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ANNUAL BEFPCRT
of the

Medical Officer of Health
l9 4 0.

To the Mayor, sAldermen and Councillors
of the Borough of Wimbledon.

Mr. Mayor, Ladles and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to submit the Annual Report on the work of
the Public Health Department for the year ended 31st December, 1940.
The Report for 1940 is an ordinary report compiled in accordance
with the instructions ccntained in Circular 2314 of the Ministry of
Health.

STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS: OF THE AREA.

Area (in acres - Census, 1931) Ak L5 ae 3,221

Population (Census, 1931) .s e o .+ 09,584
Resident Population (Estimated Mid-1940 R.G.)
For calculation of birth rates) e 49,910
i ]

" death rates)
Number of inhabited houses:-

1921 (Census ‘e S A o .e . 11,928

1931 (Census . s ‘e ‘e se .o .e 13,325
Number of families or separate occuplers:=-

lgal [GEIIELIE] L & L L ] L L] 15’995

1931 {Gﬂnﬂuﬂj .w . . . . -u 15,883

Rateable Value:- £829,430

Sum represented by a penny rate:- £3,456.

Extracts from Vital Statistics of the Year 1940.
[Reglstrar-General's Figures)

For Calculation of

Infantile Mor= Birth Rate
tality, etc.
Total M. F. Total M. P.
(Legitimate 552 279 273 “585 300 285
Live Births (Illegitimate 24 15 9 24 15 9
{Totel .. ., O76 294 288 609 315 294

Birth Rate per 1,000 of the estimated reslident
Pﬂpulatiﬂﬂ . - - w @ . ®

Total M. Fa

Lﬂgitimﬂte " . Ig E IE

Stillbirths (Illegitimate S Y A
( Total SR K 21 7 14

Rate per 1,000 total (live snd still) births .. .. 53,33

Tatal M. K.
Deaths o A L ¥3 M .. Beg 406 422

Death rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident
papul&tioﬂ - e e W # e ' . 13,92
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Deaths from puerperal causes (Headings 29 and 30 of the
Registrar-General's Short List):-

Rate per 1,000
Deaths (live & still)
Nos 29 P\lﬂrp&rﬂl & post= ..
abortive sepsis 1 1.67
Ho. 30 Othar maternal causes - -
Tﬂtal - N ] - e 1 l-ﬁl?

Death Rate of Infants under one year of age:-—
All infants per 1,000 live births o e
Legltimate inf “anta per 1,000 legltimate 11ve hirths .

Illegitimatles infants per l 000 1llegitimets live births
Dcaths from (: * (all ages) s . e . .a
n ﬂf* IL (all ages) . e » G

13
Li

Whooping Cough (all ages}
Diarrhoea (under 2 years of aga]

Birth Rates, Civilian Death Rates
Maternel Death Entez, and Case Rates

4

total
births

oe 43,40
«s 06,23
- .Emvﬁa

106

L
& w
—

gases 1n the Year, 1940.

(Provisional figures based on weekly and quarterly returns)

L
I Wim- | England 126 C.0's | 148 Smal< London R
! ble= | (3 | & Great | ler towns| Adminise
don. | Wales | Townsa in-![Resi- ' trative
i cluding | dent popr| County
I London | 25,000 -
|50,Dﬂ0
| at 1931
| Genaua}
Rates jper 1,000 Civilian Population _
Iive Births e S 12.20 1.6 16,0 I 15,7 i
Still Births . 0.42 0.55 0.64 | 0.55 Oud4d
Deaths:=- i
All Causes i 13,928 14,3 15:8 | 12,8 17,8
Typhoid & Paratyphoid 0. 00 0.00 0. 00 i 0,00 0.00
Small-pox o - - - - -
HEEE].BE .. . 0. 00 'D.GE 0. 02 Ca 02 rﬂ.f}l
Searlet Fever .. u 0.08 0. 00 0. 00 0. 00 0. 00
Whooping Cough S 0.00 0. 02 0. 02 0. 02 0. 00
Diphtheria = e 0.08 0. 06 0. 07 | 0s05 0s 01
Influenza - 0.20 | 0.2 | 0.89 | 0,30 0.18
Violence . Ve 2,70 = ¥ T #
Hotifications:-
Emﬂ. *PDI - L L G'GU - | - o
Secarlet Fever .. e 0.80 1.683 1.53 | 157 0.82
Diphtheria ex  ne OplB | delf: |\ LaB9 o g0 fleEl 0.61
Enteric Fever .. . 0,358 0. 07 : 0. 06 | 0.10 0. 06
Erysipelas . .o 0.22 0,33 ! 0.36 I 0,30 0:.35
Fneumonia ol i 0.46 1.20 1.37 1 3500 0.87
Rates per 1,000 ILive Births
Infant Mortality:-
Deaths under 1 yr.of age| 43 55 Bl 54 50
Deaths from Diarrhoea & Y | : : o X
Enteritis (under two l |
years of age).. .o 8.8 4.6 { 5.9 | 44 5.8
Maternal Mortalit |
[Excluding Abortion):- ' .
PuefFEFEI‘IﬁTEETE?ET" 1¢?Eg : 1 |
Others .e . 0.00 * i ¥ § B | *
Total .e . l.?E]’ i
| |
|

