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Urban District Council of Mitcham

HEALTH REPORT FOR 1932

To the Chairman and Councillors.

Miss Wilson and Gentlemen,

I have much pleasure in submitting to you my Annual Repord
for 1932, This is the first report presented by me as your first full-
time Medical Officer of Health.

On the whole the year has been a very satisfactory one from the
health point of view.

The population has increased by 2,870 persons.

The death rate for the year is 8.0 per 1,000, as compared
with 9.8 per 1,000 in 1931.

There has been a decrease in the birth rate, being 17.3 per
1,000 for 1932, as compared with 19.2 per 1,000 in 1931.

There were 288 notifications of infectious disease, as compared
with 242 received in 1931. The increase has been mainly in the
number of scarlet fever cases.

It is gratifying to observe that the maternal mortality rate is
lower, being 4.6 per 1,000 total births, as compared with 6.12 per
1,000 total births in 1931.

There has been an increase in the number of deaths of children
under two years of age from epidemic enteritis. This was partly due
to the very hot spell of weather experienced in August,



I should like to take the opportunity that the presentation of
this report affords me of expressing my appreciation of the support I
have received from all members of the Council and its officers with
whom my work has brought me into contact. I would especially
desire to express my appreciation of the very excellent staff which
Dr. Fegen, your late Medical Officer of Health, left for me, and
particularly so in the case of Mr. Rabbetts, the senior Sanitary
Inspector, and Mrs. Wray, the Superintendent Health Visitor, hoth
of whom have given me every assistance in obtaining an insight into
all the health problems of this district.

I am, Miss Wilson and Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,

A. T. TILL,
Medical Officer of Health.
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Registrar General's estimated population, 58,060.
Amended Birth Rate, 18.0 per 1,000.
Amended Death Rate, 8.4 per 1,000,

REPORT.

STATISTICS AND

AREA.

Area (in acres)
Population, Census 1921 .
ut 1931 .

m eshmahe of populatmn n:ud year

1932 : :
Number of inh: Lbltﬂd housas. 1921
2 - n 1931
N ) = 1932

Rateable value
Sum represented by a penny rate

Total.
LivE BIRTHS.
Legitimate 1,009
Illegitimate e 40
Total 1,049
Total.
STILL. BIRTHS.
Legitimate 39
Illegitimate —
Total 35
Total.
DEATHS.
488

Male.

210
20

530

Male.

Male.

240

Female.

499
20

519

Female.

Female.

248

SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE

.. 2,935 acres

35,119
56,856

60,380
7,150
13,187
13,994
£339,485
£1,325

Rate per 1,000
of population.

P ]

17.3

Rate per 1,000
total births.

32.3

.

32.3

Rate per 1,000
of population.

8.0

Deaths from disease and accidents of pregnaney and childbirth :—

From puerperal sepsis
From other causes

Total

2
3
D

Rate per 1,000
total births.

1.8
2.7

4.6
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Death rate of infants under one year of age :—
All infants per 1,000 live births ... wae A5D
Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimabe live births... 44.5

Ik]ﬂgitim&te 1] T iuﬁgitimﬂ.tﬂ 9 i 25.{]
Deaths from :—

Measles (all ages) 1

Whooping cough (all ages) ... 5 1

Diarrheea (under two years of n.ge) 10

VITAL STATISTICS.

During the year 1,049 births were registered as belonging to
this distriet, of which 530 were males and 519 were females, as
compared with 1,108 births last year.

The birth rate for the year was equal to 17.3 per 1,000 of
population as against 19.2 per 1,000 last year.

The birth rate for England and Wales was 15.3 per 1,000 as
against 15.8 per 1,000 last year.

ILLEGITIMATE BIRTHS.
The number of births registered as being illegitimate was 40,
as compared with 36 last year.

The illegitimate rate was equal to 3.8 per cent. of the total
births as against 3.2 per cent. in 1931.

STILL BIRTHS.
The number of still births registered was 35, of which 18 were

males and 17 females.
DEATHS.

During the year 488 deaths were registered, of which 240 were
males and 248 were females, as compared with 565 deaths last year,

The death rate for the vear was equal to 8.0 per 1,000 of the
population, as compared with 9.8 per 1,000 in 1931.

The death rate for England and Wales was 12 per 1,000 for the
vear 1932 and 12.3 per 1,000 for 1931.

SENILE DEATHS.
The number of deaths of persons of 65 vears of age and over
was 197, of which 78 were males and 119 females. This constitutes
40.3 per cent. of the total deaths.
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The birth rates, death rates per 1,000 of population, and the
infantile mortality rates for the years 1915-1932 are shown in the

following table :—

Births. Deaths. Infant Mortality.

Tear. r.E'rl'.'lg,'h\.lTlﬂ England England
MITCHAM. | and | MITCHAM. | and | MITCHAM. and

Wales Wales. Wales.
1915 28.9 21.8 12.7 15.7 T8 110
1916 23.0 21.6 10.1 14.8 71 o) |
1917 18.0 17.8 11.8 14.2 Ta 96
1918 17.9 17.7 14.8 17.8 ™ 97
1919 17.0 18.5 10.2 14.0 58 89
1920 a7.8 25.4 0.2 12.4 a0 80
1921 28.1 22.4 11.1 121 T0 83
1923 20.9 20.6 11.0 12.8 61 T
1923 21.5 19.7 9.4 11.6 59 €9
1924 20.3 18.8 9.2 13.2 55 75
1925 18.2 18.3 9.6 12.9 it 7o
1926 21.5 17.8 9.9 11.8 63 T
1927 20.9 16.7 9.8 12.2 45 69
1928 20.4 16.7 8.8 11.7 48 63
1929 19.1 16.3 11.2 13.4 ‘7'3 T4
1930 19.3 163 8.9 11.4 ld-ﬂ , 60
1931 19.2 15.8 9.8 128 | ‘42 66
1932 17.3 15 3 B.0 12.0 4 G5

43
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DEATHS REGISTERED DURING THE YEAR 1932,

