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Borough of TWimbledon

—

Public Health Department

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

Medical Officer of Health

FORE THE

Year ended 31st December, 1938

To the Mayor, Aldermen, and Councillors
of the Borough of Wimbledon.

Mg. MayORr, LapiEs aND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to submit the Annual Report on the
work of the Public Health Department for the year ending
31st December, 1938, The Report for 1938 is an ordinary
Report, set out on the lines suggested in Cireular 1728 of
the Ministry of Health.



STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS
OF THE AREA

Area (in acres—Census, 1931) 3,221
Population (Census, 1931) ... 59,524
Population (Estimated, 1938, R.Gi.) ... HH,680

Number of inhabited houses :—-

1921 (Census) ... 11,926

1931 (Census) ... 13,325

1938 (According to Rate Books) ... 16,300
Number of families or separate occupiers :—

1921 (Census) ... 13,998

1931 (Census) ... 15,883

Rateable Value :—£804 402,
sum represented by a penny rate :—£3,351.

Social Conditions.—During recent years a large number of
flats have been erected, particularly north of the railway.
Many of the residents of the Borough are engaged in profes-
sional and commereial oeeupations.

In the southern part of the Borough there are a number
of factories, three hundred and twenty-six premises being
registered under the Factories Aet 1937, Most of these premises
are small. They include eighteen laundries which employ a
large number of women. In addition, there are leather works,
gas mantle works, tool and file works, and railway stock and
repair depots, which also employ a considerable number of
people,

The nature of the work carried on in these factories and
workshops does not exert any influence on the public health
of the town.

The figures for unemployment amongst Wimbledon
residents registered at the Employment Exchange at the end
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of the year show an increase of three hundred and eighty-nine
as compared with those at the same date in 1937. The follow-
ing table shows the position with regard to unemployment for

the past eight years:—

Classification
D Blnth = —— e Total
e Male Male Female | Female
Adults Juveniles Adults | Juveniles
1831 1.266 a4 I 253 a6 1.589
1932 1.484 78 | 278 56 1,641
19383 1,248 23 | 280 T 1,508
1 |
1934 1,088 24 | 830 19 1 461
1985 B10 17 225 a4 1,006
1936 600 10 130 156 Ta56
19487 750 16 14 11 949
1938 1,008 23 (] 20 1,311

Extracts from Vital Statistics of the Year 1038,
(Registrar-General’s Figures).

Total. AL F.

Legitimate i 666 320 346

Live Births { Illegitimate ... 32 19 13
Total ... 698 339 359

Birth Rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident
population
Total. M. F.

Liegitimate ks 22 17 5]

Stillbirths [Megitimate ... 2 1 1
l Totat @ < 24 18 6

Rate per 1,000 total (live and still) births

2

11.89

33.24






Birth Rates, Death Rates, Analysis of Mortality, Maternal
Death Rates, and Case Rates for Certain Infectious Diseases
in the Year 1938.

(Frovrsional Figures based on Weekly and Quarterly Returns).

By E
# = = "y
s | eg (BEF) 3
; = | E8% |2E8F =
3 T |57 |88 EF
= = =g =R 8l BE
E = ERE |S=8 22
= | & |&3f |B8s8|
5 bl I h ) -
= i e | =
o = I 3
. Rates per 1,000 ' Population
|
Births:
Live ... 11.89 15.1 15.0 15.4 13.4
Btill ... 0.40 0. G0 (.65 (.60 I (.43
!Daalhs: - -
All Causes ... 10.78 i B i s e M 1 i 11.4
Typhoid and Para- . ' |
~ typhoid Fevers ... 0.00 0.00 | 00K 0.00 |  0.00
Smallpox ... — 000 a1 1Ll -
Measles 0.06 0.04 LR 0.03 0.06
Scarlet Fever 0.00 0.01 .01 0.01 | 0.01
W hmgﬂl‘:;_._, Cough ... 0.01 0.03 | 0.08 0.02 0.08
Diphtheria ... ; 0.03 007 | 007 | 0.06 ‘ 0.05
Influenza ... .. 0.15 (.11 0.10 | 011 ( 0.06
Violence ik e 0.64 . ¥ plEs - *
|
|Notifications: . !
Eimnllpox1 — 0.00 | 0D.00 0.00 | —_
Scarlet Fever 0.93 2 41 260 | 258 2 05
Diphtheria ... 0.63 1.58 1.85 1.53 1.90)
I*:ntﬂ_l*lc Fever 0.01 0.03 (.03 0,0l 0.05
L;a-}-emela;a 0.39 (.40 (1.4 0.35 0.46
Ppneamonia ... 0.35 110 | 3.928 .08 .62
Rates per 1.000 Live Births
Infant Mortality: e T T iy = Pt | e
De.;:ths under 1 year .
of age oy 45 53 57 51 '
Deaths from Diar- : = : i
rhea and Enteritis
(undertwo yvears of
age) 4.29 h.5 T8 36 | 13.1
Maternal Mortality:
Puerperal Sepsizs ... 2 86 nag |
Others e i 0.00 2,19 | } * *
Total .. 2.86 3.08 |
Rates per 1,000 Total Births (i.e., Live and
Er ol ! Still)
Maternal Mortality: R T
Puerperal qeqmm 277 0.86 ()
Others 0.00 11 | *® * | *
Total . 2.77 297 |1
Nnﬁiﬁcnﬂan;: -
uerperal Fever ... p = 3.53
Puerperal Pyrexia l 15.23 }1""'13 18.08 | 12.51 | i‘]"' 16

* Not available,
T




Population, Birth, and Death Rates for each Ward in 1938.

Popula- | Birth | Death
WARD. I tion. Rate. I Rate.
Bt. Mary's 6,678 | 9.78 ‘ 15.12
Bt. John's s S 5,092 | 10.60 14.33
Cottenham Park By 7477 | 10.18 18.87
Wimbledon Park . ... .. ... 4,406 | 10.66 | 12.08
North Wimbledon 23,653 | 10.23 | 18.83
Dundonald ... 7.818 | 11.77 11.97
Trinity 3 11,552 | 11.85 | 9.86
Bouth Park ... 8,430 | 13.16 | 10.91
Haydon Park ... T.202 | 12.44 | 10.78
South Wimbledon A 35,027 [ 13.87 ! 10.73
WHOLE DISTRICT ... ... ﬁE,Bﬂﬂ‘ 11.89 | 10.78

|

Births.—The statistics supplied by the Registrar-General
show that during 1938 the total number of registered live
hirths belonging to Wimbledon amounted to six hundred and
ninety-eight (three hundred and thirty-nine males and three
hundred and fifty-nine females). This gives a birth rate equal
to 11.89 per thousand of the population. Thirty-two (or 4.58
per eent.) of the births were illegitimate. Of this number,
nineteen were males and thirteen females. In addition,
twenty-four stillbirths (eighteen males and six females) were
registered.

The following table gives the birth rates in Wimbledon
since 1922 together with the comparative figures for England
and Wales. In 1923, the birth rate in Wimbledon was 14.9.
Sinee that year the figure has been steadily falling, although
during 1935 and 1936 a slight inerease in the rate is to be
noted. The rate for 1938 is the highest in the present decade.






Sixteen of these notifications were in respeet of stillbirths.

Of the seven hundred and forty-nine notifications, three
hundred and thirty were received from Medical Officers
of Health of outside areas, and related to births which had
occurred to Wimbledon residents confined outside the
Borough.  Similarly, eighty-eight confinements oceurred in
Wimbledon amongst women whose homes were situated in
other districts. The net number of notified births belonging
to Wimbledon is therefore six hundred and sixty-one.

Deaths.—The total number of deaths registered in the
district was four hundred and eighty-four (two hundred and
four males and two hundred and eighty females), equal to a
death rate of 8.24 per thousand of the population.

The deaths oceurring outside the district, of persons
belonging to this Borough, were two hundred and ninety-six,
namely :—

Kingston and Distriet LHospital 98
Nelson lHospital, Merton ... 28
S.C.C. Sanatorium P
St. Thomas’s Hospital ... 2
Richmond Institution 12
Brookwood Mental Tospital 9
Others 155

Total - 296

The deaths oceurring within the district, of persons not
belonging thereto were seventy-seven, namely :—

Wimbledon Hospital 33
Infections Diseases Hospital 4
Atkinson Morley Hospital 1
Private Nursing Homes ... 24
Others 15

Total 77

Taking these figures into consideration, the total number
of deaths properly belonging to Wimbledon is seven hundred
and three and the ernde death rate 11.98 per thousand
of the population. The rate for England and Wales for the
same period was 11.6 per thousand.
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is 0.90. The adjusted death rate for Wimbledon for 1938 is
consequently 10.78 per thousand of the population as eom-

pared with a figure of 11.6 per thousand for England and
Wales.

Graph showing Birth Rates and Death Rates per thousand
of the population for Wimbledon and England and Wales.
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Five persons living outside the Borough were killed in
Wimbledon as the result of traffic accidents.

In addition to the above, ten cases of suicide oceurred
amongst Wimbledon residents during 1938,

Infantile Mortality.

There were thirty-two infant deaths (ineluding transfer-
able deaths) giving an Infantile Mortality Rate of forty-five
per thousand live births. In 1937 the figure was sixty-five per
thousand. During 1938 the Infantile Mortality Rate for
England and Wales was fifty-three.

The following table gives the Infantile Death Rate in
Wimbledon since 1922, together with the comparative figures
for England and Wales :.—

WIMBLEDON
L e INFANTILE
YEar NUMBER oF . INFANTILE FE? ?ﬂ(ﬂi?ﬂ
IRFANTILE DestaH Rate AND WarLes
Dearas PER 1,000 Brrras)
1922 a0 58 T
1923 38 44 | 69
1924 59 70 75
1925 46 60 75
1926 27 33 70
1927 ar 50 69
1928 3R a5 G5
1929 a5 46 74
1930 38 49 60
1931 45 70 66
1932 45 67 65
1933 an 49’ 64
1934 32 54 59
1935 33 i 57
1936 32 i 59
1987 40 65 58
1038 t 32 45 53
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Of the thirty-two children under one year who died, the
cause of death in eleven cases was prematurity and dehility.
Three died as the result of congenital defects. One death was
due to measles, two to pneumonia, eight to broneho-pnenmonia.
Infantile diarrhea was responsible for three deaths.

The Infantile Death Rate for illegitimate children in
Wimbledon was 93.75 per thousand illegitimate live births.

The following table shows the causes of death. and ages
at death, of infants under one year:—

Infantile Mortality during the Year 1938,

Eéﬁli @18 |4 m'i..é—f; Total
F12l5|8|24]|5(5|2 |5 | Deaths
Causes of Death. B |_:;; =212 g E :;rg 8 (= | under
HEEE M H
=) l S e
Measlezs ... 1 1
Foeumonia oMY [T SN [ (S | ST 1 2
Broncho-Pnenmonia ... S T ) P dEL O o (o O R R 8
Gastro-Enteritis . S| (15 1 SR R R (R | U | S 5 (R 3
Fylorie Stenosis .. =i 081 ] il B (20 (NS O] 1
Prematurity T [N ) O, SR o a1 REN! R (Y |1 10
Atelectasis ... - | PRPE R e B S RO (R 1
Malpresentation ... ‘.1.‘]... ...... 2 2
Congenital Defects 1! L7 ol = i [l [ ST LR a
__Other Causes S drimgiet : | i - i L | M
TOTAL lﬁl 2 || a1 20 & 3|| | 32
|

Neo-natal Mortality,

Twenty deaths oceurred amongst infants during the first
four weeks of life. This is equal to a mortality rate of 28.65
per thousand total live births.

Eleven of these deaths were due to prematurity and
debility, one to gastro-enteritis, two to congenital defects,
two to malpresentation, and one to other causes.
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Graph showing Infantile Mortality Rates per thousand births
for Wimbledon and England and Wales.
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GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES
FOR. THE. AREA

Public Health Officers of the Local Authority.

A complete list of the Staff of the Publie Health Depart-
ment is given at the ecommencement of this report.

Laboratory Facilities.

The Corporation employ a part-time bacteriologist for
the examination of pathological specimens. The number of
specimens sent by medieal praetitioners for examination is
snown in the following table .—

Positive Negative | Total
Diphtheria S8wabs... s | 26 . 481 | 507
Tuberculosis (Sputum) ... | 7 | 121 | 128
Typhoid (Blecd, and other | . |
specimens) | 21 ; 21
Diysentery ... =l 3 ' 34 | 87
_Othor Specimens .. ... | ... | 10| 10
Total i || a6 : 667 T03

In addition to the above facilities, the laboratory pro-
vided at the Health Centre is utilised for the examination
of pathological speecimens from the Infectious Diseases
Hospital. This work is carried out by the staff of the Public
lealth Department. Two thousand six hundred and three
specimens were examined in 1938. Most of these speci-
mens were swabs taken from the nose and throat of suspected
diphtheria patients or from contacts in the homes or schools.

The following additional specimens from the Hospital
and Health Centre were also reported upon :—

Urine Specimens o
Smears ... 2 2
Cerebro-spinal Fluid ... 1

Ambulance Facilities.

(1) For Infectious Diseases.—Two motor ambulances are
maintained by the Wimbledon Borough Couneil at
their Infectious Diseases Hospital, Gap Road, one for
the removal of infections patients and the other for
disinfecting purposes.
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(ii) For Non-infectious Cases and Accidents.—One motor
ambulance is maintained by the Wimbledon Borough
Couneil at the Fire Station, Queen’s Road.

The British Red Cross Society also provide a motor
ambulanee for Wimbledon and the surrounding distriet.
A full day and night serviece is maintained and the
ambulance may be obtained by telephoning Wimbledon
4567,

Professional Nursing in the Home.

General and Midwifery.—The Wimbledon Distriet
Nursing and Midwifery Assoeciation, whieh is supported by
voluntary contributions, has a staff of a Superintendent and
eleven nurses. Seven of the staff are distriet nurses, three
distriet midwives, and one a senior nurse. In 1937 the Couneil
made arrangements with the Association for the provision of
a whole-time serviee of domieiliary midwives under Section 1
of the Midwives Act, 1936. Full particulars are given later in
the report under the section dealing with Midwifery and
Maternity Services. The Association attended two hundred
and twenty-three midwifery eases during the vear. One
hundred and sixty-three of these were midwives cases and
sixty were cases with doetors in attendanee. In all, 4,421
vigits were paid to maternity ecases. Furthermore, two
thousand and seventy-eight ante-natal visits were made by
the nursing staff of the Assoeciation. The total number of cases
dealt with during 1938, including midwifery, amounted to
1,727, the total visits paid to these cases being 33,072,

In addition to the payment made for the provision of a
domiciliary serviee of whole-time midwives the Wimbledon
Borough Couneil also make an annual contribution of ten
guineas to this Association.

Clinics and Treatment Centres :—

(i) Maternity and Child Welfare Centres.
(a) St. Matthew's Church Hall, Spencer Road, Raynes
Park. Every Monday from 2 p.m. to 4.30 p.m.
(h) Wandle Park House, Wandle Bank, Wimbledon.
Every Wednesday from 2 p.m. to 4.30 p.m.
(¢) Health Centre, Pelham Road, Wimbledon.
Every Tuesday and Friday from 2 p.m. to 4.30 p.m.
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(ii) Ante-natal Clinic.
(n) Health Centre, Pelham Road, Wimbledon.
Every Monday from 2 p.m. to 4.30 p.an.
(b) Wandle Park louse, Wandle Bank, Wimbledon.
Every Thursday from 2 p.m. to 4.30 p.m.

(111) Mothercraft Classes.
(a) Health Centre, Pelham Road, Wimbledon.
Every Thursday from 3 p.m. to 4 p.un.
(b) Wandle Park House, Wandle Bank, Wimbledon.
Every Thursday from 3 p.m. to 4 p.n.

(iv) Dental Treatment Centre.
Health Centre, Pelham Road, Wimbledon.
Daily (ineluding Saturday) from 9.15 a.m.

(v) School Clinie,
Health Centre, Pelham Road, Wimbledon.
(a) Minor Ailment Clinic. Every morning (inelud-

ing Saturday) from 9 a.m. to 12 noon.

(b) Special Inspection Clinie. Every Wednesday
from 9 am. to 12 noon.

(e) Orthopedie Clinie.  Second Wednesday in each
month from 2 pam. to 4 pan.

(d) Aural Clinie. Every fourth Wednesday from
2 pm. to 4 pm.

{e) Ophthalmie Clinie. FEvery Monday from 2 p.m. to
4 p.m. (Additional Sessions on Wednesday after-
noons as reguired).

(f) Diphtheria Immunisation Clinic. Every Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.

(vi) Day Nursery.
Hubert Road, Wimbledon.
The above are provided and maintained by the Wimble-
don Borough Couneil.

(vii) Tuberculosis Dispensary. -
30 Worple Road, Wimbledon, SSW.19. The Dis.
pensary is provided and maintained by the Surrey
County Couneil :—
Every Wednesday from 1.30 p.m. to 3.30 p.m.
Every Friday from 9.30 a.m, to 11.30 a.m.
First Tuesday in each month from 530 p.m. to
7.30 p.m.

o
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(viii) Venereal Diseases.

Hospitals.

Under the scheme of the Surrey County Couneil,
facilities for treatment are available through
the out-patient departments of the prineipal
London Hospitals.

(i) Tuberculosis.—Most Wimbledon patients suffering

(1)

from pulmonary tuberculosis are admitted to the
Sanatorium at Milford which is under the admin-
istration of the Surrey County Couneil. The
majority of the cases of surgieal tuberculosis are
sent to 5t. Anthony’s Hospital, Cheam, or The Royal
Sea  Bathing Hospital, Margate, or similar
institutions,

Maternity.—The Maternity Bloek of the Nelson
Hospital has acecommodation for twenty beds,
together with an Ante-natal Department. Although
this hospital is situated just outside the boundary,
one hundred and forty-four Wimbledon mothers
were admitted for their confinements during 1938,
an increase of four on the figure for the previous
vear. One hundred and fourteen of these were
admitted to the general maternity ward and thirty
to the private maternity wards. One hundred and
thirty-four Wimbledon mothers were also admitted
to the Maternity Department of the Kingston
County Hospital for their eonfinements. This shows
an inerease of thirty-nine over the figure for 1937,

(iii) Children.—There are no special Children’s Hos-

(iv)

pitals in Wimbledon. The general hospitals in
the area are available for the purpose. Many of
the children in the Borough receive treatment
from London hospitals sueh as Great Ormond
Street and Tite Street.

Infectious Diseases.—The Corporation’s Infectious
Diseases Hospital, at Gap Road, has aecommoda-
tion for one hundred and six beds for the treat-
ment of patients suffering from secarlet fever,
diphtheria, enterie, erysipelas, meningitis, ete.
Cases of measles and whooping cough are also
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admitted when the home conditions render this
desirable.  In addition, treatment is provided for
certain cases of puerperal sepsis. The Wimbledon
Corporation admit to their Infeetious Diseases Hos-
pital all eases of searlet fever and diphtheria requir-
ing hospital treatment from the Royal Borough of
Kingston-upon-Thames,

General Hospitals.
There is only one general hospital in the distriet, viz. :
the Wimbledon Hospital, Thurstau Road, Copse
Hill, which has accommodation for seventy-two
bed cases. In addition there is the Nelson
Hospital for Wimbledon, Merton and Distriet.
which is situated just outside the boundary. This
hospital has sixty-two beds for medical and surei-
cal cases and twenty beds for maternity patients.
The Kingston County Hospital, whieh is at
Norbiton, has five hundred beds. This hospital was
administered by the Public Assistance Committee,
and was appropriated by the Public Health Com-
mittee of the Surrey County Couneil as from I1st
April, 1937.
Institutions for unmarried mothers,
The Southwark Diocesan Maternity Home at 56, Gap
Road, has accommodation for twelve mothers.

Public Assistance.

The following information has been furnished by the
Chief Public Assistance Officer concerning relief in this
distriet :—

Amount paid in Out-door Publiec Assistance

in 1938 . : £10,222
Average weekly numher nf pelsnns in recmpt

of Domiciliary Assistance ... 491
Average weekly number of persons in recelpt

of Medical Relief only 6



MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE

The further development of the Maternity and Child
Welfare Services made necessary an increase of staff and
an additional IHealth Visitor was appointed early in 1938,

The total number of visits paid by the Health Visitors
during 1938 amounted to 7,715, the figure for the previous
yvear being 5,901,

Details of the home visits carried out are given below :—

*Number of Infants visited—First visits 662
Number of Infants visited—Re-visits 1,363
Number of Toddlers visited ... 2.176
Ante-natal—First visits 341
Ante-natal—Revisits 196
Visits re Infant Deaths ... 10
o s Stillhirths 18
w » Ophthalmia Neonatorum 48
»w 1 Puerperal Fever and Pyrexia 10
w » Non-notifiable Infectious
Diseases 15
w 4 Milk Applieations ... 82
.+ s Foster Children 317
v s Midwives 14
Miscellaneous 166
Total welfare visits — 5,478
Visits—School Medieal Service 935
Tubereulosis—Home visits 42
Visits to Nursing Homes 2
Other visits 21
Ineffectual visits ... 1,184
— 2237
Total visits 7,715
Ialf-days at Schools ... 296
Half-days at Welfare Centres ... 663
Half-days at Clinies 645

The attendance of the ehildren at the Centres has been
most satisfactory. The additional sessions held every Tuesday
afternoon at the llealth Centre, Pelham Road, have been
thoroughly justified and have resulted in the lowering of the
average attendance from 122 in 1936 to 106 in 1938,
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In Oetober, an additional Welfare Centre was opened at
St. Matthew’s Chureh IHall, Spencer Road, Raynes Park, on
Monday afternoons. The average attendance per session to
the end of the year was 33.09,

The average attendance per session at the Wandle Park
Centre was 80.46, an inerease on the figure of 71.44 in 1937.

