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Tuberculosis.

New Cases Deaths
Age Non, Non-
Periods Respiratory Respiratory Respiratory Respiratory
M F M F M F M. ¥
Under 1 yr. 1 — —_ - —_ — — -
1— S years — 1 —_ - —_ - _ -
5—156 ,, 3 5 1 — — = 1 —
156—256 ,, 4 13 —_ 1 — - —_ =
95—35 ,, 8 10 S s e
Jo—do ,, D 3 — 1 4 1 =
46—66 ,, 13 2 ] - 8 — — -
Over 65 ,, 1 — _ - 2 — L =
Total 36 34 2 ] 14 6 Z2 —

Tuberculosis.

Notifications of new cases of luberculosis are almost
the same as for 1946, the figure being 76 as compared
with 74, dealhs from this cause are exactly the same as
in 1946. The overcrowded conditions under which many
people are living, resulting from the acute shortage of
houses 1s aimost certainly helping to keep the numbers
of new notlifications at a comparatively high figure, but
it must also be remembered that a number of these
cases are mild ones which have been detected at an early
stage by the use of mass radiography. The adequate
housing of persons suffering from active pulmonary
tuberculosis and their families is essential if increases
in new cases of this disease are to be prevented.

Maternal Mortality.

It is gratifying to report thal there have been no
cases of maternal mortality during the year.

Housing.

There is still a considerable amount of overcrowding
in the district, three and even four families having to
live in a single house. These families are mostly young
couples, living often with their parents and in many
cases trying to raise a young family under most difficull
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and trying conditions. There are many instances of
these mothers having their babies at home, because oi
shortage of malernity beds, under conditions of over-
crowding which would once have been considered
intolerable. The need for houses is extremely urgent,
although the Housing Committee's programme of build-
ing is now well under way and houses are becoming
available in increasing numbers.

Diphtheria Immunisation.

Two clinic sessions a week are held at the.Public
Health Department, Feltham, Public Hall, Bediont, or
the Village Hall, Hanworth, and in addition facilities
are available at the Maternity and Child Welfare Clinics
of the County Council who are now primarily respon-
sible for the immunisation of children under 5 years
of age. The day nurseries and St. Anthony's Home have
been visited regularly.

The Birthday card scheme by which each child
receives a card on its first birthday has been continued
and the County Council’s Health Visitors give special
attention to the encouragement of mothers to bring their
babies for immunisation.

The number of children immunised during 1947 and
the estimated percentage of the child population
immunised up to 31st December, 1947, are as follows :—

Under 5 years 5—14 years inclusive,
605 311
43 %, 79.159,

475 children received reinforcing injections during 1947.

Scabies ‘Clinic.

Facilities continue to be available at the Public
Health Department for the treatment of scabies. I am
glad to say, however, that there has been a great decline
in the number of cases.

Water Analysis.

1. The Bedfont and Feltham Wards of the District
are supplied by the South West Suburban Water Co.
and the Hanworth Ward by the Metropolitan Water
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most urgent defects, other works, necessary though
they often are, have to be deferred. This position is not
satisfactory, but is unavoidable. Some of the older
houses present problems. There is only one real course
of action and that is demolition ; but as there are no
replacements available for the occupiers, efforts have to
be made to keep these worn-out houses habitable.

Forty-seven samples were taken of graded milks,
most of which were satisfactory. A few samples failed
the methylene blue test, but it was usually possible to
attribute this failure to some temporary fault. A great
deal of trouble was experienced due to the unsatisfactory
keeping quality of the milk purveyed by one dairy
company from outside the area and many complaints
were received. Action was taken which resulted in
considerable improvement,

Forty-five samples of ice cream were taken, the
grading of which was as follows :—

Group 1. Groups 1 and 2. Group 3. Group 4.
923.79 64.29 319, 4.8

There are no large manufacturers in the area and
most of the retailers purchase ready made ice cream.
All ice eream premises were visited and advice given.
Special attention was given where unsatisfactory samples
were obtained, but there were no cases of consistently
bad samples. g

A great deal of work is required in connection with
premises where food is prepared, stored, elc., and as
much time as possible is spent on this work, but it is,
of necessity, limited by the number of inspectors avail-
able and the calls upon their time by the many other
activities of the department. There is close co-operation
with the Food Executive Officer of the Ministry of Food
with regard to food premises in respect of which
applications for new licences are under consideration.

The supply of dustbins is now satisfactory, enabling
a speeding up of action taken under Section 75 of the
Public Health Act, 1936, to be effected.






15

Summary of Sanitary Work and Improvements

Eradication of Bed Bugs

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

The number of Council houses infested ... 7
The number of Gouncil houses disinfested 7
The number of other houses infested ... 17

The number of other houses disinfested ... 17
The number of other premises disinfested 1

The methods of disinfestation employed are the
spraying with contact insecticides incorporat-
ing D.D.T., mainly ‘‘Pyagra’ or ‘‘Zaldecide’
or the use of fumigants such as ** Gimex ™ or
“ Thermatox ** fumigators. Occasionally fumi-
gation with hydrogen cyanide gas is carried out.

The furniture, etc., of prospective Council
house tenants is inspected before removal to the
Council's houses and if necessary is treated for
the eradication of bugs.

The work of disinfestation is carried out by the
local authority except when hydrogen cyanide
gas is used, when a contractor is employed.

Infectious Disease

The following number of premises have been dis-

infected after cases (or suspected cases) of infectious
disease :(—

Tuberculosis ... S |
Scarlet Fever... R L
Diphtheria 9
Cerebro Spinal Fever :
Poliomyelitis ... 5
Erysipelas 3
Pneumonia ... s 2
Encephalitis Lethargica T
Total 62

Milk (Special Designations) Regulations, 1936—1946

The number of persons licensed in the district to sell
or bottle graded milks is as follows :—

Tuberculin Tested ... oo e 4
Recradited oo o st e ==
Paategrmed s 2 o 20 4
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Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health in Respect
of the Year 1947 on the administration of the Factories
Act, 1937

Part | of the Act
1. “Inspections for purposes of provisions as to

health (including inspections made by Sanitary
Inspectors)

‘ Number Number of
Premises on Inspections Written Oeccupiers
Register notices prosecuted

(1) Factories in which
Sections 1, 2, 3, 4
and 6 are to be
enforced by Local
Authorities Tiy 5 2 - -

(1i) Factories not in-
cluded in (i) in
which Section 7 is
enforced by the
Local Authority ... 110 83 3 —_

(iti) Other Premises in
which Section 7 is
enforced by the
Local Authority
(excluding out-
workers' premises) — — -

Total S i [ a5 3

2. Cases in which defects were found

Number of cases in which defects were found.

Referred
Particulars Found Remedied To H M. By H.M.
Inspector Inspector

Want of cleanliness (8.1) — — — —
Overcrowding (8S.2) e — —
Unreasonable temperature

e
—

(8.3) ey — — — —
Inadequate ventilation
(S.4) . — —_— — —
Ineffective drainage of
floors (8S.6) — — —— —
Sanitary Conveniences (S 7)
(a) Insufficient 2 2 — --
(b) Unsuitable or
defective 2 2 — —
(r) Not separate for

sexes : e _ —_ -

Other offences ngmmt the

Aet (not including of-

fences relating to Out-

work) ... 1 1 —_— -
Total 5

Part VIII of the Aﬂt
Outwork (sections 110 and 111), nil.