CAUBE OF DEATH, Males. | Females. | Total.
Typhoid and pa.ra.typhmﬂ
Measles i i 1 i 1
Bearlet Fever i e it
Whooping Cough ... s ars 1 1
Diphtheria ... i i s 1 ot i
Influenza ... ft e e 2 b T
Eneephalitis lethargica ... 1 1
Cerebro-spinal Fever 2 1 3
Tuberculosis of the Respiratory Eyst.am 15 15 30
Other Tubereunlous Diseases 5 ] 10
Byphilis i
General Paralysis of the :na:me tabes
dorsalis ... 5 i i
Cancer, malignant disease 34 34 63
Diabetes 4 5 8
Cerebral Hmmnrrhn.ge 2 A 17 23
Heart Disease 5T 52 89
Aneurism ... o Sk 1 1 2
Other Circulatory E‘IEJ!H-EEE B 10 16
Bronchitis ... i i 13 13 26
Pneumonia (all furms] - 21 15 36
Other Respiratory Diseases = 4 1 5
Peptic Ulcer... o iy 4 4
Diarrheea, &e. {un&u two }enrs} 8 T 10
Appendicitis... S % 5 1 4
Cirrhosis of the Liver e 1 1 2
Other Diseases of the Liver, ete.. 2 2
Other Digestive Diseases ... e ris 4 5 |
Acute and Chronic Nephritis ... 8 3 ki |
Puerperal sepsis ... 2 2
Other Puerperal causes ... 3 3
Congenital Debility, Premature B:rth
Malformations, ete. 15 1% 27
Senility s s ase 8 9 17
Buicide A s G b 5 4 9
Other Violence 15 7 22
Other defined Diseases ... 22 16 38
Caunses ill-defined or unknown ..,
Total... 240 248 4838
Special Causes ; —
Emall Pox
TE e 1T e s R
Polio-encephalitis e

SOCIAL CONDITIONS.

The following table taken from the Surrey County Volume,
Part 1, of the Census, 1931, will give some idea of the loeal age and
gondition distribution of the population in this distrigt,
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The housing conditions of the distriet will be found under the
section dealing with Housing on page 31.

INFANT MORTALITY.

During the year 46 deaths were registered as occurring in infants
under one year of age:—

Males. Females, Total.
Legitimate 23 22 45
Illegitimate ks 1 -— g 1 &
Total 24 22 46

as compared with 47 deaths last year.

The infantile mortality rate for the year is equal to 43 per 1,000
live births, as against 42 per 1,000 last year.

The infant mortality rate for England and Wales was 65 per
1,000 for 1932, and 66 per 1,000 for 1931.

Of the 46 deaths registered this year :—

15 were due to prematurity.

B o » congenital malformation and debility,
i ,, diarrheea and vomiting.
¥t ,» pneumonia or broncho-pneumonia.
» ,» ofher causes.

One baby girl, aged three months, died from gastro-enteritis,
and at the post mortem it was found that she had atelectasis, the
lungs being almost solid. The child weighed 4 lbs. when born and
7 lbs. 14 ozs. when she died. She had never been able to cry
properly, and it seems remarkable, considering the condition of the
lungs, that the child was able to live so long.

MATERNAL MORTALITY.
During the year five deaths were registered as being due to
diseases or accidents of pregnancy, compared with seven deaths last
year. The following is a summary of the causes of death:—

2 were due to puerperal fever.

1 was due to pulmonary embolus.

1 5 hamorrhage.

1 s shock following Caesarian section,
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GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR
THE AREA.

LABORATORY FACILITIES.

Bacteriological examination for this district are carried out at
the Wandle Valley Isolation Hospital. ;

The following number of specimens from this district have been
examined during the year :—

Swabs for diphtheria ... 284
Sputa for tuberele 122
Total 406

Arrangements have also been made with the Laboratories of
Pathology and Public Health for special examination of urine, etec.,
of patients attending the ante-natal elinics.

HOSPITALS.

For General Cases.—The Wilson Cottage Hospital, which is
situated within the distriet, receives accidents and general cases.
Other gevneral hospitals available for the district are the Nelson
Hospital, Merton, the Croydon General Hospital, and the South
London Hoespital for Women, Clapham. The large London hospitals
are also within easy reach of this district.

For Imfectious Diseases.—The Council is one of the constituent
authorities forming the Wandle Valley Joint Hospital Board, and
cases of infectious disease from this aren are treated ac their hospital
situated at Beddington Corner, Mitecham Junection,

For Small Poxr Cases-—By an arrangement with the Surrey
County Council cases of small pox are aédmitted to the Small Pox
Hospital, Clandon,
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AMBULANCES.

For General and Accident Cases.—An ambulanee has been
provided by the Council for the removal of general and accident
cases. This ambulance is under the contrel of the fire brigade
superintendent.

For Infectious Disease Cases.—The Wandle Valley Joint Hospital
Board have provided two motor ambulances for the removal of cases
of infectious disease to the Isolation Hospital.

MIDWIVES.

The Surrey County Council are the local supervising authority
for midwives. At present there are 19 midwives practising in this
area, five of whom are on the staff of the Woodlands Maternity Home
and who do no distriet work.

HEALTH VISITING.

There are four health visitors employed in visiting the mothers
and children in this district. The work is so arranged that children
under one year of age are visited about once a month, children
between one and two years of age are visited every two monthe,
between three years and four vears every six months, and between
four years and five years once a year. Extra visits are paid if it is
thought to be desirable. This scheme is working out fairly well at
present.
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CLINICS AND TREATMENT CENTRES.
WELFARE CLINICS.

Infant Welfare Centres are held at the following places :—

Surrey County Clinie, Western Boad.—Sessions are held on the
first and third Wednesdays in each month. Dr. Cryer attends both
sessions.

Wesiern Centre, Cavendish [Road.—Sessions are held on the
first four Tuesdays of each menth. Dr. Cryer attends on the
second and third Tuesdays.

St. Barnabas Church Hall, Gorringe Park.—Sessions are held
on the first four Tuesdays of each month. Dr. Cryer attends on
the first and fourth Tuesdays.

Meopham Road Centre.—BSessions are held on the first four
Mondays of each month. Dr. Cryer attends on the first and fuurth
Mondays.

Parish EKoom, Lower Green.—Sessions are held on the second
and fourth Thursdays of each mounth. Dr, Cryer attends both
sessions.

As the number of mothers attending with their children at the
Cavendish Road, S8t. Barnabas and Meopham Road Centres was so
large, it was thought advisable to divide them into two groups, one
group attending the first and third week and the other group on the
second and fourth week. This system is working well and enables
the doctor to devote more time to each patient.