The Medical Officer veports that the health and progress
of the children continued to be satisfactory.

During the early months of 1938 an epidemie of measles
affected a large number of children in Wimbledon.  One
hundred and six of the children attending the Centres suffered
from measles, whooping cough, chicken-pox, and other acute
infections. Bronchitis again was the ecommonest illness, one
hundred and fifty cases heing seen during the yvear.

Digestive troubles, including feeding diffieulties, gastro-
enteritis, acidosis, and thread worms, affected eighty-six
children. Eye defects were again very common, eighty-nine
children suffered from these.  All the cases of discharging
eves quickly eleared up after treatment at the Clinie.
Children with strabismus were rveferred to the ophthalmie
department and provided where necessary with glasses.

Fifty-five children and seventy mothers were referred to
the dental surgeon for treatment. This is an unusually high
number of mothers who needed treatment.

Twenty-nine children were found to be suffering from
enlarged tonsils and adenoids.  Arrangements were made for
tonsilleetomy where necessary under the Authority’s scheme.
Seventy-three eases of otitis media and externa were ohserved.
Treatment was earried out mainly at the Clinie and obstinate
cases were referred to the Ear, Nose and Throat Surgeon.
Many cleared up entively. Two children developed mastoid-
itis and were admitted to hospital for operation.

Seventy children were seen with orthopedie defects,
The more severe of these were seen hy the Orthopedic Surgeon.
Twenty-six children were found to have eongenital abnormali-
ties. These ineluded n@vi, talipes and spina bifida. Five
mentally retarded children were kept under observation
during the vear.

Certain eonditions which used to bhe commonly seen at
Welfare Centres and out-patient departments are now becom-
ing almost a rarity. Rickets, for instance, once guite eommon,
was noticed in only two children during 1938. Marasmus and
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marked under-nourishment were observed in only eight new
cases. Detter education of the parvents and provision of free
milk and cod liver oil in necessitous cases have contributed to
this end. Assistance through the Invalid Children’s Aid
Association in getting children away to Convalescent Homes
has benefited a number of these children and has eured others
who were dehilitated after acute illnesses.

Another enceonraging factor is the inereased number of
breast-fed babies. Seventy per cent. of the infants were
entirely or partly breast-fed. The provision of free milk for
the mothers was of the greatest value in this respect.

Ante-natal Clinic.

For many years the Ante-natal Clinie was held at Wandle
Park House on the second and fourth Thursday in the month.
Towards the end of 1937 it was found necessary to hold a
weekly session of this Clinic.  Throughout the year the
average attendance was 20.80 per session, as compared with
18.56 in 1937. It was felt that these numbers were too large
for the patients to he adequately dealt with by the medical
officer and on Tth November, 1938, an additional Ante-natal
(linic was established at the IHealth Centre, Pelham Road.
This Clinie is held on Monday afternoons from 2 to 4.30. The
average attendance to 31st December was 10.66.

The total number of expeetant mothers who attended the
Corporation’s Ante-natal Clinies in 1938 was three hundred
and twenty-seven. This figure is equal to 459 per cent. of
the total number of live births and still-births notified. The
percentage in 1937 was 27.60.

This gratifying inerease in the attendances has fully
justified the extension of the Corporation’s Ante-natal Services,

Miss Joeelyn Moorve, LR.C.S., M.CLO.G., was in charge of
both these Clinies.

Complicated cases of pregnanecy are referved to the
Maternity Department of the Nelson Hospital for X-ray
examination or other investigations. Where necessary these
patients are admitted for treatment.

Women attending the Ante-natal Clinie for post-natal
examinations arve referred, should the ecirenmstances require,
to the South London Hospital for Women for treatment.

Every encouragement is given for midwives to attend the
Ante-natal Clinie with their patients.
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It should be noted that in addition to the mothers who
attended the above Ante-natal Clinies a considerable number
also attended the Ante-natal Clinies at the Nelson and Kingston
County Hospitals, where two hundred and seventy-eight
women living in the Borough of Wimbledon were admitted for
their confinements during 1938,

In 1934, the Corporation made arrangements wherehy
midwives are compensated for the loss of their patients
when these are referred to hospital for their confinements
after attendanee at the Ante-natal Clinie. The rate of com-
pensation paid to the midwives is ten shillings per case.

Lectures for Mothers,

(lasses for mothers were held at Wandle Park llouse,
Wandle Bank, and the Health Centre, Pelham Road. Ilome
nursing, mothereraft, hygiene, and singing, were taught. The
average attendance of mothers at the Pelham Centre was
26.04 and at the Wandle Park Centre 19.51.

Midwifery and Maternity Services—Midwives Act, 1936.

The Midwives Aet, 1936, eame into operation on 30th
July, 1937. As stated in last year’s Report the Counecil
decided to enter into an agreement with the Wimbledon
Distriet Nursing and Midwifery Association for the provision
of a service of whole-time domiciliary midwives. Three
midwives were appointed at the commencement, provision
being made for the appointment of a fourth midwife at a
later date should this be found to he necessary.

The agreement provides for a payment of £400 per
annum to the Distriet Nursing Association by the Corporation.
The fee for the services of a midwife acting either as a mid-
wife or a maternity nurse is £2 in respect of a first confine-
ment and thirty shillings in respeet of a subsequent confine-
ment. A seale is also in foree for the purpose of determining
what proportion of the full fee is to be paid by the patient or
her husband or other person liable to maintain her. This is
determined in accordance with the finaneial eircumstances of
the family. When the net weekly income per head of the
family, after making the usual deduetions, is helow seven
shillings no charge is made for the services of the midwife.
This serviee is becoming more widely known and there is
every indieation that the publie is making greater use of the
facilities available under the Aet.
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A Joint Committee was formed consisting of three repre-
sentatives of the Council's Maternity and Child Welfare
Committee and three representatives of the Nursing Associa-
tion. This Committee acts in an advisory eapacity and forms
a liaison between the two bodies concerned.

During 1938 the domiciliary midwives attended one
hundred and thirty-seven cases, one hundred and seven as
midwives and thirty as maternity nurses. In addition, fifty-
eight cases had been booked for the early part of 1939,

No elaims for compensation were received during the
yvear from midwives surrendering their certificates voluntarily
under Section 5 of the Aet.

In 1937 the Couneil gave eareful consideration to
Cirenlar 1622 of the Ministry of Health on the subject
of Maternal Mortality. As the result of this, they decided to
provide the services of an Obstetrie Consultant who would be
available to assist medieal practitioners, undertaking domi-
ciliary midwifery, in any case of doubt or diffieulty arising
during the ante-natal period, at the time of confinement, or
during the puerperium. The Couneil, for a number of years,
have had a seheme for the hospital treatment of complicated
obstetrie cases in the Maternity Department of the Nelson
lospital, which is under the charge of Leslie Williams, Esq.,
F.R.C.S., .C.O.G. 1t was felt that the maternity services
would be best co-ordinated if Mr. Williams acted as Obstetrie
Consultant for the Borough and arrangements were wmade
accordingly. The fee for the Consultant’s attendance at the
patient’s home is paid by the Council and relatives are required
to eontribute in accordance with their finaneial eirenmstances.
A cireular letter was addressed to the local medical praeti-
tioners in November, 1937, giving full details of the scheme
and information of the procedure to be adopted in order to
obtain the services of the Consultant.

Doctors desiring to get into touch with Mr. Williams be-
tween the hours of 9.30 am. and 530 p.n. should ring up
his Secretary (Telephone No.: Welbeck 6174). DBetween
6 p.n. and 9 a.n. application should be made at Mr. Williams’
private residence (Telephone No.: Western 6174).

These faeilities were only utilised in one case during the
vear.

Negotiations were completed between the Couneil and
representatives of the Nelson IHospital for the provision
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of a suitable emergency unit.  This will enable the services
of one of the Ionorary Obstetric Assistants at the hospital,
together with a nurse and the necessary emergeney equipment,
to be available at short notice for the treatment in their own
homes of patients whose condition is too grave to allow of their
removal to hospital.

A scheme for the provision of IHome Helps was approved
by the Couneil in December, 1937, The difficulty experienced
in obtaining suitable women to take up these duties was
again very considerable. The payment made to Home Helps
was at the rate of twenty-five shillings per week. Relatives
are requirved to contribute towards the cost in aceordance with
their financial cireumstances. Applicants for these appoint-
ments are interviewed by the Chairman of the Maternity and
Child Welfare Committee and the Medical Officer of Health in
order that their suitability for the work may be investigated.

Institutional Provision for Mothers or Children.

With the exeeption of the Day Nursery, which has
accommodation during the day for fifty children under five
vears of age, the Corporation make no institutional provision
for mothers or young children. Details of the work of the
Day Nursery are given on page 40,

The Council, however, in certain cases, arrange convales-
cent treatment for children under school age. During 1938
twenty-eight children were sent to convalesecent institutions
for varying periods. The arrangements for convalescence arve
made through the local braneh of the Invalid Children’s Aid .
Association.

Midwives Acts, 1902-1926.

The Couneil is the Loeal Supervising Authority for the
Midwives Aets in Wimbledon.

Seventeen midwives residing in the Borough notified
their intention of practising during the year, together with
five midwives resident in outside areas. Four of the former
eventually removed to other distriets, leaving eighteen
practising midwives in Wimbledon at the end of 1938, five of
whom were resident outside the Borough.

There are, in addition, a number of midwives acting
purely as maternity nurses in the maternity homes.
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Two hundred and eleven confinements were attended
by midwives and sixty-four by maternity nurses.

Regular inspection of the midwives was earried out by
the Assistant Medical Officer, who is the Inspector of Mid-
wives for the Borough. These inspections showed that the
records, bags, instruments, ete., were being maintained in a
satisfactory manner. They also indicated that on the whole
the Rules of the Central Midwives Board were being well
complied with.

As stated earlier in the Report midwives are invited to
attend with their patients at the Ante-natal Clinie, and pro-
vision is made for their ecompensation if patients referred by
them are found to require hospital treatment. The compensa-
tion paid is at the rate of ten shillings per case.

No uncertified women living in Wimbledon were known
to be attending confinements under the direetion and super-
vision of registered medical practitioners.

During previous years the Surrey County Council
arranged a course of lectures and demonstrations for the mid-
wives in their area and through the courtesy of the County
Medical Officer for Surrey the midwives in Wimbledon were
invited to attend. Owing to the erisis in September it was
found necessary to postpone this Course. It was eventually
held in January, 1939, and a number availed themselves of
the opportunity of attending.

The following notifications were received from midwives
practising in the distriet :—

Stillbirths ... 3
Artificial Feeding ... 8
Liability to be a Source of Infection ... 29
Notification of Death 3
Laying out Dead Body ... 2

Total 45

Medieal Aid forms were reeeived in one hundred and
one instances, and the following table shows the conditions
for which medical help was obtained :—

Albuminuria

Eeclampsia ...
Ante-partum Hamorrhage
Post Partum Hemorrhage

e e = O
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Public Health Act, 1936 (Child Life Protection) ; Children
and Young Persons Act, 1932; Children Act, 1908 (Part 1).—
The following figures relate to the administration of the
above Acts in Wimbledon during 1938 .—

(i) Number of foster-mothers on the Register—

(a) At the heginning of the year ... 28

(h) At the end of the year ... 24
(i) Number of children on the Register—

(a) At the beginning of the year ... a0

(h) At the end of the year ... a7

(¢) Who died during the year ... -
(d) On whom inquests were held nlmmg
the year —

Livery foster-child was '.I‘\ilT[‘d t'vgul.nl_',' mn:! if the con-
ditions were not satisfactory, more frequent visits were paid.
In all, three hundred and seventeen visits were made to the
homes of foster-mothers.

The five Health Visitors hold appointments under
Section 2 (2) of the prineipal Aet. Each Health Visitor is
responsible for the supervision of the foster-children in her
area.

The standard of care devoted to the foster-children in
Wimbledon was found to be very satisfactory.

Attention is paid to the provision of suitable fire-
guards in the home of every foster-mother.

Where a foster-child was found not to be making satis-
factory progress the foster-mother was informed that it was
necessary for her either to obtain private medical attention
or to take the child to the Health Centre.

In no case was it necessary for an order to he obtained
from a Justice under Seetion 67 of the Act of 1932, or under
Seetion 212 of the Public Health Act, 1936, with a view to the
removal of a child from the home of a foster-mother.

It was not necessary to take any legal proceedings
under the Aet.

Orthopzdic Treatment.—The orthopmdic scheme of the
Wimbledon Borough Couneil provides for the treatment of
children helow school age.

The Surgeon visited the Orthopadie Clinie at the Health
Centre once every month. The Orthopedic Nurse, who
supervises the remedial exercises and massage, attended two
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Ophthalmia Neonatorum.—The following table shows that
eight cases of ophthalmia neonatorum were notified. Home
nursing was provided through the Wimbledon District
Nursing Association in five cases.

Of the three remaining eases one was admitted to hospital
under the Council’s scheme for the treatment of ophthalmia
neonatorum. In the second ease the mother was confined in
a London hospital and the baby was transferred from there
to the St. Margaret’s (L.C.C".) Hospital for treatment. The
third ease was born in a nursing home in Wimbledon. As the
condition of the eyes did not respond readily to treatment the
infant was treated as an out-patient at the Moorfields Eye
Hospital.

In none of the eight cases did any impairment of vision oeeur.

In 1937 the Counecil arranged for the admission of cases
of ophthalmia neonatorum to their Infectious Diseases los-
pital when cubicle accommodation is available, and also made
provision for the servieces of an Ophthalmie Surgeon should
this be required.

CABES.
Vision s
T!‘Eﬁtﬂﬂ- ?Ialun Tﬂhi
Notifled. E.I:i,ﬂ | Impaired. | Blindness. Deaths.

At Home. | Hospital.

Ophthalmic Treatment.—Seven new cases from the
Maternity and Child Welfare Centres were seen by the
Ophthalmie Surgeon at the refraction elinie during the year
and glasses were preseribed for all of these. Seven children
who were already wearing glasses were re-tested. In addition
to the above, three expectant mothers were seen by the
Surgeon and glasses were preseribed for two of these.

Treatment of DMinor Ailments.—Eighty-two children
below school age attended the Health Centre for treatment.
These children made three hundred and eighty-four
attendances.

The conditions treated consisted chiefly of septic sores,
scabies, impetigo, running ears, conjunctivitis, burns, and
miscellaneous skin conditions.
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Treatment of Tonsils and Adenoids.—Arrangements were
made for the operative treatment of tonsils and adenoids in
twenty-nine cases under the Counecil’s Maternity and Child
Welfare scheme.

Ear Diseases and Defective Hearing.—IPacilities are
available at the Health Centre for the treatment of children
below school age suffering from ear diseases and defective
hearing.

As stated in the Report of the School Medieal Officer an
Aural Clinie was established in September, 1937, in charge of
a consulting ear, nose and throat surgeon. Twelve children
below school age were examined and made twenty-three
attendances. IYour of these cases were referred to Guy's
Hospital, two for operative treatment for tonsils and adenoids,
and two for mastoidectomy. Six others were referred for
daily treatment at the Minor Ailment Clinic and two for
observation.

Maternal Mortality.

There were two maternal deaths amongst Winibledon
mothers in 1938. Both oceurred in hospitals, and in each
case the mother was unmarried. The first was due to septic
infeetion with retained membranes following incomplete
abortion and h@morrhage. In the second case the cause of
death was puerperal septicemia following confinement in a
hospital outside the distriet.

These are the first deaths from puerperal sepsis amongst
Wimbledon mothers since 1932, During 1936 no maternal
death oceurred.

The following table gives the maternal mortality rates
for Wimbledon and also for England and Wales:—

FPuerperal
1938 | Bepsis Othera Total
L £ ; S |
Wimbledon : | i
Per 1000 Live Births ... = | E86 | 0.00 | 2.86
Per 1000 Total Births ... . | 2.77 000 | 297
England and Walas : I
Per 1000 Live Births ... e | 0,89 219 | 8.08
Par 1000 Total Births ... 0.86 2.11 2.97
|
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Hospital Treatment for Complicated Obstetric Cases.—
The Council have an arrangement with the Maternity Depart-
ment of the Nelson Hospital for the treatment of complicated
obstetrie cases oecurring in the Borough. The services of a
consultant obstetrician are available together with facilities
for any operative treatment that may be found necessary.

Patients admitted to hospital under this scheme are
required to eontribute towards the cost of their maintenance,
whilst undergoing treatment, in acecordance with a scale
which has been adopted by the Couneil.

During 1938 twenty-one patients received treatment under
this scheme for the following conditions:—

Threatened eclampsia §
Albuminuria : o 1
Twin pregnancy w |th toxmmia 2
Contraction of pelvis 2
Contraction of pelvis — adlmtted for
Cwsarian section
Breech presentation
Shoek due to ante-partum hﬁl‘l]]m]hﬂgﬂ—
Cwsarian section performed .. 1
(Edema—admitted for unte-mllal treat-
ment 34 1
Cireulatory failure ami mlhpse 1
Primary ang&mia ]
Repeated stillbirths 1

Other conditions ... 1

These facilities appear to have been an important factor
in reducing the number of maternal deaths occurring among
Wimbledon mothers during past years.

In July the Council agreed to an increase in the |hwmem
from £2 17s. 0d. to £3 10s. 0d. per week for ecomplicated
obstetric cases admitted under their scheme to the Maternity
Department of the Nelson Hospital.

The cost of maintenance and treatment of the above
patients under this scheme amounted to £157 6s. 8d., of which
£32 19s. 9d. was recovered from the relatives.

Supply of Milk to Expectant and Nursing Mothers and
Infants.—There were one thousand five hundred and forty-
three applications for supplies of free milk under the
Maternity and Child Welfare Scheme from three hundred and
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one families, compared with eight hundred and five appliea-
tions from five hundred and eight families in the preceding
vear. One thousand four hundred and ninety of the
applications were granted, an inerease of seven hundred and
sixty-nine on the figure for 1937,

The milk is granted on medical grounds and the eireum-
stances of each case are carefully considered by the Sub-
Committee dealing with this guestion.

In 1937 the Council decided that the seale of family eir-
cumstances should be interpreted more generously and that
milk should be available to expectant mothers at any stage of
pregnaney. Cod liver oil and malt was also to be supplied
where necessary for nursing and expectant mothers and
children below school age.

Denta] Treatment.

Dental treatment is available for ehildren nunder school
age and for nursing and expectant mothers. The Dental
Surgeon devotes one session a week at the Health Centre to
Maternity and Child Welfare cases. One hundred and
twenty-four mothers and one hundred and thirteen children
under school age attended for treatment. Two hundred and
forty-three general an@stheties and twenty-eight loeal
anmstheties were administered. Where necessary, nursing and
expectant mothers are provided with dentures. Thirty-seven
dentures were supplied to mothers through the Dental
Clinie during 1938. In addition, five dentures were repaired.

A close co-operation has been established between the
Dental Clinie at the Health Centre and the Ante-natal Depart-
ments of the Nelson and Kingston County Hospitals, who
are referring an increasing number of expectant mothers for
dental treatment.

The following table gives an indication of the work
earried out by the Dental Surgeon in connection with the
Maternity and Child Welfare Department :—

Mothers—attendances for treatment ... 456
- - teeth extracted ... 451
o teeth filled 61
% sealings ... 60
% other operations 100
Mothers—dentures supplied 37
& . repaired T S5 D
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Children—attendances for treatment ... 206

& teeth extracted 287

% ,  filled [

i other operations 3

Total number of fillings inserted i6
5 i . local anwmsthetics ad-

ministered 4 2H

general do. do. ... 243

Voluntary Helpers.—I should again like to draw attention
to the work which is being earried out by the voluntary
helpers in the Maternity and Child Welfare movement in
Wimbledon. These helpers give a great deal of their time
io the Centres at Pelham Road, Wandle Park House, and St.
Matthew’s Church Ilall. The work which they so unob-
trusively carry out plays an important part in the success of
Child Welfare work in this Borough.

Municipal Day Nursery.—The work at the Day Nursery
at Hubert Road econtinued to be most satisfactory.

The total attendances made by children amounted to
10,562 whole days. The average daily attendance was 42.41.
These children came from one hundred and five families,
one family sending three children, fourteen families two
children, and the remainder one child each. The number of
children on the register on 31st December, 1938, was sixty-
four.