3,




Maternal Mortalit
(Exeluding sbortion):=-

Rates per 1,000 Total Births (i.e.,,
Live and Still)

——. <-el]

|

Puerperal Infection .. | 1.67 | 0.52) ¥ * ! ¥
UthEI"E L] L L] | Gl DD 1054} |
Total e R 1.67 | 2.18) |

| f :

Notifications:=- ] i i ! g
Puerperal rever . 10,05 [11.96 3.9 9,73 | '
L Pyrexda .. )| | Compe | 13523

® Mot avallable.

Births.- The statisties supplied by the Registrar-General
show that during 1940 the total number of registered live births
belonging to Wimbledon amounted to six hundred and nine, {three
hundred and fiftecn males and two hundred and ninety-four females).
This gives a birth rate equal to 12,20 per thousand of the popu-
lation. Twenty-four of the births were illegitimate, Of this
number fifteen were males and nine females. In addition, twenty=
one stillbirths (seven males and fourteen females) were registered.

Public Health act, 1936 - Notification of Births.

During the year, five hundred and elght-eight births were
notified by the following personsi-

Parents . - o 3
Midwives .. 3% os JDE
BGGtDI'E LR - & L] 13
Other persons .. sa B3O

Tﬂtﬂ. 1 Ll - 535

Twelve of these notifications were in respect of stillbirths.

Of the five hundred and eighty-eight notifications, two hundred
and eighty-six were received from Medicael Officers of Health of
outside areas, and related to births which had occurred to
Wimbledon residents confined outside the Borough. Similarly,
forty-seven confinements occurred in VWimbledon zmongst women
whose homes were sltuated in other districts., The net number of
notified births belonging to Wimbledon is therefore five hundred
and forty-one,

Deaths.- The total number of deaths registered in the distriot
was 81¥ hundred and seventy-three (three hundred and twelve males
and three hundred and sixty-one females), equal to a death rate of
13,48 per thousand of the population.

The deaths occurring outside the district, of persons belonging
to this Borough were three hundred and three.

The deaths occurring within the district, of persons not
belonging thereto were one hundred and feorty-eight.

Taking these figures lnto consideration, the total number of
deaths properly belonging to Wimbledon is eight hundred and twenty-
glght and the crude death rate 16,58 per thousand of the population.

The death rate shows an increase on the figure for the
previous year.
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The crude death rate is, strietly speaking, not comparable
with the figure for BEngland and ¥Wales, In order to provide for
this the Reglstrar-General has introduced an areal comparability
factor. This factor, for Wimbledon 1s 0.84. The adjusted death
rate for Wimbledon for 1940 is consequently 13,92 per thousand of
the population as compared with a figure of 14.3 per thousand for
En-lond and Wales.

