid to all works suspected of discharging
effluent into surface water sewers.

CLOSET ACCOMMODATION

The whole of the district is on the water carriage system, the
houses being drained to the public sewer, then treated at the
works of the Wandle Valley Joint Sewerage Board.

PUBLIC CLEANSING

A weekly collection of house refuse is carried out by direct
labour. Eight refuse collection vehicles are in use.

A weekly collection of paper salvage was also made, two
vehicles being used for this purpose, but this collection ceased on
31st March, 1953.

Pig food is collected three times weekly, except for the
months of June, July and August, when a daily collection 1s
made.
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ERADICATION OF BED BUGS

Number of Council houses found infested during the year,
18,

Number of other houses found infested during the year, 28,

Number of requisitioned, ete., houses found infested during

the year, 10,
Total number of houses disinfested during the year, 56.

Methods employed : —
56 houses treated with insecticide spray (inclusive of
those treated on more than one occasion).
Number of houses disinfested of beetles, 267.
Number of houses disinfested of other insects, 184.

SCHOOLS

The supervision of the public elementary schools is under
the control of the Education Department of the Surrey County
Couneil.

The sanitary fittings, ete., however, are inspected periodically
by the sanitary inspector. All schools have a constant supply ol
water from the mains of the Metropolitan Water Board.

Medical Inspection—The medical inspection of school
children is carried out by the School Health Service of the Surrey
County Couneil.

Closure of Schools.—No school has been closed by the local
authority during the year by reason of infectious disease.

Infectious Diseases.—Scholars in contact with a case of
infectious disease are excluded from school, the period of the
exelusion being that set out in a memorandum of the County
School Medical Officer to the Surrey Eduecation Committee. The
head teacher of the school concerned is always notified of this
exclusion and the reason.

PREVENTION OF DESTRUCTION BY PESTS ACT, 1949.
Two full-time and one part-time Rodent Operators were
employed.
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Properties inspected we AR

Complaints received 454

Number of treatments re rat infestation
including test baits as result of inspection

and complaints ... sy 0ol
Factory and business premises treated 111
Visits by Sanitary Inspectors ... 136

Two sewer maintenance treatments were carried out: 245
manholes were baited. 23 intercepting chambers were also
baited during the two maintenance treatments. A ten per cent.
test of all the sewer manholes in the district was also earried out,

-
THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CHIEF SANITARY
INSPECTOR

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors.
Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I beg to submit a summary of the visits and works carried out
in the Borough by myself and the District Sanitary Inspectors;: —

Complaints received 797
Nusances found ... 655
Verbal Notices given 120
Verbal Notices complied with ... T4
Informal Notices served ... 519
Informal Notices complied with ... 307
Statutory Notices served 5 195
Statutory Notices complied mth 178
Revisits { 2 654
Houses inspected for dafect.s 796
Visits made for this purpose ... 86T
Draing tested and inspected ... 341
Private houses found verminous 80
Visits re Building Licence applications ... —
Visits to butchers 210
Visits to slaughterhouses 68
Visits to dairies ... L 6

Visits to retail milk Bhﬂps 20
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Visits to restaurant kitcheng

Visits to ice-cream premises

Visits to bakehouses

Visits to other food premises :

Number of notices served under anr.l and Drugs Act

1938

Number of notices complied with

Visits to factories ...

Visits to workplaces

Visits to outworkers

Visits to stables

Visits to piggeries

Visits to marine storeg

Visits to caravan yards

Smoke observations

Visits re infectious disease cases

Visits re smallpox contacts

Visits re food poisoning

Visits re rats and mice

Visits re Shops Acts

Visits re schools

Sundry wvisits

Character of Work Done

Roofs repaired ... :

Rainwater piping or gutters repa.lred or rﬁnewed

Yards paved or repaired ..