Particulars with regard to the accommodation at the
Nursery have been given in previous Reports. The dietary
of the children includes marmite, honey, tomatoes, tripe, liver,
ete. Babies over three months old now have beef and wveal
bone broth daily in bottles.

The number of small babies admitted during the year
continued to be high. In several cases arrangements were
made for the mothers to feed them morning and evening,
bottles being given at the Nursery during the day.

Infants up to eighteen months are weighed weekly.
Children from eighteen months to three years are weighed
monthly. Toddlers from three to five years are weighed
every three months unless under observation, when they are
weighed more frequently. During 1938 one thousand two
hundred and forty-three “ weighings " were recorded.
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All the clothing worn by the children at the Nursery
is made by the staff.

A charge of sixpence per day is made for each ehild
attending the Nursery. The revenue from this source
amounted to £256 15s. 0d. during 1938,

The children at the Day Nursery were medieally inspeeted
three times during the year.

The Orthopedic Surgeon saw one child from the Day
Nursery. Alterations to her shoes were prescribed and two
attendances were made.

One child was seen by the Aural Surgeon. No defect was
disecovered and the patient was discharged.

No operative treatment was found to be necessary for
the removal of tonsils and adenoids.

On the whole, the health of the children attending the
Day Nursery continued to he excellent.

All toddlers were dentally inspeeted twice. The Dental
Surgeon reports that the eondition of the teeth was good.
Nine children received treatment at the Dental Clinie. In no
case was freatment refused and in many instances it was
carried out at the request of the parents.

During the early part of the year the Nursery was closed
for three weeks on account of measles. Seventeen ecases
oecurred, and all returned fully recovered. Towards the end
of the year it was necessary to close the Babies Ward because
of whooping cough. There were ten cases, and all made good
IecOveries.

Thirteen children developed chicken-pox and three
German measles. They were all excluded for the necessary
period.

Three cases of (GGerman measles occurred amongst the
staft.

Twenty-six children and seven members of the staff were
immunised against diphtheria. Partieulars of these cases
are given in the section of the Report dealing with Infeetious
Disease.  All members of the staff are Schick tested on
coming to the Nursery and are immunised when necessary.

There is no doubt that the Nursery meets a very real
need in South Wimbledon, and usunally there is a waiting
list for admission. The children attend very regularly and
vacancies are few. No children residing outside the Borough
are admitted althongh quite a number of applications are
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received from such sources. Each application for admission
is carefully considered. A child is only admitted when it is
genuinely necessary for the mother to go out to work.

The Corporation now grant a Certificate to the Nursery
Nurses who, after a two years’ course of training, pass an
examination in written and practical work in the theory and
practice of nursery nursing. IFour nurses were awarded
Certificates during 1938.  After they have completed their
two years’ training at the Day Nursery many of the nurses
proceed to take their general and fever training.

Nursery Class.

A Nursery Class was established at the Dundonald Road
Junior Girls’ and Infants’ School on 21st June, 1938, Accon-
modation is provided for forty children between three and five
years of age, and the staff eonsists of an assistant teacher and
a helper. The full acecommodation of the elass is utilised and
there is a waiting list of children for admission. Detailed
information relating to this class is given in the Report of the
School Medieal Officer.

Nursing Homes Registration Act, 1927. Public Health Act,
1936—Part VI.

The Wimbledon Borough Council is responsible for the
supervision of nursing homes in Wimbledon. At the end of
the year there were sixteen registered nursing homes,
namely :—

Nursing Homes for Maternity Cases 1

Nursing Homes for Medical, Surgical, and
Maternity Cases 53 3

Nursing Homes for Medical, (_"hmmf:- mld
Maternity Cases o 1

Nursing Homes for General Medlc'il zmii.
Chronie Cases ... 2
Nursing Homes for Chronie Cases 9
Total Wy 1B

Certificates of registration were issued by the Council
during 1938 in respect of a nursing home for general medieal
and chronie cases and two nursing homes for chronie cases.
The two latter registrations were in respect of changes of
address to other premises in the Borough.
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In addition a nursing home for medical, chronie and
maternity cases and a home for chronic cases only were
re-registered.

The mnursing homes were periodieally inspected and
supervised.

Jighty visits of inspeetion were made. Seventeen were
in econnection with applications for registration, forty were
routine visits and seventeen special visits.

The nursing homes in Wimbledon were again found to
be maintained and run in a satisfactory manner. Close
supervision was paid during the visits to the way in which the
records of the homes were kept, and in a few cases it was
necessary to draw the attention of the proprietors eoncerned to
the requirements of the Bye-laws.

Section 123 of the Surrey County Council Aect, 1936, pro-
vides for the making of additional Bye-laws with regard to
infectious diseases occurring in nursing homes. In 1937 the
Couneil decided to utilise these powers and the Bye-laws which
they made eame into operation on Ist November, 1937. These
Bye-laws require persons earrying on nursing homes to notify
the Medical Officer of Health

(a) within a period of twenty-four hours of infectious
disease ocemrring in such a home;

(b) forthwith, of a rise of temperature of any maternity
patient to 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit for twenty-four
hours or its recurrence within that period.

A copy of these Bye-laws was duly sent to every nursing

home in the Borough.

Examination of Employees.

During the wyear 1938, one hundred and fifty-one
employees were medieally examined. In addition one
hundred and thirty-six candidates were medically examined
for superannuated posts under the Couneil.

Mortuary.

I am indebted to the Superintendent of the Cemetery for
the figures regarding the use of the new mortuary during
1938.

One hundred and fifteen bodies were received into the
mortuary and post-mortems were condueted on sixty of these,
This figure is equivalent to 12.39 per cent. of the deaths
registered as oecurring in the Dorough.
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Local Acts, Special Local Orders, or General Adoptive Acts

in Force in the Borough.
lnfect-iuglgsﬂ[}iseases (Prevention) Aet, 1890—17th December,
1890,
Public Health Acts (Amendment) Act, 1890: Parts II, III
and V—I17th December, 1890.
Public Health Aets (Amendment) Act, 1907,
Part II (Streets, Buildings)—Seetions 15, 16, 17, 18, 19,
20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 26, 28, 29, 31, 32, 33; and Sections
25, 27 and 30 with modifications.
Part 11I (Sanitary provisions)—Sections 34, 36, 37, 39,
40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50 and 51, and
Sections 30 and 38 with modifications.
Part 1V (Infectious Diseases)—Sections 52, 53, b4, 55,
56, 57, 58, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 67 and 68, and
Seetion 59 with modifieations.
Part V (Common Lodging Houses)—Seetions 69, 70,
71, 72, 73, 74 and 75.
Part VI (Recreation Grounds)—Section 76 (with
modifications), and Section 77.
Part VII (Police)—Sections 84, 85, 86, and Section 81
with modifications.
Part VIII (Fire Brigade)—Sections 87, 88, 89 and 90.
Part IX (Sky Signs)—Section 91,
Part X (Miscellaneous)—Sections 92, 93 and 95.

(All the preceding Sectywns of the 1907 Aet, were adopted
on 28th July, 1913, except those in Parts VII, VIII and 1X,
which beeame operative on 21st Deceinber, 1908),

The Wimbledon Corporation Aet, 1914—7th August, 1914.
(Sections repealed :—46, 48, 49, b0, 51, 52, 53, 57, 58,
60, 75, 76, 80, 84, 91, 100, 101, 102, 104, 108,
109, 110).
Public Health Aet, 1925.
Part II (Streets and Buildings)—Sections 13, 14, 15,
16, 17, 18, 19, 21. 28, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 30, 31,
32, 33, 34, 35, 38.
Part III (Sanitary Provisions)—Sections 41, 43, 44.
Part IV (Verminous Premises, ete.)—Sections 45, 46,
47, 48, 49, 50.
Part V (Watercourses, streams, ete.)—Sections 51, 52,
23, 54, 55.
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(All the above Sections became operative from I1st
January, 1928, except Section 38, which was adopted later
and became operative from 1st February, 1929).

The Wimbledon Corporation Aet, 1933—28th July, 1933.

Surrey County Couneil Aet, 1925: Parts II, 1II, V, VI, and
VIII—T7th August, 1925,

Surrey County Council Aet, 1931 : Parts III, V, VI, and VII,
and Part VIII as amended by the Town and Country
Planning Act, 1932—31st July, 1931

Surrey County Couneil Act. 1936: Parts II, IV, V, VI, and
X—31st July, 1936.

Bye-laws, Regulations, etec.:—

Bye-laws with respect to Houses let in Lodgings (Revised 1928)

do. do. Common Lodging Houses.

do. do. Slaughter-Houses (Revised 1934).

do. do. Nuisances.

do. do. Offensive Trades.

do. do. Nursing Homes.

do. do. Nursing Homes (Additional),

do. do. Hairdressers or Barbers’ Premises.
Bye-laws with respect to Tents, Vans, Sheds and Similar

Structures.

Bye-laws as to Employment Agencies.

Bye-laws with respeet to the keeping of Water-closets

supplied with sufficient water for flushing.

Bye-laws for the Management, Use and Regulation of Publie

Baths.
Bye-laws under Advertisements Regulations Aet, 1907,
Bye-laws for Regulating the Employment of Children in the
Borough.

Bye-laws for the (Good Rule and Government of the Borough.

Regulations as to the Movement of Sheep.

Regulations as to Underground Sleeping Places (Section 18

[i] Housing Aet, 1925).
Provisional and other Orders affecting the Borough :—

Order of Loeal Government Board, under the Public Health
Acts (Amendment) Act, 1907, declaring certain trades to
be offensive. Dated 14th January, 1914,

Order of Town Council, under Shops Aects, 1912 and 1913,
relating to Second-hand Clothies Dealers. Dated 5th
November, 1913.

The Wimbledon General Half-Holiday Order, 1914. Dated
6th June, 1914,
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

Water.— The Metropolitan Water Board is responsible
for the water supply of the Borough.

In a great number of houses the drinking water is
obtained from a supply tank on the premises. Attention is
paid to these tanks by the Inspectors during their house-to-
house visits. The tanks require periodical cleansing, and in
many cases it is found that this is not ecarried out as
frequently as necessary. Only in a few instances are the
occupiers of houses dependent on an ountside water supply,
which in each case is situated in the same curtilage.

The supply was withdrawn from seventy-seven houses
during the year, as follows :—fifty-cight by request ; eight owing
to arrears of water rates; and eleven for other reasons.

In all cases the houses were inspected and, where found
to be occupied, notices were served on the occupiers request-
ing that the water supply be restored within a reasonable
time. In no case was it necessary to apply to the Magistrates
for an Order to enforee compliance with the Notice.

Rainfall—The following table gives details of the
monthly rainfall in inches in Wimbledon during 1938,
together with the mean for each month during the period
from 1929 to 1932 inclusive. The rainfall in 1938 was below
the average, and was the lowest recorded during the last five
years.

Ramvrarn 1% IxcrHES.
- = S A e o Torar For

Tmz. Jan. | Feb. | Mar. 1! Apr. | My | June IJulsTlui. Sepr. | Det. | Nov | Dec YeAn.
Mean for l
four years
1929-1932 | 1.73|0.74]0.87(2.21|2.85|1.11]2.14{2.90|2.11|2.44|3.33(1.94 24.37
inclusive, |
1933 e | 1.27(2.75]2.36|0.62(2.46 1..'5:!?‘.l 1.46(0.63|2.95/1.55 {},Bﬂl{i.ﬂd 1887

|

1934 ... 1.59|{}.2412.iﬁ‘2.03 0.46|0.91| 2.22{2.3411.40|1.30|2.04|5.05 21.79
1935 . 1.11(2.64(0.29(2.90|1.09|3.77(1.30|2.30|2.57|2.90(4.59|2.51 27.97
1936 3.99|1.81|1.08/1.75]0.55 3.1512,56 0.69(2.18]1.97|3.14|2.14 25.M
1937 3.83|3.90|2.77]1.92|2.3011.91]0.59|2.80(1.72|2.54]1.38(4.07 .73
1638 2.14]0.43]0.34]0.09|1.36]0.50| 1.15|2.79)|2.34|2.14|3.66|3.14 20.08
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Drainage, Sewerage, and Refuse Collection.—I am indebted
to the DBorough Engineer and Surveyor for the following
information :—

“The Sewage Disposal Works are still in course of
modernisation, but progress has been hampered by pressure
of other work due to the political situation.

Plans are now in an advanced state of preparation for
the construetion of all the remaining new filters required to
deal with the whole population of the Borough and the first
opportunity will be taken to obtain sanction for the necessary
loan.

For the last three years regular analyses have been car-
ried out and the daily results are recorded to secure the dis-
charge of a satisfactory effluent into the River Wandle. The
cleaning and repair of the sewerage system has heen system-
atically pursued and further progress has been made in re-
storing old sewers to a proper condition.

The scheme for the installation of modern refuse disposal
plant has had to be delayed but it is hoped that the matter
may be revived in the near future.

Refuse collection is carried on by a fleet of covered motor
vehicles and the collection of waste paper is incorporated with
the eollection of refuse with financially beneficial results. The
vehicles are efficiently maintained and they are systematically
replaced by new ones as soon as their economie life is
expended.”

Sanitary Inspection of District.—The following is a state-
ment showing the number and nature of inspeetions made
for the year 1938 :—

Reason of Visit. No.
Infections Diseases 545
House Inspections ... ... 4899
Inspections under Iiuumug ﬂet 193[i 337
House to House Inspections BRI 1
Rent Aet Inspections 5 14
Houses Let in Lodgings [m]mo’rmna 86

Inspection of Factories, Workshops,
Work-places and  Out-workers’

premises : s e 028
Dairies and Cowsheds Il‘iSl]EGt]UllR 265
Inspections under Shops Aets ... 269
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Reason [for Visit, No.

Application of Tests to Drains ... 250
Inspections under Diseases of Animals
Acts -

Obtaining Samples of Foods and Drugs —
Miscellaneous (ineluding Inspections of

food, slaughter-houses, mews,

stables, earavans, Petroleum Aects,

water supply, piggeries, mosquitoes,

ete.) sl RAZE

Total wi 11,962

Notices Served.—One thousand four hundred and thirty-
four preliminary notices or intimations were served in respect
of one thousand four hundred and fifty-eight houses.

It was found necessary to serve two hundred and twelve
Statutory Notices upon the owners or occupiers of two
hundred and four houses. The necessary work was executed
in all but ninety-three cases. In fifty of these the work was
actually in hand at the close of the year.

In only one instance was it necessary for legal proceed-
ings to he instituted.

In this case the owners of five houses failed to eomply
with Notices requiring the abatement of nuisances.

At the first hearing the magistrates aceepted an under-
taking given by the owners that they would complete the
remedial works within fourteen days. At the adjourned
hearing the summonses were withdrawn as the Notices had
heen satisfactorily complied with. _

Six hundred and thirty-four enquiries received from the
Town Clerk’s Department were replied to regarding seven
hundred and eighty-four properties where negotiations for sale
were il progress,

House Drainnge.—The drainage systems and sanitary
arrangements of fifty-six houses werve entirely reconstructed.
Extensive alterations or repairs were carried out at eighty-
one houses. At fifteen houses the drainage systems were made
water-tight by the patent internal process.

Rent (Restrictions) Acts, 1920-1933.—IFive applications
for inspections under the provisions of these Aects were

received.
49















FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS AND WORKPLACES,
1. Inspections for purposes of provisions as to health.

Premises

Number of

|
Inspections. |

— = —

Factories with mechanical power...
Factories without mechanical power

Other Premises under the Act (in-
clnding works of building and
engineering construction but not
including outworkers' premises)

TOTAL

172
275

63

Written |
Notices. |

11
13

28

Frosecu-
tinns.

2. Defects found.

Number of Defects.

Particulars

Want of Cleanliness (8.1) ..
Overcrowding (8.2) ... Lk
Unreasonable  temperature
(5.3) ..
Iuada-qunte vant.ﬂnt.mn (8.4)
Ineffective drainage of floors
{B.6) ...
Sanitary Gmwemeucas (8. ,}
Tosuflicient .
Unsuitable or Ilatect.ua
Not Separate for Sexes ..,
Othar Offences.. 3
(Excluding offences ru!ahng
to outwork and offences
under the Sections men-
tioned in the Schadule to
the Ministry of Health
(Factories and Workshops
Transfer of Powers) Order,
1921, and re-enacted in
the Third Schedule to the
Factories Act, 1937)

T

b

Found,

a3

10
10

R —

ToTALS

&9

Remedied.

i

Refarred
to H.M.
Inspector.

Prosecu-
fions,

Bad




Outwork in Unwholesome Premises— (Section 108).

MNotices Prosecu-
Berved tions

R —— —~ - | —

Nature of Work Instances

Wearing Apparel — Making, Ete,

1
Others :

Outwork in Infected Premises—Sections 109-110 ... Nil

HOME WORK.
Lists received :—

Twice in the vear —
Number of Out-workers -
Onee in the year 1
Number of Out-workers 2
Number of Out-workers’ premises on
Register b 39
Number of addresses lmewed flmn uther
Couneils 2 40
Number of addresses fmwarded to Uther
Couneils . T
Notices served on meuplers as tc:- l{eepmg or
sending Lists —
Prosecutions — Failing to keep Out-
workers’ Lists ... R —
Prosecutions—Failing to imnnh Ialsh —_
Inspections of Out-workers’ premises a0
Number of unwholesome premises ... —
Notices served to remedy ... —

REGISTERED WORKSHOPS,
The fn::llmung are the principal classes of workshops on
the register at the end of the year :—
Bakehouses  (including  eight  Factory

Bakehouses) 27
Boot Repairing b e 54
Builders e g nes 24

. Coach Builders 3
Cyecles ... 6
Dining Rooms 20
Dressmaking ... 21



Furniture Repairers 8

Jewellers and Wateh Repairers ... 11
Laundries 20
Millinery 3
Motors 29
Printing T
Smiths 4
Tailoring 19
Woodworkers ... 19
Miseellaneous ... 99

Total vw Bk

OTHER MATTERS.
Underground Bakehouses in use at the

end of the year ... 3
Matters notified to H.M. Inspector of Factories :—
Failure to affix Abstraets of Aet ... eyt 3Nl
Action taken in mat-\ Notified by H.M.
ters referred by H.M. Inspeector ... Nil
Inspector as remedial } Reports of action
under the Publie taken sent to
Health Acts. H.M. Inspector  Nil

Offensive Trades.—There were sixteen fish-frying premises
on the register. These were periodieally inspected and found
to be earried on without nuisance.

Disinfection.—The number of rooms disinfected was four
hundred and sixty-eight, and the number of articles of bedding,
wearing apparel, ete., 4,218,

Special attention was given to cases of tuberculosis.
Whenever such patients were removed to sanatoria, or
changed their home addresses, a special visit was paid at the
earliest possible moment by one of the Sanitary Inspectors
with a view to thorough disinfection of rooms, bedding and
elothing being carried out.

A considerable amount of disinfection after cancer was
also earried out at the request of relatives.

Eradication of Bed Bugs.—The number of houses dealt
with under this heading was as follows:—
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Infested. Disinfested.
(a) Counecil houses ... 10 10
(h) Other houses G G

In seventy cases the disinfestation was earried out by the
Local Authority and in five cases the work was done by
private persons under the supervision of the Sanitary
Inspectors.

The procedure adopted is as follows. A eareful inspection
of the premises is made by one of the Sanitary Inspectors who
gives the necessary adviee to the oceupiers or owners for the
eradication of the vermin. After the skirtings, mouldings and
pieture rails have been eased from the walls or removed, and the
floor eoverings taken up, either sulphur dioxide or a reliable
insecticide is used. When neeessary, the paper is stripped from
the walls and eeilings and burned.

Bedding and elothing ave removed to the disin fecting station
and treated with steam.

Oeccupiers are further advised to thoroughly eleanse the
premises with disinfectant solution and to maintain a eareful
watch for any stray bugs.

Subsequent inspections are made by the Sanitary
Inspectors and where necessary the disinfestation process is
repeated. :

When new tenants are to be moved into a Couneil house
an inspection is first made of their premises, bedding and
furniture. If evidenee of vermin is diseovered, disinfestation
1s carried out prior to the tenants removal.

No contractors are employed by the Loeal Authority for
the purpose of disinfestation.

Mosquitoes.—As in previous years, the lakes, pools,
ditches, and other known breeding places of mosquitoes were
efficiently sprayved with paraffin on three occasions.

Stable Refuse.—In order to eontrol as far as possible the
nuisance arising from flies during the latter part of the
summer special attention was paid to stable premises and to
allotments where sueh refuse was being deposited prior to use.
Oceupiers of stables were warned as to the neecessity for frequent
removal.  Allotment holders were persuaded either to cover
accumulations with a layer of elean earth at least six inches
deep, or to dig them into the ground as soon as possible. The
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Inspectors found that the persons eoncerned were willing to
co-operate and in only seven eases was the serviee of a Notiee
found to be neeessary.

Diseases of Animals Acts.—No case of notifiable disease,
within the meaning of these Aets, was reported to the Author-
ity during the year. There were, however, a number of
Orders made by the Ministry of Agrieulture, particularly with
regard to outhbreaks of foot and mouth disease. A number of
enquiries were dealt with by the Department. In a few instances
licenees for the movement of animals were issued.