CAUSES OF DEATH.
Males Females Total

l. Typhold and paratyphoid fevers

2. Cerebro-gpinal fover 5 il % B i 3
J, oOcarlet fever.,. o e o " = 1 1
4! whﬂﬂpin@ Gﬂﬂgh L) - o & W - - -
5. Diphtheria i ok N i i 1
&. Tuberculosis of rusplratary syetem 15 & 21
7: Other forms of tuberculosia .. ok 1 e o
8, OSyphilitic diseases .. e . s & - 4
9, Influenza “in ik il R o ) n 10
lﬂi L’G&EIBS LN - L. i -
11. Acute pnltumyLlitis & polio- =
encephalitis g e 1 - 1
12. Acute infectious encephalitis . 1t - 1
13.M Cancer of buccal cavity and . -.
gesophagus (males only) .. .o 3 - 3
13.F Cancer of uterus .. Py - i 7
14. Cancer of stomach and ﬁundenum ’e 8 & 14
15. Cancer of breast .. i % - 10 10
16. Cancer of all other Eitaa i . 36 36 72
17. Diabetes . oty ain 3 B <]
18. Intra=cranial ?as¢ular lesions ' 30 e 62
19. Heart disease iy 96 104 200
20. Other dissases of tha cirnulatory
system . . .o .o .e 9 16 25
2l. Bronchitls e " Ve il . bt a7 49
22. FPneumonia oy . s 20 16 38
23. Other respiratory diseases o2 8 5] 13
24. Ulcer of the stomach or duocdenum .. 14 4 18
85. Diarrhozsa (under 2 years of age) .. 3 2 5
26. Appendicitis .. . o e 2 - 2
27. Other digestive diaeasea .o oo 10 12 28
28. HNephritis s . e 9 22 21
29, Puerperal and post-aburtive aepais = 1 1
30, Other maternal causes .. " " - - =
31. Premature birth s ol 3 2 B
32. Congenital malrurmations birth
injury, infantile ﬂiseaSE wa 7 2 9
33, Suicide .. i e i 2 7 9
34, Road traffic acoldents .. .. .. 6 1 7
35, Other violent causes o i AL &1 58 119
38, All other causea .. S Epcs o 27 42 B9
Totals .. +. 406 422 - 828

Over half the total deaths which occurred amongst Wimbledon
residents in 1940 were due to cancer, diseases of the heart and
circulation, and diseases of the respiratory system.

Infantile Mortality.

There were twenty-five infant deaths (including transferable
deaths) giving an Infantile Mortality Rate of forty-three per
thousand live births. In 1939 the figure was twenty-nine per
thousand. During 1940 the Infantile Mortality Rate for England
end Wales was fifty-five.
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GENERAL PROVISION (F HEALTH SHERVICIS
FOR THE AREA.
Laboratory Faclilities.

The Corporation employ a part-time bacteriologist for the
gxamination of pathological specimens.

In addition, the laboratory provided at the Health Centre is
utilised for the examination of pathological specimens from the
Infectious Disecases Hospital. This work is carried out by the
staff of the Publisd Health Department.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE

The total number of visits paid by the Health Visitors during
1940, amounted to 7,218, the figure for the previocus year being
7,179,

Details of the home wisits carried out are given belowi-

Wumber of Infants visited - First visits i W 530

Number of Infants visited - Re-visits - . 1,380

Number of Toddlers visited .. . . - i 2,083

Ante-natal - First visits H B ) e 320

ﬂntﬁ—ﬂﬂt&l =t HE"-I‘.‘].EitE . C " ® E] lgﬁ

Visits re Infant Deaths W - Ve .e ‘e 15

" " 8tillbirthe <. .s .n P as 15

= " Ophthalmia Neonatorum .. . .o 13

¥ " Puerperal Pyrexia .. o i e i 4

” # Non-notifiable Infectious Diseasesn 1

i W Milk applications .. 1 2 . ¥ &0

) " Foster Children e .. i e W 142

it W Midwlives 5 e s - s i

Miscellaneous = e 9 e i SE8
Total welfare visits .. 5, (G8

Visits - School Medical Service . A e i a5

Tuberculosis - Home Visits .. i : i . Bd

Visits to NHursing Homes S : 2 e g 24

Other visits e e — . . i 4 125
Ineffectual visits Vie S idi ooy P 992 2,180
Total visits 7,218

The Maternity and Child Welfare Centres remained open through-

out the year. it Pelham Hoad
held.
and at the Friday seszions 69.
average weekly attendance was

the Wandle Park Centre was 57,

Ante-natal Clinic.

Centre two sessions per week were

The average attendance at the Tuesday sessions was 59,46

At the Cottenhem Park Centre the
The average attendance at

57.
2B, BE.
24,

The Pelham Road Ante-natal Clinic was held weekly and the

average attendance was 13.46,

At the weekly Ante-natal Clinic at

Wandle Park, which was re-started in January, 1940, there was an

average attendance of 6,95

Midwifery and Maternity Services - Midwives Ace, 1938.