Dampness remedied

Water service pipes repaired ..,

Waterclosets: Repairs to structure
Flushing apparatus repaired or mnewad
New pans and traps fitted

Water storage cisterns cleansed, repaired or renewed

Water supply reinstated .. i

Flooring of rooms repmred and sub- ﬂom- vaninia.tmn

improved
Rooms cleansed and redemratad
Sinks and handbasins repaired or renewed

289
174

67
662

81

283
51
140
70
114

128
89
198

23
136
184

27
208

168
144

168
16
11
47
26
14

65
16
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Waste pipes and traps repaired or renewed ... 98
Window frames and sashes repaired or renewed 58
Window sills repaired or renewed 5 18
External brickwork (repaired, pointed or render&d} 39
Drains repaired or obstructions removed ... 108
Drain inspection covers renewed 8
Drains tested =3 90

Grid and mica flaps pmvzded 9
Firegrates repaired (including surrounds and heartha] 20
Stoves, coppers, ranges, ete., repaired .. 8
Chimney stacks repaired ... 16
Staircases repaired ad a9
Doors repaired ... 16
Internal plaster repairs ... 198
Sash cords renewed 95
Dustbins provided 43
Accumulations removed ... 11

All ponds and ditches in the Borough where mosquito breed-
ing was possible were sprayed with insecticide twice during the
year,

LecarL PROCEEDINGS

Section 94, Public Health Act, 1936.—One application was
made to the Justices for a summons against a property owner
who failed to carry out works of repair. The Court made an
Order for the works to be carried out within 28 days and awarded
the Council £2 2s, costs.

Section 68, Mitcham Urban Distriet Council Act, 1923.—One
application was made to the Justices requiring the provision of
a dustbin and, although the dustbin was provided before the
hearing, the Court imposed a fine of £1 with £1 ls. costs.

Petroleum (Regulation) Acts, 1928 and 1236, and Petroleum
(Miztures) Order, 1929.—102 licences to store petroleum spirit
and /or petroleum mixtures were issued for a total of 211,935
gallons (inclusive of cellulose solutions).

Petroleum (Regulation) Acts, 1928 and 1936, and Petroleum
(Carbide of Caleium) Order, 1929.—3 licences were issued for the
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storage of 2,344 lbs. (plus 448 |bs, temporary re-supply) of
carbide of caleium,

Uxsousp Foop Dearr WiTwH,

Beef .. 2,692 lbs. Ground Rice ... 94 lbs.
Pork 16 ,, Semolina ... b
Corned Beef 42 ,, Lentils ... e
Rabbit ... 90 ,, Marzipan Cake ... e
Liver v 50 ,, Potatoes ... sas g
Chicken ... A 35 ,, Mincemeat 78 a2
Tongue ... 8 ., Butbewmraae 0 .
Jellied Veal 12 ,, DBiscuits ... 14
Stewed Steak ... 20, . Cheesa. ... 36
Minced Beef Loaf 4 , Sugar B L
Pressed Pork ... 4 ,, Milk Powder ..n 2,068 ,
Luncheon Meat ... a2 . Cereals ... 81 pkts.
Sausages ... 47 ,, Xmas Puddings ... 2 No.
Ham - 1R, " Egpe et - | .
Bacon 27 ,. Condensed Milk ... 25 tins
Brisket ... 2 , Tinned Foods ... 827
Fish .. 672, Assorted 15 bottles and jars
Currants ... 46

Yours faithfully,
K. J. GUTTERIDGE,
Chief Sanitary Inmspector.

Housing SraTistics
ToraL NUMBER oF INHABITED Houses—19,421,

Permanent buildings built by the Council before the war—
1,461,

Permanent buildings built by the Council after the war—
1,564,

Other Housing Accommodation Available :—

A. Requisitioned and sundry properties 354
B. Temporary buildings, Arcon bungalows ... 345
C. Hutments, 320 originally, now reduced to ... 129
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D. Gunsite hutments, 61 originally, now reduced
to 18
E. Therefore total number of properties used for
housing by the Mitcham Borough Counecil is 3,871

NuMBER oF PEoPLE REHOUSED.

About 8,700 applicants have registered since 1945, and the
current list is still about 2,500, so that some 6,200 applicants have
been dealt with. The actual number of people including
children who have been rehoused is about 6,900,

TyYPES OF ACCOMMODATION.