The following table shows the number of attendances at each
centre : —
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ANTE-NATAL CLINICS,
Ante-natal clinies are held at the following places:

Cavendish Road, West Centre.—Sessions are held on the first
Tuesday of each month. The total attendanees of expectant mothers
was 205, the number of mothers attending being 89.

Meopham Road.-—Sessions are held on the second Tuesday of
each month, The total attendances of expectant mothers was 128,
the number of mothers attending being 50.

No doetor's cases are examined at the ante-natal clinies unless
the doctor expressly wishes it. Midwives are encouraged to attend
the elinies with their patients, and the midwile is notified when one
of her patients attends the elinie for the first time and a summary of
the ante-natal examination sent to her.

36.4 per cent. of the mothers of children born during the year
attended the ante-natal elinics (including Woodlands Maternity Home
elinic).

WOODLANDS MATERNITY HOME.

The Woodlands Maternity Home, Devonshire Reoad, Collier's
Wood, was established by the Council in 1924,

During the year several improvements huve taken place. A new
Terrazzo floor has been put down in the labour ward, surgeons’
basins have been installed in the wards on the ground floor, and a
new high pressure steriliser has been purchased. The interior of the
Home has also been redecorated.

STAFF.

The staff consists of a matron, two sisters, two staff nurses and
three pupil midwives. All the staff are State registered nurses and,
with the exception of the pupil midwives, hold the certificate of the
Central Midwives Board.

HoMmE.

The Home can accommodate 15 patients at a time, but bookings
are limited to 26 patients per month.
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Ante-Natal Clinie.—An ante-natal eliniec is held at the Home
every weelk, and all patients who have bonked a bed for their con-
finement are expected to attend.

The following table shows the number of hirths which have
occurred in each year since the opening of the Home :—

Mo, of

Births.
1924 (August to December) ... 42
1945 ... 129
1926 ... 240
1927 (10 months) 177
19328 ... 265
1929 ... 298
TR0 o 318

11 7 . 259
22 2 T 239

Number of maternity beds in the institution (exclusive of

isolation and labour beds), 15.

Number of maternity cases admitted during the year, 238 (239
births, 1 twin labour).

Average duration of stay, 14 days.

Number of cases delivered by—(a) midwife, 205 ; () doctors,
33 (including 12 cases in which patients had booked a doctor),

Number of cases in which medical assistance was sought by a
midwife in emergency, 59 (29 abnormal conditions, 30 perineal

5!1!;111'&5].

Number of cases notified as—(a) puerperal fever, nil.; (b)
puerperal pyrexia, 4.

Number of cases of pemphigus neonatorum, nil.

Number of infants not entirely breast-fed while in the in-
stitution, 3.

Number of cases notified as ophthalmia neonatorum, nil.

Number of maternal deaths, nil.

Number of infants deaths—(i,) stillborn, 6; (ii.) within 10 days
of birth, 1,
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DENTAL CLINIC.

Arrangements are being made to start a dental clinie in con-
nection with the Maternity and Child Welfare Centres.

CHILDREN ACT, 1908.

The Superintendent Health Visitor has been appointed the
Infant Life Protection Visitor for this distriet.

Frequent visits during the year are paid to the homes of the
foster children.

A strict supervision is kept on these homes and no cause was
found to remove any infant from the care of the foster mother
during the year.

The following are the number of foster mothers and children on
the register :—

Number of foster mothers on register :

January 1st, 1932 ... i Ny

December 31st, 1932 ... e pbER
Number of children on register :

January lst, 1932 R

December 31st, 1932 . SRR
Number of children a.(]apted during I;ha year ... 3
Number of childven who have died during the

year ... 2 3
Number of children on whom inquests were hcld 1
Number of prosecutions .. : . Nil
Number of wvisits paid by I;he Infu,nh Ltfe Pm

tection Visitor ... . 405

REPORT ON MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE
CENTRES, 1932,

by Dr. Margaret Cryer, M.O. to Ante-natal and Welfare Centres.

Child Welfare.—Chkild Welfare sessions are held at five
centres. Af the Western Road and Parish Room centres, where two
sessions are held monthly, the doctor is in attendance at each
session. At the remaining three cenfres, where four sessions are
held monthly, the doctor is in attendance twice monthly at each

centre.
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The total number of attendances at the infant consultations
during 1932 were 8,365. Of the total attendances 631 were new
children under one year of age, while 166 were new children over
one vear and under five years. The total attendances of children
under one year was 5,407 and of children over one year 2958.
There were 478 children under one year in attendance at the centres
at the end of the year and 848 over one year.

The average attendance at each centre was 47.5; the percentage
of infants under one year of age attending the centres is 65.6 of
the total notified births. A very satisfactory proportion.

Supply of Food and Medicines.—Packets of dried food for
infants were sold at the clinies at the diseretion of tha Medieal
Officer. In a few necessitous cases packets of food were given free
when authorised by the doctor in charge. Applications for grants
of free milk were submitted to the Maternity and Child Welfare
Committee.

Small quantities of cod liver oil, eod liver oil emulsion and
Parrish’'s Food were also sold at the elinics.

General Remarks.—Children who were found at the elinic to be
suffering from any pathological condition were referred to the family
doctor or to hospital. A letter giving details of the conditions found
was given to each patient for her medical adviser.

Arrangements were made for treating cases of marked rickets
with ultra violet radiation.

In general, nutrition, clothing and cleanliness of the children
reached a high standard. The children from one to five years were
well nourished.

Ante-Natal Consultations.—One clinie is held monthly at the
West Centre and Meopham Road Centre, and four sessions are held
monthly at the Maternity Home.

The total number of expectant mothers who attended the West
Centre was 89 and the Meopham Road Centre 50. The relatively
smaller number of patients at Meopham Road was probably due to a
large number of patients being referred to the Maternity Home
Clinic when they had decided to be confined in the Home.
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The total number of expectant mothers attending the centres
was 139, and when the patients attending the Maternity Home is
neluded, the total is 362.

The total attendances of expectant mothers at the two centres
1s 333, with an average attendanee of 15 per session. When the
Maternity Home is included, the total attendances of expectant
mothers is 1,014.

