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Birth-rates. Oivilian Death-rates, Analysis of Mortality, Maternal Mertality,
and Oase-rates for certain Infectious Diseases in the year 19472.
England and Wales, London, 128 Great Towns and 148 Smaller Towns.

(Provisional Figures based on Weekily and Quarterly Returns)
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Section B. General Provisions of Health Services for the Area.
1. (1) Public Health Officers of the Authority: -

Particulars are given on page 2, at the beginning of this report.

(2) (a) Laboratory facilities:

All pathological and bacteriological services are provided by the Essex
County Council. The facilities at the Essex Public Health Laboratory,
91 Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C.4, were available to the beginning
of May, 1941, but, since then, Dr. Suckling’s Emergency Laboratory, Gidea
Park College, Gidea Park, Essex, has been used.

The analysis of water, milk and food is carried out by Dr. Bernard
Dyer and Mr. George Taylor, Public Analysts for the Borough.

(b) Ambulance facilities: —

(1) For infectious diseases. All cases requiring remnoval to
hospital are conveyed by the ambulances attached to the
hospitals.

(1) For non-infectious and accident cases. Cases of this class
are taken to hospital by either of the two ambulances

belonging to the Borough Council. A satisfactory service
is maintained throughout the district.

(¢) Nursing in the home: —
Home nursing is carried out: —
(1) By private nurses;
(ii) By district nurses working under a Committee and sup-

ported by voluntary contributions and receipts from
patients. ;
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(d) Clinics and Treatment Centres: —

Child Welfare Centres. There are five centres in the district: —

(1) St. Barnabas Church Hall, Snakes Lane.

(ii) Fuller’'s Road Sunday School.

(iii) Baptist Church Hall, Aldersbrook.

(iv) Ashton Playing Fields Pavilion, Chigwell Road.
These are supported and directed by the Borough Council,

(v) Holy Trinity Church Hall, Hermon Hill.
This is under the direction of a voluntary committee, but is subsidised

by the Council.

The following treatment centres in the district are under the control of
the County Council: —
(1) The Tuberculosis Dispensary.
(i1) The School Clinic.
(1i1)) The Orthopaedic Clinic. (Conjointly with the British Red
Cross Society).
(iv) The Mental Treatment Clinic.

These all find accommodation at The Shrubberies, High Road, South
Woodford.

(e) Hospitals. Public and Voluntary: —
Maternity.— There are no maternity hospitals in the district.

Our arrangements for the reception of maternity cases which we had
before the war with Queen Mary's Hospital, Stratford, are no longer in
operation. We are still able to send cases of Puerperal Pyrexia to the
Waltham Joint Hospital, but for other cases where the condition of the
mother or home conditions require that the mother should be removed, we
have been making arrangements to evacuate the patients to hospitals
outside the district.

Children.— There 1s a children's ward of five beds at the Woodford
Jubilee Hospital.

Infectious Diseases.——Cases of infectious diseases in Wanstead and
Woodford, which required removal, were taken to the Waltham Joint
Hospital, under the control of the Waltham Joint Hospital Board.

Since November, 1936, the Waltham Joint Hospital Board have been
willing to admit, in addition to Scarlet Fever and Diphtheria, cases of the
following diseases: —

Complicated cases of Measles, Whooping Cough, Influenza and
Pneumonia;

The acute infectious diseases of the nervous system, Meningitis,
Poliomyelitis and Encephalitis;

Typhoid and Paratyphoid Fevers;
Dysentery, Erysipelas and Ophthalmia Neonatorum;

Puerperal Pyrexia.
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Smallpox.— The London County Council are prepared to receive cases
of Smallpox from this area into the London Smallpox Hospital so long as
they have sufficient accommodation available.

2. Maternity and Child Welfare: —

(1) Midwifery and Maternity Services.— No changes have been made
in the personnel of the service. We have three Municipal Midwives work-
ing in the district. Except for ante-natal visiting they devote the whole
of their time to midwifery.

The number of cases attended by them was as follows: —

(a) As Midwives ... .

(b) As Maternity Nurses 30
Number of visits paid by these Midwives: —

(a) Number of cases ... PO |

(b) Ante-natal wvisits - ... 1,918

() Nursing visits ... ... 3380

Ante-natal Supervision.—This is given to all women attended by the
Municipal Midwives and in every case one or more examinations are made
and if necessary treatment is given by a doctor of the patient’s choice. In
necessitous cases the fees for the medical services are paid by the Council.
In 1942 payments were made to medical practitioners in 12 cases.

Cousultant.—Mr. Alan Brews, F.R.C.S., is the Consulting Obstetric
Surgeon to the Borough.

(2) Institutional Provision for Mothers or Children.—Over 50 per
cent.—546 out of 850 — births in Wanstead and Woodford occurred in

private nursing homes.