The Nissen huts and gunsite hutments were built to last only
a few years, and do not always give protection against the
weather, although much has been spent on improvements. The
numbers are gradually being reduced and the Mitcham Borough
Council is acquiring the sites for permanent housing purposes.

The temporary Arcon bungalows, however, give very good
housing accommodation,

The chief new development is that of building large blocks of
flats to get the greatest number of families rehoused with a
limited building space available.

A housing estate is also being constructed outside the
borough at Banstead in conjunction with the neighbouring
authorities of Merton and Morden Urban District Council and the
Borough of Sutton and Cheam.

The Mitcham Borough Council is increasing the number of
aged persons’ dwellings being built.

The post-war housing is also making provision for the com-
munal needs of the occupants of the new estates by proposed
community centres, erection of garages, etc.

1. INspECTION OF DwELLING HOUSES DURING THE YEAR —

(1) (a) Total number of dwelling houses in-
spected for housing defeets (under

Public Health or Housing Aects) ... 796

(b) Number of inspections made B6T
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2. REMEDY OF DEFECTS DURING THE YEAR:—

Number of dwelling houses rendered fit in
consequence of informal action by the local
authority or their officers : - 255

Number of dwelling houses rendered ﬁt- In con-
sequence of formal action by the loeal authonty

or their officers ... 162

3. ACTION UNDER STaTuTOoRY POWERS DURING THE YEAR: —

Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of the Housing Act,
1936: —
(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring repairs ... —

(2) Number of dwelling houses which were ren-
dered fit after service of informal notices: —

(a) By owners ... —

(h) By local authority in default of owners ... —

Proceedings under Section 11 of the Housing Act, 1936:—

(1) Number of houses in which demolition orders
were made —_

(2) Number of houses closed in pursuance of an
undertaking given by the owners and still in
foree 2

Proceedings under Section 12 of the Housing Aet, 1936: —

(1) Number of houses in which closing orders
were made for underground rooms ... —

(2) Parts of buildings closed 1

4. RENT AND MoRTGAGE INTEREST (RESTRICTIONS) AcCT,
1920-1938.
Number of certificates 1ssued to occupiers that
houses were not in a reasonable state of repair -



28

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD

CLean Foop CaMPAIGN.

Examinations are made of all food premises, the desirable
features carefully assessed and marks awarded on g special form,
The premises were on the whole satisfactory with some minor
adjustments necessary.

Food premises by type of business.

General Stores ... ... 14 Restaurants ... TR
Groceries ... ... 80 Ice-Cream Manufacturers ... 4
Butchers ... . a0 Cafés ... -
Continental Butchers Café & General Stores s
(Horseflesh) 3 Roadside Snack Bars g ol
Greengrocer & Fruiterers 59 Fishmongers ... PO, |
Greengrocer & General Fried Fish Buffets ... Ly
Provisions 2 Fried Fish ... T |
Confectionery ... T4 Bakers and Confectioners ... 18
Confectioner & Green- Milk & Provisions .. car. B0
grocers 2 Public Houses auy B

Chemists ... o

Food premises by type, registered under Section 14, Food and
Drugs Act, 1938,

The storage and sale of Ice Cream ... we 130

The manufacture for sale of Ice Cream 4

The preparation or manufacture of sausages, or potted,
pressed, pickled or preserved food RERRRT

Dairies registered under the Milk and Dairies Regulations,
1949 1

Number of inspections of registered food premises during
the vear e T8

All condemned food is incinerated at the Couneil's Refuso
Destructor, Homewood Road.
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FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1938
Formal Samples,
Eighty-three formal samples were taken as follows. —

Milk ... 47 lee-Cream

Batter Mixture 1 Orange Squash

Beef Sausages 3 Vitamin Pellets

Chippolata, Pork ... 1 Vitamin Capsules

Beef Sausage Meat 1 Plum Jam

Youngberry Jam ... ... 1 Raspberry Jam

Ground Almonds ... 1 Vitamin B.1. Powder

Pork Brawn 1 Cough Syrup
Ruby Wine .. 1 Strawberry Jelly Creams ...
Synthetic Cream incle‘r 1 Malt Vinegar

P SRR S S S N e o |

Sweetened Cake Flour with Honey, Glycerine & B]ack

Egg 1 currant. Children’s Cough
Pork Sausages 3 Mixture
Processed Cheese ... 1 Pork Sausage Meat ...
Pork Pie 1 Popcorn

Informal Samples.