Shops Acts, 1912-1934.—1In addition to general surveys of
the shops during holiday periods, and in econneetion with
evening eclosing hours, two hundred and sixty-nine visits were
made for the purpose of observing eontraventions of the Aets,
for advising shopkeepers regarding the Regulations in force,
and for the investigation of complaints. In two cases, both
“mixed ” shops, legal proceedings were instituted, with the
following results:—

(a) For selling non-exempted articles after the statutory

evening closing hour—Fined €1 and £1 1s. Od. eosts.

(b) For selling non-exempted articles after the statutory
evening closing hour—Fined 10/-,

It should be emphasised again that the type of offenice most
difficult to detect is that in conneetion with the “ mixed  shop,
where exempted and non-exempted goods ave sold. Observations
are kept over long periods without an offence being deteeted,
whilst at the same time it is known that breaches of the
Act are being committed. It is more in the nature of an
aceident that an offender is eaught red-handed, and in such
a case it 1s usually followed by a plea of a first offence.

The hawkers who come into the distriet on the weekly
half-holiday eontinue to receive attention, and quite a number
received written warnings from the Department that further
econtraventions would result in proceedings being taken
against them.

Some diffieulty was experienced in eonnection with ean-
vassers making house to house calls for orders on the weekly
half-holiday. In each ecase the canvasser was warned and a
communiecation was afterwards sent to the employer, setting out
details of the contravention.



The Shops Aect, 1934, which came into operation on the
30th December, 1934, has added econsiderably to the work of
the Loeal Authority, particularly in connection with the em-
ployment of ‘‘ young persons.”

An additional duty has been placed upon the Local
Sanitary Authority by Seetion 10 which deals with the
health and comfort of shop workers. This section requires
the provision of sufficient and suitable sanitary eonveniences,
washing facilities, ete.

In order to comply with the Aet it is necessary for a
complete inspection to be made of all shops in the distriet.
Every effort is being made to complete the survey as soon as
possible.

On the 14th July, 1937, two additional Aets, the Shops Aet,
1936, and the Retail Meat Dealers” Shops (Sunday Closing)
Aet, 1936, received the Royal Assent. The former provides
for the application of the Shops Aets, 1912 to 1934 to premises
and places where the business of lending books or periodicals
is carried on for purposes of gain. The second Aect provides,
subject to certain exceptions, for the compulsory elosing of
retail meat trading shops and stalls on Sundays.

These Acts came into operation on the first day of
January, 1937.

The Shops (Sunday Trading Restrietion) Act, 1936,

received the Royal Assent on 31st July, 1936. It hecame
operative as from lst May, 1937.

The Young Persons (Employment) Aect, 1938, received the
Royal Assent on 29th July, 1938, and eame into operation on
1st January, 1939,

Part 1 of this Aet contains provisions for regulating the
hours of young persons employed in certain occupations which
have not hitherto been subject to regulations of this kind.
Part 1I contains certain amendments to the Shops Aets.

In the main this Aect is to be administered by local
Authorities, but in the case of eertain oceupations the duty
is undertaken by H.M. Inspector of Faectories and ILM.
Inspeetor of Mines.

In consequence of these new Aects it has been necessary
to completely revise our system of Records.

Many employers are experiencing difficulty in understand-
ing the numerous provisions of the Acts, and consequently the
advice of the Departments’ Officers is frequently sounght.
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As in previous years, the Iome Seeretary made an Order
suspending the operation of the general Early Closing Order
from 19th to 24th December, inclusive.  This did not, of
course, relieve occupiers of the obligation to ecomply with the
Weekly Half-holiday Order in force, and, as a consequence,
a number of enquiries were dealt with by the Department.

Petroleum Acts.-—Ninety-eight applications were granted
for permission to keep petroleum, ninety-three of these being
for the renewal of existing licences.

One hundred and fifteen inspections were made of the
various premises in respeet of which licences had bheen issued.

Fouling of Footways by Dogs.—Only six complaints
were received regarding this matter during the year, and they
were investigated immediately. As I have pointed out in
previous Reports, a considerable amount of time is taken up
by the Inspectors in these investigations as the complaints
usually refer to a portion of the distriet without a definite
road or place being mentioned. It must be elearly under-
stood that the Bye-laws in force apply only to dogs on a lead.
I would again emphasise that the closest co-operation on the
part of the general public, and dog owners in particular, is
needed if these Bye-laws are to be made really effective.

Employment Agencies.—Visits were paid, at irregular
intervals, to the premises of the twelve licensed keepers. No
breach of the Bye-laws was observed.

Employment of Children Bye-Laws.—In conneetion with
the employment of children, observations were made during
the year and ninety-three breaches reported to the Education
Authority. Legal proceedings were instituted in twenty-two
of these cases.

This work is done mainly outside office hours, on Sundays,
and publie holidays. TFurther details relating to this matter
are given in the Report of the School Medical Officer.

Smoke Abatement.—Thirty complaints of nuisance from
smoke were received,

It was found that improper stoking was the cause of
the trouble.

Instructions were immediately given for proper attention
to be paid to the fires, and oceupiers were also warned of
the provisions of the Act in force.
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HOUSING.
(a) HOUSING STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 1938,
1. Inspection of Dwelling-houses during the Year :—

(1) (a) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected
for housing defects (under Publiec Health

or Housing Acts) oo 2,446
(b) Number of inspections made for the
purpose ... gl . 9,466

(2) (a) Number of dwelhng huuses {nmluded under
sub-head [1] above) which were inspected
and recorded under the Housing Consoli-
dated Regulations, 1925 and 1932

(b) Number of inspections made for the
purpose ... ! ; oo 3,396

(3) Number of dwellmg houses fuund to be in
a state so dangerous or injurious to health
as to be unfit for human habitation 2y - N

(4) Number of dwelling-houses, exclusive of
those referred to under the preceding sub-
head found not to be in all respects
reasonably fit for human habitation .o 1,458

2. Remedy of defects during the year without service of
formal notices :—

-]
I
]|

Number of defective dwelling-houses rend-
ered fit in consequence of informal action
by the local authority or their officers ... 1,161
3. Action under Statutory Powers during the year:—
A.—Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of the Housing
Aet, 1936 .—
(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of
which notices were served requiring repairs Nil

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were
rendered fit after service of formal notices :

(a) By owners - Nil
(b) By loeal authurlt,}r in default of owners Nil
B.—Proceedings under Public Health Acts:—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respeect of
whiech notices were served requiring
defects to be remedied vee 204
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Loeal Authority re-housing overcrowded families in Counecil
houses whenever suitable vacancies oceurred.

Of the eighty-three cases remaining at the end of the year,
twenty-five families were overcrowded to the extent of only
half a unit (child under ten years), and twenty-one others by
only one unit.

Two new cases of overcrowding were reported during 1938,
Both were abated before the end of the year.

The Minister of Health, by an Order dated 26th June,
1936, fixed the 1st July, 1936, as the *‘ appointed day * for
Wimbledon for the purposes of Section 62 of the Housing Aect,
1936.

The effect of this was to require that by the 1st January,
1937, every rent book used in relation to a ““dwelling house”’
should contain a summary in the preseribed form of certain
provisions of the Aect, and a statement of the permitted
number of persons who eould occupy the house without
causing it to be overerowded.

Overcrowding occurring after 1st January, 1937, with
certain exceptions, thus becomes an offence.

Up to 31st December, 1938, three thousand seven hundred
and sixty-eight certificates as to * permitted numbers ™ had
heen issued by the Department to owners or agents of proper-
ties in the Borough. Three hundred and seventy-three of these
were issued during 1938, and necessitated measurements being
carried out in one hundred and ninety-three houses.

fach applieant was also supplied with a summary of the
provisions of the Aet as to overerowding. The provisions of the
Aet, and information as to the “ appointed days,” were widely
published throughout the distriet and in the loeal press in 1936.

(b) HOUSING CONDITIONS.

Fifty-four houses and two hundred and ninety-nine flats
were erected by private enterprise during 1938; in addition,
sevenn houses were converted into nineteen flats.

According to the Registrar-General’s estimate for the
middle of 1938, the population in Wimbledon was 58,680 as
compared with 58,440 in 1937.

As has been previously stated, there is an absence of
suitable building sites in Wimbledon for the erection of houses
for persons of smaller means.
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No difficulties were experienced during the year in taking
action under the Publie Health Aects when dealing with
housing conditions.

In several instances it was found more practicable to deal
satisfactorily with properties by means of negotiations with
the owners rather than by taking formal action under the
Housing Acts.

In the Report for 1936, mention was made of the re-con-
ditioning which was being carried out in a block of buildings
comprising forty-eight self-contained flats. By the end of 1938
thirty-three of these flats had been dealt with. Considerable
alterations have been made to the sanitary conveniences, addi-
tional windows have been provided, and the lighting of the
rooms very much improved.

The owner has undertaken to complete the work for the
whole of the flats within the time given by the Council.

In 1937 a block of five dwelling-houses, which were unfit
for human habitation, had heecome empty, the owner having
previously given an undertaking to the Couneil not to re-let
them when vacancies oceurred. The last remaining tenant was
re-housed under arrangements made by the Couneil,

These dwelling-houses have heen demolished and a portion
of the site is now used as a garden.

This demolition made it possible for the small and
crowded yards of four adjoining houses to be extended a
further fourteen feet. This enabled the owner to re-build the
waterclosets and wash-houses at a more desirable distance from
the dwellings. In addition, dilapidated structures were re-
moved and other general improvements effected.

The whole of this work was accomplished as the result
of negotiations, without the serviece of a notice.



INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD

Milk Supply.—Practically all the milk for retail sale is
brought into the area from other districts. A few cows are
kept by private individuals for milk, but such milk is not retailed.

Eleven applications were received from persons desirous of
being registered under the Milk and Dairies Aets and Orders.
Registration was granted in each case.

There were on the registers at 31st December, 1938, thirty-
one dairvmen, twenty-three dairymen and purveyors and
twenty-seven retail purveyors.

Two hundred and sixty-five inspections were made of the
premises of dairyvmen and purveyors of milk in the distriet.
‘onditions diseovered requiring attention were promptly dealt
with.

Continued attention was paid to the prevention of the
hottling of milk in the streets.

No aetion was necessary with regard to tuberceulous milk
or cattle.

The number of licences granted under the Milk (Speeial
Designations) Order, 1936, was as follows :—

Pasteuriser’s Licence ... 1
Dealers Licences :
Tubereulin Tested Milk 12
Accredited Milk ... —
Pasteurised Milk 16
Supplementary Licenees ... 11

Under the provisions of the Milk {Speczal !)es:gnatmns]
Order, 1936, which canie into operation on lIst June, 1936, the

numhnr of grades is redueed to three, namely, Tuber eulm Tested,
Aceredited, and Pasteurised.

Bacteriological Examination.— Fifty-five samples of milk
were taken for baecteriological examination under the Milk
(Speeial Designations) Order; five were found not to comply
wholly with the bacteriological standards laid down. In each case
the dealer was informed of the result of the examination and
advised to take adeguate steps to comply with the conditions
of the licence. Subsequent samples were taken with satisfactory
results.

Slaughter of Animals Aet, 1933.— This Aet makes the
licensing of slaughtermen eompulsory. Two licences were re-
newed by the Corporation for a further period of twelve months.
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Humane slaughtering has been compulsory under the Bye-laws
in the Borough for a number of vears.

Slaughter Houses.—There was one slaughter-house on the
register at the end of the yvear. Very few animals are killed
here. The requisite notices are received prior to slaughter-
ing, thus making it possible for complete examination of the
carcases to be carried out.

Continued attention is being devoted to the Publie
Health (Meat) Regulations, 1924,

One hundred and thirty visits were made to the shops
of butehers, fishmongers, fruiterers and other premises where
food is stored, prepared, or exposed for sale,

Unsound Food.— A loaf of bread, sold by a loeal shopkeeper
was found, on being eut, to contain foreign matter. An examin-
ation of the bakehouse and utensils was earried out, and the
baker was questioned. It was ascertained that a eat was usually
kept in the bakehouse and was probably the source of the
trouble. The baker was warned that animals must not be allowed
in the bakehouse in the future. Apart from this the bakery and
shop were in a satisfactory condition.

A written warning was afterwards sent by the local
Authority but no legal proeeedings were instituted.

One complaint was received alleging that sour milk had
been supplied by a local firm of Dairymen. After exhaustive
enquiries it was decided that the ease was one which did not
warrant the taking of legal action. The Dairymen agreed to
pay particular attention to their method of distribution and to
take all possible precautions to prevent any further eause for
complaint.

Another ecomplaint referred to sausages purchased from
a loecal shopkeeper. Subsequent examination shewed that the
sausages were quite good and could not have been the cause of
sickness complained of,

In another ease, a tin of a well-known brand of evaporated
milk was found to be sour. An immediate investigation was
made at the shop premises and a number of similar tins were
tried, and the remainder withdrawn from stock.

Later, in the presence of a representative of the Manu-
facturers, some of the tins were opened. Although the milk was
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found not to be sour, it was not considered to be in good eon-
dition. The deterioration was regarded to be due to the length
of time the milk had been in stock.

The unsold tins of milk were subsequently destroyed,

One box of golden cutlets (haddoek) about 7 lbs. in weight
was found to be decomposing and the trader voluntarily sur-
rendered the fish as unsound.

Food and Drugs (Adulteration) Act, 1928.

The Public Analyst under the Food and Drugs Acts is
appointed by the Surrey County Couneil. I am indebted to
the County Medical Officer of Health for the information set
out in the table below, which deals with the work carried
out in Wimbledon during 193%.

2 ADULTERATED OR &
ANELESHD DeTERIORATED | § | £
ARTICLES e = = Bk 3
g | E| B g | E| 3 s |k
™ a [=] ™ [=} (=]
08 e bl (078 e I i
I
Milk - 40 : 40 1 i |
Artifieial Cream ... ok Loed]
Butter = ] i 3
Cheese 3 3
Liard ot S [ 1
Meat 2 | q
Flour 2 2
Tes ... 5
Cocoa |
Bugar i st e
Bausages ... R e 2
Confectionery& Jam | ... | 1 1
Drugs : O R 1
Orange Sauash ... S [ e T o
Chocolate Roll ... L] R 3 ! [ 2
Cornish Cream
Sandwich 5
Other Articles ... 2 2 1
Totals a9 1 GO 3 ‘ ]




PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER
INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES

During 1938, two hundred and eight cases of infeetious
disease were notified. These were ninety-six more than in 1937,
For several years the incidence of notifiable infectious disease
in Wimbledon has been low,

Full enguiries were made by the Sanitary Inspectors into
the cirenmstances of each ease,

Scarlet Fever.—Fifty-five cases of scarlet fever were noti-
fied, the same number as in 1937. The attack rate was 0.93 per
thousand of the population.

Attack Rate. Death Rate, \
1891-1895 4.80 0.02
1395,1902 3.30 0.04
1901-1905 ... 2.30) 0.02
1906-1910 ... 1.07 0.05 Per thousand
19111915 ... 3.03 0.01 | s
1916-1920 ... 1.80 0.01 Population.
1921-1925 ... 3.04 0.02
1926-1930 ... 9. 44 0.003
1931-1935 1.84 0.003

In one Imu*;e there were three cases, in three houses there
were two cases, and in the remaining forty-six houses one case,

Fifty, or 90.90 per cent of the cases were treated in
hospital.

The disease was in most cases of a mild character, and
responded readily to treatment. There was no death from
searlet fever amongst Wimbledon residents.

Of the cases notified 60.00 per eent. were children of
school age, five to fifteen years, and of these thirty-one attended
the following schools :—

Wimbledon Park Junior Mixed School 1
All Saints Junior Mixed Sehool 6
All Saints Girls’ and Infants’ School i 4
Cottenham Park Mixed School 2
Cottenham Park Infants’ Sehool 2
(Queen’s Road Girls” School 1
Queen’s Road Infants' School 5
Pelham Road Infants’ Sechool 3
Old Central School ]
Central School . i 2
at. Mary’s R.C. ‘:(-hml 2
Private Schools 3
Schools outside the Borough ... 2

Total

L]
=i



Diphtheria.—The number of eases of diphtheria showed a
marked deecrease, there being thirty-seven notifications in 1938 as
compared with sixty in the previous vear. The attack rate was
0.63 per thousand of the population.

Attack Rate. Death Rate,
1801-1895 1.06 0.312%
1896- 1500 g 1.42 VT 0,208
1901-1905 1.20 0.110
1906-1910 1.42 0.121 I"er thousand
1911-1915 1.74 0.104 of the
1916-1920 1.88 0.1570 Population,
1921-1925 i 1.68 0007
1926-1930 Laid 1.83 0.027
1931-1935 0.85 0,017}

In one house there were three cases, in two houses there
were two eases, and in the remaining thirty houses, one case.

Thirty-five or 9459 per cent. of the patients reeceived
hospital treatment,

Two deaths oceurred, giving a death rate of 0L03 per
thousand of the population.

Of the ecases notified, 62.16 per cent. were children of sehool
agze, five to fifteen years, and of these twenty-two attended the

Queen’s Road Infants’ Sechool 2
All Saints Junior Mixed School 5
Dundonald Junior Girls’ & Infants’ Se]m{ll 1
Cottenham Park Infants’ School 1
St. Mary’s R.C. School 5
Pelham Road Infants’ School 2
Private Schools ... (i

Total ... 22

Careful investigation is carried out after each case of
diphtheria has been notified. School children from infected
houses are swabbed and not re-admitted to school until a
negative result has been obtained.

Diphtheria Immunisation.—Sessions of the Immunisation
Clinie were held every Saturday morning at the Health Centre.

A preliminary Sehick test is carried out on all ehildren
over seven vears of age. Immunisation is effected by means of
three injeetions of T.A.F., with a week's interval between the
first and second injeetion, and a fortnight's interval between
the second and third.

In no case was any unpleasant reaction noted.
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Twenty-six children and seven members of the Day Nursery
staff were Schick tested.  Twelve children and two of the staff
were found to be positive and then immunised. In all, one
hundred and twenty-six children, and two members of the Day
Nursery staff, were immunised. Four hundred and ninety-two
attendanees were made for this purpose. Of the one hundred
and twenty-eight persons immunised, fifty attended for a sub-
sequent Schick test. In all eases they were found to be Schick
negative.

More use should be made of this Immunisation Clinie.
Adviee regarding immunisation is given at all the Welfare
Uentres, and leaflets are also sent to the parents of all ehildren
to be medically examined in the Infants’ Schools.

Smallpox.—There were no eases of smallpox in Wimbledon
in 1938,

Enteric Fever.—One case of enterie fever was notified.
The infection had been contracted abroad. This case terminated
fatally early in 1939,

No death oceurred from enterie fever amongst Wimbledon
residents in 1938,

»

Food Poisoning.—(ne complaint was received of illness
suspeeted to be due to food poisoning. It was thought that his
illness might have been due to eating pork pie. Full baeterio-
logical investigation was made. No organisms of the food
poisoning group, however, were isolated.

Cerebro-Spinal Fever.—No case of this disease was notified
during the year. One death oceurred outside the Borough of a
patient resident in Wimbledon.

Acute Poliomyelitis—No case of poliomyelitis oeeurred.

Encephalitis Lethargica.—No case of encephalitis lethar-
riea was notified.

Erysipelas.—Notifications were received in respeet of
twenty-three eases of erysipelas. In seventeen instances these
were nursed at home. Two patients requiring removal were
treated at the Kingston County Hospital, and three at the
Infections Iiseases Hospital at Gap Road.

There was one death.
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Influenza.—Very few cases of influenza oecurred in 1938.
Nine deaths (five males and four females) were due to this
disease. Only two eases of influenzal pneumonia were notified
during the year.

Ophthalmia Neonatorum.—Eicht cases of ophthalmia
neonatorum were notified. Six of these were treated at home,
nursing being provided by the staff of the Distriet Nursing
Association in five instances.

Malaria, Dysentery, etc. No notification of malaria was
received. One patient was notified as suffering from dysentery,

Puerperal Fever and Puerperal Pyrexia.—In accordance
with the Public Health (Notification of Puerperal Fever and
Puerperal Pyrexia) Regulations, 1926 and 1928, the Couneil
have an arrangement with an obstetric physician who acts as
consultant in this area, Facilities are also available for
bacteriological diagnosis.

Hospital treatment is provided at the following
institutions :—

(i) Queen Charlotte’s Maternity Hospital Isolation
Bloek, Hammersmith ;

(11) Borough of Wimbledon Infectious Diseases
Hospital. -

Eleven cases of puerperal pyrexia were notified. Six of
these patients were removed to the Queen Charlotte’s Maternity
Hospital Isolation Block, Hammersmith. In addition, two were
treated at the Infections Diseases Hospital, Gap Road, and
three were treated at home.

In 1937 there were two eases of puerperal fever and five
eases of puerperal pyrexia notified to the Department.

There was no death from puerperal sepsis amongst the
eleven patients notified under the Regulations.

The ecost to the Couneil in respect of the patients treated
in the Queen Charlotte’s Maternity Hospital Isolation Block was
£50 18s. 6d., of which amount £36 19s. 3d. was recovered from
the patients or their relatives.

