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BOROUGH OF BRENTFORD AND CHISWICK

PusLic HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
Townx HaLr,
Cuiswick, W.4.
To the MAyor, Aldermen and Councillors of
the Borough of Brentford and Chiswick.
_LM)IES AND GENTLEMEN, |

I have the honour to present the 21st Annual Report on the
Health and Sanitary circumstances of the Borough of Brentford
and Chiswick.

On July 5th, 1948, the Maternity and Child Welfare services
which were previously your responsibility, were transferred to the
control of the County Council of Middlesex, and therefore in this
Report statistics and remarks on the conduct of the Maternity
and Child Welfare services will be confined to the period from
Ist January to 4th July, 1948. All other information relates to
the whole of the calendar year.

The health of the population continued to be good.

A study of the vital statistics demonstrates a fall in the birth
rate, which was 17.9 compared with 19.2 in 1947. In the year
1946 the birth rate was 23.6, but this appears to have been a
peak year for the district as previous rates were very much lower.
The general trend, however, appears to be for an annual decrease
in the birth rate in the district.

The death rate was 11.5—this is a reduction from 12.1 in
1947. The number who died from tuberculosis was 39 as com-
pared with 38 in 1947, and there was also an increase of one in
the number dying from cancer. Cancer (115 deaths) was the
second largest cause of death; the largest being heart disease,
deaths from which numbered 165.

A very noteworthy figute is the infant mortality rate of 28.7
—the corresponding figure for 1947 is 86.6. The particulars on
Table 11 of the causes of infant deaths do not indicate an out-
standing reduction in any particular cause, but a point, however,
to be noted is that only one infant died from enteritis during the
vear, whereas there were four such deaths during 1947. The
infant mortality rate in 1948 for England and Wales was 34, that
for London 31, and for the County Boroughs and Great Towns

I[anluding London) 39, so that the local figure is well below all
these. .



I would refer you also to the graph on page 14 which shows
the dramatic fall in infant mortality rate over the years since
1900. The fact that there were nine deaths from premature birth
and ten from pneumonia, both of which in theory should be pre-
ventable, indicates that there is still plenty of scope for the
teaching, not only in clinics to expectant mothers, but wherever
an opportunity arises, and to the potential parents and even the
potential grandparents, of the principles of nutrition, hygiene and
the maintenance of health. *‘* Old Wives' Tales,” hallowed by
tradition, have always hindered progress in maternity and child
welfare.

The worl of the clinics continued normally thrﬂughﬂu't the
six months during which they were subject to the control of the
Brentford and Chiswick Borough Council.

The number of Clinic attendances and the number of home
visits paid by the Health Visitors corresponded closely with the
figures shown in the 1947 report.

Treatment for Mothers and Children was available at the
various specialised clinics which were all well attended and the
number immunised against diphtheria and whooping cough
increased. :

The incidence of infectious disease during the year was not
high, there was no case of diphtheria, a moderate number of
cases of chicken pox, measles and mumps occurred. The severity
of the illness in these cases was not great and no deaths occurred.
1948 could be considered a year without epidemic disease and there
was no outbreak of food poisoning reported. Following a fairly
high incidence of poliomyelitis in 1947, it is satisfactory to be
able to report that only one case of this disease occurred in the
Borough during 1948.

: .

Provision of care for the children of working mothers in
Day Nurseries was available to the same extent as in 1947. The
demand for this service continually increased and the waiting
list for Nursery places grew steadily.

Home Help and Ambulance Services continued to be used
to capacity and the laboratory service for the investigation of
suspected disease was provided by the King Edward Memorial
Hospital Pathological Laboratory, Ealing, W.I3.

The new Chiropody service, commenced in 1947, and
restricted to needy adults and Old Age Pensioners, began to be
widely known and appreciated and the numbers of persons wishing
to take advantage of it increased rapidly.
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Excellent work was carried out in the Dental Clinic as is
shown by the proportion of fillings to extractions. This is par-
ticularly noteworthy in the case of the children under five, as
conservative treatment for these children is, of course, the ideal
of dennstn——untll such time as the ideal of preventive medicine,
Lmnp!etel}r sound temporary and permanent teeth for all ages, is
attained in some future generation.

Although the total amount of visiting carried out by the
Sanitary Inspectors was approximately the same in 1948 as in
1947, it is noteworthy that the number of defective or unclean
premises found was considerably fewer. There might be several
reasons for this. As War Damage gets cleared up more atten-
tion can be paid by property owners and shop keepers to the
general principles of sanitation and clean living. The relaxatipn
of restrictions on repair licences for property also permits of more
work being donk and it is hoped also that propaganda, not only
visual, but the daily personal propaganda of Sanitary Inspex:tﬂrrs
and other Health Workers in the course of their duties, has its
effect in raising the standards of hygiene both of persons and of
premises.