Sixty-five informal samples were taken as follows: —

Iced Fancies : 1 Meat Pudding
Processed Cheese ... ... 2 Beef Steak Pie
Chocolate Sponge M;xture 1 Filoor ...
Dressed Crab 1 Medicinal Gluc-::rﬂe
Welsh Rarebit ... 1 BSingle Cream
Cheese and Celery Epraad 1 Double Cream
Cheese Spread ... 1 Glucose Drink
Full Cream Sweetened Con- Swiss Roll

densed Milk 2 Bicarbonate of Soda
Harlequine Roll 1 Medicinal Liquid Paraffin ..
Cochineal Colouring 1 Sulphur and Yeast Tablets
Tomato Puree 1 Steak Pudding
Marshmallow Creme 1 Sterilised Cream
Salmon and Shrimp Paste 2 Junior Aspirin
Horseradish Relish 1 Savoury Spread with
Cooked Meat 1 Gorgonzola

—

P et e = T -1 S - ST
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Tea Cake Mixture 2 Rose Hip and Orange R |
Tomato Soup 1 Madelaine Sweetened

Chicken Noodle Soup 1 Mixture 1
Beef Suet ... 3 Pineapple in Syrup ... I
Coffee and Chicory .1 Orange Squash 1
Sweetened Sponge Mixture 1 Battenburg Cake ]
Bridal Ieing Sugar 1 Cod Liver Oil Emulsion 1
Ground Almonds ... 1 Harlequin Xmas Pudding ... 1
Cod Liver Qil 1 Soup 1
Bloater Paste 1 Throat Sweets 1
Sardines 1 Honeycomb Mould ... 1

All samples were satisfactory with the exception of one
formal (batter mixture 1), and four informal samples (Chocolate
Sponge Mixture 1, Full Cream Sweetened Condensed Milk 1,
Medicinal Glucose 1, Orange Squash 1).

A warning letter was sent in four of these cases, the excep-
tion being full cream sweetened condensed milk. As a result of
the analyst’s examaination of the sample of condensed milk a
consignment of this milk was surrendered for destruction.

On complaints being received the following cases were
reported to the Public Health Committee: —
Three dirty milk bottles.
One of mouldy bread.
One of foreign body in a tin of Irish Stewed Steak.

Legal action was taken against the company in the case of
two dirty milk bottles and fines of £25 in each case were imposed
on the company, together with a total of £16 16s. costs.

In the remaining cases all the firms concerned received
warning letters,
Ice-CrEAM.
Four premises in the Borough are registered for the manu-
facture of ice-cream, and 130 for the storage of ice-cream. One
hundred and seventy four visits were paid during the year.

Forty samples of ice-cream were taken and examined for
bacteriological purity. Seven samples were also tested for fat
content. The results are tabulated below : —
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Provisional Grade.

I I 111 v
Coliforms absent ... 20 — -— —
Coliforms present in 1/10th ml ... 15 1 4 —_
Fwecal eoli present (in addition
to above) ... —_ - -

Far CoNTENT

44 4-5 5-6 6-7 7-8
per cent. per cent. per cent. per cent. per cent,
— = - - p)
8.9 9-10 10-11 11-12 12-13
per cent.  per cenl.  per cent. per cent. per cent.
1 2 i 1 -

BacTERIOLOGICAL ExaMmwaTion ofF Cuprs AND (GLASSES,

Eighty-two swabs were taken from tea cups at wvarious
catering establishments and twenty-eight swabs were taken
from beer glasses at various public houses during the year, and
were submitted to the Public Health Laboratory for bacteriologi-
cal examination. The results are tabulated below: —

TEA CUP SWABS.