Of the total number of births notified, 36.4 of the expectant

mothers giving rise to these births were attending the ante-natal
clinies,

General Kemarks.—Patients found at the clinics to be suffering
from pathological conditions were referred to their family doctors,
with a letter giving details of the conditions found, or to the hospital.
Lietters were also sent to midwives who sent patients to the clinics,
and midwives were welcomed to attend the sessions. All patients
who were to be confined by their own doetors were requested to
obtain the doctor's permission to attend the sessions.

Many young Primipara attended the sessions.

(Signed) MARGARET E. CRYER, M.D.
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

WATER SUPPLY.

A constant supply of water is supplied to the whole of the
distriet by the mains of the Metropolitan Water Board.

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.

A new scheme of surface water drainage has been completed.
The secheme comprises a complete system of surface water drainage
for a total area of 1,753 ueres, of which 1,614 acres are within the
Urban Distriet of Miteham, the remaining 139 acres being in the
County Borough of Croydon. The scheme became necessary as a
result of the considerable development of the distriet and the con-
sequent making up of reads on the estates leading to flooding in all
parts of the distriet.

The total estimated cost is £167,000, of which £69,160 ranks
for grant from the Unemployment Grants Committee.

I am indebted to the Surveyor for the above facts.

RIVERS AND STREAMS,.

Visits have been paid to all works whieh were suspected of
discharging polluted effluent into the surface water sewers. On one
occasion the River Wandle was found to be polluted. This was
investigated by the Sanitary Inspector for the district, the source of
pollation was found and the matter remedied.

CLOSET ACCOMMODATION.

With very few exceptions the whole of the distriet is on the
waber carriage system, the houses being drained to the public sewer.
At the end of the year there were one cesspool and eight pail closets,

PUBLIC CLEANSING.

A weekly colleetion of house refuse is earried out under contract.
The refuse is burnt by the contractor in a dust destructor erected on
his premises.

Practieally all premises are provided with a galvanized iron
dustbin, there being very few ashpits.



25
Owners of trade refuse must make their own arrangements for
the removal of trade refuse. Such an arrangement can be made

with the eontractor, who will remove trade refuse at the price of 6d.
a basket.

The eleansing of earth closets and cesspools is carried out by
the occupiers of the premises on which they are situated.

The scavenging of roads is carried out by direct labour under
the supervision of the Surveyor.

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS.

In connection with the administration of the Public Health
Acts the following legal proceedings were undertaken during 193,

PARTICULARS. RESULT.

Nine summonses taken out against Summonses were dismissed on the
the owner of a caravan yard for ground that there was no evidence
erecting and setting up temporary that the defendant had erected or
buildings without permission from begun to erect these dwellings.

ths local authority.

Blaughtering of pigs on unlicensed Fined 40s. in each case.
premises on three separate occasions,

Failing to comply with notice to abate Order made on an adjourned summons
a nuisance. to abate the nuisance within six
waeks,

SWIMMING BATH.

The new Swimming Bath was opened by the Chairman of the
Counecil on November 28th, 1932,

The Surveyor has kindly supplied me with the following
data :—

Construction was commenced in June, 1931, and was carried
out as an unemployment relief scheme.

The building is used as a publie hall in the winter months, with
movable stage and dance floor over the swimming pool.

The swimming pool, 100 ft. by 36(t., has a depth of water
yarying from 3 ft. to 8 ft. 6 in., with a diving area 20 ft. long.
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The floor of the pool is covered with terrazzo and the sides
lined with white glazed interlocking bricks,

The dressing rooms are between the entrance hall and bath
hall, with showers and foot baths adjacent, ensuring that bathers
use the shower and foot baths before entering the pool.

The filtration plant comprising three vertical preszure filters,
giving a maximum rate of 200 gallons per square foot per hour and
capable of filtering the whole of the 126,000 gallons in four hours.
Aeration is carried out both before and after filtration. Chlorination
is by the automatic liquid gas type to Ministry of Health recom-
mendations of 0.2 to 0.5 parts per 1,000,000.

Washing accommodation comprises ;—

Eight slipper baths and one spray bath for men.
Six slipper baths and one spray bath for women.

Space has been allowed for future extensions.

The cost, exclusive of the land and furnishing, was £37,350.

SMOKE ABATEMENT.

Five complaints of nuisances arising from smoke were in-
vestigated and observation kept. All the cases were abated after
interviews with the proprietors of the factories coneerned,

Obhservations were also kept on other chimneys in the distriet,
and one case was reported to the Council and a notice served and
the nuisance was abated.

SPECIAL CLASSES OF PREMISES SUBJECT TO CONTROL
BY THE LOCAL AUTHORITY,

There are no typical houses let in lodgings, hop-pickers, offensive
trades or underground sleeping rooms within the district.

Caravan yards exist (a total of 15), with a varying number of
vans, from one to 24 per yard or colony, the total number of caravans
being 88, having a population of 193 adults and 94 children-—a total
of 287 persons.

Many of the caravans are overerowded, and some are in a
dilapidated condition, The word caravan covers not only the
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conventional type of earavan but also old tram car bodies, old motor
lorries, obsolete ambulances and underground railway earriages, etes
Some of the caravans in a yard are only a few inches apart. Many
of them are infested with vermin. A large proportion of the
inhabitants of these caravans are not of the nomadie class, buf
through unemployment and lack of housing accommodation at a
small rental have to live in these conditions.

The majority of the vans are never moved out of the yard and
are really permanent dwellings.

Some idea of the overcrowding which exists may be gained by
the following facts.

One yard, 60 feet by 80 feet, contains 16 caravans. The average
eubic eapacity of each van is 400 cubic feet and the average number of
cecupants per van is five, equal to 3.5 adults (adult is a person over
ten years of age). The rents for a caravan range from Gs. to 10s. per
week. A person who owns his own earavan usually pays aboub 4s.
per week for standing room.

The conditions in most of the other yards are similar to those
quoted above. Each yard is supplied with water from the mains of
the Metropolitan Water Board, and there are usually one or more
water closets connected with the main sewer.

The infectious disease attack rate for the caravan population
was 13.9 per 1,000, as compared with the rate of 6.5 per 1,000 for
the whole population of the district.

RAG AND FLOCK ACTS, 1911 AND 1928,

There are no premises in the district in which rag flock is
manufactured.

SCHOOLS.

The supervision of the public elementary schools is under the
control of the Education Department of the Surrey County Council,

The sanitary fittings, etc., however, are inspected periodically
by the Sanitary Inspectors.
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INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.
FOOD AND DRUGS (ADULTERATION; ACT, 1928,

The duties under the Food and Drugs (Adulteration) Act, 1928,
are carried out by the Surrey County Couneil.