3. Health Visitors.—Miss F. Smith took up her appointment in
January.

The following particulars of the work done by the Health Visitors are
taken from Form M.C.W.96 (Revised), which was sent to the Ministry of
Health in advance of this report.

Number of visits paid during the year by the Health Visitors: —
(a) To children under one year of age: —

First visits ... .. 093
Total visits ... O v S
(b) To children between the ages of one and five years: —
Total wvisits ... e ... 3,080

Infant Welfare Centres.—The following attendances were recorded at
the five Centres serving the Wanstead and Woodford residents: —

(a) Children under one year of age .. i BT D
(b) Children between the ages of one and five years 10,494
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4. Child Life Protection.—The Health Visitors are appointed Child
Life Protection Visitors under Part VII of the Public Heaith Act, 1936.

There were eight foster-mothers and ten foster-children on the
Register at the end of the year.

A total of 101 visits were paid by the Visitors.

5. (a) Arrangements for Dental Cases.—Arrangements were made
with the local dentists in 1937 to undertake the dental treatment of expectant
and nursing mothers and children under school age. Their charges are on
an agreed scale and the fees payable by the patients are assessed according
to their means, on a scale similar to that of the Essex County Council.

During the year 1942, three mothers and five children were treated
under this Scheme.

(b) Arrangements for Orthopaedic cases.— There is an orthopaedic
clinic at the Shrubberies, High Road, South Woodford, directed conjointly
by the British Red Cross Society and the Essex County Council.

Section C. Sanitary Circumstances of the Area.

1. (1) Water Supply.-The water service throughout the district is
supplied by the Metropolitan Water Board,

(2) Drainage and Sewerage.—There have been no important exten-
sions of sewerage or improvements made in the arrangements for drainage,
sewerage and sewage disposal.

2. Rivers and Streams.— The results of the analyses of samples of effluent
from the three sewage works were satisfactory.

3. (1) Closet Accommodation.—With the exception of four isolated
dwellings, house drainage throughout the district is conducted on the water

carriage system.
(2) Public Cleansing.— The collection and disposal of house refuse
has continued to be carried out under contract requiring the maintenance

of a weekly collsztion throughout the district and the disposal of the refuse
under controlled tipping conditions, subject to prevailing salvage operations.

Kitchen waste is collected and delivered to the County Borough ol
East Ham for processing for the purposes of animal food, in accordance with
the Ministry of Supply direction.

(3) Sanitary Inspection of the Area—The Report of the Senior
Sanitary Inspector is included at the end of this Section.

(4) Shops and Offices.— Under the provisions of the Shops Acts,
1934, a total of fifty-two shop inspections were recorded. Improvements
with regard to ventilation and temperature of shops and to sanitary con-
veniences were effected upon two premises.
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carrying on the business of a wholesale dealer in margarine.

Bakehouses.—There are fourteen bakehouses in the district: two of
these are underground bakehouses. Twenty-seven inspections were made
and the provisions of the Bakehouse Regulations were observed
satisfactorily.

Section F. Prevalence of, and Control over, Infectious and other
Diseases.

1. (a) Scarlet Fever.—Seventy-nine cases were notified. No deaths
occurred.

(b) Diphtheria.— Three cases were notified. No deaths occurred.

Diphtheria Immunisation.—The numbers of completed inocula-
tions made during the year were: —Children under 5 years, 741; children
over 5 years but under 15 vears, 699

() Puerperal Pyrexia— Twelve cases were notified, nine of these
occurred in the district and were removed to the Waltham Joint Hospital,
and the other three were notified from hospitals in the Metropolitan area.
No deaths occurred.

(d) Typhoid and Paratyphoid Fevers—One case of paratyphoid
was notified as occurring.

(€) Dysentry.—Seven cases were notified. There were no deaths.

(f) Cerebro-Spinal Fever—Eight cases were notified as occuring
~in the district. Two were removed to the Waltham Joint Hospital and five
to hospitals outside the district.

(g) Encephalitis Lethargica.—One case was notified, and died in a
hospital outside the district.

Particulars of the incidence of notifiable diseases during 1942 are
contained in an accompanying table.

2. (a) Disinfection and Disinfestation.—The disinfection of bedding
and similar articles is done by the saturated steam process in a cylindrical
horizontal steel “ Thresh " disinfector; infected premises are sprayed with
formalin and fumigated by burning formalin tablets,

Number of rooms disinfected 170
Number of verminous rooms disinfected ... 22
Loads of bedding disinfected 196
Loads of bedding disinfected for Chigwell U.D.C. ... 4
Number of School classrooms disinfected ... - 10

(¢) Tuberculosis.—Public Health (Prevention of Tuberculosis)
Regulations, 1925, and the Public Health Act, 1936, section 172. No





