Colony Count Coliforms. Fmeeal Coli. Eaﬁ?ﬂuéil_aatis-

{per cup) Present. Absent. Present. Absent. factory. factory.
Under 100 ... 3 49 — 3 59 —
100-200 a 4 - 8 — T
200-500 4 9 1 8 — 13
300-1,000 1 1 — 1 — 2
1,000-1,500 2 2 — 2 — 4
1,500-2,000 ... — 2 — — — 2
2,000 and over 1 1 - 1 — L
Total ... 14 (s 1 13 52 30
BEER GLASS SWABS.

(Per Glass)
Under 100 —_ 15 — — 15 —
100-200 1 — — 1 — 1
200-500 1 1 - — 2
500-1,000 ia 1 - — — 1



Result—
Colony Count Coliforms. Facal Coli. Batis- Unsatiz-
(per cup) Present. Absent. Present. Absent. factory. factory.
1,000-1,500 ... 1 —_ - 1 T 1
1,500-2,000 ... 11 — —_ 1 — 1
2,000 and over 6 1 — 6 — y
Total ... R L 18 1 9 16 18

The result of the swabs was sent to the establishments
concerned.

MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATION) (PASTEURISED AND
STERILISED MILK) REGULATIONS, 1949 AND 1950,

During the year the Council granted the following number of
licences under the above-named Regulations: —

Dealer’s (Pasteuriser's) Licences ... 1

Dealer's Licences—

Pasteurised 20

Sterilised 40
Supplementary Licences—

Pasteurised 17

Sterilised 17

MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATION) (RAW MILK) REGULA-
TIONS, 1949 AND 1950.

During the year the Council granted the following number
of licences under the above-named Regulations:—

Dealer’s Licences (Tuberculin Tested) ... 14
Supplementary Licences (Tuberculin Tested) ... 17

One hundred and sixty three samples of Graded Milk were
submitted for bacteriological examination, and all were found to
be satisfactory.

BAKEHOUSES

The number of bakehouses in the distriet is 10.
Sixty-seven visits have been paid.
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DAIRIES

There is one registered dairy and pasteurising establishment
within the distriet.

During the year six visits of inspection were paid.

SLAUGHTERHOUSES
There are two registered slaughterhouses in the Borough;
(8 visits have been paid.
SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS AcT, 1933

Seven licences were issued to slaughtermen in accordance
with the requirements of the above Act,

MEAT INSPECTION

CarcAsES INSPECTED AND CONDEMNED

Cattle, Sheep |
excluding | Cows and Pigs
COWS Lambs
Number killed 1 Calf . 170

Number inspected ... 1 Calt e | 170

All diseases except
tuberculosis :
Whole carcases condemned
Carcases of which some part ,
or organ was condemned oo R
Percentage of the number | !
inspected affected with ’
disease other than tuber-
enlosia = 3.58

Tubereulosis only :
Whole carcases condemned
Carcases of which some part

or organ was condemned o i3 i
Percentage of the number '
inspected affected with '
tubercnlosis i | 1.76

FOOD PREPARING FACTORIES

There are 17 factories which are engaged in the manufacture
and preparation of food products. All of these have been
systematically visited.
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PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER,
INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES

INFECTIOUS DISEASE NOTIFICATIONS
The total number of confirmed notifications received during
1953 was 1,396,
Conracrs, Suspecrs, Erc.

The Medical Officer of Health is called in consultation by
medical practitioners to see patients in their homes, as required.

Visits
Sanitary Inspectors in common infectious diseases 198
Js - to small pox contacts ... ]

Total ... jee 08
Rooms disinfected after infectious disease P .
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' 8maLL Pox

No case of small pox was notified during the year 1953. The
last case was in 1932,

ScarRLET FEVER

The number of cases of scarlet fever notified during the year
was B6 as compared with 225 in 1952, equivalent to a case rate
of 1.20 per 1.000 population. This disease has continned mld
in character: no death due to this cause was recorded. Of the
total number of cases notified 34 were treated in hospital and
52 were treated at home.