A service of whole=time domiciliary midwives is provided by the

Wimbledon District Nursing and
ment with the Couneil.

Midwifery sAssociation under an agree-

-



Midwives Acts, 1902-1936.

The Council is the Local Supervising Authority for the Midwives
Acts in Wimbledon.

There were Seven practising midwlves in Wwimbleden at the end
of 1940, one of whom was resident outside the Borough.

One hundred and sirxty-three confinements were attended by mide
wives and twenty-five by maternity nurses.

Medical Aid forms were received in seventy-five instancea.

The total foes paid to doetors by the Corporation during the
year under Section 14 (1) of the Kidwives Act, 1918, amounted to
£101l. 158, 6d. The amount recovered from the patients' relatives
was £44, 5s. Ba,

Public Heallh Act, 1938 (Child Life Prat_-entiun“ Children
and Young Fersons ach, ldar; ChILdren ACt, T =
The following 1Tigules relate hto Lhe edministration ol the above
Acts in Wimbledon during 1940.

(i) Number of foster-mothers on the Register -
{a) At the beginning of the year s 24
(b) At the end of the year.. e e 2l

(ii) Number of children on the Register -

a} At the beginning of the year o 56
b) At the end of the year .n * 40
¢) Who died during the year .. . -
(d) On whom inguests were held

during the year .e oo . -

Every foster-child was visited regularly. In all, one hundred
and forty=two visits were made to the homes of foster-mothers.

Treatment Facilitiesa.- The Minor Ailment, Qphthalmic,
Orthopaedic and Aural Clinies remained open throughout the year.

Facilities for the operative treatment of tonsils and adenoids
remained avallable through the usual channels,

Ophthalmia Neonatorum.- The following table shows that three
cases of ophthalmia neonatorum were notified.

In no case did any impairment of wision ocour.

CAS ES

Vision Visien Total Deatha
Notified Lhemvay Unim= | Impaired | Blindness

At Home | Hospital|paired.

3 3 - 3 - - -

Maternal Mortality.

There was cne maternal death amongst Wimbledon mothers in 1940.
This occurred in a hospital outside the district and was due to
general peritonitis and septic abortion.

During 1939 one maternal death occurred.
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The following table gives the maternal mortality rates for
Wimbledon and also for England and Walesi=

19 400 Puerperal Others Total
Infection.
Wimbledon:
Per 1000 Live Births 1+73 0. 00 1.73
Per IOCID Total Births 1.67 Qs 00 1.67

England & Wales:
Per 1000 Total Births 0,58 l.84 2.16

Hospital Treatment for Complicated Obstetric Cases.-
During Eﬁ@ﬂ fwenty-two patients recelved treatment under this

Scheme.

The eost of maintenance and treatment of these patlents
amounted to £182. 0, 0d. of which £39. 0s., 0d. was recovered
from the relatives.

Supply of Milk to Expectant and Nursing Mothers and Infants.-
During 1940,4,140; gallons of fresh milk and 996 1ba, of dried
milk, cod llver 011 and malt etc., were supplied under the
Maternity and Child Welfare Scheme. The National Milk Scheme
camé into operation at the end of July, and this is administered
through the Ministry of Food.

Dental Treatment.

Dental treatment is available for children under school age,
and for nursing and expectant mothers. This Clinic continued
without interruption throughout the year,

Municipal Day Nursery.- On the outbreak of war the Nursery was

avaﬂu&Eeﬁ to Arundel. In September 1940 the Nursery was trans=
ferred to Hinhead, and is now administered by the Surrey County

Council on bshalf of the Wimbledon Council.

Visits were pald to the Nursery by the Chairman of the Wimble=
don Maternity & Child Welfare Committee and the Medical (Officer
of Health as circumstances permitted.

ﬂﬂgsini Homes Registration Act, 1927, Public Health Act, 1956 -
E.I" -

The Wimbledon Borough Council is responsible for the supervision
of nursing homes in Wimbledon. At the end of the year there were
oleven registered nursing homes.

Twenty=three visits of inspection were made.
SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

Sanitary Inspection of District.- The following iz a
statement sﬁowing the number ﬂué nature of inspections made for
the year 1940.
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Reason of Visit. He.