Under the provisions of the Public Health Act, 1936, cases
of puerperal fever are now notifiable as puerperal pyrexia.

Non-notifiable Diseases.—The deaths from the non-notifi-
able infeetious discases during the past nine wvears have heen
as follows :—
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Table showing Ages at Death from Notifiable
Infectious Diseases.

AGES AT DEATH.

DISEASE. s 1| 28] 4|5 10]|15|20]385]as
S| to | to | to | to | to | to | to | to | to | to |and
S| 2| 8| 4(5|10]15]20 95|45]6s ,uvari
| i T AT
Bmallpox . =5 (o) hene| et e | e e it e o ot
Bearlet Fever il et e e it 1 g W] g DR

Diphtheria{including|
Membranous Croap) | ... | < | oo | oo | - e St e lo | S| e b bl Al
Enteric Fever (inclu- | {

ding Parabyphoid) § ieo | oo | san |ases] imne | cmno] toma | iana |
Puerparal Fever s L] [ g B N == i dellieam | il
Posrperal: Pypexio ol v 4o | aee brews] e 4 sl |t b s | rasi fost 1 s
Acute Primary | ' '

Pneumonia | 2 | ... | by g 71 9120
Acute Influenzal ' | ' |
b Tt Tt 1 RS R RESeholl| PR st SRR | o R gl 1] 4
Corebro Spinal Peverd 1 | ... | ... | - T S (iR Errah] e 1
Acute Poliomyelitis ’ . | - il G e
Acute ! ' |
: : |
Polio-encephalitis | .. e .
Encephajitis ' _ I
Lethargioa | -« | oo | oa'| & . (i) B B |EEE e
Malaria Pt (it el cantil 2 VRG] [NPAE TS e e MR -
Dysentery ... =3 | TR Rl | G ety vl (Dol el ety (G it R0 R 2
Ophthalmia ' ol
Neonatorum | ... | ... i U RS U S
Erysipelas |t , 1] 1
Tuberculosis ! |
(all forms) 8l | | T R 8 5 £ I8 1 R B
: ‘ - ' '
TOTALS... o 8. | Ela i g|..| 1{20|13|15|15]59
| | X |

The figures given in this table are those obtained after
correction by inward and outward transfers of deaths.
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Table showing Zymotic Death Rate, the Death Rates
from Zymotic Diseases, and Death Rate from Tuberculous

Diseases.
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Table showing Number of Cases of Infectious Diseases
Notified during each year from 1926 to 1938.

DISEABE 19261927|1928 1920 1930/1931/1932(1985(1934/1935(1936/1937/1958
1
Bmallpox s o A N O e ey e i (BT
Bearlet Faver . (165 169 (126 (181 127 | 75 (196 (126 (130 | 8T (105 | 55 | 55
Diphtheria l'm-::]udmg

Membranous Croup) 26 | 52 (170 (150 140 | 74 | 64 | 21 | 47 | 45 | 49 | 60 | 87
Enteric Fever - oo R o ) I ) RUSIT) S 108 RTE] S | e o L T (R |
Paratyphoid Fever e I 1 I T R 1 5 O 8 O TR 5 T R
Puerperal Faver gl # g gt o3 by T gl gt g | g
Puerperal Pyrexia el IR e O S LN o (R R S R ]
Acute Primary Pneumonia | 39 | 42 | 82 | 39 23 | 21 |28 |22 |22 | 11 |21 | 26 | 19
Acute Influenzal Pneumonia| 1| 9| 8| 9 1| 7(a3 20| 5|..| 6|20] 2
Cerebro-spinal Fever 13| o P e W Wl el I g ) 1 (EEC AT SR e |
Acute Poliomyelitis L e 8] | | s e x g [ T i 1] | S 1 -
Acute Polio-encephalitis | } O o ) s ] [ 3
Encephalitis Le nrgiuu. 3] 2| 1 1 1 T TS I A L .
Malaria ... oot G ool g Sy |l e, P ey (g R0 R
Dysentery ... ... o HETTRN INCECHN RPPOR EDTIN (PPl IOVCh B 5 POV RN T A IR O |
Ophthalmia Hmnaturum g A48 L 8] &L KL 8L 91l 81-8] 8
Erysipelas .. |17 |24 |19 |38 29 |29 |18 |99 |25 |20 | 22 | 17 | 28
Pulmonary Tub-erculmm .| 48 | 56 | 65 | 56 | bili | 67 | B1L |70 | 58 | 56 | 58 | 75 | 43

Non-pulmonary Tuber- ' . |
culosis 6191418 5 ‘ 18| 8| 7|18|ua11|1s]| s
Totals .| 320 | 401 | 4565 15'?|-1m a0l ]331 312 | 811 241 (286 (304 1208

|
TUBERCULOSIS.

Fifty-one cases of tnbereulosis were notified. This figure
shows a deerease of thirty-nine on the number for the previous

year,

The deaths from tubereulosis were two less than in 1937,
the total figure being thirty-one.
(Of the twenty-five deaths from pulmonary tuberculosis,
twelve died outside the distriet (seven males and five females).,
These deaths were transferred to Wimbledon by the Registrar-

CGleneral.

There were six non-pulmonary deaths (four males and

two females).

Two males and one female died outside the

distriet. The causes of death in these cases were as follows :—

Tuberculous right knee joint
Intestinal and Peritoneal Tubereulosis
Tuberculosis of the Kidneys

ERC]

1
1
1

At the end of the year there were three hundred and
seventy-three cases remaining on the tuberculosis register, two
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hundred and seventy-five being cases of pulmonary, and ninety-
eight cases of non-pulmonary tuberculosis. The register is
revised quarterly as the result of information given by the
Tubereulosis Officer of cases in attendance at the Dispensary.

An inspection of the home eonditions and sanitary environ-
ment of every tuberculous patient is earried out by the staff of
the Public Health Department as soon as the notification is
received.

As the result of the large number of visits which are paid
by the members of the sanitary and nursing staff much is
done to improve insanitary conditions.

Where possible arrangements are made for patients to sleep
in separate bedrooms. Disinfectants are supplied free of
charge and sputum flasks are available on application at the
Publie Health Department.

Leaflets giving adviee as to what precautions should be
taken by the patient are also left in the home. Subsequently
routine visits are paid by the Health Visitor attached to the
Tuberculosis Dispensary, from whom regular reports on the
home eonditions are received.

Information eoneerning home contacts in attendanee at the
publie elementary schools is forwarded to the School Medieal
Department, where arrangements are made for their special
observation.  Similar information concerning contacts under
school age is passed to the Health Visitor of the distriet con-
cerned, in order that special efforts may be made to persuade
parents to attend with them at the Child Welfare Centres, In
a certain number of ecases convalescent treatment is arranged
for children who are contacts of the disease.

The Surrey County Council make all arrangements for
the provision of sanatorium and hospital treatment.

During 1938, thirty-six Wimbledon patients were admitted
to sanatoria or hospitals.

Public Health (Prevention of Tuberculosis) Regulations,
1925.—No action was neecessary in regard to tubereulous
employees in the milk trade.

Public Health Act, 1925 (Section 62).—No action was
required under this section of the Publiec Health Act, 1925.
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Wimbledon Infectious Diseases Hospital

CABES ADMITTED DEATHS
DISEASE " I
Under | Over § TUnder | Over 5 |
5 Years| Years Total J:. Years| Years Total
Brought forward from 1937
Boarlet Favar : i 3 11 14
Diphtheria... ; 2 14 16 o .
Paratyphoid Fever 1 1 . .
Measles i } [ 1 Bet .
Dyszentery .. 1 1 2 T S
CASES .&DM’[TTED 1IN 1933
From Wimbledon— |
Bearlot Favar 10 &5 | 55 . +-
Scarlet Fever and Chmkan-

POX: ol 1 1
Diphtheria ... 4 32 36 1 1
Typhoid Fever 1 1 8 o
Fuerperal Pyrexia 1 1 i .
FPuerperal Bapsis ... 1 1 . .
Puerperal Bepsis IBabﬂ 1 = 1 -
Uerebro-Spinal Fever

{Carrier) 1 1 :
Eryzipelas ... : 3 3 xxe “es
Measles ... 4 T 9 20 x 1
Measles and Broncho-

pneumonia ... 1 1 sss .
Garman Measles ... 1 1 i
Whooping Cough ... 1 1 -
Enteritis ... 1 1 i "
Scabies .. 1 1 i 3
Beabies {Eabv] 1 1 .

From Kingsion—
Scarlet Faver w1 10 41 51 I 2t g’
Diphtheria... C | 5 | " 3 3
Typhoid Fever : 1 1 1 1
Acute Poliomyelitis 2 2
Dysentery ... Ee [ 7 24
Measles ... 10 b 15 ;
Chicken-pox e o 1 1 2 i
Totals ... 87 239 | 826 1 5 6
|
Daily Average Number of Cases in Hospital T
Avernge Number of Days in Hospital (per Case)... ... .. 8¢
Total Number of Kingston Cases treated ... U | .

The revenue derived from the admission of patients from
outside areas since 1919 now exceeds £39,000.

Two hundred and ninety-two eases were admitted to the
Infeetious Diseases Hospital during 1938. As there were thirty-
four cases in hospital at the end of 1937, the total number of
cases under treatment during the year amounted to three
hundred and twenty-six. One hundred and forty-three of these
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eases were from Wimbledon, and one hundred and eighty-three
from Kingston. There were thus eighty-three more cases treated
in the Hospital in 1938 as compared with the previous year.

Scarlet Fever.—One hundred and six patients were
admitted to hospital suffering from searlet fever during the
vear, together with one patient who was found to be suffering
from searlet fever and chicken pox.

The following eomplications were noted amongst the cases
under treatment:—
Rhinorrhea
Acute Otitis Media
Otorrheea
Mastoiditis
Adenitis
Sub-mental absces
Acute Nephritis
Rheumatism
Whitlows
One of the frequent complications noted was rheumatism.
In the majority of cases the rheumatism was slight, and no
cardiae complications oceurred.

Paracentesis was performed when necessary. In all
patients with ear complications the discharge had ceased before
they left hospital, and in no ease had any apparent deafness
resulted.

One patient developed acute nephritis which necessitated
a prolonged stay in hospital before complete recovery had
taken place.

As in previous years, anti-scarlatinal serum was used fairly
extensively.  Nearly all patients, exeept those who had the
disease in a mild form, received an injection of serum on admis-
sion. In most of the cases sulphonamide preparations were also
oiven, either in econjunetion with anti-searlatinal serum or
alone. The results were very gratifying. In a few cases sulph-
hemoglobinemia developed. These symptoms, however, were
mild, and rapidly passed off when the sulphonamide preparations
were discontinued.

There were no deaths from searlet fever. One “ return”
case oceurred. This amounted to 0.899, of the patients
discharged.

=L QD e RS e W O OO
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Diphtheria.—One hundred and seven patients were
admitted as eases of diphtheria. This was an inerease of
nineteen on the figure for 1937. Of the one hundred and seven
admissions, only sixty-two proved to be suffering from true
elinical diphtheria. These latter cases included three children
with laryngeal diphtheria. Fourteen patients were admitted as
the result of positive swabs. They were found to be harbouring
baeilli in the nose or throat, but not actually suffering from the
disease. Twelve other patients on admission were found to be
suffering from non-diphtheritic infections of the throat.

Amongst the sixty-two elinical eases of diphtheria, paralysis
oeeurred as a complication in twelve patients. The symptoms
of paralysis noted amongst these latter cases were as follows :—

Palatal paralysis 6
Ciliary paralysis 3
Paresis of legs ... T iy 3

The other complieations nutu-:l amﬂngat tln, patients admitted
to hospital as eases of diphtheria were as follows :—

Otorrhoea B
Myoecarditis ... 3
Mastoiditis 1
Nephritis 3 e 1

Four deaths occurred amnngst ﬂm one hundred and seven
patients admitted to hospital as suffering from diphtheria. Three
of the deaths from diphtheria oeeurred in patients admitted
from outside the Borough. It will thus be noted that one
Wimbledon patient died from this disease during 1938,

As In previous years, three negative swabs were obtained
from the nose and throat of all patients prior to discharge,

No ““ return "’ cases of diphtheria were reported during
the year.

Enteric Fever.—Two patients were admitted as cases of
typhoid fever. In one case the diagnosis of typhoid fever was
not confirmed. The remaining patient was an old case of
diabetes with cirrhosis of the liver. This case terminated fatally.

Dysentery. patients suffering from Sonne
dysentery were admitted from outside the Borough. The
dysentery was of a mild type, and the patients made rapid
recoveries.

Erysipelas.—Three cases of erysipelas were under treat-
ment. One of these was a case of erysipelas of the face. All
the patients made eomplete recoveries.
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STAFF

(a) Whole-time Officers:
School Medical Officer:
1 Haroro Ernis, M.B., B.8. (Lond.), M.R.C.8,,
L.R.C.P., D.P.H.
Assistant School Medical Officer:
* 1 ErFie M. D. Craig, M.B., Ch.B.

School Dental Surgeon:
* A MacGrecor WHyTE, L.D.5.,, R.F.P.5.G.

Health Visitor—School Nurses:
* (b), (d), (f). Miss V. B. Woobrorr
* (a), (b), (e). Miss A, TuompsoN
(resigned 31st January, 1938).
* (a), (b), (e). Miss P. N. Nasn
* (a), (b), (¢), (e). Miss J. C. MoFFAT
¥ (a), (b), (e), (e). Miss D). E. MaRCHANT
(appointed 17th January, 1938).
* (a), (b), (c), (e). Miss E. 5. G. Davigs
(appointed 1st February, 1938).
Senior Clerk Public Health Department:
¥+ A -T." TarLon:

School Medical Clerk:
Miss C. Covsm.

Dental Attendant :
Miss C. O'Hagra.

(b) Part-time Officers:
Orthopadic Surgeon:
R. J. FurLong, F.R.C.5.

Surgeon to Aural Clinie:
R. J. Cann, M.5.

Oculist :
A. D. Beuiios, M.B.,, M.R.C.8., D.P.H.
Anesthetist 1o Dental Clinie:
§ Tavror Harmis, M.R.C.5., L.R.C.P.

« Maternity and Child Welfare Officers.
i Public Health Officers.
{a) S.R.N.
(b) B.C.M. A
(¢) Certificate of Fever Training.
(d) Certificate San. Inspect.
(¢) New Health Visitors Certificate RS.I.
{f) Diploma Board of Education (Health Visitors Training)
Regulations, 1919.
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Borough of Tlimbledon,

Education Committee.

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

SCHOOL MEDICAL OFFICER
FOR THE

Year ended 31st December, 1938.

To the Chairman and Members of the
Education Committee,

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I beg to submit my Annual Report for the year 1938 on
the work of the School Mediecal Department.

There are sixteen public elementary schools under the
control of the Local Edueation Authority, providing
accommodation for 5,702 children. This figure includes the
accommodation for fifty children at the Special School,
Queen’s Road.

The average number of children on the school registers
during the year ended 31st Mareh, 1938, was 4.616. The
average number in attendance was 4,056. This gives an
average attendance of 87.87 per eent.

1. STAFF.

Full particulars of the staff of the School Medical Serviee
are given at the commencement of this report.

A fifth school nurse-health visitor having been found
necessary, Miss D. E. Marchant was appointed to fill the post
and commenced duty on 17th January, 1938,

Miss A. Thompson resigned on the 31st January, to take
up an appointment with a neighbouring Authority.,  Miss
E. 8. G. Davies was appointed to fill the vacaney.
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2. CO-ORDINATION.

There are now five school nurse health visitors on the
staff, each devoting one half of her time to the School Medical
Service. The schools are divided amongst them as follows :—

Misz Wooprorr—
Wimbledon Park Junior Mixed School.
Holy Trinity Senior Mixed School.
Miss MorFrar—
Queen’s Road Senior Boys’ School,
Queen’s Road Senior Girvls” School.
Queen’s Road Infants’ School.
Queen’s Road Speeial School.
Miss NasH—
All Saints Junior Girls’ and Infants' School.
All Saints Junior Mixed School.
Miss MARCHANT—
Central Bovs® School.
Central Girls’ Sehool.
Pelham Infants' School.
Miss DAviES—
Dundonald Junior Boys' School.
Dundonald Junior Girls’ and Infants’ School.
Dundonald Nursery Class.
‘ottenham Park Junior Mixed School.
Cottenham Park Infants’ School.
St. Mary’s R.C. School.
Old Central Junior Mixed School.

Their districts for health visiting are arranged so as to
include, as far as possible, the schools for which they are
responsible as sechool nurses. At present the arrangements for
health visiting are drawn up on the following lines:—

Miss WooDRoFFr—
Wimbledon Park Ward.
Haydon Park Ward.
Miss Morrar—
St. Mary’s Ward.
South Park Ward.
Miss Nasu—
Trinity Ward.
Miss MARCHANT—
St. John's Ward.
Miss Davies—
Cottenham Park Ward.

Dundonald Ward.
b2



This has ensured a elose co-operation between the School
Medical Serviee and the Maternity and Child Welfare
Department.

The School Medical Department with its Ophthalmie,
Dental, Minor Ailment, and Orthopadie Clinies is centralised
in the Ilealth Centre at Pelham Road, and one of the three
Maternity and Child Welfare Centres in the Borough is con-
ducted in this same building.

When any of the children attending the Maternity and
Child Welfare Centres or the Day Nursery attain the age of
five years, their medical records are forwarded to the office
of the Sehool Medical Department in order that they may be
incorporated with their school medieal inspection eards.

The Bchool Medical Service in Relation to Public
Elementary Schools.

3. SCHOOL HYGIENE.

The sanitary eondition of the Public Elementary Schools
in Wimbledon continues to be satisfactory.

The periodical inspection of the drains at the schools
is carried ont by the Borough Surveyor’s Department.

Repairs have been carried out to the playgrounds, and the.
surfaces improved, at the Central, Pelham Road, Dundonald
Road, Queen’s Road, and Wimbledon Park Schools,

Step-flooring has been removed, and the floors relaid in the
elassrooms in All Saints Junior Mixed, All Saints Junior Girls’
and Infants’, and Ioly Trinity Senior Mixed Schools.

An additional drinking water tap, drawn from the main
water supply, has been provided at the All Saints Junior Mixed
School,

At the Dundonald Road Schools an electrie fire alarm
system has been installed at a cost of £10 13s. 0d. This dis-
places the use of an outside bell previously used for this
purpose.

Arrangements have now been made for improving the
eleetrie lighting in all the schools in the Borough.

The following painting work was carried out during the
summer holidays: external painting at Central and Pelham
Road Schools, internal painting at Pelham Road Infants’
Sechool, and internal and external painting at Wimbledon Park
Sehool.
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Wall boards have been provided for two classrooms at
Dundonald Road Junior Girls’ and Infants' School, and two
classrooms at Wimbledon Park School in place of the portable
blackboards and easels formerly in use,

Dundonald Road Junior (iirls’ and Infants' School, Wim-
bledon Park School, and All Saints Junior Mixed School have
each been supplied with twenty-five dual table desks and fifty
chairs for use with these desks. The seating of the All Saints
Junior Mixed School has been improved further by the transfer
of the desks thus displaced from the Dundonald Road and
Wimbledon Park Schools.

4 MEDICAL INSPECTION.

(@) The children medically examined were those in the
three groups preseribed in the Board of Edueation (Special
Services) Regulations, 1925. These include:—

(i) Entrants: i.e., those children admitted to school
for the first time since the last routine medical
inspection.

(i1) Second Age Group: i.e., those children who have
attained their eighth birthday since the last rontine
medical inspection, or who will be nine years of
age during the eurrent year.

(iii) Third Age Group: i.e., those children who have
attained their twelfth birthday since the last
routine medieal inspeection, or who will be thirteen
years of age during the eurrent year.

In 1937 arrangements were made for an additional Age
Group to be medically inspected in the Boys’ and Girls’ Central
School. The children in this Age Group were scholars who
haf{ attained the age of fourteen years during the year under
review,

Entrants to the new Nursery Class at the Dundonald Road
School were also medically examined at each of the two visits
paid to the school by the school medical inspector.

There were mediecally inspected in the schools during the
vear 1938 .—

Entrants ... 254
Second Age Group 233
Third Age Group 450
Fourth Age Group 119

Total J_E-EE

—_—
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In addition there were one hundred and twenty-nine other
routine inspections in the schools, ineluding thirty-nine in the
Dundonald Nursery Class, making a total of 1,764.

Apart from these routine inspeections there were 3,187
special inspections and 7,822 re-inspections carried out at the
Health Centre.

The total number of routine and non-routine medieal
inspections during the year, exeluding the 7,822 re-inspections,
amounted to 4,951.

The number of children examined at the routine inspee-
tions in the schools shows a decrease of forty-eight as
compared with the ficure for the previous year.

As in previous vears it was again necessary to check off
from the school registers all children due to he examined in
the second and third age groups. This ensured that no child
who was due to be examined was missed at the routine
inspections. This has been found advisable owing to the
transfer of scholars which takes place every year as the result
of the re-organisation of the schools.