The following number of samples have been taken during the
vear from this distriet :—

Adulterated or
Analysed Datarioeated

Prose- | Conviao-

Articles, eutions| tions

Al 1 i i
In- | | || In-: |
Formal formrll| Total lFﬁrmnI;fmi Total

L)

Lol = AL e

Milk ...
Cream

Butter

Meat ...
Bausages
Marmalade ...
Spirits
*Other Articles

=

OO s b BD BD DR

p—
=i
=i

= o
—
bl
&
—
—
]
—
[y

Totals ..

.
|

*Details of Other
Articles—

Bultanas

Bacon

Pickles and Baueces ...

Tinned Tomatoes

Tinned Peas...

—

B = L3 00 e
o=l ol -

- - & o
. . T ]
=

Totals ... o 10 1 11

T Fined £6 16s.

DAIRIES AND COWSHEDS.
There are 37 registered premises within the district, of which
36 are dairies and one cowshed.
During the year 116 visits of inspeetion were paid, and in no
instances were defects discovered.

MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATION) ORDER, 1923.
During the vear the Counecil granted the following number of
licences under the above named Order :—

Grade A. (T.T.) o
Grade A. ... 1
Certified 5

]

Pasteurised
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SLAUGHTER HOUSES.
There are seven slaughter houses, of whiech two are registered

and five are licensed.

During the year 660 visits of inspection were made and in five
instances defects were discovered.

BAKEHOUSES.

The number of bakehouses in the distriet is 16, this being one less
than last year. One hundred and six visits have been paid and on
six occasions defects were found.

PIGGERIEE,

There are 23 piggeries in the district. One hundred and two
visits were paid.

OTHER FOOD PREPARING PLACES.

There are four other premises in which food is prepared for
human consumption. All of these have been systematically visited.
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HOUSING.

GENERAL OBSERVATION ON HOUSING CONDITIONS
IN THE MITCHAM URBAN DISTRICT.

The following facts, taken from the Census, 1931, will give some
idea of the housing conditions in this district.

" Vacant unfurnished houses are at a minimum. There is a
high proportion of families to dwellings, namely, 1.19. The number
of persons per room is 0.87, which is the highest in the County of
Surrey, the county average being 0.72 persons per room. As
measured by the conventional *two persons per room,’ the over-
crowded element is at its maximum for the County of Surrey in
Mitcham, where 4.99 per cent. of the population falls within this
category, but the proportion has been reduced thereto from the
maberially high figure of 8.65 per cant. registered ten years earlier.”

Overcrowding is as big a problem in this district as in many
other distriets, mainly because of the shortage of houses and flats
which can be rented at a sum within the means of the families
coneerned.

The Council housing schemes have helped greatly in reducing
the overerowding, but more houses and flats are still needed to
accommodate the families living in overcrowded conditions.

Fitness of Houses.—In some cases difficulties are experienced
in keeping houses in a habitable condition under the Public Health
and Housing Acts,

In my opinion mueh money could be saved by owners if small
defects were repaired as soon as they appeared, instead of waiting
until a large amount of work has to be done in order to render the
house fit,

There is a type of tenant who unnecessarily causes a great deal
of damage to property, and fthere aie not sufficient powers for
dealing with this type of tenant.

A systematic supervision of houses occupied by the working
classes is carried out by means of house to house inspection.
Opportunity is also faken to inspect a house when an official calls
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to investigabe a case of infectious disease. By these means many
defects are discovered and steps taken to have them remedied.

Inhabited Houses.—The number of inhabited houses at the end
of the yvear was 13,994. This is an increase of 807 houses since
lagt year, the increase being as follows :—

East Ward ... 520
North ,, 17
South ,, 180
West ,, . 90

Tatal 807

HOUSING ACT, 1930.
FIELDGATE LANE CLEARANCE AREA.

A start has been made in the direction of clearing some of the
insanitary areas of this distriet. The nine houses in Fieldgate Lane
were scheduled as a clearance area. These houses are all in a damp
condition and in a very bad state of repair, and the front rooms are
dark, due to the fact that the surrounding wall of the Gas Works is
only about seven feet away.

The inhabitants, numbering 48 persons, will be housed in the
new Council flats at Tamworth Lane.

The owners of this property appealed against this Order, and a
public enquiry was held by the Minister of Health on October 25th,
1932,

The Minister of Health has, however, confirmed the Order.

HOUBING STATISTICS.
1. INSPECTION OF DWELLING HOUSES DURING THE YEAR:—

(1) (@) Total number of dwelling houses inspected
for housing defects (under Public Health
or Housing Acts) o 0487

(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose 2671

(2) (@) Number of dwelling houses (included under
sub-bead (1) above) which were in-
spected and recorded under the Housing
Consolidated Regulations, 1925... I

(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose 195



(3) Number of dwelling houses found to be in a
state so dangerous or injurious to health as

(4) Number of dwelling houses (exclusive of those
referred to under the preceding sub-head)
found not to be in all respects reasonably fit
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to be unfit for human habitation

for human habitation

65

2. REMEDY OF DEFECTS DURING THE YEAR WITHOUT

Number of defective dwelling houses rendered fit in
consequence of informal action by the local

SERVICE OF FORMAL NOTICES :—

authority or their officers ...

65

3. ACTION UNDER STATUTORY POWERS DURING THE YEAR:—

A. Proceedings under Sections 17, 18 and 23 of the Housing Act,
1930.

(1) Number of representations made to local autho-
rity with a view to serving nofices requiring

(2)

(3)

execution of works

Number of notices served requiring the execution

of works...

Number of dwelling houses which were rendered

fit after service of formal notices : —

(@) By owners

(b) By loeal authority in f]afnull: 0f owners

B. Proceedings under Public Health Acts:—

(1)

(2)

Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring defects to be

remedied. ..