DirETHERIA

No case of diphtheria was notified for the fourth year in
succession and only two in the past six years, whereas before that
cases averaged sixty per year.

Immunisation and reinforcing doses were available to every
school child whose parents gave consent.

DIPETHERIA IMMUNISATION

There are three clinics within relatively easy reach of every-
one, as well as immunisation sessions held in the schools.

Efforts have continued during the year to obtain the immuni-
sation of every child before the first birthday. The health visitors
urge mothers at the welfare centres, and at home visits, to have
their children immunised, making special visits in difficult. cases.

Because of the prevalence of poliomyelitis in the region all
school and clinic immunisations were stopped during August,
September and Oectober, 1953. The clinic immunisations started
slowly but were back to normal by the end of December. School
immunisation eould not be restarted until January 1954, because
of the holidays, which also meant that certain schools missed the
annual visit for immunisations so that boosting doses in some
cases are overdue,
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The following figures show the number of children immunised
and reinforced during the year (this includes those children who
received the combined diphtheria and whooping cough
prophylaxis) : —

Immunised. Reinforced. Total.

Under five years ... 441 38 479
Five to 14 years ... 115 1,003 1,118
Totals 556 1,041 1,597

The following figures show the number of the child population
considered immunised at 31st December, 1953 : —

Age at 811253, i.c. |Underl 1to4 | 5to9 | 10told | Underls

born in year 1953  1052-1949 | 1048-1944 | 1043-1939 | Total

e o

e

Last complete course
of injections (whether
primary or booster)

A. 1949-1953 ... i 14 2212 3849 2707 B7A2

B. 1948 or earlier ... = — 405 444 R49

C. Estimated mid-
vear child population | 928 | 4208 9482 14613

Immunity Index
100A/C 1.59 52.57 78.88 G0.10

Wnoormng CougH IMMUNISATION

This is carried out at the same clinies as diphtheria immunisa-
tion, but special visits to schools are not made as this inoculation
is intended primarily for children under five years old.

The following figures show the number of children immunised
and reinforced during the year (this includes those children
who received the combined diphtheria and whooping cough

prophylaxis) : —
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Foop PoisoNiNng OUTBREAKS

There were seventeen cases of food poisoning in 1953 com-
prising two family outbreaks which affected three members of
one family and five in the other, together with nine single cases.

The outbreak aflecting three members in the same family
was caused by the classical type of food poisoning, Salmonella
Typhimurium, the first case arising in the son while returning
from a holiday in France and subsequently being transmitted to
his parents. The disease affected father and son very severely.

The other family outbreak was milder and was possibly due
to Staphylococeus Aureus which was found in two cases.

In the single cases the cause could not be discovered, as there
is usually insufficient evidence.

ENCEPHALITIS LETHARGICA

No case was notified during the year.

ERYSIPELAS
Eleven cases were notified. Three cases were removed to
hospital.
PUERPERAL PYREXIA
Eleven cases were notified during the year.

PNEUMONIA

Twenty-seven cases of primary pneumonia were notified
during the year. The number of deaths from all forms of
pneumonia, some of which are not notifiable, was 25, of which
16 were males and 9 females.

MENINGOCOCCAL INFECTIONS.
No ease oceurred during 1953,

INFLUENZA

During the vear eight deaths, of which two were males and
six females, were recorded. The previous year one death was
registered.
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PREVENTION OF BLINDNESS
This comes under the control of the Surrey County Couneil.

OPHETHALMIA NEONATORUM

During the year no case of ophthalmia neonatorum was
notified.
POLIOMYELITIS

There were five cases affecting one adult, one youth, and
three young children. The adult case was non-paralytic, while
the others had some degree of paralysis, two very slight, one
moderate, and one very severe, which probably affected the
respiratory muscles, causing death.

ScHOOL NOTIFICATIONS

The school intimation notices of infectious disease are always
compared with the notifications received from the medical
practitioners. If any case on the school return is found to be
unnotified, investigations are made in order to find out if the
patient is receiving medical attention.