The number of special inspections and re-inspections at the
Health Centre shows an inerease of two thousand and forty-
four.

(b) The Board of Eduecation (Special Services) Regula-
tions, 1925, with reference to the medieal inspection of school
children, have been adhered to in every respeet.

(e) Medical inspeetion causes a certain amount of dis-
turbance, especially in the older type of schools. The re-
organisation of the schools has resulted in improved facilities
for inspection. Whereas in former years it has been neces-
sary in some instances to carry out this work in premises
situated near at hand, it is now possible for the medieal
inspections to take place in those schools. The only excep-
tion is St. Mary's R.C. Mixed and Infants School at Russell
Road. As this school is quite near the Pelham Road Iealth
Centre, the medical inspection of these scholars is carried out
there. The head teacher’s room is utilised for this purpose
in twelve of the schools, staff rooms in two others, and in
the two remaining schools a elassroom is available.
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5. FINDINGS OF MEDICAL INSPECTION.

In Table ITa (which is given in the Appendix) a list of
all defects found during medical inspeetion, whether routine
or non-routine, is shown. Table Ic gives the number of
individual children found at the routine medical inspections
to require treatment, exeluding defeets of nutrition, unelean-
liness and dental diseases.

There were 1,764 children examined at the routine
medical inspections. Two hundred and thirty-seven, or
13.43% were found to be suffering from defeets (exeluding
defects of nutrition, uncleanliness and dental diseases) re-
quiring treatment. The figures relating to the number of
defects found in the various age groups are given in Table
Ic in the Appendix.

Among the 3,187 children specially examined there were
found 1,875 defects requiring treatment and one hundred and
thirty-nine requiring to be kept under observation.

Although the character of the defects aseertained varies
somewhat from year to year, on the whole, the health of the
school children in Wimbledon showed no apparent change
as compared with 1937.

(a) Malnutrition. The question of malnutrition amongst
school children again received attention during 1938 when a
special survey was devoted to this subject. All the schools
were visited by the assistant medical officer during the survey
and the eollaboration of the head teachers and class teachers
obtained.

Table IIe gives a classification of the nutrition of those
inspeeted in the routine age groups. Of the 1,764 children
examined as routines the nutrition was found to be bad in
two cases, or 1.13 per thousand of those inspeeted. The
nutrition was slightly subnormal in fifty-three children, or
30.04 per thousand of those examined as routines.

These figures are based on the lines laid down in Admin-
istrative Memorandum No. 124 dated 31st December, 1934.
The numbers dealt with are small but the fizures would appear
to indicate an improvement in the nutritional condition of the
children inspected as routines,

The following table indicates the extent of malnutrition
discovered at the routine inspections.
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Classification.

Number of C D
Age Groups. Children (Slightly
Inspected Subnormal) { Bad)
Number | Number
| Found | o Found %
Entrants i 533 21 | 394 2 | 038
Second Age Group ... 538 2g 4'13 i
Third Ape Group .. 450 7 1 56 Ik
|
Other Routine Inspec-
BIDIE ovei wers eec 248 ] 1.21
Total i 1764 53 |so0| 2 |u-11

(b) Uncleanliness. Since 1933 a record of every unelean
child found by the nurses in their inspections has been kept,
no matter how slight or trivial the degree of unecleanliness.
At present. the standard in Wimbledon is undoubtedly high.
At the routine mediecal inspections no child was found to he
unelean. During 1937, three children, or 0.169, of those
examined as routines required to be excluded from school on
account of uneleanliness.

The school nurse-health visitors continued to earry out
the systematic inspection of all the scholars in their schools
three times a year, i.e., after the Christmas, Easter, and Mid-
Summer holidays. This inspeetion reveals not only unclean
children, but also children suffering from defective vision,
minor ailments, anaemia, malnutrition, ete. These latter
children are referred either to their own doectors or to the
Health Centre where they are seen by one of the school
medical staff.

The number of examinations of children carried out in
the schools by the school nurses amounted to 12,595, On an
average, the nurses paid seven visits to each school.

The total number of individual unclean children found
by the nurses during their systematie inspections of the
schools during 1938 amounted to two hundred and seventy-
three. This is a decrease of eighty-eight on the figure for
1937 when the number was three hundred and sixty-one.
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Clothing and Footgear. The standard of clothing and
footgear of the children on the whole continued to be satis-
factory. DBoots and shoes, together with garments suitable
for sehool children, whiech were no longer considered
serviceable at the Infectious Diseases Hospital were again
passed over to the Attendance Department after thorough
disinfection had been earried out. These were then distri-
buted to the most needy families. Assistance of this nature
was also granted by the local branch of the Invalid Children’s
Aid Association. '

(¢) Minor Ailments and Diseases of the 8kin. The minor
ailments found at the routine and special inspections are
indieated in Table II.

Ringworm of the body, scabies, impetigo, other skin
diseases, minor injuries, diseases of the ears and eyes (in-
eluding otorrheea and blepharitis) together with miseellaneous
econditions suech as sores and chilblains were the common
ailments detected.

Of the children examined as routine eases in the sehools,
0.399% were found to be suffering from skin diseases. One
was suffering from seabies, three were suffering from impetigo
and three from other minor skin ailments.

Three hundred and sixty, or 11.299 of the special cases
examined at the Health Centre were discovered to be suffering
from diseases of the skin. There were fifteen cases of ring-
worm of the body, thirty cases of scabies, one hundred and
fourteen of impetigo, and two hundred and one of other skin
conditions.

Ringworm of the sealp is not of frequent oceurrence
amongst school children in Wimbledon.,

(d) Visual Defects and External Eye Disease. There
were twelve cases of external eye disease amongst the 1,764
routine children examined. This gives a figure of 0.689%.
All these cases were due to blepharitis.

At the speeial inspections there were seventy cases or
2199 due to external eve disease. Forty-four were due to
blepharitis, twenty-five to conjunetivitis, and one to interstitial
keratitis.

Serious conditions such as keratitis and corneal opacities

are fortunately not eommon amongst the school children in
Wimbledon.



Defective vision is one of the most important defects
discovered. At the routine medieal inspections, fifty-seven
children with defective vision and eight with squint were found
to require treatment. This makes a total of sixty-five cases
requiring treatment or 3.689%, of the children examined. The
ficure for the previous year was 3.75%. The actual incidence
of defective vision requiring treatment is, however, higher
than 3.682,. Of the 1,764 children examined as routine cases
five hundred and thirty-three were entrants and in the
majority of these it was impossible to carry out subjective
visual tests on aceount of their age. In addition, one hundred
and eight children with slighter degrees of defective vision
were found at school. These cases did not require treatment
and were kept under observation.

Of the children examined as special cases at the Health
('entre there were fifty-five with defective vision and six with
squint requiring treatment, and three with defective vision or
squint requiring to be kept under observation. The cases
which are kept under observation and not referred for
immediate treatment are those with minor defeets of vision.

These children are re-examined by the medical officer
when the school is next visited. If necessary, they are then
referred to the Refraetion Clinie for examination by the
ophthalmie surgeon. y

(¢) Nose and Throat Defects. At the routine medieal
inspections there were twenty-nine cases of enlarged tonsils,
one case of adenoids, sixteen cases of adenoids with enlarged
tonsils, and thirteen cases with other conditions of the nose
and throat requiring treatment. Thus out of 1,764 children
examined in the routine way, fifty-nine or approximately 3.349
were found to need surgical or other treatment. In addition,
there were sixty-three other children or 3.57% with defects
of the nasopharynx. Most of these were suffering from en-
larged tonsils requiring to be kept under observation. At the
Health Centre eighty children with enlarged tonsils and
twenty-one with enlarged tonsils and adenoids were found at
the speeial inspections to require surgical treatment.

(f) Ear Diseases and Defective Hearing. At the routine
inspeetions six children were found to be suffering from
defective hearing, six from otitis media, and five from other
ear disease, all requiring treatment. There were also five
children with defeetive hearing, and two with otitis media
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requiring to be kept under observation. In other words,
1.369% of the ehildren examined in the schools were found to
be suffering from defective hearing or from discharging ears.
Furthermore, thirteen children with defective hearing, fifty-
nine with otitis media, and seventy-seven with other ear
diseases, all requiring treatment, were examined as speeial
cases at the Health Centre.

(g) Dental Defects. At the routine inspections by the
medical officer two hundred and four children, or 11.56% of
the children examined, were found to have dental earies to
such an extent as to reguire treatment. During the year 1937
the percentage was 10.48,

Amongst the 3,187 children who attended the Health
Centre as special cases, thirty-one were found to be suffering
from dental defeets requiring treatment.

(h) Orthopeedic and Postural Defects. At the routine
inspections eleven cases of deformity due to previous rickets
were discovered. Three of these cases required treatment and
eight required to be kept under observation. In addition there
were three cases of spinal curvature requiring to he kept
under observation. There were also thirty-two other cases of
orthopedie and postural defeets, twenty-one of which required
treatment and eleven required to be kept under observation.

At the special inspections at the Ilealth Centre one case
of deformity due to previous rickets and two cases of spinal
curvature were detected, all requiring treatment. Twenty-six
other cases of orthopadie and postural defeets were found at
these inspections, twenty-five of which were referred to the
Orthopedie Clinie and one kept under observation.

The conditions found at the routine and special inspee-
tions, and classified under “ other deformities,” were due to
flat foot, knock knee, congenital deformities, deformities due
to old injuries, ete.

(i) Heart Disease and Rheumatism. Particulars regard-
ing children suffering from heart defeets at the routine and
special inspections are shown in Table II.

Among the routines, ten children with organic disease of
“the heart requiring treatment and one child in which the
condition was quiescent and required to be kept under ohserva-
tion, were found. There were two children with chorea, one
requiring treatment and one requiring to be kept under
observation. Ten children with funetional heart disease were
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also discovered. Two of these were found to require treatment
and eight required to be kept under observation.

At the special inspections three of the children examined
were found to have organic disease of the heart, and two
funetional heart disease. In addition, three children were
found to be suffering from chorea. These cases required
treatment.

Most of the ecases of organiec disease of the heart
oceurring amongst school children are of rheumatic origin.
A few are due to congenital heart disease.

Special attention was again devoted to the ineidence of
rheumatisim.

The figures given below do not aceurately indicate the
ineidence of rheumatism amongst school children. In the
routine inspections, unless the parents are present, and in
the absence of any abnormality of the heart, it is obvious that
the mildest and most insidious forms of rhewmatism are easily
missed unless the child itself complains to the doctor of
““ growing pains '’ or symptoms of a similar nature.

Amongst the 1,764 children examined as routines, five, or
0.28% were found to be suffering from rheumatism in its
milder and sub-acute forms. 1In the case of the 3,187 special
inspections there were twenty-nine children, or 0.919% with
symptoms of rheumatie disease.

(7) Tuberculosis. (ases of tubereulosis are not fre-
quently found amongst sehool children in Wimbledon.
At the routine inspections in 1938, one child was found to
require treatment for tuberculosis affecting the bones and
Joints and one required to be kept under observation on
account of abdominal tubereulosis.

All suspected cases are referred to the tubereulosis
physician between whom and the school medieal staff a close
co-operation exists.

(k) Other Defects and Diseases. A considerable number
of children were found at the routine and special inspections
to be suffering from conditions not designated as specific
defects in Table II. These conditions are shown in the Table
under the heading “ Other defects and diseases.” Many of
these conditions were due to colds, influenza, and infectious
diseases. There were also many children found to be suffering
from dehility, gastro-intestinal disturbanees, slight aeccidents,
chilblains, and other minor ailments.
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Additional Age Group at Central School.

The Education Committee decided in 1937 to provide for
the routine medical inspection of an additional age group in
the Boys’ and Girls’ Central School.

As stated earlier in the Report, the children examined
were those who had attained their fourteenth birthday during
the year. The total number inspected in this group amounted
to one hundred and nineteen.

The defects found amongst these scholars were as
follows :— Requiring  Requiring

Treatment. Observation.
Malnutrition
Blepharitis
Defective vision
Other eye conditions
Defective hearing
Enlarged tonsils
Dental defects i
Minor orthopedie defeets ...
Other defects and diseases ...

| e |

[

Taotal
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These defects are included in the figures shown in Table
II. It would appear that the routine medieal inspection of
this additional age group has been amply justified.

6. FOLLOWING UP.

The procedure for following up defeets discovered during
the routine medical inspection in 1938 was as follows:—

Parents were informed of the defeets detected in their
children during the routine medical inspeetions in the sehools.
Where the defects were of a minor nature they were informed
verbally. In the case of more important defects the parents
received a printed notice advising them of the nature of the
frouble and of the need for obtaining treatment. A re-
examination card was made out for each such child. As soon
as possible after the inspeection of the school had finished the
nurse returned to the school with the re-examination ecards of
those children whose defeets required special attention. When
necessary, home visits were also paid to such cases and the
parents interviewed.

The medical officer visited each school in the distriet twice
during the year in order to carry out the routine medical
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inspections and iwice to conduct the re-inspection of children
who had been previously found to be suffering from defeets.
Six hundred and fifty-four of these latter re-inspections were
undertaken in 1938, special re-examination cards being utilised
for this purpose.

At the routine, and also at the special inspeetions at the
Health Centre, when a child is found to be suffering from
defeetive vision requiring treatment, particulars are entered
up on a special eye card. These eards are also taken to the
school at each re-visit of the medieal inspector. In all four
hundred and forty-one re-inspections of such children were
carried out. In all cases where the necessary speetacles have
not been obtained, home visits by the school nurse are arranged.

A special record is kept of all delicate children, whether
discovered at the routine or special medical inspections. These
are children suffering from heart disease, rheumatism, sus-
pected tubereulosis, orthopedic defects and similar conditions.
They are also re-examined during the medical officer’s re-visits
to the sehools. During 1938 two hundred and sixty-two such
re-inspections were conducted.

7. ARRANGEMENTS FOR TREATMENT.

(a) Malnutrition. As in 1937, a survey was carried out in
the schools with a view to deteeting further cases of malnutri-
tion amongst the children. All the schools in the Borough
were visited by the assistant medieal officer. The co-operation
of the head teachers and elass teachers was readily given.
Special attention was also paid to the nutrition of the e¢hildren
during the routine inspections and also during the special
inspections at the Health Centre.

As the result of this inquiry one hundred and twelve new
cases were provided with free milk in sehool by the Education
Committee after full investigation of the family cireumstances
had been earried out. In addition, one hundred and forty-five
other children, who had been selected the previous year, were
still in receipt of free milk under this scheme. The total
number receiving free milk in school during 1938 amounted to
two hundred and fifty-seven. All these children received milk
during both the morning and afternoon sessions. They are
re-examined every six months when their weights are recorded
and entered up on special cards provided for the purpose. The
milk, in the first instanee, is granted for a period of six months
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but in the majority of cases it was extended for a further
period during the year. Only pasteurised milk was supplied
in the schools.

Where the special Sub-Committee dealing with these
cases was of opinion that the finaneial cireumstances of the
families were such that they were able to provide the milk
for the children themselves, letters were sent out requesting
the parents to make the necessary provision. These cases
were also followed up in the schools by the sehool nurses and
a considerable number of home visits paid. In some instances
the exeuse was given that the children were not able to take
milk. On the whole, however, the scheme has worked well and
the majority of the children showed a satisfactory gain in
weight.

(b) Uncleanliness. The Education Committee have, for
a number of years, made arrangements for the cleansing of
children with unclean heads at the Health Centre. A cleans-
ing room has been equipped with all the necessary facilities
for this work, which is carried out by the nursing staff.

During 1938, thirty-five children were cleansed at the
Health Centre. This represents a deerease on the figure of
seventy-two for the previous year.

It is felt that no child should be cleansed at the Health
Centre unless the mother, on aceount of illness or other bona
fide reasons, is unable to earry this out herself. Many cases,
however, have been dealt with at the Health Centre in order
to minimise the long absence from school which is often
caused by this trouble.

No legal proeeedings under the Edueation Aet, 1921, or
the Attendance Byelaws, were taken against the parents of
such children during 1938. Thirty-nine warning letters, how-
ever, were sent and these produced the desired effect.

(¢) Minor Ailments and Diseases of the Skin. The work
of the Minor Ailment Clinie at the Health Centre is shown in
Table IV. This Clinic is well attended. The number of
defects dealt with was nine hundred and seventy-seven, an
inerease of twelve as eompared with the figure for the previous
year. A school nurse is in attendance at this Clinie daily,
ineluding Saturdays, from 9 to 11 a.m.

The Committee have made arrangements for the treat-
ment of children with ringworm of the head by means of
X-rays at the St. John’s Hospital at a cost of £1 10s. 0d. per
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cage. The parents are required to contribute according to
their eireumstances. No child required X-ray treatment on
account of ringworm of the sealp in 1938.

Fifteen children with ringworm of the body, thirty with
scabies, one hundred and fifteen with impetigo and one
hundred and ninety-four with other diseases of the skin
received treatment at the Minor Ailment Clinie.

(d) Visual Defects and External Eye Disease. Details
of the work of the Refraction Clinie are given in Table IV,
Group IL

This Clinic was formerly held every Monday afternoon.
In November the day was altered to Thursday afternoon in
order to allow of the establishment of a weekly session of the
Ante-natal Clinie at the Health Centre.

The Refraction Clinie continued to be well attended and
the table given hereunder shows the number of children who
received treatment .—

New Cases (examined for the first time) ... 99
Old Cases (re-examinations) sovlBE
Re-attendances Tate - 308

Total e 434

In 1936 alterations were made in the arrangements for
following up cases of defective vision. Prior to that date they
were re-examined by the oeulist at the Refraction Clinie.
Now, however, as stated in section six of the Report, ehildren
for whom glasses have been preseribed are followed up by the
school medical inspector at her periodieal visits to the schools.
Arrangements are then made for children whose vision with
spectacles is no longer satisfactory to be re-examined at the
Refraction Clinie. The alteration has resulted in the number
of attendanees at this Clinie falling from five hundred and
eighteen in 1936 to four hundred and thirty-four in 1938. The
congestion which formerly oceurred has been remedied and a
considerable saving in expenditure effected without loss of
efficiency.

(Glasses were preseribed in one hundred and ninety-seven
cases, and the following table indieates the errors of
refraction found.

Hypermetropia : ol - 18
Hypermetropia and Astigmatism ... 61
Hypermetropie Astigmatism 14
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Myopia i 39

Myopia and Astlgmatmu 40
Myopie Astigmatism 3
Mixed Astigmatism ... 22

Included in the above table are Elghteen thldwn whose
degree of myopia was found to be greater than minus four
dioptres. Where necessary, instructions were sent to the head
teachers of the schools whieh these children attended, modify-
ing the eurriculum with a view to preventing the eondition
becoming more marked. Similar adviee was also given to the
parents. Children suffering from myopia are re-examined at
the clinie on an average twice a year.

In the case of children with high myopia, arrangements
are made for them to attend a myope or sight-saving school
when the degree of short sight is found to be inereasing.
One such cehild was admitted to a myope school during 1938,

Two children suffering from squint were referred from the
Refraction Clinie to hospital for orthoptie treatment. Doyne's
shields were preseribed for six children suffering from squint.

Little diffieulty is experienced in getting parents to
provide the necessary spectacles for their children. In a few
cases the co-operation of the N.S.P.C.C. was obtained with
satisfactory results. Where parents are unable to afford the
cost of spectacles these are supplied free after full particulars
of the finaneial eireumstances have been eonsidered by the
Committee, A revised price list was obtained from the dis-
pensing opticians during the early part of the year. This
showed a diminution in the cost of all the kinds of spectacles
preseribed at the Clinie and represented an appreciable redue-
tion in the eontract price which the parents are required to pay.

One hundred and three children with external eye disease
received treatment at the Minor Ailment Clinie at the IHealth
Centre. A few of the more serious cases were referred to the
oculist at the Refraction Clinie.

The Edueation Committee have an arrangement with the
Nelson Hospital whereby school children suffering from eye
disease are admitted for in-patient treatment at a cost of
three shillings per day.

No cehild of sehool age was referred for treatment under
this arrangement in 1938,

(¢) Nose and Throat Defects. One child was operated
on for enlarged tonsils, one for adenoids, and seventy-seven
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for enlarged tonsils and adenoids during 1938 at the Nelson
and Wimbledon Ilospitals under the Education Committee’s
scheme. These patients remain in hoespital overnight after
their operations. The children are examined hy the medieal
officer at the Health Centre before they return to school. In
addition, five children with enlarged tonsils and one ehild with
enlarged tonsils and adenoids were operated on privately.
This makes a total of eighty-five children who received surgieal
treatment. It will thus be seen that twenty-seven more
children were submitted to operation for the removal of tonsils
and adenoids during 1938 as compared with the previous year,

Where children are operated on under the Education
Committee's Scheme the cost to the Loeal Authority is
€1 6s. 0d. for each case. This includes the operation, the
anmsthetist’s fee, and one night in hospital. In a number of
cases it has been found necessary to keep the children in hos-
pital for a longer period. Under such ecirenmstances the
Committee has made a payment of 2/6 for each additional day.
In all, twenty-three children have heen maintained in hospital
for ninety-six additional days at a cost of £12. The parents
contribute towards the cost in accordance with their financial
cirenmstanees,

Full details are outlined in Table IV., Group III.