Number of dwelling houses in which defects were

remedied after service of formal notices : —
(@) By owners

() By local authority in ﬂe[aulb of owners
C. Proceedings under Sections 19 and 21 of the Housing

1930 —

(1)

Number of representations made to loeal autho-
rity with view to the making of demolition or

elosing orders

R

Nil

Nil

Nil
Nil

Ho6

415
Nil
Act,
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(2) The number of houses in respeet of which an
undertaking was accepted under Sub-section (2)

of Section 9 of the Housing Act, 1930 ee Ml
(3) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
demolition orders were made ... 6

(4) Number of dwelling houses demolished in pursu-
ance of demolition orders Zoul - oARR

D. Proceedings under Section 20 of the Housing Aect, 1930 :—

(1) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms in respeet of which closing orders were
made T Nil

(2) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms in respect of which closing orders were

determined, the tenement or room having been
rendered fit Nil

E. Proceedings under Section 3 of the Housing Act, 1925 :—

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
notices became operative requiring repairs ... 3

(2) Number of dwelling houses which were rendered
fit after service of formal notices :—
(@) By owners s - ]
(b) By local authority in default of owners  Nil

(3) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
closing orders became operative iu pursuance
of declarations by owners of intention to close 3

F. Proceedings under Sections 11, 14 and 15 of the Housing Act,
1925 :—

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
closing orders became operative Nil

(2) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which

closing orders were determined, the dwelling
houses having been rendered fit Nil

(3) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
demolition orders became operative ... Nil

(4) Number of dwelling houses demolished in pursu-
ance of demolition orders kLl ey wiv A
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FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS.

There are 128 factories and workshops in the distriet, of which
87 are factories and 41 are workshops.

In addition there are 13 workplaces.
During the year 301 visits of inspection were paid.

Complaints were received during the year from inhabitants of
houses which abutted on to a certain factory of a nuisance arising
from cellulose fumes and from fine particles of cellulose. On in-
vestigation it was found that the fumes came from the exhaust fans
of the cellulose spraying room of the factory. After an interview
with the head of the factory and with H.M. Inspector of Factories,
it was decided fo construet a watbertight trough in the ground
immediately below the fan outlets, and with short extensions
properly curved downwards fitted to the ducts, the fans now dis-
charge into the troughs. No further complaints have been received.

OUTWOREERS.

There are 82 outworkers in Mitecham. One hundred and eighty-
three visits of inspection were paid, and, in connection with these,
three sanitary notices were served.

During the year three cases of infectious disease were notified
as oceurring in the houses of outworkers. In none of these cases

was it necessary to make any order under Section 110 of Factories
and Workshops Aect, 1901.

The classes of work undertaken by the outworkers are as

follows : —
3 Lampshades 2. ~ 43

Onion peeling ... 9
Making of wearing apparel v = 2B
Firework cases
Cosaques ...
Einbroidery

Furrier
Leatherwork

Boots 4
Confectionery covers

|l B = = H = S =

Total

L9 2]
[ )
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PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS
AND OTHER DISEASES.

SCHOOL NOTIFICATIONS.

The school intimation notices of infectious disease are always
compared with the notifications received from the medical practi-
tioners. If any case on the school return is found to be unnotified,
investigations are made iu order to find out if the patient is receiving
medical attention,

INFECTIOUS DISEASE NOTIFICATIONS.

The total number of certificates of nofification received during
the year was 288, as compared with 242 last year.

The monthly incidence of infectious disease was :—

. = o ."-'I — il i.-E E“-.E a :_E'
1585|855 5|85 5 blaniay .
= (BBl 2 25| 2| g [e5|aBl8%l8E558 3
- ﬁpq S IEEl & 2 |Suieslg S a8lem ©
E ) 2= I'FEI B E E Fll' =] S5 E | =
ot [= H | A (M =T P |
| L
January R S 8 (e 8 1 - ) I | 18
February ... a1 R R | 29
| |
March st el e 2| 7 i B | ... | 26
| o= |
-APr‘il LR S 8% *ER ®EE lﬂ 3 1- 5 I 1 i ‘3{}
May ... EECH IR e el [ 3 ] e | 13
June ... it et [ | ) [ | ] R L | | | 17
i RS e, (el Tl O | | 2| 1 1 | 17
P T R T (N T 1 | 12
Beptember ... ...|..|20| 3 ¥ ‘ 1 | 26
|
October wans | wen R ll 9 i o PR S ] (R | o i
' |
November ... e e [ by B | s | o) IS ) P [Fe l'?.&
December ... ..|..|8 | 7| 2| 2|14 | 2 K e | 58
I |
Total ... .| 1[174|82| 8|1|s2] 5 4| 4 1 ‘ 1 |nss
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The incidence of infectious disease in each ward, per 1,000 of
the population of the ward, was: —

North ward 3.6
South ward 5.5
East ward... 1.1
West ward... 6.0

These rates are based on the estimated ward population for 1932.

The question has arisen as to why there are a larger number of
cases notified from the West ward in ecomparison with the other
wards. The aectual number of notifications received iz no true
indieation of the prevalence of an infectious disease.

The sige of the population, the area of the district, the relative
susceptibility or immunity to disease of the population, are all
factors which play a part in determining the prevalence of an
infectious disease in an area. The following table taken from the
1931 Census will help in considering this question :—

: Population.
Area in s e N o Persons Persens
Ward. acres. Males. Females, Total. per acre. per room.
East ... 993 9,141 9,492 18,633 18.8 0.81
North ... 236 5,799 6,277 12,076 51.2 0.82
South ... 1,331 3,651 5,808 11,459 8.6 0.93
West ... 375 7,226 7,465 14,691 39.2 0.95

From the above table it will be seen that although the West
ward has not the largest ward population, yet there are move
persons per room. This means that if an infectious disease is
introduced it has a far better chance of spreading because of the
larger number of persons per room. The North ward has more
persons per acre but a lesser number of persons per room than the
West ward. The West ward is also bounded on one side by the
Borough of Wimbledon and on the other side by the Metropolitan
Borough of Wandsworth, and the introduection of infections diseases
from these areas would first of all make itself apparent in the West
ward before spreading into the other wards of Mitcham,
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Case rates per 1,000 of population.
R S

—

'-I_Euglmld and

Disease. Wales, Mitcham,
Small Pox 0.05 0.01
Scarlet Fever ... 2.12 2.8
Diphtheria 1.08 0.52
Enterie Fever ... 0.06 0.04
Puerperal Fever 0.05 0.08

Puerperal Pyrexia ... 0.14 0.06
Erysipelas 0.36 0.18

Case rates per 1,000 total births.