The school notices also give information of the prevalence
of non-notifiable infectious disease, such as chicken pox, mumps,
ete. The numbers were as follows: —

Chicken pox 185
Mumps ... 11
Ringworm ot 1
Rubella ... 15
Scabies ... 2
Shingles ... 1
Impetigo 2
Jaundice 1
Influenza 285
Skin Disease 1
CANCER

The number of deaths from cancer registered during the
year was 129, of which 73 were males and 56 were females.
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The incidence of deaths from cancer has been steadily
growing and the rate of 1.94 per 1,000 population is the highest
recorded.

The rate for Mitcham is usually below that for England and
Wales, the figure for the past year not being available yet.

The site distribution for 1953 was as follows: —

Digestive organs ... 26 cases
Respiratory organs 5
Breast | &7
Genito-urinary organs =, S
Other sites ... 66 a ,,
Total EE -

The following table shows the number of deaths from eancer,
together with the death rate as compared with England and
Wales: —

Death Rate per 1,000 of population
ol

Number of - ~
Year Deaths Mitcham England and Wales
1934 - 70 1.1 1.56
1885 61 ke 1.0 1.58
19386 80 1.2 1.61
1987 76 1.1 bei 1.68
1938 L " 108 1.5 1.66
1989 % 73 1.12 1.64
1940 94 1.55 1.66
1941 84 1.6 1.67
1942 - 104 1.90 1.698
19438 S 94 1.9 se 1.4
1944 83 1.6 1.7
1945 we 108 1.91 1.74
1946 s, 108 1.74 1.76
1947 ese 108 1.60 sas 1.86
1948 A g 1.67 1.85
1949 PO 1.85 1.87

1950 —_— L 1.51 1.89
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The sources from which information as to the above-
mentioned cases was obtained are as follows:—

No. of Cases

|/ i Nl;!ll‘
 Pulmonary | puimonary

e B

| (a) From Local Registrar 1
|

I — = — e ——

(t) Transferable deaths
from Registrar General 2 .

Death Returns .. «l

Posthumons notifications from doctors ... I

The percentage of non-notified tubereulosis deaths (i.e., new
cases coming to the knowledge of the Medical Officer of Health
after death of the case) is 30.00,

Non-notified tuberculosis deaths ... 3
Total tuberculosis deaths 10

MiINTATURE MAss RADIOGRAFPHY

A mniass radiography unit comes to Mitcham every year and
is granted free use of the Vestry Hall (Town Hall). In 1953 the
unit carried out its work from 22nd June to 20th July, and the
following summary wag supplied by the Medical Director of the
Unit, Dr. F. J. H. Walters: —

Male. Female.
Total number examined ... 3.040 3,666
Pulmonary tubereulosis active ... 9 3
Pulmonary tuberculosis inactive... 130 97
Non-tuberculosis abnormalities ... 07 69
Cases outstanding ... 24 18

The above ligures do not apply to Mitcham residents only,
as anyone may make use of the service whether resident or non-
resident.

The examination is of value in the early diagnosis and treat-
ment of pulmonary tuberculosis and other non-tuberculous
abnormalities.
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Mitcram, BeEppINgTON AND WaLrLingToN TUBERCULOSIS CARE
COMMITTEE

Functions of the Committee

1. To alleviate want or distress amongst those suffering from
tuberculosis, providing where necessary, extra nourishment,
clothing, bedding, coal, surgical appliances, travelling expenses
and help in the home.

2. To care for the families of patients who are in sanatoria so
that their changed economic circumstances shall not result in
impaired health, and that the sufferer shall not be harassed by
undue anxiety.

Christmas gifts are given to hardship cases.

Assistance is given towards extra nourishment, beds and
bedding, occupational therapy material, eduecation, clothing,
provision of wireless, holidays, fares for relatives to visit, pocket
money for patients, removal expenses, etc., etc. The Committee
also carry for distribution a stock of milk foods, blankets and
sheets. The help given improves the morale of the patient or the
well being of his or her family.

The Cornmittee has the task of raising the larger portion of
the funds necessary, the bulk coming from the sale of Christmas
seals and donations from voluntary associations.
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