(/) Ear Diseases and Defective Hearing. In 1937, the
Edueation Committee, in eonjunction with the Maternity and
Child Welfare Committee, established an Aural Clinie at the
Health Centre. The ear, nose, and throat surgeon appointed
was Mr. R. J. Cann, from the staff of Guy’s Hospital. The fee
paid to the surgeon is three guineas a session. This Clinie is
held at the Health Centre every fourth Wednesday from 2 to
4 p.m.

The following table gives an indication of the work carried
out at the Aural Clinie during 1938 -—

Total number of sessions ... 11
Average number of children attending per
session ... 16
Total number of individual children seen 114
Total number of attendances made oo TOREG
Number of individual children referred for
treatment to Minor Ailment Clinie ... 24

Number of individual children referred to
hospital for operative or other treat-
ment ey 28
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Amongst the cases referred to hospital for treatment, the
following operations were carried out :—

Mastoidectomy - i - 4
Removal of tonsils zmd sulenuld*: 25
Removal of adenoids 1
Radiant heat treatment = 1

The total number of children with minor ear defects treated
at the Health Centre amounted to one hundred and twenty.

Partieculars regarding the children below school age arve
given in the report of the Medieal Officer of Ilealth.

(g) Dental Defects. The routine dental inspections
include all the echildren attending the publiec elementary
schools.

In 1938 there were 4,088 children dentally inspected in the
routine age groups. A further six hundred and six children
were inspected as special cases. The total number of children
thus examined amounted to 4,694, This represents an increase
of one hundred and nine on the figure for 1937. There were
3,332, or 70989, found to require treatment and their parents
were notified accordingly. During the previous year the
figure was 72.259%.

The number of children actually treated was 1,867, or
26.039% of those found to require treatment. It is still diffi-
cult to obtain consent for treatment in a considerable number
of cases. During 1938 it was deeided that notices to the
parents advising them of dental defects requiring treatment
should he sent through the post and not delivered by the
scholars themselves as in previous years. This has resulted
in an increase in the number of consent forms which have
been returned. When appointments are not kept visits are
paid to the homes by the school nurses. Every effort is made
to get the parvents to attend with their ehildren at the Dental
Clinie.

The Saturday morning sessions continue to show a good
average attendance,

Iorty-three half days were devoted to dental inspection
in the schools and three hundred and seventy half days to
treatment at the llealth Centre.

The number of attendances made by ehildren for treat-
ment amounted to 3,937. This is one hundred and eleven more
than the figure for the previous year. The average number of
children attending for treatment per session was 10.64, a

slight inerease as compared with the figure of 10.51 for 1937.
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An indieation of the treatment carried out through this
Clinie is given hereunder :—
Number of children referred for in-patient treat-

ment at Pyrford ... ; —
Number of children referred tn St. Thmnas 5 Hnsr

pital for in-patient treatment ... i <A 2
Number of children referred to St. Tlmmas s Hos-

pital for out-patient treatment ... ]
Number of children referred to St. Thomas's Hﬂﬂ-

pital for X-ray examination 2

Number of children transferred to P.D. S{thun]s fit ol ==
Number of children referred for alterations to surgi-

. eal boots, ete. e
Number of children referred for exercises and
massage at the Health Centre ... ok i |

Total A |

The orthopmdie nurse attended seventy-seven sessions at
the Health Centre in order to carry out the remedial exer-
cises and massage. Thirty-nine children were referred by the
orthopedie surgeon for such treatment. Five hundred and
four attendances were made. The average number of children
attending at each session for exercise and massage was 6.5.

The volume of work at the Orthopadie Clinie has remained
about the same as in previous years.

(‘ases requiring prolonged treatment are sent to Pyrford.
No new cases were sent into this institution during 1938. Two
children, however, remained under treatment, having been
admitted the previous year. One of these was a girl suffering
from septic osteomyelitis of the femur. The other case was a
girl with severe spinal curvature. Doth received extensive
surgical treatment. This latter patient had made sufficient
progress to allow of her discharge home in November. She
attained the age of sixteen vears the following month and was
referred to the Surrey Voluntary Assoeiation for the Care of
Cripples.

Children who only require a short period in hospital for
operative treatment are referred to St. Thomas’s Hospital.
Two boys were referred from the Orthopadice Clinie for in-
patient treatment at this hospital, one with econgenital
torticollis and the other with trigger thumhb. In addition, five
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children were referred to St. Thomas’s Hospital for out-patient
treatment with the following conditions:—
Infantile paralysis.
Spastie hemiplegia.
Pseudo-hypertrophic museular dystrophy.
Wart on sole of foot.
Torticollis.
Two other children were referred to St. Thomas’s Hospital for
X-ray investigation.

Nineteen children were referred from the Orthopadie
Clinie for alterations to surgical boots or wedging of their
shoes, ete. Thirty-nine children were referred to the Exercises
Clini¢ at the Health Centre, which is attended by the ortho-
pedie nurse two sessions each week., Most of these children
were suffering from flat foot, postural defects, ete. Faradie
treatment was provided in two cases. The children attending
the Exercises Clinic are examined from time to time by the
orthopedic surgeon. The attendaneces at this Clinie, on the
whole, have been good.

The Orthopaedie Clinic is used mainly as a consultative
centre and many of the children are referred by the school
medical staff for diagnosis. This ensures early treatment
being secured. There is no doubt that there are fewer severe
cases of erippling amongst school children in Wimbledon now
when compared with previous vears.

When a physieally defective child attains the age of
sixteen years the orthopmdic surgeon makes a full report on
the case with special reference to the capacity for work. This
is forwarded to the Surrey Voluntary Association for the Care
of Cripples. Two physically defeetive children who attained
the age of sixteen years in 1938 were found suitable employ-
ment by this Association.

The work relating to children below sehool age is in-
dieated in the section of the Annual Report dealing with the
Maternity and Child Welfare Department.

(i) Heart Disease and Rheumatism. Children suffering
from heart disease and rheumatism are sent to Certified
Special Schools for treatment when necessary.

Three children suffering from rheumatism were sent to the
following institutions during the year by the Edueation
Committee .—

St. John’s Open-Air School, Woodford Bridge 1
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Heart Home, West Wickham ... L 1
Hawkenbury Convalescent Home, T unim:lge
Wells. o ... nt ] 43 1

During 1938 two r,h11:llen fsuﬁeung fmm hemt disease
were discharged from the undermentioned Homes:—

Heart Home, West Wickham ... 1
Children's Heart Home, Lancing ... I

A third child died from rheumatic mulllm in thv Heart
IHome, West Wickham.

One boy with severe congenital heart disease is a day
scholar at the Frogmore Road School for Physieally Defective
Children. Te is conveyed to and from the school daily hy
ambulance.

Many of these children with heart disease require to be
away for several months before their convalescence is suffici-
ently established for them' to be returned home with any
degree of safety. They are then kept under periodieal ob-
servation by the school medical staff and suitable instrue-
tions are sent to the head teachers of the schools which they
attend, advising any necessary modifications in their school
lives. Children who had previously received institutional
treatment were also kept under continuons observation.

(j) Tuberculosis. The Surrey County Council is the autho-
rity responsible for the treatment of tuberculosis in Wimbledon.

A boy suffering from pulmonary tubereulosis was admitted
to the Ilighwood Sanatorium, Brentwood, in Janunary, 1938
and discharged in December. A girl with pulmonary tuber-
eulosis was admitted in January, 1938 to the Holy Cross
Sanatorium, Haslemere, She was discharged in April.

Three children suffering from surgical tuberculosis were
admitted to the following institutions:—

Royal Sea Bathing Hospital, Margate 2
Heatherwood Hospital, Ascot 1

The two children admitted to Margate were suﬂ"m ing from
tuberculous glands of the neck and abdominal tuberculosis
respectively. The child admitted to Heatherwood Ilospital,
Ascot, was suffering from a tuberculous right hip.

During 1938 one boy was discharged from the Ileather-
wood Hospital, Aseot, where he had been under treatment for
tuberculosis of the right knee. A second boy was discharged
from the Royal Sea Bathing IHospital, Margate, in April after
treatment for tubereulous glands of the neck.
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Four children with non-pulmonary tubereulosis in whom
the disease was arrested were in attendance at publie elemen-
tary schools. These children were under the eare of the tuber-
culosis physician and attended periodically at the Dispensary.

The Tuberculosis Dispensary at 30, Worple Road, is in
a central position and readily accessible to parents attending
with school children.

(k) Other Defects and Diseases. Children suffering
from defeets other than those indicated above obtain treat-
ment either through private practitioners or at the out-
patient departments of the loeal or big London hospitals.

Very little difficulty is experienced in getting parents to
obtain the necessary treatment as there are so many facilities
available in this area.

Artificial Light Treatment. The Education Committee
have an arrangement with the Nelson IHospital whereby
children referred from the School Medical Department may
receive ultra-violet ray treatment at that institution. The
charge made by the Hospital is one shilling for each attendance.
As a rule the course of treatment is found to require twelve
attendances.

Thirteen children were referred for treatment from the
School Medieal Department during 1938. Ten of these were
suffering from rheumatism.

SPEECH CLINIC.

The following table shows the number of Wimbledon
Children treated at the Speech Clinie:—

| |
. Number Number | Number | Number
attending at admitted | discharged | attending
Defect, | commence. during | during | at end of
| ment of the year. | the year. year,
| Year.
Stammerers I 10 fi 3 - 13
[
Defective Speech | i _ ot B | 6
Total T l 11 11 I 19

Since 1936, Surrey children living near the Wimbledon
boundary, who are suffering from speech defects, are
admitted to the Speeeh Clinie at Pelham Road, a charge being
made to the Surrey Education Committee for each attendance
made.

113



The following table shows the number of Surrey children

dealt with :—

l Number Number Number Number
attending at admitted | discharged | attending
Defect commence- | during during at end of
ment of the year. | tha year. year,
yYear. r
St-l‘lm?]lﬂi_‘l.‘.—l‘s 3 . 4 2 I! 5
Defective Speech TR, I B s 25t
Total 3 i 7 3 |
. |

Stammerers attend two classes each week.
number attending these classes was six.

Children with defective speech attend twice a week and
are dealt with by the teacher individually.

The Speech Clinie is under the charge of Miss Sinelair.
The work during 1938 has been very satisfactory. At the end
of each term reports are received from the head teachers of
the schools which the children attend. These reports have
been very helpful. In a great majority of cases some improve-
ment has been noted and in many the improvement has been
very marked. The co-operation of the teachers and parvents
18 a most important side of the work.

Relaxation, together with 1:11}'thmiu movements with the
help of the gramophone, are important features of the treat-
ment ecarried out for the stammerers. On the whole the
parents have co-operated quite well.  Diffieulty was experi-
enced with the attendance of some of the Surrey children
owing to the distances which they had to come,

As in previous years every effort has been made to obtain
the co-operation of the parents in overcoming these defeets of
speech. It is essential that the principles laid down in the
Speech Clinie should, as far as possible, be earried out in the
homes.

8. INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

The means adopted to prevent the spread of infectious
diseases among school children are :—
(@) The exelusion of children suffering from infectious
diseases or coming from infeeted houses;
(b) Closure of schools or departments;
(e) Disinfection of schools.

The average
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(a) To-day, the first procedure is the one which is almost
entirely relied upon. As soon as a case of infectious disease
1s notified a visit is paid to the house by one of the members
of the sanitary staff, llome contacts are excluded from
school until the end of the necessary quarantine period.
Notices to this effect are sent out from the Publie Health
Department to the head teachers concerned and also to the
School Attendance Department.

(b) Sehool closure is rarely resorted to to-day and on no
oceasion was it found necessary to recommend this during the
vear under review.

When the attendance, however, falls below 609, certifi-
cates may be supplied by the school medieal officer to that
effect as outlined in Paragraph 15 (ii) of Administrative
Memorandum No. 51, 1927, No certificates in aceordance with
this Rule were issued during 1938,

(¢) During the holidays the disinfection of eaech school
was carried out as in previous years. Disinfection of elass-
rooms was also earried out periodically as the necessity arose,
Much less reliance is now placed in the efficacy of this pro-
cedure for the control of infeetious diseases.

Frequent visits were paid to the schools after children
had been removed to the Infectious Diseases Hospital suffer-
ing from diphtheria or searlet fever. Class contacts were
carefully examined and in a number of instances swabs were
taken for bacteriological examination. Carriers deteeted in
this manner are prompily exeluded. Visits were also paid to
the schools by the school nurses when the weekly returns
from the head teachers showed that any of the non-notifiable
infectious diseases were prevalent. Suspicious cases are then
excluded and every effort is made to space out the children in
the classrooms to the maximum extent with a view to
obviating, as far as possible, droplet infection.

Under Article 22 of the Edueation Code it was found
necessary to exclude one hundred and forty-three children
from school for the following reasons:—

Suffering from Searlet Fever ... 31
Searlet Fever contaets 49
Suffering from Diphtheria ... )
Diphtheria contacts ... 40

Total sie 143
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Further particulars of these cases are given in the Report
of the Medical Officer of Health.

No case of smallpox oceurred amongst school children in
Wimbledon during the year.

Valuable information is obtained from the weekly returns
of absenees due to infectious diseases furnished by the head
teachers. The numbers of cases of non-notifiable infeetious
diseases reported from the schools during 1938 were as
follows :—

Measles ... siie, (0
German Measles 5
Whooping Cough 17
Mumps ... 98

Chicken-pox 104

Measles, chicken-pox and mumps were the prineipal in-
fectious diseases noted amongst the school children during
1938.

Measles was prevalent during the early part of the year.
The schools chiefly affeeted were Wimbledon Park, Pelham
Infants’, Dundonald Girls’ and Infants’, All Saints Girls' and
Infants’, Cottenham Park Infants’ and Queen’s Road Infants’,
On the whole, the disease was not of a severe type but the
attendances, especially in the Infants’ Departments, suffered
severely. In no case, however, did the attendance fall below
609 for this reason. Eight children of school age suffering
from measles and one suffering from rubella were admitted
to the Infectious Diseases Hospital for treatment., as satis-
factory isolation eould not he carried out at home. All these
children made satisfactory progress.

In addition to measles, chicken-pox, mumps and rubella
were also more prevalent during 1938,

In accordanee with Article 20(b) of the Edueation Code,
one hundred and fifty children were excluded from school
during 1938 for the following conditions:—

Ringworm (skin) 2
Conjunetivitis ... 2
Scabies ... 31
Tmpetigo 7
Mumps ... 48
Chicken-pox 10
Measles ... 2
(German Measles 15
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Whooping Cough 12
Other contagious or infectious conditions ... 21

Total vie R0
9. OPEN-AIR EDUCATION.

There are no Day Open-Air Schools nor Residential
Open-Air Schools in Wimbledon. Where cireumstances per-
mit, in the summer months some of the classes in the schools
are condueted in the open air.

Another holiday camp was arranged during the year by
the Wimbledon Rotary Club. Twenty-two boys from various
elementary schools in the district were selected and sent away
to Swanage for two weeks during August. The children
were medically examined at the Health Centre before leaving
Wimbledon. Most of them eame from poor homes and it is
doubtful whether the parents could have provided them with a
holiday at the seaside had it not been for the activities of the
Rotary Club. These holidays are greatly appreciated by the
boys, who invariably benefit considerably in health as the
result.

Arrangements were made through the School Journey
Association for a party of sixty-four girls of twelve and thir-
teen years of age from the Girls’ Central School to visit San-
down, Isle of Wight, for a period of two weeks during May.
All these children were medically examined at the Iealth
Centre before leaving Wimbledon. They were accompanied
by three members of the staff and an additional helper. The
party had excellent accommodation at a large hotel on the
sea front. Some of the girls had bedrooms to themselves and
others shared in twos or threes. All the bedrooms were sUp-
plied with hot and cold water and baths were arranged so
that each girl had at least four hot baths in the fortnight. The
food was good, plain, and sufficient. Extra fruit was given
daily. Arrangements were made for all the girls to receive
milk twice daily under the scheme of the National Milk
Publicity Couneil.

Ample time was allowed for physical exercises, team
games, and sports on the heach. Whole day excursions were
arranged, so that the children visited most of the interesting
places on the Island. Many pleasant walks inland and on the
surrounding cliffs were undertaken. The head teacher reports
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that at first it was noticeable that the girls were easily tired.
This effect passed off during the course of the fortnight’s holi-
day and really long walks were then greatly enjoyed. No
casualties were reported and the children returned to Wimble-
don with a marked improvement in their physique and general
well-being.

10. PHYSICAL TRAINING.

Physieal exercises and organised games are carried out
in all the schools, the instruction being given by the class
teachers on the lines laid down in the syllabus issued by the
Board of Education.

Arrangements have been made with the Surrey Education
Committee for a man and a woman physical training organiser,
employed by that Committee, to be available one day each
month to visit the elementary schools in the Borough and
advise as to physieal training instruction.

Two teachers attended. for a period of one month, a
physical training course arranged hy the Surrey Education
Committee.

A great deal of physical training apparatus has been sup-
plied to the schools in order that the syllabus of the Board of
Eduecation may be earried out.

Swimming instruction is given at the Wimbledon Cor-
poration Baths to children over ten years of age. The child-
ren attend once a week and the instruetion is given by the
class teachers. The cost of admission to the Baths is three
halfpence for each child and this is paid by the Education
Committee. Under this arrangement 37.000 atfendances were
made. This represents a large inerease as compared with 1937
when the attendances numbered 22487, Where swimming is
considered inadvisable for a child on medieal grounds, such
as disease of the ears or heart, the head teacher is notified
accordingly by the School Medical Department.

11. PROVISION OF MEALS.

Meals are provided mid-day by the Eduecation Committee
for the children attending the Special School. Particulars
of the meals supplied are given under the seetion of this
report dealing with the Special School.

No meals were provided during the year for children
attending the other schools. The Eduecation Committee, how-
ever, supplied two hundred and fifty-seven children suffering
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from subnormal nutrition with milk in school, an increase of
one hundred and fifty-five on the figure for the previous year.
These cases were seleeted by the school medieal inspeetor
during the periodieal surveys which were held. These grants
of free milk are made after the financial circumstances of the
family have been investigated by a Sub-Committée specially
appointed for the purpose,

The milk is supplied during the morning and afterncon
sessions for a period of six months, The children are weighed
at the commencement and then re-inspected and re-weighed
at the end of this period. The Committee interpret their scale
on wide and generous lines. In some cases cod liver oil and
malt is also supplied free in school when recommended on
medieal grounds,

Arrangements are available in all the schools for
scholars to receive milk daily, at the cost of the
parents, under the scheme of the National Milk Publicity
Couneil. Only pasteurised milk is supplied and this is con-
tained in sealed bottles holding one-third of a pint. The cost
to the parents is one half-penny.

It is still a matter of regret that many more parents do
not avail themselves of the opportunity of providing their ehil-
dren with milk in school every day. It has been conclusively
demonstrated that by so doing the children benefit greatly in
health. In a very few ecases, it is true, children are not able
to take this milk.  There appears, however, to be no adequate
reason for the fact that only about fifty or sixty per eent. of
the children in Wimbledon are recciving milk in sehool
regularly under the secheme.

12. CO-OPERATION OF PARENTS, TEACHERS, SCHOOL
ATTENDANCE OFFICERS, AND VOLUNTARY
BODIES.

Co-operation of Parents. Parents are invited to be
present at the school during the routine inspection of their
children. Out of 1,764 children examined at the routine
inspections, one thousand and thirty-two, or 58.50% were
accompanied by one or other parent.

The percentage of parents attending these inspections in
the schools is lower than that desired but is not due to any
real lack of interest on the part of the parents in the health
of their children. Many of the mothers go out to work and
are consequently unable to spave the necessary time to attend,
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There is a great advantage in obtaining the co-operation
of the parents as it enables the school medical inspector to
give detailed adviee in the case of children found to be
suffering from defects.

A large number of parents also attended at the special
examinations at the Health Centre.

Co-operation of Teachers. I have again to acknowledge
the valuable assistance which the teachers have rendered to
the School Medical Department during the year. They have
facilitated the medical inspection work in the schools, and
given every assistance to the school nurses during the routine
cleansing examinations, and when following up ecases found
to be defective.

They have also co-operated, as in the past, by bringing to
the notice of the school medieal staff those ehildren who, in
their opinion, are likely to henefit by receiving free milk in
school, and by arranging for their attendance at the Health
Centre.

Co-operation of School Attendance Officers. A close co-
operation has been maintained between the School Medieal
Department and the sehool attendance officers.

As in previous years a considerable number of children
have been medically examined at the request of the Attendance
Department on aceount of prolonged absence from school
through ill-health.

As the result of these examinations many children were
returned to school eonsiderably earlier than would otherwise
have been the case.

Co-operation of Voluntary Bodies. The Invalid Children’s
Aid Association is the prineipal voluntary organisation dealing
with school children and echildren below school age in
Wimbledon.  As in previous years it continuned to render
invaluable service during 1938. Convalescent treatment was
provided for seventy-five Wimbledon school children during
the year under review, twenty of these having been referred
from the School Medieal Department. These were chiefly cases
of debility following pneumonia, bronechitis, rheumatism and
chorea. There were also a number of children recommended
for convaleseence following measles.