" I should like to take this opportunity of thanking all the
members of the Health Department staff for their assistance in
the preparation of this Report, and I should like also to acknow-
ledge the co-operation and assistance afforded to me by the Area
Medical Officer and his staff.

I am, Your Worship, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

Jumjmf A

Medical Officer of Health.


















GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES IN THE
BOROUGH.

CiviL AMBULANCE SERVICE.

Under the provisions of the National Health Service Act,
1946, the ambulance service, consisting of three ambulances,
manned day and night by eight driver-attendants, working on
24-hour shifts, was transferred to the Middlesex County Council
on the 5th July, 1948.

A satisfactory service is being maintained in the Borough.

The following are details of work performed by Borough
Ambulances during the period 1st January to 4th July, 1948.

Accident Cases ... 85
Maternity Cases 209
Private Cases ... 408
Public Cases 257
Cases dealt with for other Boroughs ... 107

TOTAL s 1066

MATERNAL MORTALITY AND MORBIDITY.

Deaths from Puerperal Causes :—
Puerperal Sepsis None
Other Causes ... None

The following table shows the number of maternal deaths
connected with pregnancy during the last 10 years :—

' Died from other causes
Year Died from Sepsis connected with
) pregnanty
1939 - 2
1940 —_ 5
1941 - -
1942 a 9
1943 3 2
1944 = 2
1945 — ) 3
1946 — a
1947 , £ ‘1
1948 - i

During the year 15 cases of puerperal pyrexia were notified ;
:th:r_e were no maternal deaths. Twelve of the cases occurred in
institutions, eight of whom were residents of other boroughs who
had been admitted to Chiswick Maternity Hospital.
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CHIROPODY SERVICE. :
Total number of cases treated during the ptriud 1st

January—4th July, 1948 ... 75
Number of cases on register at 5th July, 1945 73
Total attendances during the period Ist Januaryv—4th

July, 1948 s 243

CARE OF PREMATURE INFANTS.

This work has been carried out on the lines set out in Ministry
of Health Circular 20/44, dated March, 1944, as described in
the Report for 1945.

CARE OF ILLEGITIMATE CHILDREN,

The Borough continued to participate in the County Scheme
and use has been made of the Hostels at 16, The Park, Golders
Green, and ** Marylands,” Hendon.

ConTrROL OF LICE INFESTATION.

No change was made in the policy adopted in previous years.

SANITARY INSPECTION 'OF THE AREA,
Tabular Statement of the Work of the Sanitary Department—1948

IXSPECTIONS, '

Number of premises inspected on complaint ... i LB
Number of premises inspected in connection with ir-
fectious disease ca W 95
Number of primary inspections ... imsiy A
Number of re-inspections ... cve. BBBH
Total number of inspections and re-inspections .. 0640

Action Takex (other than Housing Act, 1936).

Cautionary or intimation notices served . 1040

Statutory Notices issued (under Public Hmlth Actq] 9
Summonses served ] 5=,

Number of Certificates under Rent, etc. {R-eqru::tluns]
Acts issued to tenants 6

Number of Clearance Certificates issued to owners ... 3
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FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1938.
MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS) REGULATIONS, d

1936-1946
MILK AND DAIRIES ORDER, 1926.
Number of premises on Register 20
Number of Dealer’s Licences issued to sell :—
(a) Tuberculin Tested Milk gl B 3
(b) Accredited Milk ... —
(c) Pasteurised Milk 14
Number of Supplementary Licences issued to sell :—
(a) Pasteurised Milk 3
(b) Tuberculin Tested Milk ... 3
BAKEHOUSES.
Number in district in use ... 17
Contraventions of Factory Acts ... —

MeaT anp OTHER Foobs.

During the year under review a total of 108 pigs were
slaughtered in the Borough. These were all slaughtered under
licences issued by the Ministry of Food and were mainly the pro-
perty of various Pig Clubs situated in this and neighbouring
Boroughs. The total of 108 was made up as follows (Airducts
Pig Club, Brentford, 18; Henlys Pig Club, Brentford, 2; Barnes
Artisan Pig Club, Barnes, 12; Limes Pig Club, Barnes, 17;
Chertsey Court Pig Club, Barnes, 7; Watneys Pig Club, Barnes,
17 : Westfield Pig Club, Barnes, 4; Palewell Pig Club, Barnes, 14
Enmore Pig Club, Barnes, 4; Ranelagh South Side Pig Club,
Barnes, 2: Sandersons Pig Club, Perivale, 12; Greenford Pig
Club, 2; Carrier Engineering Pig Club, Wembley, 5; County
Perfumery Pig Club, Stanmore, 4; and St. Joseph’s Hospital,
Chiswick, 1).

All were inspected at the time of slaughter and with one €x-
ception were found to be in good condition and passed fit for human
consumption. The one exception was found to be one of
Generalised Tuberculosis and the entire carcase and offal were
destroyed at the Ealing Council’s destructor situated at Greenford.

No beasts or sheep were slaughtered in the Borough during
the year.
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