B i —— ﬂ-_ —
Disease. Eng#.;g;nd Mitcham,
Puerperal Fever 3.3 4.6
Puerperal Pyrexia 8.5 2.6
SMALL Pox.

One case of small pox has been notified during the year, and
was removed to the Small Pox Hospital, Clandon.

The patient was a man aged 50 years, and was vaccinated in
infancy. The source of the infection could not be traced. The
patient had been away from his place of business for some months
as he was suffering from gout, and, apart from an occasional visit to
a public house or pieture palace, he had not been out of his house.
Probably he had come into contact with someone suffering from a
mild unrecognised attack of small pox at one or other of these
public places.

During the year observations have been kept on 59 small pox
contacts ; none contracted the disease.

Having regard to the high incidence of small pox in the
Metropolitan area and the large number of contacts notified as
living in this district, Mitcham seems to have been very fortunate
in having only one case. The modified type of small pox which is
met with in the Metropolitan area apparently has a very low
infectivity.
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SCARLET FEVER.

The number of eases notified during the year was 174, this
being 69 more than last year. One hundred and sixty-five cases
were removed to hospital. No deaths were registered from this
disease during the year.

Ten of the cases were return cases. The interval between the
return home of the patient and the illness of the contact varied
from 5 to 10 days. In one other instance a patient had been home
from hospital 14 weeks before the second case occurred, but it is
doubtful whether this was a genuine return case, or whether the
infection eame from another source.

DIPHTHERIA.
Thirty-two cases of diphtheria were notified during the year.

Twenty-five cases were removed to hospital,
One death was registered from this disease.

Arrangements have been made by the Council for the
examination, free of charge, of swahs taken from suspected cases
of diphtheria, and during the year 284 such examinations have
besn made. Anti-toxin is also issued free of charge to practitioners
who may require it.

TyrHOID FEVER.

Three cases of typhoid fever were notified during the year.
Three cases removed to hospital.
No deaths were registered.

DIARRHEA AND ENTERITIS UNDER TWO YEARS OF AGE.

Ten deaths from diarrheea and enteritis under two years of age
were registered. The spell of very hot weather during the summer
was partly responsible for this.

An interesting fact is that over 50 per cent. of the patients who
died had a family history of tuberculosis. The numbers are too
small to say whether thiz is a significant fact or merely coincidence,
It may be that the child with a family history of tuberculosis is not
only less resistant to tuberculosis but also to other infective con-
ditions as well,
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EPIDEMIC CATARRHAL JAUNDICE.

A small outbreak of catarrhal jaundice oceurred during the
month of June. The number of cases was four, and all were girls,
the ages ranging from four years to seven years.

Three of the girls lived in one road, the other lived in an
adjacent road ; all of them were friends and played together. The
first case oceurred on June 1st, the second case (sister of original
case) occurred June 6th. On June Tth the third case occurred, and
on June 14th the last case oceurred.

All were of a mild type and all the cases had cleared up within
three weeks.

ENCEPHALITIS LETHARGICA.
One case was notified during the year and one death registered.

CEREBRO-SPINAL FEVER.

Three deaths were registered from this disease during the year:
two deaths were of males and one of female. All the eases were
removed to hospital.

CANCER.

The number of deaths from cancer registered during the year
was 68, of which 34 were males and 34 were females,

There was no unusual site distribution of cancer in 1932. In
males, the usual sites—namely, stomach, rectum, intestines, genera-
tive organs and liver—were affected; in females, the generative
organs, breast, intestines, stomach and liver were affected.

One case of sarcoma of the ovary occurred in a girl aged three
years.

Cancer is mainly a disease of the digestive system, with the
exception of its preference for the generative system in females.

Arrangements have been made with the Radium Institute,
Portland Place, for the radium treatment of cases of cancer under
the care of this Council,



45

The following table shows the number of deaths from ecancer,
bogesher with the death rate as compared with England and

Wales : —
Death Rate per 1,000

Humber of of Population.
Year, Deaths. Mitcham. Fngland and Wales.
1915 20 7 1.22
1916 21 .63 1.16
1917 17 ik 00 1.19
1918 25 S92 1.19
1919 31 .89 1.18
1920 s 34 .94 1.16
1921 31 87 1.21
1922 T 34 S 94 1.22
1923 33 s .90 1.26
1924 43 Sk 1.11 1.29
1925 49 1.29 1.33
1926 44 e 1.14 ik 1.36
1927 46 =403 1.13 1.37
1928 s a8 s 1.27 1.42
1929 i 66 1.33 1.43
1930 i T3 1.26 1.45
1931 s 81 1.41 e 1.48
1932 68 1.0 —
INFLUENZA.

During the year seven deaths from influenza were recorded.
Two were males and five were females.

An epidemic of influenza started in September, 1932, and the
gastro-enteric type was the prevalent type of the disease at the
commencement. Young adults (that is, persons between 16 and 35
years of age) were most affected. As the epidemic progressed the
cases suffering from the gastro-intestinal type diminished in
number and the febrile and ecatarrhal types became prevalent. At
the same time, the age ineidence seemed to change and the majority
of persons now effected belonged to the other age groups. Then,
towards the end of the epidemie, the young adults group was again
atbacked, but this time there were very few cases of the gastro-
enteric type.
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PREVENTION OF BLINDNESS.

By an arrangement with the London County Council cases of
ophthalmia neonatorum ean be treated at St. Margaret's Hospital,
Kentish Town.

Blind children are looked after by the Surrey Voluntary
Association for the Blind. Only one blind ehild under the age of
five years has been found in Mitcham. This child was born blind.

OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM.

During the year 4 cases of ophthalmia neonatorum were
notified :(—

Cases Treated. Vision Vision Total
Notified. At Home. In Hospital. unimpaired. impaired. blindness. Deaths.
4 9 b 4 —_ - —
TUBERCULOSIS.

No action was taken under the Public Health (Prevention of
Tubereulosis) Regulations, 1925, or under sections 62 of the Public
Health Act, 1925, during the year.

During the year 85 new cases of tuberculesis were notified,
Yig. :—

Males. Females. Total.

Pulmonary 36 34 70
Non-Pulmonary ... i 6 9 15
Total L4 42 43 85

The total number of deaths registered as oceurring from
tuberculosis was 40, viz. . —

Males. TFemales, Tatal.
Pulmonary ... 15 15 30
Non-Pulmonary ... ] 5 10

Total e e 20 20 oD
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InsEcT PESTS.