L Infeetious Dizeasas e “a e e *a o886
Hﬂuﬂﬂ Inspﬁﬁtiﬂns - w . .n -w .a 4338
Inspections under Housing scts 1958 .. e 2829
HC!U.S'E tﬂ Hﬂuse Inﬂpﬂﬂtiﬂnﬂ o W - o 598
Rent Act Inspections .. ‘e .y .e .s <]
Houses Let in Lodgings Inspections .. .e -
Inspeetion of Factories, Workshops, Work-

places and Outworkers' premiscs . R 120
Dairles and Cowsheds Inspections .a e 78
Inspections under Shops acts .o .e se 131

Application of Tests to Dreins ., il i 56
Inspeotions under Diseascs of animals' Acta 7
Obtaining Samples of Foods and Drugs .. i 121
Miscellaneous (including Inspections of Food,
dlaughterhouses, mews, stables, caravans,
Petroleum Acts, water supply, Plggeries,
mosquitoos, eto,.) . .e .e . «s 1590

Total os 7642

.

Notices Scrved.- One thousand and six preliminary notices or
int#mations wWore surved during the year.

It was found nccessary to scrve two hundred and fortr Statutory
Noticaes,

House InsEauEion.u The following table gives a summary of the
nuisances abate . the sanitary improvencnts carried out, together
with the defects remedied, as a result of house to house inspesction
under the supervision of Ehﬂ Sanitary Inspeotorsi=

Acocunulations removed Wi i o &5

Cisterns provided . .w . . 1
Cisterns repaired, cleansad or coverod .. )
Drains, new, provided ., .. o 38

Drainage systoms made water-tight by patent
Drocoss . w .- . " a e x]
Drains, repaired or altered .. .o .e 29
Drains, stoppages removed - .. ‘e &0

Dustbine provided .. . e .o i «e. E8B6
Flushing cisterns, new, provided .. w13
Flushing eisterns repaired .e .s ’e 45
Kanure receptacles provided "e . 1
Rain-wator pipes disconncoted . ‘s 2
Roofs TUPﬂirﬁd s ww W s @ 200
Rooms stripped and clcansed .. ‘e «s O67
Verminous rooms cleansed . ‘e . 71
Soilpipes, new, provided - ve .e 6
8oilpipes, rcpaired or altered e == 7

Vent pipes, new, provided . .. .e 6
Vent pipes, rcpalred or alterad 'e .e 8
Wasto pipes, new, provided ,, T T
Waste pipes, repaired, disconnceted or

trapped . - . 2 - . e 15
Water-closets, new, provided .. - ‘e 57
Water=-closots, repaired or ventilated .. =
Water services restored .. .s . os 77
Yards paved s we ae e . " 8
Yards rcpaired Win . i . i 63
Guttering repaired .. .o va .o .k 81
Floors ventilated .. B ik e bk 17
Nuisancos from damp walls abated . «e 009

Sinks provided e i oot o e R
ﬂthﬂr HUisanﬁeﬂ ' . .. E] - w 1313
Roome disinfected .. e e i ie Ok

e =

Total o 4 3,356
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FACTORIES, WDRKSHOPS AND WORKPLACES.

l. Inspections for purposcs of provisions as to health.
Number of
Premiacs.
Inapec-| Written| Prosccu~=
tions. |Notices| tions.
Factories with mechanical power 81 B -
Fadories without mechanieal power 8 - -
Other Premises under the Act (inclu=
ding works of building and engi-
neering construction but not
including outworkers' preomises) - - -
T-’_'.lt-al & ® Ll oW W Eg E _—

2. Defeoots found.

Number of De

feots.

Pros-

Particulars

Feound

Remedied

Raferred
tﬂ HEMO
Inspec=

Q0=
tions.

tor

Want of Cleanliness (S.1)

Overcrowding (S.2) ..

Unreasonable tempcrature {E 5)

Inadequate ventilation (S.4)

In?ffeTtiva drainage of floors
E.ﬁ LI L]

Sanitary ﬂanvanianes (2. ?}
Inﬂuffiﬂibnt - . L ]
Unsuitable or Defeetive
Hot scparata for Sexca ..