Kdueation is nearly always provided for the children
whilst they are away.
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In addition, the Invalid Children’s Aid Association made
the necessary arrangements for the admission of five children
to special hospital schools, the Edueation Committee under-
taking the cost of maintenance and treatment.

Surgical appliances and special boots were provided in
ten cases. Eight children who were being sent to convalescent
homes were supplied with clothes. In one case, extra nour-
ishment at home was provided at the request of the School
Medieal Department.

The approximate number of children who were on their
books, and being visited, in 1938, was four hundred and
twenty. It is pleasant to record that in every ease in which
the assistance of the Invalid Children's Aid Assoeiation was
requested by the Sehool Medical Department it was most
readily and freely given. The Education Committee makes
a contribution of ten guineas per annum to the Invalid
Children’s Aid Association.

The local representative of the National Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Children has always been ready to
co-operate in every way. In a few ecases, difficulty is ex-
perienced from time to time in persuading parents of the
necessity of providing their children with suitable speetacles.
In such instances the services of the National Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Children have been found most
helpful.  Other cases in which their officer was asked to
interest himself were those in which the home conditions and
care were found to be unsatisfactory and repeated visits by
the nursing staff’ had failed to effect the desired improvement.

A contribution of two guineas is made annually to the
National Seciety for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children.

13. BLIND, DEAF, DEFECTIVE AND EPILEPTIC

CHILDREN.

A special register is kept in the School Medical Depart-
ment of all defective children. Information regarding new
cases is furnished by the head teachers, school attendance
officers, and school nurse-health wvisitors, Sometimes such
cases are referred by family doetors.

The school medieal inspector devotes on an average
two sessions per week to visiting the schools for the purpose
of asecertaining and examining suspected cases of mental de-
ficieney. Communications are also addressed periodically to
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the head teachers of the schools asking them to forward
lists of all children considered to be defeetive within the
meaning of Part V of the Edueation Aet, 1921. As the result
of these measures one hundred and fifty-nine sueh special
examinations or re-examinations were carried out in 1938,

Children requiring eduecation in Myope or Sight-saving
Schools are referred by the oeculist from the Refraction
Clinie, whilst physically defective children in need of educa-
tion in Special Schools are brought forward from the Ortho-
padic Clinie.

Every six months head teachers are asked to forward lists
of scholars attending their schools who are suffering from
speech defeets or defects of hearing.  The children with
speech defeets are then examined at the Ilealth Centre by the
assistant medical officer and referred to the speech training
teacher.  Arrangements are then made for their admission
either to the classes for stammering children or to the classes
for those suffering from defective speech.

Children with impaired hearing are specially examined
by the ear, nose, and throat consultant in charge of the Aural
Clinie who decides as to the advisability of their admission to
schools for the deaf or partially deaf. Where children with
impaired hearing are already attending the out-patient depart-
ments of hospitals in London, speeial reports are requested
from the surgeons under whose care they have heen and in
every case their assistance is most readily fortheoming,

Lastly, the school nurses visit the schools after each of the
three principal holidays of the year to earry out their eleansing
surveys. At such times inquiries are made from the head
teachers and eclass teachers with regard to any defective
children who may have been recently admitted to the schools.

Blind and Partially Sighted Children. There was only one
blind child on the register at the end of 1938. This hoy was
in attendance at the Linden Lodge (L.C.C.) School for the
Blind, Wandsworth Common. He is a child suffering from
optie atrophy following a fracture of the skull.

One boy and two girls were in attendance at the
Stonhouse School for the Partially Sighted (L.C.C.) at Clap-
ham, and one boy was at the Kingwood Road (L.C.C..) School
for the Partially Sighted, Fulham. These were all cases of
high myopia.

122



Deaf and Partially Deaf Children. One deaf girl was
in attendance at the Royal School for the Deaf and Dumb,
at Margate. There were, in addition, two deaf girls attending
Speeial Sehools during 1938, one girl being at the Oak Lodge
(L.C.C.) School for the Deaf, Clapham Common, and one girl
at the Ackmar Road (L.C.C.) Deaf School, Fulham.

Epileptic Children. One girl, suffering from severe
epilepsy requiring institutional treatment, was at the Chalfont
Colony, Bueks. One boy suffering from severe epilepsy was
disecharged from the Maghull Home, Liverpool, in April,
having attained the age of sixteen years.

PHYSICALLY DEFECTIVE CHILDREN.

(a) Tuberculous Children. The Surrey County Counecil
is the Authority responsible for the treatment of tuberculosis
in Wimbledon. One hoy suffering from pulmonary tuber-
culosis was admitted to the Highwood Sanatorium, Brentwood,
in 1938. One girl and two I'.n-n}-'s suffering from non-pulmonary
tuberculosis were also at certified Speeial Schools at the end
of the vear. These included one girl with tuberculous glands
of the neck and one boy with abdominal tubereulosis. They
were both sent to the Royal Sea Bathing lospital, Margate.
A boy with a tuberculous hip was at the Heatherwood Ilos-
pital, Aseot. A further boy, who had been under treatment
at this hospital for tuberculous disease of the knee joint, was
discharged in September and was at no school or institution
at the end of the year.

There were four boys with arrested non-pulmonary tuber-
eulosis attending publie elementary schools in Wimbledon,

(h) Delicate Children. Two delicate children (one hoy
and one girl) were at the undermentioned Certified Special
Schools at the end of the year:.—

White Oak Hospital, Swanley ... 1
IHamilton House, Seaford 1

Four other delicate children were discharged from similar
institutions during the course of 1938 and subsequently
attended ordinary elementary schools.

Twenty-nine delicate children attending publie elementary
schools were under the observation of the sechool medical staff.
In many instances these were home contacts of notified cases
of pulmonary tuberculosis.  Other children were suffering
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from recurring attacks of asthma. whilst a mlmh_m* showed
evidence of malnutrition which justified their being classified
in Group D,

(¢) Crippled Children. At the end of December, there
were four erippled ehildren at Certified Special Schools, seven
attending public elementary schools, and one at no school or
institution.

The four cases at Certified Special Schools were at the
following institutions :—

St. Nicholas’ and St. Martin’s Orthopaedie

Hospital and Speeial Sehool, Pyrford ... 1
I"'rogmore Road (L.C.C.) P.D. School 1
Heritage Craft Schools, Chailey 2

Two children who had been undergoing orthopadie
treatment were discharged during 1938, one from the St.
Nicholas® and St. Martin's Orthopmdic Hospital and Special
School, Pyrford, and one from St. Vincent’s Orthopaedie
Iospital, Pinner.

Six of the seven erippled children in the publie elementary
schools attended the Orthopaedic Clinie and were periodically
examined by the surgeon.

In 1935, arrangements were made, with the approval of
the Board of Education, for a physically defective child
suffering from a large meningocele to be educated in his
own home by a teacher provided by the Education Com-
mittee. This boy, on account of his physical condition, is
unsuitable for attendance at either a day or residential
special school.  During 1938 his general condition showed
improvement and it was found that he was deriving consider-
able henefit from the education he is receiving,

(d) Children with Heart Disease. At the end of 1038,
two boys, one with rheumatic heart disease and the other with
a severe congenital heart, were at the following institutions :—

Frogmore Road (L.C.C.) Speecial School ... 1
St. John’s Open Air School, Woodford Bridge i

Two other children, suffering from rheumatism or
chorea with ecardiae eomplications, were disecharged from
Certified Special Schools during the course of the year. One
of these was discharged from the Children’s IHeart Home,
Laneing, and the other from the Children’s Heart Home, West
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Psoriasis !
Defective hearing
Otorrhaea

Other eonditions

Lo = = D

Three children were re-tested by the oculist at the
Refraction Clinie.  New spectacles were preseribed in two
instaneces.

One new case attended the Orthopaedie Clinie. Two other
children, suffering from a deformity of the chest and spastie
diplegia respectively, who had previously been examined by
the surgeon, were kept under observation.

A child suffering from otorrhea was seen at the Aural
Clinie and referred by the surgeon for treatment at the Health
Centre. A second child was referred for operative treatment
on account of tonsils and adenoids.

At the routine dental inspections twenty-nine children
were examined. Twenty-three of these were found to require
treatment. Seven of the children were actually treated and
made sixteen attendances at the Dental Clinie. Seven
temporary teeth and six permanent teeth were extracted.
Four general anwsthetics were administered. Four permanent
teeth were filled and four sealings and nine other operations
were carried out.

The school nurse paid twelve visits to the school. Two
hundred and forty-nine inspections were earried out. It was
not found necessary to exclude any child during these visits.

A cooked mid-day meal of excellent quality is served
at the school. On an average, eighteen children staved for
this meal for which a charge of threepence is made. In six
cases it was found necessary to forego the amount owing to
the financial circumstances of the parents. One ehild
was given cod liver oil and malt in school free of charge.
Fifteen of the children received milk in school daily under
the scheme of the National Milk Publicity Couneil.

In addition to the routine class teaching, special atten-
tion is paid to handicraft instruetion. Carpentry, garden-
ing, ecookery, and laundry-work are taught.

A list is kept of all retarded school children in the dist-
riet.  These children are examined by the school medical
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inspector on an average every six months in order to ascer-
tain their suitability for transference to the Special School.
The head teachers are also requested twice a year to forward
lists of all retarded children in attendance at their sechools.

Children who leave the Special School on attaining
the age of sixteen and who are in need of supervision and
care are notified to the lLoeal Authority under the Aet of
1913, as amended. In certain cases, where the school report is
satisfactory, the home influence good, and the prospect of em-
ployment favourable, the names are passed on instead to the
Committee of the Guild of Social Welfare which aets in Wim-
bledon as the Loecal Committee of the Surrey Voluntary
Association for Mental and Physical Welfare.

One girl who left on attaining the age of sixteen vears
was notified as in need of supervision. A second girl, who
was not suitable for admission to the school was notified to
the Loeal Authority under Article 2 of the Mental Deficiency
(Notifieation of Children) Regulations, 1928,

Children leaving the Special School after attaining the
age of sixteen years in nearly all cases succeed in obtaining
employment. The boys take up work in the loeal factories,
or on milk and paper rounds, or acting as carriers for local
business houses. The girls are generally employed in fae-
tories, laundries, in indoor service or doing daily work,

14, FULL-TIME COURSES OF HIGHER EDUCATION
FOR BLIND, DEAF, DEFECTIVE AND EPILEPTIC
STUDENTS.

The Surrey County Counecil is the Authority responsible
for Higher Education for blind, deaf, defective, and epileptic
children. Recommendations are sent to the Surrey County
Couneil by the Wimbledon Edueation Authority, in suitable
eases, where Higher Education fﬂl‘ such defective children
is considered desirable.

15. NURSERY SCHOOLS.

No Nursery Schools have been established in Wimbledon.
The question of providing Nursery Classes was considered hy
the Eduecation Committee in 1937. The Committee decided to
establish a Nursery ('lass in the Dundonald Road Junior Girls’
and Infants’ School and this was opened on 21st June, 1938,
This elass has accommodation for forty children hetween three
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16. SECONDARY SCHOOLS AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS
OF HIGHER EDUCATION,
The medical inspeetion of Secondary Schools in Wimble-

don is under the control of the Surrey County Eduecation
Authority.

17. PARENTS' PAYMENTS.

The parents of children attending public elementary
schools are required to contribute towards the cost of treat-
ment in accordance with approved scales adopted by the Edu-
cation Committee. Contributions from parents are required
in respect of treatment given at the Minor Ailment and Dental
Clinies, operative treatment for tonsils and adenoids, and
hospital treatment under the orthopedie scheme. No charge
is made for the examination of children at the Refraction
Clinie but the parents are required to pay the cost of the
spectacles whieh are obtained for their children at a contract
price. At the beginning of 1938 the opticians supplying the
spectacles under the Edueation Committee’s scheme were
approached, and reduced appreciably the prices in their
eontract. In exceptional cases of finanecial difficulty the Com-
mittee, after considering all the cireumstances, provide the
spectacles free of charge.

Where children are receiving residential treatment for
other eonditions under arrangements made by the Education
Committee, the financial circumstances of the parents are
considered in each case and their contributions assessed
accordingly. These latter cases include children suffering
from rheumatism and heart disease, delicate children, ete.

18. HEALTH EDUCATION.

The National IHealth Campaign, inangurated in October,
1937, was continued until the end of March. Meetings were
held on 20th January, 17th February, and 10th Mareh, 1938,
The mornings were devoted to displays of filins dealing with
health matters in one of the loeal cinemas. Senior scholars
from the elementary schools were present and were accom-
panied by teachers, In addition, parties of senior scholars
gave physical training demonstrations at one of the evening
meetings in the Town Hall.

The theme of the February health day dealt solely with
the School IHealth Services.
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Posters and leaflets dealing with each month’s subject
were supplied to all the schools for display and distribution.

The National Milk Publicity Counecil arranged for a
number of lectures to be given in the schools during 1938,
pointing out the benefit to health derived from an inereased
consumption of milk.

19. SPECIAL INQUIRIES.
No speeial inguiries were undertaken by the School
Medical Department during 1938.

20. MISCELLANEOUS.

Every candidate appointed as a teacher under the
Eduecation Committee is required, as a condition of the
appointment, to pass a satisfactory medical examination.
Nine such examinations were earried out by the sehool medieal
staff during the year.

Employment of Children and Young Persons. The Bye-
laws made in 1935 under the Children and Young Persons Aet,
1933, make it obligatory for every school child over the age
of twelve years seeking employment to be medically examined
by the school medical officer before an employment eard is
issued.

Employment in or in conneetion with any racing course
or track or other place where any like sport is earried on,
or as an assistant in any business condueted therein, is
prohibited.

One hundred and ninety-six employment eards were
issued to school ehildren.

One hundred and forty-six children were medieally
examined for employment during the year. With the excep-
tion of one boy all were granted medieal certificates of fitness
for delivering newspapers and for work in conneetion with
milk rounds. Emplovment cards were issued to a number of
children who lived outside the distriet but were employed in
the Dorough. In these cases medical eertifieates were issued
by the Sehool Medical Departments of the Authorities of the
areas concerned.

Legal proceedings were instituted against thirteen
employers for twenty-four contraventions of the Bye-laws. In
six of the twenty-four cases the summonses were dismissed,
after the cases had been proved, an the payment of costs.

130



Another case was dismissed with a eaution, and in the remain-
ing eases fines, ranging from 2/6d. to £1, and ecosits were
imposed. Warnings were issued to thirteen employers. Iull
partieulars of the observations made are given below :—

Number of boys guestioned ... e ODJ
Number of boys warned 3
Number of employers warned 13
Number of cases reported to Eduecation
Authority ... 93
Number of employers against whom legal
proceedings were instituted 13

During the routine visits of the nurses to the schools
after the three prineipal holidays, special inquiries are made
with regard to the number of children in the senior schools
who are employed ont of school hours. Full partieulars of
these cases are forwarded to the Edueation Department in
order that they may be checked off with the employment
cards that have been issued.

The Bye-laws made under the Edueation Aet, 1921, with
regard to street trading by young persons between fourteen
and sixteen years of age have now been repealed, and new
Bye-laws relating to this matter have been made under the
Children and Young Persons Aet, 1933. The Surrey County
Couneil is the Authority for the administration of this part
of the Aet. The duties of supervising these Bye-laws con-
cerning street trading in Wimbledon are undertaken by the
Wimbledon Corporation on behalf of the Surrey County
Couneil. The necessary work of supervision is earried out
by the officers of the Publie Health Department.

I desire to take this opportunity of again expressing my
appreciation of the co-operation which I have received from
the members of the staff during the year under review.

I am,
Your obedient servant,
HAROLD ELLIS.
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TABLE Il.—eontinued.

RoUuTINE
IHHPHC‘TIUHB

Mo of Defects,

SEPECIAL
Ivnrznr:uﬂa.

No. of Defecis.

| 252 T
£E 2z
|| 2 g5 S s R
DEFECT OR DISEASE, | Ez |85E| EE |32~
| =8 | .8 | =3 2ouz
SR il SRl 28 [ 3F
8 |88 | B8 |d& 8
| = =
%3 1| 33
i1 (2) (3) | 4 (5)
|
(20) Enlacged Cervieal Glands {Nuu-
Tuberenlous) ... T 9 16 oy
(21) Defective Speech . 1 | 13 11 9
Haeart { Heart Diseasge ;
and (22) Organic o 10 1 a
Oireula- | (28) Functional ... F i 2 B 2
tion (24] Anmmia . 3 1 1
Jl:.km Bronchitis ...  Rae |- £ T a7
Lungs (26) Other Non- Tuberculous
Diseases ... 11 a a7
{ Pulmonary :—
{27) Definita
(28] Suspected
Tulhm:- + Non-Pulmonary :
i (29) Glands 4 | ||
(30! Bonesand Jmnta . i <t |
{81} Bkin ... :
\(32) Other Forms . 21 1 ?
TOTAL (Heads 29 to 33) i 1 Z
(33) Epilepay : 1
I‘é&_rvhmls [H-ﬂ Chorea 1 1 3
i (35) Other Guudttmns 4 3 g "
(36) Rickets o | & | a 1 F
‘ﬂ f{;; (37) Spinal Curvature e 2 i
(88) Other Forms ... o R e 25 1
(89) Other Defects and Diseases (ex- |
eluding Defects of Nutrition, Un-
cleanliness and Dental Diseases) a3 13 il 116
Tatal number of defects | 272 261 1 1875 139
i
|
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TABLE II1

Return of all Exceptional Children in the Area

BLIND CHILDREN.

At Certified At Public At Other At no

Schoole for the Elementary Institu- School or Total.
Blind. Schools. tions. Institution.
1 | CER e ! aEE 1

PARTIALLY SIGHTED CHILDREN.

At Certified At Certified |
Schools | Schools | At Public| At Other | At no |
for the for the Hlementary| Tnstitu- School or Total.
Blind. Partially Schiools, tions. Institution.|
Sighted |
5 9 | . 7
|

DEAF CHILDREN.

At Certified | At Public At Other | At no
SBchools for the Elementary Institu- | School or | Total
Deaf, | Bchools. tions, Institution. |
—— _—— - | = |
|
3 ‘ ' 3
PARTIALLY DEAF CHILDREN.
At Certified At {'m'taiﬁed‘
Schools Schools | At Public | At Other | At no
for the | for the |Elementary Institu- | School or Total.
Deaf. Partially | Schools. tions. | Imstitution.|
Deaf.
1




TABLE III—continued.

MENTALLY DEFECTIVE CHILDREN.

FEEBLE-MINDED CHILDREN.

At Certified At Public | At Other | At mo
Schools for Men-  Elementary Institu- | School or Total.
tally Defective Schoaols. tions. Institution.
Children. ! | [
26 2 |

| B 2 o )

EPILEPTIC CHILDREN.
CHILDREN SUFFERING FROM SEVERE EPILEPSY.

At Certified At Public | At Other | At no
Special | Elementary | Institu- | School or | Total.
Schools, Schools. |  tioms, | Institution.
R — _: | -
1 | |
| I 1

"PHYSICALLY DEFECTIVE CHILDREN.

A.—TUBERCULOUS CHILDREN.

I.—CHiLprEx SvrrERrisG rroMm Pursoxany TuBERCULOSLS.
(Including plenra and intra-thoracie glands).

| At Other At no 14

At Certified At Public
Special Elementary | Institu- School or | Total.
Sehools. Schools. tions. | Institution.
| | |
1 !' , 1

IL.—Crimorex Surrering Prosm Nox-Puismoxany TUBERCULOSIS.

(This category includes tuberculosis of all sites other than those shown
in (1) ahove),

At Certified At Public At Other | At no
Special Elementary Institu- | School or | Total.
Schools. Schools, tions. Institution, |
3 { 4 ! 1 8
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TABLE III—coniinued

B.—DELICATE

CHILDREN.

At Other ! At no

At Certified At Public
Special Mementary Institu- | School or | Total.
Schools, Schools, tions. | Institution.
2 29 R 33
C.—CRIPFLED CHILDREN.
At Certified At Public At Other At no
Special Flementary Institu- School or Total.
Behools, Schools, | tioms, | Institution. |
e el et i |
4 il | 1 ]
D.—CHILDREN WITH HEART DISEASE.
|
At Certified At Publie At Other At no |
Special Elementary Institu- = School or | Total.
Schools, Schools. tions. | Institution.|
2 - 14 o i 16
|

CHILDREN SUFFERING FROM MULTIPLE DEFECTS.

Children suffering from any combination of the following types

of defect:—

Blindness fexcluding partially sighted children).

Deafness (excluding partially deaf children).

Mental Defect ([Feeble-minded).

Severe Epilepsy.

Active Tuberculosis.

Crippling (az defined in Section € above).

Heart Disease.

Combina- |At Certified| At Public | At other |  Ab no
tion of | vecial | Element- | Institu- | Sﬂﬁﬂu‘ir Total.
Defect., | Schools. |ary Schools. tions. ¥
| 1010,
Crippled and _ :
Meantally |
Defective | 1 o 1
|
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