Mosquitoes.—All pools and ponds where mosquito larve are
found are sprayed with paraffin during the summer months.

Ponds and ditches, the breeding places of this pest, are gradu-
ally disappearing from the distriet, but many householders do not
realise .that they also can do a great deal towards mitigating this
nuisance by getting rid of all breeding places in their gardens, by
keeping the guttering on the houses elear from obstruction and by
regularly flushing all gulleys, ete., at frequent intervals.

Lyetus Canienlatus.— Fifteen new council houses were found to
be infested with this beetle, which is a similar type to that com-
monly known as the larder or warehouse beetle. Not only were
these beetles found inside houses, but on the outside walls as well.

Insecticides were freely used, and in a few weeks the places
were freed from this pest. There has been no return of this
nuisance.

ANIMAL PESTS.
Rats.—Fourteen complaints of rat nuisances were investigated ;

two were abated by the Council and six cases were referred to the
County Rat Destruction Supérvising Officer.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF SENIOR SANITARY INSPECTOR.

To the Chairman and Members of the Urban District Council of
Miteham.

Miss WILSON AND GENTLEMEN,

I beg to submit my seventeenth annual summary of the work
earried out in this distriet during the year 1932 by myself and
Inspectors P. D. O’Grady, J. C. Howard (7 months) and A. W.
Lock (4 months).

Total number of visits paid 5 .. 8804
Number of complaints received and mvest.mated 350
Number of premises inspected ... .-« 3026
Number of premises revisited ... 3609
Number of nuisances discovered ... Lo ne Qo
Number of nuisances abated without report ... 654
Number of nuisances abated after report LTI . |
Number of intimatory notices served ... R |
Number of statutory notices served I 1
Notices followed by legal proceedings ... 1
Number of revisits to infected houses or houses of
smallpox contacts 95
Number of house drains tested 6
Number of drains found defective 9
Number of tests applied to new drmuwcr]—; 3
Character of Work Done.
Houses repaired and cleansed generally ... i NS
Overcrowding cases abated ... 41
Roofs repaired ni . BT
Damp walls remedied i 36
Eaves guttering and spcuting renewed or repalred 86
Water closets renewed, repaired or cleaned ... 59
Water closet flushing cisterns and flush pipes
renewed or repaired ... 96
Water cisterns cleansed or covered 8
Water supply to houses reinstated 4
Back yards paved or paving repaired ... 44
Floors repaired 59

Dustbins provided ... v 158 = w207
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Premises where animals improperly kept were

removed or improved ... 4
Offensive accumulations removed ... 55
Urinals ecleansed or repaired g
Piggeries repaired or improved ... 3
Houses or parts disinfected and cleansed .- 270
Smoke nuisances abated ... - 6

Houses at which drains were reconstructed or
new provided ...
Drains repaired, cleansed, trapped or ventilated 130

The byelaws relating to houses let in lodgings or occupied by
members of more than one family were in four instances applied to
~ensure the sub-tenants getting proper supply of water and the use of
other conveniences where the tenant had cut off access to such
services as a means of forcing the sub-tenant out of the house
without taking proper legal steps.

No applieations were received for certificates under the Rent
Restrietion Acts.

Food Inspection.—Six hundred and sixty visits were paid to the
seven slaughter houses; two of these are borse slaughter houses and
are rarely used. In the course of these visits the following quantities
of diseased or unwholesome meat was found and surrendered for
destruetion :—Carcases of pigs, 4,821 lbs., of which 1,241 lbs. was
swine-fevered flesh, 1,990 lbs. tuberculous, 192 lhs. septic mammitis,
152 lbs. parturient fever, 120 lbs. jaundice, and 804 lbs. dropsical
flesh (the remaining 262 lbs. was either bruised or affected in
some way as to make it unwholesome); veal 45 lbs., 133 pigs’
livers, 467 pigs' lungs. In no case was any attempt made to conceal
any of the meat from the Inspectors, although there was some
difficulty in one or two instances in convincing the owner of swine-
fevered carcases that the meat was unfit for human food.

Twenty-eight lbs. of haddocks, 40 lbs. of kippers, 28 lbs. of
carrots, 390 lbs. of potatoes, and 400 lbs. of turkeys were also
brought to me for examination by tradesmen and found unsound
and unfit for human food, and were surrendered for desbruction.

Disinfection and Disinfestation.—Disinlection has been carried
out at 270 houses after removal of infectious cases to the Wandle
Valley Isolation Hospital or recovery at their homes, 8ix thousand
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seven hundred and fifty articles of bedding and clothing were
removed for disinfection by super-heated steam at the Wandle Valley
Isolation Hospital.

Yeventeen rooms were sprayed with an insecticide to exter-
minate vermin. In every case the mouldings are removed
temporarily in order to get at the insects and their larvea.

An unusual nuisance from insects was experienced on the
Council's new Meopham Road Housing Estate. A tiny beetle
known as lyetus caniculatus, also as warehouse and larder beetles,
invaded a large number of houses. Spraying the interior of rooms
with insecticide appeared to have little effect, us they swarmed in
from the exterior walls, but a liberal spraying of the walls externally
and internally with paraffin, oil of winter green and oil of eamphor
effected a clearance of the pest. Nineteen houses were treated this
way. It is believed they were brought to the estate in crates,
packages, ete., from the builders’ merchants’ warehouses.

Ponds and ditches were sprayed with paraffin twice, and some
three times, during the spring and summer to keep down the
breeding of mosquitoes to a certain extent.

PETROLEUM (CONSOLIDATION) AcT, 1928,

Licences have been granted to 72 persons in the distriet to
store petroleum spirit on their premises, and to 3 persons to store
carbide of caleium. The permissable quantity of spirit which
might be stored totals 88,340 gallons. Carbide of calecium, 15 ewt.
3 qrs. 16 lbs. Ninety per cent. of the petroleum spirit is stored
underground in steel tanks surrounded with concrete.

SHOPS ACTS.

A number of complaints were received, generally from
competing tradesmen, of contraventions of the Shops (Hours of
Closing) Act, 1928-1930, and Shops (Early Closing) Acts, 1912 and
1913. Observations were kept and the offenders cautioned. One
ease was reported to the Council and an official warning was given.

I am,
Your obedient servant,

CHARLES G. RABBETTS,
Senior Sanitary Inspeetor.
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