Other Offences .. Hm

(Exeluding offcences rela=-
ting to outwork and off-
ences under the Scections
mentioned in the Sechedule
to the Ministry of Health
(Factorics and Workshops)
Order, 1921, and re-enacted
in the Third Schedule to
the Factories Act, 1937)

=1

H Ml

1 el I Y-

v I T |

[ [ T |

]

LIS ol B

R B |

Tut&ls - . L

Cutwork in Unwholesome Premises - (Seetion 108).

Hature of work

Instances

Notices
Served.

Prosetu=
ticns

Wearing Apparel - Making, eteo.

ﬂthﬁrﬂ L L

L] L]

Outwork in Infected Premises - Scetions 108=110 ..

10.

&

® Hil'




HOME WORK.

Lista roceivedi- :
Twice in the yoar “u ' .n e . e 2
Number of Outworkors e e "e e i 5
ﬂnﬂﬁ in t‘ha ﬁ'ﬂ&r‘ O LI o @ L - L] lﬂ
Number of Outworkers " e . "o as 1B
Number of Qutworkers' Premises on rogister iR L
Number of addresses roceived from other
cnuﬂﬂilﬂ & 'Y W .. .- " w l? d
Number of addresses forwarded to other
Councils WE s e i e e 3
Notices served on occupiers as to keeping or
Sﬁ'ﬂﬂiﬂg J.iﬂt-ﬂ LI 1 s L ] - a L & &
Prosecutions = failing to keep Outworkerst! Lists
Frosecutions - failing to furnish lists .. .y -
Inspecetions of Outworiters' Premises .e N
Number of unwholesome premises .u . .e -
Notices scrved to remedy .. - e .e e -

OTHER MATTERS.

Underground Bakehouses in use at the end

ﬂf thﬂ Fﬂ&r ] - m ] " ¥ W E
Matters notified to H.M. Inspeotor of Faoctories:-
Failure to affix .bstractas of Act .. e ou Nl
Action teken in matters Notified by H.M.
referred by H.M. Inspector .. «n Nil

Inspector as remedial ) Reports of actien
under the Publie Health) taken sent to
Acts, ) "H.M. Ingpector .. Nil

HOUSING.

Number of dwelling-houses inspected and recorded
under the Housing Consolidated Regulations, 1925 snd 1932.. 124
Humber of inspections made for the purpose i vs 098

Housing aet, 1936.~- Part IV.- Overcrowding:-

(a) (1) Number of dwellings overcrowded at the
end of the year .. "o e . " .e 2
%2} Number of families dwelling therein .. o 46
3) Number of persons dwelling therein . +s 248

(b) Number of new cases of overcrowding
reported during the year A i . - -

(e) (1) Number of cases of overcrowding
relieved during the year . . . . 12
(2) Number of persons concerned in such cases .. 68%

(d) Particulars of any cases in which dwelling
houses have again become overerowded after
the local authority have taken steps for
the abatement of overcrowding B . s Nil

ATR RAID SHELTERS.

Two hundred and seventy visits were paid to air raid shelters
in the Borough. One hundred of these were carried out by the
Medical Offlcer of Health or his Deputy, seventy-eight by the
Sanitary Inspectors, and eighty=-two by ﬁhe Health Visiters, In
scventy-four insteances defects due to inadequate lighting or venti-
lation, dempness, uncleanliness, or sanitary accommodation were
reported to the A.R.P. Department for attention.
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INSFECTION AND SUZERVIBION OF FOOD.

Milk Supply.- Practically all the milk for retail sale is
brought in area from othor districts.

The number of licences granted under the Milk (Special
Designations) Order, 1936, was as follows:-

Pasteuriser's Licence .. ok .oh - 1
Daeslers Licances:

mhﬁt"ﬂ\]lin Taﬂtﬂd Lﬂ.lk o w - " L] 4
Ecﬂrﬁﬂitﬂﬂ. !-‘-:ilk - .. " . =
Pasteurised Milk.. e ‘ T 2]
Supplementary Licences .. e . 4

Bacteriological Exemination.- Eleven samples of milk were
taken Tor EacEarEuInEioaI cxamination under the Milk (Special
Designations) Order.

Food end Drugs Act, 1938.

The Council became the Local Authority under this Act on
1st October, 1939.

Sixty-three samples were taken up to the end of the year.

FREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER
INFECTIOUS AND OTH=R DISEASES.

During 1940, two hundred and sixty-one cases of infectious
disease were notified. These were seventy-four more than in 1939.
This increase is almost entirely due to the addition of measles,
whopping cough and food poisoning to the list of compulsorily
notifiasble discases. For seversl years the incidence of notifislle
infectlious ‘disease in Wimbletfon Has been low.

Scarlet Fever.- Forty ocases of scarlcet fever were notified,
fourtcen less than in 1939, The attack rate was 0.80 per thousand
of the population. One death from scarlet fever occcurred in a
Wimbledon resident outside the Borough,

Thirty-two, or B0.00 per cant of the cases were treated in
hospital. There was one death from this discase,

Diphtheria.- The number of cases of diphtheria showed a
marked decroase, there being only nine notifications in 1940 as
compared with twenty-four in the previous year. The attack rate
was 0.18 per thousand of the population,

All the patients received hospital treatment. There was one
death.

Diphtheria Immnisation.- Soessions of the Immunisation Clinie
were held overy saturday morning at the Heoalth Centre.

Twoelve children woro Schick tostod. Seven werc found to be
positive and then immunised. The total number of children immunised
was thirty-nine. In all, one hundrod and cighty-eight attendances
were made for this purpose. Nine childron attended for a subsequent
Schick tost. In all casos they werc found to be Schick negative.

ggtmria Fever.- In August, several cases of paratyphold fever
were no ed, and notifications continued to be received during
September. In all, ninoteen cases of paratyphoid feveor were
notified to the Department. In the investigations which ensued the
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staff of a large restaurant camc under suspicion. A very large
number of samples of blood and exerota woro submitted to oxaminstion
and sevoral carriers werc dotecetod and lgolated. The assiatance of
Dr. Bamforth of the Ministrvts Imergeney Laboratory at Richmond was

of great valuc in dealing with this outbroak. It was quickly brought
under control and a detailed report was submitted in duc course to the
Ministry of Hgalth. Ong patiant, a girl aged oight years, has
remainod a persistent ecerricr of vraratyphoid baollli,

Food Poisoning.- This bocame e notifiable discasc on 3rd October,
1959, Tour notifications werce ruccivod during the year. These were
all members of ons family,

Lorcbro-Spinal ¥over.- Twelve eases of this disease were
notified, ALYl the patlonts were treated in hospital, There were
threc deaths,

g%xsinulas.- Notifications were reeccived in respect of cleven
cases ol orysipelas., Four paticnts were treated in Hospital.

Ehargaral Tyroria.- Six cascs of pucrperal pyroxia were
notified. our of thcsc patients were ramoved to Hospital.
There was no death from puerperel sepsis amongst the six

petients notified under the Regulations.,

Measles.~- Fifty-six cases of measles wore notified. Eloven
of these were removed to hospital., There were no deaths.

Uhm.:Eing l‘.‘buﬁlql'.- There were only ten cases of this diseanse
notifie n i casos were treuted in hospitzl. Thore wore
no deaths.
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WIMBLEDON INFECTICUS CTSRASTS ©OSFLTA .

One hundred end ninsty-s1X cuscs were aémitted to tho
Infectious Diseases Hospital during 1340, As thora ware ton cases
in hospital at the end of 1939, the total.number Of cnoea urdor
treatment during ths year omounted to twe hundred snd six. One
hundred and fourtcen of these cases were Trom Wimbledon, and ninety-
two from Kingston.

Of the two hundred and s8ix patients under treatment seventy-
one were suffering from scarlet fever, twenty-nine from diphtharia
and twenty-one from vepnbro-spinal meningitis, sixteen from enterie
fever, thirty-eight from measles and thirty-one from other diseases.

There were seven deaths during the year, one of which was due
to diphtheria, five to cerebro-spinal meningitis and cne to tuber-
culous meningitis.

Fifteen patients remained in hospital at the end of 1940,
Ten of these were suffering from scarlet fever, two from measles,
one from whorping cough, one from gerebro-spinal meningitis and
ocne from erysipelns.

In conecluding this report I should like to express my deep
appreciation to the Chairman and members of the Public Health
and Maternity and Child Velfare Committees for the consideration
and courtesy whiech they have again shown me during 1840.

It ie also a pleasure to draw attention to the help and
co-operation which I have received from all members of the staff.

I have the honour to be

Your obedient servant,

HAROLD ELLIS.
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